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ORIN  ELLIOTT  FOSTER 

Orin  Elliott  Foster,  who  won  well  deserved  distinction  as  Buffalo’s 
“Grand  Old  Man,”  long  occupied  a  position  of  prominence  in  business  cir¬ 
cles  as  president  of  the  Foster-Milburn  Company  and  the  Foster-McClellan 
Company,  which  are  among  the  largest  firms  of  manufacturing  chemists 
in  the  world.  He  was  born  at  Colden,  Erie  county,  New  York,  May  17, 
1840,  a  son  of  Loren  and  Salome  (Crawford)  Foster.  Six  months  after 
the  birth  of  Orin,  his  parents  removed  to  Whitby,  Ontario,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming  and  where  the  son  attended  the  rural  school 
and  the  grammar  school  at  Newcastle,  Ontario,  in  the  acquirement  of  an 
education.  Later  following  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  Orin  E.  Foster  de¬ 
voted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  until  twenty-eight  years  of 
age,  when  he  accepted  a  position  with  a  wholesale  drug  firm  of  Toronto 
as  traveling  salesman  at  a  salary  of  four  hundred  dollars  per  year.  For 
eight  years  he  traveled  in  eastern  Canada,  selling  to  the  trade.  For  the 
most  part  he  was  forced  to  cover  his  territory  in  a  horse-drawn  wagon, 
and  he  traveled  in  this  fashion  as  far  north  as  Newfoundland.  The  first 
definite  step  toward  his  eventual  success  was  taken  in  1876,  when,  in  part¬ 
nership  with  T.  Milburn  of  Toronto  and  W.  G.  Greenwood  of  St.  Cath¬ 
arines,  Ontario,  Mr.  Foster  established  a  factory  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
for  the  manufacture  of  a  patent  medicine  to  which  the  three  men  pur¬ 
chased  the  rights.  The  business  grew  rapidly  and  other  medicines  were 
added  to  the  firm’s  output.  In  the  early  days  of  the  business  most  of 
the  selling  was  done  by  Mr.  Foster  personally,  who  visited  both  the  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  trade,  accompanying  his  sales  with  extensive  advertising 
campaigns  to  insure  the  disposal  of  the  stock.  He  was  the  originator  of 
local  testimonial  advertising  in  the  patent  medicine  and  drug  field.  Even 
in  the  first  few  years  Mr.  Foster  was  wont  to  secure  wholesale  orders  on 
notes  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars  per  order  and  then  discount 
the  notes  to  pay  for  advertising.  In  October,  1885,  the  right  to  manu¬ 
facture  Doan’s  Kidney  Pills  was  purchased  from  Dr.  James  Doan,  a 
druggist  of  Kingsville,  Ontario.  This  was  to  become  the  most  famous 
of  the  Foster-Milburn  products.  Nine  years  later  the  firm  incorporated 
the  Foster-Milburn  Company  to  handle  the  domestic  business  and  the 
Foster-McClellan  Company  to  handle  the  foreign  business.  These  com¬ 
panies  are  among  the  largest  of  manufacturing  chemists  in  the  world. 
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Besides  his  presidency  of  the  Foster-Milburn  Company  and  the  Foster- 
McClellan  Company,  Mr.  Foster  was  president  of  the  Foster  Bolt  Nut 
Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Union  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  and  a  director  of  the  Sterling  Engine  Company,  the 
Marine  Trust  Company,  the  University  of  Buffalo,  the  Albright  Art  Gal¬ 
lery  and  the  Joint  Charity  and  Community  Fund. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1876,  Mr.  Foster  was  married  to  Emily  Lazier, 
her  parents  being  John  and  Sarah  (Doxsee)  Lazier,  the  former  a  woolen 
manufacturer  and  flour  mill  owner  of  Belleville,  Ontario.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foster  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  Fred 
Lazier,  who  was  born  December  17,  1877,  and  died  in  May,  1881.  Edna, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Henry  Oliver  Smith  of  Buffalo,  was  educated  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  School,  in  Buffalo,  in  Paris  and  Rogers  Hall  at  Lowell,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  Emily, 
Henry  Oliver  and  Roberta  Tenor.  Mrs.  Foster  belongs  both  to  the  Twen¬ 
tieth  Century  Club  and  the  Town  Club.  She  is  an  honorary  member  of  the 
board  of  the  Children’s  Hospital,  having  been  an  active  worker  for  the 
institution  in  her  earlier  life.  Helen  Foster  received  the  same  educational 
advantages  as  her  sister.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentith  Century  Club, 
the  Town  Club,  the  Garret  Club  and  the  Wanakah  Club  and  is  on  the  board 
of  the  Children’s  Hospital  and  also  of  the  Goodyear  Home,  devoting  much 
of  her  time  to  charity.  She  is  extremely  active  in  work  connected  with 
the  Children’s  Hospital,  particularly  the  orthopedic  clinic,  and  has  been 
untiring  in  her  efforts  to  aid  the  little  ones  of  the  less  fortunate,  seeing 
that  they  receive  the  proper  attention  and  in  the  case  of  the  crippled  ones, 
having  charge  of  the  purchasing  of  the  prescribed  appliances  and  seeing 
that  they  are  properly  fitted  and  trained. 

The  old  Foster  home  was  located  at  891  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo, 
but  several  years  ago  the  family  moved  to  their  new  residence  at  50  Tudor 
place,  where  Mrs.  Foster  and  Miss  Helen  Foster  now  reside.  Their  sum¬ 
mer  home  is  located  on  the  Lake  Shore  road  in  Wanakah. 

Mr.  Foster  attended  the  services  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  and  was  highly  esteemed  among  his  fellow  members  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo,  Saturn,  Wanakah  and  Buffalo  Athletic  Clubs.  He  was  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Among  his  many  splendid 
philanthropies  his  gifts  to  the  University  of  Buffalo  were  most  notable. 
He  inaugurated  the  endowment  campaign  of  1920  by  presenting  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  with  its  finest  building,  Foster  Hall,  and  in  1926  he 
made  an  additional  gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  per¬ 
manent  endowment  of  the  institution.  In  the  whole  history  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  he  has  been  its  largest  benefactor.  His  known  philan¬ 
thropies  and  public  benefactions  have  been  recognized  as  ample  to  place 
him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  city’s  benevolent  men  of  fortune,  but  that 
these  are  only  a  part  of  the  whole  philanthropy  of  Mr.  Foster  became 
known  when  old  friends  confessed  their  private  knowledge  of  kind  deeds 
which  will  never  be  known,  outright  gifts  to  people  who  have  been  in 
need,  loans  to  business  friends  who  have  found  themselves  in  precarious 
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condition,  a  helping  hand  to  troubled  souls  who  have  never  known  whence 
the  help  came.  Mr.  Foster  died  December  29,  1928,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-eight  years.  “If  you  want  to  live  to  enjoy  a  ripe  old  age,  never 
retire  from  business,”  Mr.  Foster  told  friends  when  he  appeared  at  his 
desk  at  the  usual  early  hour  on  his  last  birthday. 

The  following  editorial  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  Courier  under  date  of 
December  31,  1928 :  “A  very  modest  but  a  very  efficient  life  ended  with 
the  death  of  Orin  E.  Foster,  who  to  many  was  known  as  ‘The  Grand  Old 
Man  of  Buffalo.’  It  was  a  life  marked  by  great  material  success,  which 
may  be  cited  as  an  indication  of  its  efficiency.  A  poor  boy  brought  up  on 
a  barren  farm,  he  made  his  way  in  the  world  of  business  to  the  top  of  his 
chosen  field,  where  he  became  not  only  a  nationally  known  but  an  inter¬ 
nationally  known  figure.  He  was  a  man  of  visions  but  never  visionary. 
He  had  remarkable  foresight,  the  initiative  necessary  to  make  that  quality 
effective  and  the  energy  which  is  the  accompaniment  of  both.  Beyond 
that,  however,  the  modesty  of  his  life  was  revealed  to  those  who  knew  of 
his  many  benefactions  by  the  unobtrusiveness  of  their  bestowal.  While 
everyone,  of  course,  knows  of  his  magnificent  gifts  to  the  enlarged  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  in  which  he  set  an  example  for  others,  his  activities  in 
other  fields  had  little  public  notice.  Praise  was  something  he  did  not 
seek.  The  satisfaction  of  doing  for  others  was  sufficient  reward.  Buf¬ 
falo  is  richer  for  the  life  which  Orin  E.  Foster  spent  as  one  of  its  citizens. 
The  regret  felt  now  is  a  measure  of  its  appreciation.” 

Dr.  Samuel  V.  V.  Holmes,  pastor  of  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church, 
who  conducted  the  funeral  services,  said  of  Mr.  Foster:  “I  have  known 
Mr.  Foster  for  over  thirty  years  and  during  that  time  few,  if  any,  men 
in  our  city  have  been  so  generally  beloved  as  he.  He  was  generous  to  a 
fault  in  his  private  charities,  as  well  as  in  his  noble  public  benefactions. 
There  was  no  smallness,  no  trace  of  meanness  or  cynicism  in  his  nature. 
He  took  a  large  and  charitable  view  of  men,  and  criticism  of  others  was 
foreign  to  his  speech.  He  had  a  good  word  for  everybody,  was  optimistic 
and  cheerful  and  gifted,  moreover,  with  a  delightful  sense  of  humor. 
0.  E.  Foster  was  Buffalo’s  Grand  Old  Man,  a  civic  asset  in  point  of  char¬ 
acter  and  service  and  a  personal  friend  whose  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  by  all 
who  were  privileged  to  know  and  to  love  him.” 

The  Marine  Trust  Company  adopted  the  following  memorial  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  board  of  directors : 

“The  death  of  Orin  E.  Foster  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-eight  years 
brings  most  forcibly  to  our  minds  what  an  outstanding,  public-spirited 
and  valuable  citizen  has  been  lost  to  this  community  and  what  a  consistent 
and  loyal  friend  has  passed  from  our  daily  association. 

“A  self-made  man,  he  loved  to  work.  His  ability,  industry  and  in¬ 
tegrity  brought  him  through  the  years  material  success  in  a  measure  ob¬ 
tained  by  few.  Unaffected  by  wealth  and  achievement,  he  remained 
always  simple,  democratic  and  kindly. 

“He  impressed  himself  on  the  public  by  his  generous  benefactions  con¬ 
tinuously  and  cheerfully  made  to  all  worthy  objects. 
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“He  impressed  himself  on  his  friends  as  an  example  of  how  to  grow 
old  sanely,  gracefully  and  happily.  As  he  grew  older  in  years  he  grew 
younger  in  spirit.  A  sweet  natured,  kindly  gentleman  has  passed  but  his 
empty  place  is  filled  with  wholesome,  happy  memories  and  the  influence 
of  a  noble  example.” 


EDWARD  HUBERT  BUTLER 

Edward  Hubert  Butler  was  born  at  Le  Roy,  New  York,  September  5, 
1850.  The  early  death  of  his  father  placed  upon  him,  the  eldest  son,  the 
duty  of  helping  to  support  his  mother,  and  while  still  in  the  schoolboy 
age  he  began  work  with  the  Le  Roy  Gazette.  The  all-around  training 
which  could  be  acquired  in  a  good  country  printing  office  proved  an  in¬ 
valuable  preparation  for  the  business  which  he  was  to  make  his  life  work. 
He  left  Le  Roy  for  a  position  on  the  Scranton  (Pa.)  Times,  of  which  he 
became  city  editor  when  only  twenty  years  old.  A  year  later  he  secured 
an  interest  in  the  Scranton  Free  Press,  which  he  retained  for  two  years. 

The  marriage  of  Edward  H.  Butler  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Barber 
occurred  in  1872.  Toward  the  close  of  1872,  Mr.  Butler  removed  to  Buffalo 
and,  in  company  with  a  partner,  John  B.  Adams,  established  the  Buffalo 
Sunday  News,  of  which  the  first  issue  appeared  on  December  7,  1873.  Mr. 
Butler  at  that  time  was  only  twenty-three  years  old. 

The  little  paper  was  a  seven-column  sheet  of  four  pages,  twenty-four 
inches  long  by  eighteen  inches  wide.  There  had  been  earlier  attempts  to 
establish  Sunday  newspapers  in  Buffalo,  but  none  of  them  lasted  very  long, 
and  the  daily  papers  of  the  time  did  not  publish  Sunday  editions.  The 
new  publication,  therefore,  filled  a  real  gap  in  the  news  service  of  the 
city.  By  May,  1874,  the  paper  was  enlarged  to  a  ten-column  sheet,  twenty- 
three  by  thirty  inches.  The  following  year  Mr.  Adams  withdrew  from 
the  partnership,  and  Mr.  Butler  became  sole  editor  and  proprietor — func¬ 
tions  which  he  continued  to  fill  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

By  1879,  the  success  of  the  Sunday  News  had  been  so  well  established 
that  Mr.  Butler  felt  justified  in  trying  a  similar  venture  in  a  neighboring 
city.  The  Bradford  Sunday  News  was  started,  but  it  was  managed  as  a 
distinct  venture.  It  had  a  successful  career  for  some  years,  but  even¬ 
tually  Mr.  Butler  sold  it,  thereafter  concentrating  his  publishing  business 
solely  on  his  Buffalo  enterprise. 

On  October  11,  1880,  appeared  the  first  issue  of  the  Buffalo  Evening 
News,  a  four-page  daily,  eighteen  by  fourteen  inches.  The  salutatory 
assured  the  public  that  it  would  not  be  the  organ  of  any  party  or  clique ; 
that  it  owed  nothing  to  any  political  organization  and  would  keep  itself 
in  an  independent  position,  able  to  expose  wrong  and  to  point  out  errors 
with  no  compromising  allegiances.  These  principles  continued  to  guide  its 
future  career. 

The  election  of  Grover  Cleveland  as  mayor  in  1881  gave  the  News  an 
exceptional  opportunity  to  demonstrate  its  independent  attitude.  Though 
its  policies  ordinarily  were  republican,  it  recognized  at  once  the  merit 
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of  Mr.  Cleveland’s  reform  measures,  and  by  the  publication  of  several 
columns  of  interviews  with  leading  citizens  on  July  22,  1882,  the  News 
may  be  said  to  have  started  Mr.  Cleveland’s  career  in  state  and  national 
politics.  It  supported  him  for  governor  and  for  president  in  1884,  but 
it  did  not  favor  his  later  candidacies,  principally  because  it  held  strongly 
to  the  protective-tariff  policy  as  an  advantage  to  working  people. 

In  the  active  business  management  of  the  News,  Mr.  Butler  had  from 
the  beginning  the  able  assistance  of  his  brother,  J.  Ambrose  Butler,  whose 
services  as  business  manager  continued  till  1904  and  whose  death  occurred 
on  October  2,  1909.  In  1885  the  proprietor  of  the  News  purchased  the 
Buffalo  Evening  Telegraph,  which  had  been  running  as  a  rival  paper  for 
about  five  years.  Thereafter  the  title  which  the  News  carried  at  its  mast¬ 
head  for  many  years  was  “Evening  News  and  Telegraph.” 

Mr.  Butler  became  one  of  the  founders  and  vice  president  of  the  old 
United  Press  Association,  which  after  a  successful  career  of  ten  years 
acquired  in  1892  the  New  York  State  Associated  Press.  The  development 
of  the  Associated  Press,  as  it  has  since  existed,  followed.  Mr.  Butler 
became  one  of  its  directors  in  February,  1894,  serving  for  one  year. 

A  beautiful  country  home  was  established  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  at 
Le  Roy,  New  York,  besides  a  city  home  at  672  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo. 

The  interest  of  the  News  in  grade-crossing  elimination  led  to  Mr. 
Butler’s  appointment  in  1888,  by  the  New  York  legislature,  as  one  of  the 
first  members  of  the  grade  crossing  commission,  and  he  continued  active 
work  with  that  body  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  president  of 
the  State  Editorial  Association  in  1891  and  president  of  the  Republican 
State  Editorial  Association  in  1898. 

In  1896  Mr.  Butler  was  a  republican  presidential  elector  and  again  in 
1900.  He  was  asked  to  become  a  candidate  for  mayor  in  1901.  Several 
times  he  refused  to  be  considered  as  a  candidate  for  United  States  senator. 
He  was  often  a  district  delegate  to  both  national  and  state  conventions  of 
the  republican  party,  and  in  1908  was  a  delegate-at-large  to  the  national 
convention.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress  and 
of  several  banks. 

In  1905  Mr.  Butler  was  appointed  one  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Buffalo  Normal  School.  Seven  years  later  he  became  its  president. 
Through  his  energy,  appropriations  were  obtained  for  a  new  building, 
which  was  completed  in  1914.  In  recognition  of  a  bequest  of  five  thousand 
dollars  in  his  will,  a  most  useful  feature  of  the  school  is  called  the  E.  H. 
Butler  Library. 

In  1907  Mr.  Butler  became  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Grosvenor  Library,  continuing  that  connection  until  his  death.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  construction  of  the  building  which  has  become  its 
home. 

The  death  of  Edward  H.  Butler  occurred  March  9,  1914,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-three.  The  Buffalo  Evening  News  then  passed  to  his  only  son, 
previously  known  as  Edward  H.  Butler,  Jr.,  and  whose  name  thereafter 
appeared  on  the  masthead  of  the  paper  as  Edward  H.  Butler  (Son)  under¬ 
neath  the  line  Edward  H.  Butler,  Founder. 
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The  younger  Edward  Hubert  Butler  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  19,  1883. 
He  received  his  earlier  education  at  the  Nichols  School  and  The  Hill 
Preparatory  School  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  University  as  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1907. 

In  addition  to  continuing  as  editor  and  publisher  the  policies  of  his 
father,  he  has  carried  on  the  expansion  of  the  business  which  the  progress 
of  the  times  required.  A  new  building  at  216-218  Main  street  was  erected 
by  the  elder  Mr.  Butler  in  1897.  An  extension  of  the  plant  to  a  Pearl 
street  frontage  was  made  under  the  younger  Mr.  Butler  in  1916;  in  1924 
the  fine  four-story  building  on  West  Seneca  and  Pearl  streets,  housing 
the  pressroom  and  other  departments,  was  erected.  In  1929-30,  a  further 
extension  of  the  property  was  built  at  214  Main  street.  With  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  invention,  marked  conspicuously  by  the  appearance  of  wireless 
telegraphy,  moving  pictures  and  airplanes,  the  News  promptly  adapted 
itself  to  the  improved  facilities  for  newspaper  service  which  became  avail¬ 
able.  On  September  8,  1930,  the  News  established  its  own  radio  broad¬ 
casting  station,  WBEN.  Its  fiftieth  anniversary  was  observed  by  the 
issue  of  a  noteworthy  special  edition  on  October  11,  1930. 

Mr.  Butler  was  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Liberty 
Loan  and  the  Red  Cross  during  the  World  war  and  chairman  for  Erie 
county  of  the  War  Savings  Stamp  organization.  He  has  served  as  vice 
president  of  the  Associated  Press  and  as  vice  president  and  for  two  terms 
as  president  of  the  American  Newspaper  Publishers’  Association.  He 
succeeded  his  father  as  one  of  the  managers  of  the  State  Normal  School 
and  in  November,  1915,  became  president  of  the  board.  The  institution 
has  been  expanded  into  the  State  Teachers’  College.  Mr.  Butler  had  an 
important  part  in  the  enlargement  of  its  plant  on  a  new  site,  which  was 
begun  in  1927.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Nichols  School.  He  is  a  director 
of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  and  of  the  American  Savings  Bank.  He 
is  a  Presbyterian,  a  republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  Delta  Kappa 
Epsilon  fraternity  and  a  member  of  the  following  clubs :  Buffalo,  Saturn, 
University,  Buffalo  Athletic,  Buffalo  Country;  Yale,  New  York  Club  (New 
York)  and  St.  Andrews  Golf.  He  has  several  times  been  a  district  delegate 
to  republican  state  and  national  conventions. 

Edward  Hubert  Butler  married,  on  February  2,  1909,  Kate  Maddox 
Robinson  of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Mrs.  Butler  is  a  trustee  of  the  Grosvenor 
Library  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Butler  have  one  daughter,  Kate  Robinson  Butler,  born  January 
31,  1921. 


HERBERT  S.  SISSON 

Herbert  Stephen  Sisson,  county  commissioner  of  equalization,  a  posi¬ 
tion  which  he  has  occupied  for  three  years,  has  been  continuously  before 
the  public  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  at  all  times  manifesting 
a  keen  sense  of  his  responsibilities  as  a  public  servant  and  faithfully  dis¬ 
charging  every  trust  reposed  in  him.  His  office  is  at  134  West  Eagle 
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street,  Buffalo,  but  he  maintains  his  home  in  Collins,  his  native  town,  and 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Erie  county.  Born  October  23, 
1872,  he  is  a  son  of  Stephen  A.  Sisson  and  a  member  of  a  family  that  was 
established  at  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  in  an  early  day.  His  grand¬ 
father,  William  Sisson,  was  born  near  Glens  Falls,  New  York,  whence  he 
removed  to  Collins,  this  state,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
devoting  his  energies  to  work  of  tilling  the  soil.  His  wife,  who  Bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lydia  Lapham,  was  born  in  Queensbury,  New  York,  and 
also  died  in  Collins.  They  were  the  parents  of  Stephen  A.  Sisson,  who 
was  born  on  the  home  place  at  Collins,  March  17,  1824,  and  there  estab¬ 
lished  a  private  bank,  which  he  conducted  for  a  number  of  years,  while 
he  also  engaged  in  farming.  An  influential  and  highly  esteemed  citizen, 
he  became  county  supervisor,  thus  serving  during  1871  and  1872.  He 
was  elected  to  that  office  on  the  republican  ticket  and  was  a  Quaker  in 
religious  faith.  He  attained  the  age  of  fifty  years,  passing  away  in 
January,  1874.  In  young  manhood  he  had  married  Irene  Willson,  who 
was  born  in  Mansfield,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  June  23,  1833, 
and  died  at  Collins,  January  20,  1923.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Gideon  H. 
Willson,  who  was  born  in  West  Dummerston,  Vermont,  and  died  on  his 
farm  in  the  town  of  Mansfield,  New  York.  His  wife,  Lydia  (Manley) 
Willson,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  state  and  passed  away 
on  the  home  place  at  Mansfield. 

Their  grandson,  Herbert  S.  Sisson,  pursued  his  early  education  in  the 
district  school  at  Collins,  after  which  he  attended  the  Griffith  Institute  at 
Springville,  Starkey  Seminary  in  Yates  county,  and  the  high  school  at 
Gowanda,  New  York.  When  his  studies  were  completed  he  took  up  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  and  has  since  cultivated  the  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  acres  which  his  grandfatherr,  William  Sisson,  purchased 
from  the  Holland  Land  Company.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
has  brought  the  land  to  a  high  state  of  development.  The  work  is  facili¬ 
tated  by  the  best  equipment  obtainable,  the  fields  are  divided  by  neat, 
well  kept  fences,  all  of  the  buildings  are  modern  and  substantial,  and  the 
place  everywhere  reflects  the  progressive  spirit,  scientific  methods  and 
careful  supervision  of  its  owner.  Mr.  Sisson  is  connected  with  financial 
interests  as  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  South  Dayton  at  South  Dayton, 
New  York. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1901,  Mr.  Sisson  was  married  in  Gowanda, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Josephine  Lallman,  a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Frances 
(Denzel)  Lallman.  Following  his  service  in  the  Civil  war  the  father 
engaged  in  the  meat  business  in  North  Collins,  there  remaining  until  his 
death,  and  the  mother  makes  her  home  in  Gowanda.  Their  daughter 
Josephine  was  born  in  North  Collins  and  pursued  her  studies  in  its  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools.  She  was  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith  and  is  a 
devout  church  member. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sisson  is  a  strong  republican  and  has  long  been  an 
active  and  influential  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  party.  His  first  public 
service  was  rendered  as  a  supervisor  of  the  town  of  Collins  from  1904 
until  1908.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  made  superintendent  of  the  Erie 
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County  Poor,  thus  continuing  until  1914.  He  became  state  commissioner 
of  excise  in  1917,  a  post  which  he  occupied  for  four  years.  In  1921  he 
was  appointed  state  highway  commissioner,  acting  in  that  capacity  until 
1923,  and  in  1927  was  appointed  county  commissioner  of  equalization. 
With  broad  experience  in  tax  matters,  he  gives  to  Erie  county  the  services 
of  an  expert,  performing  his  important  duties  with  the  conscientiousness, 
thoroughness  and  efficiency  that  have  characterized  his  work  throughout 
life.  During  1914  and  1915  he  was  county  chairman  of  the  republican 
county  committee  and  also  in  1916  and  1917,  while  from  1914  until  1928 
he  was  a  district  committeeman,  doing  much  to  further  the  interests  of 
the  party.  He  is  a  member  of  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club,  the  National 
Republican  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Albany  (N.  Y.)  Club  and  the 
Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  His  Masonic  affiliations  are  with  Phoenix 
Lodge,  No.  262,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Gowanda ;  Gowanda  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Salamanca  Commandery,  K.  T.;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S., 
of  Buffalo.  He  also  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  and  to 
the  Collins  Center  Lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His 
life  has  been  active,  upright  and  serviceable  and  by  reason  of  his  achieve¬ 
ments  as  a  public  official  and  his  worth  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  he  is  known 
and  esteemed  throughout  the  state. 


FENTON  MARION  PARKE 

In  realty  affairs  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  one  of  the  foremost  author¬ 
ities  is  Fenton  Marion  Parke,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  who  has  been 
identified  with  this  business  for  a  period  closely  approaching  four  decades. 
He  has  observed  and  studied  the  development  of  real  estate  in  this  vicinity 
during  these  many  years,  and  has  long  been  recognized  as  a  most  able  and 
competent  judge  of  realty  values  and  has  developed  a  broad  practice, 
specializing  in  industrial  and  commercial  real  estate.  Mr.  Parke  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  realty  firm  of  Parke,  Hall  &  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
reputable  associations  of  its  kind  in  Buffalo  and  one  of  the  largest  in 
New  York  state.  Although  Mr.  Parke  has  become  known  over  the  state 
and  nationally  as  a  real  estate  expert,  his  reputation  is  by  no  means 
confined  to  this  field.  He  has  held  positions  of  public  trust  under  state 
and  national  appointment,  all  tributes  to  the  ability  which  he  invariably 
manifested  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  duties  assigned  to  him.  He  has  been 
intensely  interested  in  charitable  and  philanthropic  movements ;  in  civic 
affairs  of  importance ;  in  the  cultural  and  artistic  development  of  the 
community ;  in  his  church ;  and  in  the  social  life  around  him.  A  lover  of 
nature,  of  horticulture,  and  a  devoted  collector  of  antiques,  he  has  a  most 
human  side,  while  his  life  and  career  have  been  immeasurably  broadened 
by  this  diversity  of  thought  and  action. 

Fenton  Marion  Parke  is  descended  from  old  English  stock,  and  traces 
his  lineage  through  the  paternal  line  for  three  hundred  years  directly 
to  Robert  Parke,  the  progenitor  of  the  Parke  family  in  America,  who 
came  in  1630.  In  the  agnatic  line  from  Robert  Parke  there  have  been 
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many  men  of  character;  staunch,  God-fearing-  New  Englanders;  a  hardy, 
courageous  race.  There  were  soldiers  among  them;  there  were  men  of 
the  cloth;  and  there  were  men  of  commerce  and  public  position.  For  the 
most  part  they  have  been  business  and  professional  men  and  farmers; 
and  in  introducing  this  biography  of  Fenton  Marion  Parke  it  is  well  to 
trace  his  family  genealogy. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  in  the  year  1630,  there  sailed  from  the  port  of 
Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  the  good  ship  Arabella,  with  America  as  its  destina¬ 
tion.  On  board  this  ship  were  seventy-six  passengers  in  charge  of  John 
Winthrop,  governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  under  charter  by  Charles 
I,  and  his  official  party,  including  Robert  Parke,  who  was  secretary  to 
Governor  Winthrop  and  was  the  first  of  the  Parke  family  to  come  to 
America.  With  Robert  Parke  were  his  three  sons,  William,  Thomas  and 
Samuel  Parke.  (From  “Genealogy  of  the  Parke  Families  of  Connecticut” 

• — compiled  by  Frank  Sylvester  Parks,  published  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
1906).  For  seventy-eight  days  the  Arabella  slowly  plowed  her  way  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  on  June  17,  1630,  Robert  Parke  and  his  fellow  voyagers 
debarked  at  the  port  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Robert  Parke  was  born  at  Preston,  England,  in  1580,  and  died  at 
Mystic,  Connecticut,  February  4,  1664.  His  wife  was  Martha  Chaplin, 
a  daughter  of  Captain  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Austy)  Chaplin,  of  Bury 
Saint  Edmonds,  England.  After  his  arrival  in  America,  Robert  Parke 
lived  for  an  interval  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts.  In  the  same  year  as  his 
arrival,  1630,  he  returned  to  England  to  carry  an  order  from  Governor 
Winthrop  to  the  latter’s  son,  John,  and  this  document,  which  was  an 
order  to  pay  out  money,  was,  according  to  Savage’s  Genealogical  Diction¬ 
ary,  probably  the  first  bill  of  exchange  ever  drawn  in  America.  In  1639, 
accompanied  by  his  son,  Thomas,  Robert  Parke  followed  the  wilderness 
trails  to  Wethersfield,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  among  the  first  settlers. 
He  resided  here  about  ten  years  and  then,  in  1649,  moved  to  Piquot  (now 
New  London) ,  Connecticut,  where  he  lived  about  six  years,  on  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which  period  he  moved  to  land  which  he  owned  on  the  Mystic  river. 
Robert  Parke  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  was  elected  a  freeman 
of  the  colony  in  April,  1640 ;  a  Representative  or  deputy  to  the  general 
court  in  September,  1641,  and  again  in  August,  1642;  a  selectman  in  1651, 
and  subsequently  again  a  Representative  in  1652.  In  1658  was  a  selectman 
of  Southertown,  later  called  Mystic,  and  now  known  as  Stonington, 
Connecticut. 

Second  in  the  direct  paternal  line  of  Fenton  Marion  Parke  is  Thomas 
Parke,  son  of  Robert  and  Martha  (Chaplin)  Parke,  who  was  born  at 
Preston,  England,  about  1619,  and  died  July  30,  1709,  at  Preston,  Con¬ 
necticut.  (Robert  Parke  had  three  sons,  Thomas,  Robert,  and  William. 
These  men  all  lived  in  New  England,  and  started  the  three  main  branches 
of  the  Parke  family  which  spread  throughout  the  United  States.  The 
name  Parke  has  undergone  several  changes,  such  as  Park,  Parks,  and 
Parkes.)  He  came  to  America,  as  noted  before,  with  his  father  in  1630. 
He  married  Dorothy  Thompson,  a  native  of  Preston,  England,  who  died 
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at  Preston,  Connecticut.  Thomas  Parke  and  his  two  sons,  Robert  and 
John,  were  deacons  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ  at  Preston,  which 
society  they  and  nine  others  had  previously  organized ;  Thomas  being  the 
first  deacon. 

Third  in  the  line  is  Robert  Parke,  who  was  born  at  New  London,  Con¬ 
necticut,  about  1651,  and  died  at  Preston,  Connecticut,  in  1707.  He  was  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Dorothy  (Thompson)  Parke.  Robert  Parke  fought  in 
King  Philip’s  war.  His  wife,  who  was  Mary  Rose,  was  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Rose,  of  Norwich,  Connecticut.  Robert  Parke  was  a  large  land- 
owner,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  church  at  Preston  in  1698. 

Fourth  comes  Hezekiah  Parke,  who  was  born  at  Preston,  Connecticut, 
about  1695,  and  there  died  February  10,  1752.  He  was  a  son  of  Robert 
and  Mary  (Rose)  Parke,  and  on  November  14,  1716,  he  married  Margery 
Dyke,  who  was  born  in  1693  and  died  April  10,  1776.  Hezekiah  Parke 
was  a  very  influential  citizen  of  his  generation  and  held  a  number  of 
public  offices  of  importance. 

Fifth — following  Hezekiah  Parke,  there  is  Rev.  Paul  Parke,  son  of  the 
former  and  his  wife,  Margery  (Dyke)  Parke.  Rev.  Paul  Parke  was  born 
November  18,  1720,  at  Preston,  Connecticut,  and  died  there  June  25,  1802. 
On  December  5,  1738,  he  married  Sarah  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Preston 
and  died  there  January  23,  1772.  Rev.  Paul  Parke  was  pastor  of  the 
First  Separatist  Church  of  Preston,  Connecticut,  for  the  extraordinary 
period  of  fifty-five  years,  and  during  this  entire  time  accepted  no  pay  for 
his  pastoral  services,  but  derived  his  livelihood  from  his  farm.  He  was  an 
outstanding  thinker  and  religious  leader  in  Connecticut.  (See  Trumbull’s 
History  of  Connecticut) .  He  and  four  others  withdrew  from  the  First 
Congregational  Church  of  Preston  and  organized  the  First  Separatist 
Church. 

Sixth — Elisha  Parke  follows  at  this  point  in  the  paternal  line  of  our 
immediate  subject.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Paul  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Parke 
and  was  born  October  2,  1746,  at  Preston,  Connecticut,  where  he  died 
July  5,  1812.  He  was  married  March  19,  1767,  to  Margaret  Avery,  who 
was  born  at  Preston,  Connecticut,  April  15,  1748,  and  there  passed  away 
on  January  22,  1770.  Elisha  Parke  served  in  Captain  James  Morgan’s 
company,  Eighth  Regiment,  in  the  Connecticut  militia  of  the  Continental 
Army  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  campaigning  around  New  York. 

Seventh — After  Elisha  Parke,  there  is  Ephraim  Parke,  son  of  the 
former.  Ephraim  was  born  at  Preston,  Connecticut,  January  14,  1770,  and 
died  in  Ontario  county,  New  York,  September  15,.  1816.  He  was  married 
on  September  2,  1804,  to  Elizabeth  Davids,  of  Sherburn,  Chenango  county, 
New  York,  where  they  resided  and  their  four  children  were  born. 

Eighth  in  the  family  line  comes  Sidney  Parke,  son  of  Ephraim.  Sidney 
Parke  was  born  at  Sherburn,  New  York,  September  13,  1805,  and  died 
in  the  town  of  Leon,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  April  17,  1864.  His 
wife,  who  was  Cornelia  Elizabeth  Kibbe,  was  born  at  Bethany,  New  York, 
September  17,  1818,  and  died  at  Leon,  New  York,  July  24,  1862.  Sidney 
Parke  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a  lay  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  Fenton  Marion  Parke. 
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Ninth  in  the  paternal  line  is  Andrew  George  Parke,  the  father  of 
Fenton  Marion  Parke.  Andrew  George  Parke  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Dayton,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  August  6,  1839,  and  died  there 
March  17,  1915.  He  married  January  1,  1866,  Mary  Delina  Hall,  who  was 
born  at  New  Albion,  New  York,  September  15,  1845,  and  died  at  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania,  February  9,  1921.  Andrew  George  Parke  was  a  farmer, 
business  man,  bank  director  and  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  in¬ 
fluential  citizens  in  Cattaraugus  county.  He  was  a  leader  in  republican 
party  politics  and  attended  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  During  the 
Civil  war,  he  served  three  years  as  a  soldier  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-fourth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  accompanied  General 
Sherman  upon  the  latter’s  historic  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 

Tenth — Fenton  Marion  Parke  was  born  in  the  town  of  Leon,  Catta¬ 
raugus  county,  New  York,  September  21,  1866,  a  son  of  Andrew  George 
and  Mary  Delina  (Hall)  Parke.  In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  he 
attended  public  school  in  the  town  of  Dayton,  Cattaraugus  county,  and 
Chamberlain  Institute  at  Randolph,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  in  1888.  During  the  two  succeeding  years  he  engaged  in  teaching, 
the  second  year  at  Leon,  New  York,  where  he  was  principal  of  the  village 
school.  Following  this,  he  taught  a  commercial  course,  also  commercial 
law,  at  Chamberlain  Institute,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  studied  law 
himself  in  the  offices  of  Henderson  &  Wentworth  at  Randolph,  New  York. 
In  1891,  Mr.  Parke  removed  to  the  city  of  Buffalo  to  enter  the  University 
of  Buffalo  Law  School,  but  was  compelled  to  abandon  this  course  on 
account  of  ill  health.  Later  he  entered  the  Law  School  as  a  special 
student,  and  read  law  in  the  offices  of  James  C.  Beecher,  Esq.  He  then 
decided  on  a  business  rather  than  a  professional  career  and  was  associated 
with  Spencer  S.  Kingsley,  prominent  realtor  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  until 
the  end  of  1901,  while  on  the  1st  of  January,  1902,  he  established  his  own 
real  estate  business.  In  May  following,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Nathaniel  P.  Hall,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hall  &  Parke,  which  arrange¬ 
ment  continued  until  the  year  1909,  when  the  business  was  incorporated 
as  Parke,  Hall  &  Co.  Mr.  Hall  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1914,  but  the 
old  title  is  retained.  Further  details  relative  to  this  prominent  realty 
company  are  presented  in  subsequent  paragraphs  of  this  sketch. 

In  civic  affairs  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Parke  has  always  taken  a  keen  and 
loyal  interest.  He  was  general  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  from  1909  to  1911;  vice  president  from  1911  to  1912;  and  a 
director  from  1912  to  1915.  During  that  time,  and  under  the  presidency 
of  Elliott  C.  McDougal,  Mr.  Parke  sponsored  the  amalgamation  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Manufacturers  Club,  of  which  William  E. 
Robertson  became  president.  These  were  rival  civic  organizations,  the 
consolidation  of  which  was  the  impetus  for  the  industrial  and  civic 
development  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier  and  proved  to  be  of 
historical  importance.  In  commemoration  of  this  amalgamation  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Manufacturers  Club  gave  a  banquet  in 
April,  1910,  attended  by  over  a  thousand  prominent  men.  As  guests  of 
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honor  were  President  William  Howard  Taft,  Philander  C*  Knox,  then 
secretary  of  state,  and  Major  Archie  Butt,  military  aide  to  President  Taft, 
who  were  entertained  at  the  Buffalo  Club  and  at  the  residence  of  Ansley 
Wilcox.  Mr.  Parke  has  hanging  among  the  collection  in  his  private  office, 
a  group  photograph  of  these  guests  of  honor  and  the  reception  committee 
as  follows:  Ansley  Wilcox,  William  E.  Robertson,  James  N.  Byers,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Lyons,  Henry  C.  Zeller  and  Fenton  M.  Parke.  Mr.  Parke  was 
honored  with  the  appointment  by  Mayor  Louis  P.  Fuhrmann,  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  named  to  promote  on  behalf  of  Buffalo  the  international 
movement  for  the  celebration  of  one  hundred  years  of  peace  among  the 
English  speaking  peoples,  which  preceded  and  in  fact  was  a  forerunner 
of  the  movement  for  the  new  international  peace  bridge  between  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  This  was  opened  in  1929,  and  stands  as  a  splendid 
tribute  to  the  vision  of  the  committees  which  brought  about  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  this  great  monument.  During  the  World  war  period  Mr.  Parke  was 
appointed  by  the  United  States  government  as  official  Negotiator,  of 
which  there  were  twenty-three  in  the  United  States,  purchasing  land  for 
the  United  States  Housing  Corporation.  Because  of  their  extensive  prac¬ 
tice  in  industrial  real  estate  activities,  Parke,  Hall  &  Co.  was  employed 
by  the  Federal  authorities  in  real  estate  operations  in  the  Buffalo  area 
during  the  war.  Mr.  Parke  was  likewise  a  worker  in  the  various  Liberty 
Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives  of  Buffalo  during  the  war  days.  He  was 
director  and  division  chief  of  the  joint  charities  and  community  funds. 

In  educational  lines,  Mr.  Parke  has  been  prominently  associated  for 
many  years.  He  was  for  several  years  president  of  the  Public  Educational 
Association  of  Buffalo,  a  research,  initiative  and  advisory  organization 
composed  of  a  large  number  of  Buffalo’s  best  citizens  interested  in  advance 
educational  movements,  and  as  such  rendered  great  service  to  the  city. 
Mr.  Parke  is  now  president  of  the  Jesse  Ketchum  Memorial  Association, 
which  awards  each  year  gold  and  silver  medals  to  meritorious  pupils  in 
the  Buffalo  public  schools.  This  custom  is  a  memorial  to  the  late  Jesse 
Ketchum’s  interest  in  education.  Mr.  Parke  is  a  member  of  the  Lincoln 
Legion  of  Honor,  created  in  the  interests  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Cumberland  Gap,  Tennessee,  which  institution  is  erected  in  the 
memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  in  his  office  a  collection  of  presi¬ 
dential  pictures,  including  a  display  of  Abraham  Lincoln  portraits  that  is 
widely  known.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Citizens’  Guild,  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  the  home  and  other  institutions  related  to  George 
Washington  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 

Mr.  Parke  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  holding  membership  in 
DeMolay  Lodge,  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163,  R.  A. 
M. ;  and  the  Buffalo  Consistory  of  Scottish  Rite  Masons.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Scotland,  another  high  Masonic  order.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Title  &  Mortgage  Guarantee  Company  of  Buffalo;  a 
director  and  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association;  a 
director  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Planning  Association ;  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Municipal  Research  Bureau ;  and  a  life  member  and  trustee  of  the 
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Old  Fort  Niagara  Association,  which  has  for  its  object  the  restoration 
and  preservation  of  the  historic  old  fort.  Mr.  Parke  is  a  member  and 
past  director  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club;  Westminster  Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  formerly  the  Ellicott  Club.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  official  Buffalo  harbor  improvement  committee.  His  religious  affiliation 
is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  In  organizations  pertain¬ 
ing  to  his  business,  Mr.  Parke  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Real  Estate  Board, 
of  which  he  was  president  for  three  years;  is  a  member  of  the  Real 
Estate  Board  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  which  he  was  president  for 
two  years;  and  belongs  to  the  National  Association  of  Real  Estate  Boards, 
of  which  he  is  a  past  vice  president,  director,  and  chairman  of  the  Indus¬ 
trial  division.  Mayor  Roesch  recently  appointed  him  a  member  of  the 
civic  committee  planning  the  celebration  of  Buffalo’s  centennial  in  1932. 

Mr.  Parke  has  found  time  in  his  busy  life  to  cultivate  a  number  of 
interesting  diversions  or  hobbies.  He  is  a  devotee  of  horticulture  and 
nature  study,  but  his  chief  avocation  is  the  collection  of  antiques,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  clocks,  of  which  he  has  one  of  the  largest  private  collections  in  the 
country.  This  group  includes  nine  grandfather  clocks  from  three  Euro¬ 
pean  countries  and  many  other  foreign  clocks  and  watches  that  are  really 
museum  timepieces.  We  quote  from  an  interesting  review  of  the  life  of 
Mr.  Parke  which  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express  of  Sunday, 
August  8,  1926,  under  the  caption  “Men  You  Ought  to  Know.”  “Clocks — 
grandfather  clocks  of  the  sere  and  golden  past — but  clocks,  everywhere. 
In  and  out  of  his  office  stand  ancient  clocks  that  look  down  on  a  new 
order  of  things.  And  pictures  of  Abe  Lincoln — eighteen  of  them  neatly 
framed  depicting  various  phases  of  the  Great  Emancipator’s  life — hang 
around  the  walls  of  his  office.  Three  pictures  of  George  and  Martha 
Washington  take  up  one  wall.  When  he  is  not  about  his  business  as  a 
realtor  and  appraiser  of  industrial  properties  Fenton  M.  Parke  spends 
his  time  acquiring  antique  furniture,  old  clocks  and  pictures  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  George  Washington.  He  has  just  received  a  great  massive 
grandfather  clock  from  England  that  must  be  a  century  or  more  old.  As 
in  his  office,  his  home  at  Derby-on-the-Lake  is  filled  with  antique  furniture 
and  old  clocks.” 

On  April  9,  1902,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Fenton  Marion  Parke  was 
married  to  Miss  Margaret  Kidd,  the  ceremony  having  been  performed 
by  Rev.  Samuel  V.  Holmes,  D.  D.  Mrs.  Parke,  who  was  born  at  Brampton, 
Ontario,  Canada,  September  20,  1869,  died  at  Buffalo,  December  2,  1925. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parke  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
Robert  Parke,  who  is  mentioned  at  length  in  another  part  of  this  work, 
was  born  March  23,  1903,  and  named  for  the  original  Robert  Parke  from 
whom  he  is  in  direct  line  a  descendant  in  the  eleventh  generation.  Richard 
J.  Parke,  born  November  9,  1905,  attended  Lafayette  high  school  at  Buffalo 
and  Silver  Bay  school  at  Lake  George,  New  York.  He  is  now  associated, 
in  Buffalo,  with  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance  Company  of  Iowa  and  is  a 
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promising1  young  business  man.  On  the  27th  of  December,  1928,  he 
married  Miss  Gertrude  Hartzell,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Judge 
Albert  A.  and  Mrs.  Hartzell.  Margaret  Kidd  Parke,  born  February  3, 
1912,  attended  Franklin  school  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Bennett  high 
school  of  Buffalo.  She  lives  with  her  father  at  the  family  residence,  123 
Park  street.  Mr.  Parke  also  has  a  summer  home  at  Derby-on-the-Lake, 
New  York.  Both  homes  are  furnished  in  fine  antique  furniture.  Mrs. 
Margaret  (Kidd)  Parke  was  a  well  known  woman  of  Buffalo,  and  her 
musical  and  literary  talents  were  widely  recognized.  She  was  at  one  time 
treasurer  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless,  and  edited  its  publication,  “Our 
Record.”  After  the  birth  of  her  children,  Mrs.  Parke  attended  the 
University  of  Buffalo  as  a  special  student.  Her  daughter,  Margaret  Parke, 
has  inherited  much  of  her  mother’s  ability  in  musical  lines.  Mrs.  Parke 
was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Watt)  Kidd,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Kidd  was  born  at  Arbroath,  Scotland,  on  the  North  Sea, 
and  died  at  Buffalo  in  January,  1925,  while  her  husband  was  born  at 
Leslie,  Scotland,  and  died  at  Buffalo  in  April,  1923. 

As  stated  before,  Parke,  Hall  &  Co.  is  one  of  the  principal  real  estate 
companies  of  its  kind  in  New  York  state,  specializing  in  industrial  and 
business  real  estate  and  insurance  of  all  kinds.  When  the  partnership 
between  Mr.  Parke  and  Nathaniel  P.  Hall  was  formed  in  1902,  they  had 
for  their  purpose  specialization  in  industrial  properties,  which  has  been 
the  chief  object  of  the  concern  to  the  present.  The  company  has  located 
more  than  five  hundred  industries  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  In  the  matter 
of  the  purchase  and  appraisal  of  properties,  the  company  serves  as  repre¬ 
sentative  of  large  corporations,  such  as  railroads,  steamship  lines  and 
public  utility  companies.  In  fact  they  represent  nearly  every  public  utility 
in  Buffalo.  The  business  itself  is  conducted  along  most  scientific  lines.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows :  Fenton  M.  Parke,  president ;  Frank  W. 
Rosenberger,  vice  president  in  charge  of  sales;  Allison  P.  Allingham, 
treasurer  and  directing  head  of  appraisals;  Thomas  L.  Willis,  secretary 
in  charge  of  rentals;  and  James  R.  Vaughan,  insurance  manager.  Robert 
Parke  is  director  of  industrial  research.  The  office  of  the  company  is  now 
situated  in  the  Rialto  building  at  63  Niagara  street,  corner  of  Franklin, 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 


GANSON  DEPEW 

Among  Buffalo’s  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  is 
numbered  Ganson  Depew,  lawyer  and  industrialist,  who  is  now  practically 
retired  from  active  professional  and  business  affairs  and  is  contributing 
his  efforts  and  means  to  the  civic  welfare  of  his  city.  He  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  March  6,  1866,  a  son  of  William  B.  and  Helen  (Ganson)  Depew, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  Francois  DuPuy,  who  emigrated  from  Calais, 
France,  in  1661  and  settled  in  Bushwick,  New  York.  He  is  also  a  nephew 
of  the  late  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  the  noted  orator  and  statesman,  so  long 
identified  with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  as  president.  Through 
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his  grandmother,  Martha  (Mitchell)  Depew,  he  traces  his  ancestry  to  Rev. 
Josiah  Sherman,  a  noted  preacher  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  who 
was  a  brother  of  Roger  Sherman,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

Ganson  Depew  first  attended  Public  School  No.  14,  then  entered  Central 
high,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1884,  being  president  of  his  class.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Greene, 
McMillan,  Gluck  &  Pooley,  in  Buffalo.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1887  and  two  years  later  became  a  member  of  the  firm  under  the  style  of 
McMillan,  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew.  The  firm  name,  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
McMillan’s  death,  was  changed  to  Gluck,  Pooley  &  Depew,  and  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Gluck  it  became  Pooley,  Depew  &  Spratt.  Mr.  Depew’s  connection 
with  this  firm  continued  until  January  1,  1902,  when  he  abandoned  the 
practice  of  law  to  become  identified  with  the  extensive  interests  of  his 
father-in-law,  Frank  H.  Goodyear,  in  Pennsylvania,  becoming  managing 
director  of  the  Goodyear  Lumber  Company,  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo 
&  Susquehanna  Coal  &  Coke  Company  and  assistant  to  the  president  of 
the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company,  while  later  he  was  made  its 
general  counsel.  After  a  period  of  efficient  service  in  these  capacities  he 
was  elected  vice  president  of  the  Goodyear  Lumber  Company,  president  of 
the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  Coal  &  Coke  Company  and  vice  president  of 
the  Potato  Creek  Railroad  Company.  In  1917  he  became  president  of  the 
Goodyear  Lumber  Company,  president  of  the  Norwich  Lumber  Company 
and  a  director  of  the  Great  Southern  Lumber  Company.  The  last  named, 
one  of  the  largest  operating  in  the  south,  owned  at  Bogalusa,  Louisiana, 
the  largest  lumber  mill  in  the  world,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  one  million 
feet  of  lumber,  also  operated  one  of  the  largest  paper  mills  in  the  country 
and  employed  three  thousand  men.  Mr.  Depew  is  still  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  Railroad  Company,  the  Great  Southern  Lumber 
Company  and  other  corporations,  but  since  1923  has  been  retired  from 
active  business.  He  is  now  devoting  his  attention  chiefly  to  civic  and  club 
activities  and  national  organizations. 

On  the  16th  of  November,  1893,  Mr.  Depew  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Grace  Goodyear,  a  daughter  of  Frank  H.  Goodyear,  and  they  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  two  children:  Ganson  Goodyear  Depew,  who  died  in 
1924,  and  Lucia,  who  married  Edward  de  Cernea,  they  have  a  daughter, 
Grace  de  Cernea ;  Mrs.  de  Cernea  later  married  George  E.  Parkinson.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  wife’s  death,  Mr.  Depew,  in  1915,  married  Mrs.  Carrie  G.  Ran¬ 
som,  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Depew  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Gallery,  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  and  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital.  He  is  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  Lumber  Exchange  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club.  He  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Empire  State  Society,  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  the  Automobile  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  He 
was  president  general  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Revolution  in  1928,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars 
the  Huguenot  and  Holland  Societies,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the 
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New  York  Genealogical  Society,  and  of  the  following  clubs:  Buffalo,  Buf¬ 
falo  Country,  Buffalo  Athletic,  Wanakah  Country,  Saturn,  Meadowbrook 
and  Park,  an  honorary  member  of  Rotary,  East  Aurora,  Transit,  Tri 
County  and  Erie  Downs.  He  belongs  to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Adytum  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and 
Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He  has  served  as  a  trustee  of  the 
Buffalo  Public  Library  and  the  Grosvenor  Library  and  as  a  vestryman 
of  St.  Paul’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo.  He  devotes  much 
of  his  attention  to  local  charities  and  in  1928  was  the  leader  of  the  Joint 
Charity  campaign  in  this  city.  Mr.  Depew  is  the  type  of  citizen  who  com¬ 
bines  with  a  high  order  of  business  ability  a  delight  in  things  cultural 
and  a  devotion  to  humanitarian  endeavors.  He  has  found  time,  in  the 
midst  of  various  activities,  to  solve  some  of  the  most  difficult  and  import¬ 
ant  community  problems,  and  his  efforts  in  this  regard  have  meant  not  a 
little  to  the  agencies  of  charity  and  social  welfare. 

From  boyhood  Mr.  Depew  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  all  outdoor 
sports  and  throughout  his  life  has  earnestly  supported  and  advocated  clean 
athletic  competitions.  In  1885-1889  he  was  the  accredited  city  tennis 
champion.  He  has  been  an  enthusiastic  participant  in  and  devotee  of  golf 
for  many  years  and  has  not  only  done  much  to  further  the  game  in  the 
Buffalo  district  but  has  long  been  a  national  figure  in  golf  circles.  He 
has  been  president  of  the  Buffalo  District  Golf  Association  since  its  organi¬ 
zation  in  1921 ;  is  first  vice  president  of  the  New  York  State  Golf  Associa¬ 
tion  ;  a  member  of  the  Executive  committee  and  chairman  of  the  public 
links  section  of  the  United  States  Golf  Association.  In  this  latter  capacity 
Mr.  Depew  has  had  direct  charge  of  several  national  public  links  tourna¬ 
ments  and  has  shown  intense  interest  in  the  affairs  of  public  links  players. 
He  is  honorary  life  president  of  the  League  of  the  Lower  Lakes  and  donor 
of  the  cup  annually  contested  for,  since  1924,  by  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  De¬ 
troit  and  Toledo  golfers.  These  Depew  cup  matches  have  become  import¬ 
ant  golfing  events  in  the  cities  represented.  Mr.  Depew  donated  a  silver 
cup  emblematic  of  high  school  links  supremacy,  which  is  contested  for 
annually  by  golfers  representing  the  various  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  also  a 
cup  emblematic  of  the  championship  of  the  Buffalo  Newspapermen’s  Golf 
Association,  being  an  annual  event  open  to  members  of  that  organization. 
He  is  also  donor  of  the  championship  cup  of  the  New  York  State  Golf 
Association.  For  many  years  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  civic  affairs  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances,  not  a  few  of  whom  have  known  him  from 
boyhood.  Mr.  Depew’s  residence  is  at  165  Summer  street. 


NOEL  S.  SYMONS 

One  of  the  representative  young  attorneys  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  is 
Noel  S.  Symons,  member  of  the  prominent  law  firm  of  Rann,  Vaughan, 
Brown  &  Sturtevant.  He  has  made  an  auspicious  beginning  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  his  profession  during  the  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
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Buffalo  bar,  and  has  been  associated  with  much  litigation  of  importance 
and  of  wide  variety.  A  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred 
December  25,  1897,  his  parents  were  Colonel  Thomas  William  and  Letitia 
Virginia  (Robinson)  Symons.  Colonel  Symons,  who  was  one  of  the  most 
eminent  engineers  of  the  United  States  Army,  was  born  at  Keeseville, 
Essex  county,  New  York,  February  7,  1849,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Syrena 
(Eaton)  Symons,  the  father  a  native'  of  England.  Thomas  W.  Symons 
attended  the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  for  one 
year,  then  received  an  appointment  to  the  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1874,  at  the  head  of  his  class. 
He  was  then  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  engineering  corps, 
and  took  post-graduate  studies  for  more  than  a  year  at  Willett’s  Point 
(Fort  Totten),  New  York  harbor.  During  the  year  1876,  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  war  department  surveys  of  the  west  under  the  general  direc¬ 
tion  of  Lieutenant  George  M.  Wheeler,  the  operations  extending  over  most 
of  Utah,  Nevada,  northern  California,  Oregon,  and  a  part  of  Washington. 
From  1879  until  1882,  Lieutenant  Symons  was  chief  engineer  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Columbia,  then  under  command  of  General  0.  0.  Howard, 
and  made  a  survey  of  the  Columbia  river  from  its  source  to  its  mouth. 
He  also  prepared  a  map  of  the  Pacific  Northwest,  which  was  afterwards 
identified  as  Lieutenant  Symons’  map  in  all  authorities.  In  1883  he  made 
an  examination  of  the  Mexico-United  States  boundary  line  under  instruc¬ 
tions  of  the  Department  of  State  and  in  cooperation  with  Mexican  officials, 
and  his  report  and  recommendations  form  the  basis  for  the  boundary 
treaty  between  the  two  countries.  This  was  followed  by  five  years  of 
service  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  first  as  the  superintendent  of  construction 
of  the  new  water  works  for  the  city,  and  then  as  assistant  engineer  com¬ 
missioner,  in  which  position  he  had  charge  of  the  municipal  engineering 
work  of  the  city  and  district.  During  this  period,  he  also  prepared  the 
first  set  of  regulations  for  platting  and  subdividing  the  lands  outside  of 
the  old  limits  of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  a  captaincy  in  1884.  From  1889  to  1894  Captain  Symons  was 
stationed  at  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  had  charge  of  river  and  harbor 
improvements,  including  important  works  on  the  Oregon  and  Washington 
coasts,  Puget  Sound,  the  Columbia  and  Snake  rivers,  and  various  streams 
in  Idaho  and  Montana.  His  chief  work  during  this  period  consisted  of 
preparing  the  plan  for  the  south  jetty  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  for 
deepening  and  maintaining  the  channel  which  has  since  been  developed 
and  from  which  Portland  has  greatly  benefited. 

Beginning  in  1894,  Captain  Symons  took  charge  of  the  government 
engineering  work  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  planned  and  constructed 
the  longest  breakwater  in  the  world.  In  1896  he  was  promoted  to  major 
in  the  engineering  corps.  In  1899  he  was  appointed  by  Theodore  Roose¬ 
velt,  then  governor  of  New  York,  a  member  of  the  canal  committee  of 
five,  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  future  canal  policy  of  the  state.  This  com¬ 
mittee  recommended  the  construction  of  a  barge  canal,  and  Major  Symons 
compiled  the  report  in  which  he  demonstrated  that  a  barge  canal  would 
be  more  serviceable  than  a  ship  canal.  During  a  portion  of  the  time 
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he  was  stationed  in  Buffalo,  he  also  acted  as  engineer  of  the  tenth  light¬ 
house  district,  which  included  the  Detroit  river,  Niagara  river,  Lake 
Ontario  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river.  During  his  sojourn  in  Buffalo,  Major 
Symons  was  a  director  of  the  Pan-American  Exposition,  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee,  and  chairman  of  its  entertainment  committee.  In 
1903  he  was  appointed  colonel,  and  was  ordered  to  Washington  to  become 
President  Roosevelt’s  military  aide  at  the  White  House,  and  to  serve  in 
the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  the  government’s  public  buildings, 
grounds  and  parks.  In  the  meantime,  the  state  of  New  York'  voted  an 
appropriation  for  the  survey  plans  of  the  barge  canal,  and  President 
Roosevelt,  by  means  of  a  special  act  of  congress,  obtained  for  him  special 
leave  of  absence  from  the  army.  He  then  went  to  Albany,  where  he 
became  a  member  of  the  state’s  advisory  board  of  consulting  engineers. 
He  continued  this  work  until  1911,  retiring  from  the  army  under  the 
prescribed  age  limit  in  1908.  His  last  engineering  work  before  retiring 
to  private  life  was  done  while  serving  on  a  board  to  prepare  a  report  on 
the  advisability  of  a  canal  between  Pittsburgh  and  the  Great  Lakes. 
Colonel  Symons  was  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Civil  Engineers  of  Western  New  York;  a 
member  of  the  Electric  Towage  Commission  of  New  York;  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Erie  Yacht  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Club,  and  a  member  of 
the  Ellicott  and  Buffalo  Country  Clubs,  and  of  the  Metropolitan,  Chevy 
Chase,  and  Montgomery  County  Clubs  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Colonel  Symons  was  married  in  Philadelphia,  October  7,  1884,  to 
Letitia,  daughter  of  Alexander  Robinson,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  them  were  born  a  daughter  and  two  sons,  namely:  Margaretta 
Pemberton,  Thomas  W.,  Jr.,  and  Noel  S.  Colonel  Symons  died  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  November  23,  1920,  and  is  buried  in  the  Arlington  National 
Cemetery.  He  was  the  author  of  two  books,  whose  titles  are  “The 
Columbia  River”  and  “A  Ship  Canal  from  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Sea.” 
Colonel  Symons  was  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Noel  S.  Symons  attended  the  Force  public  school  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
then  the  Hoosac  school  at  Hoosick,  New  York,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1915.  This  was  followed  by  study  at  Princeton  University,  which 
institution  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1919.  Hav¬ 
ing  determined  to  make  the  law  his  life  work,  Mr.  Symons  then  became  a 
student  in  George  Washington  University  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and 
graduated  therefrom  with  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1922.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  District  of  Columbia  in  1922,  and  to  the  New 
York  bar  in  1923.  He  became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Locke, 
Babcock,  Spratt,  and  Hollister,  which  continued  until  January,  1924, 
when  the  present  firm  of  Rann,  Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant  was  organ¬ 
ized,  with  which  Mr.  Symons  became  associated,  becoming  a  member  in 
1928.  This  well  established  firm  engages  in  general  practice,  specializing 
in  railroad  and  corporation  law.  Mr.  Symons  is  a  member  of  the  Bar 
Association  of  Erie  County,  is  a  republican  in  his  political  activities,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Saturn 
Club  and  the  Country  Club  of  Buffalo. 
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During  the  World  war,  Mr.  Symons  was  in  training  for  three  months 
during  the  summer  of  1918,  and  received  a  commission  as  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  at  Plattsburg,  New  York.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Camp 
Grant  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Seventy-first  Com¬ 
pany,  Eighteenth  Battalion  of  Infantry,  Training  and  Replacement 
troops.  He  served  until  December  3,  1918,  when  he  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  with  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 

Noel  S.  Symons  was  married  February  14,  1928,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss 
Evelyn  Devine,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and 
Blanche  (Smith)  Devine,  the  father  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Symons  was 
educated  in  the  Farmington  School  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  is  a 
member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  the  Junior  League  of  Buffalo, 
and  the  Campanile  Club  of  Buffalo. 


ERIC  McLEAN 

Thorough,  painstaking  and  dependable,  Eric  McLean  has  risen  rapidly 
in  the  business  world  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  officers  of  John  R. 
Caffrey  &  Company,  Incorporated,  investment  bankers,  whom  he  repre¬ 
sents  in  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  November  24,  1902, 
and  is  a  son  of  Seward  and  Edith  Lillis  (May)  McLean,  also  natives  of 
the  dominion.  His  great-grandfather  in  the  paternal  line  emigrated  from 
Scotland  to  Canada  in  an  early  day  and  the  great-grandmother  came  of 
Irish  lineage.  The  great-grandfather  on  the  distaff  side  was  born  in  Fin¬ 
land,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 

Reared  in  his  native  province,  Eric  McLean  supplemented  his  public 
school  education  by  a  course  in  a  business  college  and  following  his  gradua¬ 
tion  was  in  the  service  of  the  Canadian  government  for  a  year.  He  was 
identified  with  fishing  activities  in  Canada  for  two  years  and  then  came 
to  Buffalo  on  the  24th  of  November,  1924.  Here  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  General  Electric  Company  but  a  year  later  joined  the  sales  force 
of  Hambleton  &  Company,  investment  bankers,  continuing  in  that  capacity 
for  four  and  a  half  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  man¬ 
ager.  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  resigned  to  become  vice  president  of  the 
investment  banking  house  of  John  R.  Caffrey  &  Company,  Incorporated, 
of  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  has  since  had  charge  of  their  Buffalo  office, 
which  is  located  at  828  Liberty  Bank  building.  To  the  discharge  of  his 
important  duties  he  brings  the  requisite  experience  and  executive  force 
as  well  as  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  youth,  which  combine  to  make 
his  labors  doubly  effective,  and  under  his  wise  management  the  local  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  corporation  is  rapidly  expanding. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1929,  Mr.  McLean  was  married  to  Miss  Edith 
Lillian  Hamilton,  a  native  of  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  and  they  have  one 
child,  William  Eric.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  World  war  the  father  of 
Mrs.  McLean  went  overseas  with  the  first  contingent  of  Canadian  forces 
and  was  stationed  on  various  fronts,  participating  in  many  notable  battles. 
During  his  three  years  of  service  he  was  wounded,  shell  shocked  and 
gassed  and  died  in  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  as  the  result  of  his  injuries. 
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Alert,  enterprising  and  self-reliant,  Mr.  McLean  has  made  the  most 
of  his  opportunities  and  although  but  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he  has 
already  advanced  far  on  the  highroad  which  leads  to  success.  He  is  the 
possessor  of  a  pleasing  personality  and  in  his  career  exemplifies  the 
sterling  attributes  of  a  long  line  of  worthy  ancestors. 


GEORGE  G.  KLEINDINST 

George  G.  Kleindinst,  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  is  one 
of  the  best  known  bank  executives  in  this  city.  His  business  career  began 
in  the  banking  business  and  with  the  same  bank  of  which  he  is  now  the 
executive  head. 

Mr.  Kleindinst  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  15,  1886,  the  only  son  of 
his  parents,  George  and  Louisa  (Egge)  Kleindinst,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Buffalo.  The  Kleindinst  family  dates  back  to  an  early  day  here, 
when  Jacob  Kleindinst,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  George  G.,  left  Ger¬ 
many  as  a  young  man  to  seek  his  fortune  in  America  and  settled  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  He  was  a  baker  by  trade  and  engaged  in  that  business  to  the  time 
of  his  retirement,  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  He  had  a  family  of  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom,  Mrs.  George  Hensen  and  William  Kleindinst,  are  yet 
living. 

George  Kleindinst,  the  father  of  George  G.,  was  for  many  years  iden¬ 
tified  with  Lang’s  Brewery  in  Buffalo,  as  cashier.  He  died  in  1927,  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  widow,  who,  previous  to  her  marriage,  was  Miss  Louisa  Egge. 
They  were  the  parents  of  a  son  and  two  daughters :  George  G. ;  Hilda, 
the  wife  of  Albert  J.  Scheu,  of  Buffalo;  and  Alma,  now  Mrs.  John  Astfalk, 
also  of  this  city. 

George  G.  Kleindinst  received  his  early  education  in  Buffalo  schools, 
later  attended  the  Wagner  Memorial  Lutheran  College,  on  Staten  Island, 
and  finished  his  education  at  the  University  of  Rochester.  Soon  after 
leaving  college  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  German-American  Bank, 
which  in  1918  became  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo.  Starting  in  a  minor 
position,  his  subsequent  advancements  have  come  as  the  recognition  of 
work  well  done  and  his  capacity  for  assuming  greater  burdens  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities.  In  1927  Mr.  Kleindinst  was  elected  president  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  has  since  been  its  executive  head.  The  growth 
of  this  bank,  extending  through  a  period  of  almost  a  half  century,  has 
been  contemporary  with  the  greatest  industrial  and  commercial  develop¬ 
ment  of  Buffalo,  and  a  more  extended  history  of  the  institution  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Among  his  other  business  connections  he 
is  a  director  of  the  Liberty  Share  Corporation,  the  Western  New  York 
Securities  Corporation,  the  Liberty  Limited  Corporation  and  the  Abstract 
Title  &  Mortgage  Corporation. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  1911,  Mr.  Kleindinst  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  W. 
Hoffman,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Annie  Hoff¬ 
man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kleindinst  have  two  sons  and  a  daughter;  Robert  E., 
born  February  24,  1914;  Richard  G.,  born  August  7,  1916;  and  Betta 
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Rose,  born  September  3,  1926.  The  family  attend  the  Parkside  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Kleindinst  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason, 
belonging  to  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory, 
and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Appreciative  of  the  so¬ 
cial  amenities  of  life,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Launch  Club,  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Transit  Valley  Country 
Club  and  the  Wanakah  Country  Club. 

A  man  of  well  balanced  capacities  and  powers  whose  sound  judgment 
and  even  paced  energy  have  carried  him  steadily  forward  to  an  outstand¬ 
ing  position  in  Buffalo’s  banking  circles,  he  is  an  excellent  example  of 
the  type  of  bank  executive  developed  in  the  present  age,  with  a  native 
genius  for  organization  and  aptitude  for  successful  management.  He  has 
a  wide  acquaintance  among  business  and  financial  leaders  and  not  a  few 
of  his  warmest  friends  and  admirers,  have  known  him  from  boyhood.  Mr. 
Kleindinst  resides  at  101  Beard  avenue,  with  a  summer  residence  at  Han¬ 
ford  Bay,  Silver  Creek,  New  York. 


HON.  JOHN  RAYMOND  HAZEL 


Entering  upon  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  his  native  city,  when  a 
lad  of  fifteen,  Hon.  John  Raymond  Hazel  has  continuously  followed  his 
profession  since  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  the  year  1882  and  during 
thirty  years  of  that  period  he  served  with  distinction  as  judge  of  the 
United  States  district  court  of  the  western  district  of  New  York  and  was 
said  to  be  the  second  senior  federal  district  judge,  in  point  of  service,  in 
the  entire  country.  Before  his  elevation  to  the  bench  he  was  nationally 
known  as  a  leader  of  the  republican  party  and  has  numbered  among  his 
friends  eminent  statesmen  and  other  notable  personages.  On  March  5, 
1931,  Judge  Hazel  retired  from  the  bench,  at  which  time  he  received  letters 
of  commendation  from  President  Hoover,  the  attorney  general  of  the 
United  States,  numerous  judges  from  the  federal  bench,  judges  of  the 
supreme  court  of  New  York  and  many  lawyers  who  had  practiced  before 
him  during  his  long  period  of  service. 

Judge  Hazel  was  born  December  18,  1860,  his  parents  being  natives 
of  Germany  who  came  to  the  United  States  about  1850,  settling  in  Buffalo. 

Judge  Hazel,  in  his  early  youth,  attended  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school 
of  Buffalo  and  afterward  became  a  worker  in  a  factory.  He  soon  found 
this  employment  distasteful  and  a  year  later  obtained  a  position  in  the 
law  office  of  James  C.  Fullerton,  of  Buffalo,  who  was  then  assistant  city 
attorney.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  owing  to  his  untiring  appli¬ 
cation,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  New  York.  In  1882  he 
enlisted  in  the  New  York  National  Guard  as  a  private  in  his  company, 
which  was  attached  to  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment,  and  soon  afterward  was 
made  a  petty  officer.  Later  he  was  instrumental  in  the  organization  of 
Company  B  and  became  its  first  lieutenant.  Meanwhile  he  had  become 
associated  as  a  partner  with  Mr.  Fullerton,  his  former  employer,  and 
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Tracy  C.  Becker,  the  law  firm  being  known  as  Fullerton,  Becker  &•  Hazel, 
a  connection  which  was  maintained  from  1882  until  1890.  He  then  with¬ 
drew  from  the  firm,  taking  as  a  partner  Frank  A.  Abbott,  who  later 
became  district  attorney  of  Erie  county. 

At  the  time  he  attained  his  majority  Judge  Hazel  became  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  republican  party  and  soon  gained  prominence  in  its 
councils.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  was  made  secretary  of  the  repub¬ 
lican  county  committee,  acting  in  that  capacity  under  the  chairmanship 
of  George  Urban,  Jr.,  until  1896.  Subsequently  he  was  elected  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  then  thirty-second  congressional  district  on  the  republican  state 
committee  and  soon  became  a  member  of  its  executive  board,  on  which 
he  served  for  many  years.  In  the  republican  state  convention  of  1898  he 
was  chairman  of  the  Erie  county  delegation  and  as  such  cast  its  fifty-five 
votes  for  Theodore  Roosevelt,  then  a  candidate  for  governor  of  New  York. 
Judge  Hazel  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  notification  committee,  of  which 
Thomas  C.  Platt  was  the  chairman.  The  Judge  was  a  delegate  to  the 
republican  national  convention  at  St.  Louis  in  1896,  when  he  voted  for 
Levi  P.  Morton.  In  the  year  1900,  at  the  republican  state  convention  held 
in  Albany,  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  nominations  of  delegates 
at  large  to  the  national  convention  at  Philadelphia,  and  later  was  elected 
a  delegate  from  his  congressional  district  to  the  national  convention, 
where  he  voted  for  William  McKinley.  Immediately  after  the  death  of 
President  McKinley,  Judge  Hazel,  who  was  then  United  States  district 
court  judge,  delivered  the  constitutional  oath  to  Theodore  Roosevelt  at 
the  home  of  Ansley  Wilcox,  and  is  the  only  person  now  living  who  has 
sworn  in  a  president  of  the  United  States,  a  distinction  he  has  held  since 
the  death  of  Chief  Justice  William  Howard  Taft.  Judge  Hazel  was  one 
of  the  first  prominent  men  to  support  Theodore  Roosevelt  for  governor 
of  New  York,  and  in  his  memoirs  Colonel  Roosevelt  acknowledged  the 
debt,  stating  that  his  nomination  was  brought  about  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin 
B.  Odell,  later  governor  of  New  York,  Congressman  Lemuel  E.  Quigg  and 
John  R.  Hazel.  Judge  Hazel  was  a  great  admirer  of  President  Roosevelt 
and  was  closely  associated  with  Senator  Platt  until  the  latter’s  death,  while 
for  many  years  he  has  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Chauncey  M.  Depew. 

Although  extremely  active  in  politics,  Judge  Hazel  was  a  candidate  for 
but  one  elective  office.  Against  his  wish,  in  1891  he  was  nominated  for 
the  state  legislature  in  a  district  with  a  normal  democratic  majority  of 
fifteen  hundred,  which  his  candidacy  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
In  1894,  through  appointment  of  James  A.  Roberts,  comptroller  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  he  became  commissioner  of  corporation  tax  at  Buffalo, 
thus  serving  for  two  years,  and  in  1896  was  chosen  by  Justice  Henry  A. 
Childs  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  as  one  of  the  two  receivers  of 
the  Buffalo  Bank  of  Commerce,  his  associate  being  Senator  H.  H.  Parsons. 

It  was  in  June,  1900,  that  Hon.  John  R.  Hazel  received  his  appoint¬ 
ment  from  President  McKinley  as  judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court,  an  office  for  which  he  was  recommended  by  Senators  Platt  and 
Depew  as  well  as  judges  of  the  supreme  court  and  other  men  of  promi¬ 
nence  in  local,  state  and  national  affairs.  His  notable  achievements  as  a 
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jurist  are  best  described  in  the  following  account,  which  was  published 
by  the  American  Historical  Society  in  1916. 

“John  Raymond  Hazel’s  record  as  a  judge  is  one  which  deserves 
mention  because  of  the  importance  of  the  litigation  which  has  been  tried 
before  him  and  because  of  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  his  verdicts,  wisdom 
and  justice  admitted  by  all,  even  those  who  have  been  his  opponents. 
Judge  Hazel  has  sat  in  a  number  of  important  cases  which  were  of  public 
interest  as  well  as  in  hundreds  of  cases  of  a  more  private  nature,  or  of 
less  interest  to  the  public  generally.  Litigation  of  the  most  important 
kind  in  the  modern  business  world  has  come  before  him,  causes  involving 
great  sums  of  money  and  most  complicated  questions  of  fact  together 
with  difficult  problems  of  law.  They  include  patent,  admiralty,  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  criminal,  equity  and  common  law  cases.  In  fact,  the  United  States 
district  court  has  jurisdiction  on  all  questions  that  come  ordinarily  before 
a  supreme  court  of  the  state  where  the  litigation  is  between  citizens  of 
different  states,  and  in  addition  it  has  jurisdiction  over  litigation  arising 
over  validity  of  rights  claimed  under  United  States  laws,  such  as  those 
arising  from  claims  of  infringement  of  patent,  admiralty  and  so  on.  No 
other  judge  sitting  in  any  English  speaking  country  has  so  wide  a  juris¬ 
diction  and  power  as  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  judge. 

“Soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  bench  the  cause  was  argued  before 
him  sitting  as  equity  judge  of  the  Underground  Railway  Company  against 
the  city  of  New  York,  in  which  the  complainant  sought  to  enjoin  the  city 
and  the  contractors  of  the  subway  from  completing  the  work  of  building 
the  subway,  the  ground  of  action  being  that  the  legislature  had  previously 
granted  the  right  to  build  the  subway  to  another  corporation.  The  case 
was  argued  by  such  eminent  counsel  as  Edward  M.  Shepard,  Attorney 
General  Wickersham,  Delaney  Nicoll  and  Roger  Foster.  Judge  Hazel’s 
opinion  in  that  hard  fought  battle  was  sustained  ultimately  by  the  United 
States  supreme  court,  which  held,  as  he  did,  that  whatever  rights  the 
original  company  had  were  forfeited. 

“Another  case  of  even  wider  popular  interest  was  that  in  which,  after 
amendment  to  the  copyright  law,  a  music  publishing  company  sued  a 
music  manufacturing  company,  the  White-Smith  Company  against  the 
Apollo  Company,  the  question  being  whether  a  musical  composition  in  the 
pianola  or  phonograph,  or  automatic  was  an  infringement  of  the  copyright 
staff  notations.  Judge  Hazel  held  that  the  copyright  act  could  not  be 
enlarged  to  include  modern  appliances  for  reproducing  sound  or  music. 
He  was  sustained  all  the  way  up  to  the  higher  court,  the  case  being 
argued  on  one  side  by  Governor  Hughes. 

“One  of  the  most  noted  cases  decided  by  Judge  Hazel  was  that  in  the 
action  against  directors  of  the  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Company  on  the 
ground  of  alleged  wrong  doing.  Judge  Hazel  held  that  the  policyholder 
could  not  sue  the  society  in  equity  for  asserted  wrong  doing  of  former 
officers  of  the  company.  He  dismissed  the  appeal.  Among  the  eminent 
counsel  in  that  company  were  William  D.  Guthrie,  William  B.  Hornblower 
and  John  R.  Dos  Pasos.  In  that  case  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  reversed 
Judge  Hazel  but  the  supreme  court  sustained  him  and  dismissed  the 
appeal,  Judge  Peckham,  now  deceased,  writing  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
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“The  case  of  Thomsen  et  al  versus  Sir  Charles  Cayser  et  al  was  a 
suit  to  recover  treble  damages  under  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act  involving 
the  construction  of  the  act  with  regard  to  its  application  to  a  combination 
of  steamboat  lines  for  maintaining  transportation  rates  from  New  York 
to  South  African  ports.  The  case  was  tried  before  Judge  Hazel  and  a 
jury  and  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  was  rendered.  This  was  subsequently 
reversed  by  the  circuit  court  of  appeals,  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  dissenting 
in  a  strong  opinion,  but  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  affirmed 
the  opinion  of  the  district  court,  saying  of  Judge  Hazel’s  instructions  to 
the  jury:  ‘The  record  shows  a  most  painstaking  trial  of  the  case  on  the 
part  of  counsel  and  the  court,  a  full  explanation  of  all  the  elements  of 
judgment  and  careful  instructions  of  the  court  for  their  estimate.’ 

“The  first  litigation  coming  before  any  court  concerning  aeroplanes 
or  flying  machines  was  tried  and  decided  by  Judge  Hazel  (Wright  vs. 
Curtiss,  204  Fed.  597)  and  the  patent  issued  to  Wilbur  and  Orville  Wright, 
inventors,  was  held  a  pioneer  patent  in  the  art  and  infringed  by  the 
Curtiss  aeroplane,  which  it  had  been  claimed  was  operated  on  a  radically 
different  principle.  This  discussion  was  affirmed  by  the  circuit  court  of 
appeals  upon  the  opinion  of  Judge  Hazel  and  was  followed  in  various 
similar  actions  on  the  patent  in  France  and  England. 

“Another  case  of  interest  was  the  Goodwin  Film  and  Camera  Com¬ 
pany  versus  the  Eastman  Kodak  Company,  207  Fed.  351,  involving  a 
patent  for  making  photographic  films  by  dissolving  nitrocellulose  in  a 
solution  of  nitrobenzole  and  spreading  upon  it,  after  it  had  become 
hardened,  a  sensitizing  emulsion.  The  defendant  claimed  to  operate  under 
a  widely  different  process,  including  different  ingredients  for  making  the 
film,  but  Judge  Hazel  held  that  the  Goodwin  patent  was  a  pioneer  inven¬ 
tion  and  the  claims  allowed  by  the  patent  office  broad  enough  to  include 
defendant’s  process.  The  case  commanded  much  attention  at  the  time 
and  was  earnestly  contested,  but  on  appeal  to  the  circuit  court  of  appeals 
Judge  Hazel’s  opinion  was  unanimously  sustained.” 

In  1914  there  was  tried  before  him  in  New  York  city  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Henry  L.  Marshall,  charged  with  transporting  liquor  at  sea  from 
the  vessel  outside  of  the  three-mile  limit  and  transferring  same  into  small 
boats,  and  thus  illegally  introducing  intoxicating  liquor  into  the  United 
States,  and  Judge  Hazel  held  that  the  vessel  introducing  liquor  into  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  by  hovering  off  the  coast  and  unloading 
into  small  craft  within  four  leagues  of  land,  subjected  herself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  court  and  may  be  proceeded  against  for 
forfeiture.  This  case  was  regarded  as  a  test  case.  The  circuit  court  of 
appeals  upheld  Judge  Hazel’s  ruling,  with  the  result  that  later  on  Chief 
Justice  Hughes  of  the  supreme  court,  who  was  then  secretary  of  state, 
entered  into  treaty  relations  with  Great  Britain  by  which  a  vessel  peddling 
liquor  along  the  coast  could  be  pursued  to  a  point  outside  the  four-league 
limit. 

In  1927  another  case  of  public  interest  came  before  him  which  in¬ 
volved  construction  of  the  immigration  act  relating  to  aliens  entering  the 
United  States  from  Canada,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  employ- 
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ment,  without  having  passports  or  unexpired  consular  visas.  He  ruled 
that  Article  3  of  the  Jay  Treaty  of  1794  was  abrogated  by  the  War  of  1812, 
and  that  the  term  “aliens  visiting  the  United  States  for  business  or 
pleasure”  did  not  apply  to  such  entry,  and  therefore  the  deportation  orders 
of  the  immigration  department  were  justified.  On  appeal  to  the  circuit 
court  of  appeals  his  decision  was  reversed,  but  later  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  in  a  decision  by  Mr.  Justice  Sutherland,  held  that  his 
decision  was  correct ;  with  the  result  that  many  aliens  who  had  unlawfully 
entered  the  United  States  to  work  and  in  search  of  work  were  deported. 

“Many  other  cases  of  importance  have  been  decided  by  Judge  Hazel 
on  the  patent,  admiralty  and  common  law  sides  of  the  court,  also  many 
criminal  cases  involving  violations  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  and  Elkins 
acts  prohibiting  the  giving  of  rebates  on  interstate  transportation  have 
been  tried  before  him  and  the  defendants  found  guilty,  and  for  such  viola¬ 
tions  he  has  imposed  fines  during  the  years  1911  to  1916  inclusive  aggre¬ 
gating  upwards  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Judge  Hazel  has 
won  golden  opinions  from  members  of  the  bar  for  his  work  on  the  United 
States  district  court  bench  and  all  of  his  heavy  penalties  against  violators 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  laws  have  been  collected.”  1128605 

On  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  judicial  incumbency,  the  Bar 
Association  of  Erie  County  had  a  banquet  in  his  honor  and  presented  him 
with  a  silver  service  as  a  tribute  to  his  services.  The  Bar  Associations 
of  Rochester  and  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  also  held  meetings  of  tribute 
to  Judge  Hazel’s  judicial  work.  At  a  later  date,  in  addressing  his  pro¬ 
fessional  colleagues  on  the  occasion  of  the  presentation  by  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association  of  Judge  Hazel’s  portrait  at  Buffalo,  April  17,  1926,  Chief 
Circuit  Judge  Henry  Wade  Rogers  said  in  part:  “Gentlemen  of  the  Bar: 

I  accept  on  behalf  of  the  court  the  portrait  of  Judge  Hazel  which  you 
have  so  graciously  presented.  It  is  a  fitting  recognition  by  the  bar  of 
the  judicial  service  of  a  judge  who  for  almost  twenty-six  years  has  sat 
In  this  court  and  still  sits  here,  administering  justice  impartially,  fear¬ 
lessly  and  with  marked  ability.  The  longer  he  has  served  in  this  re¬ 
sponsible  position  and  the  better  you  have  known  him,  the  more  highly 
you  have  esteemed  him.  You  have  presented  the  portrait  because  of  your 
respect  for  his  legal  attainments,  his  judicial  mind  and  character,  the 
fidelity  to  duty  and  the  uprightness  of  the  life  he  has  lived.” 

Judge  Hazel  was  married  June  26,  1902,  to  Elizabeth  Drake,  a  daughter 
of  Marcus  M.  and  Mary  A.  (Ludlow)  Drake  and  a  member  of  an  old  and 
highly  esteemed  family  of  Buffalo.  Her  father  fought  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  and  following  the  war  became  captain  of  ships  operating  , 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  an  alderman  of 
Buffalo  and  also  gave  proof  of  his  public  spirit  as  a  commissioner  of 
public  works.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Hazel  have  five  children,  a  son  and  four 
daughters:  Margaret  Drake,  who  was  born  May  22,  1904;  Adelaide 
Ludlow,  born  May  11,  1906;  John  Raymond,  Jr.,  December  8,  1907;  Mollie, 
February  9,  1909 ;  and  Elizabeth,  June  12,  1913. 

Judge  Hazel  is  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Buffalo,  the 
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Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New 
York  Bar  Association  and  American  Bar  Association  and  the  Buffalo  Club. 
As  a  result  of  his  manifold  activities  Judge  Hazel  has  been  constantly  in 
the  public  eye,  manifesting  an  unusual  capacity  for  public  service,  and 
through  his  example  and  efforts  he  has  inculcated  among  men  high  regard 
for  the  dignity  of  the  law  and  respect  for  its  observance. 


BARTON  ADRIAN  BEAN,  Jr. 

Barton  A.  Bean,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo,  is  the  directing  head  of  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  organizations  of  patent  and  trade-mark  attorneys  and  patent  special¬ 
ists  in  the  country.  This  firm,  which  bears  Mr.  Bean’s  name,  is  situated 
in  the  Liberty  Bank  building,  and  represents  many  important  industrial 
concerns  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Bean  was  educated  in  both  the  law 
and  in  engineering,  and  bears  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
authorities  on  patent  law  now  active  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Barton  A.  Bean,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  October  5,  1889, 
his  parents  being  Barton  A.  and  Eliza  (Skeen)  Bean.  The  father  was  a 
noted  curator,  and  served  as  curator  of  fishes  in  the  national  museum  at 
Washington.  He  was  born  in  Bainbridge,  Pennsylvania.  Members  of 
the  Bean  family  were  in  America  prior  to  the  Revolution,  and  were  among 
the  earliest  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  Bainbridge  and  Marietta,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  an  uncle  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was 
state  fish  culturist  of  New  York,  and  was  also  curator  of  fishes  at  the 
national  museum.  He  was  a  chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor,  and  a  son 
of  the  Rising  Sun,  the  latter  an  ancient  order  of  Japan,  his  membership 
having  been  conferred  upon  him  for  his  notable  scientific  achievement. 
Barton  A.  and  Eliza  (Skeen)  Bean  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as 
follows:  George,  who  is  a  lawyer  of  New  York  city;  Barton  A.;  Tarle¬ 
ton  H.,  an  engineer;  John  B.,  a  mining  engineer;  Edwin  T.,  a  lawyer; 
Bertha  0.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Rea  Shaffer,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  and 
Lida  B.,  who  is  married  to  Walter  Pilcher,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Barton  A.  Bean,  Jr.,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Washington,  D.  C., 
then  studied  law  at  Georgetown  University  and  at  the  National  University 
of  Law.  He  also  studied  engineering  at  George  Washington  University. 
Having  completed  his  studies,  he  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  so  continued  until  1920,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Parker,  Pro-chnow  &  Bean.  In  1925 
Mr.  Bean  became  connected  with  the  Trico  Products  Corporation  as  gen¬ 
eral  counsel,  and  in  1926  he  devoted  his  time  exclusively  to  patents.  He 
is  now  directing  his  own  organization  with  offices  in  Buffalo  and  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo;  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club;  the  American  Bar  Association;  and  the  American  Patent 
Law  Association.  His  church  connection  is  with  the  Westminster  Pres¬ 
byterian. 

Mr.  Bean  was  married  to  Miss  Theresa  Palmer,  who  was  born  at 
Washington,  D.  C.,  a  daughter  of  Philip  C.  and  Margaret  L.  (Anderson) 
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Palmer,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  Barton  A.  Ill, 
born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  June  13,  1917,  and  Charles  Palmer,  born  in 
Buffalo,  November  27,  1923.  The  family  residence  is  at  240  South  Cayuga 
street,  Williamsville,  New  York. 


COURTLANDT  VAN  CLIEF 

Among  the  well  known  business  men  of  Buffalo,  who  have  established 
their  residence  in  this  city  during  recent  years,  is  Courtlandt  Van  Clief, 
president  of  Carroll  Bros.,  wholesale  dealers  in  sand,  gravel  and  limestone, 
with  offices  at  490  Ellicott  Square  building.  Mr.  Van  Clief  has  created  a 
most  favorable  position  for  himself  in  business  and  social  circles  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  as  he  has  shown  at  all  times  a  spirit  of  cooperation  and  good  fellow¬ 
ship  and  has  likewise  demonstrated  his  ability  as  an  executive. 

Courtlandt  Van  Clief  was  born  on  Staten  Island,  New  York,  November 
15,  1887,  and  is  descended  in  direct  line  from  Jans  Van  Clief,  who  settled 
on  Long  Island,  in  the  year  1653,  and  later  moved  to  Staten  Island,  where 
the  family  has  lived  ever  since.  William  S.  Van  Clief,  the  father  of  Court¬ 
landt  Van  Clief,  was  born  on  Staten  Island  and  for  many  years  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  there,  as  also  was  his  father,  John  H.  Van 
Clief.  The  latter  married  a  Miss  Vreeland.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war  and  always  resided  on  Staten  Island  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
died.  William  S.  Van  Clief  married  Miss  Adelaide  Carroll,  a  native  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Mary  (De  Cies) 
Carroll.  This  Carroll  family  became  early  residents  of  Buffalo  and  more 
extended  mention  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work  under  the  name  of  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Carroll,  who  is  a  brother  of  Mrs.  William  S.  Van  Clief.  Since  his 
retirement  from  active  business  William  S.  Van  Clief  has  resided  in  San 
Francisco,  California.  The  death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  May,  1919,  on 
Staten  Island.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  a  daughter: 
Courtlandt;  William  Carroll,  who  resides  in  Winter  Haven,  Florida;  Ray 
Alan,  of  Buffalo,  who  is  mentioned  on  another  page  of  this  work;  and 
Clare,  the  wife  of  Theodore  W.  Janeway,  of  Staten  Island,  New  York. 

Courtlandt  Van  Clief  attended  a  private  school  on  Staten  Island,  and 
received  his  higher  education  at  the  University  of  New  York,  from  which 
institution  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1909.  In  entering 
business  life  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  William  S.  Van  Clief  & 
Sons,  lumber  dealers,  of  Staten  Island,  in  which  connection  he  remained 
until  1917.  In  that  year  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  for  service 
in  the  World  war  and  attended  the  ground  school  at  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology.  He  sailed  for  France  in  September,  1917,  with 
the  rank  of  ensign  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  remained  overseas  until 
November  11,  1918,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Bay 
Shore,  Long  Island,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 

Mr.  Van  Clief  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  became  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Carroll  Brothers,  which  became  a  corporation  in  1928,  and  of  which 
he  has  since  been  president.  This  company  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  its 
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line  in  Buffalo  and  conducts  an  extensive  business  in  the  wholesale  sand, 
gravel  and  limestone  trade,  having  been  established  in  1885. 

On  November  20,  1929,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Van  Clief  was  married  to  Miss 
Eleanor  Cameron,  a  native  of  Waco,  Texas,  and  a  daughter  of  W.  W.  and 
Faith  (Baird)  Cameron,  prominent  residents  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Van 
Clief  was  educated  at  Miss  Bennett’s  School,  Millbrook,  New  York,  and  is 
a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church. 

In  his  political  connection  Mr.  Van  Clief  is  a  republican.  He  attends 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  member  of  The  Saturn  Club,  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the  Zeta  Psi  fraternity.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
devotee  of  outdoor  life  and  sports,  being  particularly  fond  of  hunting 
and  shooting. 


DARWIN  REIDPATH  MARTIN 

One  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising  young  business  men  of  Buffalo 
is  Darwin  Reidpath  Martin,  head  of  the  well  known  stock  brokerage  and 
investment  security  firm  of  Martin  and  Company,  located  at  15  Court 
street.  Mr.  Martin  is  a  son  of  Darwin  Denice  and  Isabelle  (Reidpath) 
Martin,  who  are  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  publication.  He 
was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  October  3,  1900,  attended  the  grade  and 
high  schools  of  his  native  city  and  in  1919  graduated  from  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy.  Fie  then  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  Yale  University,  from 
which  institution  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  degree  with  the 
class  of  1924.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  Mr.  Martin  was  identified  with 
Larkin  &  Co.  for  a  brief  period,  after  which  he  was  associated  for  five 
years  with  the  firm  of  O’Brian,  Potter,  Stafford  &  Company.  On  May  15, 
1930,  he  embarked  in  the  stock  brokerage  and  investment  securities  busi¬ 
ness  on  his  own  account  under  the  firm  name  of  Martin  and  Company.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange  and  an  associate  member  of 
the  New  York  Curb  Exchange.  Mr.  Martin  has  a  wide  acquaintance 
among  financial  men  and  investors,  and  rapidly  acquired  a  very  desirable 
clientele,  his  house  taking  rank  with  the  higher  class  stock  brokerage 
houses  of  Buffalo.  He  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club, 
the  University  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

On  May  3,  1925,  Mr.  Martin  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Wende,  of 
Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Theodore  F.  Wende,  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  attorneys  of  the  city.  Mrs.  Martin  is  active  in  various  affairs  of  her 
home  city,  especially  in  the  work  of  the  Junior  League,  of  which  she  is  a 
valued  member. 

One  of  the  most  pretentious  and  modern  apartment  houses  in  western 
New  York  has  been  erected  by  Mr.  Martin.  This  eleven-story  structure, 
known  as  800  West  Ferry  street,  has  been  conceived  on  ideals  of  beauty 
and  stability.  Mr.  Martin  sought  to  combine  all  the  luxuries  and  con¬ 
veniences  known  to  apartment  house  construction  in  an  architectural 
scheme  of  exceptionally  good  taste.  He  has  also  sought  to  produce  a 
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distinctive  and  homelike  atmosphere.  The  site  of  the  building  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  city,  and  covers  one  and  one-half  acres,  with  a 
frontage  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  and  a  depth  of  four  hundred 
feet.  The  building  is  constructed  in  the  form  of  a  cross  and  comprises 
twenty-one  homes,  with  the  entire  basement  devoted  to  a  garage  for  the 
occupants  of  the  apartments.  Each  interior  is  individual  in  style,  the 
decorations  being  either  early  American,  English,  Italian  or  French.  Gar¬ 
dens  form  the  rear  terrace,  creating  a  most  artistic  environment  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  neighborhood.  A  wide  lawn,  bordered  by  hedgerows  and 
flower  beds,  slopes  down  to  a  background  of  shrubs  and  fine  old  trees. 
Roof  terraces  are  placed  on  both  the  eighth  and  tenth  floors. 


ROGER  R.  HAYES 

Roger  R.  Hayes,  of  the  firm  of  Hayes  and  Collins,  dealers  in  investment 
securities,  with  offices  in  the  Genesee  building  in  Buffalo,  was  born  in 
Tonawanda,  New  York,  October  29,  1887,  and  in  the  paternal  line  is  of 
English  descent,  representing  a  family  that  was  established  in  this  coun¬ 
try  during  an  early  period  in  its  history.  His  father,  Dr.  Frank  Hayes, 
was  a  prominent  physician  of  Tonawanda  and  in  1894  removed  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  his  demise  in  1917.  In  Bing¬ 
hamton,  New  York,  he  had  married  Miss  Ellen  Russ  and  four  children 
were  born  to  them:  Pliny  H.,  a  well  known  physician  of  Buffalo'; 
Lucretia,  the  widow  of  Norman  Sherry,  who  was  engaged  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  business  in  Troy,  New  York;  Frank,  who  is  connected  with 
the  Marine  Company  of  Middletown,  New  Jersey;  and  Roger  R. 

Roger  R.  Hayes  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo, 
the  Nichols  School  and  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1910.  Following  his  graduation  he  was  identified 
with  lumber  interests  of  Tonawanda  for  a  time.  Going  to  Troy,  New 
York,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  grocery  trade,  after  which  he  was 
identified  with  the  sale  of  varnish  in  New  York  city,  where  he  was  subse¬ 
quently  engaged  in  the  advertising  business.  Meanwhile  he  had  joined 
the  New  York  National  Guard  and  during  the  uprising  on  the  Mexican 
border  was  stationed  at  McAllen,  Texas,  with  the  Seventh  Regiment. 
When  America  became  involved  in  the  World  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry  and  after  a  brief  period  of  training 
at  Camp  Upton  was  sent  overseas.  While  in  France  he  was  attached  to 
the  tank  corps  and  served  with  the  American  troops  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  at  Camp  Custer. 

On  resuming  the  life  of  a  civilian  Mr.  Hayes  accepted  a  position  in  the 
bond  department  of  the  Buffalo  Trust  Company  and  four  years  later 
became  a  representative  of  Paine,  Webber  &  Company,  stock  brokers  of 
New  York.  Having  acquired  the  necessary  experience  and  capital,  he 
formed  his  present  connection  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hayes  and 
Collins,  organized  in  1924.  They  are  members  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Ex¬ 
change  and  occupy  offices  at  1220  Genesee  building.  It  is  the  policy  of 
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the  house  to  recommend  only  bonds  and  stocks  of  the  highest  investment 
quality  and  its  clientele  is  constantly  increasing. 

Mr.  Hayes  was  married  December  26,  1917,  in  Youngstown,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Winnifred  Hall,  a  daughter  of  John  Hall,  a  retired  farmer, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Roger  R.,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  September  19,  1924;  and  Marjorie,  born  October  26,  1927.  Mr. 
Hayes  belongs  to  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  and  the 
Niagara  Club  of  Niagara  Falls.  His  public  spirit  finds  expression  in  his 
membership  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  all  of  its  projects  for  the 
good  of  the  city  meet  with  his  hearty  cooperation.  Mr.  Hayes’  residence 
is  at  88  Oakland  place,  and  his  summer  home  is  at  Port  Colborne,  Ontario. 


STANLEY  GEISMER  FALK 

In  the  front  ranks  of  the  younger  attorneys  of  Buffalo,  is  Stanley  G. 
Falk,  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Falk,  Phillips,  Twelvetrees  &  Falk,  with 
offices  at  1918  Liberty  Bank  building.  He  has  specialized  in  the  practice 
of  corporation  law  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  business  matters 
of  importance,  now  being  a  director  in  a  number  of  corporations.  Born 
in  Buffalo,  September  25,  1897,  he  is  a  son  of  I.  H.  and  Caroline  (Geismer) 
Falk.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  but  spent 
practically  all  of  his  life  in  Buffalo,  where  for  many  years  he  was  a  leading 
contractor.  The  mother  was  born  in  Buffalo,  her  father  being  Meyer 
Geismer,  a  member  of  the  clothing  firm  of  Brock,  Weiner  &  Geismer.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  S.  G.  Falk  was  Rabbi  Samson  Falk,  who  served 
in  the  Beth  Zion  Temple  of  Buffalo  for  about  twenty  years.  During  his 
career,  he  was  noted  for  his  deep  interest  and  activity  in  all  kinds  of 
charitable  work,  and  regardless  of  creed  was  loved  and  respected  by  the 
people  of  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Stanley  G.  Falk  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo  and 
after  his  graduation  in  1914  entered  Columbia  University,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  studies  for  a  period  of  eighteen  months.  He  entered  Harvard 
University  in  February,  1916,  and  in  1919  was  graduated  from  this  insti¬ 
tution  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Later  in  the  same  year  he 
returned  to  the  Harvard  Law  School  and  in  1922  received  his  Bachelor  of 
Laws  degree.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  October 
12,  1922,  and  then  entered  the  office  of  his  uncle,  Eugene  L.  Falk,  of  the 
law  firm  of  Falk,  Phillips  &  Schlenker,  which  is  now  Falk,  Phillips, 
Twelvetrees  &  Falk.  Stanley  G.  Falk  is  also  a  director  of  the  Syracuse 
Strand  Theatre  Corporation,  of  Martin  &  Swartz,  Inc.,  of  the  William  J. 
Conners  Contracting  Company,  the  All  American  Shares  Corporation,  the 
Greater  Buffalo  Properties,  Inc.,  the  Victoria  Theatre  Company,  Inc.,  and 
the  Buffalo  Holding  Company. 

During  the  period  of  the  United  States’  participation  in  the  World 
war,  Mr.  Falk  enlisted  in  the  Harvard  Student  Officers  Training  Corps, 
and  in  September,  1918,  was  sent  to  the  Field  Artillery  Training  School 
at  Camp  Zachary  Taylor,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  stationed 
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at  the  time  the  armistice  was  signed.  Thereafter  he  received  his  com¬ 
mission  as  second  lieutenant  in  the  Field  Artillery,  Reserve  Corps,  and 
continued  in  the  service  until  1929,  when  he  resigned.  He  gives  his 
political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  holding  to  the  religious 
faith  of  his  fathers,  is  a  member  of  Temple  Beth  Zion.  Fraternally  he 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Arcade  Lodge,  No.  419, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Arcade,  New  York,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  American  Legion,  the  Willowdale  Country 
Club  and  the  Montefiore  Club.  Along  strictly  professional  lines  he  has 
membership  connection  with  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association.  Mr. 
Falk  was  a  member  of  the  Harvard  Law  Review  while  attending  law 
school,  and  has  ever  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  the  theory  and  practice 
of  law.  He  conducted  a  course  on  the  law  of  sales  at  the  University  of 
Buffalo  for  about  five  years  and  is  now  teaching  business  law  at  the 
evening  sessions  of  that  institution. 

One  of  Mr.  Falk’s  most  interesting  cases  was  that  of  David  Hoag  of 
Canandaigua,  New  York,  who  sued  practically  all  the  newspapers  in  New 
York  state,  including  the  Buffalo  Courier-Express,  printing  the  well 
known  cartoon  of  “The  Gumps,”  on  the  grounds  that  “Andy  Gump”  was 
a  representation  of  himself.  As  the  attorney  for  the  Buffalo  Courier- 
Express,  Mr.  Falk  conducted  this  case  through  many  courts  and  finally 
succeeded  in  securing  a  dismissal.  Carrying  on  after  the  death  of  his 
uncle,  he  secured  title  to  the  Erie  Basin  property,  in  which  people  all  over 
the  United  States  had  small  and  large  interests,  for  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad. 

On  June  17,  1926,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Falk  was  married  to 
Miss  Hannah  Brock,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  J.  Brock  of  Buffalo,  who 
for  many  years  was  prominent  in  the  motion  picture  industry.  Mrs, 
Camille  Brock,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Falk,  still  resides  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Falk  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Doris,  born  in  1929.  Mrs.  Falk 
is  a  director  of  the  Women’s  Temple  Club  and  the  Service  Unit  and  also 
has  membership  in  the  Vassar  Club  and  the  League  of  Women  Voters. 
The  Falk  residence  is  situated  at  557  Richmond  avenue  in  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  New  York. 


FRANK  J.  SWEENEY 

Frank  J.  Sweeney  has  gained  an  enviable  position  among  the  younger 
business  executives  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  His  ability  has  been  demon¬ 
strated  in  numerous  ways,  and  his  judgment  and  knowledge  in  his  chosen 
field  are  widely  recognized.  Mr.  Sweeney  is  a  native  son  of  Buffalo,  born 
November  27,  1892,  his  parents  being  James  S.  and  Margaret  (Costello) 
Sweeney.  The  father  was  born  in  Buffalo,  where  he  now  lives,  and 
where  he  has  been  chief  pension  clerk  for  the  past  thirty-eight  years.  He 
is  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral  parish. 
He  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Gordon)  Sweeney,  both  of  whom  were 
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natives  of  Ireland  and  died  in  Buffalo,  in  which  city  Patrick  Sweeney 
was  a  member  of  the  police  force.  Margaret  (Costello)  Sweeney,  the 
mother  of  Frank  J.,  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  James  Costello,  a  horticulturist  of  Rochester,  where 
he  died,  and  where  his  wife  passed  away. 

Frank  J.  Sweeney  graduated  from  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo 
in  1911,  then  became  associated  with  the  local  branch  of  the  Goodrich 
Tire  Company  as  a  salesman,  which  position  he  retained  for  four  years. 
He  was  next  connected  with  Sadler,  Rorick  &  Company,  live  stock  com¬ 
mission  merchants,  for  fifteen  years,  first  as  a  salesman  and  during  the 
last  eight  years  as  a  member  of  the  firm.  He  was  a  director  of  the  North 
Main  Savings  &  Loan  Association  for  four  years.  Finally  he  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  Live  Stock  Exchange,  and  successfully  discharged  the 
duties  of  this  position  for  two  terms,  or  until  February  1,  1981,  with 
offices  at  room  2  in  the  Buffalo  Live  Stock  Exchange.  Mr.  Sweeney  sup¬ 
ports  the  democratic  party  and  has  manifested  strong  and  helpful  interest 
in  local  affairs.  While  in  high  school  he  was  a  member  of  the  swimming 
team,  and  was  also  a  participant  in  other  sports.  Fishing  and  golf  are 
his  favorite  recreations  at  present. 

On  November  9,  1914,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Frank  J.  Sweeney 
and  Miss  Ivah  Rorick,  native  of  Indiana,  and  daughter  of  William  R.  and 
Minnie  (Botsford)  Rorick,  both  of  whom  reside  at  Morenci,  Michigan. 
Mr.  Rorick  is  president  of  the  firm  of  Sadler,  Rorick  &  Company  of  Buf¬ 
falo.  Mrs.  Sweeney  graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1912,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sweeney  have  become  the  parents  of  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Betty  R.,  born  May  25,  1916,  now  a  student  in  the  Bennett  high 
school;  and  Norma,  born  March  31,  1919,  a  pupil  in  public  school  No.  66 
of  Buffalo.  The  family  residence  is  at  20  Arundel  road. 


EDWARD  J.  MEYER 

Edward  J.  Meyer,  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Meyer-Smith 
Company,  Inc.,  is  one  of  Buffalo’s  best  known  business  men  and  public- 
spirited  citizens.  He  is  successfully  carrying  forward  an  enterprise  which 
was  started  by  his  father,  heading  a  pioneer  commercial  institution  with 
a  record  of  a  half  century  of  usefulness  and  of  progress.  While  the  best 
years  of  his  life  have  been  given  to  the  development  of  this  concern,  other 
business  organizations  have  also  profited  by  his  enterprising  spirit  and  his 
broad  grasp  of  affairs.  Mr.  Meyer  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  17, 
1879,  and  has  always  resided  here.  The  family  is  of  German  origin  and 
one  of  his  uncles  in  Germany  filled  the  office  of  burgomaster.  The  father, 
August  F.  Meyer,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  9,  1848,  and  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  in  this  city.  It  was  in  1882  that  he  established  the  present  business, 
organizing  the  A.  F.  Meyer  Company  and  later  changing  the  name  to 
A.  F.  Meyer  &  Sons,  Inc.  Of  this  corporation  he  served  as  president  until 
his  retirement,  wisely  administering  its  affairs  and  creating  a  prosperous 
business  which  has  grown  with  the  city.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St. 


EDWARD  J.  MEYER 


V 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


47 


Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the 
democratic  party.  In  young  manhood  he  married  Mary  Truba,  who  was  a 
native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  passed  away  in  Buffalo  in  1910. 

Their  son,  Edward  J.  Meyer,  was  a  pupil  in  parochial  and  public 
schools  of  his  native  city,  later  attending  Canisius  College  and  Caton’s 
Business  College  of  Buffalo.  After  completing  his  commercial  course  he 
entered  his  father’s  establishment,  where  he  had  previously  worked  during 
his  school  vacations.  From  boyhood  he  had  been  much  interested  in  ma¬ 
chinery  and  his  mechanical  bent  proved  valuable  in  his  work.  His  father 
was  one  of  those  thorough,  painstaking  mechanics,  and  insisted  that  the 
son  learn  every  phase  of  the  business,  so  in  reality  Edward  J.  Meyer 
worked  “from  the  bottom  up,”  securing  practical  experience  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  departments,  beginning  as  office  boy.  As  he  gained  in  experience  and 
knowledge  his  responsibilities  were  increased  and  in  August,  1913,  when 
the  form  of  A.  F.  Meyer  &  Sons,  Inc.,  was  adopted,  he  was  made  secre¬ 
tary  and  general  manager.  In  those  capacities  he  continued  until  the  1st 
of  January,  1930,  when  the  corporation  merged  its  interests  with  those 
of  the  Smith  Supply  &  Equipment  Company,  Inc.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Meyer-Smith  Company,  Inc.  Of  the  new  organization  Mr.  Meyer  was 
elected  president  and  also  discharges  the  duties  of  general  manager.  His 
son,  Edward  J.  Meyer,  Jr.,  is  secretary  and  George  M.  Wiedemer  is  serv¬ 
ing  as  vice  president  and  treasurer.  This  company  handles  modern  store 
fixtures,  soda  fountains,  carbonators,  fruit  syrups,  beer  pumps,  show¬ 
cases,  refrigerators,  electric  refrigeration,  meat  market,  restaurant  and 
kitchen  equipment,  refrigerated  display  cases,  china,  glassware,  silver¬ 
ware,  cutlery,  apparel  and  supplies.  They  also  do  planning  and  remodeling 
and  have  a  maintenance  and  repair  service.  The  general  offices  and  show¬ 
rooms  are  at  50  Broadway,  while  the  factories  and  warehouses  are  located 
at  404-408  Broadway,  294-298  Pratt  street,  198  Oak  street  and  14-24  Ben¬ 
nett  street,  Buffalo.  The  Rochester  branch  is  at  203-213  Central  avenue. 
They  are  both  retailers  and  wholesalers,  employ  twenty-six  traveling  sales¬ 
men  and  distribute  their  merchandise  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
Throughout  the  years  of  his  association  with  the  organization  Edward 
J.  Meyer,  Sr.,  has  been  guided  by  the  ideals  of  quality  and  service  insti¬ 
tuted  by  his  father,  and  as  the  administrative  head  of  this  extensive  cor¬ 
poration  he  keeps  it  ever  in  the  lead,  following  a  policy  which  makes  for 
progress  and  for  expansion.  Mr.  Meyer  has  various  business  interests 
aside  from  the  Meyer-Smith  Company.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Frontier  National  Bank  and  had  been  its  president  for  several  years 
when  it  was  merged  with  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  latter  in¬ 
stitution  he  is  now  a  director.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Chippewa 
Credit  Corporation,  the  Kaydee  Petroleum  Company  of  Buffalo  and  Fort 
Schuyler  Farms,  Inc.,  of  Utica ;  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  West  River 
Realty  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  On¬ 
tario  Hotel  Corporation  of  this  city.  Because  of  his  keen  insight  into 
business  affairs  and  situations  his  cooperation  has  been  sought  in  many 
connections  and  his  associates  value  his  business  judgment  and  advice. 

Mr.  Meyer  was  married  December  3,  1901,  to  Miss  Edda  F.  Glasser,  a 
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native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Esther  (Baetzhold)  Glasser, 
who  were  also  born  here.  The  father  long  engaged  in  merchandising  and 
is  now  deceased,  but  Mrs.  Glasser  is  still  living  in  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meyer  have  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Edward  J.,  Jr.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1903,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Hutchinson  high  school  and  the  Dayton 
technical  school  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  is  a  refrigerating  engineer  and 
represents  the  Meyer-Smith  Company,  Inc.,  as  secretary.  He  married 
Miss  Elsie  Brown,  by  whom  he  has  two  children,  Sallie  and  Edward  J. 
(III).  Albert  F.,  born  August  2,  1907,  was  graduated  from  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  with  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Meyer-Smith  Company,  Inc.,  having  charge  of  the  service  department 
and  of  refrigeration.  The  younger  children,  Robert  A.  and  Jeannette  E., 
are  twins,  born  February  4,  1919.  The  city  residence  of  the  family  is  at 
2238  Main  street,  and  they  are  members  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul’s  Church. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Meyer  is  a  life  member  of  the  Elks,  Eagles,  Moose  and 
Orioles.  He  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  Appre¬ 
ciative  of  the  social  amenities  of  life,  he  is  well  known  in  club  circles, 
belonging  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Meadowbrook  Country  Club, 
the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  director,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Launch  Club,  the  Automobile  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Kennel 
Club,  the  Canada  Hunt  Club,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the 
Buffalo  Orpheus  Society,  the  New  York  State  Sportsmen’s  Association,  of 
which  he  is  a  former  secretary  and  treasurer,  the  Buffalo  Trap  &  Field 
Club,  of  which  he  was  an  organizer  and  is  now  treasurer  and  a  director,  the 
Buffalo  Turnverein,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and  an  ex-president,  the 
Finger  Lakes  League,  of  which  he  is  a  past  president,  the  Izaak  Walton 
League,  the  Broadway  Business  Men’s  Association,  the  City  Planning  Com¬ 
mission,  the  Niagara  Frontier  Committee  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Musicians  Club  and  helped  to  build  its 
first  club  house  on  Eagle  street  opposite  the  Gerrans  building.  From  boy¬ 
hood  he  has  been  interested  in  music,  and  when  early  in  his  teens  played 
the  cornet  in  several  theatre  orchestras  in  Buffalo.  For  thirteen  years 
he  played  that  instrument  in  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  Band,  of  which  he 
was  a  business  manager,  and  with  that  well  known  musical  organization 
visited  various  cities  of  the  country.  His  interest  in  music  remains  as 
keen  as  ever,  but  the  pressure  of  business  affairs  forced  him,  a  number  of 
years  ago,  to  give  up  his  activities  as  a  participant;  yet  he  remains  an 
enthusiastic  patron  of  good  concerts,  especially  enjoying  symphony  or¬ 
chestras  and  bands.  He  is  fond  of  all  outdoor  sports  and  in  his  younger 
days  played  both  baseball  and  football,  having  been  a  member  of  both 
teams  in  these  sports  at  Canisius  College,  and  later  became  a  member  of 
the  All  Buffalo  football  team.  In  more  recent  years,  hunting  and  fishing 
have  become  his  favorite  sports,  which  he  has  indulged  in  from  southern 
Florida  to  the  big  woods  of  northern  Canada,  and  he  has  hunted  most  of 
the  large  and  small  game  to  be  found  in  this  country.  His  fishing,  too, 
has  been  in  great  variety — from  brook  trout  to  the  big  deep-sea  thrillers. 
Mr.  Meyer  has  his  hobbies,  and  his  indulgence  in  them,  as  a  result  of  a 
well  arranged  business  system,  is  not  at  the  expense  of  his  more  important 
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interests.  His  estate,  “Sheenwater,”  on  Grand  island,  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  summer  residence  properties  around  Buffalo.  It  comprises  two 
hundred  acres  of  gardens,  lawns  and  woodland,  fifty  acres  of  which  has 
been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  natural  wooded  condition,  stocked  with  small 
game.  Mr.  Meyer  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintanceship  throughout  the  city 
and  many  of  his  warmest  friends  are  those  who  have  known  him  from 
boyhood.  He  gets  a  lot  out  of  life,  just  as  he  puts  a  lot  in,  and  whatever 
he  does  is  done  whole-heartedly  and  well.  His  good,  hard  common  sense 
and  his  energy  and  his  friendly  impulses  make  him  a  valued  member  of 
any  circle  he  enters.  He  is  not  only  regarded  as  an  excellent  type  of 
Buffalo’s  best  citizenship  but  also  one  of  her  strong  and  able  business  men, 
whose  high  ideals  and  personal  worth  are  recognized  by  all  who  know  him. 
He  is  alert,  sagacious  and  honorable  in  business  life,  constructive  and  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  as  a  citizen,  and  in  private  life  genial  and  whole-souled,  a  de¬ 
lightful  host  and  always  a  welcome  guest. 


FRED  P.  KURTZ 

Fred  P.  Kurtz,  president  of  Kurtz-Patton,  Inc.,  2595  Main  street,  Buf¬ 
falo,  Chevrolet  car  dealers,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  the  automobile 
field  in  the  city  and  has  developed  a  business  of  wide  scope  in  this  terri¬ 
tory.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  30,  1887,  a  son  of  the  late  Philip 
and  Katherine  (Matthes)  Kurtz,  of  whom  the  former  was  born  in  Buffalo 
in  1866  and  here  died  in  1924,  while  the  mother  was  born  here  in  1867  and 
died  in  1915.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Fred  P.  Kurtz  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Germany  in  1860  and  both  died  in  1889.  The  grand¬ 
father  was  a  wagon  maker  by  trade.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Philip  Kurtz,  namely:  Walter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years;  Loretta,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Frederick  M.  Lemen  of  Buffalo; 
and  Fred  P.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Fred  P.  Kurtz  attended  the  public  schools  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Masten  Park  high  school  in  1905.  After  completing  his  studies  he 
was  employed  in  an  insurance  office,  after  which  he  became  connected 
with  the  city  engineering  department  of  Buffalo,  where  he  remained  from 
1908  to  1917.  Thereafter  he  was  chief  accountant  for  the  Buffalo  City 
Hospital  during  a  period  of  four  years.  In  1923  Mr.  Kurtz  entered  the 
automobile  business  in  this  city,  handling  Chevrolet  cars,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  2301  Main  street.  On  July  1,  1929,  the  business  was  moved 
to  the  new  building  at  Main  street  and  Fillmore  avenue,  which  structure, 
modern  in  every  detail,  has  a  frontage  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
feet  on  Main  street  and  a  like  frontage  on  Fillmore  avenue. 

On  October  11,  1911,  Mr.  Kurtz  was  married  to  Miss  Hazel  E.  Bicalky, 
who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  her  parents  being  Charles  H.  and  Elizabeth 
Bicalky,  natives  of  the  middle  west.  The  father  is  now  retired.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kurtz  have  two  children,  Katherine  S.  and  Elizabeth  B.  The  family 
residence  is  at  116  Fordham  drive.  Mr.  Kurtz  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  belonging  to  Erie  Lodge,  No.  161,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Buffalo  Consistory, 
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A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S. ;  and  Zuleika  Grotto,  M. 
0.  V.  P.  E.  R.  He  likewise  has  membership  in  Scajaquada  Lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  belongs  to  the  Transit  Valley  Country  Club.  His  social  quali¬ 
ties  are  such  as  make  for  popularity,  and  his  business  qualifications  have 
given  him  high  standing  in  the  city  where  his  entire  life  has  been  passed. 


FRANK  POLLOCK 

Frank  Pollock,  who  is  the  first  and  present  commissioner  of  the  newly- 
created  welfare  department  of  Erie  county,  New  York,  has  made  a  note¬ 
worthy  record  in  numerous  social  and  kindred  affairs,  and  bears  a 
meritorious  reputation,  attained  by  his  able  services  in  the  work  of  his 
choosing.  Born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  May  15,  1880,  he  is  a  son  of  Robert 
E.  and  Louise  (Kohler)  Pollock.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland,  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1855,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  where  he  is  a  jobber  in  printing 
ink,  the  manufacture  of  which  has  been  his  chief  life’s  work.  He  is  an 
adherent  of  the  republican  party.  His  wife  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
in  1859,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  September  12,  1901.  They  had  a  son  and  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Margaret  O’Malley  and  Mrs.  Mary  LaWard,  both  of 
Buffalo. 

When  he  was  five  years  of  age,  Frank  Pollock  came  to  Buffalo  with  his 
parents,  and  here  was  educated,  having  attended  public  school  No.  38  and 
the  Buffalo  Commercial  School.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  firm 
of  Hass  &  Klein,  at  the  corner  of  Seneca  street  and  the  Terrace,  as  an 
apprentice  printer,  and  here  remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was 
with  the  Wimber  Summer  Company,  printers,  for  about  three  years.  He 
next  entered  the  employ  of  Rand  McNally  &  Company  of  Chicago,  by 
whom  his  father  had  previously  been  employed  as  superintendent  of  press¬ 
men,  and  with  them  remained  for  eighteen  months.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
mother  in  the  year  1901,  Mr.  Pollock  returned  to  Buffalo  and  for  seventeen 
years  was  associated  with  the  Buffalo  Express  as  pressman,  his  last  posi¬ 
tion  being  that  of  color  pressman. 

The  succeeding  step  in  Mr.  Pollock’s  career  was  to  assume  the  place 
of  confidential  examiner  in  the  excise  department  of  New  York  state, 
working  out  of  Albany  until  1918,  when  the  office  was  discontinued  on 
account  of  the  prohibition  enactment.  He  then  became  court  and  trust 
fund  examiner  for  the  state  comptroller,  thus  continuing  until  Governor 
Miller  became  the  chief  executive  of  the  state  and  reduced  the  official 
administrative  force,  retaining  only  the  older  employees.  From  July  to 
October,  1922,  he  was  deputy  sheriff  of  Erie  county,  and  was  then 
appointed  deputy  commissioner  of  charities  and  corrections,  in  charge 
of  the  poor  department,  serving  until  April,  1929,  when  he  became  the 
commissioner  in  charge  of  the  welfare  department,  which,  by  an  act 
of  the  New  York  legislature,  had  been  created  through  separation  from  the 
charities  and  corrections  department.  Mr.  Pollock  was  appointed  to  this 
place  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  is  making  a  notable  record  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  which  are  assigned  to  him. 
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Mr.  Pollock  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  has  been  district 
committeeman,  also  general  committeeman,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  member  of  the  republican  executive  committee.  He  is  past  president 
of  the  Social  Workers  Club  of  Buffalo;  treasurer  of  the  Council  of  Social 
Agencies  of  Buffalo ;  and  president  of  the  State  Association  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  of  Public  Welfare.  He  is  a  life  member  of  Occidental  Lodge,  No. 
766,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  a  member  of  Buffalo  Consistory;  a  life  member  of 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  and  a  member  of  Zuleika  Grotto. 
He  belongs  to  the  West  Side  Rowing  Club,  the  West  Side  Business  Men’s 
Association,  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club,  the  Fred  Grenier  Republican 
Club,  the  Simon  Siebert  Republican  Club,  and  the  Foresters  of  America. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church.  During 
the  period  of  the  country’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  Mr.  Pollock 
had  charge  of  the  registration  work  in  his  own  ward. 

On  October  20,  1917,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Pollock  was  married 
to  Cora  A.  Thomas,  a  native  of  this  city  and  daughter  of  the  late  Fred 
Thomas,  a  painter,  who  was  born  in  Wales  and  died  in  Buffalo.  Mrs. 
Pollock  received  her  education  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  this  com¬ 
munity,  and  is  a  member  of  Grace  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Pollock  also 
has  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Margaret  O’Malley  and  Mrs.  Mary  LaWard,  both  of 
Buffalo.  The  Pollock  residence  in  the  city  is  situated  at  292  West  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue,  while  his  own  business  address  is  287  Terrace. 


PHILIP  PHILLIPS 

Philip  Phillips,  a  rising  young  architect  of  Buffalo,  his  native  city, 
is  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  profession  in  association  with  Paul 
F.  Mann,  a  prominent  architect  of  this  city,  with  offices  at  494  Franklin 
street.  He  was  born  August  11,  1900,  an  only  child  of  Bradley  H.  and 
Ruth  (Harnden)  Phillips,  who  are  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state,  the 
former  born  in  Cassadaga  in  1870  and  the  latter  in  Waverly  in  1875. 
Bradley  H.  Phillips  is  a  prominent  attorney  of  Buffalo,  enjoying  an  ex¬ 
tensive  and  lucrative  practice. 

Philip  Phillips  supplemented  his  public  school  training  by  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  and  following  his  graduation  there¬ 
from,  in  1918,  he  entered  Williams  College  of  Williamstown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  which  in  1922  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree. 
Thereafter  he  became  a  student  in  the  Harvard  University  School  of 
Architecture,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1926.  He  spent  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  year  in  Boston,  associated  with  one  of  the  leading  architects  of 
that  city,  and  since  returning  to  Buffalo  has  been  identified  with  Paul  F. 
Mann.  He  has  already  done  some  splendid  work  in  the  field  of  architecture 
and  bids  fair  to  attain  notable  distinction  therein. 

On  the  27th  of  June,  1922,  in  Lake  View,  Erie  county,  New  York, 
Mr.  Phillips  was  married  to  Ruth  Wilma  Schoellkopf,  a  native  of  Buffalo, 
born  November  30,  1899,  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  Wilma 
(Spring)  Schoellkopf,  extended  mention  of  whom  may  be  found  elsewhere 
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in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Patricia,  born  July  7,  1924;  Sayre,  born  September  28,  1926; 
and  Bradley  Sawyer,  born  in  April,  1929.  Mr.  Phillips  has  membership 
in  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club,  while  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  Century  Club  and  the  Garret  Club.  They  are  popular 
young  people,  having  won  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends  in  the 
city  of  their  birth. 


WARD  ALINGTON  WICKWIRE 

Ward  Alington  Wickwire,  member  of  the  firm  of  W.  A.  Gardner  & 
Company,  one  of  Buffalo’s  leading  brokerage  houses,  has  had  a  busy,  active 
and  successful  business  career,  which  began  immediately  after  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  his  university  work.  His  interests  are  varied  and  extensive 
and  have  to  do  with  the  business,  financial  and  industrial  life  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Wickwire  comes  from  an  old  New  England  family  that  settled  in 
central  New  York  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  that 
^section,  particularly  the  city  of  Cortland,  ever  since. 

Ward  A.  Wickwire  was  born  at  Cortland,  New  York,  March  31,  1885, 
a  son  of  Theodore  H.  Wickwire  and  a  grandson  of  Raymond  and  Elmira 
(Greenman)  Wickwire,  of  whom  the  former  was  born  at  Cortland,  Janu¬ 
ary  28,  1816,  and  there  died  September  4,  1866.  He  was  a  descendant 
of  John  Wick  ware,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  who 
emigrated  from  England  in  1675,  settling  at  Montville,  New  London 
county,  Connecticut,  and  was  a  veteran  of  King  Philip’s  war.  Theodore 
H.  Wickwire  was  born  at  Cortland,  March  29,  1851,  and  died  at  Buffalo 
in  1926.  He  and  his  brother,  Charles  F.  Wickwire,  were  the  owners  of 
the  business  of  Wickwire  Brothers,  Incorporated,  which  company  was 
established  at  Cortland  in  1872  and  engaged  in  making  iron,  steel  and 
wire  products,  and  screen  cloth  and  netting.  This  business  is  now 
approaching  its  fiftieth  year  and  furnishes  employment  to  fifteen  hundred 
men.  Theodore  H.  Wickwire  and  his  brother  were  the  donors  of  the 
Cortland  Hospital.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  a 
prominent  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  electoral  college  of  the  state 
of  New  York.  His  wife,  who  in  her  maidenhood  was  Emma  Viola  Wood- 
mansee,  was  born  at  Cortland,  New  York,  and  died  there  in  1928. 

Ward  A.  Wickwire  graduated  from  the  Cortland  high  school  and  later 
from  the  Harstrom  School  at  Norwalk,  Connecticut.  He  next  took  a 
chemical  and  mining  course  in  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  which  he  completed  in  1908.  Then  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  became 
associated  with  his  father  and  brother,  Theodore  H.  Wickwire,  Jr.,  in  the 
incorporation  of  the  Wickwire  Steel  Company,  located  on  River  road,  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pig  iron,  steel  and  wire  products.  Later 
they  incorporated  the  Wickwire  Iron  Ore  Mining  Company  of  Iron  River, 
Michigan,  and  the  Wickwire  Limestone  Company  of  Buffalo.  In  1920 
these  three  companies  were  merged  with  eight  other  wire  products  com- 
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panies  into  the  Wickwire-Spencer  Steel  Corporation  of  Delaware.  Ward 
A.  Wickwire  severed  his  connections  with  the  business  in  1924,  at  which 
time  he  was  vice  president  of  the  corporation.  In  1927  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  brokerage  firm  of  W.  A.  Gardner  &  Company  of  Buffalo 
and  so  continues  at  this  time.  He  also  is  a  director  of  the  M  &  T  Trust 
Company;  a  director  and  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
American  Steamship  Company ;  a  director  and  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Buffalo  Bolt  Company;  and  a  director  and  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  Wickwire  Brothers,  Incorporated,  of  Cortland, 
New  York. 

At  Rochester,  New  York,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1914,  Ward  Wickwire 
was  married  to  Miss  Ruth  De  Moss  Robinson,  who  was  born  at  Dubois, 
Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Lucius  W.  and  Ruth  (De  Moss)  Robinson. 
Lucius  W.  Robinson,  native  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  is  now  living 
retired  at  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Rochester,  New  York.  He  was 
formerly  president  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Rochester  &  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  &  Iron  Company  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Wickwire  received 
her  education  in  the  Ogontz  School  for  Young  Ladies  at  Rydal,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  also  studied  in  Paris,  France.  She  was  chairman  of  the  United 
Charity  Drive  in  Buffalo  in  1928.  She  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  also  belongs  to  the  Twentieth  Century  Club  and  the 
Garret  Club,  and  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  which  erected 
the  present  club  house  of  the  Garret  Club  in  1929-30.  Mrs.  Wickwire  is 
a  vice  chairman  of  the  ladies  “committee  of  300”  in  connection  with 
the  Buffalo  centennial  celebration.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wickwire  have  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  namely:  Ward  A.,  Jr.,  born  December  14,  1916;  Ruth 
De  Moss,  born  May  18,  1920;  and  John  R.,  born  May  24,  1922.  Mr.  Wick- 
wire’s  city  residence  is  at  No.  666  West  Ferry  street. 

Mr.  Wickwire  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Saddle  &  Bridle  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls  country  Club, 
the  Everglades  Club  of  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Delta  Psi  fraternity  of  Yale.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican. 


EDGAR  C.  NEAL 

One  of  the  most  interesting  careers  in  the  history  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  to  this,  his  native  city,  was  that  of  the 
late  Edgar  C.  Neal,  who  died  here  on  the  12th  of  June,  1929.  He  was 
notably  successful  in  business,  and  he  was  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  of 
extraordinarily  wide  diversity  of  activities.  He  was  intensely  interested 
in  many  affairs  of  public  nature;  he  was  deeply  concerned  with  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  young  people,  and  the  betterment  of  the  schools;  he  pos¬ 
sessed  a  brilliant  personality,  and  a  talent  for  conducting  and  participat¬ 
ing  in  public  entertainments  which  made  his  services  in  great  demand. 
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He  was  extremely  popular  wherever  he  was  known,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  trusted  and  honored  men  of  his  generation.  He  was  born  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  July  14,  1857,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Cursons) 
Neal,  the  parents  having  been  natives  of  England.  For  many  years  the 
old  Neal  home  was  situated  at  Clinton  and  Union  streets,  and  later  at 
318  South  Division  street.  In  addition  to  Edgar  C.,  there  were  one  older 
sister  two  older  brothers  and  one  younger  sister  in  the  family. 

Until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  Edgar  C.  Neal  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo,  then  entered  the  employ  of  Pratt  &  Letchworth  on  the 
Terrace,  learning  the  hardware  business.  About  1875  he  became  as¬ 
sociated  with  the  firm  of  Weed  &  Company,  and  advanced  rapidly  until  he 
was  made  manager  of  their  wholesale  department.  He  left  Weed  &  Com¬ 
pany  about  the  year  1898  to  establish  himself  in  a  manufacturers’  agency, 
which  he  used  as  a  foundation  for  the  Buffalo  Wholesale  Hardware  Com¬ 
pany,  organized  by  him  in  the  fall  of  1900.  In  1913  Mr.  Neal  became 
treasurer  of  the  Atterbury  Motor  Car  Company,  but  resigned  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1923,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  a  general  real  estate  and  insur¬ 
ance  business  in  connection  with  the  industrial  department  of  Cormack 
&  Rich  Company.  He  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  real  estate  values  in 
Buffalo,  having  been  a  director  of  the  Erie  Savings  and  Loan  Association 
for  many  years,  and  likewise  a  member  of  many  specially  appointed 
appraisal  committees. 

For  eleven  years  Mr.  Neal  was  a  member  of  Company  B  in  the  old 
Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  the  New  York  State  National  Guard,  and 
from  1887  to  1898  received  the  ten-year  service  badge,  having  qualified  as 
a  marksman  in  1887  and  in  1888.  He  organized  and  drilled  the  regimental 
drum,  fife  and  bugle  corps,  marching  ahead  of  them  in  every  patriotic 
demonstration  in  the  city  and  vicinity.  He  also  accompanied  them  each 
year  that  the  regiment  encamped  at  Peekskill,  and  he  took  especial  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  boys  he  had  trained.  Mr.  Neal  also  organized  and 
instructed  the  drum,  fife  and  bugle  corps  of  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No. 
20,  K.  T.,  which  corps  was  composed  of  sons  of  the  Sir  Knights.  This 
corps  was  also  in  large  demand  for  parades,  and  Mr.  Neal  always  marched 
with  them  at  the  state  and  triennial  conclaves.  Both  of  the  corps  were 
regarded  as  among  the  best  of  their  kind  in  the  whole  country,  and  were 
a  source  of  pride  to  their  sponsors. 

As  a  speaker,  Mr.  Neal  held  high  reputation.  At  cornerstone  layings, 
installation  of  officers,  luncheons,  clubs  and  smokers,  his  services  were  in 
demand.  He  was  also  a  popular  song  leader,  and  wrote  many  parodies 
on  current  songs,  usually  pertaining  to  the  occasion  at  hand  and  about 
the  individuals  present.  He  was  quite  often  called  to  surrounding  towns 
to  give  inspirational  talks,  in  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  financial 
or  membership  campaigns  and  at  conventions  of  business  associations.  In 
1908  he  was  president  of  the  New  York  State  Association  of  Hardware 
Jobbers  and  wrote  many  articles  for  the  Iron  Age  on  business  conditions. 
At  the  social-civic  banquet,  May  2,  1910,  given  to  ratify  the  merger  of 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Manufacturers  Association, 
at  which  President  Taft  was  the  guest  of  honor,  Mr.  Neal  was  a  member 
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of  the  reception  committee  and  a  leader  of  the  community  singing.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  entertainment  committee  of  the  Wholesale  Merchants 
&  Manufacturers  Association  for  the  luncheon  in  honor  of  Governor  Whit¬ 
man  of  New  York  state,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements  for  the  Fourth  International  Congress  of  School  Hygiene  in 
August,  1913,  Buffalo  having  been  chosen  as  the  convention  city  in  com¬ 
petition  with  Venice,  Moscow,  Athens  and  Budapest  at  Paris  in  1912.  Mr. 
Neal  was  one'  of  a  committee  of  three  to  appear  before  Governor  Dix  in 
favor  of  an  appropriation  for  the  Normal  School  in  1910,  and  was  an 
untiring  committee  worker  for  the  railway  terminal  bill  in  1911.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  committee  for  city  planning  and  civic  center  in  1921, 
and  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  Broadway  auditorium  mass  meeting. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  to  meet  Vice  President  Calvin 
Coolidge,  July  11,  1922.  In  1920,  Mr.  Neal  was  active  in  the  Boost  Buffalo 
Campaign,  speaking  in  the  schools  in  the  urge  to  make  Buffalo  the  best 
and  most  favorably  known  city  in  the  country,  and  to  persuade  the  pupils 
to  write  letters  to  every  state  telling  facts  about  Buffalo.  In  this  work, 
Mr.  Neal  received  much  praise  and  commendation. 

In  1913  cross-country  telephonic  conversation  was  yet  a  novelty.  Dur¬ 
ing  an  industrial  exhibition  that  year,  a  hook-up  had  been  arranged  with 
San  Francisco.  Governor  Whitman,  the  guest  of  honor  on  the  opening 
night,  exchanged  greetings  with  Governor  Hiram  Johnson  of  California, 
and  as  Mayor  Fuhrmann  was  absent  from  the  city,  he  requested  Mr.  Neal 
to  represent  him  as  mayor  in  greetings  to  the  mayor  of  San  Francisco, 
stating  in  his  letter  that  he  could  think  of  no  one  better  qualified  to  do  full 
justice  to  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Neal  was  the  first  president  of  the  Wholesale  Merchants  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  organized  in  1910,  and  was  reelected  in 
1911  and  again  in  1912.  In  1910  he  superintended  the  first  trade  excur¬ 
sion  of  the  Buffalo  merchants  to  the  surrounding  towns.  Columns  of 
newspaper  space  were  devoted  to  descriptions  of  the  train,  its  outfitting 
and  its  personnel.  Mr.  Neal  was  a  temperance  man,  and  the  press  made 
special  mention  of  the  fact  that  no  liquor  had  been  served  on  the  train. 
Similar  excursions  were  made  in  the  following  years,  and  he  was  a  leading 
spirit  in  each  one.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  in 
1919;  a  director  and  first  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  in  1912;  and  in  1913  he  was  slated  for  president,  without  opposition, 
as  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  hardest  workers  in  the  organization  and 
his  ability  was  uniformly  recognized,  but  the  exigencies  of  his  own  busi¬ 
ness  forbade  him  taking  on  the  added  responsibility.  In  1922  he  was 
president  of  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  and  for  many  years 
was  a  worker  for  its  success. 

Mr.  Neal  was  a  life  member  of  De  Molay  Lodge,  No.  498,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  his  membership  therein  covering  thirty-six  years,  and 
also  was  past  master.  He  was  a  life  member  of’ Buffalo  Council,  No.  17, 
R.  &  S.  M.,  and  was  thrice  illustrious  master;  life  member  of  Buffalo 
Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M. ;  life  member  of  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20, 
K.  T. ;  and  a  member  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  and  the 
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Zuleika  Grotto.  He  was  grand  representative  of  the  Grand  Council  of 
South  Carolina ;  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Masonic 
district  in  1906  and  in  1907 ;  and  member  of  the  Past  Masters  Association. 
He  also  belonged  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

The  religious  affiliation  of  Mr.  Neal  was  with  the  Delaware  Avenue 
Baptist  Church,  and  he  served  many  years  as  a  trustee  and  several  terms 
as  president  of  the  board.  Three  times  he  was  president  of  the  Men’s 
Club,  which  he  was  instrumental  in  forming.  He  was  Sunday  school 
superintendent,  president  of  the  Men’s  Bible  Class,  and  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  the  Council  of  Churches.  In  earlier  years,  he  was 
a  worker  in  the  Michigan  Avenue  Baptist  Colored  Church,  many  times 
preaching  as  a  layman  on  Sunday  afternoons ;  aided  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Polish  Baptist  Church  and  assisted  in  the  White  Light  Mission  and 
the  Maple  Street  Baptist  Church,  where  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  over  an  extended  period. 

In  the  interests  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  Mr.  Neal 
was  very  active.  For  thirty-two  years  he  served  as  membership  chair¬ 
man,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  in  the  boy  scout  work  and  in  the 
Older  Boys  Conference.  For  a  long  period,  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Father  and  Son  week,  responding  to  innumerable  calls  for  addresses  both 
in  and  out  of  the  city.  He  possessed  a  very  fine  radio  voice,  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  was  often  called  upon  to  broadcast  for  the  Father  and  Son  move¬ 
ment  and  for  Better  Home  week.  He  was  on  the  reception  committee  for 
visiting  governors  in  December,  1911;  assisted  in  the  one  hundredth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  opening  of  the  original  Erie  Canal,  in  October,  1926 ;  and 
was  on  the  committee  for  the  Perry  Centennial.  Mr.  Neal  was  devoted  to 
music  and  poetry,  and  in  his  talks  frequently  quoted  choice  bits.  He  also 
had  a  fund  of  anecdotes  for  the  embellishment  of  his  remarks.  He  gave 
his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  assisted  in  the  campaigns 
of  his  friends,  but  never  aspired  to  public  office  for  himself.  During  his 
life,  he  actively  worked  with  every  agency  looking  to  a  better  Buffalo  and 
the  expansion  of  its  business  and  civic  interests.  Mr.  Neal  had  also 
worked  in  the  industrial  division  of  every  Liberty  Loan  drive  during  the 
war  period  of  1917  and  1918.  It  was  typical  and  fitting  that  when  his 
Maker  called,  it  should  have  been  when  he  was  in  the  ranks.  On  that 
day  of  his  passing,  June  12,  1929,  he  succumbed  to  a  heart  attack  while 
showing  the  sights  of  the  city  to  delegates  to  the  State  Savings  and  Loan 
Convention.  Many  organizations  passed  resolutions  deploring  his  demise, 
and  asserting  that  Buffalo  had  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  this  passing 
of  one  of  her  most  devoted  sons.  In  1887,  he  built  a  home  on  Plymouth 
avenue,  a  newly  opened  section  of  the  city,  lived  there  twenty-two  years, 
then  bought  a  newly-completed  house  at  82  Bidwell  parkway,  but  sold 
this  home  and  took  an  apartment  in  the  Crescent,  with  the  expectation  of 
relinquishing  business  gradually  and  devoting  his  time  to  travel,  which 
hope  was  unfulfilled. 

On  April  11,  1883,  Edgar  C.  Neal  was  united  in  marriage  to  Belle  C. 
Smith,  daughter  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Maria  Louise  (Irish)  Smith. 
Mrs.  Neal,  who  resides  at  196  Crescent  avenue,  is  a  graduate  of  the  old 
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Central  high  school,  class  of  1878,  was  an  incorporator  and  is  a  life  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Town  Club ;  and  a  member  of  the  Friday  Culture  Club  and  the 
City  Federation  of  Clubs,  and  has  held  office  in  the  State  Federation  of 
Clubs.  She  is  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Council  of 
Churches,  and  is  active  in  the  Delaware  Avenue  Baptist  Church.  She 
has  served  on  the  board  of  the  General  Hospital  and  the  Children’s  Aid 
Society,  of  which  she  is  a  past  president.  She  is  a  former  member  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Three  Hundred  Women  of  the  Centennial.  She  was  appointed 
by  the  late  President  Wilson  the  only  woman  member  of  the  first  food 
conservation  committee  in  Buffalo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  became  the  parents  of  two  children.  Ray  Cursons 
Neal,  born  May  27,  1887,  was  married  in  1914  to  Margaret  A.  White  of 
Westfield,  New  Jersey,  and  they  have  four  children,  Margaret  A.,  Barbara, 
Jane  and  Ray  C.,  Jr.  Ray  Cursons  Neal  is  a  graduate  of  the  Lafayette 
high  school,  and  now  president  of  the  firm  of  R.  C.  Neal,  Inc.,  manufactur¬ 
ers’  agents.  Grace  M.  Neal,  the  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edgar  C. 
Neal,  was  married  in  1914  to  Arthur  Allan  Moore  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Arthur  A.,  Jr.,  Betty  Anne,  and  Jack.  Mrs.  Moore  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  of  the  Quincy  Mansion  School  at 
Wollaston,  Massachusetts. 


ROSEWELL  MESSENGER  NORTON 


For  forty-five  years  the  firm  title  of  Norton  Brothers  has  existed  upon 
the  roll  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  and  it  is  now  the  senior  title  of  the  legal 
organizations  of  Erie  county.  The  association  between  Rosewell  M.  Norton 
and  his  brother,  Nathaniel  W.  Norton,  continued  for  many  years,  and 
the  business  of  the  firm  is  now  carried  on  by  the  surviving  brother,  Rose¬ 
well  M.  Norton,  with  offices  at  529  Brisbane  building  in  Buffalo.  He  has 
conducted  a  wide  variety  of  litigation  during  his  many  years  of  active 
service  in  his  profession,  which  has  brought  him  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a  legal  counselor.  Likewise,  in  matters  of  civic  import  and  in  business 
and  financial  affairs,  Mr.  Norton  has  been  materially  concerned,  and  has 
always  held  to  a  high  conception  of  duty  as  a  citizen  and  to  the  ethics 
of  his  profession. 

Rosewell  M.  Norton  was  born  in  the  town  of  Porter,  Oxford  county, 
Maine,  October  15,  1854,  a  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Martha  (Sargeant) 
Norton.  Ebenezer  Norton  was  born  at  Limington,  Maine,  October  7, 
1814,  and  died  at  Porter,  Maine,  July  19,  1886.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  republican.  He  was  a 
son  of  Nathaniel  and  Hannah  (Sawyer)  Norton,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  Massachusetts,  his  death  occurring  at  Limington.  Nathaniel 
Norton  was  a  farmer,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
participating  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Martha  Sargeant  Norton,  the 
mother  of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Brownfield, 
Maine,  September  28,  1824,  and  died  in  Porter  in  1913.  She  was  a 
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daughter  of  Richard  and  Basheba  (Edwards)  Sargeant.  Her  father  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in  Brownfield,  Maine, 
while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Gorham,  Maine,  and  died  at  Brownfield. 
The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  John  Edwards,  who  was  a  brother  of  Rev. 
Jonathan  Edwards,  for  many  years  a  prominent  Congregational  minister 
of  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  and  the  author  of  a  book  entitled  The 
Law  of  the  Will. 

Rosewell  M.  Norton  attended  a  preparatory  school  at  Kents  Hill, 
Maine,  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  the  late  Nathaniel 
Norton,  at  Buffalo.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1885,  and  immediately 
became  a  partner  of  his  brother  under  the  firm  name  of  Norton  Brothers, 
which  title  has  been  used  without  interruption  to  the  present.  Mr.  Norton 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association,  and  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County.  Aside  from  his 
professional  activities  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Cold 
Storage  Company,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of 
Buffalo,  now  merged  with  the  Marine  Trust  Company. 

His  political  adherence  is  given  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to 
the  Westminster  Social  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Queen 
City  Lodge,  No.  358,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Keystone  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  and 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

On  June  27,  1888,  Mr.  Norton  was  married  at  Attica,  New  York,  to 
Miss  Nellie  Shaw,  a  native  of  Darien,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of 
Spicer  H.  and  Celina  (Richards)  Shaw.  Her  father,  who  was  a  cattle 
dealer,  was  born  at  Alexandria,  New  York,  and  died  at  Attica,  as  did  his 
wife.  Mrs.  Norton  graduated  from  Berea  University  at  Berea,  Ohio. 
She  is  a  member  of  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton  are  the  parents  of  two 
children :  Mildred  S.,  who  has  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Smith  Col¬ 
lege,  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Elmwood  school  of  Buffalo;  Nathaniel  S.,  an 
attorney,  is  a  member  the  law  firm  of  Norton  Brothers  of  Buffalo.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Williams  College,  and  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School.  He  is  an 
overseas  veteran  of  the  World  war,  and  married  Miss  Gladys  Lindsey, 
of  Buffalo,  to  which  union  a  son,  Nathaniel  S.  Jr.,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
April  2,  1928. 


RAY  ALAN  VAN  CLIEF 

Ray  Alan  Van  Clief,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother  Courtlandt 
Van  Clief  in  the  management  of  Carroll  Brothers,  of  Buffalo,  is  well 
known  as  a  business  executive,  a  public-spirited  citizen,  an  enthusiastic 
sportsman  and  a  man  of  affairs.  He  is  descended  in  direct  line  from  Jans 
Van  Clief,  who  settled  on  Long  Island,  New  York,  in  the  year  1653,  and 
later  moved  to  Staten  Island,  where  the  family  has  lived  ever  since,  and 
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where  Ray  Alan  Van  Clief  was  born,  July  26,  1891,  a  son  of  William  S. 
and  Adelaide  (Carroll)  Van  Clief.  William  S.  Van  Clief  was  also  born 
on  Staten  Island,  and  is  now  living  retired  in  San  Francisco,  California. 
He  was  for  many  years  successfully  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  on 
Staten  Island,  as  was  also  his  father,  John  H.  Van  Clief,  whose  entire  life 
was  spent  there.  John  H.  Van  Clief  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and 
both  he  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  Miss  Vreeland,  died  on  Staten  Island. 
William  S.  Van  Clief  married  Miss  Adelaide  Carroll,  who  was  born  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  and  Mary  (De  Cies)  Carroll. 
The  Carroll  family  became  early  residents  of  Buffalo  and  a  more  extended 
mention  of  them  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work  under  the  name  of 
William  E.  Carroll,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  William  S.  Van  Clief.  The  latter’s 
death  occurred  in  May,  1919,  on  Staten  Island.  She  was  the  mother  of 
three  sons  and  a  daughter :  Courtlandt,  of  Buffalo,  who  is  mentioned  at 
length  on  another  page  of  this  work;  William  Carroll,  a  resident  of  Winter 
Haven,  Florida;  Ray  Alan;  and  Clare,  the  wife  of  Theodore  W.  Janeway, 
of  Staten  Island,  New  York. 

Ray  Alan  Van  Clief  graduated  from  Staten  Island  Academy  in  1910, 
and  then  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  New  York  University,  from 
which  institution  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1914.  In 
1917  he  received  an  honorary  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  New 
York  Law  School.  On  May  9,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy 
and  was  assigned  to  the  naval  reserve  at  various  stations  and  finally  at 
Pelham,  New  York,  where  he  received  his  commission  as  ensign  and  was 
in  active  service  until  1920,  when  he  received  his  honorable  discharge. 
In  1921  Mr.  Van  Clief  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Carroll  Brothers, 
in  Buffalo,  and  since  the  business  was  incorporated  in  1928,  he  has  been 
vice  president.  This  company  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  its  line  in  Buffalo, 
having  been  established  in  1885,  and  as  wholesale  dealers  in  sand,  gravel 
and  limestone,  occupies  a  position  of  leadership.  The  company  maintains 
offices  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building.  Among  his  other  business  interests 
Mr.  Van  Clief  is  also  vice  president  of  the  lumber  business  of  W.  S.  Van 
Clief  &  Sons,  Incorporated,  of  Staten  Island. 

In  club  circles  he  is  well  known,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Keswick  Hunt  Club,  of  Keswick, 
Virginia,  the  Farmington  Hunt  Club  of  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  the 
Farmington  Country  Club  of  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  and  the  Cherry 
Hill  Club,  of  Canada.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  American  Legion  and  the  Zeta  Psi  fraternity.  In  his  political  affilia¬ 
tion  he  is  a  republican,  and  his  church  connection  is  with  the  Episcopal 
denomination.  He  is  fond  of  outdoor  life  and  sports,  especially  riding, 
swimming  and  hunting. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1923,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Van  Clief  was  married 
to  Miss  Margaret  Good,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Kennedy)  Good, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Daniel  Good  was  one  of  Buffalo’s  prom¬ 
inent  business  men  and  highly  respected  citizens,  whose  life  history  and 
remarkably  successful  career  is  reviewed  on  another  page  of  this  publica¬ 
tion.  Mrs.  Van  Clief  was  educated  at  Miss  Bennett’s  School,  Millbrook, 
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New  York.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  North  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Buffalo,  and  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club,  the  Saddle  and  Bridle  Club, 
and  the  Campanile  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Clief  have  two 
sons;  Daniel  Good,  born  February  14,  1925,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  and  Ray 
Alan,  Jr.,  born  May  11,  1926,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr.  Van  Clief’s  sum¬ 
mer  residence,  “Fairway  House,”  is  in  Williamsville,  New  York,  while  his 
winter  residence,  “Nydrie,”  is  at  Esmont,  Virginia. 


HENRY  H.  HOWER 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  H.  Hower  is  widely  known  in  business 
circles  as  president  of  the  Enterprise  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  with  offices  and 
factory  at  164  Chandler  street  in  Buffalo.  This  pioneer  organization  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier  was  established  in  1884  and  its  products,  Duplex 
oils  and  Duplex  greases,  are  sold  throughout  the  world  by  distributors. 
Commander  Hower  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  27,  1886,  being 
the  only  child  of  Jeremiah  Miller  Hower,  Jr.,  and  Clara  Augusta  (Haines) 
Hower,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state,  the  former  born  in 
Cleveland  in  1845  and  the  latter  in  Springfield  in  1852.  The  Hower 
family  in  Cleveland  founded  the  firm  of  Hower  &  Higbee,  now  the  Higbee 
Company. 

Jeremiah  M.  Hower,  Jr.,  followed  mining  engineering  throughout  his 
life  and  figured  actively  in  the  early  development  of  the  mines  and  mills 
at  Cripple  Creek  and  Florence,  Colorado,  where  he  carried  on  operations 
for  about  fourteen  years.  He  passed  away  in  1907,  being  long  survived 
by  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1924.  Jeremiah  Miller  Hower,  Sr., 
the  paternal  grandfather  of  Henry  H.  Hower,  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Lodi,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  first  flour 
mill  operators  in  his  section. 

The  American  founders  of  both  the  Hower  and  Haines  families  came 
to  America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  coming  from  Rotterdam  and 
Alsace-Lorraine.  Yost  Harbaugh,  an  ancestor  of  our  subject  in  the 
maternal  line,  served  as  aide-de-camp  to  General  George  Washington  dur¬ 
ing  the  struggle  for  independence,  while  members  of  the  Hower  family 
have  participated  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  War  of  1812,  the  Civil 
war,  the  Spanish-American  war  and  the  World  war. 

Henry  H.  Hower  completed  a  high  school  course  in  his  native  city  by 
graduation  in  1905,  and  after  a  year  in  Europe  became  associated  with 
the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer,  with  which  he  continued  from  1907  until 
1909.  During  the  succeeding  five  years  he  had  charge  of  sales  service  and 
advertising  for  The  F.  B.  Stearns  Company,  one  of  the  pioneer  automobile 
manufacturing  concerns  in  the  country,  later  becoming  assistant  to  the 
president.  He  was  afterward  identified  with  the  Willys-Overland  Com¬ 
pany  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  as  manager  of  the  Willys-Knight  division  from 
1914  until  1918  and  then  entered  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
government  as  director  of  the  anti-submarine  base  at  New  London,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Under  date  of  March  17,  1919,  the  assistant  secretary  of  the 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


65 


navy  addressed  a  letter  of  commendation  to  Commander  Hower  express¬ 
ing  appreciation  of  the  services  which  he  performed  with  the  special  board 
on  anti-submarine  devices  during  the  war  and  in  recognition  of  his  expert 
knowledge. 

It  was  on  the  30th  of  November,  1920,  that  he  became  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Enterprise  Oil  Company,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
of  which  he  has  been  president  since  1922. 

Since  1914  all  the  motor  oil  and  greases  used  at  the  White  House  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  have  been  supplied  by  this  company,  which  for  thirty 
years  has  exclusively  served  the  Pierce-Arrow  Motor  Car  Company  with 
Duplex  oils  and  greases  all  over  the  world.  The  products  of  the  Enter¬ 
prise  Oil  Company  are  also  used  and  specified  by  eighty-five  per  cent  of 
all  standardized  motor  boats  and  marine  engines  in  the  United  States. 
Enterprise  oils  and  greases  are  produced  in  the  company’s  own  factory 
at  164  Chandler  street,  Buffalo,  which  is  one  of  the  most  modern  in  the 
country.  The  following  is  quoted  briefly  from  an  interview  obtained  from 
Commander  Hower  by  C.  F.  Chapman,  Editor  of  “Motor  Boating”  and 
appearing  in  the  April  issue  of  that  magazine : 

“I  found  the  man  I  was  after,  Henry  H.  Hower,  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany  which  makes  Duplex,  in  the  laboratory  making  steam  emulsion  tests, 
which  I  will  admit  didn’t  mean  a  thing  to  me  until  he  explained  that  it 
was  the  one  sure  test  for  proving  the  purity — or  impurity — of  an  oil. 

“If  I  may  coin  a  phrase,  Commander  Hower  is  a  lubrication  technician. 
What  I  am  trying  to  convey  is  that  he  studies  the  technique  of  lubrication 
as  it  applies  to  the  modern  high  speed  engine,  first  mastering  the  engine 
itself,  and  then,  combining  his  knowledge  of  oil  and  engines,  designs 
lubricants  for  specific  engines,  to  do  specific  things  in  a  specific  way. 
Guess  work  simply  doesn’t  enter  into  it  at  all.  Part  of  the  work  is  done 
in  the  Duplex  laboratory  located  in  their  own  plant  at  Buffalo,  part  of  it 
is  done  in  the  testing  rooms  of  the  marine  engine  manufacturers  and  part 
of  it  afloat.  Incidentally,  Commander  Hower  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Society  of  Naval  Engineers.  Also,  he  comes  of  an  old  yachting  family, 
his  uncle,  F.  B.  Hower  of  Buffalo — founder  of  the  Enterprise  Oil  Com¬ 
pany,  manufacturers  of  Duplex — having  been  commodore  of  the  Buffalo 
Yacht  Club  continuously  from  1890  to  1900.  .  .  . 

“As  I  went  through  the  Duplex  plant,  I  realized  that  guess  work,  to 
use  Mr.  Hower’s  phrase,  certainly  doesn’t  go.  The  whole  plant  runs  on  a 
laboratory  basis.  Manufacturing  is  controlled  from  the  laboratory  by 
chemists.  Once  the  standard  is  set  for  a  certain  oil,  that  standard  is 
adhered  to  as  carefully  as  in  the  manufacture  of  alloy  steels.  The  toler¬ 
ances  in  the  Duplex  plant  are  as  close  as  in  the  machining  of  fine  steel 
parts.  Uniformity  is  absolute.  And  cleanliness!  I  believe  in  giving 
credit  where  credit  is  due,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  Duplex 
plant  is  as  scrupulously  clean  as  a  dairy.  Buffalo  people  tell  me  it  has 
always  been  that  way. 

“I  thanked  Commander  Hower  for  his  information,  and  for  the  tour 
through  the  plant.  As  a  parting  shot  he  said  ‘I  mustn’t  forget  to  tell 
you  that  Duplex  has  the  lowest  carbon  content  of  any  high  test  oil  in 
the — ’  But  I  put  my  fingers  in  my  ears  and  jumped  into  the  waiting  taxi. 
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I  had  had  enough  for  one  day.  Just  the  same,  I  had  found  out  what  I 
wanted  to  know.” 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1920,  Commander  Hower  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ruth  B.  Keller,  a  native  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Chicago.  Her  father,  John  C.  Keller,  long  prominent  in 
grain  circles  in  Toledo,  passed  away  in  1914,  but  her  mother  is  still 
living.  Mrs.  Hower  has  two  sisters :  Faith,  the  wife  of  Carl  H.  Clement 
of  Eagle  Point  Colony,  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  twin  sons,  Carl 
H.,  Jr.,  and  John  Keller;  and  Rachael,  the  wife  of  Morton  C.  Seeley,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  To  Commander  and  Mrs.  Hower  has 
been  born  a  daughter,  Betty  Ruth,  whose  natal  day  was  August  17,  1923. 
Commander  Hower’s  son,  Henry  H.,  Jr.,  is  attending  the  Greenbrier 
Presbyterian  Military  School  at  Lewisburg,  West  Virginia. 

Fraternally  Commander  Hower  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  order, 
belonging  to  the  following  bodies:  Euclid  Lodge,  No.  599,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member ;  McKinley  Chapter, 
R.  A.  M. ;  and  Coeur  de  Lion  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  and  Buffalo  Consistory,  Scottish  Rite.  He  is  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Chapter  of  Sojourners  (United  States  Masonic  order  of  military 
officers)  and  a  member  of  the  American  Society  of  Naval  Engineers,  the 
United  States  Naval  Institute,  the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  Officers 
Association  and  the  Yachtmen’s  Association  of  America.  He  attends  the 
services  of  Trinity  Church  with  his  family  and  resides  at  144  Highland 
avenue  in  Buffalo,  also  maintaining  a  summer  residence  on  the  Canadian 
Shore  of  Lake  Erie. 


MARTIN  HEINRICH  BUECKING 

Among  the  prominent  younger  members  of  the  Buffalo  legal  fraternity 
is  Martin  H.  Buecking,  partner  in  the  firm  of  Buecking  &  Sengbusch. 
He  is  specializing  in  commercial  and  banking  law,  also  in  litigation  per¬ 
taining  to  the  automotive  industry  generally,  with  offices  at  507  Jackson 
building.  He  is  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  born  May  23,  1900,  and 
is  a  son  of  Rudolf  B.  and  Helene  (Von  Goesseln)  Buecking.  The  father, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Oldenburg,  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Oldenburg, 
in  northern  Germany,  June  16,  1870,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Ovel- 
gonne,  in  the  same  principality.  Both  of  the  parents  now  reside  in 
Buffalo. 

Martin  H.  Buecking  studied  in  Germany  for  six  years,  and  subse¬ 
quently  attended  school  in  Buffalo.  He  graduated  from  high  school  in 
1917,  and  in  the  following  year  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in 
1921.  In  1922  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state,  then  entered 
the  law  office  of  Stein  &  Barber,  where  he  remained  until  1925,  when  he 
formed  his  present  partnership  with  William  C.  Sengbusch. 

During  the  period  of  America’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  Mr. 
Buecking  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  and  was  subsequently  com- 
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missioned  in  the  naval  reserve.  He  was  discharged  at  Buffalo.  During 
his  college  days  he  became  a  member  of  the  Delta  Chi  fraternity,  and 
he  now  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club.  On  December  1,  1930,  Mr. 
Buecking  married  Miss  Agnes  Stewart,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Birkby)  Stewart.  Mrs.  Buecking  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland. 


FRANCIS  L.  TAURIELLO 

A  notable  example  of  the  quick  rewards  which  await  the  young  man 
of  ability  in  the  financial  world  of  modern  times  is  the  record  of  Francis 
L.  Tauriello,  who  is  trust  officer  of  the  Commercial  Trust  Company  of 
Buffalo,  and  who  has  not  yet  attained  his  thirtieth  year  of  age.  Mr. 
Tauriello  is  an  American  born  citizen  of  fine  Italian  blood,  and  is  a 
graduate  lawyer.  His  legal  training  has  been  of  inestimable  benefit  to 
him  in  his  responsible  duties  in  the  employ  of  the  Commercial  Trust 
Company,  but  this  education  is  supplemented  by  native  ability,  keen  judg¬ 
ment,  and  rare  energy,  all  of  which  have  brought  him  to  the  front  rank 
of  the  junior  citizenry  of  Buffalo. 

Francis  L.  Tauriello  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  31,  1901,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Josephine  M.  (Lunghino)  Tauriello.  His  father,  who 
is  a  barber  of  Buffalo,  was  born  in  Italy  September  27,  1879.  He  is  a 
republican  and  is  a  communicant  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Joseph  Tauriello  is  a  son  of  Frank  and  Margaret 
(Boccaccio)  Tauriello,  natives  of  Italy.  Frank  Tauriello,  who  died  in 
Buffalo  where  he  had  retired  from  business,  was  a  war  veteran  of  Italian 
service;  his  widow  lives  in  Buffalo  now.  Josephine  M.  (Lunghino) 
Tauriello,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Italy 
November  15,  1881,  a  daughter  of  Sebastin  and  Frances  Marie  (Spera) 
Lunghino,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  died  in  Italy,  although  the 
father  was  a  banker  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  for  a  considerable  period. 

The  public  school  education  of  Francis  L.  Tauriello  was  completed 
by  graduation  from  school  No.  10  and  from  Hutchinson  high  school  in 
1918.  Having  decided  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his  life  work,  he 
then  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School,  and  received  from  this 
institution  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1923.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York  state,  July  1,  1924,  after  which  he  became  associated 
with  Joseph  J.  Lunghino  in  the  practice  of  law  and  in  banking.  He  is 
also  trust  officer  of  the  Commercial  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Tauriello  is  a  republican  in  his  political  faith,  and  a  member  of 
St.  Paul’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Kenmore,  New  York,  in  which  city 
his  residence  is  also  situated,  at  35  Courice  boulevard.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association. 

At  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1926,  Mr.  Tauriello  was 
married  to  Miss  Grace  R.  Thomas,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  V.  and  Bertha  (Roth)  Thomas.  Her  father,  who  is  a  native  of 
New  York  city,  resides  at  Buffalo,  where  he  is  mechanical  inspector  for 
the  city  in  charge  of  the  lift  bridges.  During  the  World  war  he  was  an 


68 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


officer  in  the  United  States  Navy,  stationed  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Chicago.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Tauriello  graduated  from  Hutchinson 
high  school  of  Buffalo  in  1919,  and  from  the  Buffalo  State  Normal  in 
1922,  and  in  the  city  of  her  birth  she  taught  school  prior  to  her  marriage. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tauriello  have  become  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Grace  Isabel  Tauriello,  born  May  2,  1927;  and  Francis  L.  Tauriello,  Jr., 
born  August  14,  1928. 


PERRY  EDWARD  WURST 

Prominent  among  the  financial  executives  and  business  men  of  Buffalo 
is  Perry  E.  Wurst,  executive  vice  president  and  director  of  the  M.  &  T. 
Trust  Company,  the  Guardian  Casualty  Company,  and  an  officer  and  di¬ 
rector  in  many  other  financial  and  industrial  organizations  of  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Wurst  has  brought  into  his  business  affairs, 
wide  knowledge  of  law  and  the  experience  gained  during  the  time  of  his 
active  practice,  and  this  training  has  been  of  inestimable  benefit  in  his 
highly  successful  and  progressive  conduct  of  the  duties  which  have  fallen 
to  him.  He  has  long  been  a  dominant  influence  in  financial  affairs  of 
western  New  York,  as  indicated  by  the  large  number  of  responsible  execu¬ 
tive  positions  he  now  holds.  His  excellent  business  judgment,  strong  ini¬ 
tiative  and  unvarying  dependability  have  won  for  him  a  high  place  among 
his  fellows,  while  likewise  his  active  interest  and  participation  in  club  and 
social  affairs  have  gained  for  him  a  host  of  friends  in  this  city. 

Perry  E.  Wurst  was  born  at  Machias,  Erie  county,  New  York,  January 
7,  1878,  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Lovinia  (Euchner)  Wurst,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany  and  died  in  Holland,  New  York.  Jacob  Wurst  was  a 
miller  by  occupation. 

Perry  E.  Wurst  obtained  his  education  in  Holland,  East  Aurora,  and 
the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1899  was  graduated  from  Cor¬ 
nell  University  with  the  B.  L.  degree.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  from  that  institution  received  his  LL.B 
degree  in  1900  in  which  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state.  The  first  two  years  thereafter  were  spent  as  a  clerk  in  the  law 
office  of  Bissell,  Carey  &  Cooke,  and  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  he  served  as 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court  in  Erie  county.  On  May  9,  1913,  he  was  elected 
a  trust  officer  of  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  had  formerly 
been  assistant  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Holland,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
had  been  one  of  its  active  directors  and  its  attorney.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  East  Aurora,  and  of  the 
Bank  of  Corfu,  and  was  attorney  for  and  a  director  of  each.  After  serving 
as  trust  officer  of  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company,  Mr.  Wurst  was  made  vice 
president  and  treasurer.  In  1919  he  resigned  and  became  associated  with 
the  various  business  interests  of  Bright  C.  Taber.  He  was  appointed  vice 
president  of  the  Alpena  Leather  Corporation,  the  American  Extract  Com¬ 
pany,  the  Taber-Wheeler  Leather  Company,  and  others.  He  was  at  one 
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time  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Continental  Leather  Company 
of  Philadelphia,  the  third  largest  sole  leather  company  in  the  United 
States.  When  the  M.  &  T.  Bank  and  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company  merged, 
Mr.  Wurst  was  induced  to  return  to  the  banking  business.  He  had  played 
an  important  part  in  the  merger  of  these  two  organizations  and  he  is  now 
executive  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  and 
of  the  Guardian  Casualty  Company,  is  president  and  a  director  of  the 
M.  &  T.  Securities  Corporation,  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Healey 
Petroleum  Corporation,  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  American 
Extract  Company,  vice  president,  secretary  and  a  director  of  the  Taber 
Pump  Company,  a  director  of  the  Alpena  Leather  Corporation,  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Port  Allegany,  Pennsylvania,  the  Lockport  Exchange 
Trust  Company  of  Lockport,  New  York,  the  Erie  County  Trust  Company 
of  East  Aurora,  New  York,  the  Conners  Holding  Corporation,  the  Great 
Lakes  Transit  Corporation,  the  American  Hide  &  Leather  Company,  the 
Buffalo  Cement  Company,  the  Abstract  Title  &  Mortgage  Company,  the 
Manufacturers  &  Traders-Peoples  Safe  Deposit  Company,  the  Buffalo 
Storage  &  Carting  Company,  and  the  Bank  of  Corfu,  New  York. 

On  December  2,  1903,  Mr.  Wurst  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Bessie 
Baker  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Esther,  now  the 
wife  of  Robert  G.  Wiese,  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  is  a  graduate  of  Buf¬ 
falo  Seminary,  and  has  an  A.  B.  degree  from  Wellesley  College;  Perry  E., 
Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  28,  1909,  is  a  senior  at  Williams  Col¬ 
lege.  The  residence  of  Mr.  Wurst  is  at  564  Lafayette  avenue. 

Mr.  Wurst  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  is  president 
at  this  writing,  also  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Saturn 
Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Wanakah  Club,  the  Cherry 
Hill  Club,  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club,  and  the  Park  Club.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  East  Aurora  blue  lodge  of  Masons,  likewise  the  Kappa 
Sigma  college  and  Phi  Delta  Phi  legal  fraternities. 


JAMES  N.  BYERS 

Following  in  the  business  footsteps  of  his  father,  James  N.  Byers 
became  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a  contractor  and  made  important 
contributions  to  Buffalo’s  upbuilding  and  improvement.  He  was  a  life¬ 
long  resident  of  the  city  and  throughout  its  business  circles  men  recog¬ 
nized  the  value  of  his  opinions  and  the  worth  of  his  judgment.  Born  in 
Buffalo,  August  2,  1863,  he  was  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Olivia  (Anderson) 
Byers,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland.  Crossing  the  Atlantic  in 
1849,  the  father  located  in  New  York  city,  where  he  learned  the  baker’s 
trade.  Subsequently  he  followed  various  occupations  in  the  Empire  state 
and  in  Canada,  finally  settling  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1862  turned  his  attention 
to  contracting,  devoting  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  that  business. 

His  son,  James  N.  Byers,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and 
then  enrolled  as  a  student  in  the  State  Normal  College,  which  he  left 
before  the  completion  of  his  course  to  enter  the  business  world.  After 
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about  two  years’  work  as  a  confectioner  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  three  years,  and  then  joined 
his  father  in  the  building-  and  contracting  business.  They  were  associated 
as  partners  for  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  James  N.  Byers  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  business,  remaining  at  its  head  until  his  death  on  the  2d  of 
April,  1928.  Under  his  capable  management  the  enterprise  continued  to 
prosper  and  the  prestige  of  the  owner  steadily  increased.  Closely  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  policy  of  honest,  straightforward  dealing  instituted  by  his 
father,  he  carefully  supervised  every  phase  of  the  work,  never  allowing 
the  smallest  detail  of  a  contract  to  be  slighted,  and  made  his  organization 
a  recognized  leader  in  this  field.  Among  the  many  large  and  imposing 
structures  erected  by  the  firm  of  James  N.  Byers  in  Buffalo  are  the  Lincoln 
building,  the  Root  building,  the  Byers  building  at  700  Main  street,  the 
homes  of  Mrs.  Seymour  H.  Knox  and  Seymour  H.  Knox  Jr.,  George  Laub 
and  Albert  Laub,  the  Rand  residence,  now  the  Consistory,  the  Ansonia 
building,  the  Zeller  tannery,  and  numerous  other  business  buildings  and 
homes,  all  of  which  have  constituted  important  factors  in  the  architectural 
adornment  of  the  city.  Mr.  Byers  was  also  identified  with  financial 
affairs  of  Buffalo  as  a  director  of  the  Columbia  National  Bank  and  when 
it  was  merged  with  the  Marine  National  Bank,  he  became  a  director  of 
the  latter.  The  term  of  his  service  as  a  director  of  both  banks  covered  a 
period  of  twenty-four  years. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1886,  Mr.  Byers  was  married  in  this  city  to 
Miss  Emma  G.  Spitzmiller,  a  daughter  of  August  and  Margaret  (Stengel) 
Spitzmiller,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Germany.  The  father,  an 
enterprising  merchant,  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Main 
and  Chippewa  streets  for  many  years,  long  occupying  a  position  of 
prominence  in  trade  circles  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Byers  were  the 
parents  of  two  children :  Harriet,  now  the  widow  of  J.  Sterling  Deans, 
Jr.,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  J.  Newton  Byers. 
The  son  was  born  in  Buffalo,  September  16,  1890,  and  after  attending 
the  Hill  school  matriculated  in  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1912.  Two  years  later  he  entered  upon  contracting  work  in 
association  with  his  father  and  since  the  latter’s  death  has  carried  on  the 
business  of  James  N.  Byers  &  Son.  The  enterprise  which  he  heads  has 
been  developed  along  substantial  lines  by  three  generations  of  the  family, 
whose  work  has  ever  expressed  a  high  degree  of  skill  in  the  field  of  con¬ 
struction,  and  under  the  present  ownership  the  continued  growth  and  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  business  is  assured.  J.  Newton  Byers  is  also  associated  with 
the  firm  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Company,  stock  brokers.  During  the  World 
war  he  served  in  a  company  of  civil  engineers,  becoming  a  lieutenant, 
junior  grade. 

Mr.  Byers  was  married  June  3,  1914,  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Frances  For¬ 
man,  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Georgia  M.  G.  Forman,  of  this  city,  and  they 
have  four  children:  James  Newton  (III),  Barbara  F.,  Peter  L.  and 
Frances  Helen.  Mrs.  Byers  is  a  member  of  the  Garret  Club  and  Mr. 
Byers  is  president  of  the  Automobile  Club  of  Buffalo.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo,  Ad,  Saturn,  Athletic,  University,  Wanakah  Country,  the 
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Yacht  and  Canoe,  Trap  and  Field  Clubs,  all  of  this  city,  and  to  the  Pytonga 
Club  of  Quebec,  Canada,  while  his  civic  spirit  is  expressed  through  his 
connection  with  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

A  Mason  of  high  standing,  James  N.  Byers  was  identified  with  Hugh 
de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. ;  and 
Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
Club,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Wanakah  Club,  and  the 
Cherry  Hill  Club,  and  a  consistent  member  of  the  North  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  kindliness,  his  uprightness  and  his  devotion  to  the  ties  of 
home  and  friendship  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him  and  in  his  passing 
Buffalo  lost  one  of  her  leading  business  men  and  valuable  citizens.  Mrs. 
Byers  resides  at  900  North  Delaware  avenue.  Socially  she  is  prominent 
as  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and 
the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  and  her  many  acts  of  charity  and  kindness 
have  made  her  greatly  beloved. 


WARREN  B.  SMITH 

Warren  B.  Smith,  who  is  agency  director  at  Buffalo  for  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  Company,  has  been  in  the  employ  of  this  company  for 
twenty-two  years.  Although  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  for  only 
two  years,  he  has  become  well  established  in  the  business,  club  and  social 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  is  regarded  as  a  most  welcome  addition  to 
the  ranks  of  local  citizens.  Warren  B.  Smith  was  born  in  New  York  city, 
February  14,  1891,  a  son  of  Frank  B.  and  Mary  (Johnston)  Smith.  His 
father  was  born  in  Buffalo  and  now  lives  at  Hastings-upon-Hudson,  New 
York,  where  he  is  engaged  in  business.  He  was  for  many  years  business 
manager  of  the  Ocean  Grove  Association  at  Ocean  Grove,  New  Jersey.  He 
is  a  republican,  and  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  wife 
is  a  native  of  Buffalo.  On  the  maternal  side,  Warren  B.  Smith  is  a  great- 
nephew  of  James  Nicoll  Johnston,  who  was  a  poet  and  author  of  Buffalo. 

Having  completed  his  public  school  education  by  graduation  from  high 
school  at  Yonkers,  New  York,  in  1908,  Warren  B.  Smith  immediately 
became  associated  with  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  has 
continuously  been  in  their  employ  since  that  date.  He  started  in  the 
insurance  field  as  a  clerk  in  the  home  office  in  New  York  city,  and  in 
1916  became  agency  organizer  at  the  Park  Row  branch  in  New  York 
city.  Later  in  the  same  year,  he  was  made  agency  director  at  Binghamton, 
New  York,  which  post  he  held  until  November,  1928,  when  he  came  to 
Buffalo  for  his  company  as  agency  director. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Life  Insurance  Managers  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Life  Underwriters  Association,  In¬ 
corporated.  He  belongs  to  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Lions  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club, 
Binghamton  (N.  Y.)  Lodge,  No.  582,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
Otseningo  Lodge,  No.  435,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Binghamton  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  139,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Malta  Commandery,  No.  21,  Knights 
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Templar,  at  Binghamton ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  active  for  many  years  in  the  work  of  the 
Lions  Club,  and  is  past  president  of  the  Binghamton  Lions  Club,  also  is 
past  deputy  district  governor  of  the  Lions  National  for  the  southern  tier. 
He  is  a  republican,  and  his  church  connection  is  with  the  Central  Park 
Methodist  Episcopal  of  Buffalo. 

On  June  30,  1916,  in  New  York  city,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Smith  and  Miss  Isabel  Clark,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  a 
daughter  of  William  Clark,  and  is  descended  from  Revolutionary  stock. 
Mrs.  Smith  obtained  her  education  in  schools  of  Baltimore  and  New  York 
city.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  the  Daughters  of  the  Nile.  To  the 
marriage  of  Warren  B.  and  Isabel  Smith  have  been  born  two  children: 
Warren  B.  Smith,  Jr.,  whose  birth  occurred  May  26,  1919;  and  Ruth 
Isabel,  whose  natal  day  was  March  5,  1925. 


WILLIAM  CURTIS  WHITE 

Among  the  well  established  and  successful  attorneys  of  Buffalo  is 
William  Curtis  White,  with  offices  at  1200  Morgan  building,  where  he 
practices  law  with  his  brother,  Charles  A.  White,  public  admin¬ 
istrator  of  Erie  county.  He  has  earned  a  position  of  high  rank  in  his 
profession  which  he  entered  after  engaging  for  a  number  of  years  in 
educational  and  journalistic  work,  which  experiences  have  been  of  in¬ 
estimable  benefit  to  him  in  the  vocation  he  finally  selected  as  his  life  work. 

William  C.  White  was  born  in  Elmira,  New  York,  October  3,  1872,  a 
son  of  Merritt  Paul  and  Susan  Parker  (Adams)  White,  while  his  grand¬ 
parents  were  Moses  and  Betsey  (Paul)  White,  both  of  whom  were  born 
and  died  in  Connecticut,  where  the  father  was  a  general  merchant.  Merritt 
P.  White  was  born  at  Westford,  Connecticut,  March  4,  1831,  and  died  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  September  16,  1916.  He  was  a  bookkeeper  at  Elmira, 
but  retired  from  active  work  after  moving  to  Buffalo.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  and  a  communicant 
of  the  Park  Congregational  Church  of  Elmira.  The  mother  of  William 
C.  White  was  born  in  Wells,  Maine,  July  2,  1832,  and  died  in  Elmira, 
October  1,  1914.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Charles  S.  Adams, 
a  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church,  who  was  born  in  Maine  and  died 
in  Hillsdale,  Michigan.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Henry  Adams,  who 
founded  the  famous  Adams  family  in  Massachusetts  in  1630.  His  wife 
was  Susanna  Parker,  also  a  native  of  the  state  of  Maine. 

William  C.  White  graduated  from  the  Elmira  Free  Academy,  and  in 
1893  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Cornell  University. 
He  then  became  principal  in  Rushford  Academy  at  Allegany,  after  which 
he  was  a  reporter  on  the  Buffalo  Courier,  when  William  S.  Rann,  now 
of  the  firm  of  Rann,  Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  was  city  editor  of 
that  well  known  publication.  Mr.  White  next  was  appointed  principal  of 
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school  No.  51,  which  position  he  occupied  for  nine  years.  Having  deter¬ 
mined  to  make  the  law  his  vocation,  Mr.  White  studied  during  these  years 
at  the  Buffalo  Law  School,  then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Thayer,  Tuttle 
&  White,  and  later  in  the  office  of  Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn.  In  1902  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state.  He  first  opened  an  office 
in  the  Fidelity  building,  and  was  associated  in  practice  with  Judge  Louis 
B.  Hart,  Robert  W.  Pomeroy  and  George  C.  Miller.  In  1920  Mr.  White 
became  associated  with  his  brother,  Charles  A.  White,  who,  as  noted 
before,  is  public  administrator  of  Erie  county,  New  York.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association, 
and  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County. 

Mr.  White  was  married  December  7,  1903,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Lydia 
Young,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  died  in  this  city,  September  6,  1904. 

In  politics  Mr.  White  is  a  republican.  In  club  and  fraternal  affairs  of 
Buffalo  he  has  long  been  prominent,  holding  membership  at  present  in 
the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Canoe  Club,  the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Automobile  Club  of 
Buffalo,  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Adytum  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery, 
No.  30,  Knights  Templar,  Buffalo  Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  and  Buffalo  Court,  No.  22,  Royal  Order  of  Jesters.  Fishing 
and  motoring  comprise  the  diversions  enjoyed  by  Mr.  White  when  oppor¬ 
tunity  offers.  During  the  World  war  he  was  on  the  speakers’  committee 
and  music  committee  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives. 


WILLIAM  THOMAS  JEBB 

The  late  William  Thomas  Jebb  was  a  manufacturer,  and  his  guiding 
influence  was  the  deciding  factor  in  the  success  of  a  number  of  corpora¬ 
tions  and  enterprises  in  different  cities.  Mr.  Jebb  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  May  4,  1857,  a  son  of  Thomas  Arnold  and  Mary  E.  (Hyde) 
Jebb.  The  father  was  born  at  New  Market,  Canada,  a  son  of  Thomas  A. 
and  Ellen  (Martin)  Jebb  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  (Hyde)  Jebb,  the 
mother  of  William  T.  Jebb,  was  born  in  Franklin,  Connecticut. 

William  Thomas  Jebb  was  first  a  pupil  in  the  Buffalo  Academy  for 
Boys  and  afterward  attended  DeVeaux  College  of  Niagara  Falls  from 
1871  to  1874.  Upon  his  graduation  from  the  latter  institution,  he  traveled 
abroad  under  a  private  tutor,  George  Patterson,  who  was  at  that  time 
head  of  DeVeaux  College.  Following  his  return  to  the  United  States  he 
completed  his  education  at  the  school  conducted  by  Professor  Horace 
Briggs.  In  1876  he  began  his  business  career  as  an  office  boy  with  the 
Akron  Cement  Works,  which  business  was  at  the  time  owned  by  his 
father.  After  a  short  period  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  this 
company.  In  1878  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  glucose  business,  becom¬ 
ing  treasurer  of  the  American  Grape  Sugar  Company,  of  which  organiza¬ 
tion  he  and  his  father  were  the  founders.  In  1879  he  was  made  general 
superintendent  of  the  Peoria  Sugar  Refining  Company  at  Peoria,  Illinois, 
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and  from  1880  to  1888  was  active  in  the  same  business  at  New  York  city. 
In  1889  he  contracted  with  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Elgin,  Illinois,  to  Waukegan,  that  state,  which  line  is  now 
the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  Railroad.  After  this  was  completed,  Mr.  Jebb 
was  instrumental  in  building  the  United  States  sugar  plant  at  Waukegan, 
Illinois,  which  later  became  an  important  holding  of  the  Corn  Products 
Company. 

On  January  17,  1888,  William  T.  Jebb  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  S. 
Baker,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Milan  M.  Baker  of  Warsaw,  New 
York,  the  former  having  been  a  leading  physician  of  his  generation.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Jebb  became  the  parents  of  three  children:  Katherine,  Frances 
and  William  Thomas,  Jr. 

Katherine  Jebb,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  educated  in 
Farmington,  Connecticut,  is  now  the  wife  of  Eben  Carleton  Sprague  of 
Buffalo,  and  the  mother  of  a  son. 

Frances  Jebb,  also  born  in  Buffalo,  received  her  education  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  Connecticut,  and  abroad.  She  is  the  wife  of  George  E.  Matthews 
and  the  mother  of  three  children.  Their  home  is  in  Buffalo. 

William  Thomas  Jebb,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  in  1900,  and  attended 
the  Nichols  School  of  this  city.  In  1917  he  .volunteered  for  service  in  the 
World  war.  He  entered  the  Norton  Harjes  Ambulance  Corps  and  served 
actively  on  the  Lorraine  sector  from  June,  1917,  to  the  following  October, 
at  which  time  he  enlisted  voluntarily  in  the  aviation  section  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Expeditionary  Forces.  He  trained  at  Issoudun,  France,  and  was 
given  the  commission  of  lieutenant  with  pilot’s  brevet  May  18,  1918.  He 
was  an  officer  and  flyer  in  the  Twenty-eighth  Aero  Squadron.  The  official 
record  of  this  squadron  in  the  historical  division  of  the  War  Department 
shows  that  the  Twenty-eighth  destroyed  fourteen  and  a  half  planes,  and 
Lieutenant  Jebb  is  credited  with  two  of  them.  He  received  his  honorable 
discharge  from  the  army  February  11,  1919.  His  name  is  on  the  mem¬ 
bership  rolls  of  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the  Aero 
Club,  and  he  is  prominently  identified  with  the  advisory  board  of  aviation. 
In  1923  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  Schoellkopf,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Thomas  Arnold,  Richard  Travor  and 
Emily  Anne  Jebb. 


JOHN  HINGSTON  COOPER 

John  Hingston  Cooper  who  is  extensively  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  Buffalo,  and  is  a  former  police  commissioner  of  this  city,  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  and  representative  citizens  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  street,  Buffalo,  November  23,  1860,  son  of 
Robert  J.  I.  and  Eliza  (Hingston)  Cooper.  The  father,  born  in  County 
Wexford,  Ireland,  was  a  boat-building  contractor  in  Buffalo  and  later  on 
Chautauqua  Lake  at  Mayville.  He  was  a  well  educated  man  having  at¬ 
tended  Trinity  College  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  but  left  his  studies  to  go  to  sea 
as  a  sailor.  He  came  to  America  in  the  early  ’50s  and  in  the  following 
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decade  settled  in  Buffalo.  His  father,  Henry  Cooper,  was  a  first  cousin 
of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  and  the  last  of  six  generations  of  lawyers  in 
the  Cooper  family.  He  was  a  member  of  the  British  East  India  Com¬ 
pany  and  had  mining  interests  in  Australia.  He  and  his  wife,  Ruth 
Cooper,  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  came  to  the 
United  States  in  their  early  years. 

Luke,  the  brother  next  to  R.  J.  I.  was  a  graduate  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  1848.  He  settled  in  Bay  City,  Michigan,  where  he  was  considered 
a  very  able  physician  and  surgeon.  He  also  served  in  the  Civil  war  and 
did  great  surgical  work  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

William  and  John  settled  in  Monroe,  Michigan,  where  John  practiced 
dentistry  for  many  years.  Samuel  was  a  passenger  on  the  steamer 
Griffith  when  she  burned  on  Lake  Erie  some  eighty  years  ago.  Being 
an  excellent  swimmer  he  saved  many  lives  from  that  burning  boat,  by 
swimming  with  one  arm  while  he  carried  people  safely  to  shore  on  his 
back  and  under  the  other  arm.  This  he  did  many  times  until  he  was  ex¬ 
hausted.  He  settled  in  Baltimore.  Charles  lived  and  died  in  Australia. 
In  the  early  ’50s  he  was  a  paymaster  for  the  British  East  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  often  carried  large  sums  of  money  from  the  city  to  the  mines 
in  the  back  country  in  his  saddlebags.  One  time  after  such  a  trip  his 
horse  came  up  riderless.  Later  his  body  was  found  riddled  with  bullets, 
the  work  of  robbers.  He  was  twenty-four  years  of  age  when  murdered. 
A  sister,  Nannie,  married  Ruben  Hill  of  Covington,  Kentucky,  and  another 
sister,  Ruth,  married  Lyman  Hurd  of  Monroe,  Michigan.  Caroline  mar¬ 
ried  Oliver  Goodale,  and  for  many  years  resided  in  Buffalo. 

The  Coopers  were  all  stanch  church  men,  communicants  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  old  country  and  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States.  The  Cooper  Crest  is  a  man’s  bust  in  profile.  Couped  at 
the  shoulders  proper,  on  the  head  an  Irish  Crown.  Arms,  Gules,  a  band 
between  six  lions  rampant.  The  motto  is  “VINCIT  AMOR  PATRIAE.” 

Eliza  Hingston,  mother  of  John  H.  Cooper,  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  the  daughter  of  William  Hingston,  a  customshouse  officer,  and 
Jane  Carroll  Hingston.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  were,  Edward,  William, 
John,  Samuel  and  Ann,  wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  of  Lynn,  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Lucretia  and  Jane  died  in  Ireland.  The  Hingston  family  traces 
its  lineage  back  to  1240  A.  D.  The  parents  of  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch  had  the  following  children:  Bessie  Sparrow,  who  taught 
school  in  Buffalo,  and  was  ordained  a  deaconess  by  Bishop  Walker,  now 
lives  in  Westfield,  New  York;  Jane  Carroll  married  William  A.  Peglar  of 
Westfield,  New  York,  and  both  are  deceased;  Henry  Hingston,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Mollie  Wolfe,  served  as  mayor  of  Jamestown,  New  York,  also  as 
sheriff  of  Chautauqua  county,  and  now  resides  at  Jamestown,  New  York; 
John  H.  is  the  next  of  the  family;  Samuel  Lewis,  who  was  a  hotel  owner, 
married  Anna  Spicer  of  Mayville,  New  York;  and  Ruth  A.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Andrew  Ross,  the  president  of  the  Foodcraft  Shops.  They  reside  in 
New  York  city. 

John  H.  Cooper  completed  his  public  school  education  at  Mayville 
high  school,  then  engaged  in  boat-building  on  Chautauqua  lake.  In  1899 
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he  was  appointed  police  commissioner  of  Buffalo  and  so  continued  until 
1904.  He  then  engaged  in  real  estate  work,  also  in  the  financial  invest¬ 
ment  field,  which  he  has  continued  until  the  present  with  much  success. 
He  is  prominent  in  various  affairs  of  the  city,  and  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order,  in  which  he  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree,  having  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Blue  lodge,  Chapter,  Council,  Commandery  and  Consistory. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  was 
exalted  ruler  of  the  Buffalo  Lodge  during  1896-7,  and  district-deputy- 
grand  exalted  ruler  for  western  New  York,  1897-8.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  L.  Diehl,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  John  P.  and  Louise  (Smith)  Diehl.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cooper  have  two  sons.  Maurice  D.  received  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy  and  Mining  Engineer  from  Yale  University  and  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  mining  engineering  at  Pittsburgh  and  Brownsville,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  He  married  Marion  Lewis,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwin  G. 
Lewis  of  Southington,  Connecticut,  and  they  have  three  children,  John 
Lewis,  Maurice  D.,  Jr.,  and  Mary  Laura.  Mrs.  Cooper  is  a  graduate  of 
Mt.  Holyoke.  Andrew  Robert  Cooper,  the  second  son  of  John  H.  Cooper, 
attended  Central  high  school,  at  Buffalo,  and  Toronto  University.  He  is 
an  accomplished  vocalist  and  is  engaged  in  professional  stage  work  in 
California.  For  many  years  Andrew  Robert  was  baritone  soloist  with 
the  choir  of  Grace  Church  at  10th  and  Broadway,  New  York.  He  trained 
at  Plattsburg,  and  entered  the  service  as  a  second  lieutenant  of  the  United 
States  Army,  was  overseas  and  experienced  much  combat  service,  during 
which  he  was  severely  shell-shocked.  At  the  time  of  discharge  he  held  the 
rank  of  captain.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Cooper  now  (1930)  reside  at  385 
Elmwood  avenue,  Buffalo. 


JAMES  OTIS  MOORE 

James  Otis  Moore,  who  represents  one  of  the  colonial  families  of 
America,  has  long  been  numbered  among  the  prominent  members  of  the 
Buffalo  bar  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties  he  brings  to 
bear  natural  talent  and  acquired  ability,  supplemented  by  twenty-five  years 
of  experience  as  a  legal  practitioner.  He  was  born  in  Leicester,  Livings¬ 
ton  county,  New  York,  January  9,  1873,  a  son  of  Ambrose  and  Margaret 
(Sheehan)  Moore,  and  is  the  fifth  in  direct  line  of  descent  from  James 
Moore,  who  was  a  member  of  the  famous  “Boston  tea  party”  and  served 
under  General  Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  the  father 
of  Cyrus  Moore,  who  spent  his  early  life  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  whence 
he  removed  to  Livingston  county,  New  York,  settling  near  Leicester. 
There  he  engaged  in  farming  and  also  dealt  in  cattle.  His  son,  James 
Otis  Moore,  was  born  on  the  homestead  in  Livingston  county  and  devoted 
his  life  to  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  that  tract  of  land.  He 
married  Caroline  Knowles,  who  was  born  in  Avon,  New  York,  and  passed 
away  in  her  native  town.  They  were  the  parents  of  Ambrose  Moore,  who 
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was  born  in  Leicester,  November  15,  1842,  and  there  resided  until  his 
death  on  the  6th  of  August,  1918.  Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  his  religious  views  were  in  harmony 
with  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  political 
support  was  given  to  the  republican  party.  His  wife  was  born  in  Berlin, 
now  Kitchener,  Ontario,  in  1852  and  her  demise  occurred  in  Geneseo,  Liv¬ 
ingston  county,  New  York,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1885.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  (Sheean)  Sheehan,  who  emigrated  from  Ireland  to 
Canada,  settling  on  a  farm  in  the  province  of  Ontario.  The  father  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Dominion  until  his  death  but  the  mother  passed  away  in 
Leicester,  New  York. 

James  0.  Moore  acquired  his  early  education  in  district  schools  of 
Livingston  county  and  after  attending  the  Geneseo  Normal  School  he 
matriculated  in  Yale  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1897 
with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  While  in  the  offices  of  Kidder  M.  Scott 
and  Lewis  C.  O’Connor,  Geneseo  attorneys,  he  read  law,  later  studying 
under  John  B.  Abbott.  Admitted  to  the  bar  in  July,  1899,  Mr.  Moore 
located  in  Buffalo  in  September  of  that  year,  becoming  a  clerk  in  the 
employ  of  Robert  F.  Schelling,  with  whom  he  continued  until  the  1st  of 
January,  1906.  On  that  date  he  became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Des- 
becker,  Fisk  &  Moore  but  withdrew  from  that  organization  in  May,  1907, 
at  which  time  the  firm  of  Strebel,  Corey,  Wierling  &  Moore  was  formed. 
This  connection  was  maintained  until  September,  1910,  when  the  firm  of 
Norton,  Penny,  Spring  &  Moore  came  into  existence,  and  conducted  busi¬ 
ness  under  that  style  for  about  eight  years.  From  January  1,  1918,  until 
March  1,  1925,  Mr.  Moore  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Disberger  &  Moore 
and  has  since  been  alone,  maintaining  an  office  on  the  nineteenth  floor  of 
the  Liberty  Bank  building.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  minutiae  of  the  law 
and  enjoys  a  large  general  practice.  His  advice  in  legal  matters  is  always 
sound  and  reliable,  while  as  an  advocate  he  is  eloquent,  forceful  and 
convincing  and  served  as  assistant  United  States  attorney  from  December, 
1908,  to  September,  1910. 

On  the  18th  of  November,  1908,  Mr.  Moore  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Gertrude  Mooney,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Ellen  (McRoden) 
Mooney,  who  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Moore  was  born  in  this  city  and 
pursued  her  education  at  Eaton  Hall  near  Philadelphia,  also  attending 
the  Sacred  Heart  Academy  in  Rochester.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have  a 
son,  James  O.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  May  19,  1910,  was  graduated  from  the 
Nichols  school  of  Buffalo  and  from  the  Phillips  Academy  at  Andover, 
Massachusetts,  and  is  now  a  junior  at  Yale  University.  The  residence 
of  the  family  is  at  776  Potomac  avenue,  Buffalo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  adhere  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  having  mem¬ 
bership  in  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  republican. 
Enlisting  for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war,  he  was  commissioned 
second  lieutenant  and  later  was  a  first  lieutenant  of  Company  H,  Four¬ 
teenth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  belongs  to  Sey- 
burn-Liscum  Camp  of  the  United  Spanish-American  War  Veterans,  to 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the 
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Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club  and  the  Buffalo  and  Geneseo  Coun¬ 
try  Clubs.  His  professional  connections  are  with  the  Erie  County  Bar 
Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar 
Association.  In  the  practice  of  law  he  has  always  been  governed  by 
the  highest  ethical  standards  of  the  profession  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  loyal, 
patriotic  and  public-spirited,  ever  ready  to  serve  his  community,  state  or 
country  when  needed. 


EDWARD  SHEPARD  PRATT 

The  nature  of  the  position  now  held  by  Edward  S.  Pratt,  as  district 
manager  at  Buffalo  for  the  Intercoast  Sales  Corporation  of  New  York 
city,  is  ample  indication  of  the  ability  he  has  manifested  in  his  chosen 
calling  during  the  comparatively  few  years  of  his  activity  therein.  Mr. 
Pratt  is  typical  of  the  modern  school  of  younger  business  men  and  finan¬ 
ciers,  and  is  making  rapid  strides  in  the  responsible  work  in  which  he  is 
engaged,  giving  careful  attention  at  the  same  time  to  other  affairs  which 
come  within  the  range  of  the  representative  citizen. 

Born  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  July  10,  1900,  he  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  Jasper  and  Annie  Laurie  (Shepard)  Pratt.  Thomas  J.  Pratt 
was  born  at  Wilmington,  March  12,  1868,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
machinery  business  at  Norfolk,  Virginia.  He  is  a  democrat,  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  prominent  in  Masonry.  He  is  a  son  of 
David  and  Lina  Pratt,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  died  at  Wilmington. 
David  Pratt  was  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil  war, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Fisher.  He  later  became  a  merchant. 
The  Pratts  are  descended  from  Solomon  Pratt,  who  was  born  at  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Annie  Laurie  (Shepard)  Pratt,  mother  of  Edward  S.  Pratt, 
was  born  October  25,  1871,  in  Onslow  county,  North  Carolina,  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Annie  Laurie  (Norman)  Shepard.  Andrew  Shepard  was 
born  at  the  old  homestead  in  Onslow  county,  and  died  there.  He  was  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  substantial  North  Carolina  families  long  established 
in  that  domain,  was  a  slave  owner  and  farmer,  and  was  postmaster  at 
Verona,  North  Carolina,  for  a  number  of  years.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  fought  for  the  cause  of  the  South.  His  wife  was  born  and  died  in 
Onslow  county. 

Edward  S.  Pratt  was  reared  through  young  manhood  in  Norfolk,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  graduated  from  high  school  there  in  1918.  He  then  attended 
William  and  Mary  College,  where,  during  the  World  war,  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Student  Officers  Training  Corps.  After  completing  his  studies, 
he  became  associated  with  the  Tide  Water  Oil  Company  of  New  York, 
and  for  three  years  was  in  charge  of  buying  and  advertising.  He  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Henry  L.  Doherty  &  Company  as  a  salesman,  and 
subsequently  was  transferred  to  their  Buffalo  branch  office  as  manager. 
Mr.  Pratt  remained  with  this  concern  for  three  and  a  half  years,  and 
was  then  connected  with  Hitt,  Farrell  &  Company,  members  of  the  New 
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York  Stock  Exchange,  in  their  Buffalo  branch  for  two  years.  In  July, 
1929,  he  assumed  his  present  position,  as  district  manager  at  Buffalo  for 
the  Intercoast  Sales  Corporation,  a  subsidiary  of  the  Transamerica  Cor¬ 
poration,  which  is  considered  the  largest  bank  holding  company  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Pratt  is  a  rpublican  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Meadowbrook  Golf 
and  Country  Club,  the  Graduates  Association,  in  which  he  is  a  member 
of  the  board  of  governors,  the  Bond  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Theta  Delta 
Chi  college  fraternity. 

On  September  1,  1928,  in  Buffalo,  Edward  S.  Pratt  was  married  to 
Miss  Frances  Mary  Bacon,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of 
Edwin  P.  and  Frances  (Green)  Bacon,  the  father  an  architect  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Bacon  &  Lurkey.  Mrs.  Pratt  was  educated 
in  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  at  Miss  Hills’  School  of  Greenwich,  Con¬ 
necticut.  She  is  now  a  member  of  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  Graduates  Association  of  Buffalo  Seminary.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pratt  have  become  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Jane  Anne  Pratt, 
who  was  born  July  16,  1929. 


ARTHUR  E.  SULLIVAN 

In  road  contracting  work  in  Buffalo,  Arthur  E.  Sullivan  holds  an 
important  position  as  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Iroquois  Con¬ 
tracting  Company,  the  offices  of  which  are  at  406  Prudential  building. 
He  organized  this  company  in  1924,  and  under  his  skillful  guidance  it 
has  been  uncommonly  successful.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  December  27,  1888,  and  his  parents 
were  the  late  Eugene  and  Mary  (Lyons)  Sullivan,  both  of  whom  were  born 
at  Dunkirk,  New  York,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  the  former  on  January  9, 
1895,  and  the  latter  on  June  7,  1911.  He  was  associated  with  the  Erie 
Railroad  at  Buffalo,  and  was  a  member  of  St.  Bridget’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Arthur  E.  Sullivan  completed  his  public  school  education  by  gradua¬ 
tion  from  high  school  in  1908,  then  took  a  course  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton 
Business  College.  He  became  associated  with  the  John  F.  Burke  Company 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  as  timekeeper  and  paymaster,  and  from 
1911  to  1914  was  a  clerk  in  the  New  York  general  assembly.  In  1914 
he  entered  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  for  himself  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  continued  with  success  until  1924,  when  he  organized  the 
Iroquois  Contracting  Company,  of  which  he  became  vice  president  and 
treasurer,  and  is  now  president  and  general  manager.  In  political  affairs, 
Mr.  Sullivan  pursues  an  independent  course.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Blessed  Trinity  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
and  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  During  the  period  of  the  United 
States’  participation  in  the  World  war,  he  took  a  patriotic  part  in  local 
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war  movements,  and  was  active  in  Red  Cross  drives.  In  recreational 
diversions,  Mr.  Sullivan  finds  his  keenest  pleasure  in  fishing,  hunting  and 
touring. 

On  September  18,  1918,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Mary  Ambruster,  who  was  born  here,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Will)  Ambruster,  who  were  born  in  Germany  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  where  the  father  was  a  retail  shoe  merchant.  Mrs.  Sullivan 
graduated  from  high  school  in  Buffalo,  and  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Blessed  Trinity  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Two  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan,  namely:  Jean  Marie,  whose  natal  day  was 
September  8,  1921,  and  Arthur  E.  Jr.,  whose  birth  occurred  January  9, 
1924.  The  Sullivan  family  residence  is  at  211  Jewett  avenue,  Buffalo. 


J.  LEROY  SUTTON 

J.  Leroy  Sutton,  who  occupies  a  place  among  the  younger  group  of 
business  men,  is  engaged  in  the  investment  securities  business  in  Buffalo 
and  also  in  the  management  of  the  Sutton  estate,  and  is  active  in  club  and 
social  circles.  He  was  born  in  this  city  April  23,  1899,  a  son  of  Edwin  C. 
and  Zetta  (Hoover)  Sutton.  The  father  was  born  at  Horseheads,  New 
York,  October  1,  1872,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  December  5,  1929.  He  was  a 
son  of  Michael  and  Fannie  Jane  (Clark)  Sutton,  both  of  whom  were  na¬ 
tives  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  are  now  deceased.  Michael  Sutton  was 
first  a  gardener  by  occupation,  then  a  retail  confectioner.  Edwin  C. 
Sutton  and  his  brother,  Louis  H.  Sutton,  were  the  owners  of  Wheat’s  Ice 
Cream  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  he  was  also  active  in  many  other  organi¬ 
zations.  He  was  a  staunch  republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church.  Zetta  (Hoover)  Sutton  was  born  in  Wooster,  Ohio, 
December  12,  1872,  and  now  resides  at  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Sylvia  (Cole)  Hoover,  now  deceased,  who  were  native  Ohians. 
The  father  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  and  his  death  occurred  soon 
after  the  close  of  hostilities. 

J.  Leroy  Sutton  is  one  of  five  children  who  were  born  to  his  parents, 
the  others  being  Hoover  C.,  of  Buffalo;  E.  Hallie,  of  Saranac  Lake,  New 
York;  Howard  L.,  of  Buffalo;  and  Edna,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  W.  Bray, 
of  Buffalo. 

J.  Leroy  Sutton  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  of  Buffalo 
with  the  class  of  1917  and  then  became  associated  with  Wheat’s  Ice  Cream 
Company.  He  had  first  worked  for  this  company,  of  which  his  father  was 
one  of  the  owners,  when  twelve  years  of  age,  spending  his  summer  vaca¬ 
tions  in  this  manner,  and  doing  whatever  he  could  to  master  the  business. 
He  became  an  accountant  in  the  office  when  he  had  completed  high  school 
and  so  remained  for  eighteen  months.  He  then  spent  one  year  in  the 
Akron,  New  York  office  of  the  company,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Buffalo,  and  was  employed  as  a  member  of  the  sales  force  for  five  years. 
For  a  year  he  was  assistant  sales  manager,  and  then  sales  manager  until 
June,  1929,  when  he  left  the  organization  and  became  associated  with  his 
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father  in  the  investment  and  securities  business.  He  is  now  engaged  also 
in  the  management  of  his  father’s  estate;  is  a  director  of  Fort  Schuyler 
Farms,  Incorporated;  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Daigler  Sand 
&  Gravel  Company  of  Buffalo;  a  director  of  the  Kadee  Petroleum  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo,  and  a  director  in  the  Chippewa  Credit  Corporation. 

Mr.  Sutton  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Ahd  Bedoo 
Club  (past  president),  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Trap  and  Field 
Club,  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  Silver  Lake  Golf  Club  and  Izaak  Walton 
League  of  America.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  with  membership  in 
Erie  Lodge,  No.  161,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Summit  Chapter,  No.  307,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Keystone  Council,  No.  20,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  the  Knights  Templar  Commandery, 
Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  Royal  Order 
of  Jesters,  Buffalo  Court,  No.  22,  Zulieka  Grotto.  He  is  second  lieutenant 
of  the  Shrine  patrol.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican,  and  he  finds  his 
diversions  principally  in  hunting.  He  is  a  devotee  of  big  game  hunting, 
and  a  collector  of  trophies,  one  of  which,  a  large  moosehead,  hangs  upon 
the  wall  of  his  office. 


RICHARD  S.  GRAHAM 

Closely  applying  himself  to  the  work  in  hand,  Richard  S.  Graham  has 
made  substantial  progress  since  he  entered  the  field  of  finance  and  is  now 
serving  as  manager  of  the  bond  department  of  the  M  &  T  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  December  27, 
1879,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  J.  and  Honora  (Hanrahan)  Graham,  the  lat¬ 
ter  a  native  of  Belle  Isle,  Canada,  and  the  daughter  of  a  captain  in  the 
British  Army.  Joseph  J.  Graham  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where 
he  pursued  his  law  studies,  and  practiced  for  a  time  in  that  city.  In 
1878  he  crossed  the  ocean  on  a  ship  bound  for  Canada  and  in  St.  Johns, 
Newfoundland,  was  married  to  Miss  Honora  Hanrahan.  They  estab¬ 
lished  their  home  in  Rochester,  New  York,  where  Mr.  Graham  followed 
his  profession  until  his  death  in  1881.  Of  the  four  children  in  his  fam¬ 
ily  two  are  now  deceased. 

Richard  S.  Graham  was  a  pupil  in  the  grammar  and  high  schools  of 
his  native  city  and  also  completed  a  course  in  one  of  its  business  colleges. 
Following  his  graduation  he  secured  a  position  in  the  traffic  department 
of  the  Erie  Railroad,  working  first  in  Rochester  and  subsequently  in 
Buffalo  and  Chicago.  He  spent  ten  years  with  the  road,  after  which  he 
was  identified  with  the  passenger  department  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific  Railroad  in  the  cities  of  Chicago,  New  York  and  Buffalo,  and 
rose  to  the  responsible  position  of  division  passenger  agent.  Transporta¬ 
tion  affairs  claimed  his  attention  until  1917,  when  he  was  attracted  to 
the  field  of  finance,  and  for  three  years  was  employed  in  the  Buffalo  branch 
of  the  National  City  Company  of  New  York.  In  1920  he  entered  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  the  Fidelity  Trust  Company,  which  was  later  absorbed  by  the  M 
&  T  Trust  Company,  and  at  first  he  acted  as  assistant  manager  of  the 
investment  department.  His  next  upward  step  made  him  assistant  sec- 
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retary  and  he  now  devotes  his  energies  to  the  management  of  the  bond 
department.  Thoroughly  conversant  with  the  intricate  details  of  invest¬ 
ment  banking  and  other  phases  of  modern  finance,  he  is  successfully  direct¬ 
ing  the  interests  entrusted  to  his  charge  and  is  also  identified  with  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  of  the  city  as  a  director  of  the  Federal  Portland  Cement  Com¬ 
pany. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1904,  Mr.  Graham  was  married  to  Miss  Enid 
Kislingbury,  a  native  of  Rochester  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Kislingbury,  both  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  have  two  sons,  of 
whom  the  elder,  Richard  Sinclair,  was  born  September  7,  1905.  After 
completing  a  course  in  the  Lafayette  high  school  he  attended  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1925.  He  belongs  to  the  Yale  Club 
and  is  now  in  the  employ  of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy.  Stuart,  the 
younger  son,  was  born  February  11,  1914,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Bennett 
high  school  of  this  city  and  will  enter  Hobart  College  in  the  fall. 

Mr.  Graham  has  membership  in  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Erie 
Downs  Golf  &  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Ancient  Land¬ 
marks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  His  deep  interest  in  the  city’s  development  and  prosperity 
prompts  his  systematic  efforts  in  its  behalf  and  the  qualities  to  which 
he  owes  his  advancement  have  established  him  high  in  public  regard. 


JAMES  H.  ROBINSON 

Although  a  native  of  Canada,  James  H.  Robinson  has  spent  practically 
his  entire  life  in  the  United  States  and  his  even  paced  energy,  combined 
with  his  well  developed  powers,  has  placed  him  with  Buffalo’s  prominent 
furriers  and  successful  young  business  men.  He  was  born  in  Ottawa, 
Ontario,  April  15,  1903,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  Nathaniel  and  Cordelia 
(Penault)  Robinson.  Of  Scotch  lineage  in  the  paternal  line,  he  traces 
his  ancestry  back  to  Charles  Robinson,  who  left  his  home  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  in  1797  in  quest  of  fortune  in  the  new  world,  settling  in  Canada, 
where  he  purchased  land.  He  became  a  prosperous  agriculturist  and  also 
fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  grandson,  Joseph  Robinson,  was  born  in 
Mascouche,  Quebec,  July  27,  1841,  and  died  May  22,  1905.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  conservative  party  and  exerted  considerable  influence  in 
politics.  His  wife,  Cesarine  (Bordeaux)  Robinson,  was  born  in  La 
Prairie,  Quebec,  September  28,  1839,  and  passed  away  July  11,  1920. 
Their  son,  Henry  Nathaniel  Robinson,  was  born  in  Champlain,  New  York, 
September  10,  1872,  and  his  demise  occurred  in  1905  at  Ottawa,  the  capi¬ 
tal  city  of  Canada,  where  he  had  conducted  business  as  a  furrier  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  a  member  of  the  conservative  party.  His  widow,  whose  early  ances¬ 
tors  lived  in  France,  was  born  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  and  now  makes 
her  home  in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Penault,  and  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Albert  Penault,  who  was  a  native  of  Montreal,  Canada.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Robinson  gave  his  attention  to  mercantile  affairs  and  was 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


89 


engaged  in  business  in  Connecticut  for  several  years.  He  was  born  on 
Christmas  day  of  1846  and  departed  this  life  April  5,  1895.  His  wife, 
Adeline  (Daniel)  Penault,  was  born  October  15,  1848,  and  passed  away 
in  Montreal,  May  10,  1906. 

Her  grandson,  James  H.  Robinson,  left  Ottawa  when  very  young  and 
persued  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  until  his  graduation 
from  high  school  in  1920,  after  which  he  attended  the  University  of  Buf¬ 
falo.  For  some  time  he  was  employed  as  a  traveling  salesman,  represent¬ 
ing  various  concerns.  Then  he  joined  his  mother  in  the  fur  business 
at  327  East  Utica  street,  where  they  operated  under  the  style  of 
C.  Robinson  &  Son.  They  continued  at  that  address  until  1926,  when 
more  desirable  quarters  were  secured  at  9  West  Chippewa  street,  but  a 
year  later  removal  was  made  to  the  present  location  at  403  Delaware 
avenue,  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Robinson  has  engaged  in  business  under 
his  own  name.  He  handles  everything  in  the  line  of  furs  and  as  a  manu¬ 
facturer  and  retailer  he  is  closely  identified  with  the  trade.  With  an 
inherent  love  of  the  work,  he  has  steadily  progressed,  wisely  and  care¬ 
fully  managing  the  business  and  establishing  it  upon  a  profitable  basis. 

Mr.  Robinson  resides  at  2890  Bailey  avenue,  Buffalo.  He  spent  some 
time  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  where  he  attended  the  Citizens  Military 
Training  School.  He  has  membership  in  St.  James  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
in  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Lions  Club.  He  casts  his  ballot  for 
the  candidates  of  the  democratic  party  but  is  not  active  in  politics,  feel¬ 
ing  that  his  business  requires  his  undivided  attention,  and  when  the 
opportunity  offers  he  finds  recreation  in  basketball  and  boxing.  In  the 
conduct  of  his  commercial  interests  he  is  enterprising  and  farsighted, 
alert  to  the  latest  developments  in  his  particular  field,  and  although  young 
in  years,  he  has  already  become  a  forceful  and  prominent  factor  in  the 
local  fur  trade. 


JUDGE  PATRICK  J.  KEELER 

One  of  the  honored  jurists  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  Judge  Patrick 
J.  Keeler,  associate  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Buffalo.  Three  times  he 
has  been  elected  to  this  important  position,  the  last  time  in  the  fall  of 
1929,  when  he  was  again  chosen  by  the  voters  for  a  term  of  ten  years. 
He  has  discharged  the  responsible  duties  of  his  office  with  rare  ability, 
eminent  fairness,  and  sound  decision.  Judge  Keeler  was  born  at  Mendon 
Center,  Monroe  county,  New  York,  May  10,  1876,  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Mary  Jane  (McGrath)  Keeler. 

When  Judge  Keeler  was  less  than  two  years  of  age,  his  parents  moved 
westward,  and  at  Conception,  Missouri,  he  attended  Conception  College. 
In  1900  he  came  to  Buffalo,  as  an  employee  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad,  and  in  the  following  year  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1903.  In  this 
institution  he  won  the  Daniels  thesis  prize.  Judge  Keeler  made  notable 
progress  in  his  chosen  profession  and  has  been  rewarded  three  times  by 
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election  to  the  bench  of  the  city  court.  He  has  always  taken  a  spirited 
part  in  civic  and  public  affairs,  and  for  twenty  years  has  been  much  in 
demand  as  a  speaker  on  different  occasions.  He  has  been  interested  in 
athletic  matters  and  for  many  years  served  as  an  official  in  various  athletic 
meets  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar 
Association,  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
of  Elks,  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

In  1903  Judge  Keeler  joined  the  old  Sixty-fifth  Regiment,  New  York 
National  Guard,  and  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  captain  ere  he  retired  from 
military  activities  in  1919.  During  the  World  war,  he  served  in  France 
as  a  captain  in  command  of  a  battery  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Field 
Artillery.  On  the  Mexican  border  campaign  in  1916,  he  was  in  command 
of  B  Battery,  Third  New  York  Field  Artillery. 

On  September  28,  1904,  Judge  Keeler  was  married  to  Beatrice  Mc- 
Kenny,  of  Darlington,  Missouri,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
as  follows:  John  Kieran,  Mary  Kathleen,  Paul  James  and  William  Joseph. 
The  family  residence  is  at  144  Hedley  place,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo. 


SAMUEL  JOHN  DICKEY 

On  November  5,  1929,  the  voters  of  Buffalo  expressed  their  approval 
of  the  legal  talent  and  citizenship  of  Samuel  J.  Dickey  by  electing  him 
to  the  office  of  city  judge.  From  1922  to  1928,  he  had  served  as  assist¬ 
ant  United  States  attorney  under  Colonel  Donovan,  and  during  that  time 
earned  a  well-merited  reputation  as  an  able  and  efficient  attorney,  and  as 
one  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  responsible  duties  of  the  judgeship. 
Samuel  J.  Dickey  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  occurred  October 
14,  1895,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Alice  Margaret  (McClure)  Dickey. 

His  father  was  born  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Adam  and  Margaret 
Dickey,  the  former  having  been  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland.  Adam 
Dickey,  the  younger,  spent  his  youth  near  Ashtabula,  and  for  a  few  years 
was  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes.  He  was  also  connected  with  the  life¬ 
saving  station  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  was  afterward  a  member  of 
the  city  police  force  as  a  captain  on  a  police  boat.  He  was  a  detective 
sergeant  at  one  time,  and  had  a  career  filled  with  colorful  adventure  and 
experience.  Alice  Margaret  McClure,  the  mother  of  Samuel  J.  Dickey,, 
was  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Alice  McClure,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Scotland  and  there  married.  To  Adam  and  Alice  Margaret  (Mc¬ 
Clure)  Dickey  there  were  born  three  children,  namely:  Samuel  J.,  How¬ 
ard  W.,  and  Alice  M. 

Judge  Dickey  received  his  common  school  education  in  Buffalo,  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  received  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1918.  He  immediately  began  practice  in 
this  city,  and  met  with  notable  success  from  the  start.  In  1922  he  was 
chosen  assistant  United  States  attorney,  served  six  years,  and  in  1929 
was  elected  a  city  judge.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Buffalo  Consistory  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and 
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he  also  has  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Judge  Dickey  was  married  to  Edna  Elizabeth  Frank,  a  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Lydia  (Reinig)  Frank,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  they 
have  two  children:  Adam  Howard  and  Virginia  Edna.  The  family  res¬ 
idence  is  at  205  Riley  street. 


CORDEN  T.  HACKETT 

The  reputation  of  Corden  T.  Hackett  in  his  home  community  is  well 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  city  judge 
of  Tonawanda,  his  first  election  in  1923  having  given  him  one  of  the 
largest  votes  ever  accorded  a  candidate  for  office  in  Tonawanda  until 
that  time.  At  his  second  election  in  1927  he  was  the  candidate  of  both 
the  republican  and  the  democratic  parties.  He  is  vitally  interested  in  all 
civic  affairs  of  his  city,  and  in  social  and  fraternal  circles  has  always 
taken  a  commendable  part. 

Corden  T.  Hackett  was  born  at  Utica,  New  York,  July  21,  1884,  and 
is  a  son  of  Lansing  Hall  and  Mary  E.  (Ballou)  Hackett.  The  father, 
who  is  now  deceased,  was  a  son  of  Corden  Hackett,  who  was  a  prominent 
citizen  and  business  man  of  Utica,  New  York.  The  former  graduated 
from  Hamilton  College,  and  was  an  attorney  by  profession.  His  wife 
was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Utica  prior  to  her  marriage,  and 
after  the  demise  of  her  husband  she  resumed  teaching  in  the  schools  of 
Tonawanda,  New  York,  and  so  continued  for  nearly  thirty  years,  part  of 
the  time  having  been  principal.  She  has  now  attained  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years  (1930),  and  resides  with  her  daughter,  Etta  M.  H.  Hackett,  in 
Buffalo. 

Corden  T.  Hackett  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Tonawanda, 
after  which  he  attended  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  from  that  institu¬ 
tion  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  June  1,  1906.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  13th  following  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  at 
Rochester,  and  since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  the  general  practice 
of  the  law  in  Buffalo  and  the  Tonawandas.  For  a  number  of  years,  he 
was  a  member  of  and  also  secretary  of  the  civil  service  commission  of  the 
city  of  Tonawanda.  He  was  nominated  by  the  republican  party  for  the 
position  of  city  judge  of  Tonawanda,  and  at  the  general  election  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1923,  he  was  endorsed  by  one  of  the  largest  votes  ever  given  a  candi¬ 
date  for  office  in  Tonawanda  to  that  time.  He  served  his  first  term  from 
January  1,  1924,  to  January  1,  1928,  and  was  reelected  for  a  second  term 
as  the  candidate  of  both  the  republican  and  the  democratic  parties,  his 
present  incumbency  to  continue  until  January  1,  1932. 

During  the  World  war,  Mr.  Hackett  was  a  sergeant  in  Company  D, 
of  the  One  Hundred  Ninety-sixth  Home  Defense  Reserve  of  Tonawanda. 
He  was  also  chairman  of  the  Four-Minute  men  of  the  Tonawandas,  and 
did  a  large  amount  of  public  speaking  during  the  Liberty  Loan  drives 
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and  other  wartime  activities.  He  is  a  member,  past  president  and  past 
trustee  of  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  the  Tonawandas;  a  member  of  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Niagara  Hose  Company;  and 
he  is  now  first  vice  president  of  the  Western  New  York  Volunteer  Fire¬ 
men’s  Association. 

On  July  19,  1910,  Mr.  Hackett  was  married  to  Miss  Violet  Hazel  Heerdt 
of  Tonawanda,  New  York,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  twin 
daughters,  Jane  Heerdt  and  Ann  Ballou,  who  were  born  February  22, 
1916.  The  Hackett  residence  is  located  at  81  Elmwood  park  in  Tona¬ 
wanda,  and  Mr.  Hackett’s  offices  are  situated  at  39  Main  street. 


FREDERICK  VIETOR 

Frederick  Vietor,  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  investment  security 
circles  of  western  New  York,  has  been  for  nearly  twenty  years  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  that  line  of  business  activity  in  Buffalo.  On  Octo¬ 
ber  15,  1914,  he  organized  the  well  known  firm  of  Vietor,  Common  &  Co., 
and  as  the  head  of  this  firm  since  its  inception  has  been  no  small  factor  in 
its  advancement  to  the  foremost  position  it  occupies  among  Buffalo’s  in¬ 
vestment  security  houses.  This  firm  is  correspondent  of  Lee,  Higginson 
&  Company  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Vietor  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  November  8,  1884, 
a  son  of  Frederick  Martin  and  Helen  (Abrassard)  Vietor.  Frederick  M. 
Vietor  was  born  in  Germany,  April  12,  1847,  and  died  March  23,  1927,  at 
Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  the  owner  of  a  flour  mill.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Lawrence  and  a  promi¬ 
nent  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  Sunday  school,  of  which  he  was  superintendent  for  the 
extraordinary  period  of  fifty  years.  His  wife  was  born  in  Germany,  Jan¬ 
uary  16,  1848,  was  reared  in  France  and  England,  and  died  in  Lawrence, 
Massachusetts,  in  January,  1914. 

Frederick  Vietor  was  reared  in  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  graduated 
from  high  school  in  that  city  in  1904  and  then  entered  Dartmouth  Col¬ 
lege  of  Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  from  which  institution  he  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1908.  He  began 
his  business  career  with  the  National  City  Bank  in  New  York  city  and 
worked  in  various  departments  until  1909,  when  he  became  connected 
with  Lee,  Higginson  &  Company  of  New  York  city,  investment  bankers, 
as  a  salesman.  He  remained  with  this  house  for  one  year.  In  1912  Mr. 
Vietor  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was  associated  for  an  interval  with 
George  R.  Teller  in  the  investment  securities  business.  He  then  organ¬ 
ized  the  firm  of  Vietor,  Common  &  Co.  Mr.  Vietor  has  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  among  financial  interests  and  investors  throughput  western  New 
York  and  enjoys  a  high  standing  in  his  field  of  activity.  Among  his  other 
business  interests  he  is  a  director  of  the  Harrison  Real  Estate  Corpora- 
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tion  and  affiliated  companies.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  National  Dis¬ 
tributors  Corporation  of  New  York  city.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange,  and  is  now  vice  president  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  governors  of  that  organization. 

On  November  25,  1912,  at  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Vietor  was 
married  to  Miss  Helen  Colby,  who  was  born  in  that  city,  a  daughter  of 
Arthur  E.  and  Florence  (Atwood)  Colby,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vietor  have  one  son,  Frederick  Martin  Vietor,  born  April 
17,  1918,  and  now  a  student  in  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Vietor’s 
residence  is  at  26  Soldiers  place. 

Politically  Mr.  Vietor  is  a  republican.  He  attends  the  services  of 
Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo  and  he  belongs  to  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Niagara 
Falls  Country  Club,  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Delta  Tau 
Delta  collegiate  fraternity.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  at  the  head 
of  various  committees  in  the  interest  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives.  During 
the  period  of  his  residence  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Vietor  has  become  established 
in  a  most  favorable  position,  not  only  in  the  financial  circles  of  the  city, 
but  in  club  and  social  affairs,  and  is  accorded  a  most  creditable  position 
among  Buffalo’s  best  citizens. 


WILLIAM  HENRICH 

In  the  early  part  of  the  fourth  decade  of  the  last  century,  William 
Henrich  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  from  Germany,  a  child  of  five  years 
in  company  with  his  parents.  In  this  city  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and 
here  he  established  and  developed  a  business  that  ranked  among  the  fore¬ 
most  of  its  kind  in  western  New  York.  He  was  born  at  Roxheim,  Germ¬ 
any,  March  6,  1838,  and  after  his  arrival  in  Buffalo  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  William  Henrich  became  one  of  the  most  valued  citizens  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  was  active  in  many  and  diverse  affairs.  He 
took  an  extraordinary  interest  in  politics,  and  in  the  ’70s  was  superin¬ 
tendent  of  buildings  for  two  terms  of  two  years  each.  He  served  in  the 
Seventy-fourth  Infantry  of  the  New  York  National  Guard  during  the 
Civil  war. 

The  business,  which  is  now  known  widely  as  William  Henrich’s  Sons 
Company  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was  established  by  William  Henrich, 
who  learned  the  carpenter  trade  in  his  youth  and  followed  this  occupa¬ 
tion  until  1866,  when  he  began  contracting.  In  1887  he  erected  the  present 
mill  at  193  Spring  street,  one  of  the  most  modern  structures  of  its  type 
in  western  New  York.  Unfortunately,  however,  Mr.  Henrich  died  Novem¬ 
ber  15,  1888,  about  eighteen  months  after  the  completion  of  this  mill. 
The  work  was  carried  on  and  developed  by  his  son  John  W.  who  later 
associated  with  him  William  L.  and  Frederick  Henrich.  The  company 
was  incorporated  January  25,  1911.  The  present  officers  are  Frederick 
Henrich,  president;  William  L.  Henrich,  vice  president  and  treasurer; 
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and  George  H.  Pearce,  secretary.  The  property  of  the  company  extends 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet  on  the  east  side  of  Spring  street,  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  feet  frontage  on  the  west  side  of  Spring  street, 
all  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  deep.  A  yard  with  railroad  facilities 
is  rented  on  Eagle  street  near  Fillmore.  The  Henrich  Panel  Company,  a 
subsidiary  organization,  was  incorporated  in  May,  1923,  and  has  the  same 
officers.  William  Henrich’s  Sons  Company  do  high  class  carpenter  and 
cabinet  work,  and  also  retail  lumber,  their  speciality,  however,  being  the 
furnishing  of  all  kinds  of  woodwork  for  buildings  and  residences,  churches 
and  clubs.  Installations  from  this  representative  company  are  present  in 
many  of  the  finest  buildings  and  homes  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  and  the  quality  and  artistic  beauty  of  the  creations  of  this  com¬ 
pany  are  the  best  advertisements  of  the  organization. 

William  Henrich  married  Anna  Maria  Sohl,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  with  her  parents  when  she  was  six  years  of 
age.  Eight  children  were  born  to  this  marriage.  John  W.  Henrich,  the 
eldest,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  25,  1862,  was  for  many  years  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  William  Henrich’s  Sons  Company,  and  held  the  office  until  his 
death,  February  14,  1927.  He  married  Margarethe  Kahler,  a  native  of 
Philadelphia,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  F.  A.  Kahler,  D.  D.,  LL.  D., 
who  served  as  pastor  of  the  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  of  Buffalo  for  forty-six  years.  Nine  children  were  born  to 
John  W.  and  Margarethe  Henrich,  namely:  Margaret,  a  graduate  of  Vas¬ 
sal" ;  John  W.,  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University;  Frederick;  Annette 
a  graduate  of  National  College  of  Education;  Janet;  Louise;  Mary;  Wil¬ 
liam  ;  and  Charles.  John  W.  Henrich  was  a  member  of  the  Park  Club, 
the  Cherry  Hill  Golf  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Rotary  Club,  and  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  serving  as  financial  secretary  of 
St.  John’s  Orphans  Home,  and  was  on  the  church,  council  of  Holy  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church. 

Louise  Henrich,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  April  14,  1865,  and  died  June  2,  1919. 

William  L.  Henrich,  the  third  child,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  14, 
1867,  and  has  been  associated  with  his  father’s  business  all  of  his  life  with 
the  exception  of  five  years  spent  in  the  real  estate  field.  He  is  now  vice 
president  and  treasurer  of  William  Henrich’s  Sons  Company.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  7,  1892,  he  married  Theresa  M.  Ting,  a  native  of  Buffalo.  He  is 
prominent  in  Masonry,  having  membership  in  Parish  Lodge,  No.  292 ; 
Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71;  Buffalo  Council,  No.  i7 ;  Lake  Erie  Command- 
ery,  No.  20;  Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  the  Grotto.  He  likewise  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Equality 
Club  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  (charter  member),  the 
Buffalo  Lawn  Bowling  Club,  the  Hoo-Hoo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  He  served  as  the  first  president  and  is 
still  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Atonement, 
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which  celebrated  its  thirty-fifth  anniversary  in  1930.  For  fifteen  years, 
Mr.  Henrich  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Lutheran  Church  Home  for  the 
Aged  and  Infirm,  and  has  been  active  in  its  interest  since  it  was  started 
thirty-three  years  ago.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  Northeastern 
Retail  Lumbermen’s  Association,  and  he  is  now  vice  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Sash  and  Door  Corporation. 

Frederick  Henrich,  the  fourth  of  the  family,  and  president  of  William 
Henrich’s  Sons  Company,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  2,  1869.  He  attended 
the  public  schools,  then  entered  his  father’s  business,  and  with  this  work 
he  has  been  associated  since.  He  is  prominent  in  civic  affairs  and  in 
church  work,  having  served  for  eight  years  on  the  executive  board  of  the 
United  Lutheran  Church  of  America,  and  is  now  president  of  the  church 
council  of  Holy  Trinity  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
Lakeland  Lodge,  No.  952 ;  Buffalo  Consistory ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association.  Mr.  Henrich  was  married  in  1896  to  Caroline 
Noeltner,  who  died  in  1910.  He  was  married  November  6,  1913,  to  Emma 
Breitwieser,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  Henry  Breit- 
wieser,  who  was  a  prominent  tobacco  merchant  here  for  many  years.  By 
his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Henrich  had  three  children,  namely:  Marie,  who 
graduated  from  Columbia  College,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  Hutchinson 
high  school  of  Buffalo;  Grace,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Howard  Johnson  of  Albany,  New  York,  July  5,  1930;  and  Carol,  also 
a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  and  now  the  wife  of  Robert  Schuetz 
of  Jackson  Heights,  Long  Island,  whom  she  married  May  10,  1930. 

Mary  Henrich,  the  fifth  child  of  William  Henrich,  was  born  March 
31,  1872,  and  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  F.  Seitz  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  chief 
accountant  for  Otto  Ulbrich  Company.  They  have  had  two  children, 
namely:  Marian,  now  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Howard  Johnson 
of  New  York  city;  and  Elizabeth,  a  graduate  of  the  State  Teachers  College, 
and  a  teacher  in  the  Buffalo  high  school. 

Sixth  is  Emma  Henrich,  born  December  31,  1873,  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Stanley,  who  represents  the  Mutual  Benefit  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey.  They  have  two  children,  Ada  Kenyon,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  of  the  Prince  School  of  Boston;  and 
William  Henrich,  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University. 

Edward  G.  Henrich,  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  7,  1876,  and  died  January  27,  1930.  After  graduating  from  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  he  followed  his  profession,  archi¬ 
tecture,  in  Boston,  Seattle  and  Los  Angeles,  returning  in  1905  to  open 
an  office,  as  an  architect,  in  Buffalo.  After  1918  he  was  associated  with 
William  Henrich’s  Sons  Company  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  vice 
president.  He  married  Lauretta  Reeb,  a  daughter  of  M.  A.  Reeb,  who 
was  a  dealer  in  building  supplies  and  is  now  retired.  Their  two  children 
are  Laura  Jane  and  Richard  Edward. 

Louis  Richard  Henrich,  the  eighth  child,  was  born  June  12,  1878,  and 
died  October  28,  1927.  He  too  was  a  graduate  of  Massachusetts  Institute 
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of  Technology,  and  of  him,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  Boston  Trans¬ 
cript  said,  “The  profession  of  architecture  loses  a  designer  whose  keen 
appreciation  of  beauty,  and  devotion  to  his  art  has  enriched  and  made 
noble  many  buildings  scattered  up  and  down  the  eastern  part  of  this 
country.”  The  Lincoln  Memorial  at  Gettysburg,  done  soon  after  receiving 
his  degree  of  Master  of  Science,  a  large  part  of  Tower  Court  and  Claflin 
Hall  at  Wellesley  College,  many  buildings  of  the  Berry  School  at  Rome, 
Georgia,  the  Chapel  at  Bates  College,  Maine,  and  the  recently  completed 
Wesley  Methodist  Church  at  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  are  a  few  of 
the  structures  which  attest  his  skill.  He  was  a  resident  of  Auburndale, 
Massachusetts,  and  married  Mary  Johnston  of  Boston.  Six  children  were 
born  to  them,  as  follows:  William,  a  graduate  of  Harvard;  Ruth;  Louis, 
a  Harvard  graduate;  Elizabeth;  Miriam;  and  Paul. 

The  family  from  which  William  Henrich  and  his  father  came  is  an 
old  one  in  the  Fatherland  where  the  home  has  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  Henrichs  for  over  three  hundred  years. 


WILLIAM  ADOLF  RATHMANN 

Entering  upon  the  work  of  his  profession  when  a  young  man  of  twenty, 
William  Adolf  Rathmann  has  progressed  through  his  close  application 
and  well  developed  powers  and  is  now  rendering  important  service  to 
Buffalo  as  city  engineer.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  30,  1879,  a  son 
of  Henry  E.  Rathmann,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  a  member  of 
a  large  family,  all  of  whom  came  to  America,  arriving  in  this  country 
during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war.  While  in  the  fatherland  Henry  E. 
Rathmann  had  been  employed  as  a  machinist  and  in  Buffalo  he  secured 
work  at  his  trade,  which  he  continued  to  follow  for  several  years.  In 
1875  he  turned  his  attention  to  contracting  and  furthered  the  industrial 
development  of  the  city  by  the  erection  of  malt  houses  and  breweries, 
while  his  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity  were  utilized  in  inventing  machin¬ 
ery  for  brewing  and  the  manufacture  of  soap.  He  engaged  in  contracting 
until  1895,  when  he  retired  because  of  failing  health.  In  Buffalo  he  joined 
the  Masonic  order,  becoming  a  member  of  Erie  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
was  loyal  to  its  teachings.  While  conducting  an  old-fashioned  beer  garden 
on  Genesee  street  he  met  Miss  Sophia  Schneider,  then  a  young  woman  of 
about  twenty,  and  they  were  married  in  1865.  Mrs.  Rathmann  was  the 
daughter  of  a  German  schoolmaster,  who  died  when  she  was  very  young, 
and  during  her  girlhood  she  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her  mother  and 
stepfather.  The  demise  of  Henry  E.  Rathmann  occurred  in  1898,  when 
he  had  reached  the  sixty-sixth  milestone  on  life’s  journey,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  1906  at  the  same  age.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  John,  the  first  born,  met  an  accidental  death  when  a  boy  of 
twelve  years.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Hoddock,  the  proprietor  of 
an  art  store  in  Buffalo.  Louis  H.,  a  civil  engineer,  died  in  1916,  leaving 
a  widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Wilyoung)  Rathmann,  of  Buffalo,  and  a  son, 
Howard  K.,  now  a  prominent  artist  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Sophia 
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is  the  wife  of  Edward  Adolph,  a  retired  banker  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have 
two  children.  Emma  was  united  in  marriage  to  Dr.  Charles  Koester, 
of  Buffalo,  and  both  are  deceased.  Dora,  an  accountant,  is  living  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  Henry  E.,  who  married  Helen  Jarvis,  of  Buffalo,  is  now  concrete 
inspector  for  the  city.  Celia  became  the  wife  of  Norman  Shisler,  who 
since  1918  has  been  the  owner  of  the  business  operated  under  the  style 
of  the  Allen  Carpet  Cleaning  Company,  one  of  the  oldest  firms  of  the  kind 
in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Shisler  died  in  1918,  leaving  two  daughters,  Janet  and 
Doris,  both  in  school. 

William  A.  Rathmann,  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth,  attended  the  gram¬ 
mar  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo  and  obtained  his  start  in  life  as  a  mechan¬ 
ical  draftsman  for  0.  C.  Burdict,  continuing  in  his  employ  from  1899  until 
1903,  when  he  became  a  rodman  for  the  city  of  Buffalo.  His  accuracy, 
diligence  and  dependability  were  soon  recognized  and  step  by  step  he 
advanced,  becoming  assistant  engineer  January  1,  1912.  He  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  the  16th  of  January,  1930,  when  he  was  appointed  city 
engineer,  an  office  for  which  he  is  exceptionally  well  qualified  by  reason  of 
his  years  of  experience  in  this  department  and  his  familiarity  with  the 
needs  and  requirements  of  the  municipality.  With  a  clear  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  broad  scientific  principles  underlying  his  profession  as  well  as 
its  practical  phases,  he  finds  a  ready  and  correct  solution  for  the  difficult 
problems  which  are  constantly  arising  in  connection  with  his  work  and 
renders  to  his  city  the  services  of  an  expert. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1907,  Mr.  Rathmann  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Alice  Irene  Clement,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jennie  Clement.  Her 
father  was  here  engaged  in  the  meat  business  until  his  death  in  1901,  when 
forty-two  years  of  age,  and  the  mother  has  since  resided  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rathmann.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Washington 
Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. ;  Zuleika 
Grotto  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  in  Buffalo.  He  has 
membership  in  the  local  branch  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engi¬ 
neers  and  is  designer  and  engineer  for  the  Transit  Valley  Country  Club. 
He  is  also  a  director  of  this  organization,  which  has  erected  its  clubhouse 
on  Transit  road,  in  East  Amherst,  New  York,  fifteen  miles  from  Buffalo. 
Through  his  own  efforts  Mr.  Rathmann  has  risen  to  a  place  of  promin¬ 
ence  in  his  profession  and  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accom¬ 
plished. 


JOHN  L.  KIMBERLY 

The  investment  banking  house  of  Otis  &  Co.,  is  represented  in  Buffalo 
by  John  L.  Kimberly.  Born  in  this  city,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1893,  he  is 
a  son  of  Shepard  Kimberly,  a  grandson  of  John  L.  Kimberly,  and  a 
great-grandson  of  John  L.  Kimberly,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  this  city.  About  1850  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  the  Buffalo 
City  Bank  and  in  the  organization  of  the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank  he  took 
a  leading  part,  serving  as  one  of  its  directors  when  Millard  Fillmore 
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was  a  member  of  the  board.  Shepard  Kimberly,  who  has  always  resided 
in  this  city,  was  manager  of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  American  Agri¬ 
cultural  Chemical  Company  for  a  period  of  forty  years  and  is  now  retired. 
He  married  Charlotte  H.  Fiske,  also  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  three  children 
were  born  to  them:  Susan,  now  the  wife  of  William  C.  Warren,  Jr.; 
William  F.,  who  is  connected  with  Dexter  P.  Rumsey  &  Company,  Incor¬ 
porated,  a  real  estate  and  insurance  firm  of  Buffalo,  and  who  married  Miss 
Emily  Bosley,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Bosley,  of  this  city ;  and  John  L. 

John  L.  Kimberly  was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  of 
Buffalo  in  1912  and  continued  his  studies  in  Harvard  University,  which 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1916.  At  the  time 
of  the  uprising  in  Mexico  he  went  to  the  border  with  Company  I  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard  and  spent  nine  months  in  Texas.  Soon  after 
his  return  to  Buffalo  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  World  war,  becoming 
a  second  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  field  artillery,  and  was  ordered 
to  France.  He  saw  actual  service  on  the  Aisne-Marne  and  Meuse-Argonne 
fronts  and  remained  abroad  for  nineteen  months,  receiving  his  honorable 
discharge  February  1,  1919.  On  resuming  the  life  of  a  civilian  Mr.  Kim¬ 
berly  entered  the  establishment  of  the  Adam,  Meldrum  &  Anderson  Com¬ 
pany,  wholesale  and  retail  dry  goods  merchants  of  Buffalo,  and  was  elected 
vice  president  of  the  corporation,  also  acting  as  assistant  treasurer.  On 
the  1st  of  January,  1930,  he  resigned,  having  accepted  the  management 
of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  Otis  &  Co.,  operating  as  investment  bankers.  The 
company  offers  to  investors  a  diversified  list  of  securities  and  maintains 
its  offices  on  the  thirteenth  floor  of  the  Liberty  Bank  building. 

Mr.  Kimberly  was  married  March  27,  1917,  to  Miss  Grace  H.  Ramsdell, 
a  graduate  of  Miss  Porter’s  School  of  Farmington,  Connecticut.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  William  M.  Ramsdell,  formerly  the  publisher  of  the  Buffalo 
Express,  and  Margaret  (Adams)  Ramsdell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimberly  have 
three  children:  John  L.,  who  was  born  February  14,  1919,  and  is  the 
fourth  generation  of  the  family  to  bear  this  name;  William  Ramsdell, 
born  April  24,  1920;  and  Shepard  (II),  born  January  29,  1923. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kimberly  attend  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  she  is 
a  member  of  the  Garret  Club  and  the  Campanile  Club,  both  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Kimberly  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Saturn 
Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo,  which  made  him  its  presi¬ 
dent  in  1929,  and  the  Harvard  Club  of  New  York. 


HAROLD  ELLIS  TWEEDEN 

Harold  E.  Tweeden,  who  is  vice  president  and  eastern  manager  of  the 
Cargill  Grain  Company,  Incorporated,  with  offices  at  819  Chamber  of 
Commerce  building  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  com¬ 
munity  for  eight  years.  During  this  period  Mr.  Tweeden  has  established 
for  himself  a  business  reputation  of  high  merit,  and  has  taken  an  inter¬ 
ested  part  in  civic  and  club  affairs  of  Buffalo.  He  had  extensive  and 
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practical  experience  in  the  grain  business  before  assuming  the  important 
position  he  now  occupies,  and  his  success  may  be  attributed  to  his  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  as  well  as  to  his  business  acumen  and  progressive  poli¬ 
cies.  Moreover,  he  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  having  served  in  both 
France  and  Italy  in  the  Motor  Transport  Corps. 

Harold  E.  Tweeden  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  January  25, 
1894,  a  son  of  Jacob  S.  and  Minnie  E.  (Bushman)  Tweeden.  The  father 
was  born  at  Okauchee  Lake,  Wisconsin,  December  24,  1856,  and  died  at 
Milwaukee  January  12,  1918.  He  was  a  retail  clothier  in  the  latter  city, 
a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  father  was  Peter 
Tweeden,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation,  who  died  at 
Okauchee  Lake.  Minnie  E.  (Bushman)  Tweeden,  the  mother  of  Harold  E., 
was  born  at  South  Byron,  New  York,  March  1,  1859,  and  is  now  living  at 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Winslow  Jonathan  Bush¬ 
man,  born  at  South  Byron,  New  York,  a  retail  merchant,  whose  death 
occurred  at  Oconomowoc,  Wisconsin. 

The  education  of  Harold  E.  Tweeden  was  completed  by  his  graduation 
from  the  Milwaukee  high  school  in  1913.  He  then  became  associated 
with  the  firm  of  Fagg  &  Taylor,  grain  dealers,  until  1915,  then  became 
an  employee  of  the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Bournique,  as  elevator  superinten¬ 
dent  at  the  Hammond,  Indiana,  branch  of  the  company.  He  remained  in 
that  position  for  one  year,  then  in  the  autumn  of  1917  his  work  was 
interrupted  by  his  enlistment  in  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States. 
He  attended  the  officers  training  school  at  Jacksonville,  Florida,  and 
there  received  his  commission  as  second  lieutenant.  He  was  transferred 
to  Fort  Mason,  at  San  Francisco,  California,  and  in  the  summer  of  1918 
sailed  to  France  as  a  member  of  the  Motor  Transport  Corps.  After  the 
armistice,  he  served  in  Italy  as  a  member  of  the  same  unit,  then  returned 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Dix,  New 
Jersey,  in  June,  1919. 

Mr.  Tweeden  then  went  to  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  and  was  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  firm  of  Taylor  &  Bournique  until  December  1,  1922,  when 
he  came  to  Buffalo  with  the  same  firm,  and  remained  with  them  until 
June  1,  1923.  On  the  latter  date,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Cargill 
Grain  Company,  Incorporated,  as  their  Buffalo  manager,  and  subsequently 
became  vice  president  and  eastern  manager,  which  is  his  present  official 
status  with  this  organization. 

Mr.  Tweeden  is  a  republican,  is  a  member  of  the  Parkside  Lutheran 
Church  of  Buffalo,  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club;  the  Buffalo 
Canoe  Club;  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club;  Master  Builders’  Lodge,  No.  911, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  the  Buffalo  Consistory;  and  Ismailia  Temple 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Corn  Exchange 
and  has  been  a  director  of  that  organization  the  last  three  years,  and  the 
New  York  Produce  Exchange.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Flour  Club,  of 
which  he  was  president  for  the  year  1929,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Trans¬ 
portation  Club  and  Buffalo  Automobile  Club. 

On  July  2,  1928,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Harold  E.  Tweeden  and  Mrs.  Midge  R.  (Meyer)  Beanard,  a  native  of 
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Brookfield,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  a  daughter  of  Carl  and  Louise  Meyer, 
the  father  being  now  deceased,  while  the  mother  resides  at  Brookfield. 
Mrs.  Tweeden  is  a  graduate  of  the  Welland  high  school  of  Ontario,  and 
also  took  a  business  course  at  Buffalo.  Prior  to  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Tweeden,  she  was  engaged  as  a  stenographer  for  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Parkside  Lutheran  Church  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tweeden  have  one  son,  Harold  E.  Tweeden,  Jr.,  whose 
birth  occurred  October  22,  1929,  in  Buffalo,  and  they  reside  at  265 
Argonne  drive. 


ROBERT  E.  LOWTHER 

To  the  field  of  investment  banking  and  brokerage,  Robert  E.  Lowther 
brought  a  wealth  of  experience  gained  in  many  important  positions  and 
a  rare  skill  in  accountancy  and  knowledge  of  mining,  petroleum  and  finan¬ 
cial  matters,  all  of  which  has  made  inevitable  the  outstanding  success 
which  has  been  his  in  Buffalo,  where  his  offices  are  located  at  220  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue.  Mr.  Lowther  is,  in  every  way,  a  most  acceptable  addition 
to  the  citizenship  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  has  gained  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  since  adopting  Buffalo  as  his  residence  city. 

Mr.  Lowther  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Braxton  county,  West  Virginia, 
October  10,  1891,  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Matilda  R.  (Day)  Lowther. 
He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  graduat¬ 
ing  from  high  school  in  1909.  He  then  took  a  special  course  in  the  Ohio 
Valley  Business  College  at  East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  and  has  studied  subse¬ 
quently  at  Chicago  University;  at  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania 
(Pittsburgh  University)  ;  at  the  University  of  Southern  California,  Los 
Angeles;  at  Ohio  State  University;  and  has  taken  extension  courses  from 
the  American  School,  Pace  and  Pace,  Alexander  Hamilton  Institute,  and 
Sheldon  University. 

Mr.  Lowther  was  married  November  22,  1926,  at  Little  Valley,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Fern  Leora  Hubbard,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  B.  and  Edith 
A.  (Ferguson)  Hubbard,  of  Olean,  New  York. 

In  his  boyhood  days,  Mr.  Lowther  manifested  that  spirit  of  industry 
which  has  characterized  his  entire  record  to  date.  He  did  work  of  diverse 
kinds,  such  as  carrying  water,  delivering  groceries  and  newspapers,  work¬ 
ing  on  farms,  in  potteries,  brickyards,  glass  plants,  and  steel  mills.  After 
leaving  school,  however,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Nernst  Lamp  Com¬ 
pany,  a  division  of  the  Westinghouse  corporation,  as  a  clerk,  and  later 
was  successively  with  Henry  S.  Sweitzer  &  Company  and  Justus  Mulert, 
Insurance  Brokers,  serving  as  bookkeeper,  accountant  and  in  other  capaci¬ 
ties  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  After  two  years  in  Pittsburgh,  he  went 
to  the  west,  and  was  with  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Company  as  a  mine  account¬ 
ant  at  Morenci,  Arizona;  the  American  Smelting  and  Refining  Company 
in  old  Mexico;  and  with  the  Standard  Oil  Company  of  California  on  spec¬ 
ial  work.  After  an  extensive  business  trip  through  the  Orient  and  over 
the  Pacific  coast,  Mr.  Lowther  returned  to  the  east,  in  order  to  be  closer 
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to  his  mother.  He  engaged  in  the  brokerage  business  at  East  Liverpool, 
Ohio,  and  later  accepted  an  appointment  as  auditor  of  the  Ohio  state 
highway  department  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Resigning  this  on  account  of 
ill  health,  he  later  performed  special  service  in  analytical  accounting  work 
for  the  Pittsburgh  Crucible  Steel  Company  at  Midland,  Pennsylvania;  and 
did  special  cost  and  management  accounting  for  the  Standard  Tank  Car 
Company  of  Sharon,  Pennsylvania. 

In  1917  Mr.  Lowther  resigned  to  enter  the  signal  corps  of  the  United 
States  Army  (serial  No.  972,474),  where  his  previous  training  and  ex¬ 
perience  caused  him  to  be  assigned  to  special  accounting  and  investigation 
in  the  aircraft  division,  and  still  later,  by  special  request  and  upon  ex¬ 
amination,  to  the  machine  gun  officers  training  school  at  Camp  Hancock, 
Augusta,  Georgia.  Although  his  greatest  ambition  was  to  achieve  actual 
service,  the  armistice  ended  his  hopes,  and  he  left  Camp  Hancock  with  an 
honorable  discharge  December  11,  1918.  Returning  to  Buffalo  after 
a  short  visit  with  his  mother  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Lowther  was  requisitioned 
immediately  by  former  associates  still  in  the  army  to  serve  in  a  civilian 
capacity,  with  a  rating  as  senior  accountant,  in  the  army  aircraft  bureau, 
as  an  expert  accountant  and  valuator.  This  work  finished,  he  then  per¬ 
formed  special  cost,  overhead  and  management  accounting  and  efficiency 
work  for  the  Republic  Metalware  Company,  and  for  the  Ward  Baking 
Company. 

Since  1921,  Mr.  Lowther  has  been  established  in  business  under  his 
own  name,  maintaining  his  offices  in  the  Jackson  building  at  Buffalo, 
since  1923,  as  an  investment  banker.  He  pursues  an  independent  course 
in  political  and  religious  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No. 
23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  and  Troupe  I,  of  the  American 
Legion,  of  Buffalo.  Bowling  is  his  favorite  sport,  and  he  is  known  as  a 
most  skillful  exponent  of  the  game.  On  March  1,  1916,  at  East  Liverpool, 
Ohio,  he  bowled  five  straight  match  games  of  duck  pins,  averaging  a  score 
of  exactly  two  hundred  pins  each  game,  and  so  far  as  known,  this  is  still 
a  world  record.  His  residence  is  at  400  Elmwood  avenue. 


JOSEPH  T.  ARUNDELL 

Joseph  T.  Arundell  is  the  executive  head  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  old  and 
substantial  business  concerns,  the  Bison  Electric  Company,  and  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  man  of  enterprising  methods  and  ripe  judgment.  He  was  born 
in  Auburn,  New  York,  in  August,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Ellen  (McCarty)  Arundell.  He  received  his  educational  training  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  city,  after  which  he  learned  the  technical  side 
of  the  electrical  business.  In  1898  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  engaged  in  the 
electrical  construction  business,  becoming  president  of  the  Bison  Electri¬ 
cal  Company  in  1914.  This  concern  was  incorporated  as  the  successor  to 
the  well  known  house  of  J.  C.  Stearns,  organized  in  1890.  Under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Arundell  the  business  has  enjoyed  a  steady  and  healthy 
growth  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  enterprises  in  its  line  in  this  city. 
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Besides  doing  a  regular  electrical  construction  business,  the  company 
maintains  a  well  stocked  retail  store  at  256  Pearl  street. 

Mr.  Arundell  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  May  Moran  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Edmund.  Mr.  Arundell  is  a  member  of  the  Launch 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Elks  Club  and  the  Society  of  Nat¬ 
ural  Sciences.  He  has  proven  a  good  business  man,  of  sound  and  depend¬ 
able  qualities  and  a  public-spirited  and  loyal  citizen,  giving  his  support 
to  those  things  which  make  for  the  well-being  of  society  and  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  community  along  all  lines  of  development. 


THEODORE  LOUIS  POPP 

Theodore  L.  Popp,  who  is  a  patent  attorney  of  Buffalo,  and  member 
of  the  firm  of  Popp  &  Powers,  at  1078  Ellicott  Square  building,  has  been 
engaged  in  his  particular  branch  of  the  legal  profession  for  over  forty 
years.  He  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  April  26,  1865,  his  parents 
being  George  and  Appolonia  (Karl)  Popp.  His  father  was  active  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  Brooklyn,  as  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  later  in 
Buffalo,  this  state,  as  a  dry  goods  merchant. 

Theodore  L.  Popp  was  educated  in  public  and  private  schools  of 
Buffalo.  Later  he  took  up  the  study  of  mechanical  engineering  in  the 
office  of  Wilhelm  &  Bonner,  patent  attorneys  of  Buffalo,  and  then  went 
to  Syracuse,  New  York,  as  their  branch  manager.  While  so  employed,  he 
also  read  law  in  the  office  of  Jenney,  Ruger  &  Marshall,  which  was  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Syracuse  office.  He  was  registered  as  a  patent  attorney  to 
practice  in  the  patent  office  in  1896,  at  which  time  he  was  located  in 
Buffalo,  where  he  was  associated  with  the  firm  of  Wilhelm  &  Bonner  from 
1881  to  1895,  and  was  a  member  of  the  firm  from  1896  to  1901.  In  the 
latter  year,  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Geyer  &  Popp,  which  as¬ 
sociation  was  maintained  until  1923,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Popp  &  Powers,  specializing  in  patent,  trade-mark 
and  copyright  law.  The  firm  acts  as  counsel  for  many  individuals  and 
corporations,  including  the  Houde  Engineering  Corporation  of  Buffalo; 
Hutto  Engineering  Company  of  Detroit,  Michigan;  Fedders  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company  of  Buffalo;  Creo-Dipt  Company  of  North  Tonawanda,  New 
York;  Pennzoil  Company  of  Oil  City,  Pennsylvania;  Niagara  Machine  & 
Tool  Works  of  Buffalo;  Buffalo  Foundry  &  Machine  Company  of  Buffalo; 
E.  &  B.  Holmes  Machinery  Company;  S.  Howes  Company  of  Silver  Creek, 
New  York;  and  Sprague-Sells  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  Chicago  and  Los 
Angeles.  Mr.  Popp  is  a  member  of  numerous  civic  organizations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  American  Patent  Law  Association  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  Buffalo 
Engineering  Society,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association,  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising 
Club,  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association, 
Buffalo  Historical  Society,  Niagara  Frontier  Historical  Society,  and 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  Mr.  Popp  belongs  to  Highland  Lodge, 
No.  835,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Summit  Chapter,  No.  307,  R.  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Coun- 
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cil  No.  20,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  and  Tancred  Commandery,  No.  80,  K.  T.  He  has 
taken  part  in  notable  civic  movements  among  these  being  his  services  on 
committees  of  the  last  four  Liberty  Loan  drives  during  the  World  war, 
and  an  active  interest  in  each  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  appeals  and  in 
the  financial  campaigns  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  He 
is  likewise  active  in  the  Masonic  Service  Bureau. 

On  October  22,  1890,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Popp  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
M.  Glawatz,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  Gustav  and  Anna 
(Delitsch)  Glawatz.  The  father  was  a  well  known  music  teacher,  special¬ 
izing  in  piano  and  serving  as  church  organist.  Mrs.  Popp  secured  her 
education  in  public  and  private  schools  of  Buffalo  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Coterie  Club  of  Buffalo,  Women’s  Federation,  Wheel  Chair  Guild, 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  Erie  County  League  of  Women  Voters. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Popp  there  have  been  born  four  children.  Walter  H. 
Popp  is  a  lawyer  associated  with  the  firm  of  Popp  &  Powers  of  Buffalo. 
He  received  his  LL.D.  degree  from  Georgetown  University,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  in  1918,  and  also  has  the  degree  of  Master  of  Patent  Laws.  He 
also  took  a  course  in  engineering  in  Cornell  University.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  World  war,  with  the  non-commissioned  rank  of  sergeant.  Milton 
Herman  Popp,  the  second  child,  was  born  October  2,  1894,  and  died 
August  3,  1901.  Dorothy  M.  Popp,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  now  the 
wife  of  Theron  A.  Cummings,  of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Barbara  Ann  and  Nancy  Jean.  Her  husband  is  associate 
manager  of  Wallace  &  Company’s  department  store  of  that  city.  Mrs. 
Cummings  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  from  Russell  Sage 
College  of  Troy,  New  York.  Harold  I.  Popp,  the  fourth  child,  is  a  lawyer, 
specializing  in  patents,  trade-marks  and  copyrights  in  the  Federal  and 
New  York  state  courts,  and  is  a  member  of  his  father’s  firm,  Popp  & 
Powers,  of  Buffalo.  He  received  his  LL.D.  degree  from  the  University  of 
Buffalo  in  1923.  Mr.  Popp’s  residence  is  at  60  Tillinghast  place,  Buffalo, 
New  York. 


THEODORE  G.  KENEFICK 

The  name  of  Kenefick  is  a  distinguished  one  in  the  history  of  the 
bench  and  bar  of  western  New  York.  The  brilliant  record  of  the  Hon. 
Daniel  J.  Kenefick  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge,  and  in  the  persons 
of  his  two  sons,  Daniel  J.,  Jr.,  and  Theodore  G.,  the  traditions  and  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  name  are  being  carried  forward  and  perpetuated.  Theodore 
G.  Kenefick,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  biography,  has  been  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo  for  only  a  comparatively  few  years,  but 
in  this  time  he  has  demonstrated  genuine  talent  and  ability  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  his  choice  and  has  acceptably  filled  positions  of  public  trust. 
He  is  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  & 
Letchworth,  known  as  one  of  the  leading  legal  organizations  of  the  state. 

Theodore  G.  Kenefick  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  29,  1898,  a  son 
of  Judge  Daniel  J.  and  Maysie  (Germain)  Kenefick.  Judge  Daniel  J. 
Kenefick,  whose  career  is  described  in  detail  elsewhere  in  this  publica- 
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tion,  is  one  of  the  foremost  lawyers  and  jurists  of  his  generation  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  The  son  Theodore  attended  the  Nichols  School  and 
then  entered  Yale  University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1922.  His 
professional  training  was  received  in  the  Yale  Law  School,  which  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  LL.  B.  degree  in  1926,  and  in  September  of  the  same 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state.  He  at  once  entered 
the  offices  of  what  is  now  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass 
&  Letchworth.  On  January  1,  1928,  Mr.  Kenefick  was  appointed  assistant 
district  attorney  of  Erie  county  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  April 
15,  1929,  when  he  was  appointed  assistant  corporation  counsel  of  Buffalo, 
which  office  he  filled  until  December  24,  1929,  when  he  tendered  his 
resignation,  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  private  practice. 
Mr.  Kenefick  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Yale  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Western  New  York,  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity  of  Yale 
College,  the  Scroll  and  Key  Society  of  Yale  and  the  Phi  Delta  Pi  legal 
fraternity. 

On  June  28,  1928,  Theodore  G.  Kenefick  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Goodyear,  a  daughter  of  Anson  Conger  and  Mary  (Forman)  Goodyear, 
and  a  member  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  representative  families  dating 
from  pioneer  days. 


W.  BRYAN  MAY 

One  of  the  foremost  business  enterprises  of  its  character  on  the 
Niagara  Frontier  is  that  of  W.  B.  May,  Incorporated,  situated  at  66  Wash¬ 
ington  street  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  owned  by  W.  Bryan  May.  The 
company  deals  in  tractors  and  agricultural  and  industrial  machinery, 
and  supplies  a  large  trade  in  New  York  state  and  northern  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  May  has  conducted  his  business  affairs  with  rare  wisdom,  and  thor¬ 
ough  understanding,  and  has  won  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
successful  of  the  younger  business  executives  in  the  local  field. 

Born  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  February  13,  1897,  he  is  a  son  of  David 
J.,  Sr.  and  Catherine  (Kent)  May.  The  father  was  also  born  in  the  city 
of  Detroit,  and  there  resides.  For  many  years  he  was  identified  with 
the  department  of  public  works,  but  for  several  years  has  been  retired. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  went  to  Detroit  from  that  country, 
there  remaining  until  his  death.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants 
of  the  City  of  the  Straits.  Catherine  (Kent)  May,  the  mother  of  W. 
Bryan  May,  was  born  at  Detroit,  a  daughter  of  John  Kent,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  there.  She  died  in  the  year  1912.  By  her  marriage  to 
David  J.  May,  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  namely :  Gertrude, 
who  is  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Culbertson,  of  the  general  building  contracting 
firm  of  Culbertson  &  Kelly,  of  Detroit,  and  they  have  a  son,  John; 
Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Slater,  of  Detroit,  who  is  in  the  real 
estate  business;  David  J.,  Jr.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
vice  president  of  the  Fuller  Construction  Company;  and  W.  Bryan. 
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W.  Bryan  May  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Detroit  and  prepared 
for  a  course  at  the  United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Maryland, 
but  did  not  attend.  On  April  8,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
Navy  from  Detroit,  trained  at  the  Philadelphia  Navy  Yard  and  at  sea, 
then  in  May  was  assigned  to  the  transport  and  convoy  service  on  the 
vessel  which  was  formerly  the  Prince  Eitel  Frederick,  the  famous  German 
sea  raider,  which  had  been  interned  at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  and 
later  renamed  the  U.  S.  S.  DeKalb.  It  carried  a  crew  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  landed  the  first  unit  of  American  soldiers  in  France 
on  June  26,  1917.  Mr.  May  made  ten  round  trips  across  the  Atlantic  in 
this  service,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  December,  1918. 
When  the  armistice  was  signed,  he  was  attending  the  officers  training 
school  at  Pelham  Bay,  New  York,  but  did  not  take  a  commission,  as  this 
procedure  would  have  meant  his  remaining  in  the  service. 

Having  completed  his  naval  career,  Mr.  May  returned  to  Detroit,  and 
became  identified  with  Henry  Ford  &  Son,  Inc.,  at  Dearborn,  Michigan, 
manufacturers  of  the  Fordson  tractor.  He  held  positions  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  their  tremendous  plant  and  became  assistant  to  the  service  man¬ 
ager  of  the  tractor  division.  He  remained  with  Henry  Ford  &  Son,  Inc., 
until  1920,  then  came  to  Buffalo,  and  in  association  with  D.  H.  Millard 
organized  the  firm  of  D.  H.  Millard  &  Company,  Incorporated.  In  1922 
Mr.  Millard  resigned,  at  which  time  Mr.  May  became  general  manager, 
and  in  1924  he  bought  out  the  stockholders  of  the  company.  The  firm 
title  was  then  changed  to  W.  B.  May,  Incorporated.  The  organization 
specializes  in  the  distribution  of  tractors  and  various  implements.  They 
feature  the  United  tractor,  made  by  Allis  Chalmers  Company  of  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wisconsin,  also  carry  the  Monarch  tractor  made  by  the  same  com¬ 
pany,  likewise  agricultural  implements,  industrial  machinery,  and  road 
building  machinery  and  equipment.  All  of  New  York  state,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  New  York  city,  is  covered  by  the  operations  of  the  company, 
also  northern  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  May  has  recently  taken  possession  of 
the  four-story  building  at  66  Washington  street  in  Buffalo,  and  has  con¬ 
verted  it  into  one  of  the  finest  plants  of  its  kind  in  western  New  York. 
The  ground  floor  is  especially  equipped  for  the  display  of  all  models  of 
tractors  and  road  building  machinery,  while  a  portion  of  the  second  floor 
is  utilized  for  smaller  machinery.  An  added  equipment  is  the  trackage 
opposite  the  building  for  the  handling  of  freight. 

Mr.  May  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Belle  City  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  manufacturers  of  agricultural 
machinery,  supplying  the  product  to  the  United  States,  Canada,  Europe 
and  South  America.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  United  Tractor  and 
Equipment  Corporation  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  which  is  a  distributing  organi¬ 
zation  for  the  product  indicated  by  the  firm  title. 

On  June  28,  1919,  W.  Bryan  May  was  married  to  Catherine  Yates,  a 
native  of  Detroit,  and  daughter  of  Robert  C.  and  Louise  (Caille)  Yates, 
who  now  live  retired  at  La  Jolla,  California.  The  father  was  for  many 
years  with  the  Caille  Brothers  Company  of  Detroit,  makers  of  weighing 
machines  and  marine  outboard  motors.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  May  have  one 
daughter,  Carolyn  C.,  who  was  born  March  5,  1924. 
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Mr.  May  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Wanakah  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  Saddle  and  Bridle  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  and 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
old  Ellicott  Club  and  Buffalo  Rotary  Club.  Mr.  May  belongs  to  the  First 
Unitarian  Church,  and  is  a  member  of  the  church  board,  having  served  as 
a  trustee  for  a  number  of  years. 


JOHN  S.  POWERS 

John  S.  Powers  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Popp  &  Powers  of  Buffalo, 
which  specializes  in  the  practice  of  patent  and  trade-mark  law.  Coming 
to  Buffalo  a  decade  ago  he  has  entered  into  the  affairs  of  the  city,  aside 
from  his  professional  activities,  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  has  indi¬ 
cated  a  sincere  desire  to  cooperate  with  his  fellows  in  all  matters. 

Mr.  Powers  was  born  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  September  20,  1885,  his 
parents  being  John  S.  and  Rose  (Armistead)  Powers. 

The  father  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Virginia,  a  son  of  David 
and  Lucy  (Montgomery)  Powers,  and  there  died  November  15,  1927.  He 
was  engaged  in  business  pursuits,  was  a  supporter  of  the  democratic 
party,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  David  Powers, 
a  native  of  Westmoreland  county,  Virginia,  was  a  large  land  owner  and 
slave  holder;  he  was  a  captain  in  the  Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  killed  in  action.  His  wife  was  born  and  died  in  Westmore¬ 
land  county.  Rose  (Armistead)  Powers,  the  mother  of  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  March,  1860,  and  now  lives  in  West¬ 
moreland  county,  Virginia.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  Armistead, 
a  mechanic  by  trade,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  in  which  he 
fought  on  the  side  of  the  Union,  and  who  died  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

John  S.  Powers  graduated  from  high  school  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in 
1903,  and  then  took  up  the  study  of  law,  specializing  in  patent  law,  at 
Georgetown  University  in  that  city,  which  institution  conferred  upon 
him  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  Master  of  Patent  Law  in  1911. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the  United  States  District  Court  for  the 
Western  District  of  New  York;  of  the  bars  of  the  United  States  Courts  of 
sundry  other  Federal  districts;  of  the  bar  of  the  United  States  Court  of 
Customs  and  Patent  Appeals;  and  of  the  bar  of  the  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  He  first  practiced  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  an  associate 
of  James  L.  Norris,  and  specialized  in  patent  and  trade-mark  litigation 
until  February,  1920,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Buffalo  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  partnership  with  the  late  William  Macomber  in  the  practice  of 
patent  law.  Mr.  Macomber  was  the  author  of  the  Fixed  Law  of  Patents, 
and  a  lecturer  upon  patent  law  at  Sibley  College,  Cornell  University,  and 
the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  died  shortly  after  Mr.  Powers  came  to 
Buffalo,  whereupon  the  latter  practiced  alone  until  May,  1923,  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Theodore  L.  Popp  under  the  firm  name  of 
Popp  &  Powers,  with  offices  on  the  tenth  floor  of  the  Ellicott  Square 
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building.  The  work  of  this  firm  is  confined  exclusively  to  patent  and 
trade-mark  law.  Mr.  Powers  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  American  Bar  Association  (Patent  Law  Section),  American  Pat¬ 
ent  Law  Association,  Buffalo  Engineers  Society,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Kiwanis  Club, 
Highland  Lodge,  No.  835,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  Summit  Chap¬ 
ter,  No.  307,  Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  a  republican  in  political  faith. 

On  June  24,  1908,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Mr.  Powers  was  married  to 
Miss  Mildred  Alden  Hall,  a  native  of  Hyattsville,  Maryland,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  S.  and  Sarah  L.  (Alden)  Hall.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Bangor,  Maine,  and  died  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  customs  bureau.  His  wife  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  and  died  at  Long 
Beach,  California.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Levi  Alden,  the  founder  of  the 
Janesville  (Wis.)  Gazette,  who  purchased  his  first  printing  press  at 
Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers  have  a  son,  John  Alden  Powers,  who  was 
born  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  July  9,  1909.  He  graduated  with  the  first 
finishing  class  (1926)  at  Bennett  high  school,  and  in  1930  received  the 
degree  of  B.  S.  with  magna  cum  laude  from  Hobart  College  at  Geneva, 
New  York.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lambda  Pi  collegiate  fraternity,  and 
was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  As  this  is  written  he  is  attending  law 
school  and  is  preparing  to  take  up  the  practice  of  patent  law. 


LEO  JOHN  DIETRICH 

One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar 
is  Leo  J.  Dietrich,  who  is  building  up  a  large  and  remunerative  practice 
in  the  courts  of  Erie  county.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1903,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Amelia  (Uebbing)  Dietrich,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Buffalo.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Christian 
Dietrich,  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  was  an  early  arrival  in  Buffalo. 
He  had  mastered  the  iron  business  in  his  native  land  and  after  coming 
to  this  city  established  himself  in  that  business.  One  of  his  brothers  saw 
service  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war.  The  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  John  Uebbing,  also  a  native  of  the  fatherland,  came  to  this  city 
in  an  early  day.  Frederick  Dietrich  learned  the  iron  working  business 
under  his  father  and  was  actively  identified  with  it  for  more  than  forty 
years.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  Albert,  Clements, 
Cecelia,  Frances,  Leo  J.,  and  Edward.  Albert  Dietrich  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  World  war. 

Leo  J.  Dietrich  received  his  early  education  in  St.  Mary’s  parochial 
school  and  completed  his  classical  studies  in  St.  Joseph’s  College,  from 
which  school  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  then  entered  the  law  school  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  receiving  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1923.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  at 
once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  office  of  Henry 
Killeen.  Since  1927  Mr.  Dietrich  has  practiced  alone.  He  is  careful 
and  painstaking  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases,  is  determined  and  capable 
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in  protecting  the  interests  of  his  clients  and  has  earned  a  reputation  as 
a  conscientious  and  reliable  attorney.  He  has  his  office  at  702  Walbridge 
building.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Delta  Sigma 
Delta  and  Phi  Delta  Phi  college  fraternities,  the  Erie  County  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion. 


GEORGE  EDWARD  MATTHEWS 

Following  closely  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored  father,  the  late  George 
Edward  Matthews  had  a  most  illustrious  career  in  the  Buffalo  journalistic 
field,  and  as  a  citizen  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  consistently  occupied  a 
place  in  the  front  rank.  He  had  a  high  conception  of  his  duties  toward  his 
fellowmen,  and  he  had  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  con¬ 
tacted,  even  of  those  he  opposed  through  the  editorial  columns. 

George  E.  Matthews  was  born  at  Westfield,  New  York,  March  17, 
1855,  a  son  of  James  N.  and  Harriet  (Wells)  Matthews,  who  are  men¬ 
tioned  on  another  page  of  this  work.  His  preliminary  education  was 
secured  under  private  tutorship,  and  so  easily  did  he  master  his  studies 
that  he  was  prepared  to  enter  Yale  University  when  only  sixteen  years 
of  age.  The  fact  that  he  was  so  young,  however,  induced  his  parents  to 
permit  him  an  extensive  tour  through  Europe  before  taking  up  his  ad¬ 
vanced  studies.  This  interesting  experience  completed,  he  entered  Yale, 
which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1877.  He 
then  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  became  identified  with  the  editorial 
department  of  the  Buffalo  Express,  and  later  became  treasurer.  In  1888, 
he  was  proprietor  of  the  Express  and  the  Matthews-Northrup  Works, 
which  had  been  established  by  his  father  and  William  Phelps  Northrup. 
This  firm  specialized  in  color  work,  and  invented  the  process  of  color 
printing  which  is  in  general  use  today.  The  process  used  and  known 
as  prismaprint  is  the  forerunner  of  all  color  work.  Mr.  Matthews  was 
very  active  in  the  work  of  the  republican  party,  although  he  never  held 
or  aspired  to  public  office  for  himself.  However  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
republican  national  convention  of  1896.  He  was  one  of  the  original  Mc¬ 
Kinley  men  in  Buffalo  and  New  York  state,  and  was  offered  a  position  in 
McKinley’s  cabinet,  but  declined.  He  held  membership  in  the  Buffalo 
Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Yale  Club  of 
Buffalo,  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  fraternity  at  Yale,  and  the  old  Ellicott 
Club.  The  death  of  George  E.  Matthews  occurred  June  11,  1911. 

On  July  12,  1887,  Mr.  Matthews  was  married  at  Buffalo  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Burrows,  a  daughter  of  George  Hunt  Burrows,  who  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  central  division  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  for 
many  years,  and  died  in  1895.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Matthews,  George  E.  Jr.,  Harriet  Wells,  and  Burrows,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work. 

George  E.  Matthews,  Jr.,  was  born  May  11,  1888,  and  is  now  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Niagara  Photo-Engraving  Company,  of  Buffalo.  He  married 
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Frances  M.  Jebb  of  this  city,  and  they  have  three  children,  George  E.  Ill, 
Ann  Elizabeth,  and  Frances.  He  succeeded  his  father  as  president  of  the 
Buffalo  Express  and  filled  the  office  until  1926,  when  the  Matthews-North- 
rup  Works  was  combined  with  the  J.  W.  Clements  Company,  after  which 
he  became  vice  president  of  the  new  concern  and  remained  as  such  until 
1928. 

Harriet  Wells  Matthews  became  the  wife  of  J.  Randall  Williams,  Jr., 
of  Wynnewood,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  a  broker  with  the  Stone,  Webster 
&  Blodgett  Company,  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  five 
children,  J.  Randall  Williams  III,  Elizabeth  Matthews,  Thorndyke  De- 
Land,  Matthews,  and  George  Edward. 


STANLEY  KOZANOWSKI 

Although  he  entered  upon  a  business  already  established,  Stanley  Ko- 
zanowski  has  given  ample  proof  of  his  initiative  and  executive  force  by 
successfully  directing  the  large  meat  and  theatrical  interests  acquired  by 
his  father  in  Buffalo.  Born  in  this  city,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1902,  he  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  Kozanowski  and  a  grandson  of  Casper  Kozanowski,  a 
farmer,  whose  life  was  spent  in  Russian  Poland.  Joseph  Kozanowski  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Warsaw  in  1864  and  remained  in  his  native  land  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States 
in  the  hope  of  bettering  his  fortunes,  having  but  five  cents  when  he 
arrived  in  this  country.  He  first  worked  as  a  day  laborer  in  Buffalo,  after 
which  he  was  a  helper  in  a  meat  market  for  three  years,  receiving  his 
board  and  a  weekly  stipend  of  a  dollar  and  a  half.  Through  rigid  self- 
denial  and  strict  economy  he  acquired  the  capital  necessary  for  an  inde¬ 
pendent  venture  in  that  field,  opening  a  small  butcher  shop,  and  later 
removed  to  a  more  pretentious  place  at  1150  Broadway.  This  he  ac¬ 
quired  after  about  five  years,  also  purchasing  the  property  next  door,  at 
1152  Broadway,  and  becoming  a  wholesale  as  well  as  a  retail  dealer  in 
meat.  As  time  passed  he  continued  to  prosper  and  in  1920,  about  a  year 
before  his  death,  erected  at  1111  Broadway  the  Rivoli  Theater,  which  is 
the  largest  amusement  house  on  that  thoroughfare.  This  theater  will 
seat  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-four  people  and  is  supplied  with  the 
latest  sound-production  equipment  in  connection  with  motion  pictures. 
Mr.  Kozanowski  passed  away  October  12,  1921,  when  fifty-seven  years 
of  age,  and  at  that  time  also  owned  five  other  properties  on  Broadway  and 
Fillmore  avenue.  Coming  to  Buffalo  empty-handed,  he  accumulated 
wealth  through  tireless  industry,  the  wise  utilization  of  his  opportunities 
and  honorable  dealing,  and  was  numbered  among  the  city’s  most  pro¬ 
gressive  and  capable  business  men.  Reared  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith, 
he  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration,  and  gave 
his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  In  young  manhood  he  had 
married  Catherine  Subkowski,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1866  and 
resides  at  745  Fillmore  avenue,  Buffalo.  A  son,  Stanley,  was  born  to 
them  and  three  daughters,  Hilda,  Helen,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
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one  years,  and  Angelina,  all  of  whom  were  graduated  from  the  Masten 
Park  high  school  of  Buffalo.  Hilda  is  the  wife  of  B.  B.  Krystaniak,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Circle  Theater  on  Connecticut  street,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Gloria  Krystaniak.  Angelina  Kozanowski  married  Theodore  Pawlicki, 
Jr.,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  Queen  City  Tile  Company, 
and  they  have  a  son,  Theodore  Pawlicki  (III). 

Stanley  Kozanowski  was  a  pupil  in  the  Transfiguration  parochial 
school  and  attended  public  school  No.  24.  At  the  time  of  his  father’s 
death  he  took  over  the  management  of  the  retail  meat  business  at  1  Broad¬ 
way  Market,  also  taking  charge  of  the  Rivoli  Theater,  and  these  interests 
he  has  successfully  directed  for  his  mother.  His  judgment  is  sound,  his 
insight  is  keen  and  his  poise,  resourcefulness  and  force  of  character  en¬ 
able  him  to  meet  every  emergency  and  to  make  the  most  of  the  possibili¬ 
ties  and  opportunities  of  a  business  situation.  He  is  a  faithful  communi¬ 
cant  of  the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration  and  his  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Kozanowski  is  a  young  man  of  serious 
purpose,  capable  and  dependable,  and  possesses  those  qualities  which  in¬ 
spire  esteem,  confidence  and  friendship. 


DAVID  WADDELL  WALLACE 

One  of  the  leading  brokers  of  Buffalo  is  David  W.  Wallace,  well  known 
financier  and  member  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange.  One  of  the  younger 
generation  of  successful  business  men  in  the  city,  he  has  made  rapid 
progress  in  the  field  he  selected  as  his  life’s  work.  His  knowledge  of 
stocks  and  bonds  is  comprehensive  and  thorough,  and  he  is  widely  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  competent  authority  upon  these  matters. 

David  W.  Wallace  was  born  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1891,  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Emma  (Weiss)  Wallace.  The  pa¬ 
ternal  grandparents  of  our  immediate  subject  were  George  W.  and  Mar¬ 
garet  (Waddell)  Wallace,  both  natives  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  where  the 
husband  died,  while  his  wife  passed  away  at  Wikes-Barre.  George  W. 
Wallace,  the  father,  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  December  25,  1853, 
and  died  March  20,  1900,  at  Wilkes-Barre,  where  he  was  a  wholesale 
grocer.  His  wife  was  born  at  Slatington,  Pennsylvania,  August  4,  1866, 
and  now  resides  in  Buffalo.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Weiss,  native  Pennsylvanians,  the  father  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Both 
are  now  deceased. 

David  W.  Wallace  graduated  from  the  Wilkes-Barre  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1910,  and  in  1913  received  a  law  degree  from  Dickinson  Law 
School,  but  never  engaged  in  practice,  having  become  interested  in  another 
occupation.  He  became  a  partner  with  his  uncle,  A.  D.  Weiss,  in  the 
hardware  business  at  Wilkes-Barre,  and  here  remained  until  1914,  then 
sold  out  to  accept  a  position  as  law  clerk  in  the  mayor’s  office  at  Wilkes- 
Barre.  In  December,  1915,  Mr.  Wallace  moved  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and 
was  employed  as  inspector  for  the  local  association  of  fire  underwriters  for 
three  months.  He  then  became  financial  reporter  for  R.  G.  Dun  &  Com- 
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pany  for  a  period  of  six  months,  then  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman  for 
the  Richardson  Silk  Company  of  New  York  city  for  another  six  months 
interval.  In  April,  1917,  Mr.  Wallace  became  associated  with  the  Citi¬ 
zens  Commercial  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  was  employed  in  various 
departments  until  February,  1919,  when  he  became  a  bond  salesman, 
thus  continuing  until  February,  1920.  His  next  step  was  to  become  asso¬ 
ciated  with  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Company  of  Buffalo,  where  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  trading  department  until  October,  1921.  At  this  point,  he 
resigned  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  trading  department  in  the  Fi¬ 
delity  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  but  in  February,  1923,  left  that  position 
to  start  in  business  on  his  own  account  as  a  broker  for  banks  and  other 
brokers.  Associated  with  him  as  a  special  partner  was  Edward  E.  Trost, 
and  in  December,  1924,  the  latter  became  a  general  partner.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1925,  the  firm  of  Wallace  &  Trost  opened  an  office  at  111  Broadway, 
New  York  city,  connected  with  the  Buffalo  office  by  a  private  telegraph 
wire.  This  arrangement  still  exists.  This  firm  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Stock  Exchange,  and  was  the  first  and,  at  present,  is  the  only 
firm  in  the  city  engaging  as  brokers  for  brokers  and  banks,  which  is  their 
main  business  on  the  exchange.  On  October  1,  1929,  Earl  H.  Merlau  was 
admitted  to  the  firm.  In  October,  1929,  Mr.  Wallace  was  appointed  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange  to  fill  out  the  remainder  of  1929  and 
1930,  succeeding  George  P.  Rea,  who  resigned.  In  February,  1930,  Mr. 
Wallace  was  regularly  elected  to  this  position  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
He  also  is  a  director  of  the  Amherst  Share  Company  of  Buffalo. 

On  April  7,  1915,  David  W.  Wallace  was  married  at  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Miss  Eleanor  Guthrie,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles  E.  and  Beulah  (Cowan)  Guthrie.  Doc¬ 
tor  Guthrie  is  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  district  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  resides  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  have 
four  children :  Charles  G.,  Jean,  David  W.,  Jr.,  and  Eleanor. 

Mr.  Wallace  is  a  member  of  the  official  board  of  the  Central  Park 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  club  and  fraternal  affiliations  are 
with  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Bond  Club  of  which  he  is  a 
director,  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Sigma  Epsi¬ 
lon  fraternity,  Highland  Park  Lodge,  No.  835,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
the  Park  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wallace  are  republicans  in  their  political  views.  Their  attractive  home  is 
situated  on  Lebrun  road,  Amherst  Estate,  Buffalo. 


DANIEL  J.  KENEFICK,  Jr. 

Daniel  J.  Kenefick,  Jr.,  attorney,  has  followed  his  profession  in  Buffalo 
since  his  admission  to  the  bar,  and  represents  a  family  noted  for  legal 
ability  of  a  high  order.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  August  2,  1892,  and  is 
a  son  of  Judge  Daniel  J.  and  Maysie  (Germain)  Kenefick.  A  detailed 
account  of  the  life  of  Judge  Kenefick  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  publication. 

Daniel  J.  Kenefick,  Jr.,  attended  the  Nichols  School  from  1909  to  1913, 
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and  then  entered  Harvard  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1917  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  He  enlisted  at  Buffalo  for  service 
in  the  World  war,  was  in  training  at  Fort  Niagara  and  Madison  Barracks 
and  following  his  assignment  to  the  Three  Hundred  and  Fifth  Field 
Artillery  was  sent  to  Camp  Jackson  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  until  December,  1918,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
He  then  resumed  his  studies  in  Harvard  Law  School  and  was  graduated 
in  1921.  In  the  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state  and  at  once  joined  what  is  now  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke, 
Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth,  and  he  has  since  been  associated  with  this 
widely  known  organization. 

Mr.  Kenefick  was  married,  October  29,  1921,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss 
Dorothy  Dudley,  who  attended  the  Westover  School  of  Connecticut.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  G.  and  Angeline  Dudley,  who  reside  in  Buffalo, 
where  her  father  has  long  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenefick  are :  Sallie  Gilman,  who  was  born  November 
1,  1922;  and  Mary  Germaine,  born  May  3,  1926.  Mrs.  Kenefick  is  active 
in  the  work  of  the  Junior  League  and  also  in  the  affairs  of  the  Garret 
Club.  Mr.  Kenefick  has  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Saturn  Club,  the  Pack  Club,  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Marshall 
Club,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Fox  Club  of  Harvard,  Lincoln’s 
Inn  of  Harvard,  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association. 


ANDREW  BOYD  GILFILLAN 

Among  the  prominent  attorneys  of  Buffalo  is  numbered  Andrew  Boyd 
Gilfillan,  who  is  of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  in  succession  to 
bear  this  name.  He  was  born  in  York,  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
September  4,  1873,  and  traces  his  lineage  to  Scotch  ancestors  who  came 
to  America  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  mother,  Margaret  (Gor¬ 
don)  Gilfillan,  was  a  daughter  of  James  Gordon,  of  New  York,  while  his 
father  was  a  United  Presbyterian  minister  and  served  for  forty-four 
years  as  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Covington,  Wyom¬ 
ing  county,  New  York. 

Andrew  Boyd  Gilfillan  (III)  attended  the  Ingleside  Academy  at  Mc¬ 
Donald,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  prepared  for  entrance  to  Williams  Col¬ 
lege,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of.  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1893. 
His  law  studies  were  pursued  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1896,  and  in  the  same  year  he  was  admitted  to  the 
New  York  bar.  For  thirty-five  years  he  has  successfully  followed  his 
profession  in  Buffalo,  handling  much  important  litigation  during  that 
period  and  establishing  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  advocate  and  coun¬ 
selor.  Experience  and  study  have  broadened  his  legal  knowledge  and  the 
extent  and  importance  of  his  clientele  are  indicative  of  the  confidnce  re¬ 
posed  in  his  ability. 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1907,  Mr.  Gilfillan  was  married  in  Buffalo 
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to  Miss  Lulu  Smith,  a  daughter  of  John  O.  Smith  of  this  city,  and  their 
children  are  Andrew  Boyd  (IV)  member  of  the  class  of  1933,  at  Williams 
College,  and  Rutherford  Smith. 

In  May,  1898,  Mr.  Gilfillan  laid  aside  his  practice  and  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  Spanish- American  war,  joining  Company  I,  Sixty-fifth 
Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which  he  became  a  non¬ 
commissioned  officer.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  continued  with  his 
regiment  and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  had  completed  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  of  service,  advancing  from  a  private  to  the  rank  of  captain. 
He  has  held  offices  in  the  local,  state  and  national  bodies  of  United  Spanish 
War  Veterans  and  he  also  has  membership  in  many  other  military  organi¬ 
zations,  including  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  D  Company,  Buf¬ 
falo  City  Guard,  Gordon  Highlanders,  and  St.  Andrew’s  Scottish  Society. 
He  likewise  belongs  to  the  Robert  Burns  Society  and  is  a  consistent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association.  Mr.  Gilfillan  has  been  loyal  to  every  cause  which 
he  has  espoused  and  faithful  to  every  duty,  manifesting  in  his  life  the 
sterling  characteristics  of  his  Scotch  ancestors,  and  stands  deservedly 
high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


BURTON  F.  WILKINSON 

Well  known  among  the  younger  business  men  of  Buffalo,  is  Burton  F. 
Wilkinson  who  is  associated  with  the  prominent  brokerage  firm  of  J.  C. 
Dann  &  Company  in  the  Ellicott  Square  building.  He  is  well  connected 
in  the  social  and  club  affairs  of  Buffalo,  and  he  has  manifested  a  con¬ 
sistent  public-spirited  attitude  toward  matters  of  local  importance.  He 
is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  having  been  born  here  May  11,  1905,  and  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  M.  and  Minetta  (Girven)  Wilkinson. 

Joseph  M.  Wilkinson,  the  father,  was  born  in  October,  1859,  at  Chelten¬ 
ham,  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
January  31,  1930.  For  many  years  he  was  associated  with  the  Pardridge, 
Stores,  and  was  later  one  of  the  organizers  and  a  half  owner  of  the  Bailey 
Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  In  1900,  he  organized  J.  M.  Wilkinson 
&  Company,  at  551  Main  Street,  Buffalo,  dealers  in  women’s,  misses’  and 
children’s  apparel,  and  in  1925  the  business  was  incorporated.  At  this 
time,  he  admitted  his  sons,  Morton  H.,  Joseph  G.,  and  Burton  F.,  into  the 
company,  and  retained  the  presidency  until  his  death.  The  store  is  still 
conducted  under  the  old  title  by  the  two  elder  sons,  and  ranks  with  the 
up-to-date  and  thoroughly  equipped  stores  of  its  kind  in  western  New 
York.  Joseph  M.  Wilkinson  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Wilkinson,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  died  in  Canada.  Minetta  (Girven)  Wilkinson,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  M.,  was  born  at  Welland,  Ontario,  Canada,  November  6,  1864,  and 
now  resides  in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Catherine  Girven  Buell, 
and  step-daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan  F.  Buell,  notable  lawyer  of  Buffalo 
and  member  of  the  firm  of  Willard  J.  and  Jonathan  F.  Buell.  He  organ¬ 
ized  the  Merchants’  Dispatch,  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  express 
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company,  and  was  also  interested  in  the  Niagara  power  development. 

Burton  F.  Wilkinson  graduated  from  public  school  No.  56;  from  the 
Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  in  1922;  and  in  1926  he  received  his  B.  S.  degree 
from  Princeton  University.  His  first  step  in  business  was  to  become 
secretary  of  J.  M.  Wilkinson  &  Company,  Incorporated,  remaining  in  that 
position  until  January  1,  1931.  On  October  15,  1929,  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  brokerage  firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Company  and  has  since 
remained  in  that  connection.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  republican  party, 
and  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Lafayette  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Princeton  University  Club  of 
Buffalo,  the  Princeton  Club  of  New  York  city,  and  the  University  Cottage 
Club  of  Princeton.  Golf,  hockey  and  fishing  have  constituted  his  choice 
of  diversions  and  sports,  and  during  his  university  days  he  played  on  the 
hockey  team,  and  was  captain  during  his  senior  year. 

At  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  June  26,  1928,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Burton  F.  Wilkinson  and  Miss  Elizabeth  McNulty,  who  was  born  in  this 
city,  a  daughter  of  James  H.  and  Harriett  (Wallace)  McNulty.  Her  father 
was  president  of  the  firm  of  Pratt  &  Lambert,  varnish  manufacturers  of 
Buffalo,  and  is  now  deceased.  (A  more  extended  mention  of  James  H. 
McNulty  elsewhere  in  this  work).  Mrs.  Wilkinson  graduated  from  the 
Buffalo  Seminary  and  from  Miss  Porter’s  School  at  Farmington,  Con¬ 
necticut.  She  is  now  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  Twentieth  Century  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Campanile  Club,  and  the 
Junior  League.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkinson  have  a  son,  Burton  F.,  Jr.,  born 
October  9,  1929,  and  their  home  is  located  at  85  Middlesex  road  in  Buffalo. 


PETER  AUGUSTUS  PORTER,  Jr. 

Peter  Augustus  Porter,  Jr.,  capitalist  and  secretary  of  the  James  S. 
Thompson  Estate,  is  a  representative  in  the  fourth  generation  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  illustrious  families  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  a  great- 
grandson  of  General  Peter  Buel  Porter,  a  grandson  of  Colonel  Peter 
Augustus  Porter  and  the  eldest  son  of  Hon.  Peter  A.  Porter,  all  of  whom 
are  mentioned  at  length  on  other  pages  of  this  work. 

Peter  Augustus  Porter,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  November  16, 
1877,  and  was  educated  at  De  Veaux  School  and  St.  Paul’s  School,  Con¬ 
cord,  New  Hampshire,  from  which  latter  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1897.  His  education  was  continued  abroad  with  his  brother,  Cabell  Breck¬ 
inridge  Porter.  Accompanied  by  their  tutor,  these  young  men  spent  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  study  and  travel  through  continental  Europe  and  the  British 
Isles.  On  his  return  to  Niagara  Falls,  Mr.  Porter  accepted  the  position  of 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  New  York  State  Reservation  Commission,  be¬ 
ing  in  charge  of  the  State  Park  at  Niagara  Falls  and  continuing  in  this 
capacity  until  1904. 

On  September  5,  1907,  Mr.  Porter  was  married  in  North  Tonawanda 
to  Miss  Geneva  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  James  S.  and  Geneva  (Scrib¬ 
ner)  Thompson  of  that  city,  who  are  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in 
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this  work.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  in  1916,  Mr.  Porter  be¬ 
came  secretary  of  the  James  S.  Thompson  Estate  and  maintains  offices 
in  the  Marine  Trust  building  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Porter  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  New  York 
Club  of  New  York  city  and  the  Everglades  Club  of  Palm  Beach,  Florida. 
He  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Sons  of  Colonial  Wars, 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with 
the  Episcopal  Church,  while  politically  he  is  a  republican. 

Mr.  Porter  has  been  active  in  athletics  from  boyhood,  his  favorite 
sport  being  tennis,  in  which  he  has  held  several  championships  as  a  result 
of  successful  tournament  competition  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
While  spending  his  winters  at  Palm  Beach  he  finds  tennis  his  greatest 
recreational  diversion.  He  is  fond  of  travel  and  has  visited  all  of  the 
principal  countries  of  the  world,  having  been  entertained  in  diplomatic 
circles  and  courts  in  most  of  them.  On  his  last  trip  to  Roumania,  Queen 
Marie  was  his  hostess.  Genial  and  optimistic  by  nature,  Mr.  Porter  ex¬ 
tracts  from  life  the  real  essence  of  living,  getting  a  lot  out  of  it,  just  as 
he  puts  a  lot  in.  The  elements  were  happily  blended  in  the  rounding  out 
of  his  nature,  for  he  unites  the  refinements  of  life  with  the  sterner  quali¬ 
ties  of  manhood.  He  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and 
few  men  outside  of  public  life  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  section  are  any 
better  known.  Mr.  Porter’s  residence  is  at  378  Goundry  street,  North 
Tonawanda,  while  his  summer  residence,  “Stonelea,”  is  at  Narragansett 
Pier,  Rhode  Island. 


HOWARD  R.  STURTEVANT 

Howard  R.  Sturtevant,  one  of  the  recognized  leaders  in  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  of  Buffalo  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Rann,  Vaug¬ 
han,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  with  offices  at  1815  Liberty  Bank  building.  He 
has  gained  a  notable  reputation  as  a  representative  of  the  bar,  especially 
as  a  counsellor  for  railroad  corporations.  His  professional  career  has  been 
characterized  by  high  ethical  procedure,  and  invariable  success  in  the  liti¬ 
gation  which  has  been  assigned  to  him  by  his  wide  clientele.  Moreover 
he  is  a  most  acceptable  type  of  public-spirited  citizen  in  this  community. 

Howard  R.  Sturtevant  was  born  at  Theresa,  Jefferson  county,  New 
York,  July  24,  1877,  a  son  of  Dr.  J.  R.  and  Clara  (Cheesman)  Sturtevant. 
The  father,  who  was  born  at  Hudson  Falls,  New  York,  May  1,  1847,  and 
now  resides  at  Theresa,  graduated  in  medicine  at  Albany  Medical  Col¬ 
lege,  and  in  1871  arrived  at  Theresa  on  the  first  train  operated  on  the 
Utica  &  Black  River  Railroad.  During  the  many  years  since  this  time, 
he  has  practiced  there,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  specialized  in  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  eye.  The  Doctor  is  prominent  in  Masonry,  and  for  many 
years  was  high  priest  in  the  chapter.  He  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  Howard  R.  Sturte- 
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vant  were  Peter  and  Laura  (Howard)  Sturtevant.  Peter  Sturtevant, 
who  was  born  and  died  at  Hudson  Falls,  was  a  large  land  owner,  as  were 
his  brothers.  His  father,  James  Sturtevant,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  Peter  Sturtevant’s  wife  was  born  in  New  York  state,  and 
died  at  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  county.  The  mother  of  Howard  R.  Sturte¬ 
vant  was  a  daughter  of  B.  Palmer  and  Lois  (Parmenter)  Cheesman,  who 
were  residents  of  Theresa,  New  York,  where  Mrs.  Sturtevant’s  paternal 
grandfather  was  among  the  very  first  white  settlers. 

Howard  R.  Sturtevant  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Theresa, 
and  attended  the  Potsdam  Normal  School.  He  pursued  his  legal  studies 
at  the  Albany  Law  School,  graduating  therefrom  in  1903,  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  the  same  year.  For  nine  years  he  practiced  at  Gouver- 
neur,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  then  for  a  time  was  assistant 
counsel  to  the  state  tax  commissioner  at  Albany.  He  next  came  to  Buffalo 
and  became  associated  with  Maurice  C.  Spratt,  attorney  for  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad,  and  later  he  was  appointed  land  and  tax  agent 
for  the  New  York  Central  at  Buffalo,  which  position  he  held  for  about  two 
years,  then  for  a  time  filled  a  similar  position  for  the  New  York  Central 
at  New  York  city.  At  the  expiration  of  his  service  in  the  eastern  metrop¬ 
olis  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  on  January  1,  1924,  became  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Rann,  Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  which  is  local 
counsel  for  the  New  York  Central  Railroad.  Mr.  Sturtevant  was  also 
special  valuation  attorney  for  the  New  York  Central  lines. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  was  married  October  23,  1906,  at  Fort  Ann,  New  York, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Underhill,  who  was  born  at  Fort  Ann,  a  daughter  of 
George  A.  and  Lucy  (Hall)  Underhill,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Mrs.  Sturtevant  graduated  at  Fort  Ann  high  school,  and  at  Syracuse 
University.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturtevant  have  one  daughter,  Virginia,  born 
July  12,  1917.  The  family  residence  is  at  335  Lincoln  parkway. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  is  a  republican  in  political  views,  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association, 
and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 


CHARLES  A.  GOLTZ 

Foremost  among  the  painting  contractors  of  Buffalo,  is  Charles  A. 
Goltz  who  is  the  president  of  Charles  A.  Goltz.  &  Son,  Inc.,  at  505  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue.  His  unsurpassed  decorative  work  is  seen  in  many  of  the 
finest  residences  and  most  important  buildings  of  the  city.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  one  of  the  most  substantial  German  families  of  Buffalo  that  have 
contributed  so  much  to  the  development  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr. 
Goltz  was  born  here,  July  4,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  August  and 
Anna  (Feyl)  Goltz,  the  latter  surviving  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years 
(1931). 

August  Goltz,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  Buffalo  when  he  was  eight 
years  old,  accompanied  by  friends.  Here  he  was  reared  by  two  older 
sisters,  who  had  preceded  him  to  the  United  States.  He  gained  a  very 
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limited  education,  however,  and  early  in  his  youth  went  to  work  for 
the  firm  of  Miller  &  Griner,  wholesale  grocers.  He  later  became  a  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  for  this  company,  and  while  in  their  employ  he  died,  then 
in  his  forty-ninth  year.  His  wife,  who  was  Anna  Feyl,  came  to  Buffalo 
from  Germany  with  her  parents,  Florian  and  Anna  Feyl,  when  she  was 
seven  years  old,  and  married  Mr.  Goltz  in  1871.  She  now  resides  at 
Buffalo  with  her  son,  Alexander.  Four  sons  were  born  'to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goltz.  Arthur,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo  in  1872,  and  is  identified  with 
the  Eagle  Pitcher  Lead  Works  as  sales  manager,  married  Jessie  Lee,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  daughters:  Anita,  the  wife  of  Walter  Wilson,  a 
member  of  the  Harry  Crooker  Company,  brick  manufacturers  of  Buffalo ; 
and  Hilda,  who  resides  at  home.  Walter  Goltz  was  born  at  Buffalo  in 
1875,  and  is  an  artist  of  international  fame.  He  resides  at  Woodstock, 
Ulster  county,  New  York,  where  he  has  conducted  an  art  school  for  thirty 
years.  He  won  third  prize  at  the  Sesqui-Centennial  Exposition  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  where  fifteen  hundred  artists  from  all  over  the  world  exhibited. 
Alexander  Goltz  was  born  at  Buffalo  in  1882,  and  for  many  years  has 
worked  for  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo. 

Charles  A.  Goltz,  the  other  son  of  this  family,  received  a  public  school 
and  business  college  education,  after  which  he  learned  the  painting  and 
decorating  trade  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  remaining  with  him  for 
eighteen  years,  and  succeeding  him  in  the  business,  which  was  conducted 
for  fifteen  years  at  598  Oak  street.  In  1918  he  acquired  an  interest  in 
the  F.  T.  Coppins  Company,  at  681  Main  street,  and  was  president  for 
seven  years.  In  1926  he  bought  out  the  painting  contracting  department 
of  the  F.  T.  Coppins  Company,  and  moved  his  office  to  505  Delaware 
avenue.  The  business  is  conducted  under  the  name  of  Charles  A.  Goltz  & 
Son,  Inc.  They  have  had  painting  contracts  for  many  of  the  finest  build¬ 
ings,  banks,  clubs  and  residences  of  Buffalo,  including  the  Buffalo  His¬ 
torical  Society  building,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  building,  the  Park 
Club  building,  the  Saturn  Club  building,  the  Walbridge  building,  new 
Victor  building,  Baker-Truby  building,  Vars  building,  O’Brien  building, 
and  Potter  building. 

Charles  A.  Goltz  is  a  member  of  Queen  City  Lodge,  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  Buffalo 
Consistory.  He  is  a  past  grand  of  Omega  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Optimist  Club,  while  for  the  past  nine  years  he  has  served 
as  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Builders  Exchange. 

Charles  A.  Goltz  was  married  May  14,  1902,  to  Lillian  Beierlein,  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Beierlein,  the  father 
having  been  a  pioneer  Buffalo  grocer,  having  his  store  at  the  corner  of 
William  street  and  Michigan  avenue  for  fifty  years.  For  many  years  he 
was  also  vice  president  of  the  old  Cooperative  Brewery.  Both  parents 
of  Mrs.  Goltz  are  now  deceased.  Their  children  were  Albert,  Frank, 
Henry,  William,  Carrie  and  Lillian.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goltz  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Walter  Goltz,  born  October  19,  1903,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  vice  president  of 
Charles  A.  Goltz  &  Son,  Inc.  He  married  Mildred  Neff,  of  Buffalo,  and 
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they  have  one  daughter,  Carol  Ann,  born  December  2,  1930.  Walter  Goltz 
is  a  member  of  Queen  City  Lodge,  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M.  Elsa  Goltz,  born 
April  4,  1908,  graduated  from  the  normal  school  and  from  Girard  Col¬ 
lege,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  She  married  Harland  Milks,  of  Elli- 
cottville,  New  York,  May  14,  1927,  and  they  have  two  children:  Janette, 
born  June  30,  1928,  and  Charles,  born  April  19,  1930.  Mr.  Milks  is  a  teller 
in  a  branch  of  the  M.  &  T.  Bank  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goltz  reside 
at  835  Humboldt  parkway. 


DEXTER  PHELPS  RUMSEY 

Dexter  P.  Rumsey,  president  of  Dexter  P.  Rumsey  &  Co.,  Inc.,  is  not 
only  one  of  Buffalo’s  foremost  realtors,  but  one  of  the  city’s  prominent 
men  of  affairs,  whose  varied  interests  and  activities  affect  its  banking, 
commercial,  industrial  and  civic  life.  He  is  a  native  son,  his  birth  having 
occurred  on  August  31,  1893,  his  parents  being  Dexter  P.  and  Susan 
(Fiske)  Rumsey. 

This  Rumsey  family  has  been  identified  with  the  business  interests  of 
Buffalo  for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  and  was  established  in  this  city 
by  Aaron  Rumsey,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 
Aaron  Rumsey  was  born  May  6,  1797,  in  Hubbardton,  Vermont,  was  a 
tanner  and  currier  by  trade,  and  when  a  young  man  settled  in  Warsaw, 
New  York,  where  in  1819  he  married  Miss  Sophia  Phelps.  About  1825, 
he  removed  to  Westfield,  New  York,  and  a  few  years  later  established  his 
home  in  Buffalo.  He  owned  and  operated  several  tanneries,  later  forming 
the  firm  of  A.  Rumsey  &  Company,  into  which  his  sons  Bronson  C.  and 
Dexter  P.  were  admitted.  This  firm  became  one  of  the  best  known  in  the 
leather  business,  in  this  section  of  the  country,  being  finally  absorbed  by 
the  United  States  Leather  Company. 

Dexter  P.  Rumsey  was  the  4th  child  of  Aaron  and  Sophia  (Phelps) 
Rumsey,  and  was  born  in  Westfield,  New  York,  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1827.  He  was  but  a  boy  when  his  parents  removed  to  Buffalo,  and  his 
schooling,  begun  in  Westfield,  was  completed  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
city.  He  began  his  business  career  with  his  father  and  brother  Bron¬ 
son  C.,  subsequently  became  a  partner  with  them,  in  A.  Rumsey  &  Com¬ 
pany,  leather  manufacturers  and  dealers.  He  remained  in  this  business, 
which  had  a  long  and  successful  record,  until  it  was  sold  out  to  the  United 
States  Leather  Company,  at  which  time  he  retired.  He  had  always  been 
interested  in  real  estate  and  after  severing  his  connection  with  the  leather 
business  found  time  to  give  attention  to  holdings  he  had  accumulated  from 
time  to  time.  He  had  implicit  confidence  in  Buffalo’s  future,  and  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue  frontage  always  appealed  to  him  as  the  ideal  residential 
property.  He  built  his  home  on  that  avenue  and  acquired  extensive  hold¬ 
ings  in  that  section  which  became  very  valuable.  Among  his  various  other 
interests  Mr.  Rumsey  was  a  trustee  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  a  former  president  of  that  organ- 


DEXTER  P.  RUMSEY 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


133 


ization,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  His  church 
membership  was  with  the  Trinity  Protestant  Episcopal  and  his  support  of 
church  and  city  charities  was  liberal.  Mr.  Rumsey’s  death  occurred  at  his 
residence  on  Delaware  avenue,  April  5,  1906.  He  was  survived  by  his 
widow,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Susan  Fiske,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Charlotte  Fiske.  Frank  Fiske  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  for  many  years  was  engaged 
in  the  grain  business  in  Buffalo,  where  both  he  and  wife  passed  away. 

Dexter  P.  Rumsey,  the  subject  of  this  review,  graduated  from  the 
Nichols  School  of  Buffalo  in  1912,  then  entered  Harvard  University  and 
received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  that  institution  with  the  class 
of  1916.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law 
School,  but  after  one  year  gave  up  his  studies  there  to  serve  with  the  mili¬ 
tary  forces  of  the  United  States  on  the  Mexican  border.  He  went  as  a 
corporal  in  Troop  I,  but  was  later  transferred  to  Madison  Barracks,  where 
he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant.  He  sailed  overseas  with  the  Eighty- 
fifth  Division,  with  the  rank  of  captain  of  field  artillery,  and  remained  in 
France  for  nine  months,  being  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at 
Camp  Upton. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  Buffalo,  Mr.  Rumsey  became  associated 
with  O’Brian,  Potter  &  Stafford,  in  the  investment  security  business  and 
for  two  years  remained  in  that  connection.  In  company  with  Adrian 
Smith,  he  then  organized  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business  of  Dexter 
P.  Rumsey  &  Co.,  Inc.,  with  offices  at  61  Niagara  street.  The  growth 
and  development  of  this  business  has  been  rapid  and  substantial,  ranking 
it  with  the  leading  houses  of  its  line  in  Buffalo,  and  the  corporation  has  a 
very  high  class  clientele. 

Mr.  Rumsey  also  has  various  other  interests,  being  a  director  of  the 
Marine  Midland  Corporation,  director  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank,  director  of  the  Abstract  Title  & 
Mortgage  Corporation,  director  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Buffalo  City  Cemetery  Association.  Appreciative  of  the  social 
amenities  of  life,  Mr.  Rumsey  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
of  which  he  is  a  director.  He  is  also  first  vice  president  of  the  Millard 
Fillmore  Hospital.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  republican  and  his  recrea¬ 
tional  diversions  are  chiefly  tennis  and  boating. 

On  May  30,  1916,  Mr.  Rumsey  was  married  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Mar¬ 
garet  Adam  Ramsdell,  who  was  born  here,  a  daughter  of  William  M.  and 
Margaret  (Adam)  Ramsdell.  Her  father,  now  retired,  was  the  publisher 
of  the  Buffalo  Express.  He  is  a  native  of  this  city,  while  his  wife  is  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  a  sister  of  R.  B.  Adam,  a  prominent  merchant  of 
Buffalo.  Mrs.  Rumsey  is  a  graduate  of  the  Franklin  School  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Farmington  School,  of  Farmington,  Connecticut.  She  is  a  director 
of  the  Garret  Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rumsey  have  three  sons  and  a  daughter:  Dexter  J.,  Jr., 
Douglas,  Donald  and  Margaret.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  71  Middle¬ 
sex  road. 


ROSWELL  PARK,  M.  D.,  M.  A.,  LL.  D. 

Dr.  Park’s  life  was  so  full  and  rich,  his  accomplishments  so  large  and 
many  that  his  record  will  ever  remain  an  example  of  usefulness,  yet  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  numerous  enterprises,  planned  for  the  future  of 
Buffalo’s  University,  hospital  and  city,  were  uncompleted  because  of  his 
lack  of  strength  and  time  to  carry  them  forward.  The  citizens  of  Buffalo 
owe  to  his  memory  the  fulfillment  of  his  plans.  At  a  meeting  held  by  the 
Council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  February  16,  1914,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted : 

“By  the  sudden  death  of  Roswell  Park,  M.  D.,  M.  A.,  LL.  D.,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  loses  far  more  than  can  adequately  be  expressed  in  the 
words  of  a  brief,  formal  appreciation,  such  as  this  tribute  of  respect 
must  be.  It  is  not  for  us  so  much  to  measure  Dr.  Park’s  high  service  in 
this  community  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  as  a  versatile  yet  profound 
toiler  in  scientific  research,  or  as  a  writer  whose  world-wide  fame  has  con¬ 
ferred  distinction  upon  the  home  of  his  adoption,  as  to  recognize  and 
declare  the  great  debt  the  University  of  Buffalo  owes  him  as  its  loyal 
and  generous  friend  and  as  its  constant  and  tireless  champion.  He  shared 
our  vicissitudes  and  aspirations  for  thirty  years,  and  he  lived  to  be  able  to 
say,  as  he  did  to  this  Council  twelve  hours  before  his  death,  that  he 
rejoiced  in  the  signs  of  an  early  consummation  of  the  long-cherished 
hopes  of  the  University’s  steadfast  friends.” 

Dr.  Park  was  of  the  ninth  generation  in  New  England,  of  an  ancient 
family  that  went  into  England  with  “the  Conqueror.”  Sir  Robert  Parke 
was  the  first  of  the  family  in  New  England,  going  to  Massachusetts  in 
1630,  but  soon  afterward  moved  to  Connecticut.  Other  of  Dr.  Park’s  an¬ 
cestors  were  Elder  Brewster,  of  the  Mayflower ;  Henry  Baldwin,  and 
Colonel  Loammi  Baldwin,  a  personal  friend  of  Count  Rumford.  Six  gen¬ 
erations  of  the  Park  family  have  had  a  Roswell,  and  the  grandson  of 
Dr.  Park  is  the  eighth  to  bear  this  name.  The  church,  the  academy,  and 
the  army  have  chiefly  engaged  the  Parks  through  several  generations,  and 
all  three  of  these  callings  entered  into  the  life  work  of  Rev.  Roswell  Park, 
D.  D.,  father  of  Dr.  Park,  of  this  review. 

Rev.  Roswell  Park  was  a  graduate  of  the  military  academy  at  West 
Point,  1831,  and  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  A.  B.  He  was  lieutenant 
in  the  engineer  corps  of  the  army,  but  in  1836  he  resigned,  and  became 
professor  of  chemistry  and  natural  philosophy  at  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Later  he  studied  theology,  and  resigned  his  professorship  to 
take  holy  orders,  becoming  a  priest  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
He  served  for  some  years  as  rector  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  and  after  a 
sojourn  in  Europe,  took  up  his  residence  in  Racine,  Wisconsin,  where  in 
1852  he  founded  Racine  College,  and  was  its  president  from  its  founding 
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until  1859.  From  1856  until  1863  he  was  rector  of  St.  Luke’s  Church  in 
Racine,  then  removed  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  as  head  of  Immanuel  Hall, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years. 
He  married  Mary  Brewster  Baldwin,  who  died  in  1854,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  Dr.  Roswell  Park,  one  of  America’s  most  famous  surgeons, 
and  the  principal  character  of  this  review. 

Dr.  Roswell  Park  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Connecticut,  May  4,  1852, 
and  died  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  February  15,  1914.  He  was 
educated  in  private  schools  at  Pomfret;  in  the  grammar  school  connected 
with  Racine  College,  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  at  Immanuel  Hall,  Chicago; 
also  at  Racine  College,  receiving  his  B.  A.  in  1872  and  M.  A.  in  1875.  For 
one  year  after  graduation  from  Racine  College,  he  taught  at  Immanuel 
Hall,  Chicago,  then  entered  the  medical  department  of  Northwestern  Uni¬ 
versity,  whence  he  was  graduated  M.  D.,  class  of  1876.  He  was  interne 
and  house  physician  to  Cook  County  Hospital,  and  devoted  his  remaining 
available  time  to  visiting  other  hospitals  and  work  in  morbid  anatomy. 
In  1879  he  was  appointed  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the  Women’s  Med¬ 
ical  College  of  Chicago,  and  in  1880  became  adjunct  professor  of  anatomy 
in  the  medical  department  of  Northwestern  University.  In  1882  he  re¬ 
signed  to  study  in  Europe,  and  upon  his  return  from  visiting  the  hospitals 
of  Germany,  France  and  Austria,  accepted  appointment  as  lecturer  on 
surgery  in  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago,  and  attending  surgeon  at  the 
Michael  Reese  Hospital.  In  1892  Lake  Forest  University  bestowed  upon 
him  an  honorary  M.  D.  On  June  23,  1883,  Dr.  Park  came  to  the  University 
of  Buffalo  as  professor  of  surgery,  and  soon  thereafter  was  appointed 
surgeon  to  Buffalo  General  Hospital.  His  fame  had  gone  abroad,  and  he 
received  many  flattering  offers  of  high  position  in  other  cities,  but  he  was 
loyal  to  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  declined  all  of  these  honors.  He 
accepted  an  invitation  to  lecture  at  the  Army  Medical  School  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  having  been  appointed  honorary  professor  of  surgery  to  that  insti¬ 
tution,  and  he  served  by  appointment  of  President  Roosevelt  as  one  of  the 
board  of  visitors  at  West  Point  Military  Academy.  When  the  Medical 
Reserve  Corps  was  formed,  he  was  one  of  the  first  surgeons  to  receive 
appointment  in  this  branch  of  the  army,  and  as  yet  has  been  the  only  man 
to  serve  as  surgeon-in-chief  to  Buffalo  General  Hospital.  There  was  one 
great  aim  of  his  life  which  he  never  achieved ;  that  was  to  know  the  nature 
of  cancer,  and  though  he  strove  hard  to  attain  it,  he  was  fated  not  to 
realize  his  ambition.  His  interest  in  this,  however,  led  to  the  establish¬ 
ment,  first  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  of  the  Gratwick  Laboratory,  which 
became,  in  1911,  the  New  York  State  Laboratory  and  Hospital  for  the 
Study  of  Malignant  Diseases. 

In  1892,  in  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Park  delivered  the  Mutter  lectures  on 
‘'Surgical  Pathology,”  which  were  published  as  a  volume,  a  contribution  of 
lasting  importance  to  the  profession.  In  1895  he  published  a  work  of 
three  hundred  pages  on  the  “Surgery  of  the  Head  and  Brain,”  and  in  1897 
a  text-book  on  the  “History  of  Medicine,”  based  on  lectures  delivered  dur¬ 
ing  1893  in  the  University  of  Buffalo.  He  was  the  editor  and  principal 
contributor  to  a  two-volume  text-book,  “Surgery  by  American  Authors,” 
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1896,  which  ran  through  three  editions,  and  soon  afterward  published  a 
large  text-book,  his  magnum  opus,  on  “General  Surgery.”  He  wrote  a 
great  deal  for  encyclopedias  of  surgery,  pathology  and  therapeutics,  and 
contributed  extensively  to  current  medical  literature.  Some  of  the  best 
of  his  shorter  essays,  philosophic  and  historic  in  nature,  are  to  be  found 
in  his  book,  “The  Evil  Eye  and  Other  Essays”  (1913,  with  a  second  edi¬ 
tion  in  1914).  In  1901  when  the  Pan-American  Exposition  at  Buffalo  was 
held  Dr.  Park  was  made  director  of  its  sanitation,  its  hospital  and  its 
medical  staff.  The  International  Congress  on  School  Hygiene  convened 
in  Buffalo  in  the  summer  of  1913,  Dr.  Park  being  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  arrangements.  He  was  president  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York;  president  of  the  American  Surgical  Association;  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  French  Society  of  Surgery,  the  German  Congress  of  Surgeons, 
the  Italian  Surgical  Society,  and  other  foreign  associations,  and  also  was 
chairman  of  the  American  committee  of  the  International  Society  of  Sur¬ 
gery.  In  1895  he  received  from  Harvard  University  the  honorary  degree 
of  M.  A.,  and  in  1902  Yale  University  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
LL.  D.  He  was  brigade  surgeon  of  the  New  York  National  Guard,  hold¬ 
ing  the  rank  of  major. 

Dr.  Park  married,  in  1880,  Martha  Prudence  Durkee,  of  Chicago, 
Illinois,  who  died  in  1899.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Park  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons:  Roswell  (VII),  of  Buffalo;  and  Julian,  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  of  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

(From  “Municipality  of  Buffalo,  A  History,” — Lewis  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  1923) . 


JACOB  FREDERICK  SCHOELLKOPF 

Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf,  a  native  son  of  Buffalo  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  honored  families  of  western  New 
York,  was  president  and  a  director  of  the  investment  banking  firm  of 
Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy,  which  he  organized  in  1919,  until  his 
retirement  in  August,  1930,  being  succeeded  by  his  son,  J.  F.  Jr.  Mr. 
Schoellkopf  was  born  February  27,  1858,  a  son  of  Jacob  Friedrich  and 
Christiane  Sophie  (Diirr)  Schoellkopf.  The  family  has  a  coat  of  arms: 
blue,  a  beardless  blond  (golden)  curly  head  with  silver  collar;  the  head 
rising  from  the  silver  blue  mantle  on  the  helmet.  The  oldest  known  bearer 
of  this  name  is  one  Conrad  Schoellkopf  at  Esslingen,  Germany.  He 
appears  in  Latin  legal  documents  in  1229,  1232,  1238,  1241  as  a  witness 
and  in  1232  is  designated  as  “iudex  civitatis”  (one  of  the  twelve  judges), 
and  in  1238  as  “scultetus”  (the  chief  justice,  officially  appointed  by  royal 
decree,  and  who  lived  in  the  castle  at  Esslingen).  The  present  Schoell¬ 
kopf  family  had  its  origin  in  Geislingen  in  1415  and  the  line  of  descent  is 
traceable  without  interruptions  up  to  the  present  time. 

Gottlieb  Heinrich  Schoellkopf,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Schoell¬ 
kopf  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Kirchheim,  Germany,  October  8,  1779,  and 
passed  away  December  8,  1860,  aged  eighty-one  years  and  two  months. 
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To  him  and  his  second  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Christine 
Margarete  Majer,  were  born  thirteen  children,  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth 
being  Jacob  Friedrich  Schoellkopf,  a  native  of  Kirchheim,  Germany,  born 
November  15,  1819.  The  latter  learned  the  tanning  trade  with  his  father, 
was  for  two  years  in  a  mercantile  business  and  then  emigrated  to  America 
in  a  sailing  vessel.  After  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks,  he  arrived  at  New  York 
in  January,  1842.  Here  he  followed  his  trade  at  first  and  in  1844  settled 
in  Buffalo,  where  he  established  a  leather  business  with  a  small  capital 
borrowed  from  his  father.  In  1848  he  established  a  tannery  in  Milwaukee, 
in  1851  at  Chicago,  in  1853  at  North  Evans,  in  1864  at  Sheffield  and  in 
addition  thereto  a  mill  at  Buffalo  in  1857.  Already  he  was  one  of  the 
largest  employers  of  Buffalo,  giving  thousands  opportunities  for  work, 
when  in  1877  with  courageous  farsightedness  he  purchased  at  auction,  for 
seventy-three  thousand  dollars,  the  “hydraulic  canal,”  which  led  through 
the  town  of  Niagara  and  had  already  absorbed  over  a  million  dollars.  He 
erected  a  plant  here  to  utilize  the  water-power  and  organized  the  Niagara 
Falls  Hydraulic  Power  Company  with  a  capital  of  half  a  million  dollars. 
Then  came  the  epoch  making  year  of  1881,  in  which  the  first  dynamo  was 
installed.  Since  that  time  the  name  of  Schoellkopf  has  been  connected 
with  the  development  of  the  largest  hydraulic  power  works  in  the  world, 
producing  today  more  than  half  a  million  horse-power  annually.  We 
quote  from  The  Story  of  Niagara  Falls:  “In  1877  Jacob  F.  Schoellkopf, 
one  of  the  big  business  men  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  purchased  the  canal 
property  (Niagara  Falls)  and  in  1878  formed  a  new  company  with  the 
title,  The  Niagara  Falls  Hydraulic  Power  and  Manufacturing  Company. 
A  new  flour  mill  was  constructed  at  the  top  of  the  cliff,  known  as  the 
Schoellkopf-Mathews  Mill.  This  was  equipped  with  nine  hundred  horse¬ 
power,  secured  from  big  wooden  wheels,  which  soon  were  replaced  with 
iron.  The  water  was  used  under  a  fifty-foot  head.  The  wheels  were  nine 
feet  in  diameter,  placed  at  the  bottom  of  iron  flumes,  and  these  were  the 
first  iron  penstocks  used  at  Niagara  Falls.  A  little  later  it  was  found 
that  a  larger  drop  of  the  water  produced  more  power,  and  the  Central 
Milling  Company  built  a  flour  mill,  using  a  head  of  eighty-six  feet.  In 
1881  The  Niagara  Falls  Hydraulic  Power  and  Manufacturing  Company 
installed  dynamos,  and  electricity  for  the  first  time  was  supplied  to  several 
companies  in  the  vicinity  and  for  the  lighting  of  the  city.  These  com¬ 
panies  were  all  prosperous  and  the  successful  use  of  water-power  for 
producing  electricity  in  a  practical  way  was  demonstrated  to  the  business 
world.  The  first  wheels  put  in  were  smashed  to  pieces  by  the  fall  of  the 
water.  It  was  only  after  considerable  experiment  that  wheels  were  made 
strong  enough  to  withstand  the  concussion  of  a  vast  amount  of  water 
falling  on  them.  Pits  were  dug  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  to  depths  of  from 
twenty-five  to  ninety  feet.  Turbines  were  located  at  the  bottom  of  these 
pits  and  the  water  fell  to  the  gorge  below.”  With  the  production  of  power, 
the  foundation  was  laid  for  the  development  of  the  industry  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  territory  and  for  the  cities  of  Niagara  Falls  and  Buffalo.  For 
this  reason  a  certain  American  designates  J.  F.  Schoellkopf  “one  of  the 
world’s  greatest  workers  and  one  of  the  builders  of  America.”  The  third 
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generation  of  his  descendants  is  now  directing  the  plant  which  his  mind 
created.  In  1918  it  was  merged  with  the  Power  Company  under  the 
supervision  and  direction  of  the  owners  of  the  Hydraulic  Power  Company. 
Thereafter  it  was  called  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  Company.  This  under¬ 
taking  has  since  1925  been  consolidated  with  the  Niagara,  Lockport  & 
Ontario  Power  Company  and  the  Buffalo  General  Electric  Company  and 
Tonawanda  Power  Company  and  is  now  called  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  & 
Eastern  Power  Company,  one  of  the  largest  corporations  in  North 
America  producing  and  distributing  power.  J.  F.  Schoellkopf  was  presi¬ 
dent  until  his  death  of  this,  his  far-reaching  creation.  Aside  from  this  he 
was  vice  president  and  a  director  of  several  banks  and  vice  president  of 
the  Buffalo,  New  York,  Philadelphia  Railway  Corporation.  In  1908  his 
fellow  citizens  honored  him  by  placing  a  memorial  tablet  on  the  bridge  at 
Niagara  Falls,  named  after  him.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  about  eighty 
years,  passing  away  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  September  15,  1899. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1848,  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  Jacob 
Friedrich  Schoellkopf  was  married  to  Christiane  Sophie  Durr,  a  native  of 
Kirchheim,  Germany,  born  December  2,  1827,  and  a  daughter  of  Ludwig 
Diirr,  a  master  baker  of  Kirchheim.  She  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
October  13,  1903,  having  survived  her  husband  for  four  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  as  follows :  Heinrich,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  December  2,  1848,  and  died  at  Miami,  Florida,  February  20, 
1880;  Emma,  who  was  born  in  1850  and  died  in  1851;  Albert,  who  was 
born  in  1852  and  died  the  same  year;  Hermann,  who  was  born  in  1853 
and  died  in  1854;  Louis,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo,  March  5,  1855,  and 
passed  away  July  21,  1901;  Arthur,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo,  June  13, 
1856,  and  died  at  Miami,  Florida,  February  3,  1913;  Jacob  Frederick, 
whose  name  introduces  this  review ;  Alfred  Paul,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo, 
July  1,  1860,  and  passed  away  October  12,  1901;  Charles  Phillip  Hugo, 
who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  6,  1862,  and  passed  away  in  New  York, 
February  24,  1928 ;  Anna,  who  was  born  in  1867  and  died  in  1869 ;  and 
Helen  Johanna  Marie,  who  was  born  April  14,  1870,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Hans  Schmidt,  codirector  in  the  Niagara  Falls  Works.  A  contemporary 
biographer  said :  “All  the  children  developed  the  same  remarkable  talent 
displayed  by  the  father  for  making  a  success  in  business,  and  they  and 
their  children  have  made  the  Schoellkopf  name  famous  all  over  the  United 
States  for  aniline  dyes  and  for  the  great  hydro-electrical  power  plants 
built  at  Niagara  Falls  .  .  .  Schoellkopf  Field  at  Ithaca  was  a  gift 

to  Cornell  University  of  the  seven  children  of  the  first  Jacob  F.  Schoell¬ 
kopf,  each  member  of  the  family  contributing  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
creating  it.  It  is  the  athletic  ground  of  Cornell  University  and  is  highly 
prized  by  the  institution  and  its  alumni  and  friends.  On  the  ground  has 
been  erected  a  memorial  by  a  friend  of  the  family  to  the  late  Henry  Jacob 
Schoellkopf,  son  of  Henry  (Heinrich)  Schoellkopf,  the  oldest  son  of  Jacob 
F.  Schoellkopf,  the  founder  of  the  family.” 

Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  article, 
acquired  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  continued 
his  studies  in  St.  Joseph’s  College  of  this  city,  while  subsequently  he  pur- 
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sued  chemistry  courses  in  the  technical  universities  of  Stuttgart  and 
Munich,  Germany.  In  the  year  1880,  in  Buffalo,  he  established  a  factory 
for  the  manufacture  of  dyestuffs,  the  first  plant  of  its  kind  in  America, 
from  which  in  1899  was  evolved  the  Schoellkopf  Aniline  &  Chemical 
Works.  This  was  the  pioneer  corporation  to  specialize  in  the  manufacture 
of  dyes  for  various  purposes  of  modern  manufacture  and  commerce,  and 
Mr.  Schoellkopf  was  made  its  president.  Following  its  merger  with  the 
National  Aniline  &  Chemical  Company,  in  1917,  he  continued  as  executive 
head  for  another  year  and  then  resigned.  He  then  devoted  himself  wholly 
to  the  development  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Works,  and  he  was  chairman  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  Company,  which  has 
a  capacity  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand,  four  hundred  horse¬ 
power,  including  three  units  of  seventy  thousand  horse-power  each.  In 
May,  1930,  he  declined  a  reelection  to  an  executive  position  in  the  Buffalo, 
Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Corporation.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Marine 
Trust  Company  of  Buffalo  and  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Foundation.  In 
1919  he  organized  the  investment  banking  firm  of  Schoellkopf,  Hutton  & 
Pomeroy,  of  which  he  was  president  until  August,  1930,  and  which  has 
had  a  very  successful  existence.  One  of  Mr.  Schoellkopf’s  pronounced 
characteristics  is  that  his  vision  has  never  been  bounded  by  the  exigencies 
of  the  moment.  This  has  led  him  into  extensive  undertakings  and  has 
brought  him  marked  prominence  in  business  and  financial  circles.  The 
elements  were  happily  blended  in  the  rounding  out  of  his  nature,  for  he 
unites  the  refinements  of  life  with  the  sterner  qualities  of  manhood  and 
his  labors  have  been  resultant  factors  in  practically  everything  that  he 
has  undertaken. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1882,  Mr.  Schoellkopf  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Wilma  Spring,  who  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  September 
14,  1861,  her  parents  being  Alexander  and  Maria  Friederike  (Kempter) 
Spring.  Her  father  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  August  18,  1829,  was  a  mer¬ 
chant  and  councilor  of  commerce  and  passed  away  April  5,  1914.  It  was 
on  the  18th  of  August,  1855,  that  he  wedded  Miss  Kempter,  who  was  born 
August  10,  1837,  and  died  May  26,  1904.  Their  children  were  five  in 
number,  namely :  Marie,  who  was  born  August  12,  1857,  and  became  the 
wife  of  Hermann  von  Rampacher,  who  in  1909  was  made  colonel  and 
commander  of  the  infantry  regiment  No.  120  at  Ulm,  Germany;  Emma, 
who  was  born  December  3,  1859,  and  died  January  30,  1886;  Wilma,  the 
wife  of  Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf;  Alexander  Gottlob  Heinrich,  who 
was  born  in  Stuttgart,  Germany,  October  21,  1864,  and  is  a  merchant  of 
that  place;  and  Christof  Heinrich,  who  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  November 
3,  1867,  and  is  also  engaged  in  merchandising.  The  Spring  family  traces 
its  descent  in  direct  line  back  to  Konrad  Spring,  born  at  Urach  in  Wiirt- 
temberg,  Germany,  about  1520,  and  has  the  following  coat  of  arms :  in 
silver,  a  man  clothed  in  blue  with  red  lapels,  and  a  gold  belt,  with  golden 
hair  and  beard,  holding  a  red  flower  with  a  green  stem  in  his  right  hand 
and  in  his  left  a  black  torch  containing  a  golden  red  fire;  the  man  rising 
from  the  silver  blue  mantle  on  the  helmet. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schoellkopf  are  the  parents  of  a  son  and  two  daughters, 
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the  eldest  of  the  family  being  Jacob  Frederick,  Jr.,  who  is  mentioned  at 
length  an  another  page  of  this  work.  Ruth  Wilma,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  30,  1899,  was  married  in  Lake  View,  Erie  county,  New  York,  June  27, 
1922,  to  Philip  Phillips,  more  extended  mention  of  whom  is  made  else¬ 
where.  Esther  Spring,  born  June  27,  1901,  was  married  February  27, 
1928,  in  Honolulu,  to  Ernest  Kramer,  one  of  the  most  prominent  stockmen 
of  Australia.  Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  republican  party  and  is  a  highly  esteemed  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Wanakah  Country  Club.  Though  he 
has  passed  the  seventy-second  milestone  on  life’s  journey,  Mr.  Schoellkopf 
is  still  an  active  and  influential  factor  in  the  world’s  work,  and  his  record 
constitutes  an  integral  chapter  in  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  country. 


FRANK  L.  SCHLAGER 

Frank  L.  Schlager  is  not  only  accredited  with  being  one  of  the  capable 
morticians  of  Buffalo,  but  is  also  widely  recognized  as  a  financial  execu¬ 
tive  and  business  man  of  exceeding  merit.  He  owns  and  conducts  the 
undertaking  business  known  as  Louis  Schlager  &  Son,  situated  at  674 
Broadway,  which  was  established  originally  by  his  father  thirty-six  years 
ago.  Mr.  Schlager  is  also  president  of  the  Lincoln  National  Bank  of 
Buffalo,  which  he  organized ;  is  president  of  the  H.  J.  Gradbody  Corpora¬ 
tion;  and  a  director  of  the  Kadee  Petroleum  Company  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Schlager  has  exhibited  uncommon  sagacity  in  the  conduct  of  his  business 
affairs,  and  has  profited  well  by  his  astute  management.  In  matters 
touching  upon  civic  and  social  questions,  his  attitude  has  consistently 
been  that  of  a  typical  public-spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Schlager  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  19,  1876,  a  son  of  Louis 
and  Veronica  (Frey)  Schlager.  His  father,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
July  13,  1846,  and  here  died  April  5,  1906,  was  associated  with  the  Buffalo 
Scale  Works  as  a  traveling  salesman  until  1893,  then  opened  an  under¬ 
taking  establishment  at  693  Broadway,  which  business  he  followed  very 
successfully  until  his  death.  He  was  a  democrat  and  served  for  a  number 
of  years  as  city  sealer  of  weights  and  measures.  His  religious  affiliation 
was  with  St.  Ann’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  was  a  sergeant  in  the 
Twelfth  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was 
twice  wounded  while  in  action.  Louis  Schlager  was  a  son  of  Frank 
and  Mary  Schlager,  both  natives  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  and  both  died  in 
Buffalo,  where  Frank  Schlager  was  a  retail  grocer.  Veronica  (Frey) 
Schlager  was  born  February  22,  1851  in  Buffalo,  and  died  here  March  4, 
1915.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Frey,  who  were 
born  in  Germany  and  died  at  Buffalo,  in  which  city  the  father  was  a  stone 
mason. 

Frank  L.  Schlager  attended  St.  Ann’s  parochial  school  at  Buffalo,  and 
the  Canisius  high  school.  Having  completed  his  studies,  he  became  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  firm  of  King  &  Eisle,  wholesale  jewelers,  in  their  material 
department,  remaining  with  them  for  five  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
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three  years,  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  undertaking  busi¬ 
ness,  and  in  1900  became  a  partner.  After  the  father’s  death,  Frank  L. 
Schlager  succeeded  to  the  full  control  of  the  business,  and  so  continues, 
maintaining  the  old  name  of  Louis  Schlager  &  Son.  His  is  one  of  the 
most  modernly  equipped  and  operated  undertaking  plants  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  In  1928  Mr.  Schlager  organized  the  Lincoln  National  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  and  has  been  the  president  from  its  inception  to  the  present. 
His  connection  with  other  corporations  is  previously  mentioned.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  democrat  and  for  three  and  a  half  years  he  served  as  Erie 
county  undertaker.  He  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Ann’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Buffalo,  and  holds  membership  with  the  Knights  of  St.  John; 
Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks;  the  Humboldt 
Club  of  Buffalo;  the  Boreal  Club;  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
and  the  American  Institute  of  Banking. 

Mr.  Schlager  was  married  April  24,  1900,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Schuler,  the  ceremony  having  been  solemnized  in  the  St.  Louis  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Mrs.  Schlager  is  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Magdalena 
Schuler  and  was  born  in  Buffalo,  where  her  parents  later  died.  Her  father 
and  mother  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  the  former  was  a  retail 
grocer.  Mrs.  Schlager  received  her  education  in  the  St.  Louis  parochial 
school  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  a  member  of  St.  Ann’s  parish.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schlager  have  become  the  parents  of  a  son  and  a  daughter,  namely:  Nor¬ 
man  L.  Schlager,  born  March  24,  1901,  and  educated  at  St.  Ann’s  and  St. 
Joseph’s  parochial  schools  of  Buffalo,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
undertaking  business.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Minich,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  a  son,  Frank  L.  Schlager  II,  born  May  28,  1927.  Marsela 
Laura  Schlager,  born  February  4,  1905,  was  educated  in  St.  Ann’s  paro¬ 
chial  school,  and  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 


GEORGE  HENRY  WRIGHT 

George  Henry  Wright  is  the  general  superintendent  of  the  Terminal 
plant  of  the  American  Radiator  Company  at  Buffalo,  having  become 
affiliated  first  with  this  organization  in  1916  as  foreman.  Previous  to 
this  time,  he  had  many  years  of  industrial  experience,  and  had  thoroughly 
demonstrated  his  talent  and  ability  in  manufacturing  and  in  the  conduct 
of  managerial  duties.  Mr.  Wright  is  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
his  birth  occurred  May  10,  1881,  his  parents  being  George  H.,  Sr.  and 
Cassie  J.  (Turner)  Wright.  The  father  was  born  at  Lockport,  New  York, 
and  died  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  July  25,  1930,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
He  was  an  expert  accountant,  and  for  many  years -was  associated  with 
the  Buffalo  Produce  Exchange,  in  the  Buffalo  Market.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  republican.  His 
wife  was  born  at  Gasport,  New  York,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  August  11, 
1930,  when  she  was  seventy-nine  years  old.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dewey 
Turner,  who  was  born  and  died  in  Lockport  and  who  was  a  farmer  and 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 
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George  H.  Wright,  Jr.  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Buffalo,  then  became  an  employee  of  the  McKinnon  Dash  Company  as 
an  office  boy,  and  for  twenty  years  remained  with  that  concern,  eventually 
attaining  the  position  of  manager.  He  was  next  associated  with  the 
varnish  manufacturing  firm  of  Pratt  &  Lambert  of  Buffalo,  for  four 
months,  after  which,  in  1916,  he. became  foreman  of  the  Terminal  plant 
of  the  American  Radiator  Company  at  2000  Elmwood  avenue,  Buffalo,  and 
is  now  general  superintendent. 

Mr.  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  Ontario  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  its  treasurer  and  on  the  official 
board.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Levant  Lodge,  No.  967 ;  Buffalo 
Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  and  Zuleika  Grotto. 
He  also  belongs  to  Mizpah  Lodge,  No.  518,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  International  Camp,  No.  131.  During  the  period  of  the 
nation’s  participation  in  the  World  war,  he  was  a  first  lieutenant  of  police 
reserves  in  the  thirteenth  precinct  at  Buffalo.  He  is  known  as  a  man 
very  devoted  to  home  life,  and  his  favorite  hobbies  are  the  raising  of 
flowers  and  of  chickens. 

On  September  12,  1904,  in  Buffalo,  Mr.  Wright  was  married  to  Addie 
De  Tamble,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  J.  and 
Anna  (Clyde)  De  Tamble.  The  father  was  born  in  Niagara  Falls  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was  superintendent  of  the  L.  &  I.  J.  White 
Company.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  survives  him,  residing 
in  this  city.  Mrs.  Wright  graduated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Ontario  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  three  children,  namely :  Raymond  G.,  born 
June  7,  1905,  is  a  graduate  of  Technical  high  school,  is  a  wood  pattern¬ 
maker  by  trade,  and  married  Edna  Emblidge  of  Buffalo ;  Glendora  A.,  born 
June  16,  1907,  now  a  teacher  in  the  Buffalo  public  schools,  graduated  at 
Technical  high  school,  and  the  Teachers’  Training  School  of  Buffalo,  and 
also  took  an  art  course  at  Fredonia;  Wesley  E.,  born  May  16,  1909, 
graduated  at  Technical  high  school. 


STUART  CARY  WELCH 

Since  the  year  1926,  Stuart  Cary  Welch  has  been  associated  with  the 
Buffalo  Times,  and  is  now  vice  president  and  assistant  business  manager 
of  this  important  newspaper.  Although  one  of  the  younger  citizens  of 
Buffalo,  he  had  an  interesting  and  eventful  career  prior  to  his  entrance 
into  the  journalistic  field,  and  has  manifested  his  natural  ability  and 
talents  in  a  number  of  occupations.  In  the  World  war,  he  performed  dis¬ 
tinguished  service  in  aviation  for  both  the  British  and  the  United  States 
governments.  In  club  life  of  his  residence  city,  and  in  the  various  civic 
movements  in  which  representative  citizens  are  concerned,  Mr.  Welch  has 
taken  an  active  part. 

A  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  occurred  here  August  7,  1895, 


he  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Cary  and  Jennie  Augusta  (Baker)  Welch.  The 
father  was  born  in  Buffalo,  and  died  in  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  in 
1927.  He  was  an  attorney  of  rank,  who  practiced  here,  and  later  in 
Manila.  He  was  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party,  and  a  member  of 
the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Cary,  Sr.  and 
Maria  (Meade)  Welch,  the  former’s  birth  and  death  occurring  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  likewise  was  an  attorney  of  note,  and  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war.  His  wife  was  born  at  Gorham,  Maine,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  His 
parents,  the  great-grandparents  of  Stuart  Cary  Welch,  were  Samuel  and 
Jane  (Gould)  Welch.  Samuel  Welch  was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  died  in 
Buffalo.  His  widow,  who  was  born  in  Gorham,  Maine,  September  20, 
1802,  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Asa  Meade,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1893,  when  she  was  ninety-one  years  of  age.  Jennie  Augusta  (Baker) 
Welch,  the  mother  of  S.  C.  Welch,  was  born  in  Warsaw,  New  York,  and  is 
now  residing  in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Milan  Baker,  who  was 
born  and  died  at  Warsaw,  where  he  practiced  medicine  during  his  entire 
active  career.  His  wife  was  born  at  Scottsville,  New  York,  and  died  here 
in  1906.  Mrs.  Jennie  Augusta  (Baker)  Welch  became  the  wife  of  George 
Ingraham  Seney  of  Buffalo  in  1915. 

Stuart  Cary  Welch  attended  Elmwood  School  and  public  school  No. 
16  at  Buffalo,  then  studied  in  Europe,  after  which  he  entered  St.  Paul’s 
School  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  and  there  graduated  in  1913.  He  then 
took  up  his  higher  studies  at  Harvard,  where  in  1917  he  received  his 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

After  his  graduation  from  Harvard,  Mr.  Welch  enlisted  in  the  aviation 
service,  and  was  in  training  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  at 
Cambridge.  He  was  then  sent  to  England,  where  he  was  placed  under  the 
instruction  of  the  British  at  Oxford,  after  which  he  was  sent  to  the 
front  lines  with  the  Two  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Squadron  of  the  Royal 
Air  Force,  with  which  he  remained  from  May  to  September,  1918.  He 
was  then  assigned  to  the  American  forces  as  instructor  at  the  Seventh 
Aviation  Instruction  Camp  at  Clermont-Ferrand  in  France,  remaining 
from  September  until  the  following  January.  Returning  to  the  United 
States,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Garden  City,  with  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant.  Mr.  Welch  received  notable  commendation  for  his  ser¬ 
vices  in  aviation,  having  been  mentioned  in  dispatches  by  Field  Marshal 
Sir  Douglas  Haig,  in  command  of  the  British  Army  in  France. 

Having  received  his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Welch 
entered  the  Harvard  School  of  Architecture,  and  in  1921  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Architecture.  He  then  returned  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  became  associated  with  the  architectural  firm  of  Bley  &  Lyman, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1926,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Buffalo  Times,  and  is  now  vice  president  and  assistant  business  manager 
of  this  publication.  Mr.  Welch  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  his 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church.  He  belongs  to  the 
Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  and 
Squash  Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences,  the  Harvard  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Embassy  Club  of 
New  York.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Albright  Art  Gallery. 
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At  Buffalo,  January  10,  1924,  Mr.  Welch  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Mack,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Norman  E.  and  Harriet 
(Taggart)  Mack.  Mrs.  Welch  received  her  education  in  private  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  of  Paris,  France.  She  is  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  and  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch  have  a 
daughter  and  a  son :  Harriet  Mack  Welch,  who  was  born  April  2,  1926, 
and  Stuart  Cary  Welch,  Jr.,  who  was  born  April  4,  1928.  The  family 
residence  is  at  75  Meadow  road. 


JOHN  T.  SMITH 

John  T.  Smith  has  for  over  forty  years  been  engaged  in  railroad  work 
at  Buffalo,  and  is  widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on 
freighting  and  shipping  in  western  New  York.  He  is  district  manager 
of  the  Trunk  Line  Freight  Inspection  Bureau,  also  agent  of  the  Buffalo 
Transit  Accounting  Bureau,  both  of  which  positions  are  testimonials  to 
his  extraordinary  ability  in  the  work  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Mr.  Smith 
also  has  been  prominent  in  civic  and  various  other  local  affairs,  and  is  an 
earnest  adherent  of  any  cause  which  he  considers  of  benefit  to  his  home 
community. 

The  birth  of  John  T.  Smith  occurred  at  Adair,  Limerick  county,  Ire¬ 
land,  November  18,  1861,  and  he  is  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Naughten) 
Smith,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  died  at  Buffalo  on  Sep¬ 
tember  28,  1885,  and  December  19,  1880,  respectively.  The  father  was 
fifty-eight  years  of  age  at  his  death,  and  his  wife  fifty-two.  James  Smith 
was  a  cattle  dealer  in  East  Buffalo,  was  a  democrat  in  politics,  and  a  com¬ 
municant  of  the  St.  Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

John  T.  Smith  graduated  from  public  school  No.  31  at  Buffalo,  and  in 
1881  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  St.  Bonaventure  College. 
He  then  served  in  the  United  States  Army  from  1882  to  1887,  having 
non-commissioned  rank,  and  attached  to  the  Twenty-third  United  States 
Infantry.  Having  received  his  honorable  discharge  from  military  service, 
Mr.  Smith  was  employed  by  the  Erie  Railroad  in  East  Buffalo  as  a  yard 
clerk  for  six  months.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad  as  a  way  bill  clerk  in  Buffalo,  and  so  remained  until 
June  1,  1889,  at  which  date  he  went  with  the  Trunk  Line  Freight  Inspec¬ 
tion  Bureau  as  rate  clerk  for  one  year,  then  was  chief  clerk  until  1920, 
when  he  was  appointed  district  manager,  which  place  he  now  fills. 

The  nature  of  the  work  in  which  Mr.  Smith  is  engaged  is  well  described 
in  the  following  quotation :  “The  Trunk  Line  Freight  Inspection  Bureau 
represents  all  the  railroads  leading  into  and  out  of  Buffalo,  acting  as  a 
controlling  factor  in  matters  of  rates  and  classification,  as  between  ship¬ 
pers  and  carriers.  They  carry  out  for  the  account  of  the  carriers  the  rules 
and  regulations  governing  all  transit  agreements.  They  collect  all  revenues 
involved,  rendering  an  account  to  individual  carriers  under  prescribed 
accounting  rules.  They  collect  between  $150,000  and  $200,000  per  week, 
which  they  deposit  in  local  banks  to  the  credit  of  the  individual  carriers.” 
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In  the  conduct  of  his  work,  Mr.  Smith  has  supervision  over  a  total  of 
eighty-six  men.  In  1918  the  Buffalo  Transit  Accounting  Bureau  was 
organized,  at  which  time  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  agent,  and  is  still  the 
incumbent. 

Nominally,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  democrat,  but  it  is  his  custom  to  vote  inde¬ 
pendently,  according  to  his  judgment  of  the  candidate  or  issue.  His  re¬ 
ligious  affiliation  is  with  St.  Bartholomew’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Corn  Exchange  of  Buffalo, 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Buffalo  Elks  Lodge,  No.  23,  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  the  Transportation  Club,  the  Central  Railway  Club 
of  Buffalo,  the  local  Freight  Agents’  Association,  and  the  Buffalo  District 
Freight  Committee.  During  the  World  war  Mr.  Smith  performed  the 
work  of  a  patriotic  citizen,  and  was  active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Red 
Cross  drives.  Mr.  Smith’s  principal  diversion  in  his  younger  life  was 
baseball,  and  now  it  is  bowling,  in  which  sport  he  takes  an  enthusiastic 
interest.  He  was  president  of  the  American  Bowling  Congress  in  1920 
and  1921.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American 
Bowling  Congress,  and  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Bowling  Association 
from  1908  to  1926. 

At  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan,  on  May  21,  1886,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  John  T.  Smith  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Costello,  who  was  a  native  of  Sault 
Ste.  Marie,  and  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Dillon)  Costello,  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  her  native  city,  and  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Bartholomew’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  become  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  as 
follows:  Thomas  J.,  a  civil  engineer  of  Buffalo  and  a  veteran  of  the 
World  war;  Maurice  J.,  who  is  park  manager  of  Portland,  Oregon,  and 
also  a  veteran  of  the  World  war;  J.  R.,  who  is  in  the  operating  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  at  Buffalo;  Robert  F.,  who  is  a 
traveling  salesman  of  Buffalo;  Eugene  W.,  who  is  associated  with  the 
Buffalo  Transit  Accounting  Bureau  of  Buffalo;  Albert  Cecil,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve;  John  T.,  Jr.,  who  is  employed  by  the  Rome  Wire  Works 
in  Buffalo;  Harold  J.,  who  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo; 
Edward  W.,  now  deceased,  who  was  associated  with  Armour  &  Company 
at  Chicago;  Leila  E.,  now  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph, 
and  teaching  at  the  Deaf  Mute  Institute;  Winifred  M.,  who  is  a  teacher 
in  the  Buffalo  public  schools;  and  Veronica  E.,  at  home.  Mr.  Smith’s  resi¬ 
dence  is  at  89  Warwick  avenue. 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  SPITZMILLER 

The  late  George  William  Spitzmiller  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Buffalo 
who  won  well  merited  distinction  as  a  representative  of  the  real  estate  and 
insurance  business  here.  Progressive  in  thought  and  action,  and  a  man 
of  far  vision,  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  developers  of  the  business  section 
of  Delaware  avenue,  foreseeing  the  time  when  that  thoroughfare  would 
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attain  its  present  commercial  importance.  He  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  March  25,  1867,  and  passed  away  April  24,  1924,  when  fifty-seven 
years  of  age,  his  death  occurring  at  Kobe,  Japan,  while  he  was  on  a  tour 
around  the  world.  His  parents,  August  and  Margaret  (Stengel)  Spitz- 
miller,  were  natives  of  Germany  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States  and  established  their  home  in  Buffalo,  where  the  father  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  business  as  a  hardware  merchant  of  Main  street. 

George  W.  Spitzmiller  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
in  a  business  college  of  his  native  city,  and  after  putting  aside  his  text¬ 
books  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  hardware  trade.  Soon 
afterward,  however,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  field,  later 
broadening  the  scope  of  his  operations  to  include  the  insurance  business, 
and  along  these  lines  he  continued  active  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  his  labors  being  rewarded  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  He 
saw  the  possibility  of  the  development  of  a  high-class  retail  section  in  the 
lower  end  of  Delaware  avenue,  one  of  Buffalo’s  choice  residential  thor¬ 
oughfares,  purchased  the  old  Gibson  Howard  property  and  erected  one 
of  the  first  stores  on  this  street.  He  also  bought  the  old  Bleistein  resi¬ 
dence,  together  with  the  land  at  Delaware  avenue  and  Chippewa  street, 
the  present  site  of  the  Jackson  building.  Mr.  Spitzmiller  hoped  to  make 
Delaware  avenue  another  “Fifth  Avenue  of  New  York”  and  its  steady 
development  was  largely  the  result  of  his  unwavering  faith  and  his  un¬ 
tiring  efforts.  He  was  officially  identified  with  the  insurance  corporation 
of  Deuel,  Lapey  &  Company  as  vice  president  and  also  gave  careful  super¬ 
vision  to  his  own  extensive  real  estate  holdings.  A  recognized  authority 
on  realty  values,  his  opinion  was  frequently  sought  and  he  negotiated 
many  important  transactions  that  enhanced  his  reputation  in  this  regard. 
For  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death  he  traveled  extensively  in  foreign 
lands,  and  there  were  few  points  of  interest  on  the  face  of  the  globe  with 
which  he  was  not  familiar.  Mr.  Spitzmiller  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  while  his  appreciation  for  the  social  amenities 
of  life  was  indicated  in  his  membership  connections  with  the  Buffalo  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the  Wanakah 
Club. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1900,  Mr.  Spitzmiller  was  married  to  Caroline 
Riebeling,  daughter  of  Adam  Henry  and  Caroline  (Niederlander)  Rie- 
beling,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  Adam  H.  Riebeling  was  for  many  years 
a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Volger  &  Riebeling,  whose  former 
store  site  on  Main  street  is  now  occupied  by  the  Liberty  Bank.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Spitzmiller  became  the  parents  of  three  children.  George  Edwin, 
who  attended  the  Nichols  School,  Phillips-Andover  Academy  and  Yale 
University  and  was  graduated  from  the  last  named  institution  in  1923, 
is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  Buffalo  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Wanakah  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Saturn  Club.  Carol 
is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Harrington  Booth,  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Buffalo  Forge  Company,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Carol  Frances. 
Mrs.  Booth  attended  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  Miss  Wright’s  School  at 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
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Club  and  the  Junior  League  and  is  a  director  on  the  junior  board  of  the  . 
Millard  Fillmore  Hospital.  Doris  Mary  married  Eugene  F.  McCarthy, 
treasurer  of  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Inc.  She  also  attended  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Seminary  and  Miss  Wright’s  School  at  Bryn  Mawr,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  Junior  League  and  the  junior  board 
of  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital.  Mrs.  Spitzmiller  has  membership  in 
the  Twentieth  Century  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  She  resides 
at  97  Lexington  avenue  and  her  summer  home  is  at  Wanakah. 


S.  FAY  CARR 

A  prominent  position  in  the  legal  circles  of  Buffalo  is  held  by  S.  Fay 
Carr,  who  has  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  this 
city  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Pavilion,  Genesee 
county,  New  York,  in  1878,  and  is  a  son  of  George  I.  and  Blanche  (Baker) 
Carr,  the  former  born  in  Pavilion,  New  York,  and  the  latter  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  The  first  members  of  the  Carr  family  to  migrate  to  this  country 
settled  in  Rhode  Island.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Eli  and  Jane 
(Carr)  Carr  and  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Charles  F.  and 
Susan  (Fay)  Baker.  Dr.  Warren  Fay,  father  of  Susan,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  in  1817  settled  in  Geneseo,  New  York,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  He  moved  from  there  to  Pavilion,  New  York,  where  he  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  His  son,  Thomas  Fay,  was 
one  of  Buffalo’s  distinguished  lawyers  of  an  early  day,  associated  in  prac¬ 
tice  with  Lanning  &  Bissell,  the  law  firm  of  which  Grover  Cleveland  was 
later  a  member.  Dr.  Charles  F.  Baker  was  born  near  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  his  mother  belonged  to  the  Hawes  family  that  settled  in  Mary¬ 
land  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  war.  Dr.  Baker  served  as  a  surgeon 
in  the  Confederate  Army  during  the  Civil  war,  and  afterward  located  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  became  well  and  favorably  known  in  medical 
circles. 

S.  Fay  Carr  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Le  Roy, 
New  York,  and  attended  Williams  College,  at  Williamstown,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
in  1901.  He  completed  his  education  in  the  law  school  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  winning  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1903.  On  his  admission 
to  the  bar  he  became  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Sprague,  Brownell 
&  Marcy,  and  later  became  a  partner.  This  is  one  of  the  strongest  and 
most  successful  law  firms  of  Buffalo.  In  addition  to  his  extensive  prac¬ 
tice,  he  has  lectured  on  corporation  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and 
he  is  a  director  of  the  Jacob  Dold  Packing  Company. 

Mr.  Carr  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Gail  Stevens,  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Ella  (Walker)  Stevens,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Carr  is  a  graduate  of  Smith  College  and  is  greatly  interested  in  social 
service  and  church  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr  are  the  parents  of  two 
children.  George  Walker,  born  in  Buffalo  in  1905,  graduated  from  Wil¬ 
liams  College  in  1927,  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  McHardy.  Janet 
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Loraine  is  a  graduate  of  Sweet  Briar  College.  The  family  residence  is  at 
60  Hodge  avenue,  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Carr  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New 
York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Williams  College  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Wanakah  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Williams  Alumni 
Association,  and  the  Delta  Upsilon  and  Delta  Chi  college  fraternities.  He 
is  an  attendant  at  St.  Paul’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  his  city  and  county,  being 
identified  with  various  organizations  for  the  civic  development  of  the  city. 


WILLIAM  E.  SHADDOCK 

William  E.  Shaddock,  conducting  an  extensive  heating  and  plumbing 
contracting  business  in  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  his  line 
now  active  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  has  been  awarded  many  of  the 
most  important  contracts  in  this  territory  during  his  career,  and  the 
fact  that  he  was  selected  to  install  the  heating  plant  in  the  fourteen  mil¬ 
lion  dollar  New  York  Central  Railroad  station  at  Buffalo,  and  the  one 
chosen  to  do  the  plumbing  work  in  the  Buffalo  city  hall,  is  obvious  proof 
of  his  recognized  ability  and  the  satisfaction  his  work  has  given.  Mr. 
Shaddock  is  ever  thorough  and  honorable  in  his  methods  and  fair  to  his 
employees,  and  as  a  citizen  of  Buffalo  he  has  been  active  in  many  things 
of  benefit  to  the  community.  He  has  taken  an  especial  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Parochial  Schools  Athletic  Association,  of  which  he  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Mr.  Shaddock  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  17,  1879,  a  son  of 
Thomas  Shaddock,  who  was  born  at  Kilkee,  Ireland,  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
September  5,  1884.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  superintendent  of 
grain  elevators  in  this  city.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  Bridget’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  democrat.  His  wife,  Mary 
(O’Connell)  Shaddock,  was  also  a  native  of  Kilkee,  Ireland,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  March  21,  1913. 

William  E.  Shaddock  graduated  from  St.  Bridget’s  parochial  school  in 
Buffalo,  then  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Candee  &  Smith,  plumb¬ 
ing  and  heating  contractors  of  this  city,  with  whom  he  learned  the  trade 
and  served  his  apprenticeship.  He  remained  in  this  connection  until 
1903  and  was  then  with  George  Irr  until  1910,  when  he  began  business 
for  himself  at  364  Elm  street,  Buffalo.  His  patronage  grew  as  his  ability 
became  known  in  the  city,  and  in  1921  he  purchased  the  property  at  295 
Oak  street,  where  he  now  conducts  his  heating  and  plumbing  business  un¬ 
der  his  own  name.  At  this  location,  his  display  room  and  office  are  on  the 
first  floor;  his  engineering  office  on  the  second  floor;  and  a  warehouse  is  in 
the  rear.  Mr.  Shaddock  has  done  some  notable  work  in  Buffalo  and  also 
in  other  places.  The  New  York  Central  station  and  Buffalo  city  hall  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  mentioned,  in  addition  to  which  he  had  contracts  for  the 
installation  of  the  heating  plant  in  the  Teachers’  College  at  Albany,  New 
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York;  the  power  house  at  Raybrook,  New  York;  the  plumbing  in  the 
Teachers’  College  group  at  Buffalo;  and  the  plumbing  for  the  infirmary 
and  hospital  at  Wende,  New  York.  Mr.  Shaddock  is  also  a  director  of 
the  Lasser  Pryor  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Builders’ 
Exchange  and  the  Master  Plumbers’  Association;  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  and  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Parochial 
Schools  Athletic  Association,  the  work  of  which  really  constitutes  his 
chief  diversion  and  hobby  in  life.  He  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
parish  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  and  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  During  the  war  period  in  1917-1918,  he  was  active  in  the  Liberty 
Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives  through  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  engaged 
in  much  relief  work. 

Mr.  Shaddock  was  married,  October  26,  1912,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Grace 
A.  Irr,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Schaller)  Irr,  both  of  whom  were  likewise  born  in  this  city.  The 
father,  now  deceased,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  plumbers  of  Buffalo,  where 
his  widow  still  resides.  Mrs.  Shaddock  received  her  education  in  the 
Sacred  Heart  Academy,  and  is  now  a  communicant  of  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaddock  have  one  son, 
William  E.,  Jr.,  born  July  27,  1913,  and  now  a  student  in  St.  Joseph’s 
College  at  Buffalo. 


GEORGE  S.  BUCK 

One  of  Buffalo’s  distinguished  and  useful  citizens  is  George  S.  Buck, 
the  present  managing  director  of  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association, 
who  in  this  and  various  other  public  positions  has  rendered  to  the  city 
the  highest  type  of  service.  Born  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the  10th  of 
February,  1875,  he  is  a  son  of  Roswell  R.  and  Maria  Catherine  (Barnes) 
Buck.  The  family  is  of  English  origin  and  was  established  in  this  country 
by  Emanuel  Buck,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1649.  He  there  became 
a  substantial  property  owner,  his  holdings  including  flour  and  lumber 
mills.  The  family  home  was  in  Wethersfield  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact 
that  until  the  birth  of  George  S.  Buck  the  head  of  every  generation  of  the 
family  since  1649  was  born  in  Wethersfield.  Grandsons  of  Emanuel  Buck 
were  graduates  of  Yale  College  and  in  that  early  day  the  family  was  one 
of  prominence  and  influence  in  New  England.  Among  the  forebears  of 
George  S.  Buck  appear  the  names  of  no  less  than  seven  colonial  governors, 
the  Winthrops,  father  and  son,  Governors  Bradford,  Dudley,  Santonstall, 
Seymour  and  Welles.  The  last  named  was  of  the  same  family  as  Gideon 
Welles,  secretary  of  the  navy  in  President  Lincoln’s  cabinet.  Mr.  Buck’s 
great-grandfather,  Daniel  Buck,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  serving 
in  a  company  raised  in  Wethersfield.  Roswell  R.  Buck  was  born  in  Weth¬ 
ersfield,  Connecicut,  and  was  a  son  of  Winthrop  and  Eunice  (Moseley) 
Buck,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Abner  Moseley.  He  was  well  known 
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in  the  earlier  period  of  Buffalo’s  history,  being  actively  engaged  in  the 
grain  elevator  business  and  serving  as  a  trustee  of  the  old  Board  of  Trade. 
He  was  also  a  member  of  and  greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife,  Maria  Catherine  (Barnes)  Buck,  was 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Josiah  and  Delia  (Marsh)  Barnes.  Her  father,  who 
was  born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  became  a  physician,  and  in  1832 
removed  to  Buffalo  from  Litchfield,  Connecticut.  He  was  very  successful 
professionally  and  was  highly  esteemed  also  for  his  estimable  personal 
qualities.  The  maternal  great-grandparents  were  Rev.  Truman  and  Cla¬ 
rissa  (Seymour)  Marsh,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Major  Moses  Seymour,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  who  was  of  the  same  family  as  Horatio 
Seymour.  Rev.  Truman  Marsh  was  rector  of  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Litch¬ 
field,  Connecticut,  and  was  contemporary  with  Lyman  Beecher.  John  C. 
Calhoun  boarded  in  the  Marsh  home  while  studying  law.  Roswell  R.  and 
Maria  C.  Buck  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  Harriet  Moseley,  Win- 
throp  Seymour  and  George  S. 

George  S.  Buck  graduated  from  the  old  Central  high  school,  then  at¬ 
tended  Yale  University,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts  in  1896.  He  next  entered  the  Buffalo  Law  School  and  won  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1898.  He  was  connected  with  the  law  office  of 
Clinton  &  Clark,  well  known  attorneys  of  that  period,  and  later  entered 
into  a  law  partnership  with  A.  H.  Cole,  who  now  lives  in  New  York  city, 
where  he  is  one  of  the  attorneys  for  the  Interboro  Rapid  Transit  Company. 
In  the  fall  of  1899  Mr.  Buck  was  made  a  member  of  the  republican  county 
committee,  in  which  capacity  he  did  effective  work  for  his  party.  In  the 
fall  of  1903  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Erie  county  board  of  super¬ 
visors,  and  was  chairman  of  its  finance  committee  from  1908  to  1912.  He 
was  elected  and  reelected  auditor  of  Erie  county,  and  in  the  fall  of  1917 
was  chosen  mayor  of  Buffalo  on  a  non-partisan  ticket.  During  his  incum¬ 
bency  as  mayor  many  important  and  difficult  problems  confronted  him. 
One  of  the  most  vexatious  of  these  was  the  threatened  street  car  strike, 
which  would  have  greatly  interrupted  the  manufacture  of  munitions  of 
war  through  interfering  with  the  transportation  of  workers  to  and  from 
the  ammunition  plants.  To  enlist  government  cooperation  in  averting 
this  impending  strike,  Mayor  Buck  went  to  Washington,  where  he  learned 
that  the  government  was  greatly  concerned  with  conditions  on  the  western 
front  of  the  battle  line  in  France.  Reserves  were  being  rushed  into  action 
and  a  hurried  call  was  sent  out  for  more  men  and  more  ammunition.  The 
government  assigned  Clifton  Reeves,  adjuster  of  labor  troubles,  to  Buffalo. 
He  urged  the  mayor  to  settle  the  threatened  strike  at  once,  as  such  action 
was  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  the  full  operation  of  the  munitions 
plants.  A  settlement  was  effected  by  granting  a  six-cent  fare  to  the  street 
car  company,  which  action  was  regarded  as  eminently  fair  to  the  public, 
as  wages  had  increased  tremendously  and  many  cities  had  been  permitted 
to  advance  their  street  car  fare  to  ten  cents  at  that  period. 

Another  problem  arising  during  Mr.  Buck’s  term  as  mayor  was  that 
of  placing  demobilized  former  city  employees  in  jobs,  especially  former 
policemen  and  firemen.  This  was  adjusted  by  temporarily  assigning  a 
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number  of  former  firemen  to  the  police  department.  The  post-war  condi¬ 
tions  were  the  same  here  as  elsewhere — thousands  of  unemployed  and 
Red  agitators  trying  to  stir  up  trouble.  Parades  of  malcontents,  with 
Red  leaders,  were  formed,  but  were  handled  by  Mayor  Buck  in  an  effective 
manner.  Under  his  direction,  the  chief  of  police  organized  riot  squads, 
who  carried  sawed-off  shotguns  and  marched  at  the  head  of  all  parades. 
This  acted  effectually  in  frustrating  any  attempt  to  start  trouble. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  mayor,  Mr.  Buck  became  a  director 
of  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association,  an  organization  of  citizens  to 
aid  in  the  proper  development  of  the  city.  In  December,  1927,  he  was 
elected  president  of  that  body,  succeeding  Chauncey  Hamlin,  and  he  now 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  this  work,  with  the  title  of  managing  director. 
He  is  also  chairman  of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  Foreign  Policy  Associa¬ 
tion,  a  body  devoted  to  increasing  interest  in  foreign  affairs.  He  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  was  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  which  inquired  into  the  status  and  condition  of  the  minor  courts. 
As  a  result,  a  law  was  passed  creating  the  present  city  court  system. 
Following  the  war  Mayor  Buck  was  the  official  host  to  a  number  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  visitors  from  abroad,  including  King  Albert  and  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  of  Belgium ;  Cardinal  Mercier,  of  Belgium ;  and  General  Diaz,  the 
Italian  generalissimo. 

Mr.  Buck  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louise  Hussey,  a  daughter  of 
Elisha  P.  and  Matilda  (Fisher)  Hussey.  Hen  father,  a  physician,  removed 
from  Maine  to  Buffalo,  where  he  has  successfully  practiced  his  profession 
for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Roswell  Seymour,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Yale  Sheffield  Scientific  School, 
and  is  a  technical  engineer;  Ruth,  who  attended  Buffalo  Seminary  and  the 
State  Teachers’  College,  and  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  Elmwood  school ; 
Oliver  Hussey;  and  Catherine,  who  is  a  student  in  Buffalo  Seminary. 

Mr.  Buck  is  a  member  of  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club.  He  is  an  elder  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Life  Association  and 
formerly  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary.  He  was  for  seven  years  a 
lecturer  in  the  Buffalo  Law  School.  During  his  entire  connection  with 
this  city  Mr.  Buck  has  stood  as  an  exemplar  of  the  highest  type  of  citizen¬ 
ship,  supporting  and  advocating  those  things  which  contribute  to  the  well¬ 
being  of  the  community,  and  he  commands  the  fullest  respect  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  his  fellowmen. 


HERMAN  KURKOWSKI 

In  the  coal  business  at  Tonawanda,  New  York,  Herman  Kurkowski  has 
achieved  notable  success,  and  enjoys  a  splendid  personal  reputation 
amongst  his  fellow  citizens  and  contemporary  merchants.  Mr.  Kurkow¬ 
ski  was  born  in  Germany,  March  18,  1882,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Eva 
(Liske)  Kurkowski.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  born  July 
L  1837,  and  in  that  country  was  a  lumberman.  Upon  coming  to  Amer- 
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ican  soil,  however,  he  secured  employment  on  the  docks  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  and  afterward  worked  for  the  state  of  New  York  in  the  road  and 
canal  departments  until  his  retirement.  He  died  March  6,  1927,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife,  also  born  in  Germany,  died  in 
1886,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  Herman  Kurkowski  has  four  brothers 
and  one  sister  surviving.  August  and  Charles  Kurkowski  reside  in  Tona- 
wanda.  His  brother,  Ernest,  and  sister,  Louise  K.  Swanfeger,  live  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  another  brother,  Frederick,  lives  in  Lewiston, 
New  York. 

Herman  Kurkowski  was  educated  in  the  German  and  the  public  schools 
of  Tonawanda.  Owing  to  circumstances,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
school  before  graduation,  and  for  six  months  he  was  employed  as  a  black¬ 
smith’s  helper.  He  next  took  a  position  in  a  box  factory,  and  was  after¬ 
ward  with  the  Buffalo  Bolt  Company  for  two  and  a  half  years.  He  then 
worked  for  his  brother,  in  the  coal  business,  which  arrangement  continued 
until  1908,  when  the  brother  withdrew  to  take  up  farming.  Herman  Kur¬ 
kowski  purchased  this  brother’s  interest  in  their  business,  since  which 
time  he  has  operated  alone,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his  effort.  Mr. 
Kurkowski  is  a  republican  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  belongs  to  the  Salem  Church. 

On  July  16,  1902,  Mr.  Kurkowski  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Num- 
sen,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Magdalena  Num- 
sen,  both  now  deceased.  Mr.  Numsen  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  he  and 
his  wife  came  to  this  country  with  Mrs.  Kurkowski,  who  at  the  time  was 
only  six  months  old.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kurkowski  have  one  daughter,  Leona 
Dorothy,  now  twenty-two  years  old,  and  associated  with  her  father  in 
the  coal  business.  The  Kurkowski  residence  is  at  350  Morgan  street, 
Tonawanda,  New  York. 


CYRUS  LUCIEN  BARBER 

One  of  the  most  respected  and  esteemed  citizens  of  Buffalo  was  the 
late  Cyrus  Lucien  Barber,  who  gained  recognition  as  an  able  member  of 
the  bar,  and  in  every  way  was  considered  a  model  citizen.  He  was  very 
prominent  in  Masonic  affairs  for  over  thirty  years  of  his  life.  He  con¬ 
ducted  his  work  without  ostentation,  and  never  sought  undue  publicity 
for  himself,  although  he  was  a  conscientious  participant  in  every  move¬ 
ment  of  local  nature  which  he  regarded  as  worthy  of  his  support.  Mr. 
Barber  was  born  in  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  November  26,  1872,  and  was  a 
son  of  Israel  H.  and  Mary  (Adams)  Barber.  The  former  was  a  native 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  was  identified  with  the  oil  and  railroad  busi¬ 
ness.  His  wife,  of  English  descent,  was  born  in  Rockford,  Illinois,  and 
both  are  now  deceased. 

The  family  moved  from  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
when  Cyrus  L.  Barber  was  only  two  years  of  age.  He  attended  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Buffalo  and  graduated  from  the  Central  high  school  in 
1892.  He  then  entered  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  conferred  upon 
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him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law  in  1894.  While  engaged  in  the  aca¬ 
demic  study  of  law,  he  was  employed  in  the  office  of  Marcy  &  Close  and 
also  read  law  in  the  office  of  Kenefick  &  Love,  one  of  the  foremost  law 
firms  of  the  city.  During  this  period  of  training  and  preparation  he  was 
managing  clerk  for  Kenefick  &  Love,  in  which  capacity  he  was  serving 
when  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  1895.  Later  Mr.  Barber 
was  associated  with  the  law  business  of  Jacob  J.  and  John  A.  Stein  as 
managing  clerk,  being  afterward  admitted  to  the  firm,  which  became  Stein 
&  Barber.  He  specialized  in  the  practice  of  civil  and  real  estate  law  and 
was  uniformly  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  authorities  upon  these 
phases  of  litigation.  He  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  adherence,  and  a 
stanch  champion  of  the  party  principles,  but  he  refused  many  offers  to 
enter  public  office  other  than  civil  service  commissioner,  which  position  he 
held  for  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Barber  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  Masons  of  western  New 
York.  His  death  occurred  just  a  week  before  he  was  to  have  received 
the  honorary  thirty-third  degree  at  Boston.  In  1905  he  was  elected  master 
of  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  held  the  distinction  of  hav¬ 
ing  been  the  youngest  master  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He  was  com¬ 
mander  of  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T. ;  captain  of  the  Arab 
Patrol  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  grand  standard  bearer  at 
Buffalo  Consistory  in  1927,  and  in  that  year  acted  as  grand  Seneschal  of 
the  Council  of  Deliberation,  State  of  New  York,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  past 
grand  master  of  the  Knights  Templars  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  also 
belonged  to  the  Grotto.  He  was  accorded  exceptionally  high  honors  by 
the  Masons  after  his  death  and  at  the  time  of  his  interment.  Other  or¬ 
ganizations  to  which  Mr.  Barber  belonged  included  the  Phi  Delta  Phi 
fraternity,  the  Order  of  Orioles,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  Mr.  Barber  was  an  excellent  base¬ 
ball  player,  and  played  on  the  nine  of  the  local  Shrine.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barber  held  religious  affiliation  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1896  Mr.  Barber  was  married  to  Rena  Ray  Spire,  a  native  daughter 
of  Buffalo  and  a  representative  of  a  prominent  family  of  this  city,  her 
parents  being  George  and  Caroline  (Greene)  Spire.  George  Spire  came 
to  the  United  States  from  Holland  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  and 
settled  in  Buffalo,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1876.  He  was  in 
the  woodworking  machinery  business  and  was  connected  with  the  firm 
of  Frank  &  Company  for  many  years.  His  widow,  who  was  born  October 
17,  1840,  is  now  in  her  ninety-first  year  and  resides  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Barber,  at  the  family  residence,  2555  Main  street  in  Buffalo. 

The  death  of  Cyrus  L.  Barber  occurred  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1927,  and  his  demise  was  a  definite  loss  to  the  city  and  to  his 
many  friends  and  associates.  His  career,  however,  was  one  of  achieve¬ 
ment  and  honor  and  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  was  richly 
deserved.  At  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  Buffalo  dailies  said  edi¬ 
torially  :  “By  the  death  of  Cyrus  L.  Barber,  Buffalo  has  lost  an  admirable 
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citizen,  the  legal  profession  a  sterling  exemplar  and  public  service  an  emi¬ 
nently  efficient  and  conscientious  representative.”  Another  paper  said  of 
him:  “Perhaps  the  secret  of  Cyrus  L.  Barber’s  wide  popularity  among 
his  fellows  was  in  the  deep  and  genuine  interest  which  he  took  in  those 
things  which  concerned  them  and  in  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  with  which 
he  took  upon  himself  his  share  of  the  burdens  that  all  must  carry.  Suc¬ 
cessful  as  a  lawyer,  giving  conscientious  and  efficient  service  to  the  city  as 
a  member,  and  later  as  president,  of  the  local  civil  service  commission,  his 
chief  personal  joy  was  found  in  his  notable  connection  with  fraternal 
orders.  Few  Buffalonians  have  received  more  honors  from  the  Masonic 
bodies  than  Mr.  Barber.  For  a  period  of  approximately  thirty  years  he 
had  been  active  in  the  various  organizations  affiliated  with  Masonry.  To 
each  one  of  them  in  turn,  as  responsible  positions  were  given  him,  he 
yielded  freely  and  gladly  of  his  time  and  his  thought  and  his  wisdom. 

•  The  honors  which  will  be  paid  him  today  will  be  in  a  small  degree  a  proof 
of  the  love  and  esteem  of  his  brothers.”  A  business  associate  of  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ber  for  many  years  said  of  him :  “He  was  loyal  and  efficient,  always  fair 
and  considerate  of  the  feelings  of  others.  He  was  as  near  an  approach 
to  the  ideal  city  official  as  I  have  ever  known.” 


ARTHUR  P.  LASCELLES 

In  his  comparatively  brief  business  career  Arthur  P.  Lascelles  has 
gone  forward  rapidly  by  reason  of  his  close  application  and  well  developed 
powers  and  now  capably  manages  the  Buffalo  interests  of  the  investment 
banking  house  of  Stone,  Webster  &  Blodget,  Incorporated.  He  was  born 
in  this  city,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1905,  and  is  of  English  lineage  in  the 
paternal  line,  while  his  maternal  ancestors  came  to  this  country  from 
Ireland. 

His  father,  John  Henry  Lascelles,  was  born  in  Dunkirk,  Chaiftauqua 
county,  New  York,  March  3,  1856,  and  attended  the  public  schools  of  that 
town.  In  1882  he  was  made  cashier  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of 
Dunkirk,  a  position  which  he  filled  for  ten  years,  and  during  that  period 
he  became  known  in  financial  circles  throughout  western  New  York  as  a 
careful  and  conservative  banker.  Accordingly  when  the  Marine  National 
Bank,  now  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  stood  in  need  of  an 
assistant  cashier  John  H.  Lascelles  was  chosen  for  the  place.  This  was 
in  1892  and  soon  afterward  he  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  cashier.  His 
next  upward  step  brought  him  to  the  vice  presidency  and  upon  the  death 
of  George  F.  Rand,  Mr.  Lascelles  succeeded  him  in  the  office  of  president, 
which  he  occupied  for  three  years.  He  was  then  elected  chairman  of  the 
advisory  board  and  thus  served  until  his  death  on  the  5th  of  July,  1925, 
when  he  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  On  Thanksgiving  day  of  1885  he 
had  married  Annie  Moran,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  had  one  son,  Charles 
Bishop,  now  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in  this  city.  The  second 
wife  of  Mr.  Lascelles  was  Mary  Martha  O’Donnell,  who  was  born  in 
Saginaw,  Michigan,  in  1875,  a  daughter  of  Patrick  O’Donnell,  one  of  the 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


167 


pioneer  lumbermen  of  that  city.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children : 
John  Henry,  Jr.,  who  was  born  June  7,  1901,  and  resides  in  Paterson,  New 
Jersey;  Mary  Katharine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Julian  L.  Kahle,  of  Buffalo, 
and  has  two  daughters,  Nancy  and  Joan;  and  Arthur  P.  After  the  death 
of  John  H.  Lascelles,  Sr.,  his  widow  remarried,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Bartley  J.  Doyle,  who  is  president  of  the  Keystone  Publishing  Company  of 
Philadelphia  and  resides  in  Germantown,  a  suburb  of  that  city. 

After  attending  the  Nichols  School  of  his  native  city,  Arthur  P. 
Lascelles  enrolled  in  the  Newman  School  at  Lakewood,  New  Jersey,  where 
he  completed  his  course  in  1923,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  in  the  Wharton  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  then 
returned  to  Buffalo  and  in  July,  1925,  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  of 
Schoellkopf,  Hutton  &  Pomeroy,  investment  bankers,  with  whom  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  about  four  years.  Since  April,  1929,  he  has  been  the  local 
representative  of  Stone,  Webster  &  Blodget,  Inc.,  dealers  in  high  grade 
securities,  and  through  tireless  effort  and  efficient  management  is  stimu¬ 
lating  the  growth  of  their  business  in  this  city.  He  is  well  informed  on  all 
matters  pertaining  to  investment  banking  and  thoroughly  qualified  to 
direct  important  interests  of  this  character. 

Genial  and  companionable  by  nature,  Mr.  Lascelles  enjoys  the  social 
side  of  life  and  is  a  popular  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club,  and  Psi  Upsilon,  a  scholastic  fraternity,  to  which  he  was 
elected  while  a  student  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 


JAMES  THEODORE  MOSES 

James  Theodore  Moses,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  has  made  an  outstanding  reputation  as  an 
attorney  within  a  comparatively  few  years.  Not  only  has  he  acquired  an 
enviable  position  in  his  profession,  but  has  also  occupied  positions  of  public 
trust  with  ability  and  efficiency,  having  been  assistant  city  attorney  and 
assistant  city  judge  of  North  Tonawanda.  In  fraternal  affairs,  he  has 
likewise  taken  an  extraordinarily  active  part,  and  has  held  important 
offices. 

Mr.  Moses  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  New  York,  and  is  a  son  of  Ferren 
G.  and  Nellie  (Dennis)  Moses.  Ferren  G.  Moses,  his  father,  has  been  for 
twenty  years  superintendent  of  the  mails,  and  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  engineering  branch  of  the  department  of  highways  and  canals, 
and  in  that  capacity  was  closely  associated  with  the  development  of  the 
Erie  canal  and  the  construction  of  bridges  in  this  section  and  on  the  Buf¬ 
falo  water  front.  His  mother,  Nellie  D.  Moses,  was  born  at  Mt.  Morris, 
Livingston  county,  New  York,  in  1872,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Convey)  Dennis,  deceased,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moses  reside  at  the  family  home  at  220  Bryant  street  in  North  Tona¬ 
wanda. 

J.  Theodore  Moses  attended  school  at  North  Tonawanda,  graduating 
from  high  school  in  1916.  In  the  same  year  he  entered  the  arts  depart- 
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ment  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  where  he  continued  his  studies  through 
1916  and  1917,  then  in  the  latter  year  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
same  university,  receiving  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1920.  While 
attending  the  university,  he  belonged  to  the  naval  reserve  corps,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Delta  Chi  fraternity. 

Having  completed  his  legal  education,  Mr.  Moses  successfully  passed 
his  examinations  for  admission  to  the  bar,  and  was  admitted  in  New  York 
state  in  1921.  He  then  became  associated  in  practice  with  Frank  J.  Maldi- 
ner,  with  whom  he  remained  until  June,  1923,  when  he  entered  practice 
on  his  own  account  and  has  so  continued  to  date.  He  specializes  in  cor¬ 
poration  and  estate  litigation,  and  has  won  a  clientele  of  most  satisfying 
proportions.  In  1924  he  was  appointed  assistant  city  attorney  of  North 
Tonawanda,  and  in  1929  he  was  appointed  assistant  city  judge.  He  was 
reappointed  to  the  latter  position  in  1930,  but  tendered  his  resignation  in 
February  of  that  year. 

Mr.  Moses’  religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
in  1924  he  organized  the  Knights  of  Columbus  Council,  No.  2535.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-five  he  was  elected  grand  knight  of  the  new  council,  which 
office  he  held  for  three  successive  years,  and  was  at  that  time  the  youngest 
grand  knight  in  the  United  States.  In  April,  1927,  Mr.  Moses  was  elected 
exalted  ruler  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  and  in  1928  and  1929  he  was  district  deputy  of  New  York  West. 
In  this  position,  he  was  the  youngest  district  deputy  in  the  country.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Tuscarora  Club  of  Lockport,  New  York,  and  his  polit¬ 
ical  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  Mr.  Moses  is  unmarried 
and  resides  with  his  mother  and  father. 


CHARLES  MUNSON  UNDERHILL 

Charles  Munson  Underhill,  long  numbered  among  the  most  highly 
esteemed  and  influential  citizens  of  Buffalo,  where  he  figured  prominently 
in  the  coal  industry,  had  attained  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-five  years 
when  called  to  his  final  rest  December  18,  1924.  Born  at  Red  Creek, 
Wayne  county,  New  York,  September  4,  1839,  he  was  a  son  of  David  and 
Ann  Dixon  (Munson)  Underhill  and  a  grandson  of  William  and  Sarah 
Coles  (Stoddard)  Underhill.  We  quote  from  the  chapter  entitled  “William 
Underhill,  His  Ancestors  and  His  Descendants,”  compiled  and  contributed 
by  Augustus  Price  Underhill,  279  West  North  street,  Buffalo,  New  York, 
which  was  published  in  The  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical 
Record  of  October,  1927. 

“William  Underhill,  the  common  ancestor  of  that  branch  of  the  Un¬ 
derhill  family  whose  genealogical  records  we  propose  to  record,  was  of 
the  sixth  generation  in  descent  from  Captain  John  Underhill  (1597- 
1672),  the  first  settler,  who  came  to  this  country  with  Winthrop  in  1630. 
Captain  John  Underhill  was  a  friend  of  Myles  Standish,  the  passenger 
on  the  first  trip  of  the  Mayflower,  in  1620,  who  was  military  commander 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers.  He  was  also  a  financier  of  the  Mayflower  col- 


I 

-« 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


171 


onization  enterprise  in  1620  ...  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  John  Edward 
Underhill,  who  was  a  friend  of  the  Earls  of  Leicester  and  Essex  and  was 
knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  belonged  to  one  of  the  numerous  Un¬ 
derhill  families  of  Warwickshire,  England,  which  were  noticed  in  the 
thirteenth  century  and  were  particularly  prominent  in  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth.  The  first  wife  of  Captain  John  Underhill  was  Helena 
Kruger,  ‘a  Holland  lady,’  whom  he  married,  about  1628,  in  Holland.  He 
brought  her,  with  her  infant  son  Benoni  Underhill  to  America  with  him, 
in  the  Mary  and  John,  a  ship  of  Winthrop’s  fleet,  in  1630.  Before  coming 
to  this  country,  Captain  John  Underhill  saw  military  service  in  Ireland, 
Spain  and  Holland.  On  September  27,  1614,  he  had  joined  the  Honour¬ 
able  Artillery  Company  of  London,  and  in  1637  he  was  the  seventh  signer 
of  the  original  roll  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of 
Boston.  In  this  latter  organization  he  was  engaged  ‘to  train  the  people 
in  military  duties.’  He  was  made  freeman  in  1631  and  became  a  member 
of  the  First  Church,  Boston,  soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country.  He 
was  a  selectman  of  Boston  in  1634  and  in  the  same  year  delegate  to  the 
general  court  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  In  1638  he  was  appointed 
governor  of  Dover  and  Exeter  in  New  Hampshire.  Under  joint  colonial 
jurisdiction  he  was  military  leader  in  the  Pequot  War  in  Connecticut, 
after  the  close  of  which  war  he  settled  temporarily  in  Stamford,  Con¬ 
necticut,  whence  he  served  as  delegate  to  the  general  court  at  New  Haven. 
He  commanded  the  military  forces  composed  of  Dutch  and  English,  in 
subduing  Indian  insurrections  in  and  about  New  Amsterdam,  1642-1645. 
When  later  he  became  a  resident  of  Cedar  Swamp  (now  Flushing),  Long 
Island,  New  York,  he  was  appointed  in  1663  by  Governor  Richard  Nichols, 
sheriff  of  Suffolk  county  (Long  Island),  New  York.  From  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion  he  was  elected,  in  1665,  one  of  three  delegates  to  the  first  popular 
assembly  which  was  held  at  Hempstead,  Long  Island. 

“In  1667  the  Matinecock  Indians,  who  were  uniformly  friendly  to  him 
— as  were  generally  all  Indians — presented  to  him  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  near  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island.  It  was  on  this  land  that  he 
died  and  was  buried,  and  that  his  strenuous  and  eventful  life  was  brought 
to  a  close,  October  7,  1672.  An  appreciation  of  his  manifold  public  ser¬ 
vices  is  seen  in  John  G.  Whittier’s  poem,  John  Underhill.  In  testimony 
to  the  civil  and  military  services  of  Captain  John  Underhill,  a  monument 
has  been  erected  at  Matinecock,  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island.  He  visited 
England  in  1638  and  while  there  published  a  volume  entitled  Nevves  from 
America,  a  quaint  and  one  of  the  earliest  accounts  of  the  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  were  to  be  found  in  the  new  land.  After  the  death  in  1658, 
of  his  first  wife,  Helena  Kruger,  who  died  and  was  buried  at  Southold, 
Long  Island,  he  married  Elizabeth  Feke,  sister,  presumably,  of  Hannah 
(who  married  John  Bowne),  of  Robert  and  of  John  Feke.  Her  father, 
also  named  Robert  Feke,  married  the  widow  of  Henry  Winthrop,  son  of 
Governor  John  Winthrop  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 

“William  Underhill  was  of  the  sixth  generation  in  descent  of  Captain 
John  Underhill,  by  the  following  line,  viz:  (1)  Captain  John  Underhill 
(1597-1672)  by  his  wife  Helena  Kruger  (b.  d.  1658)  ;  (2)  John  Under- 
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hill  (1642-1692)  by  his  wife  Mary  Prior  (1651-1698)  ;  (3)  John  Underhill 
(1670-1728)  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  Willetts  (1674-1718)  ;  (4)  Amos  Un¬ 
derhill  (b.  1698-d  ?)  by  his  wife,  m.  1729,  Elizabeth  Mott  Seaman  (b. 

1710-d.  ?)  ;  (5)  David  Underhill  (b.  1743-d.  ?)  by  his  wife  Elizabeth 

Mott  (1747-1829),  aunt  of  Dr.  Valentine  Mott;  (6)  William  Underhill 
(1774-1860)  by  his  wife  Sarah  Coles  Stoddard  (1780-1866).”  The  last 
named  were  the  paternal  grandparents  of  Charles  Munson  Underhill,  the 
subject  of  this  memoir. 

“William  Underhill’s  father,  David  Underhill,  was  interested  in  mills 
and  coasting  vessels.  In  1773,  with  his  brothers,  Isaac  and  Amos  Under¬ 
hill,  he  bought  from  the  Walton  family — who  had  operated  them  for 
about  seventy  years. — the  Pembrook  Mills  at  Musketa  Cove,  Long  Island 
(now  called  Glen  Cove).  The  war  of  the  American  Revolution  destroyed 
this  and  other  like  occupations  on  Long  Island,  and,  in  1793,  David  Under¬ 
hill  embarked  in  the  iron  and  hardware  business  in  New  York  city.  In 
1795  David  Underhill  took  his  son  William  into  partnership  under  the  firm 
name  of  David  Underhill  &  Son  at  No.  234  Water  street.  David  Under¬ 
hill  lived  at  No.  337  Pearl  near  Beekman  street.  They  kept  steadily  in 
the  hardware  business  in  Water  street  until  1810,  when  they  moved  to 
112  Maiden  lane.  David  Underhill  then  lived  at  No.  13  Oliver  street. 
The  business  was  terminated  in  1813 ;  and  in  1825  William  Underhill  was 
appointed  a  collector  of  customs  and  lived  at  No.  15  and  No.  19  Peck 
slip.  There  he  continued  until  1831,  when  he  moved  to  Wolcott,  New 
York  ...  It  was  about  this  time  that  a  great  New  York  editor  uttered 
the  well  known  exhortation,  ‘Young  man,  go  West,’  and  many  heeded 
the  advice.  At  all  events,  in  1831  William  Underhill,  with  his  wife,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  adventure  of  their  eight  eldest  children  and  voyaged  via  Hud¬ 
son  river  and  Erie  canal  to  Huron,  Township  of  Wolcott,  Wayne  county, 
New  York.  Here  he  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
where  he  lived  until  1852,  when  he  sold  it  to  William  Dutton  of  Wolcott, 
and  bought  a  smaller  farm  one  mile  south  of  Wolcott,  on  the  road  to  Clyde, 
New  York,  where  he  died  April  6,  1860.  He  was  buried  in  Wolcott, 
New  York.” 

On  the  8th  of  September,  1798,  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  William  Un¬ 
derhill  was  married  to  Sarah  Coles  Stoddard,  who  was  born  at  Glen 
Cove,  Long  Island,  New  York,  January  12,  1780,  and  died  February  2, 
1866,  at  Wolcott,  New  York,  where  she  was  buried.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  Stoddard,  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  who  died  August  29, 

1802,  and  Sarah  Coles.  To  William  and  Sarah  Coles  (Stoddard)  Under¬ 
hill  were  born  twelve  children,  ten  sons  and  two  daughters,  mentioned 
below.  All  were  natives  of  New  York  city.  Benjamin  Mott,  the  eldest, 
born  November  28,  1799,  married  Eliza  B.  Hunt  and  died  in  August, 
1850.  Eliza,  born  November  12,  1800,  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Lee 
and  passed  away  September  13,  1884.  Cornelia,  born  November  8,  1801, 
married  Levi  Hendrick  and  died  September  9,  1880.  Alfred,  born  May  19, 

1803,  married  Mary  Ann  Morgan  Barker  and  departed  this  life  in  1837. 
William,  born  September  2,  1804,  married  Martha  Barker  and  died  in 
1871.  Edward,  whose  natal  day  was  February  26,  1806,  married  Mary 
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(Polly)  H.  Fitch  and  died  February  7,  1882.  Jason,  born  March  24,  1807 
married  Irene  MacKenzie  and  died  May  28,  1889.  David,  born  February 
9,  1809,  married  Ann  Dixon  Munson  and  passed  away  April  30,  1901. 
Robert,  born  June  5,  1810,  died  March  4,  1812.  Robert,  the  second  son  of 
that  name,  was  born  February  29,  1812,  and  died  unmarried  July  19, 
1837,  aged  twenty-five  years,  four  months  and  twenty  days,  in  an  acci¬ 
dent  at  Alton,  Illinois.  Eugene,  born  November  22,  1813,  at  Great  Neck, 
Long  Island,  was  killed  in  New  York  city  in  1834  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  as  a  volunteer  fireman.  John,  born  February  4,  1815,  married  Han¬ 
nah  Lewis  and  died  of  consumption  in  New  York  city  in  1840. 

David  Underhill,  the  father  of  Charles  Munson  Underhill,  was  born 
in  New  York  city,  February  9,  1809,  as  stated  above.  In  1828,  when  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  he  moved  from  the  eastern  metropolis  to  Wolcott,  New 
York,  and  later  to  Red  Creek,  Wayne  county,  New  York,  where  he  founded 
the  firm  of  Underhill  &  Lyon,  general  merchants.  In  1868  he  removed 
to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  became  cashier  in  the  offices  of  the  An¬ 
thracite  Coal  Association  at  No.  221  Main  street.  He  had  reached  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety- two  years  when  he  passed  away  April  30,  1901, 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  was  buried.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1833, 
in  Wolcott,  New  York,  he  married  Ann  Dixon  Munson,  who  was  born 
August  20,  1808,  in  Roxbury,  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
April  17,  1890.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Munson  (of  the  seventh  gen¬ 
eration  in  descent  from  Captain  Thomas  Munson,  the  immigrant  ancestor, 
who  landed  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1628)  by  his  third  wife,  Miriam 
Young.  A  stone  in  the  Red  Creek  cemetery  reads:  “Miriam,  wife  of 
Josiah  Munson,  died  August  17,  1850,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  nine¬ 
teen  days.”  David  and  Ann  Dixon  (Munson)  Underhill  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  named  below.  Irene,  born 
in  1834,  died  in  Wolcott,  New  York,  May  30,  1836,  and  was  buried  in 
Huron  cemetery.  Amanda  M.,  born  in  1835,  died  in  Wolcott,  New  York, 
November  21,  1837.  Augustus,  whose  natal  year  was  1838,  died  in  Red 
Creek,  New  York,  April  9,  1849.  Charles  Munson,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth,  is  mentioned  at  length  below.  Emma  Virginia,  born  August  28, 
1841,  at  Red  Creek,  New  York,  died  February  3,  1912.  She  was  the  wife 
of  John  De  La  Fletcher  Slee.  Miriam  Munson,  born  at  Red  Creek,  New 
York,  in  1842,  died  there  on  the  6th  of  September,  1845.  George  Clarence, 
born  at  Red  Creek,  New  York,  in  1846,  there  passed  away  February  3, 
1849.  David  Underhill,  Jr.,  born  at  Red  Creek,  New  York,  in  1849,  died 
December  29,  1917,  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  buried  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York.  When  a  young  man  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  he  was  bookkeeper  with  the  firm  of  Bell  &  Lewis,  operators  and 
shippers  of  bituminous  coal.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Peoria,  Illinois, 
and  in  the  west  represented  Chicago  firms  in  the  sale  of  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal.  Afterwards  he  returned  and  settled  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  where  he  formed  the  firm  of  Underhill  &  Poole,  afterwards  D.  Un¬ 
derhill,  Jr.  &  Company,  shippers  of  lumber  and  coal.  In  1886,  at  her  home 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  he  married  Katharine  Wells,  who  was  born  in  1859 
and  died  January  21,  1927.  Their  infant  son,  David  Underhill,  is  buried 
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with  his  parents  in  Forest  Lawn  cemetery,  Buffalo,  New  York.  Henry 
Clay  Underhill,  born  at  Red  Creek,  New  York,  in  1852,  married  Harriet 
Salina  Gridley  and  died  in  Elmira,  New  York,  in  December,  1902. 

Charles  M.  Underhill,  whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was  the 
fourth  child  of  David  and  Ann  Dixon  (Munson)  Underhill  and  was  born 
at  Red  Creek,  Wayne  county,  New  York,  September  4,  1839.  He  was 
graduated  in  1860,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  honors,  at  Genesee  College  of  Lima,  New  York,  which  college  after¬ 
wards  was  merged  with  Syracuse  University  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Beta  Theta  Pi  fraternity.  For  several  years  after 
graduation  he  was  professor  of  Latin  and  mathematics  at  Falley  Seminary 
of  Fulton,  New  York,  while  from  1868  until  1870  he  was  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Association  at  Rochester,  New  York,  an 
association  composed  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western,  Lehigh 
Valley,  J.  Langdon  &  Company  and  Pittston  and  Elmira  Coal  Companies. 
He  moved  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  continued  in  the  same  capacity 
until  1886,  when  the  Association  was  dissolved.  He  then  joined,  as  west¬ 
ern  manager,  the  firm  of  J.  Langdon  &  Company  of  Elmira,  New  York, 
who,  by  way  of  the  Susquehannah  river,  Chemung  and  Erie  canals,  Buffalo 
and  the  Great  Lakes,  were  the  first  shippers  of  anthracite  coal  to  western 
markets.  Severing  his  connection  with  J.  Langdon  &  Company  in  1893, 
he  continued  an  independent  and  active  factor  in  the  coal  industry  until 
1907.  During  the  decade  between  1906  and  1916  he  was  a  director  in  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Company. 

‘‘His  infectious  good  humor,  united  with  his  earnest  purposes  in  life, 
made  him  the  delightful  companion  and  secured  to  him  the  love  and 
admiration  of  old  and  young  alike.  Throughout  his  life  he  was  steadfast 
in  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  and  was  always  active  in  church  and  benevo¬ 
lent  work.  He  is  affectionately  remembered  as  the  earliest  superintendent 
of  the  Delaware  Avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Sunday  School, 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Later  he  became  a  member  of  Westminster  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  of  the  character  and  work  of  whose  pastor,  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Van  Vranken  Holmes,  he  was  an  ardent  admirer.  Dr.  Holmes 
summed  up  the  life  of  Charles  Munson  Underhill,  most  fittingly,  in  the 
words  ‘his  was  a  rare  spirit/  ” 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1862,  at  her  home  in  Newark,  New  York, 
Charles  Munson  Underhill  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  Amelia  Price, 
who  was  born  November  26,  1838,  and  died  October  18,  1922,  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  where  she  was  buried.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Rhoderick 
and  Ruth  Ann  (Crosby)  Price  and  a  granddaughter  of  Henry  Price,  of  Bal¬ 
timore,  Maryland,  who  was  born  January  5,  1774,  and  died  August  11, 
1846.  In  1797  Henry  Price  married  Sarah  Walker,  who  was  born  No¬ 
vember  15,  1780,  and  died  April  16,  1804.  On  her  mother’s  side  Anna 
Amelia  Price  was  the  granddaughter  of  Charity  Sears  Crosby,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Captain  Knowles  Sears  (1738-1817),  of  Ridgefield,  Con¬ 
necticut.  Anna  Amelia  Price  graduated  in  1860  from  Genesee  Wesleyan 
Seminary  at  Lima,  New  York.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  latter,  Bertha  Price, 
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is  a  resident  of  Buffalo.  Irving  S.  Underhill  was  graduated  at  Williams, 
College  in  1889  with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  A  few  of  the  poems 
he  wrote,  soon  after  graduation,  were  published  in  Life,  and  in  Poets  of 
Buffalo,  by  James  N.  Johnston.  He  is  president  of  the  Underhill  Coal 
Company,  Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  On  the  25th  of  June,  1912,  at 
Ithaca,  New  York,  he  married  Edith  Sterling  Nichols,  who  was  born  in 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts.  Their  children  are  four  in  number,  all  born 
in  Buffalo  :  Charles,  Irving,  Walter  and  Ruth  Ann. 

Augustus  Price  Underhill,  the  youngest  child  of  Charles  M.  and  Anna 
Amelia  (Price)  Underhill,  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York.  At  nine¬ 
teen  he  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Central  high  school,  the  first 
high  school  of  the  city,  which  was  razed  in  1927.  He  matriculated  in 
the  class  of  1891  at  Williams  College,  which  institution  he  left  after  two 
years  to  engage  in  the  wholesale  coal  business  at  Buffalo,  New  York.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
the  New  York  State  Historical  Association,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society 
and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


BURROWS  MATTHEWS 

Burrows  Matthews  vice  president  and  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Courier- 
Express,  is  the  third  in  the  agnatic  line  of  his  family  to  be  prominently 
associated  with  the  newspaper  profession  in  Buffalo.  The  name  of  his 
grandfather,  James  N.  Matthews,  and  of  his  father,  George  Edward 
Matthews,  are  preeminent  in  the  history  of  journalism  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  Burrows  Matthews  has  upheld  the  traditions  and  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  his  worthy  forebears  in  a  manner  which  has  brought  him  wide 
recognition,  and  he  has  created  a  position  for  himself  in  civic  and  social 
ranks  of  Buffalo  which  is  compatible  with  that  he  possesses  in  the  fourth 
estate. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  27,  1893,  a  son  of  George 
Edward  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Burrows)  Matthews,  reviews  of  whom 
are  introduced  in  another  portion  of  this  work.  He  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  private  schools  of  his  native  city,  and  in  1911  grad¬ 
uated  from  St.  Luke’s,  at  Wayne,  Pennsylvania.  He  then  returned  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  Express.  Before  the 
period  of  the  United  States’  participation  in  the  World  war,  he  was  city 
editor  of  the  paper,  and  after  his  return  from  army  service  he  became 
an  editorial  writer,  then  Sunday  editor,  and  then  managing  editor.  In 
1926  he  was  appointed  president  and  general  manager.  In  June,  1926, 
when  the  Express  and  the  Courier  were  merged,  he  became  president  and 
editor.  After  the  death  of  W.  J.  Conners,  who  served  as  chairman  of  the 
board,  the  latter’s  son,  W.  J.  Conners,  Jr.,  was  made  president,  and  Mr. 
Matthews  was  appointed  to  his  present  position  as  vice  president. 

Mr.  Matthews  enlisted  from  Buffalo  for  service  in  the  World  war. 
He  trained  at  Fort  Niagara,  New  York,  and  was  there  commissioned  first 
lieutenant.  He  then  went  to  Camp  Upton,  and  was  with  the  Three  Hun- 
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dred  Sixth  Infantry  for  three  months.  He  was  placed  on  special  duty  as 
camp  inspector,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  of  infantry  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1918,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  the  following  December. 

On  June  1,  1916,  Mr.  Matthews  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Edith 
Peter,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Herbert  C.  and  Rose  Peter. 
Her  father  held  many  positions  of  trust  with  New  York  city  dry  goods 
firms,  and  is  now  a  broker  with  Goodbody  &  Company,  at  Buffalo.  Mrs. 
Matthews  attended  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Oaksmere 
School  of  Mamaroneck,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews  have  one  son, 
James  N.,  born  June  1,  1920. 

Mr.  Matthews  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Saturn 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  American  Society  of  News¬ 
paper  Editors,  and  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club. 

Mr.  Matthews’  maternal  grandfather,  George  Hunt  Burrows,  was  also 
a  prominent  figure  in  the  history  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  born 
at  Bernardston,  Massachusetts,  December  21,  1820,  and  died  in  1894. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Northfield,  Massachusetts,  and 
also  took  a  course  in  civil  engineering  at  the  Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Insti¬ 
tute  at  Troy,  New  York.  He  assisted  in  the  engineering  work  on  the 
first  suspension  bridge  over  the  Niagara  river,  later  was  with  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad,  and  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  to  assist  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Wabash  Railroad.  Returning  to  Buffalo,  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  western  division  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Cook,  of  Northampton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  who  was  born  September  21,  1827,  and  died  July  18,  1881.  To  them 
were  born  two  children,  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  mother  of  Burrows 
Matthews ;  and  George  E. 

The  last-named,  George  E.  Burrows,  died  in  1913.  He  was  for  many 
years  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Express,  and  married  Fanny  Brundage, 
now  a  resident  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Gordon  Hunt,  who  was  killed  in  action  in  France  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  war;  John  Brundage;  Frank  Ely;  and  George  E.  Jr. 


WILLIAM  CHARLES  URBAN 

To  the  milling  business  established  by  his  honored  father,  the  late 
William  Charles  Urban  of  Buffalo  devoted  his  entire  business  career.  At 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  May  17,  1902,  he  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  George  Urban  Milling  Company.  In  the  citizenship  of 
Buffalo,  he  held  an  eminent  position  by  virtue  of  his  fine  personal  char¬ 
acteristics,  his  integrity  and  public  spirit.  Mr.  Urban  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  July  28,  1861,  and  was  a  son  of  George,  Sr.  and  Marie 
(Kern)  Urban,  who  were  natives  of  Alsace,  and  who  came  to  the  United 
States  in  their  youth. 

George  Urban,  Sr.,  was  the  founder  of  the  Urban  Milling  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  flour  milling  concerns  in  western  New  York.  William 
Charles  Urban  was  the  youngest  of  three  children,  and  received  his  educa- 
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tion  in  the  grade  schools  and  in  the  old  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo. 
Upon  his  graduation  from  the  latter,  he  entered  his  father’s  milling  busi¬ 
ness  as  a  bookkeeper.  He  manifested  much  aptitude  for  the  work,  and 
soon  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  the  other  partners  being  his  father, 
George  Urban,  Jr.,  and  E.  G.  S.  Miller.  In  the  year  1897,  the  firm  incor¬ 
porated,  with  George  Urban  Jr.,  as  president;  E.  G.  S.  Miller,  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  William  C.  Urban,  treasurer;  and  William  S.  Seligman,  secretary. 
As  noted,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  William  C.  Urban  was  both  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  was  also  a  director  in  the  Loan  and  Safe  Deposit 
Company. 

Mr.  Urban  was  unostentatious  in  his  habits  and  preferred  home  and 
business  life  to  public  pursuits.  He  was  a  man  of  rare  judgment,  of  excel¬ 
lent  ability,  strong  initiative  and  energy,  but  never  sought  the  light  of 
publicity.  His  home  was  situated  at  Pine  Ridge,  now  the  site  of  “Villa 
Maria,”  and  here  he  enjoyed  his  hobbies,  flowers  and  horses.  This  was 
originally  the  old  Oliver  Steel  home.  It  was  improved  greatly  by  Mr. 
Urban  and  became  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  In 
political  affairs,  Mr.  Urban  gave  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
in  religious  faith  was  a  Lutheran. 

On  June  30,  1886,  Mr.  Urban  was  married  to  Louise  W.  Burgard,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Rinck)  Burgard  of  Buffalo.  She  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  schools,  having  completed  her  studies  in  the  old  Central 
high  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Urban  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  all 
of  whom  were  born  in  Buffalo,  namely:  Grace  Elizabeth,  a  graduate  of 
the  Buffalo  Seminary,  class  of  1908;  William  P.,  and  Raymond  George 
who  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  publication ;  Ada  Marie,  who  attended 
the  Bennett  School  and  the  Franklin  School  and  is  the  wife  of  T.  Emer¬ 
son  Murphy;  Edward  Burgard,  born  February  2,  1901,  a  graduate  of 
Technical  high  school  and  the  Roxbury  School,  and  now  associated  with 
the  Consolidated  Aircraft;  and  Louise  Caroline,  twin  of  Edward  B.,  she 
was  educated  in  the  Franklin  School,  and  was  married  in  1923  to  Charles 
A.  Criqui,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Urban  is  a  member  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
Lutheran  Church,  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club.  With  her  daughter, 
Grace  Elizabeth,  and  son,  Edward  Burgard  Urban,  she  resides  at  533 
Linwood  avenue  in  Buffalo. 


MYRON  S.  SHORT 

In  the  first  rank  of  attorneys  now  practicing  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  is 
Myron  S.  Short,  who  has  been  connected  with  much  litigation  of  import¬ 
ance  during  the  years  in  which  he  has  engaged  in  law  practice  here. 
Among  his  professional  contemporaries,  he  occupies  a  favorable  position, 
as  indicated  by  his  selection  as  president  of  The  Bar  Association  of  Erie 
County  for  1929. 

Myron  S.  Short  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  15,  1887,  a  son  of 
Edward  E.  and  Sarah  E.  (Brown)  Short.  His  paternal  grandparents 
were  Charles  and  Esther  (DeWitt)  Short,  both  now  deceased.  They  lived 
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in  Buffalo,  and  the  grandfather  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  Sarah 
E.  (Brown)  Short  was  the  daughter  of  the  late  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
Brown,  of  Buffalo,  the  former  having  been  in  the  monument  business. 

Myron  S.  Short  graduated  from  Lafayette  high  school  in  1906,  and 
then  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1908.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  New  York  state  bar  March  2,  1909,  and  was  corporation  counsel 
for  the  city  of  Lackawanna,  New  York,  from  July  1,  1909,  until  December 
31,  1913.  He  then  practiced  alone  for  one  year  in  Buffalo,  and  in  1914 
became  associated  with  DeWitt  Clinton,  which  law  partnership,  one  of 
the  most  successful  in  the  city,  continues  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Short 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association,  and  The  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County,  having  been  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  latter  organization  in  1929.  He  is  a  trustee  of  and  acts  as 
assistant  attorney  for  the  Buffalo  Savings  Bank,  and  is  a  director  of  and 
attorney  for  the  Williamsville  Savings  &  Loan  Association.  Mr.  Short 
gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious  con¬ 
nection  is  with  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  club 
and  fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country 
Club,  the  Delta  Chi  legal  fraternity,  and  Ely  Parker  Lodge,  No.  1002, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Short  was  married  in  Buffalo,  September  9,  1913,  to  Miss  Winifred 
M.  Allen,  a  native  of  Georgetown,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  Herbert 
C.  and  Netta  (Burdick)  Allen,  now  residents  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Short 
graduated  from  the  Buffalo  high  school,  and  attended  Mt.  Holyoke  Col¬ 
lege  at  Holyoke,  Massachusetts.  She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Central 
Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Short  have  three  chil¬ 
dren :  Winifred,  born  December  6,  1916;  Jean,  born  June  27,  1920;  and 
Allen,  born  March  27,  1926.  The  family  residence  is  at  115  Depew 
avenue. 


EDWARD  ALBERT  WEPPNER 

Edward  Albert  Weppner,  a  native  son  of  Buffalo  who  gained  a  place 
of  distinction  and  honor  in  its  citizenship,  entered  the  service  of  the  Ger- 
man-American  Bank  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  years  and  continued  his 
association  with  the  institution  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  ris¬ 
ing  to  the  responsible  position  of  cashier  of  what  is  now  the  Liberty 
Bank  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  March  15,  1867,  a  son  of  Arnold  and 
Blandina  M.  (Doll)  Weppner.  Arnold  Weppner  was  born  in  Zell,  Bavaria, 
September  9,  1829,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  Augustus  and 
Barbara  (Stump)  Weppner,  in  September,  1834,  arriving  in  Buffalo, 
September  18,  1834.  Augustus  Weppner  died  in  Buffalo,  March  14,  1869, 
while  his  wife  here  passed  away  on  the  17th  of  September,  1858.  Mrs. 
Blandina  M.  (Doll)  Weppner  was  born  at  Innsbruck,  Germany,  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1832,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents,  Fred  and 
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Mary  Ann  (Staffan)  Doll,  arriving  in  Buffalo,  July  1,  1834.  Fred  Doll 
died  in  Buffalo,  November  7,  1867,  and  the  death  of  his  wife  occurred 
January  18,  1879.  Arnold  Weppner  and  Blandina  M.  Doll  were  married 
in  St.  Boniface  Church,  February  17,  1852,  and  started  housekeeping  at 
582  Main  street,  later  moving  to  577  Main  street,  where  their  son,  Edward 
Albert  Weppner,  was  born.  Arnold  Weppner  engaged  in  the  meat  busi¬ 
ness  and  conducted  a  packing  house  as  well  as  a  retail  store  on  Main  street. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Edward  Albert  Weppner  attended 
the  St.  Louis  parochial  school  and  St.  Joseph’s  school,  later  pursuing  a 
commercial  course  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  Then  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  German-American  Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he 
was  made  assistant  cashier  on  attaining  his  majority,  being  the  youngest 
cashier  of  his  day.  We  quote  a  very  interesting  review  of  his  career 
which  appeared  in  The  Buffalo  Express  in  its  issue  of  January  29,  1914, 
the  day  following  his  death. 

“Edward  A.  Weppner  was  born  in  Buffalo  about  forty-seven  years  ago, 
one  of  the  nine  children  of  old  Arnold  Weppner,  who  came  to  this  country 
from  Germany  in  1834  and  built  up  a  prosperous  meat  business  in  this 
city,  which  some  of  his  sons  are  still  continuing.  With  no  more  than  a 
common  school  education,  Edward  started  out  to  make  his  way  in  the 
world.  He  got  a  job  as  messenger  in  the  German-American  Bank  when 
he  was  sixteen  years  old.  Henry  Hellriegel  was  then  president  of  the 
bank  and  Henry  W.  Burt,  cashier.  They  saw  that  their  new  messenger 
was  an  unusually  bright  and  conscientious  lad,  and  it  was  not  many 
months  before  they  made  him  an  assistant  bookkeeper.  He  proved  very 
competent  and  he  advanced  steadily  step  by  step  until  about  ten  years 
ago  he  was  made  cashier.  That  position  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  except  for  an  interval  of  about  two  weeks,  in  December,  1904,  when 
he  resigned  because  of  mismanagement  of  the  bank  by  some  speculative 
financial  interests  that  had  got  into  control,  and  nearly  wrecked  it.  It 
was  largely  due  to  Mr.  Weppner’s  efforts  that  the  bank  was  saved,  and  it 
was  those  efforts,  persisting  for  some  months  before  he  resigned,  that 
brought  out  his  fidelity,  courage  and  other  evidences  of  strength  of  char¬ 
acter,  as  well  as  his  business  sagacity,  and  made  him  known  and  respected 
as  one  of  the  safest  and  soundest  of  bankers  in  Buffalo.  And,  despite  his 
characteristic  modesty,  he  was  forced  into  the  limelight  and  hailed  as  a 
hero. 

“The  circumstances  are  well  remembered  by  the  Buffalo  public.  On 
December  1,  1904,  there  was  a  run  on  the  German-American  Bank.  On 
that  day  alone  about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  deposits  were  with¬ 
drawn,  and  about  as  much  more  in  the  next  two  or  three  days,  before  the 
public  got  to  understand  the  truth  of  the  situation ;  that  the  bank,  though 
it  had  a  narrow  escape,  was  solvent,  due  to  its  cashier’s  gallant  fight 
against  interests  that  were  sapping  its  vitality.  Mr.  Weppner  was  first 
placed  in  a  false  light  by  the  bank’s  chief  officers,  President  Richard 
Emory  and  Vice  President  Robert  F.  Schelling.  They  published  the 
charge  that  he  caused  the  run  on  the  bank  and  that  in  doing  so  he  was 
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actuated  by  pique  and  revenge;  pique  because  he  had  been  refused  the 
position  of  cashier  in  a  proposed  consolidation  of  the  German-American 
and  German  banks,  and  revenge  because  an  offer  made  by  him  to  buy  the 
controlling  interest  had  been  spurned.  The  developments  of  the  next 
few  days  showed  the  public  that  his  offer  had  been  solicited  by  President 
Emory  as  part  of  a  scheme  to  make  it  appear  that  Mr.  Weppner  had  an 
apparently  selfish  motive  in  condemning  the  administration  of  the  bank. 
A  further  step  in  this  scheme  to  place  the  cashier  in  a  false  light  was  the 
sending  of  him  to  New  York  on  a  wild-goose  chase  and  the  publishing, 
during  his  absence,  of  his  offer  to  buy  the  controlling  interest,  without 
explaining  the  circumstances  under  which  that  offer  was  obtained.  It 
later  appeared  that  in  a  conference  at  the  Hotel  Touraine,  at  which  he  and 
President  Emory  and  Vice  President  Schelling  were  present,  Emory  told 
Mr.  Weppner  that  if  he  would  make  him  an  offer  for  the  control,  he 
(Emory)  would  forward  it  to  Arthur  E.  Appleyard  of  Boston  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  at  once.  As  Weppner,  backed  by  some  of  the  directors,  was  anxi¬ 
ous  to  rid  the  bank  of  the  Appleyard  administration,  which  had  been  do¬ 
ing  some  queer  stunts  with,  the  bank’s  funds,  Weppner  at  once  wrote  out 
an  offer.  Emory  excused  himself  from  the  room.  He  returned  in  a  few 
minutes  and  represented  that  he  had  telephoned  to  Appleyard  in  Boston, 
had  read  the  offer  to  him,  and  that  Appleyard  would  leave  Boston  immedi¬ 
ately  for  New  York,  where  Mr.  Weppner  could  meet  him.  Mr.  Weppner 
took  the  train  that  night  for  New  York,  only  to  learn  that  his  trip  was  a 
fool’s  errand,  Appleyard  not  being  there.  His  absence  from  Buffalo 
afforded  Emory  and  Schelling  the  opportunity  to  give  the  morning  news¬ 
papers  the  story  about  Weppner’s  pique  and  revenge,  backing  it  up  with 
his  written  offer,  and  concealing  the  serious  charges  against  the  bank’s 
administration  which  Weppner  had  made  in  his  letter  of  resignation  to 
the  directors  a  few  days  before.  Next  day,  however,  Mr.  Weppner’s 
attorney,  James  C.  Beecher,  made  public  that  letter  of  resignation.  In 
it  the  cashier  charged  that  Appleyard,  who  was  a  promoter  of  a  lot  of 
wildcat  trolley  systems  in  various  states  and  owner  of  the  control  of 
several  banks  whose  funds  had  been  used  to  finance  those  commercial 
enterprises,  had  been  using  the  German-American  Bank  in  like  fashion. 
Mr.  Weppner  cited  a  series  of  loans,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  made  by  Appleyard’s  president,  Emory,  on  the  securities 
of  speculative  traction  companies,  and  also  that  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  the  German-American’s  funds  had.  been  transferred  to  Apple- 
yard’s  other  banks.  The  letter  of  resignation  explained  that  when  Apple- 
yard  had  acquired  control  of  the  German-American  and  German  banks, 
a  few  months  before,  and  had  made  Emory  president  of  both  banks,  he 
and  some  of  the  directors  were  led  to  believe  that  the  new  owners  were 
strong  financial  interests  who  were  to  consolidate  the  two  banks  on  a  stable 
basis.  But  after  witnessing  some  of  the  transactions  that  seemed  to 
amount  to  Appleyard  lending  the  bank’s  money  to  himself,  Mr.  Weppner 
became  anxious.  He  made  diligent  inquiries  about  Appleyard  and  the 
traction  companies  whose  securities  the  bank  held.  His  conclusion,  as  he 
expressed  it  in  his  letter  of  resignation,  was : 
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“  T  realized  that  we  had  all  been  duped  in  permitting  our  name  to  be 
used  by  interests  which  we  supposed  were  strong  and  wise  and  conserva¬ 
tive,  but  which,  in  fact,  were  speculative,  and  which  were  using  this 
institution  for  purposes  which,  while  they  may  have  been  honest,  were 
not  legitimate.. ..I  realized  the  delicacy  of  the  situation  and  the  danger 
in  which  such  reckless  management  would  involve  this  institution  and  my 
desire  was  to  resign  at  once.  I  determined,  however,  that  my  duty  to 
the  directors,  the  depositors  and  myself,  called  upon  me  to  take  instant 
and  firm  measures  to  rehabilitate  this  bank  and  to  compel  the  manage¬ 
ment  to  undo  the  reckless  things  which  they  had  done.’ 

“Quietly,  Mr.  Weppner  set  out  to  fulfill  that  duty  so  as  not  to  give 
needless  alarm.  He  sought  experienced  counsel  in  New  York  and  de¬ 
manded  of  President  Emory  and  Appleyard  that  the  bank  get  rid  of 
its  questionable  paper.  Appleyard  declared  that  his  loans  were  all  right 
and  offered  to  leave  the  question  to  the  state  superintendent  of  banks. 
Weppner  then  went  before  Superintendent  F.  D.  Kilburn  and  detailed  all 
the  transactions  which  he  questioned.  Kilburn  determined  that  the  loans 
were  ‘unwise’  and  that  they  should  be  taken  up.  They  were  taken  up, 
and  Mr.  Weppner  also  got  back  the  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  deposited 
in  Appleyard’s  other  banks.  The  only  questionable  paper  left  in  the 
bank  when  he  resigned  were  some  Appleyard  notes  for  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  which,  running  for  six  months,  were  not  yet  due  and  couldn’t 
be  collected  forthwith.  After  these  disclosures  were  made  a  committee 
of  the  clearing-house  examined  the  German-American’s  condition,  found  it 
all  right  and  agreed  to  back  it.  Soon  followed  a  reorganization  with 
Emory,  Appleyard  and  Schelling  out,  and  Judge  Loran  L.  Lewis  as  presi¬ 
dent  and  John  G.  Wickser  and  Franklin  D.  Locke  as  new  directors.  Confi¬ 
dence  was  restored.  Then  came  a  general  clamor  by  grateful  depositors 
for  the  reinstatement  of  Mr.  Weppner  as  cashier.  The  demand  of  the 
majority  of  the  directors  and  the  depositors  was  insistent,  and  on  Decem¬ 
ber  11th,  about  two  weeks  after  his  resignation,  he  was  reinstated  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  directorate  at  the  unanimous  request  of  the  clear¬ 
ing-house  committee.  Soon  thereafter  more  than  three  hundred  thous¬ 
and  dollars  of  withdrawn  deposits  were  returned.  Their  owners  had  de¬ 
clared  that  they  would  not  patronize  the  bank  unless  the  courageous  and 
faithful  cashier  was  put  back  on  the  job.  Mr.  Weppner  took  the  public 
acclaim  in  his  favor  with  his  usual  modesty.  He  went  quietly  back  to  his 
duties  and  kept  at  them  until  compelled  to  go  to  the  hospital  for  an 
operation. ...Edward  A.  Weppner  made  as  gallant  a  fight  to  save  himself 
from  death  by  cancer  as  he  did  to  preserve  the  German-American  Bank 
when  it  was  threatened  with  destruction  in  the  days  of  Appleyard.  Would 
that  one  effort  had  been  as  successful  as  the  other!  How  Cashier  Wepp- 
ner’s  courage  and  honesty  triumphed  over  dishonesty  and  personal  de¬ 
traction  forms  a  splendid  chapter  in  the  financial  history  of  Buffalo.” 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1891,  Mr.  Weppner  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Delia  E.  Kraus,  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Riehl)  Kraus,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Buffalo  and  were  of  German  descent.  John  Kraus, 
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who  for  many  years  conducted  a  dry  goods  business  at  446  Main  street 
in  Buffalo,  died  April  15,  1910,  having  for  about  fifteen  years  survived  his 
wife,  who  passed  away  June  24,  1895.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weppner  became  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Elmer  Kraus,  Raymond  John  and 
Caroline  Delia.  Elmer  K.  Weppner,  the  first  named,  was  born  in  Buffalo 
and  began  his  education  in  the  St.  Louis  school.  Following  his  graduation 
from  the  Lafayette  high  school  he  attended  Williams  College  for  two 
years  and  next  matriculated  in  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1914,  while  two  years  later  he  completed  a  course  in  the 
University  of  Buffalo  Law  School.  He  is  now  associated  with  the  New 
York  &  Buffalo  Auditing  Company.  In  1920  he  married  Mary  L.  Herger, 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Edward  Charles, 
Mary  Louise,  Ann  Therese  and  David  Francis.  Raymond  J.  Weppner; 
born  in  Buffalo,  received  his  early  education  in  the  St.  Louis  school  and 
is  a  graduate  of  School  No.  56,  of  the  Lafayette  high  school  and  of  the 
Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  completing 
his  course  in  the  last  named  institution  in  1924.  He  is  now  associated 
with  the  General  Electric  Company  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  went  to  the 
Mexican  border  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Infantry  in  1916  and 
during  the  period  of  America’s  participation  in  the  World  war  he  served 
overseas  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  In  1927  he  married  Hilda  Beyer, 
of  Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Virginia  Aileen,  who 
is  two  years  of  age.  Caroline  D.  Weppner,  born  in  Buffalo,  was  educated 
in  School  No.  56  and  in  Nardin  Academy  of  this  city  prior  to  entering  the 
State  Teachers  College,  which  conferred  upon  her  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science.  In  June,  1930,  she  was  graduated  from  Canisius  College  of 
Buffalo  with  the  Master  of  Arts  degree.  She  is  a  member  of  both  the 
Nardin  and  Canisius  Alumnae  Associations  and  the  national  honorary 
fraternity  of  Phi  Upsilon  Omicron.  Mrs.  Delia  E.  Weppner,  the  mother 
of  the  above  named,  also  acquired  her  education  in  Buffalo.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Catholic  Saturday  Afternoon  Club  and  the  Altar  Society  of 
the  New  Cathedral.  She  resides  at  563  Lafayette  avenue  in  Buffalo,  which 
has  been  the  family  home  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Weppner  was  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and  a  Roman 
Catholic  in  religious  faith,  being  a  trustee  of  St.  Louis  Church.  He  was 
a  member  of  Buffalo  Council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  was  also 
highly  esteemed  among  his  fellow  members  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Park 
Club,  the  Ellicott  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club.  Moreover,  Mr. 
Weppner  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  secretary 
of  the  Buffalo  Clearing  House  Association  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
Gasoline  Motor  Company. 

The  following  editorial  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  Times  under  date  of 
January  29,  1914:  “The  death  of  Edward  A.  Weppner  yesterday  takes  a 
citizen  whose  passing  is  a  conspicuous  loss  to  this  city.  That  can  honestly 
be  said  of  but  few  citizens;  although  still  a  young  man,  he  had  run  the 
acid  test  of  life,  and  never  faltered.  The  incident  of  the  Appleyard  effort 
to  grab  the  deposits  of  the  two  oldest  German  financial  institutions  here 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


187 


to  exploit  traction  lines  in  Ohio  is  not  so  far  astern  as  to  be  forgotten. 
The  German  Bank  had  been  acquired  by  Appleyard,  a  Boston  wildcat 
financier.  He  had  purchased  a  considerable  interest  in  the  German- 
American  Bank.  Also,  he  had  borrowed  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  from  the  latter  institution  on  securities  which  Edward 
A.  Weppner,  the  young  cashier,  believed  to  be  worthless,  and  this  loan 
Weppner  demanded  be  taken  up.  The  Appleyard  following  had  strong 
backing,  financial  and  otherwise.  Appleyard’s  man,  Emory,  had  been 
made  president  of  the  German-American ;  the  stockholders  and  most  of  the 
directors  were  disposing  of  their  stock  to  the  new  syndicate  and  the  Ger¬ 
man-American  was  in  a  fair  way  to  be  looted  when  Weppner,  at  the  sacri¬ 
fice  of  a  position  which  had  taken  years  to  reach,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
friendship  of  men  of  great  power  in  the  community,  exposed  the  entire 
scheme  in  time  to  save  the  bank  from  the  fate  which  overtook  the  German 
Bank  across  the  street.  Misrepresented  and  misunderstood  at  the  moment 
because  of  the  great  confidence  the  public  had  in  the  men  associated  with 
Appleyard,  and  the  fearfulness  that  Weppner’s  move  was  one  of  self- 
interest,  the  young  man’s  plan  almost  failed  because  of  the  distrust  of 
those  in  whose  interest  the  young  cashier  was  working.  The  crash  of  the 
German  Bank,  and  the  exposure  of  Appleyard,  brought  into  full  view  the 
heroic  efforts  young  Weppner  had  made  for  his  bank.  His  life  is  an  exam¬ 
ple  and  an  encouragement  to  the  young  men  of  Buffalo.  By  honesty  and 
faithfulness  to  duty  he  won  for  himself  the  undying  gratitude  of  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  bank  depositors  and  the  admiration  of  a  city.  He  leaves  to  his 
family  and  friends  a  heritage  which  the  passing  years  can  never  efface. 
When  many  who  were  associated  with  him  are  forgotten  he  will  be  re¬ 
membered,  and  though  the  people  of  Buffalo  mourn  with  the  family  in 
their  great  affliction,  all  are  happy  to  point  with  pride  to  the  life  Edward 
Weppner  lived  and  the  battle  he  fought  and  the  victory  he  achieved.” 

The  Evening  News  of  Buffalo,  under  date  of  January  29,  1914,  said : 
“The  death  of  Edward  A.  Weppner  is  a  loss  to  the  community  as  well  as  to 
his  kindred  and  his  business  associates.  It  was  said  long  ago  that  the 
just  man  shall  live  because  of  his  fidelity.  Mr.  Weppner  has  long  been 
distinguished  among  bankers  of  the  city  for  precisely  that  flawless  quality 
of  integrity  that  is  one  of  the  things  that  cannot  be  bought  and  is  rare 
enough  to  be  nearly  priceless  to  any  business  house.  Mr.  Weppner  began 
in  a  modest  way  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and  by  attention  to  the  busi¬ 
ness,  devotion  to  the  interests  of  his  bank,  he  rose  to  the  cashiership  and 
in  a  crisis  too  well  known  in  this  community  to  need  recital,  he  proved  that 
he  had  the  kind  of  courage  that  crowns  integrity.  He  has  ever  since  been 
honored  for  his  stand  at  that  time  and  received  the  rare  compliment  but 
a  short  time  ago  of  reelection  to  his  post,  although  it  was  well  known  that 
he  could  live  but  a  short  time,  owing  to  the  nature  of  his  disease.  Mr. 
Weppner’s  career  is  an  example  that  may  very  well  encourage  every  young 
man,  for  everyone  has  at  command  to  be  thoroughly  honest,  to  be  diligent 
in  business,  to  serve  his  employers  with  all  the  fidelity  that  he  has  and 


188 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


to  be  in  every  sense  a  most  excellent  citizen.  Such  things  are  within  the 
reach  of  every  aspiring  young  man  and  there  is  no  more  notable  instance 
of  this  practice  than  in  the  life  of  the  late  cashier  of  the  German-American 
Bank.” 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  German-American 
Bank,  held  on  the  30th  day  of  January,  1914,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

“Whereas,  In  the  death  of  our  highly  esteemed  officer  and  fellow  direc¬ 
tor,  Edward  A.  Weppner,  this  Board  has  sustained  the  loss  of  a  true  friend 
and  able  counsellor,  the  bank  a  loyal  and  efficient  cashier;  a  man  whose 
fidelity,  courage,  business  sagacity  and  strength  of  character  made  him 
known  and  respected  as  one  of  the  safest  and  soundest  of  bankers ;  and 

“Whereas,  His  long  continued,  honorable  and  efficient  services  to  the 
German-American  Bank,  in  various  capacities,  from  the  most  modest  to 
one  of  the  highest  and  most  responsible,  makes  it  eminently  fitting  and 
proper  that  this  Board  of  Directors  should  place  upon  record  its  sincere 
appreciation  of  his  faithful  services,  his  sterling  honesty  and  genial 
friendship,  and  to  express  their  sorrow  and  regret  in  the  irreparable  loss 
they  have  sustained;  therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  That  the  untimely  removal,  by  death,  of  our  respected  fel¬ 
low  member  as  an  officer  and  director  of  this  bank,  as  well  as  the  position 
he  occupied  in  the  financial  world,  creates  a  vacancy  that  in  many  respects 
will  remain  void  for  all  time. 

“Resolved,  That  we  hereby  extend  our  most  profound  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  and  stricken  family,  with  the  hope  that  in  their  sad  affliction 
they  will  find  substantial  consolation  in  the  memory  of  the  exemplary 
life  he  led  as  an  affectionate  husband,  father  and  brother. 

“Resolved,  That  this  Board  attend  the  funeral  in  a  body;  that  the  fore¬ 
going  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  bank,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be 
engrossed  and  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased.” 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Buffalo  Gasoline 
Motor  Company,  Thursday,  January  29,  1914,  the  following  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted : 

“Whereas,  Almighty  God,  in  His  wisdom,  called  from  our  midst  our 
friend  and  associate,  Edward  A.  Weppner,  and 

“Whereas,  In  his  death  the  city  of  Buffalo  has  lost  a  distinguished  and 
honorable  citizen,  the  business  interests  in  general  an  upright  and  con¬ 
scientious  counselor,  and  the  Buffalo  Gasoline  Motor  Company,  a  valued 
and  trusted  member  of  its  board  of  directors,  therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  That  our  heartfelt  sympathy  be  extended  to  the  family  of 
our  late  associate  and  friend,  Edward  A.  Weppner,  in  the  great  loss  which 
they  have  sustained.” 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Clearing  House  Association  of  the  City  of  Buffalo, 
held  on  the  31st  of  January,  1914,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

“It  is  with  sorrow  that  the  Clearing  House  Association  of  the  City  of 
Buffalo  has  learned  of  the  death  of  its  secretary,  Mr.  Edward  A.  Weppner. 
For  several  years  Mr.  Weppner  has  been  an  attentive  and  efficient  officer 
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of  this  association  and  has  won  for  himself,  by  his  high  character  and 
devotion  to  his  profession,  the  well  merited  respect  and  friendship  of  its 
members.  He  leaves  behind  him  a  host  of  business  associates  and  per¬ 
sonal  friends  who  will  miss  his  wise  counsel  and  genial  companionship. 

“He  was  a  sound  and  incorruptible  banker,  and  the  whole  community 
as  well  as  this  association  will  mourn  his  loss. 

“The  members  of  this  association  desire  to  record  this  tribute  to  his 
memory  and  to  tender  to  his  family  this  expression  of  sympathy.” 


W.  MORGAN  KENDALL 

Since  the  completion  of  his  college  course  W.  Morgan  Kendall  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  investment  banking,  a  field  of  activity  well  suited 
to  his  capacities  and  powers,  which  have  won  for  him  a  place  of  promi¬ 
nence  in  financial  circles  of  Buffalo,  his  native  city.  Born  November  6, 
1897,  he  is  a  son  of  William  A.  and  Fannie  (Morgan)  Kendall,  and  of 
English  descent.  His  father  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Westfield,  New 
York,  December  20,  1870,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  6, 
1872.  On  coming  to  the  United  States  the  paternal  grandfather  settled 
in  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  purchasing  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  Westfield,  and  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death  lived  re¬ 
tired  on  his  estate,  which  was  one  of  the  finest  in  that  district.  William 
J.  Morgan,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  W.  Morgan  Kendall,  emigrated 
from  England  to  Canada  but  subsequently  crossed  the  United  States 
border  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army. 
He  was  commissioned  a  colonel  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  conflict. 
Afterward  he  became  state  comptroller  under  Theodore  Roosevelt,  filling 
the  office  for  two  terms,  or  a  period  of  four  years.  In  republican  politics 
he  exerted  considerable  influence  and  while  a  resident  of  Buffalo  per¬ 
formed  valuable  public  service  as  one  of  the  first  grade  crossing  commis¬ 
sioners.  Mr.  Morgan  was  a  newspaper  man  of  note  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  identified  with  the  Buffalo  Commercial.  William  A.  Kendall 
has  long  made  his  home  in  Buffalo  and  is  well  known  in  local  insurance 
circles  as  a  representative  of  the  Guardian  Life  Assurance  Company,  with 
which  he  has  continued  for  many  years.  He  has  two  sons :  W.  Morgan ; 
and  Robert  A.,  who  is  attending  Cornell  University. 

After  completing  the  curriculum  of  the  grammar  school  W.  Morgan 
Kendall  became  a  pupil  in  the  Lafayette  high  school,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1915.  He  then  matriculated  in  Cornell  University  but  left 
that  institution  before  the  completion  of  his  studies,  enlisting  for  service 
in  the  World  war,  and  was  sent  to  the  officers  training  camp  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  stationed  until  his  discharge  on  the  23d 
of  December,  1918.  Returning  to  Ithaca,  New  York,  he  resumed  his 
studies  in  Cornell  University  and  there  won  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree 
in  1920.  His  first  knowledge  of  investment  banking  was  gained  during 
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the  two  years  of  his  connection  with  the  Buffalo  firm  of  O’Brian,  Potter 
&  Stafford  and  he  next  spent  two  years  in  the  Buffalo  office  of  the  Guar¬ 
anty  Company  of  New  York  city.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
established  a  business  of  his  own  in  this  city  and  has  since  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Griffith,  Kendall  &  Rochester.  They  have  fine  offices  on  the 
twentieth  floor  of  the  Liberty  Bank  building  and  deal  in  high-grade  securi¬ 
ties,  offering  their  clients  a  wide  selection  of  sound  investments. 
Thoroughly  conversant  with  the  details  of  the  business,  the  members  of 
the  firm  have  created  an  efficient  organization  and  are  coming  rapidly 
to  the  fore  as  investment  bankers. 

Mr.  Kendall  was  married  June  22,  1922,  to  Miss  Harriot  Parsons,  who 
studied  art  and  science  in  Cornell  University  and  after  her  graduation 
engaged  in  social  work  in  Buffalo  for  a  year.  She  was  also  a  teacher  in 
Coker  College  of  South  Carolina,  an  exclusive  school  for  girls.  Mrs. 
Kendall’s  parents,  Rock  and  Mattie  Parsons,  are  both  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kendall  have  a  daughter,  Patricia,  born  August  6,  1927.  Mr. 
Kendall  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the  Lake  Placid  Club,  the  Cornell  Club  of 
Buffalo  and  the  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity  of  Cornell  University.  Through 
his  connection  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  he  is  working  systemat¬ 
ically  for  Buffalo’s  best  interests  and  as  a  young  man  of  enterprise  and 
ability  he  is  an  important  factor  in  the  city’s  business  life. 


SAMUEL  B.  LINDSAY 

Important  interests  claim  the  attention  and  profit  by  the  forcefulness, 
enterprise  and  ability  of  Samuel  B.  Lindsay,  a  Buffalo  business  man  who 
is  well  known  as  general  agent  of  the  Connecticut  General  Life  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  a  corporation  to  which  he  has  given  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  of  conscientious  service.  He  was  born  in  Cuba,  New  York, 
April  7,  1872,  and  is  of  Scotch  and  Irish  lineage  in  the  paternal  line,  while 
his  maternal  ancestors  lived  in  England  for  thirteen  generations. 

His  father,  James  C.  Lindsay,  was  born  on  the  Emerald  isle  and  when 
a  lad  of  twelve  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who  settled  in  Alle¬ 
gany  county,  New  York,  where  the  grandfather  purchased  a  farm.  He 
assisted  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land  and  remained  at  home 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  at  Cuba, 
New  York,  in  Company  F  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
fought  valiantly  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  until  illness  disquali¬ 
fied  him  for  further  service.  On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  ob¬ 
tained  a  position  in  a  lumber  mill  three  miles  from  Olean,  New  York, 
owned  by  Weston  Brothers,  with  whom  he  continued  for  many  years,  be¬ 
coming  chief  sawyer  and  superintendent  of  the  plant.  His  son,  James  R. 
Lindsay,  assisted  him  in  the  mill,  also  acquiring  skill  as  a  sawyer,  and 
was  there  employed  until  the  supply  of  timber  in  the  district  was  ex¬ 
hausted,  sawing  the  last  logs  cut  in  the  plant.  In  politics  the  father  was 
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a  strong  republican,  active  in  support  of  the  party.  The  mother,  Mary 
(Harbeck)  Lindsay,  was  a  native  of  New  York  state  and  a  member  of  one 
of  its  old  families.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman  and  her 
brother,  John  Harbeck,  also  operated  a  sawmill.  Joseph  Harbeck,  an¬ 
other  brother,  started  in  life  as  a  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker  and  also 
mastered  the  art  of  making  violins.  Mary  Lindsay  passed  away  in  1874 
and  was  long  survived  by  her  husband,  whose  demise  occurred  in  1916, 
when  he  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

They  had  a  family  of  five  children.  James  R.  worked  and  next  be¬ 
came  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  rural  schools  of  that  locality.  Afterward  he 
worked  for  a  railroad  and  then  assisted  his  father  in  the  mill.  In  1886 
he  married  Adelaide  Lewis,  a  native  of  Painted  Post,  New  York,  and 
seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Marion,  Ralph,  Joseph,  Robert,  Lewis, 
Grace  and  Ruth.  Nellie  F.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Luce,  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  and  their  children  are  Harry,  Ethel  and  Elsie.  Deborah,  the 
widow  of  Morris  Borst,  is  living  in  Olean,  New  York,  and  has  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Ruby  and  Earl.  Alice  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Lewis,  of  Weston 
Mills,  New  York,  and  they  now  reside  on  the  Lindsay  homestead.  Their 
children  are  Margaret,  Kenneth,  Sophia,  Beulah  and  Mary. 

Samuel  B.  Lindsay,  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  attended  the  district 
school  at  Weston  Mills  near  Olean,  New  York,  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  fourteen  and  afterward  took  a  course  in  the  Westbrook  Business  Col¬ 
lege,  now  Westbrook  Academy.  In  February,  1888,  he  went  to  Tona- 
wanda,  New  York,  as  a  stenographer  for  the  L.  A.  Kelsey  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  spending  four  years  with  that  firm,  and  was  next  with  the  Humph¬ 
rey  &  Vandervoort  Insurance  Company  for  a  year.  During  the  ensuing 
period  of  eleven  years  he  was  employed  in  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Tonawanda,  acting  as  bookkeeper,  stenographer  and  assistant  cashier, 
and  from  1904  to  1908  was  special  agent  at  Tonawanda  for  the  Connecti¬ 
cut  General  Life  Insurance  Company.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  made  gen¬ 
eral  agent  and  since  1911  has  maintained  his  headquarters  in  Buffalo.  He 
supervises  the  work  of  the  company’s  representatives  in  Niagara  Falls, 
Tonawanda  and  Lockport  and  has  secured  a  large  number  of  policy  hold¬ 
ers  in  his  district,  which  comprises  three  counties.  For  twenty-six  years 
he  has  exerted  his  best  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  its  most  capable  and  successful  agents. 

Mr.  Lindsay  was  married  in  Selkirk,  Ontario,  November  3,  1897,  to 
Miss  Marm  Louise  Phillips,  whose  father  was  engaged  in  the  drug  busi¬ 
ness  there  for  an  extended  period.  He  is  ninety  years  of  age  and  has  long 
survived  his  wife,  who  died  in  1913.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindsay  have  two 
daughters.  Gladys  Cecelia,  born  September  5,  1899,  attended  the  Buffalo 
Seminary  and  Havergal  College  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  becoming  an  ac¬ 
complished  musician  and  singer.  She  was  married  to  Nathaniel  S.  Nor¬ 
ton,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  a  son,  Nathaniel  Norton,  Jr.,  who  was  born 
April  2,  1928.  Isabel  Lindsay,  born  June  30,  1905,  is  also  a  talented  mu¬ 
sician.  She  was  graduated  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  attended  a 
finishing  school  in  Boston. 
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Mr.  Lindsay  is  identified  with  both  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite  bodies 
of  Masons,  belonging  to  Lakeland  Lodge,  No.  892,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo, 
to  the  chapter,  council,  commandery,  consistory  and  shrine,  and  is  a 
worthy  exemplar  of  the  order.  In  1915  he  became  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  local  Kiwanis  Club  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club  and  the  Park  Club. 
He  has  long  been  active  in  religious  work,  filling  various  offices  in  the 
Richmond  Avenue  Church  of  Christ,  and  cooperates  in  every  movement  for 
the  growth  and  betterment  of  the  community  which  for  nearly  two  dec¬ 
ades  has  numbered  him  among  its  useful  and  influential  citizens  and 
progressive  business  men.  Mr.  Lindsay’s  Buffalo  residence  is  at  481  Ash¬ 
land  avenue  and  his  summer  home,  “Lindsay  Lodge”  is  at  Pinehurst. 


HENRY  CLAY  MOFFAT 

Henry  Clay  Moffat,  long  a  prominent  maltster  of  Buffalo,  was  a  native 
son  of  the  city  who  here  passed  away  December  30,  1919,  when  seventy- 
five  years  of  age.  He  was  born  February  5,  1844,  a  son  of  James  and 
Amelia  (Rogers)  Moffat.  The  Moffat  family  came  originally  from  the 
town  of  Moffat,  in  Scotland,  where  the  Moffat  ale  had  long  been  famous. 
John  Moffat,  the  grandfather  of  Henry  C.  Moffat,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  bringing  with  him  the 
recipe  of  Moffat  ale  which  had  been  in  the  family  for  many  years.  He 
located  first  in  Geneva,  New  York,  whence  about  1830  he  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  founded  the  Moffat  Malting  Company  at  the  intersection  of  Elm¬ 
wood  and  Mohawk  streets.  This  business  was  conducted  by  the  family 
for  nearly  a  hundred  years. 

Henry  C.  Moffat  pursued  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  also  attended  Dr.  Ernst’s  private  school.  After  completing  his  edu¬ 
cational  training  he  traveled  extensively  and  on  his  return  to  the  United 
States  entered  the  drug  business  in  New  York  city.  The  period  of  his 
residence  in  the  eastern  metropolis  was  of  short  duration,  however,  for 
he  came  back  to  Buffalo  to  take  up  his  duties  in  connection  with  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  enterprise  established  by  his  father,  thus  continuing  active 
until  the  eighteenth  amendment  to  the  constitution  obliged  him  to  aban¬ 
don  the  malting  business.  Then  he  organized  the  Moffat  Milling  Com¬ 
pany,  of  which  he  remained  at  the  head  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  William  LeRoy,  who  successfully  directed  the 
affairs  of  the  Moffat  Milling  Company  throughout  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  At  the  latter’s  death  on  the  5th  of  February,  1926,  the  business 
which  had  been  in  the  family  for  four  generations  was  given  up. 

Mr.  Moffat  was  twice  married.  To  him  and  his  first  wife,  who  in  her 
maindenhood  was  Alice  Farthing,  of  Buffalo,  were  born  two  children: 
William  LeRoy,  who  is  deceased;  and  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
S.  Bentley,  of  Pelham,  New  York.  In  1892  Mr.  Moffat  was  again  married, 
his  second  union  being  with  Amelia  Hohe,  of  Buffalo,  daughter  of  Carl 
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Adolph  and  Amelia  Barbara  (Wendt)  Hohe.  Her  father,  a  native  of 
Germany  who  served  as  an  officer  in  the  German  Army,  crossed  the  At¬ 
lantic  to  the  United  States  when  about  thirty-two  years  of  age  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  worked  at  masonry.  About  four 
years  later  he  returned  to  Europe  for  his  bride,  who  was  an  Austrian  and 
a  grandaughter  of  Baron  Wendt  of  Austria.  He  came  back  to  Buffalo  with 
his  young  wife,  and  here  the  couple  continued  to  reside  throughout  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Hohe  manifested  an  active  interest  in  civic 
affairs  and  became  widely  known  as  a  prominent  and  substantial  citizen. 
Henry  C.  and  Amelia  (Hohe)  Moffat  became  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Mildred,  who  was  educated  in  the  Elmwood  School,  in  Mr.  Wheeler’s 
School  of  Buffalo  and  in  the  Glen  Eden  School  of  Stamford,  Connecticut, 
being  a  graduate  of  the  last  named  institution.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Park  Club,  the  Town  Club,  Alpha  Phi  fraternity  and  also  a  member  of 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

Mr.  Moffat  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party,  while 
his  religious  faith  was  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  His  career  was  an  upright  and  honorable  one  in  every  relation 
and  his  death  was  the  occasion  of  deep  and  widespread  regret,  for  he  long 
enjoyed  high  standing  among  Buffalo’s  representative  and  esteemed  citi¬ 
zens.  Mrs.  Moffat,  also  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  city, 
acquired  her  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  Miss  Green’s  private 
school  of  Buffalo.  She  now  has  membership  in  the  Park  Club  and  the 
Town  Club  and  is  a  former  director  of  the  Crippled  Children’s  Home.  She 
is  also  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  her  religious  faith  being  that  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church.  She  took  an  active  part  in  all  war 
work  in  Buffalo  during  the  period  of  the  great  world  conflict.  Mrs.  Moffat 
has  traveled  extensively  in  company  with  her  daughter,  and  when  in 
Buffalo  they  reside  at  35  Voorhees  avenue,  where  their  beautiful  garden 
is  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  city. 


PATRICK  HAROLD  HODGSON 

Patrick  Harold  Hodgson,  a  young  attorney  destined  to  rise  to  promin¬ 
ence  in  his  chosen  profession,  is  a  clerk  in  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke, 
Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth,  with  offices  in  the  Marine  Trust  Company 
building  at  Buffalo.  A  native  of  East  Yorkshire,  England,  he  was  born 
March  17,  1906,  his  parents  being  William  Egerton  and  Florence  Annie 
(Glasier)  Hodgson.  The  Glasier  family,  which  numbers  many  prominent 
representatives,  has  a  coat  of  arms  and  traces  its  ancestry  in  England 
back  to  1460.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  E.  Hodgson  were  the  parents  of  a 
son  and  a  daughter,  namely:  Patrick  Harold,  of  this  review;  and  Florence 
Nina,  who  is  the  wife  of  Arthur  Clifford  Hartley,  of  Surrey  county,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  the  mother  of  a  son,  John  Patrick.  William  E.  Hodgson  died 
when  his  son  Patrick  was  but  two  years  of  age,  and  his  widow  afterward 
became  the  wife  of  Edward  Dumoulin,  a  native  of  Ferriby,  East  York- 
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shire,  England,  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  that  section 
and  for  many  years  a  wool  merchant.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edward  Dumoulin  are  Victor  Edward,  Nina  Valerie  and  Geof¬ 
frey. 

Patrick  H.  Hodgson  pursued  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Wor¬ 
cestershire  and  continued  his  studies  in  Malvern  College  of  England.  On 
the  completion  of  a  law  course  he  was  admitted  to  the  rolls  of  solicitors 
of  the  supreme  court  of  England.  As  stated  above,  he  is  now  identified 
as  clerk  with  the  law  firm  of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letch- 
worth  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  successful  career 
at  the  bar  lies  before  him. 

The  local  press  chronicled  “one  of  the  most  prominent  weddings  of  the 
season”  on  the  8th  of  February,  1930,  when  Mr.  Hodgson  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Olive  Wilhelmina  Schoellkopf,  born  August  9,  1908,  the  eld¬ 
est  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf  Jr.  A  biog¬ 
raphy  of  her  father  appears  in  another  part  of  this  publication,  and  a 
detailed  history  of  the  Schoellkopf  family  is  given  in  connection  with 
the  sketch  of  her  grandfather,  Jacob  Frederick  Schoellkopf,  Sr. 


RT.  REV.  WILLIAM  TURNER,  D.  D. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  William  Turner  became  sixth  bishop  of  Buffalo  on  March 
30,  1919.  He  succeeded  to  a  large  Catholic  diocese  that  had  been  ably 
and  zealously  guided  through  the  pioneering  ages  of  Bishops  Timon  and 
Ryan,  to  the  expanding  periods  of  Bishops  Quigley,  Colton  and  Dougherty. 
In  1847  Rt.  Rev.  John  Timon,  C.  M.,  D.  D.,  Buffalo’s  first  Catholic  bishop, 
blazed  the  trail  through  the  thinly  populated  sections  of  western  New 
York  to  form  the  first  diocese  in  the  state,  west  of  Albany.  His  years  of 
struggle,  due  to  limited  resources,  witnessed  the  foundation  of  several 
parishes,  educational  and  charitable  institutions  that  were  to  become  the 
nucleus  of  a  large  and  extensive  diocese  within  a  century  afterward.  Upon 
his  death  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Stephen  Vincent  Ryan,  D.  M., 
D.  D.,  a  writer  and  author  of  renown,  a  scholar  of  wide  learning,  who 
carried  on  with  similar  zeal  and  sacrifice,  the  ecclesiastical  works  of  a 
growing  diocese.  The  third  bishop  of  Buffalo  was  the  first  priest  of  the 
diocese  raised  to  the  episcopacy.  During  his  episcopate  the  Catholic 
population  and  number  of  ecclesiastical  institutions  increased  rapidly. 
New  honor  and  added  authority  came  to  Bishop  Quigley  when  he  was 
raised  to  the  archiepiscopacy  in  the  see  of  Chicago,  January  8,  1903. 
Rt.  Rev.  Charles  Colton,  D.  D.,  of  New  York  city  was  appointed  by  Rome 
to  the  see  of  Buffalo,  August  23,  1903.  His  sanctity  and  his  zeal  were 
characteristic  of  this  beloved  ecclesiastic.  During  his  episcopate  St. 
Joseph’s  new  cathedral  was  built — a  stately  edifice,  known  for  the  purity 
of  its  Gothic  style.  Upon  his  death  he  was  succeeded  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Dennis  J.  Dougherty,  December  6,  1915.  Bishop  Dougherty  was  elevated 
to  the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Philadelphia  in  February,  1919. 


RT.  REV.  WILLIAM  TURNER 
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The  sixth  bishop  of  Buffalo,  Rt.  Rev.  William  Turner,  was  born  in 
Kilmallock,  County  Limerick,  Ireland,  April  8,  1871.  He  was  the  second 
son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (Carey)  Turner,  a  religious  family  that  gave 
four  sons  and  three  daughters  to  religion.  He  received  his  preparatory 
education  in  the  national  schools  of  his  native  town  and  county  and  upon 
its  completion  entered  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland,  now  the  National 
University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1888  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Upon  that  occasion  he  was  awarded  the  highest  honors 
in  philosophy,  an  event  worthy  of  note,  since  Bishop  Turner  was  to  be¬ 
come  later  in  life  an  international  authority  on  the  history  of  philosophy. 
After  his  graduation  from  the  Royal  University  he  entered  the  American 
College  in  Rome,  where  he  completed  his  theological  course.  He  was 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  the  Eternal  City  in  1893  by  Cardinal  Paroc- 
chi.  At  the  completion  of  his  theological  studies  he  received  a  doctorate 
in  sacred  theology.  The  autumn  of  1893  and  the  winter  and  spring  of 
1894  found  Dr.  Turner  in  LTnstitut  Catholique  in  Paris  to  continue  his 
studies  in  post-graduate  work.  In  the  summer  of  that  year  he  was 
offered  the  chair  of  philosophy  in  the  Seminary  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
which  he  accepted.  For  twelve  years  Dr.  Turner  instructed  the  future 
priests  in  the  “science  of  all  things.”  To  his  professional  labors  he  added 
the  work  of  combining  into  one  volume  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
treatises  of  modern  times — a  history  of  the  philosophical  systems  of  pre- 
Christian  and  Christian  periods.  It  embodied  the  teachings  of  Plato  and 
Aristotle,  as  well  as  the  teachings  of  Thomas  Aquinas  and  Kent.  The 
History  of  Philosophy  was  published  by  Ginn  &  Company  in  1903.  It 
quickly  became  the  accepted  text-book,  both  in  America  and  in  Europe,  of 
Catholic  colleges  and  nonsectarian  universities  alike.  It  brought  instant 
recognition  to  the  priest  who  sixteen  years  afterward  was  to  leave  the 
professor’s  chair  to  become  the  shepherd  of  a  large  flock.  Twenty-seven 
year  following  the  publication  of  the  History  of  Philosophy  with  a  per¬ 
sistent  demand  for  the  volume  pressing  the  publishers,  Ginn  &  Company 
requested  the  Bishop  of  Buffalo  to  bring  the  sole  history  of  philosophy  in 
the  English  language  up  to  date.  The  request  was  granted  and  this 
authoritative  volume  that  has  proven  a  limitless  source  of  information  to 
thousands  of  students  continues  its  uninterrupted  sale — a  tribute  to  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  prelate  and  an  eminent  scholar.  In  1911  Dr.  Turner  published 
his  Lessons  in  Logic,  a  valuable  aid  in  the  study  of  a  great  science. 

In  the  autumn  of  1906  Bishop  Turner  became  professor  of  philosophy 
in  the  Catholic  University  at  Washington.  In  this  prominent  educational 
institution  his  influence  as  an  educator  was  widened.  He  became  librarian 
and  editor  of  the  University  Bulletin.  From  1911  to  1913  he  was  a 
lecturer  in  the  Brooklyn  Institute  of  Sciences  and  Arts.  For  several  years 
he  was  also  a  lecturer  at  Trinity  College,  Washington,  as  well  as  a  lecturer 
at  the  Catholic  Summer  School  at  Cliff  Haven,  New  York.  From  1914  to 
1919  he  was  editor  of  the  American  Ecclesiastical  Review,  an  important 
magazine  that  is  published  chiefly  for  the  Catholic  priests  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  He  also  acted  as  associate  editor  of  the  Catholic 
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Historical  Review.  In  all  these  grave  mental  labors  Bishop  Turner  ex¬ 
hibited  a  keenness  of  intellect  and  a  knowledge  of  the  higher  sciences  that 
were  extraordinary.  He  was  imparting  to  others  the  careful  training  he 
he  received  in  Dublin,  Rome  and  Paris.  All  this  he  accomplished  with  a 
modesty  peculiar  to  distinguished  minds.  In  1919  his  great  learning  and 
his  ability  to  direct  others  were  recognized  in  the  fountainhead  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Now  he  was  to  assume  fresh  responsibility.  His  genius  for 
organizing,  guiding  and  counseling  was  to  find  expression  in  a  larger  field. 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1919,  Rev.  Turner  was  consecrated  Bishop  of 
Buffalo  in  the  noted  Franciscan  Monastery  Church  at  Brookland,  a  suburb 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  On  April  10  of  the  same  year  Bishop  Turner  was 
installed  as  the  primate  of  the  see  of  Buffalo  in  St.  Joseph’s  New  Cathedral 
with  all  the  ceremony  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  democratic  spirit  of 
Buffalo’s  sixth  bishop  was  attested  at  the  banquet  tendered  him  following 
the  installation.  In  his  first  address  delivered  to  the  priests  of  the  diocese, 
Bishop  Turner  emphatically  stated,  “I  do  not  wish  to  be  called  ‘Your 
Lordship’ — we  have  no  lords  or  princes  in  the  United  States.  Please 
address  me  as  ‘Bishop.’  ”  Buffalo  was  to  have  a  Catholic  bishop  whose 
Americanism  and  dislike  for  titles  ordinarily  given  in  monarchies  were 
apparent. 

Every  leader  may  only  be  judged  by  his  successes  and  failures.  The 
increase  in  the  large  diocese  over  which  he  has  so  ably  acted  as  shepherd 
is  self-evident  of  the  quality  of  his  leadership.  While  communities  in  the 
United  States  grow  rapidly,  it  requires  a  man  of  foresight  and  discern¬ 
ment  to  meet  all  exigencies.  In  a  period  of  eleven  years  (1919  to  1930) 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  priests.  Thirty- 
two  parishes  have  been  added.  The  number  of  students  in  the  two  Catholic 
male  colleges  has  been  augmented  by  six  hundred  and  in  the  academies  for 
girls,  by  seven  hundred.  A  remarkable  increase  is  noted  in  the  parochial 
schools  of  the  diocese.  When  Bishop  Turner  came  to  Buffalo  in  1919,  the 
total  registration  was  thirty-eight  thousand,  six  hundred  and  fourteen. 
In  1930  that  number  has  grown  to  fifty-four  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-five.  The  Catholic  population  in  1919  was  three  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand.  In  1930  the  population  was  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-four.  This  is  an  increase  of 
approximately  twenty  per  cent  in  eleven  years.  It  bespeaks  a  fatherly 
care  and  solicitude  that  have  produced  not  merely  an  increase  in  numbers 
but  in  spiritual  results. 

The  outstanding  achievement  of  Bishop  Turner  in  his  episcopate  has 
been  the  foundation  and  remarkable  growth  of  the  Catholic  Charities  of 
the  diocese.  Bishop  Turner  saw  the  demand  for  organized  charity  in  west¬ 
ern  New  York  and  he  met  it.  He  recognized  the  need  of  scientific  care 
for  the  charges  of  the  diocese  and  he  has  given  it.  Previously  the  man¬ 
ner  of  care  for  the  widowed,  the  orphaned  and  the  unfortunate  lacked  a 
businesslike  and  efficient  administration. 

In  1923  Bishop  Turner  reorganized  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society 
and  opened  an  office  of  the  Particular  Council  and  Parish  Conferences  at 
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44  Franklin  street,  Buffalo.  In  the  same  year  he  established  the  Catholic 
Charities  of  Buffalo,  Incorporated.  The  purpose  of  the  corporation  was 
to  federate  Catholic  charitable  activities  of  the  diocese  into  a  joint  financ¬ 
ing  effort  under  the  name  of  the  Catholic  Charities  Campaign.  On  April 
6  of  the  following  year  the  first  Charities  Campaign  was  inaugurated.  It 
was  an  immediate  success.  In  the  opening  address  to  the  workers  in 
St.  Joseph’s  Old  Cathedral,  Bishop  Turner  asked  them  to  go  forth  “as  an 
army  in  battle  array”  to  peaceably  win  a  great  victory  for  charity.  Nearly 
fifty  thousand  dollars  were  subscribed  above  the  prescribed  quota  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  Successive  years  have  witnessed  the 
amount  subscribed  raised  until  in  1930  the  grand  total  reached  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

The  year  1924  saw  also  the  organization  of  the  child  placing  and  pro¬ 
tective  department  for  the  placement  of  Catholic  children  in  boarding 
and  adoptive  homes  and  admission  of  children  to  charitable  institutions. 
A  department  was  also  organized  to  care  for  discharged  prisoners  and  to 
obtain  positions  for  the  unemployed.  In  1927  county  offices  of  the  Catholic 
Charities  were  opened  in  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus  and  Niagara  counties. 
The  year  1929  witnessed  the  enlargement  of  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
health  camp  for  undernourished  children — a  work  that  was  financially 
sponsored  by  several  wealthy  citizens  of  western  New  York.  The  Catholic 
Charities  of  Buffalo,  Inc.,  now  include  twenty-four  agencies  that  care  for 
all  forms  of  dependency.  Bishop  Turner’s  dream  has  been  realized.  Like 
another  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  he  is  caring  for  the  Catholic  poor  of  western 
New  York  with  the  earnest  and  whole-hearted  assistance  of  nearly  four 
hundred  thousand  Catholics.  It  can  be  safely  stated  that  if  the  sixth 
Bishop  of  Buffalo  were  asked  what  was  the  outstanding  achievement  of 
his  sixty-one  years,  he  would  point  to  the  establishment  and  growth  of 
an  organized  system  to  provide  the  necessities  of  life  for  Christ’s  blessed 
poor. 


JOHN  GOWANS 

John  Gowans,  engaged  in  the  life  insurance  business  in  Buffalo,  his 
native  city,  is  a  son  of  Grosvenor  H.  and  Laetitia  V.  (Thompson)  Gowans 
and  represents  honored  pioneer  families  of  Buffalo.  The  father  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  the  city  and  devoted  his  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  soap,  operating  under  the  style  of  Gowans  &  Sons  for  many  years. 
He  came  of  Revolutionary  stock  and  the  mother’s  ancestors  also  fought 
for  American  independence.  She  still  resides  in  Buffalo,  of  which  city 
her  father,  Augustus  Porter  Thompson,  was  the  first  mayor.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gowans  were  born  two  children:  John,  and  Gladys,  the  wife  of 
Loran  L.  Lewis,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business. 

John  Gowans  was  born  September  10,  1897,  and  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo,  graduating  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  in  1914.  He 
then  enrolled  as  a  student  in  the  Phillips  Andover  Academy,  a  prepara- 
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tory  school  near  Boston,  which  he  attended  until  his  enlistment  in  the 
aviation  corps  of  the  United  States  Army.  After  three  months  training 
in  the  ground  school  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  he  was  sent  to  Ellington  field, 
Texas,  and  later  to  fields  in  other  parts  of  this  country.  He  spent  ten 
months  in  France,  participating  in  many  dangerous  airflights  over  the 
western  front,  and  in  March,  1919,  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  return  to  Buffalo  he  became  associated  with  Glenny,  Monro 
&  Moll,  investment  brokers,  with  whom  he  continued  until  1926.  He  after¬ 
ward  became  a  member  of  the  investment  securities  firm  of  Cleversley, 
Rounds,  Mundie  &  Gowans,  which  continued  until  September,  1930,  when 
Mr.  Gowans  retired  from  the  firm.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  Penn 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  at  Buffalo. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1925,  Mr.  Gowans  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dutton  Rounds,  a  daughter  of  Edward  H.  and  Edith  (Dutton) 
Rounds,  the  former  now  deceased.  Mr.  Gowans  belongs  to  the  Saturn 
Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  East  Aurora  Coun¬ 
try  Club  and  the  Anglo-American  Fish  and  Game  Protection  Club  of  Bic, 
Quebec,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


JOHN  ALLAN  GARDINER 

The  success  achieved  by  John  Allan  Gardiner,  president  and  manager 
of  the  Gardiner  Manufacturing  Company,  Incorporated,  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  is  the  reward  of  perseverance  and  industry,  for  it  is  an  unquestioned 
fact  that  he  has  reached  his  present  position  solely  through  his  own  efforts, 
through  years  of  grinding  work  and  in  the  face  of  obstacles  which  would 
have  discouraged  one  of  lesser  determination  and  endurance.  Mr.  Gardi¬ 
ner  is  the  manufacturer  of  the  famous  101,  a  solution  so  named  because 
it  has  a  hundred  and  one  and  more  uses,  and  of  which  over  forty  million 
bottles  have  been  sold  since  the  year  1920.  The  rapid  growth  of  this 
business  closely  approaches  the  phenomenal  and  it  may  be  attributed  both 
to  the  sustained  efforts  of  Mr.  Gardiner  and  to  the  excellent  quality  of 
the  product  itself. 

John  Allan  Gardiner  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  October  9,  1889, 
a  son  of  William  John  and  Isabella  (Dawson)  Gardiner.  The  father 
also  was  a  native  of  Montreal,  and  died  in  1929.  After  attending  the 
public  schools,  he  learned  the  plumbing  trade,  which  he  made  his  life 
work,  having  conducted  his  own  business  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  military  of  Quebec  province  for  twenty-seven  years, 
in  recognition  of  which  he  was  awarded  the  long  service  medal.  He  rose 
to  the  rank  of  sergeant-major  in  the  Fifth  Royal  Highlanders,  but  retired 
prior  to  his  demise.  Isabella  Dawson  Gardiner,  his  wife,  was  born  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  when  a  small  girl  went  to  Rochester,  New  York, 
with  her  parents.  Later  they  moved  to  Le  Roy,  New  York,  then  to  Mon¬ 
treal,  Canada,  where  she  met  and  married  Mr.  Gardiner.  Seven  children 
were  born  of  this  marriage.  Gertrude  May  Gardiner  married  George 
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Swineburne,  native  of  Montreal,  now  deceased,  by  whom  she  was  the 
mother  of  a  son,  George,  now  an  ornamental  cement  worker.  She  married, 
secondly,  John  Thorpe,  a  native  of  England,  a  man  of  prominent  ancestry 
and  now  an  executive  of  the  Montreal  Light  &  Power  Company.  Florence 
Lillian  Gardiner,  the  second  daughter,  was  also  twice  married,  first  to 
Robert  Balfour  Davies  of  Montreal,  now  deceased,  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  child,  Lome,  who  is  a  public  accountant,  and  secondly  to  Harry 
Ouffling,  a  native  of  England,  now  identified  with  the  transportation  busi¬ 
ness  in  Montreal.  Two  children,  Keith  and  Merle,  have  been  born  of  this 
union.  Ethel  Gardiner,  third  in  order  of  birth,  and  now  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  William  Townsend,  of  Montreal,  a  master  mechanic  with  the 
Montreal  Locomotive  Works.  They  had  three  children,  Russell,  Howard, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  William  Harcourt  Gardiner,  the  fourth 
child,  is  a  commercial  artist,  who  has  been  on  the  staff  of  the  Montreal 
Daily  Star  for  thirty  years.  He  married  Mary  Bowen,  of  Montreal,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Thelma  and  Harcourt.  Fifth  in  the  order  of 
birth  is  John  Allan  Gardiner,  and  sixth  is  Herbert  Dawson  Gardiner,  a 
machinist,  who  married  Bessie  Pass,  who  was  born  at  Liverpool,  England, 
and  they  have  a  son,  Cyril.  Seventh  is  Harold  Russell  Gardiner,  a  mech¬ 
anical  draftsman,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  married  Frances  Dougherty, 
a  native  of  Montreal. 

John  Allan  Gardiner  attended  the  public  schools  of  Montreal,  Canada, 
and  early  in  life  learned  the  machinist  trade.  When  sixteen  years  of  age, 
he  went  to  Vancouver,  British  Columbia,  for  a  time,  then  successively  to 
Winnipeg,  Yorktown  and  Saskatchewan,  after  which  he  returned  east. 
During  this  period  he  crossed  the  American  continent  eight  different 
times,  working  his  way  on  dining  cars.  In  1909  he  went  to  Niagara 
Falls,  where  he  clerked  in  a  jewelry  store  one  year  and  then  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  worked  another  year  in  a  store  of 
the  same  company.  Returning  to  Niagara  Falls,  he  sold  insurance  until 
1911.  He  continued  in  the  insurance  business  in  the  Canadian  city  of  his 
birth  until  1912,  then  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  until  1914,  when  the 
World  war  began.  Mr.  Gardiner  entered  the  service  of  the  Canadian  gov¬ 
ernment  during  this  crisis  and  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  1917. 
Following  this,  he  was  an  automobile  salesman  in  Montreal  for  a  time,  but 
resigned  to  join  the  Gutta-Percha  Rubber  Company  of  Montreal,  with 
which  concern  he  continued  until  June  16,  1920,  returning  then  to  Nia¬ 
gara  Falls,  New  York.  On  August  20,  1920,  he  organized  the  Gardiner 
Manufacturing  Company,  the  story  of  which  is  one  of  the  epics  of  manu¬ 
facturing  in  western  New  York. 

In  1920  Mr.  Gardiner  was  living  in  a  building  situated  on  Lockport 
street  and  South  avenue,  Niagara  Falls,  and  there  he  perfected  the  chemi¬ 
cal  formula  he  had  long  been  seeking,  which  was  that  of  an  inexpensive 
solution  which  combined  the  properties  of  germicide,  cleanser,  deodorant, 
bleach,  stain  remover,  and  sterilizer,  yet  which  was  wholly  safe  for 
humans  and  for  most  fabrics.  He  named  his  solution  101,  because  it  had 
at  least  one  hundred  and  one  important  uses.  During  the  first  year,  Mr. 
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Gardiner  made  and  sold  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  bot¬ 
tles  of  101.  He  was  alone  in  his  work,  and  had  not  the  funds  to  hire  assist¬ 
ance,  consequently  manufactured  the  solution  in  the  evening,  bottled  it 
and  labeled  it  by  hand  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning,  and  during 
the  day  sold  it  from  house  to  house,  explaining  its  merits  to  each  house¬ 
keeper  in  turn.  These  were  the  arduous  days  of  his  business,  days  of 
repeated  discouragements,  rebuffs,  and  even  insults,  but  he  persisted,  and 
as  time  passed  those  purchasers  who  tested  the  bottle  found  it  to  be  all 
that  had  been  claimed,  and  the  word  was  passed  along.  Business  grew 
inevitably,  and  by  1922  larger  quarters  were  necessary  for  the  manu¬ 
factory.  Mr.  Gardiner  then  purchased  the  plant  on  South  Park  avenue, 
and  automatic  machinery,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  four  thousand  bottles, 
was  installed,  in  the  belief  that  this  equipment  was  adequate  for  any 
future  demands  for  many  years.  However,  by  1928,  in  which  period  three 
million  bottles  were  sold,  the  demand  was  so  great  that  it  was  necessary 
to  secure  larger  quarters.  On  January  1,  1929,  the  new  building  of  the 
company  was  purchased.  With  improved  machinery,  the  company  is  cap¬ 
able  of  supplying  ten  thousand  bottles  of  101  every  day  of  the  year,  and 
preparations  are  continually  under  way  for  further  expansion  of  manu¬ 
facturing  facilities  to  cope  with  the  rapid  increase  of  trade.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  machines  in  this  plant  is  the  bottle  washer,  which  is 
thirty-two  feet  long  and  weighs  eighteen  tons  when  operating.  This 
machine  not  only  washes,  but  sterilizes  every  bottle,  and  was  installed  with 
the  idea  that,  as  a  large  amount  of  the  output  was  used  for  medicinal  pur¬ 
poses,  the  bottles  should  be  as  clean  as  a  milk  bottle.  As  noted  before, 
since  the  establishment  of  this  company,  there  have  been  over  forty  mil¬ 
lion  bottles  of  101  sold  and  manufactured.  Among  the  scores  of  uses  of 
101,  which  is  a  non-poisonous,  simple  chlorine  solution,  devoid  of  acid 
or  any  equivalent,  or  chloride  of  lime,  are  the  following:  removes  stains; 
disinfects;  whitens  and  sterilizes  clothes;  cleans  floors,  woodwork,  por¬ 
celain,  enamel;  as  an  antiseptic;  relieves  a  cold;  sterilizes  outside  wood 
and  stone  work ;  sterilizes  teeth  and  sore  throats ;  cleans  upholstery,  rugs, 
and  eliminates  moths;  cleans  and  sterilizes  articles  used  in  the  care  of  a 
baby ;  cleans  refrigerators ;  helps  the  farmer  by  killing  insects  and  aiding 
both  plants  and  animals;  heals  cuts  and  wounds;  is  an  after  shaving 
lotion;  spraying  cellars;  removing  nicotine  from  fingers;  healing  ivy  and 
oak  poisoning ;  cures  mange  and  kills  fleas  on  dogs ;  relieves  tired  feet.  In 
short,  101  may  be  used  for  most  everything  from  the  “care  of  a  canary 
to  washing  a  building.”  A  complete  equipment  of  trucks  and  the  most 
modern  machinery  is  maintained  for  the  expeditious  marketing  of  this 
popular  product. 

On  June  27,  1912,  in  Montreal,  Canada,  Mr.  Gardiner  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Elmira  Little,  who  was  born  at  Hatley,  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Erastus  Alexander  and  Frances 
(Adam)  Little,  both  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  former  dying  June  24, 
1902,  and  the  latter  November  10,  1910.  Mrs.  Gardiner  was  the  only 
child  of  this  marriage.  She  attended  grade  schools  and  then  graduated 
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from  high  school  at  Montreal.  Her  grandfather  was  from  Ireland,  while 
her  grandmother  was  a  native  of  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardiner  have 
one  son,  Rexford  Allan  Gardiner,  who  was  born  March  4,  1913;  he  attended 
public  school  in  Montreal  and  graduated  from  Elm  Vocational  high  school 
in  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Gardiner  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star  Lodge,  No.  74,  F.  & 
A.  M.;  Niagara  Chapter,  No.  200,  R.  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S. 
R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Association,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Tri- 
Abbott  South  Park  Business  Men’s  Association  and  the  United  Commercial 
Travelers  Association.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  Lackawanna  Chapter, 
No.  502,  0.  E.  S.,  and  the  White  Shrine  of  Jerusalem,  No.  3  of  Buffalo. 
Mr.  Gardiner  has  long  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  Masonic  order  and 
in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  in  many  other  ways  demonstrated 
his  value  as  a  citizen  of  the  Niagara  Frontier. 


RAY  H.  PUFFER 

Ray  H.  Puffer,  who  is  vice  president  in  charge  of  the  mail  order  mer¬ 
chandising  department  of  the  Larkin  Company,  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
has  been  associated  with  this  widely-known  organization  since  he  came 
to  this  city  in  1912  and  he  has  made  a  name  for  himself  as  an  able  execu¬ 
tive  in  the  commercial  ranks.  He  also  is  active  in  the  various  affairs  of 
Buffalo  which  claim  the  attention  of  men  who  take  pride  in  their  citizen¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Puffer  was  born  at  Capron,  Illinois,  June  4,  1888,  a  son  of 
Henry  L.  and  Grace  (Billings)  Puffer.  His  father  was  born  at  Chemung, 
Illinois,  November  25,  1858,  and  died  at  Capron,  Illinois,  January  10, 
1928.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Lewis  and  Lydia  (Graves)  Puffer.  Samuel 
Lewis  Puffer  was  born  at  Sunderland,  Massachusetts,  in  1827,  and  died  at 
Chemung,  Illinois,  in  1912.  His  wife  was  born  at  Deerfield,  Massachusetts, 
in  1832,  and  died  at  Harvard,  Illinois,  in  1914.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Newcomb  Graves,  of  Deerfield,  a  descendant  of  Governor  Bradford,  the 
first  governor  of  Plymouth  Colony.  Samuel  Lewis  Puffer  was  a  son  of 
Samuel  Lewis,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Graves)  Puffer,  the  former  born  at  Sun¬ 
derland,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  LaSalle  county,  Illinois.  His  father 
migrated  from  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  to  Sunderland  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  he  was  a  descendant  of  Jabez  Puffer,  the 
progenitor  of  the  family  in  America,  who  came  to  Massachusetts  from 
England  in  1636.  Grace  (Billings)  Puffer,  the  mother  of  Ray  H.  Puffer, 
was  born  at  Chemung,  Illinois,  July  22,  1860,  and  is  now  living  at  Capron, 
Illinois.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Captain  William  Gould  and  Fannie  (Ever¬ 
est)  Billings.  Captain  Billings  was  born  at  Henniker,  New  Hampshire, 
in  1822,  and  died  at  Chemung  in  1885.  He  came  to  Illinois  when  he 
was  a  young  man,  and  was  connected  with  the  internal  revenue  depart¬ 
ment  nearly  all  of  his  life.  He  was  a  captain  of  Company  G,  One  Hundred 
Forty-third  Illinois  Infantry.  His  wife  was  born  at  Plattsburg,  New 


210 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


York,  in  1824,  and  died  at  Chemung.  Fannie  (Everest)  Billings  was  a 
daughter  of  Ethan  Allen  Everest,  who  served  at  the  siege  of  Plattsburg 
during  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  awarded  a  medal  by  congress  for  con- 


spicuous  gallantry  in  action. 

Ray  H.  Puffer  graduated  from  high  school  at  Harvard,  Illinois,  in  1905, 
and  in  1908  graduated  from  the  Northern  Illinois  State  Teachers  College. 
Then  for  a  period  of  one  year,  he  worked  as  a  telephone  lineman  for  the 
Northern  Illinois  Telephone  Company.  For  three  years  following,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  teaching  at  the  high  school  in  Malta,  Illinois.  In  1912  he  came 
to  Buffalo  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Larkin  Company  and  is  now  vice 
president  in  charge  of  the  mail  order  merchandising  department.  Mr. 
Puffer  is  president  of  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club,  and  belongs  to  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican.  During  the  war 
period,  he  was  commissioned  a  captain,  in  February,  1918,  and  in  April 
following  went  to  France,  where  he  was  commissioned  major.  He  served 
at  various  headquarters  overseas,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  in  July,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  major. 
Mr.  Puffer  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  United  Craft  Lodge,  No.  931. 

On  June  12,  1912,  at  Malta,  Illinois,  Mr.  Puffer  was  married  to  Mildred 
Pease,  who  was  born  at  Malta,  a  daughter  of  F.  D.  and  lone  (Phelps) 
Pease,  natives  of  Malta,  but  now  residents  of  Alhambra,  California.  Mrs. 
Puffer  graduated  from  high  school  at  Malta,  and  attended  the  University 
of  Illinois.  To  the  union  of  Ray  H.  and  Mildred  Puffer  a  daughter  has 
been  born,  namely :  Maxine  lone  Puffer,  whose  birth  occurred  September 
2,  1916. 


eugene  j.  McCarthy 

Beloved  and  respected  among  the  business  men  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
was  the  late  Eugene  J.  McCarthy,  president  of  the  firm  of  Beals,  McCarthy 
&  Rogers,  Incorporated,  whose  death  occurred  March  7,  1929.  Aside  from 
the  high  business  reputation  which  he  held  in  the  community,  he  was 
known  widely  by  virtue  of  his  charitable  impulses  and  his  pleasing  per¬ 
sonality.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  various  affairs  of  Buffalo, 
for  in  addition  to  the  connection  mentioned  above,  he  was  vice  president 
of  McCarthy  Brothers  &  Ford ;  a  director  and  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders-Peoples  Trust  Company;  a 
director  of  the  Irish-American  Savings  &  Loan  Association;  a  director 
and  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Orphan  Asylum  and  the  Buffalo  Seminary ;  and 
a  member  and  former  president  of  the  American  Steel  &  Heavy  Hardware 
Association. 

Mr.  McCarthy  was  born  in  Auburn,  New  York,  March  14,  1869,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Bennett)  McCarthy.  The  father  was 
born  in  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States  when  in  his  youth,  and  engaged 
in  the  bakery  business  at  Auburn.  His  wife  was  born  in  Auburn. 

The  education  of  Eugene  J.  McCarthy  was  received  in  the  public 
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schools  of  Auburn,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  Dunning  & 
Company,  an  Auburn  hardware  firm,  receiving  at  the  time  the  munificent 
salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year.  His  ability  was  quickly  recognized 
and  he  was  rapidly  promoted  through  various  positions  until  1888,  when 
he  was  offered  a  position  as  salesman  for  the  firm  of  Beals  &  Brown,  iron, 
steel  and  hardware  dealers  of  Buffalo.  He  accepted  this  offer,  again  won 
several  promotions  and  soon  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  In  1917,  when 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Incorporated, 
Mr.  McCarthy  became  president,  and  so  continued  until  the  time  of  his 
demise.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  and  he  was  a  Roman 
Catholic  in  his  religious  faith.  He  belonged  to  the  Buffalo  Builders’  Ex¬ 
change,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Ath¬ 
letic  Club. 

On  November  14,  1896,  Mr.  McCarthy  was  married  to  Mabel  R.  Hen¬ 
ning,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Henning,  who  is  referred  to  else¬ 
where  in  this  publication.  Mrs.  McCarthy,  who  was  educated  in  private 
schools  of  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  Chro¬ 
matic  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  and  has  become  widely  and 
favorably  known  by  reason  of  her  public  and  private  charitable  services. 
Among  other  things,  she  has  contributed  a  fund  to  the  University  of 
Buffalo  for  the  establishment  of  the  Eugene  J.  McCarthy  Lecture  Founda¬ 
tion  in  memory  of  her  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCarthy  became  the 
parents  of  two  children:  David  K.,  born  in  Buffalo,  January  27,  1906,  and 
educated  in  private  schools  of  the  city,  and  Lucy  H.,  who  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  and  was  educated  in  the  Elmwood  School,  the  Buffalo  Seminary 
and  the  Bennett  School.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  League.  The 
McCarthy  home  is  at  87  Oakland  place,  in  Buffalo. 

Eugene  J.  McCarthy  was  a  man  of  exceptional  brilliance  and  kindness 
of  heart.  His  charities  were  not  confined  to  Buffalo  alone,  but  extended 
all  over  the  United  States.  He  greatly  enjoyed  travel  and  made  many 
journeys,  both  in  this  country  and  abroad.  A  true  concensus  of  a  man’s 
reputation  may  be  learned  in  the  opinions  of  others  about  him  and  his  life. 
For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  views  of  those  who  knew  him  intimately 
and  understood  the  breadth  of  his  labors,  a  few  statements  written  after 
his  death  are  herewith  presented  for  permanent  record.  The  first  of 
these  follows : 

“Memorial  Adopted  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  Manufacturers  and  Traders-Peoples 
Trust  Company,  April  2,  1929. 

“Mr.  Eugene  J.  McCarthy  came  from  Auburn,  New  York,  to  Buffalo 
in  1888  and  obtained  a  position  as  salesman  with  the  firm  of  Beals  & 
Brown.  Through  his  ability,  foresight,  devotion  to  duty  and  remarkable 
social  qualities  he  made  steady  progress  with  the  firm.  In  the  year  1917, 
when  the  firm’s  name  was  changed  to  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  Incor¬ 
porated,  he  was  elected  president. 

“In  1918  Mr.  McCarthy  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Fidelity  Trust 
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Company  of  Buffalo  and  shortly  after  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee,  which  appointment  he  held  until  the  merger  of  the 
Fidelity  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo  with  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  in  December,  1925,  when  he  was  appointed  a  member  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  new  company.  In  May,  1927,  when  the 
Manufacturers  &  Traders  Trust  Company  merged  with  the  Peoples  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  he  was  again  appointed  a  member  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  new  company,  which  appointment  he  held  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  March  7,  1929. 

“Mr.  McCarthy’s  ability  was  recognized  not  only  by  his  associates  in 
this  city,  but  by  the  hardware  merchants  of  the  nation. 

“Due  to  his  broad  public  spirit,  executive  ability,  sound  business  judg¬ 
ment  and  willing  service  he  was  elected  president  of  the  advisory  board 
of  the  American  Steel  &  Heavy  Hardware  Association,  director  of  the 
Irish  American  Savings  &  Loan  Association,  and  of  McCarthy  Brothers 
&  Ford,  and  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Seminary  and  the  Buffalo  Orphan 
Asylum. 

“His  remarkable  social  qualities  won  for  him  the  admiration  of  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact,  while  his  great  kind  heart  caused  all  to 
love  him  wrho  knew  him  well.  He  had  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  men  and 
affairs,  and  the  instances  are  many  where  his  strong  common  sense  aided 
his  fellow  man  through  many  difficulties. 

“The  various  groups  among  social  and  business  organizations  with 
whom  he  had  most  intimate  contact  enjoyed  his  jovial,  courteous,  sym¬ 
pathetic  and  cheerful  disposition  and  he  responded  to  their  loyal  devo¬ 
tion  with  a  generous  heart  and  liberal  substance. 

“He  thought  not  more  of  business  than  of  men  and  women  in  his  em¬ 
ploy.  Their  comfort,  happiness  and  advancement  were  as  much  a  matter 
of  his  solicitude  as  were  his  business  affairs. 

“A  man  of  energy  and  courage,  a  man  of  resolute  character  and 
tenacity  of  purpose,  a  man  of  sympathy  and  understanding,  a  man  of 
wide  acquaintance  and  tender  friendships,  a  lover  of  mankind,  he  went 
to  his  death  unafraid,  loved  by  his  friends  and  respected  everywhere. 

“We  as  his  associates  feel  his  loss  deeply  and  we  cannot  permit  this 
hour  to  pass  without  paying  our  tribute  of  love  and  respect  to  our  de¬ 
ceased  associate,  now  therefore : 

“Be  it  resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this  bank  permanently 
record  our  deep  debt  of  gratitude  for  the  work  which  he  has  accomplished 
with  us  and  the  affection,  love  and  respect  that  we  had  for  him,  and  for 
the  great  loss  which  this  bank  and  the  community  have  suffered  by  his 
death  and  that  we  hereby  express  to  his  devoted  wife  and  family  our 
deepest  sympathy,  and 

“Be  it  further  resolved,  that  this  Memorial  be  presented  in  suitable 
form  to  his  family.” 

Another  expression,  from  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  was  as  follows : 

“From  the  day  that  he  accepted  the  trusteeship,  to  the  day  of  his 
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death,  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  school  knew  no  abatement.  His 
sensitive  appreciation  of  the  spiritual  heritage  of  the  Seminary,  first  made 
manifest  for  him  on  the  occasion  of  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion,  is  a  satisfying  thing  to  remember;  it  was  the  vision  of  a  more 
abundant  life  which  should  fulfill  the  promise  of  a  past  so  vital. 

“Gentleman  and  financier,  he  brought  to  the  business  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Seminary  that  grace  of  patience  shot  through  with 
humor,  that  clarity  of  mind  and  ‘fine  old  wisdom  of  sincerity’  that  made 
him  one  upon  whom  the  spirit  of  counsel  rested.  And  though  even  before 
his  election  to  the  board,  exacting  demands  upon  his  physical  endurance 
had  made  inroads  upon  his  health,  his  gallant  spirit  never  reckoned  the 
cost  of  service. 

“It  was,  however,  those  gifts  of  spirit,  his  awareness  of  beauty,  his 
religious  integrity,  his  genius  for  friendship,  his  idealism  that  constituted 
for  us  his  supreme  worth.  We  wish,  therefore,  to  record  our  debt  of 
gratitude  for  his  ideals  and  accomplishments  whether  in  the  interests  of 
a  more  abundant  life  for  the  Seminary  or  in  the  exercise  of  good  will.  We 
would  not  be  disobedient  to  the  trust  which  his  swift  passing  lays  upon 
us  to  build  into  the  counsels  of  the  Seminary  aspirations  worthy  of  his 
devoted  trusteeship  and  of  his  gracious  and  triumphant  life. 

“Minute  adopted  by  Board  of  Trustees 
as  of  May  28,  1929.” 

At  the  Twentieth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Steel  and  Heavy 
Hardware  Association,  which  met  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  1929,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Resolution  was  passed : 

“In  Memoriam 

“Since  our  last  annual  convention,  the  hand  of  death  has  rested  heavily 
upon  our  Association.  A  man  we  all  loved,  respected  and  admired  has 
passed  on  to  his  final  reward  and  in  his  death  we  have  sustained  a  great 
loss. 

“It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  at  this,  our  Twentieth  Annual  Convention, 
we  should  pause  to  pay  humble  tribute  to  our  deceased  fellow  member  and 
past  president,  Mr.  Eugene  J.  McCarthy,  who  died  at  his  late  residence 
in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Thursday  evening,  March  7,  1929.  No  one  who  came 
into  close  contact  with  Mr.  McCarthy  could  fail  to  feel  the  warmth  and 
geniality  of  his  friendship  or  to  be  conscious  of  the  inherent  honesty  that 
radiated  from  his  presence.  A  devoted  family  man,  an  able  and  successful 
executive,  a  true  and  loyal  friend,  in  death  as  in  life,  Mr.  McCarthy’s 
memory  will  be  revered  and  honored  by  all  those  who  were  blessed  by 
his  friendship. 

“In  his  death  our  Association  has  lost  one  of  its  truest  friends  and 
most  loyal  supporters.  We  can  honor  him  the  most  by  carrying  on  in  his 
absence  the  ideals  which  he  so  clearly  set  forth. 

“Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  this  inadequate  expression  of  our  affec¬ 
tion  and  loss  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  Association  and  a  copy 
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of  them  be  forwarded  to  his  family  and  to  his  partner,  Mr.  Charles  P. 
Rogers.” 

Also,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  twenty-fourth 
annual  convention  of  the  National  Supply  and  Machinery  Distributors 
Association : 

"Whereas,  in  the  sudden  and  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Eugene  J. 
McCarthy  of  Beals,  McCarthy  &  Rogers,  our  association  lost  an  honored 
and  respected  member,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  that  the  members  of  The  National  Supply  and  Machinery 
Distributors  Association,  in  convention  assembled  in  Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
this  ninth  day  of  May,  hereby  extend  to  the  members  of  his  family  and 
business  associates  our  sincere  condolence  in  the  irreparable  loss  they 
have  sustained.” 


MATTHEW  WEIMAR 

One  of  the  well  known  lawyers  of  Buffalo  is  Matthew  Weimar,  whose  - 
marked  success  in  his  profession  has  given  him  prominent  rank  among 
the  abler  members  of  the  local  bar.  Mr.  Weimar  was  born  in  this  city, 
on  the  17th  of  October,  1894,  a  son  of  William  O.  and  Barbara  (Yeager) 
Weimar,  a  grandson  of  John  G.  and  Agnes  (Heist)  Weimar,  and  a  great- 
grandson  of  George  Weimar,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  died  in 
Buffalo.  The  Weimars  comprise  one  of  the  old  families  of  Germany, 
members  of  which  owned  the  famous  Weimar  vineyards  many  years  ago. 
The  town  of  Weimar  later  became  a  noted  seat  of  learning. 

John  G.  Weimar,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Matthew  Weimar,  was 
born  in  Wurttemberg,  Germany,  in  1825,  and  was  but  a  youth  of  eighteen 
when  he  came  to  America  in  1843.  He  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade,  but 
for  a  period  was  employed  in  the  Buffalo  post  office,  and  also  did  work 
in  this  city  as  a  building  contractor.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Agnes  Heist,  was  born  in  Wurttemberg,  Germany,  in  1834,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  1835,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  she  was 
married.  During  the  Civil  war  days  she  was  prominent  as  president  of 
the  Soldiers  Relief,  and  worked  faithfully  to  help  those  in  need  during 
that  harrowing  period.  Numerous  instances  have  been  related  of  her 
many  kind  acts  and  efficient  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  G.  Weimar  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of 
whom  six  are  now  living :  Mrs.  Susan  Hise,  of  Buffalo ;  Mrs.  Helen  Gum¬ 
med,  of  Brooklyn;  Miss  Agnes  Weimar,  head  of  Sunnyrest  Sanitarium, 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado;  Henry  G.  and  Matthias,  of  Buffalo;  and  John, 
of  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  William  0.  Weimar  is  one  of  the  deceased  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  family,  as  also  is  Phillip  Weimar,  who  was  a  captain  in  the 
Spanish-American  war. 

William  0.  Weimar  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  28,  1867,  and  re¬ 
mained  a  resident  of  this  city  until  his  death,  November  26,  1927.  He 
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attended  public  school  No.  12,  but  circumstances  compelled  him  to  lay 
aside  his  studies  when  he  was  only  twelve  years  old.  However,  great  as 
the  loss  was  to  a  lad  of  his  age,  he  studied  through  his  own  initiative 
during  the  subsequent  years  and  was  in  ample  measure  a  man  who  could 
be  called  well  educated.  He  began  his  business  career  in  an  architect’s 
office,  shortly  afterward  resigning  the  position  to  accept  a  more  important 
one  with  another  architect,  Mr.  Bethune.  Mr.  Weimar  next  entered  the 
employ  of  the  well  known  firm  of  architects,  Esenwein  &  Johnson,  and 
as  a  supervising  architect  he  remained  in  that  connection  until  his  death. 
Among  the  numerous  important  Buffalo  buildings,  the  construction  of 
which  came  under  his  supervision,  are  the  Electric  building,  the  Masten 
Park  high  school  and  the  Colonel  Ward  pumping  station.  Among  his 
other  business  connections  at  various  times,  he  was  secretary  and  a 
director  of  the  Harmonia  Fire  Insurance  Company. 

Mr.  Weimar  was  an  interested  participant  in  civic,  political  and  fra¬ 
ternal  activities,  being  one  of  the  prominent  republicans  of  Buffalo,  and 
always  took  an  active  and  helpful  interest  in  the  party’s  success.  He 
served  as  county  supervisor,  alderman  and  city  councilman,  having  been 
president  of  the  common  council  for  a  number  of  years,  and  he  also  served 
as  a  state  committeeman.  He  belonged  to  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical  Church. 

Mr.  Weimar  had  numerous  fraternal  relations,  being  a  thirty-second 
degree  Mason  and  a  Shriner,  also  a  member  of  the  Eagles,  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Boreal  Club.  He  took  great  interest  in  baseball  and  at  one  time 
was  the  president  of  the  Albion  Baseball  Club. 

On  November  28,  1888,  Mr.  Weimar  was  married  to  Miss  Barbara 
Yeager,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Hoff)  Yeager,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  Mr.  Yeager  on  March  3,  1826,  and  his 
wife  on  June  6,  1826,  and  both  came  to  America  about  1854.  Henry 
Yeager  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Mrs.  Weimar  is  a  member  of  the 
Westminster  Women’s  Club  of  Buffalo.  By  her  marriage  to  William  0. 
Weimar,  she  was  the  mother  of  five  children :  Elsie,  is  the  wife  of  Chaun- 
cey  Moore,  of  Buffalo;  Susette  B.,  is  now  Mrs.  John  F.  Cullen,  of  Ken- 
more;  Ida  Katherine,  who  was  educated  at  Masten  Park  high  school,  the 
Buffalo  Normal  school  and  the  University  of  Buffalo,  graduating  from  the 
latter  institution  in  1926  with  the  B.  S.  E.,  is  now  teaching  social  science 
in  Lafayette  high  school.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Sigma  sorority,  also 
of  the  Women  Teachers  Association,  and  the  High  School  Teachers  Asso¬ 
ciation.  She  is  deeply  interested  in  Camp  Fire  work  and  is  guardian  of 
the  Camp  Fire  Girls.  Eloise  Marie,  a  graduate  of  Buffalo  Normal  School, 
now  teaching  domestic  science  at  school  No.  45,  is  a  member  of  the  Delta 
Sigma  sorority,  and  is  very  much  interested  in  Camp  Fire  work,  being 
vice  president  of  the  Camp  Fire  Girls.  Matthew  is  mentioned  later.  Mrs. 
William  0.  Weimar  resides  at  No.  54  Hedley  place,  which  has  been  the 
family  home  for  a  number  of  years. 

Matthew  Weimar  attended  public  school  No.  31,  and  graduated  from 
Masten  Park  high  school  in  1912.  He  received  his  Bachelor  of  Laws 
degree  from  Cornell  University  with  the  class  of  1917,  and  was  admitted 
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to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  November  19,  1918.  While  attending 
Cornell  University  he  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  April,  1917,  and  was  sent  to  the  first  officers  training  camp  at  Madison 
Barracks,  Sackets  Harbor,  New  York,  but  after  two  months  training 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  defective  eyesight.  It  may  be 
noted  in  this  connection  that  in  1912-13,  Mr.  Weimar  was  a  member  of 
the  old  Sixty-fifth  Infantry,  New  York  National  Guard. 

After  being  admitted  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Weimar  became  associated  in 
the  practice  of  law  with  the  firm  of  Penny,  Killian  &  Nye,  which  associa¬ 
tion  continued  until  1922.  For  about  eighteen  months,  he  was  a  member 
of  the  law  firm  of  Weimar  &  Davis,  with  Leland  G.  Davis,  then  opened 
an  office  of  his  own  in  the  M  &  T  Trust  building.  Shortly  after  he 
removed  to  his  present  offices  in  the  Ellicott  Square,  where  he  has  since 
remained. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association,  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  Mr.  Weimar 
is  vice  president  of  the  Marshall  Club  of  Buffalo,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  He  is  a 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  De  Molay  Lodge,  No.  498,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo 
Consistory  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  Politically 
he  is  not  a  strict  partisan,  frequently  independent,  but  in  state  and 
national  matters  he  is  more  often  a  republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Unitarian  Church  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Weimar  has  built  up  an  excellent  practice,  and  is  steadily  advanc¬ 
ing  in  his  profession  by  winning  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  practitioners. 


PETER  HAGNER 

One  of  the  most  modern  dairies  of  the  Buffalo  district  is  that  conducted 
by  Peter  Hagner,  at  2354  Main  street.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  dairy 
business  for  over  a  quarter  century,  and  is  widely  known  for  the  quality 
of  his  product,  his  skillful  and  modern  way  of  operating  his  farm,  and  for 
his  honesty  with  his  patrons.  A  successful  dairy  is  not  built  in  a  day,  or 
even  in  a  year,  and  Mr.  Hagner’s  success  in  this  business  has  been  the  re¬ 
sult  of  many  years  of  intelligent  observation  and  hard  work.  Moreover, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  public-spirited  of  Buffalo  citizens,  partici¬ 
pating  actively  in  club  and  fraternal  affairs,  and  interested  in  all  civic 
movements  of  consequence. 

Peter  Hagner  was  born  in  Germany,  December  18,  1878,  the  young¬ 
est  son  of  Jacob  and  Christine  Hagner.  The  father  came  to  America 
when  he  was  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  died  at  Buffalo  in  1921.  His 
wife  died  in  1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  now  deceased.  Those  surviving  are  William  and  John  of  Buffalo; 
Marie,  of  Sebring,  Florida;  Christine  and  Elizabeth,  of  Germany;  and 
Peter. 
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The  last  named  came  to  the  United  States  in  1895,  and  first  settled  at 
Buffalo,  where  he  was  first  employed  by  the  Carey  Safe  Company  for  one 
year.  He  was  then  connected  with  the  Lion  Brewing  Company  for  a  period 
of  eight  years,  and  in  1904  first  engaged  in  the  dairy  business.  He  was 
located  for  a  time  on  Alexander  place,  then  in  1909  removed  to  his  pres¬ 
ent  location  at  2354  Main  street.  He  has  three  modern  farms  and  build¬ 
ings,  with  all  necessary  sanitary  features,  with  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  acres  on  Campbell  boulevard.  He  maintains  sixty  head  of  cattle  of 
purest  breed,  has  twenty-one  people  in  his  employ,  and  operates  twelve 
trucks.  His  office  and  home  are  both  at  2354  Main  street. 

Mr.  Hagner  was  married  September  5,  1918,  to  Florence  Drescher,  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  and  youngest  daughter  of  Jacob  D.  and  Barbara 
(Schneider)  Drescher,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Buffalo,  and  are  now 
deceased,  the  father  dying  July  13,  1918,  and  the  mother  May  26,  1928. 
Mrs.  Hagner  is  one  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being  Mayme,  Jacob,  Katherine,  John,  Eva  and  Joseph.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hagner  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Marjorie  Lydia, 
born  August  3,  1919;  Florence  Marie,  born  August  15,  1920;  Peter  An¬ 
drew,  born  September  20,  1921 ;  Donald  Brownell,  born  September  15, 
1923;  and  Audrey  Kathryn,  born  March  11,  1927. 

Peter  Hagner  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Masonic 
Order,  being  a  member  of  Modesta  Lodge,  No.  340,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  the  Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine; 
and  the  Zuleika  Grotto.  He  also  belongs  to  Freiheit  Court,  No.  144,  For¬ 
esters  of  America,  the  Buffalo  Milk  Dealers  Association,  the  Boreal  Club, 
the  Humboldt  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Parkside  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Hagner  has  built  up  a  fine  business  through  his  straightforward 
methods  and  close  attention  to  modern  practices  in  every  department  of 
his  dairy. 


NATHAN  ROVNER 

Nathan  Rovner,  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Klocke  &  Rovner,  engaged 
in  the  general  practice  of  law  with  offices  at  1628  Liberty  Bank  building 
in  Buffalo,  has  just  begun  his  career  before  the  local  bar,  but  has  attained 
unusual  success  in  a  field  where  initial  achievement  is  traditionally  slow. 
Mr.  Rovner  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  prominent  Jewish  families  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  being  the  son  of  Hyman  and  Sarah  (Krasilovsky)  Rovner,  who  were 
born  in  Russia  in  1876  and  1877,  respectively,  and  are  now  residing  in 
Buffalo,  where  the  father  is  a  commission  merchant.  He  is  a  republican 
in  his  political  affiliation  and  a  member  of  Temple  Beth  David.  Mr. 
Rovner  has  one  sister  and  one  brother,  namely :  Harry,  who  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  commission  business  at  Buffalo;  and  Lena,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Louis  Bronstein  of  Buffalo. 

Nathan  Rovner  attended  public  school  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and 
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graduated  from  the  Hutchinson  high  school  at  Buffalo  in  1921.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1924.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York  state  January  14,  1926,  and  on  the  5th  of  April  fol¬ 
lowing,  he  opened  an  office  in  the  Liberty  Bank  building,  where  he  became 
associated  with  Eugene  L.  Klocke,  with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership 
November  1,  1928.  Mr.  Rovner  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar 
Association.  Politically  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party  and 
in  November,  1929,  was  elected  county  committeeman  of  the  Thirteenth 
ward,  Fourth  district,  now  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a  member  and 
trustee  of  the  Temple  Beth  David  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Rovner  is  a  member 
of  Alpha  Lodge,  No.  611,  and  Lake  Erie  Encampment,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Orioles 
of  Buffalo,  the  Montefiore  Club  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Rosa  Caplon  Old  Folks  Home  of  this  city. 

On  August  10,  1930,  Mr.  Rovner  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Inez 
H.  Morrison,  a  native  of  London,  England,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo 
high  school  and  the  Buffalo  Normal  College.  She  now  teaches  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Temple 
Beth  David  of  Buffalo. 


PAUL  NAU  BERNER 

Paul  Nau  Berner,  head  and  founder  of  Berner  &  Company,  Inc.,  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  investment  security  dealers 
in  Buffalo.  His  energy  and  ethical  methods  have  built  up  an  organization 
and  clientele  that  ranks  his  with  the  leading  houses  of  its  kind  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Berner  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May  28,  1900,  a  son  of  Fred  and  Lydia 
(Nau)  Berner  and  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Fred  Berner,  Sr.,  who  came  to 
this  country  from  Germany  and  was  a  minister  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
He  founded  two  church  societies  of  this  denomination  at  Buffalo,  was  a 
prolific  writer  upon  religious  subjects  and  was  the  author  of  a  number  of 
books  of  theological  character.  Lydia  (Nau)  Berner,  the  mother  of  Paul 
N.  Berner,  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Bieber)  Nau.  The 
Nau  family  settled  at  Cleveland  years  ago.  Carl  Nau,  a  brother  of  Mrs. 
Hanke,  formerly  Berner,  is  a  member  of  the  Nau,  Taylor  &  Swearingen 
Company  of  Cleveland,  an  accounting  firm  of  note.  He  was  a  contem¬ 
porary  and  aid  of  Mayor  Tom  Johnson  in  the  latter’s  historic  fight  for 
reduced  street  car  fares  in  Cleveland  and  he  also  served  as  city  treasurer 
there. 

Paul  N.  Berner  was  the  only  child  of  his  parents.  He  attended  the 
public  schools,  then  continued  his  higher  studies  at  Hillsdale  College,  Hills¬ 
dale,  Michigan,  and  Western  Reserve  University  at  Cleveland.  A  career 
in  business  was  his  fortunate  choice,  and  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Nau,  Taylor  &  Swearingen  Company,  accountants  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
After  a  period  in  this  connection  he  began  in  the  investment  securities 
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business  with  the  Henry  Doherty  Company  at  Cleveland.  Later,  at  Ash¬ 
tabula,  Ohio,  he  organized  and  served  as  president  of  the  Premier  Mort¬ 
gage  Company.  On  the  disposal  of  this  business,  Mr.  Berner  came  to 
Buffalo  in  1923,  associated  with  the  sales  department  of  S.  W.  Straus  & 
Company  at  their  Buffalo  office.  A  short  time  later  he  was  appointed 
district  manager  in  this  city  for  the  Federal  Bond  &  Mortgage  Company 
of  Detroit  and  still  later  became  manager,  in  charge  of  their  Buffalo 
office,  for  Hambleton  &  Company  of  Baltimore.  In  1927  he  organized 
Berner  &  Company,  Inc.,  and  has  since  been  its  executive  head.  The 
growth  and  development  of  this  business,  now  employing  fifteen  sales¬ 
men,  is  a  magnificent  tribute  to  his  good  business  judgment  and  manage¬ 
ment.  Berner  &  Company  are  affiliated  with  prominent  New  York  cor¬ 
respondents  and  are  members  of  the  Investment  Bankers  Association. 

Mr.  Berner  was  married,  August  11,  1923,  to  Miss  Priscilla  A.  Ar- 
buckle,  a  daughter  of  William  Erwin  and  Lena  (Clemens)  Arbuckle,  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Berner  is  a  graduate  of  Ward-Belmont  Col¬ 
lege.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berner  have  a  son,  Paul  Clemens,  born  September  22, 
1928.  Mr.  Berner  is  a  member  of  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club, 
the  Biltmore  Club,  Erie  Lane  Country  Club,  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity 
and  the  Buffalo  Alumni  Chapter,  being  president  of  the  last  named.  He 
also  serves  as  assistant  deputy  commissioner  of  the  Erie  County  Council  of 
Boy  Scouts,  in  charge  of  organization.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  political 
connections,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Berner’s  residence  is  at  33  Berryman  drive, 
Snyder,  New  York. 


•  JUDGE  FRANK  BRET  THORN 

The  career  of  Frank  Bret  Thorn,  county  judge  of  Erie  county,  New 
York,  has  been  one  characterized  by  notable  service,  by  honorable  pro¬ 
cedure,  and  by  adherence  to  the  principles  of  sound  citizenship,  all  of 
which  have  contributed  to  the  high  reputation  which  he  now  enjoys  on 
the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  born  June  1,  1871,  at  East  Hamburg, 
New  York,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  M.  and  Eola  (Smith)  Thorn. 

Frank  M.  Thorn,  the  father,  who  died  in  1907,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  New  York  state,  but  never  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  In¬ 
stead,  he  took  up  journalism,  and  for  many  years  was  identified  with  the 
editorial  departments  of  the  Courier  and  the  Times  in  Buffalo.  He  served 
as  a  member  and  was  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors  for  a  consid¬ 
erable  period,  and  during  the  time  of  Grover  Cleveland  was  superintendent 
of  the  coast  survey  and  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  local  political  affairs. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Herkimer,  New  York,  and  died  in  1923.  The 
paternal  line  of  this  family  is  traced  back  to  William  Thorn,  a  Quaker 
who  resided  in  Massachusetts  in  1638,  and  who  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  that  faith  driven  out  of  Massachusetts  by  the  Puritans.  An 
ancestor  on  the  paternal  side,  David  Eddy,  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  the 
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first  white  settler  at  Orchard  Park,  New  York.  The  maternal  line  also 
goes  back  to  Vermont,  and  included  some  of  the  “Green  Mountain  Boys, 
a  number  of  them  participating  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  home  of 
Judge  Frank  Bret  Thorn  is  situated  on  the  original  farm,  or  grant  of 
land,  which  David  Eddy  acquired.  To  the  marriage  of  Frank  M.  and  Eola 
(Smith)  Thorn,  there  were  born  four  children,  namely:  Gertrude  A., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Cook,  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business  at 
Orchard  Park,  New  York;  Channing  C.,  who  died  in  April,  1928;  Ralph, 
who  for  twenty  years  was  with  the  Buffalo  News,  and  is  now  with  the 
Erie  County  Republic,  and  who  married  Grace  Clark  of  Orchard  Park, 
New  York;  and  Frank  Bret. 

Judge  Thorn  attended  the  grade  schools  of  Erie  county  and  high  school 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  Buffalo,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state  in  1895,  after  which  he  entered  upon  gen¬ 
eral  practice  alone.  In  1907  he  was  elected  to  the  state  assembly,  in  which 
he  served  until  1915,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  state  board  of  media¬ 
tion  and  arbitration,  and  held  the  office  until  1919,  when  he  was  appointed 
by  the  district  attorney,  Guy  B.  Moore,  to  serve  as  assistant  district  attor¬ 
ney  in  1920.  This  position  he  retained  until  January  1,  1926.  He  was 
elected  special  county  judge  of  Erie  county,  and  was  elected  judge  in  the 
fall  of  1925,  which  is  his  present  incumbency.  He  belongs  to  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association.  Judge  Thorn  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
at  Orchard  Park,  New  York;  also  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  FeL 
lows  and  the  Maccabees  of  that  place,  and  his  diversions  are  fishing,  swim¬ 
ming  and  gardening. 

On  October  22,  1904,  Judge  Thorn  was  married  to  Ellen  Rife  of  Guelph, 
Ontario,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children :  Amelia,  born 
October  24,  1905;  Lorna,  who  was  born  January  16,  1908,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Raymond  Dunbar  of  Buffalo,  and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Rae 
Ellen  and  Martha  Jane;  William,  born  August  11,  1911;  and  Erma,  born 
October  20,  1913. 


DANIEL  J.  KINSLEY 

Daniel  J.  Kinsley,  numbered  among  the  prominent  and  successful 
young  business  men  of  Buffalo,  is  president  of  the  Memorials  Art  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  which  specializes  in  the  design,  execution  and  erection  of  dis¬ 
tinctively  exclusive  memorials  and  has  one  of  the  finest  showrooms  in  the 
state  of  New  York  at  1875-1883  Main  street.  He  was  born  in  Northfield, 
Vermont,  May  18,  1893,  his  parents  being  Michael  and  Sarah  (Fischer) 
Kinsley,  who  are  of  Irish  and  Holland-Dutch  lineage,  respectively. 
Michael  Kinsley,  born  in  Ireland  in  1839,  was  a  little  lad  of  four  years 
when  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  who  settled  in  North 
field,  Vermont,  where  his  father  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  pur¬ 
suits  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Michael  Kinsley  was  engaged 
in  railroad  work  for  forty  years  and  was  employed  as  engineer  on  vari¬ 
ous  roads,  being  connected  with  the  Grand  Trunk  at  the  time  the  road  was 
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opened  in  the  Canadian  northwest.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army  from 
Northfield,  Vermont,  and  served  throughout  the  entire  period  of  the 
Civil  war.  John  and  Daniel  Kinsley,  brothers  of  Michael  Kinsley,  also 
enlisted  in  the  army  from  Northfield,  Vermont,  and  died  in  the  years  1929 
and  1926,  respectively.  Daniel  Kinsley  was  in  the  service  of  the  Boston 
&  Maine  Railroad  for  forty-one  years,  while  his  brother  John  worked 
for  the  same  railroad  through  forty  years.  Michael  Kinsley  still  sur¬ 
vives  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  has  lived  retired  since 
1905.  It  was  in  1880  that  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Fischer,  a  native  of 
West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  also  yet  living.  This  worthy  couple 
reside  in  Northfield,  Vermont.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  John,  a  construction  engineer,  passed  away  in  1903.  Anna  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Gillispie,  a  railroad  engineer  residing  in  Northfield,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Robert  and  Daniel.  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  L.  Roy  Tatro,  engaged  in  the  granite  business  in  Northfield,  Ver¬ 
mont,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Anna.  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Edward  Gillett,  who  conducts  a  barber  shop  in  Burlington,  Vermont. 
Lawrence,  who  served  on  the  Mexican  border  with  the  Twenty-sixth  Divi¬ 
sion  throughout  the  period  of  the  World  war  and  was  subsequently  sta¬ 
tioned  in  Germany  for  one  year,  has  since  his  return  to  the  United  States 
been  an  instructor  in  the  military  department  of  Norwich  University  at 
Northfield,  Vermont.  He  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  four  children. 
Malvina  is  the  wife  of  Emile  Jandron,  a  civil  engineer  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Catherine  and  John. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Harrison,  whose  husband  is  a  machinist,  has  two  children. 

Daniel  J.  Kinsley,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  received  only  a 
country  school  education  in  his  youth  and  is  a  self-educated  as  well  as 
self-made  man.  He  first  earned  his  living  by  working  in  a  hotel  for  two 
years  and  then  obtained  employment  as  office  boy  with  the  firm  of 
Phillips  &  Slack  of  Northfield,  Vermont,  with  which  he  afterward  served 
a  four  years’  apprenticeship  at  the  stonecutting  trade.  Later  he  travelled 
all  over  the  New  England  states,  working  at  his  trade,  and  in  1913  he 
came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Memorials  Art  Company, 
Inc.,  which  was  then  owned  by  E.  M.  Treat,  who  conducted  the  business 
for  twenty  years.  Mr.  Kinsley  had  served  in  a  managerial  capacity  for 
four  years  when  in  September,  1929,  he  purchased  the  business  and  the 
property,  which  covers  ninety  feet  frontage  on  Main  street  and  has  a 
depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet,  with  office  and  showroom  at  1875 
Main  street.  The  offices  are  of  the  most  modern  type  and  there  are  also 
handsomely  equipped  private  offices  upstairs.  The  company  also  main¬ 
tains  a  branch  office  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  makes  shipments  all 
over  the  United  States.  Machinery  of  the  latest  construction  is  utilized 
in  the  execution  of  the  highest  class  of  work.  In  addition  to  the  standard 
granites,  including  Barre,  Quincy  and  Westerly,  the  Memorials  Art  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.,  are  exclusive  distributors  of  Balfour  pink  granite,  Rainbow 
granite,  Georgia  marble  and  Memokraft  memorials.  They  are  owners 
and  operators  of  quarries  at  Barre,  Vermont,  producing  the  very  finest 


232 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


of  the  world — famous  Barre  granite.  They  are  manufacturers,  having  the 
most  modern  and  completely  equipped  plants  in  the  country,  and  they  are 
designers  and  architects  and  retailers.  In  their  main  office  and  studios 
at  1875  Main  street,  Buffalo,  they  have  on  display  at  all  times  a  large 
assortment  of  monuments  and  markers  in  a  variety  of  designs  and  ma¬ 
terials.  Their  collection  of  photographs,  drawings,  color  sketches,  blue¬ 
prints  and  studies  of  memorials  and  mausoleums  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  comprehensive  of  its  kind.  They  have  traveling  representatives  in 
various  sections  of  the  United  States  at  all  times.  Their  cutters,  carvers 
and  sculptors  are  artisans  of  the  highest  skill  who  have  been  in  their 
employ  for  years.  All  work  is  erected  by  their  own  setting  crews,  going 
into  every  state  in  the  Union.  Because  every  detail  is  done  under  their 
personal  supervision,  they  are  able  to  guarantee  that  everything  is  done 
right,  a  source  of  immeasurable  satisfaction  to  their  constantly  growing 
clientele. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1916,  Mr.  Kinsley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Gertrude  F.  Waechter,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Catherine  Waechter.  Her  father,  who  was  a  successful  agriculturist  and 
breeder  of  fine  cattle,  is  deceased,  but  her  mother  still  survives,  making 
her  home  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinsley  are  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows :  G.  Catherine,  who  was  born  May  2,  1917,  and  is  a  high 
school  student;  Helen  M.,  whose  natal  day  was  April  4,  1919;  Frances  M., 
born  June  24,  1923;  and  Jean  T.,  born  November  1,  1929. 


JOSEPH  A.  SCHWENDLER 

One  of  the  representative  and  successful  lawyers  and  young  business 
men  of  Buffalo  is  Joseph  A.  Schwendler,  of  the  law  firm  of  Schwendler 
&  Schwendler,  518  Brisbane  building.  Mr.  Schwendler  is  a  specialist  in 
real  estate  law  and  in  the  placing  of  mortgages,  and  in  these  phases  of 
legal  practice  has  made  a  high  reputation.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
associated  with  his  father,  who  was  one  of  the  best  known  attorneys  of 
Buffalo,  and  he  is  now  in  partnership  with  his  brother.  Mr.  Schwendler 
has  taken  active  part  in  affairs  of  the  city  aside  from  his  legal  work,  is 
prominent  in  club  and  organization  circles,  and  has  most  acceptably  ful¬ 
filled  the  duties  incumbent  upon  a  good  citizen. 

Joseph  A.  Schwendler  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  28,  1893, 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Schwartz)  Schwendler.  His  father,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  December  21,  1923,  was  an 
attorney  of  this  city,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  1898,  with 
the  Bachelor  of  Law  degree,  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  St.  Ann’s  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  church.  He  was  a  son  of  Peter  Schwendler,  who  was  born 
in  Germany  and  died  at  Buffalo.  Margaret  (Schwartz)  Schwendler,  who 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  now  resides  at  Buffalo,  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Jaeger)  Schwartz,  who  were  natives  of  the  father- 
land  and  died  at  Buffalo.  John  Schwartz  was  a  veteran  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war  of  1870,  and  was  a  merchant  tailor  in  Buffalo. 
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Joseph  A.  Schwendler  attended  the  parochial  and  public  schools  of 
Buffalo,  and  graduated  from  Canisius  high  school  in  1912.  He  studied 
law  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Law  in  1917,  and  in  the  same  year  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  New  York  state.  He  then  became  associated  with  his  father  in  prac¬ 
tice,  and  so  continued  until  the  latter’s  demise.  On  January  1,  1924,  he 
and  his  brother,  Edward  J.  Schwendler,  became  partners  under  the  firm 
name  of  Schwendler  &  Schwendler,  which  arrangement  exists  at  pres¬ 
ent.  Mr.  Schwendler  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association 
and  of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republican  in  his 
political  adherence,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  St.  Rose  of  Lima 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Buffalo 
Lodge,  No.  23,  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Buffalo 
Trap  and  Field  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club  (life  member),  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Izaak 
Walton  League,  the  Erie  County  Conservation  Society,  the  Buffalo  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  and  the  Canisius  Alumni  Association.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  a  director  of,  and  counsel  for  the  Frontier  National  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  which  was  subsequently  merged  with  the  Liberty  Bank  of  this 
city.  Mr.  Schwendler’s  residence  in  the  city  is  situated  at  453  Parker 
avenue,  and  he  also  has  a  summer  home  at  Silver  Creek,  New  York,  where 
he  indulges  in  his  favorite  diversions  of  hunting  and  fishing. 

Mr.  Schwendler  was  married  April  21,  1919,  at  Buffalo,  to  Mable  C. 
Haehn,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Frank  and  Lillian 
(Rupp)  Haehn.  Mrs.  Schwendler  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
is  a  communicant  of  St.  Rose  of  Lima  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in  which 
she  is  active  in  the  women’s  organizations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwendler 
have  become  the  parents  of  three  children:  Joseph  E.,  born  December  13, 
1920;  Rita  A.,  born  October  6,  1923;  and  Raymond  H.,  born  July  1,  1927. 


WILLIAM  J.  O’BRIAN 

William  J.  O’Brian,  a  native  son  of  Buffalo,  holds  the  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  of  freight  agent  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  at  this  place.  He 
has  had  many  years  of  valuable  experience  in  railroad  freight  work,  and 
is  well  qualified  to  conduct  the  many  and  difficult  tasks  relative  to  his 
present  connection.  He  is  also  well  known  because  he  has  taken  a  keen 
interest  in  various  affairs  having  to  do  with  the  church,  club  and  social 
life  in  the  city. 

Mr.  O’Brian  was  born  in  Buffalo,  March  4,  1873,  and  is  a  son  of  the 
late  John  and  Ellen  (Shea)  O’Brian.  John  O’Brian  was  born  in  County 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  December  10,  1842,  and  died  in  Buffalo  July  11,  1911. 
He  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  police 
force  for  most  of  his  active  years,  and  also  was  a  volunteer  fireman.  He 
was  a  member  of  St.  Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  a  republican. 
His  parents,  Dennis  and  Hannah  (Hogan)  O’Brian,  were  natives  of  Ire- 
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land  and  died  in  Buffalo,  where  Dennis  O’Brian  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner.  Ellen  (Shea)  O’Brian,  the  mother  of  William  J.,  was  born  at 
Williamsville,  New  York,  December  11,  1844,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  January 
13,  1896.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Burke)  Shea,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Ireland  and  died  in  Buffalo.  The  father  was  a  farmer. 

William  J.  O’Brian  attended  the  Buffalo  public  schools,  and  graduated 
from  St.  Joseph’s  College  in  1890.  He  then  became  associated  with  the 
Red.  White  &  Midland  Fast  Freight  Lines  at  Buffalo,  as  a  messenger, 
remaining  in  that  position  for  one  year.  He  was  then  a  clerk  for  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  until  June,  1899,  when  he  became  superintendent 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Lake  Freight  House,  serving  until  November,  1905, 
when  he  resigned  and  became  connected  with  the  New  York  Central  Rail¬ 
road  as  general  foreman  in  1906.  He  was  promoted  to  assistant  freight 
agent  in  1912,  and  in  May,  1925,  assumed  his  present  position  as  freight 
agent  of  the  line  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  O’Brian’s  political  support  is  given  to  the  democratic  party,  and 
he  was  once  a  candidate  for  councilman,  and  twice  for  supervisor,  and  is 
now  a  state  committeeman  for  the  Fourth  assembly  district  of  Erie  county.' 
He  is  a  member  and  trustee  of  St.  Teresa’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Transportation  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Central  Railroad  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
is  one  of  the  visitors  of  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society. 

Mr.  O’Brian  was  married  November  16,  1898,  to  Laura  Balkin,  of 
Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Kyron  Balkin.  She  died  in  this  city  in  1905.  On 
August  28,  1907,  Mr.  O’Brian  was  married  to  Miss  Isabel  Phillips,  who 
was  born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Quilty)  Phillips, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  O’Brian  was  educated  at  Miss  Nardin’s 
School  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1899  graduated  from  St.  Elizabeth’s  Academy 
at  Allegany,  New  York.  She  is  now  a  member  of  St.  Teresa’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  the  Women’s  Democratic  Club,  the  Women  Voters  Lea¬ 
gue  and  the  St.  Elizabeth’s  Alumni  Association.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Brian 
are  the  parents  of  one  son  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Alice,  who  was 
educated  at  St.  Teresa’s  parochial  school,  and  graduated  from  South  Park 
high  school,  is  now  employed  by  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  at  Buf¬ 
falo;  and  William  J.,  Jr.,  is  a  student  in  St.  Joseph’s  College. 


BERNARD  J.  YUNGBLUTH 


One  of  the  leading  transit  experts  of  the  United  States  is  Bernard  J. 
Yungbluth,  who  is  president  of  the  International  Railway  Company  at 
Buffalo,  New  York.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  since  1924,  when 
he  came  here  for  the  purpose  of  assuming  charge  of  the  operation  of  the 
International  Railway  Company,  a  task  for  which  he  was  eminently  fitted 
by  years  of  railway  experience  in  the  largest  cities  of  the  east,  and  to 
which  he  brought  brilliant  talent  and  true  ability.  As  an  individual,  he 
has  been  a  valuable  addition  to  the  citizenship  of  Buffalo,  having  entered 
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whole-heartedly  and  with  enthusiasm  into  many  affairs  of  civic  nature. 
In  clubs,  in  organizations  and  societies,  in  his  church,  and  in  every  phase 
of  city  life  in  which  he  has  participated  he  has  accomplished  definite  re¬ 
sults.  Direct  action,  based  on  sound  judgment  and  strong  initiative,  is 
recognized  as  the  chief  characteristic  of  his  work  as  an  executive  in  west¬ 
ern  New  York. 

Bernard  J.  Yungbluth  was  born  at  Marquette,  Michigan,  August  29, 
1882,  a  son  of  Conrad  and  Anna  Marie  (Derra)  Yungbluth,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  died  at  Marquette.  The  father  was  a  gard¬ 
ener  by  trade,  a  republican  in  political  affiliation,  and  a  communicant  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Bernard  J.  Yungbluth  graduated  from  the  Marquette  high  school  in 
1899,  and  then  took  special  courses  with  the  International  Correspondence 
School  and  the  Alexander  Hamilton  Institute.  After  completing  his 
studies,  Mr.  Yungbluth  became  associated  with  the  Duluth,  South  Shore 
and  Atlantic  Railroad  as  an  attendant  in  the  oil  room,  for  which  work  he 
commanded  the  munificent  salary  of  fifteen  dollars  per  month.  Later  he 
became  clerk  in  the  supply  office  and  remained  with  that  company  from 
1899  to  1900,  at  which  date  he  secured  employment  as  storekeeper  with 
the  Mineral  Range  Railroad  at  Hancock,  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
until  1905.  He  then  moved  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed 
by  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  as  chief  clerk  to  the1 
general  storekeeper  for  one  year.  Next  he  was  with  the  Lake  Erie  and 
Western  Railroad  at  Lima,  Ohio,  as  storekeeper,  until  1909,  then  moved  to 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  general  storekeeper  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Railways  Company,  a  position  he  held  for  a  period  of  ten 
years,  or  until  1919.  In  1920  Mr.  Yungbluth  went  to  Philadelphia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  was  there  associated  with  the  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit 
Company  and  the  late  Thomas  E.  Mitten,  as  a  member  of  the  coordinat¬ 
ing  committee;  he  was  also  supervisor  of  purchases  and  supplies,  assist¬ 
ant  vice  president  of  traffic,  and  assistant  vice  president  of  finance.  While 
in  Philadelphia,  he  also  did  considerable  work  with  the  board  of  public 
education,  in  making  surveys  of  housekeeping,  sanitary  conditions  and 
various  business  practices. 

In  the  fall  of  1924  Mr.  Yungbluth  came  to  Buffalo  and  on  January  1, 
1925,  became  vice  president  in  charge  of  operation  of  the  International 
Railway  Company.  Since  January  1,  1926,  he  has  been  president  and 
general  manager  of  this  company  and  of  the  International  Bus  Corpora¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  a  director  of  both  companies.  Under  his  administration, 
the  service  has  been  substantially  bettered,  new  bus  lines  have  been  in¬ 
augurated,  the  equipment,  tracks  and  buildings  have  been  improved  and 
operating  results  have  been  changed  from  deficits  into  net  incomes  which 
reached  seven  hundred  forty  thousand  dollars  in  1929.  Mr.  Yungbluth 
has  done  much  public  speaking  on  transportation  subjects  and  has  brought 
about  a  better  understanding  between  his  company  and  the  people  it 
serves  in  the  Niagara  area. 

Mr.  Yungbluth  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
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of  its  industrial,  membership  and  metropolitan  transit  committees.  He 
is  a  past  president  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Buffalo,  which  is  the  third  largest 
Rotary  club  in  the  world.  He  is  third  vice  president  of  the  New  York 
Electric  Railway  Association  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club  and  the  Main  Street  Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ellicott 
Club  Association,  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  Central  Railway  Club,  Buffalo  Municipal  Re¬ 
search  Bureau,  Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Engineering  Society 
of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association.  Mr.  Yungbluth  is 
a  member  and  trustee  of  St.  Rose  of  Lima  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  Buffalo  diocese.  He  has 
also  acted  on  committees  of  various  Catholic  and  joint  charity  drives. 
During  the  World  war  he  conducted  some  classes  for  young  men  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh  in  connection  with  army  supply  problems.  In  political  affairs,  he 
has  given  his  support  to  the  republican  party. 

On  April  20,  1904,  at  Hancock,  Michigan,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Bernard  J.  Yungbluth  and  May  Lieblein,  who  was  a  native  of  Calumet, 
Michigan,  and  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Kempf)  Lieblein,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  Wolverine  state  and  died  at  Hancock.  Mrs. 
Yungbluth  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  her  birthplace,  and  is  a 
communicant  of  St.  Rose  of  Lima  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Yungbluth  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  Marie 
A.,  Bernard  J.,  Jr.,  Lenore  A.,  George  C.,  Clyde  F.,  Grace  J.  and  Rita  V. 

- - 

CARL  AUGUST  METZ 

One  of  the  noteworthy  German  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  was 
the  late  Carl  August  Metz,  who  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  general 
contracting  firm  of  Metz  Brothers  at  the  time  of  his  death,  July  25,  1914. 
He  achieved  success  in  life  entirely  by  his  own  efforts,  his  persevering 
energy,  courage,  and  ability.  He  was  appreciative  of  the  finer  things  of 
life,  and  was  honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow  citizens. 

Carl  A.  Metz  was  born  in  Germany,  September  18,  1875,  and  was  a 
son  of  Ludwig  and  Caroline  (Butzer)  Metz.  The  father  retired  from  busi¬ 
ness  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  when  Carl  A.  was  about 
ten  years  of  age,  being  the  youngest  of  a  large  family  of  children.  Three 
of  his  brothers  and  a  sister  also  are  residents  of  Buffalo.  They  are :  Louis, 
Gustave,  Fred,  and  Caroline.  Carl  A.  Metz  attended  the  public  schools  for 
two  years,  then  entered  the  employ  of  Mathias  Haenszel,  afterward  his 
father-in-law,  who  was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  on  William  street 
in  Buffalo.  From  Mr.  Haenszel  he  received  his  early  business  training, 
and  profited  much  by  his  sound  advice.  He  next  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Argus  Company,  manufacturers  of  shoes,  in  the  capacity  of  salesman, 
but  after  a  period  returned  to  Mr.  Haenszel  as  a  partner.  A  year  later, 
through  the  latter’s  advice,  he  left  to  go  into  business  with  his  brothers, 
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who  in  the  meantime  had  formed  the  company  of  Metz  Brothers,  general 
contractors.  In  this  company,  C.  A.  Metz  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  reached  the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer.  He  was 
a  director  in  the  Erie  Savings  &  Loan  Association,  and  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  his 
religious  affiliation  was  with  the  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Metz  deserved 
much  credit  for  his  self-education  and  the  improvement  of  his  status  in 
life.  His  school  days  in  this  country  were  necessarily  brief,  but  he  re¬ 
mained  a  student  all  of  his  years.  In  the  beginning,  he  spent  hours  read¬ 
ing  English,  in  the  newspapers  and  elsewhere,  and  although  he  under¬ 
stood  little  that  his  eyes  scanned,  he  gradually  acquired  a  mastery  of  the 
language  and  thus  was  enabled  to  advance  his  own  education  more  rapidly. 
He  was  a  devotee  of  good  music  also. 

On  June  21,  1905,  Mr.  Metz  was  married  to  Miss  Cornelia  C.  Haenszel, 
of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Magdalene  (Keller)  Haenszel,  now 
residing  in  Buffalo.  The  father,  as  noted  above,  was  for  many  years  a 
prominent  shoe  merchant  of  this  city,  where  he  was  born.  His  wife,  born 
in  Canada,  was  brought  to  Buffalo  by  her  parents  when  she  was  an  infant. 
She  has  three  brothers  and  a  sister,  namely:  Dr.  Allen  M.  Haenszel,  of 
San  Bernardino,  California;  Chester  Haenszel,  of  Buffalo;  Frederick 
Haenszel,  of  Buffalo;  and  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Burckley,  of  Hornell,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Metz  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  is  active  in 
local  church  work.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Metz  she  is  the  mother  of  two 
daughters,  Cornelia  M.  and  Helene  S.,  the  rearing  of  whom  to  brilliant 
young  womanhood  has  been  the  chief  pleasure  and  occupation  of  her  life. 
Both  attended  grade  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  graduated  from  Masten  Park 
high  school  with  high  honors.  Cornelia  graduated  from  Elmira  College 
for  women  at  Elmira,  New  York,  in  1929,  with  high  honors,  and  she  is 
now  teaching  in  the  high  school  at  Bliss,  New  York.  She  specialized  in 
the  German  and  Latin  languages.  Helene  is  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1931  at  Elmira  College.  Both  of  the  daughters  are  active  in  church  and 
missionary  work.  The  Metz  family  home  in  Buffalo  is  at  936  Humboldt 
parkway. 


EDWARD  M.  PLANT 

Although  he  has  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo, 
only  since  March,  1927,  Edward  M.  Plant  a  skilled  architect  has  executed 
a  number  of  important  commissions  in  this  city,  and  has  shown  unmistak¬ 
able  promise  of  a  brilliant  and  successful  future  in  the  work  of  his  choos¬ 
ing.  He  has  an  office  at  75^  West  Chippewa  street  and  has  made  an  au¬ 
spicious  start  in  this  community.  He  was  born  at  Syracuse,  New  York, 
November  3,  1901,  a  son  of  Mitchell  and  Dora  (Levy)  Plant. 

Mitchell  Plant,  born  in  New  York  city,  September  25,  1874,  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  at  San  Diego,  California,  where  he  is  a  retired  retail  jeweler.  He  is 
a  republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Jewish  Church.  His  wife 
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was  born  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  September  1,  1875,  a  daughter  of  Wolfe 
Levy,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  died  in  Buffalo. 

Edward  M.  Plant  graduated  from  the  Technical  high  school  of  Buffalo 
with  the  class  of  1919,  and  in  1924  received  his  B.  S.  degree  in  architecture 
from  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 
He  then  became  associated  with  the  architectural  firm  of  Bley  &  Lyman 
of  Buffalo,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eighteen  months,  and  then  estab¬ 
lished  a  business  of  his  own  at  Miami,  Florida,  where  he  remained  about 
eighteen  months.  In  March,  1927,  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  opened  an 
office  in  the  Court  building  at  7514  West  Chippewa  street,  since  which 
time  he  has  developed  his  work  to  a  most  satisfying  point.  Among  the 
buildings  for  which  he  has  drawn  the  plans  are  the  new  Elk  street  market ; 
the  Graham  automobile  building  on  Main  street;  an  addition  to  the  Temple 
Beth  Zion  on  Delaware  avenue,  and  a  number  of  local  residences.  Mr. 
Plant  is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Temple  Beth  Zion 
congregation. 

On  December  2,  1925,  Mr.  Plant  was  married  to  Camille  Michel  at 
Miami,  Florida.  She  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Louis  and 
Frances  (Metzger)  Michel,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Germany  and 
residents  of  Buffalo.  Her  father  is  a  retired  business  man.  Mrs.  Plant 
graduated  from  the  Hutchinson  high  school,  and  then  attended  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  from  which  she  received  a  degree  in  library  science. 
She  was  associated  with  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  until  her  marriage. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plant  have  one  son,  Edward  M.,  Jr.,  born  in  Buffalo,  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1928.  Their  home  is  at  41  Rand  avenue. 


REV.  FREDERICK  AUGUST  KAHLER,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

A  notable  example  of  a  well  spent  life  is  afforded  in  the  career  of  the 
late  Rev.  Frederick  August  Kahler,  who  was  one  of  the  venerable  and 
distinguished  exponents  of  the  Lutheran  faith  in  America  and  for  more 
than  four  decades  pastor  of  Holy  Trinity  English  Lutheran  Church  and 
dean  of  the  Lutheran  clergy  in  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Erie,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  21,  1850,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Heinrich  Christian  Kahler 
and  a  grandson  of  Heinrich  C.  Kahler  (I),  who  was  born  in  Germany 
but  became  an  officer  in  the  Danish  Army  and  was  awarded  the  Danne- 
brook  medal  for  distinguished  service.  The  grandmother,  Anna  (Bock- 
holdt)  Kahler,  was  a  native  of  Germany.  Heinrich  Christian  Kahler  (II) 
was  born  in  Wandsbek,  a  town  in  the  province  of  Schleswig-Holstein, 
November  14,  1813,  and  became  a  minister  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  Canada,  passing  away  at  Preston, 
Ontario,  September  28,  1895.  His  wife,  Anna  Magdalena  (Ottesen)  Kah¬ 
ler,  was  born  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  February  27,  1812,  and  died  at 
Preston  in  1893.  Her  father,  Hans  Ottesen,  also  a  native  of  Denmark, 
was  a  sea  captain,  owning  two  vessels  which  plied  between  that  country 
and  the  West  Indies.  While  en  route  to  America  with  his  family  he 
became  ill  with  fever  and  died  on  board  the  ship  in  1849. 
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Rev.  Frederick  A.  Kahler  attended  the  public  schools  of  Ontario  and 
had  private  tutoring  before  entering  McGill  University  at  Montreal, 
Canada,  where  he  completed  his  course  May  1,  1869,  when  but  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  youngest  person  ever  graduated  from  that  noted 
institution  of  learning  and  was  awarded  the  Chapman  gold  medal  as 
honor  student  in  the  classics.  Entering  the  educational  field,  he  left 
Montreal  to  teach  physics  and  chemistry  in  a  seminary  at  Dansville,  New 
York,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  matriculating  in  the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1874.  Subsequently  the  D.  D.  degree  was 
bestowed  upon  him  by  Thiel  College  and  in  1925  he  received  from  Muhlen- 
burg  College  at  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D. 

At  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  in  1874,  Dr.  Kahler  was  ordained  a 
Lutheran  minister  and  was  then  called  to  St.  Michael’s  Church  at  Gertnan- 
town,  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  for  a  decade.  In  October,  1884, 
he  came  to  Buffalo  and  for  more  than  forty-six  years  continuously  served 
as  pastor  and  pastor  emeritus  of  Holy  Trinity  English  Lutheran  Church. 
Few  men  know  the  joy  of  ministering  to  one  congregation  for  so  long 
a  period,  and  Dr.  Kahler  was  rich  in  the  memory  of  these  years  of  service 
and  in  the  knowledge  that  no  cloud  of  unhappiness  ever  came  between  him 
and  his  people.  At  the  time  he  took  charge  here  the  little  congregation 
was  discouraged  and  disheartened.  He  soon  demonstrated  powers  of 
leadership,  breadth  of  vision  and  soundness  of  faith  and  practice  which 
attracted  large  numbers  of  people  to  him  and  bound  them  to  him  when 
once  they  came.  Soon  the  small,  bare,  cheerless  brick  church  rented  from 
the  French  Protestants,  was  purchased  and  enlarged  to  provide  room  for 
the  rapidly  growing  congregation. 

In  1886,  when  Dr.  Kahler  had  been  in  Buffalo  less  than  two  years, 
work  on  the  east  side  of  the  city  was  begun  and  in  1895  the  Church  of 
the  Atonement  was  established.  Although  a  number  of  members  of  the 
mother  church  took  up  the  work  in  the  new  field,  Holy  Trinity  continued  to 
grow  rapidly.  In  1894,  with  active  members  withdrawn  for  service  in 
the  Church  of  the  Atonement,  second  branch  was  established.  It  was 
known  as  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer  and  was  located  on  Elmwood  avenue 
at  Highland.  Again  active  members  were  withdrawn  from  the  mother 
church  and  with  them  went  their  financial  support.  All  but  two  members 
of  the  church  council  of  Holy  Trinity  left  to  take  work  in  the  new  field, 
yet  Dr.  Kahler  with  courage  undaunted  and  with  faith  undimmed,  re¬ 
organized  the  church  council  and  added  members  to  the  congregation 
until  the  little  church  could  no  longer  hold  those  who  desired  to  come  to 
Sunday  services.  In  1899  a  lot  was  purchased  on  Main  street  above 
North,  and  on  Palm  Sunday  of  1905  the  present  house  of  worship,  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  Lutheran  churches  in  America,  was  dedicated.  As 
time  has  passed  the  congregation  has  grown  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  in  1884  to  over  eighteen  hundred  members  in  1931  and  Holy 
Trinity  has  steadily  gained  in  strength  and  usefulness,  becoming  a  potent 
force  for  moral  progress  and  spiritual  uplift  in  this  city. 
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Throughout  the  history  of  English  Lutheran  work  in  Buffalo,  the  name 
of  Dr.  Kahler  appears  in  every  enterprise  that  has  made  for  progress. 
His  wise  leadership,  his  rare  good  judgment,  his  tact,  his  scholarship  and 
his  fine  Christian  character  made  a  united  host  out  of  factions  and  sent 
the  work  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church  forward  in  all  directions  with 
amazing  rapidity.  During  his  pastorate  here  six  churches  of  his  faith 
were  established  in  Buffalo  and  one  in  North  Tonawanda.  His  counsel 
was  many  times  sought  in  crises  of  the  church  and  he  became  known  as 
one  of  the  outstanding  men  in  the  Lutheran  Church  of  America.  It  was 
Dr.  Kahler  who  led  the  movement  which  culminated  in  the  formation  of 
the  English  Lutheran  Synod  of  New  York  and  New  England,  of  which 
he  was  past  president,  and  for  many  years  he  represented  this  synod  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  his  alma  mater,  the  Lutheran  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Philadelphia.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
Home  of  Buffalo  and  was  its  only  vice  president.  He  was  prominent  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Lutheran  Church  Review  and  was  a  frequent 
contributor  to  its  columns.  He  was  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
United  Lutheran  Synod  of  New  York  and  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Ministers  Association  of  Buffalo.  Outside  the  Lutheran  Church  his  ability,  , 
his  rare  character  and  his  scholarship  were  soon  recognized  and  he  was 
besieged  with  invitations  to  address  gatherings  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
For  twenty-five  consecutive  years  he  was  elected  critic  of  the  Buffalo 
Ministers  Club — a  high  honor,  well  merited.  His  fairness  and  considera¬ 
tion  won  him  many  warm  friends  among  the  clergymen  of  all  the 
Protestant  churches  of  the  city. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1879,  Rev.  Kahler  was  married  in  Dansville, 
New  York,  to  Miss  Margaret  Torbert  MacNair,  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Tor- 
bert  MacNair,  who  was  born  November  19,  1822,  aild  died  at  Dansville, 
September  18,  1895.  Mrs.  Kahler’s  mother,  Phoebe  Jane  (Hatmaker) 
MacNair,  was  born  at  Penn  Yan,  New  York,  in  October,  1824,  and  passed 
away  in  Dansville,  March  23,  1881.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John 
Hatmaker,  who  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Penn  Yan  and 
was  an  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  grandparents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hatmaker,  disappeared  while  out  in  the  fields  near 
Fort  Herkimer  gathering  flax.  They  were  never  heard  of  again  and  it 
was  thought  that  they  were  carried  off  by  Indians  who  roamed  through¬ 
out  that  region  in  the  early  days.  Their  daughter,  Dr.  Hatmaker’s  mother, 
was  adopted  by  General  Herkimer  and  was  reared  in  his  home.  Mrs. 
Kahler  was  born  in  Dansville  and  attended  Temple  Hill  Academy  at 
Geneseo  and  the  Howland  College  at  Union  Springs,  New  York.  Her  tal¬ 
ents  as  a  writer  and  as  an  organizer  of  Christian  work  have  contributed 
largely  to  the  development  of  women’s  activities  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kahler  had  five  children:  Margarethe  Ingeborg,  the 
widow  of  John  W.  Henrich,  who  was  president  of  William  Henrich’s  Sons 
Company,  contractors  and  lumber  dealers  of  Buffalo;  Hugh  MacNair 
Kahler,  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  who  is  widely  known  as  a  writer  of 
fiction  and  who  married  Louise  Kingsley,  of  Buffalo;  Henry  C.  Kahler, 
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who  married  Ruth  Theis  and  is  now  associated  with  the  City  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  city;  Annette  M.,  the  wife  of  Lieutenant  Commander 
Carl  C.  von  Paulsen,  who  is  connected  with  the  coast  guard  service  at 
Cape  May,  New  Jersey,  and  Frederick  A.  Kahler,  Jr.,  who  married  Nina 
K.  Wieber,  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  dean  of  boys  at  the  New  Trier  high 
school  in  Winnetka,  Illinois.  All  of  the  sons  are  Princeton  graduates  and 
the  daughters  are  graduates  of  Vassar. 

In  his  student  days  Dr.  Kahler  was  active  in  athletic  sports,  making 
the  hundred  yard  dash  in  ten  seconds,  and  also  displayed  prowess  in 
Rugby  and  Lacrosse.  In  late  years  he  found  diversion  in  traveling,  visit¬ 
ing  points  of  interest  in  the  United  States,  Canada  and  European 
countries.  During  the  World  war  he  was  active  in  the  promotion  of  the 
Red  Cross  drives  and  the  various  Liberty  Loan  campaigns.  He  voted 
with  the  republican  party  and  his  support  was  ever  given  to  those 
projects  and  movements  which  sought  the  benefit  of  the  individual  and 
of  the  race.  In  sorrow,  in  distress,  in  sickness,  in  poverty,  in  trouble  of 
every  kind,  he  was  a  friend,  a  helper  and  a  sure  support  of  his  people, 
whom  he  bound  to  him  by  the  ties  of  strong  affection.  He  was  admired 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  Dr.  Kahler  died  January  24,  1931. 


JAMES  N.  MATTHEWS 

One  of  the  eminent  pioneers  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  a  notable 
figure  in  the  newspaper  and  printing  business  of  Buffalo,  was  the  late 
James  Newson  Matthews,  the  first  of  three  generations  to  be  among  the 
leaders  in  journalism  in  this  portion  of  the  state.  He  was  conspicuous  by 
his  ability  to  forge,  ahead  in  his  life’s  work,  and  his  marked  talent  for 
newspaper  promotion.  His  influence  in  shaping  newspaper  policies  was  a 
determining  factor  in  the  success  of  those  publishing  enterprises  with 
which  he  was  connected,  and  his  own  high  standard  of  citizenship  was 
also  a  factor  in  civic  development  during  the  years  of  his  active  career. 

James  N.  Matthews  was  born  at  Bungay,  England,  November  21, 
1828,  and  when  a  young  man  arrived  in  the  United  States.  Coming  to 
Buffalo,  New  York,  in  1846,  he  worked  for  Jewett,  Thomas  &  Company, 
publishers  of  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Advertiser,  and  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  foreman  of  the  composing  room.  In  1848-9,  he  was  fore¬ 
man  of  the  Buffalo  Republican,  and  in  1850  he  established  a  plant  of  his 
own.  Later  he  was  appointed  foreman  of  the  job  office  of  the  Buffalo 
Express,  and  one  year  afterward  became  a  partner.  The  company  was 
known  as  Clapp,  Matthews  &  Company,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  print¬ 
ing  organizations  of  the  country  at  that  time.  In  1860  Mr.  Matthews 
withdrew  from  the  firm  and  formed  the  company  of  Nutt,  Wheeler,  Mat¬ 
thews  &  Warren,  who  published  the  Commercial  Advertiser.  Mr.  Wheeler 
retired  and  the  firm  became  Matthews  &  Warren.  In  1872  they  purchased 
the  controlling  interest  in  the  Buffalo  Express,  but  continued  to  conduct 
the  Commercial  Advertiser,  of  which  Mr.  Matthews  was  editor.  In  1877 
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he  withdrew  from  the  last-named  publication,  and  in  1878  bought  the 
Buffalo  Express,  which  he  made  one  of  the  strongest  dailies  in  the  state. 
The  Sunday  edition  was  created  in  1883  and  it  was  the  first  illustrated 
paper  in  the  United  States.  At  the  same  time  he  developed  the  job  plant, 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  William  Phelps  Northrup,  under  the  title 
of  Matthews,  Northrup  &  Company,  which  later  became  the  Matthews- 
Northrup  Works.  He  remained  in  newspaper  work  until  his  death  Decem¬ 
ber  20,  1888.  Mr.  Matthews  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  republican 
party,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  presidential  conventions  of  1882  and 
1886. 

On  July  24,  1851,  James  N.  Matthews  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet 
Wells,  of  Westfield,  New  York,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  George  E.,  whose  biography  appears  upon  another  page  of 
this  history;  and  Frances  Amy,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Ernest  G. 
Boon,  a  native  of  London,  England,  where  they  were  married.  They  lived 
at  Alassio,  Italy.  Mrs.  Boon  died  February  8,  1931,  while  visiting  in  this 
country. 

James  N.  Matthews  was  prominent  in  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church 
of  Buffalo,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo 
Fine  Arts  Society,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Club. 


AUGUST  C.  HAGER 

In  the  passing  of  August  C.  Hager,  a  decade  ago,  Buffalo  sustained 
the  loss  of  a  worthy  native  son  and  successful  business  man  who  was 
widely  known  as  president  of  the  lumber  firm  of  E.  M.  Hager  &  Sons. 
He  was  born  in  this  city,  January  14,  1867,  his  parents  being  Edward  M. 
and  Ottilia  (Dorscheid)  Hager,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany,  while 
the  latter  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  was  of  German  descent. 
Edward  M.  Hager  became  a  prominent  lumber  dealer  of  Buffalo. 

August  C.  Hager  pursued  his  education  at  Nardin  Academy  and 
Canisius  high  school.  After  putting  aside  his  text-books  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  lumber  firm  of  Hager  &  Feist,  of  which  his  father  was 
the  senior  partner.  Later,  when  Mr.  Feist  retired,  August  C.  Hager 
became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  E.  M.  Hager  &  Sons  and  on  its  incorpora¬ 
tion  in  1902  was  made  vice  president.  In  that  official  capacity  he  served 
until  the  death  of  his  father  in  1919,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency 
of  the  corporation,  continuing  at  its  head  until  his  death  near  the  close 
of  the  following  year.  He  passed  away  November  16,  1920,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-three.  Mr.  Hager  was  something  more  than  a  business  executive, 
for  he  possessed  unusual  artistic  ability  and  he  planned  and  finished  the 
interior  woodwork  in  many  of  the  city’s  finest  homes.  He  enjoyed  a 
well  merited  reputation  for  integrity  and  he  won  an  extensive  circle  of 
warm  friends  in  both  business  and  social  relations.  He  was  fond  of  boat¬ 
ing  and  served  as  first  and  second  commodore  of  the  Buffalo  Launch 
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Club.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the  democratic  party,  and  he 
was  a  communicant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1911,  Mr.  Hager  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Maude  M.  Moyles,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  H.  Moyles,  of  Perry, 
New  York.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  namely:  Ruth 
Elma,  who  attended  Holy  Angels  Academy  and  is  now  a  student  at  Wells 
College ;  Eillene  E.,  who  was  also  educated  in  Holy  Angels  Academy  and 
is  now  attending  St.  Mary’s  Seminary ;  and  Lucille,  a  student  at  St.  Mary’s 
Seminary.  All  three  of  the  daughters  are  trained  musicians  and  inherit 
their  parents’  love  of  artistic  things.  Mrs.  Maude  M.  Hager  was  educated 
in  St.  Joseph’s  Convent  at  Batavia  and  pursued  courses  in  fine  arts  and 
music  at  Syracuse  University.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Association  of 
Syracuse  University  Women,  is  known  as  an  accomplished  musician  and 
is  active  in  Buffalo’s  social  and  cultural  circles.  She  resides  with  her 
daughters  at  679  Busti  avenue. 


DICKRAN  S.  TIFTICKJIAN 

Dickran  S.  Tiftickjian,  who  owns  one  of  the  leading  oriental  rug  stores 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  at  702  Main  street,  and  is  also  proprietor  of  the 
Chinese  Beaux  Arts  at  678  Main  street,  is  a  descendant  of  an  Armenian 
family  of  distinction,  which,  like  thousands  of  other  families  of  old 
Armenia,  suffered  through  the  ravages  of  war  and  massacre.  Mr.  Tiftick¬ 
jian  came  to  the  protecting  shores  of  the  United  States  when  he  was  a 
small  boy,  without  resources  other  than  a  determination  to  make  a  suc¬ 
cess  of  his  life,  and  has  achieved  his  aim  by  hard  work,  careful  saving 
and  investment,  and  by  honorable  methods  in  dealing  with  the  public. 
He  is  an  acknowledged  authority  upon  oriental  rugs,  and  his  large  and 
varied  stock  is  chosen  with  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  public  taste 
and  modern  demand. 

Mr.  Tiftickjian  was  born  in  Armenia,  October  12,  1880,  a  son  of  Sarkis 
and  Zarman  (Scharamatian)  Tiftickjian.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Armenia,  and  was  killed  during  a  massacre  in  November,  1895,  when  he 
was  about  fifty  years  of  age.  He  was  a  prominent  dry  goods  merchant, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Apostles  Church  of  Armenia.  He  was  a  son  of 
Mergerdch  Tiftickjian,  who  was  a  leading  merchant  and  politician  at 
Malatia,  Armenia,  and  was  treasurer  and  paymaster  for  the  Turkish  gov¬ 
ernment  during  the  war  of  1878  between  Turkey  and  Russia.  He  was 
captured  by  the  enemy  and  taken  into  Russia,  and  no  trace  of  him  has 
ever  been  found  since.  The  mother  of  Dickran  S.  Tiftickjian  was  born 
in  Armenia,  and  is  now  living  in  Rochester,  New  York,  having  reached 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty  years  (1930). 

Dickran  S.  Tiftickjian  attended  the  public  schools  of  Armenia  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  alone,  and 
settled  in  New  York  city  with  the  intention  of  continuing  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  metropolis.  However,  the  tragic  death  of  his  father 
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made  it  necessary  that  he  earn  his  own  livelihood,  and  he  first  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  ribbon  factory,  where  he  received  a  weekly  wage  of  four  dol¬ 
lars.  At  the  end  of  six  months,  the  factory  closed,  and  he  secured  work 
with  John  Stephenson,  manufacturer  of  street  cars,  at  a  salary  of  five 
dollars  per  week.  For  six  months  he  remained  in  this  position,  then  be¬ 
came  associated  with  a  mercantile  firm  at  53  Cedar  street,  wholesale 
dealers  in  rugs,  roll  wool,  opium,  and  gum  arabic.  He  was  errand  boy 
and  general  helper  around  this  store,  but  it  was  there  he  first  began  to 
learn  the  rug  business.  For  three  years  he  worked  and  observed,  then  in 
March,  1898,  came  to  Buffalo,  and  here  secured  a  position  as  a  salesman, 
in  the  rug  department  of  Flint  &  Kent,  remaining  until  September,  1902, 
when  he  went  into  the  rug  business  for  himself  at  624  Main  street,  where 
he  built  the  solid  foundation  of  his  present  enterprise.  He  later  moved 
to  696  Main  street,  then  to  his  present  address,  702  Main  street,  where  he 
carries  a  large  and  complete  assortment  of  Persian,  Chinese,  oriental, 
antique,  and  modern  rugs.  At  the  Chinese  Beaux  Arts,  of  which  he  is  also 
proprietor,  he  carries  a  full  line  of  all  kinds  of  art  goods. 

Mr.  Tiftickjian  is  a  republican  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Central  Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Exchange  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  Buffalo 
Lodge,  No.  23,  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  The  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  flowers  and  motor-touring  with  his  family  are  the  favorite  recrea¬ 
tional  interests  of  Mr.  Tiftickjian. 

On  February  15,  1919,  at  Buffalo,.  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Dickran  S.  Tiftickjian  and  Miss  Emily  Dickinson,  of  Buffalo,  who  was 
educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  here,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Central  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tiftickjian  have  become  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Dickran  S.,  Jr.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
John  D.,  born  April  30,  1921;  Kathleen  Ruth,  born  June  27,  1924;  and 
David  Sarkis,  born  February  15,  1926.  The  family  residence  is  at  29 
Tillinghast  place. 


HENRY  WILLIAM  BRENDEL 

Henry  William  Brendel,  who  is  a  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm 
of  Brendel,  Bagot  &  Magoffin,  with  offices  at  804  Stock  Exchange  building 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  has  been  a  member  of  the  local  bar  for  over  a  half 
century,  and  has  made  a  most  enviable  record  for  himself  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession,  and  likewise  has  acceptably  filled  a  number  of  public 
positions  of  responsibility,  including  that  of  collector  of  the  port  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Brendel  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  10,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Christine  Brendel,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  He 
attended  St.  Stephen’s  Evangelical  parochial  school  during  his  youth  and 
the  public  schools,  but  his  studies  were  interrupted  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  old  by  the  necessity  of  seeking  work.  For  two  years  he  was  an 
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apprentice  in  the  plumbing  trade,  then  for  one  year  an  apprentice  in  the 
cigar  trade.  Neither  trade  was  acceptable  to  him,  however,  and  when 
seventeen  years  old  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Hawkins  &  Fischer,  where 
he  remained  one  year,  then  studied  law  with  Delavan  F.  Clark.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  state  bar  in  January,  1879,  after  which  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  James  A.  Strong  in  1881.  In  1895  this  was  dissolved,  and 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Frank  Standart,  which  continued  until  Mr. 
Standart  was  elected  to  the  office  of  city  court  judge.  Mr.  Brendel  is  now 
a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Brendel,  Bagot  &  Magoffin.  He  also  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Alert  Holding  Company,  a  financial  institution,  and  is  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  Jefferson  Ice  Company,  both  of  Buffalo.  From 
November,  1899,  until  February,  1906,  he  served  as  collector  of  the  port 
of  Buffalo,  and  also  served  on  the  local  committee  to  raise  funds  for  Cuban 
sufferers  during  the  time  of  stress  on  that  island.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  republican  organization  for  many  years,  and  has  served  as  treasurer 
and  as  chairman. 

Mr.  Brendel  is  a  member  of  several  bodies  of  the  Masonic  Order,  also 
the  German  Order  of  Harugari  of  the  state  of  New  York,  being  now 
deputy  of  the  Buffalo  district..  He  also  belongs  to  the  Order  of  Foresters, 
the  Old  German  Singing  Society,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Park  Club  of 
Buffalo,  and  the  Harugari  Frohsinn  Singing  Society,  the  Albright  Art 
Gallery,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  These  connections 
indicate  well  the  high  type  of  Mr.  Brendel’s  interests  in  the  life  of  his 
home  city,  and  the  scope  of  his  activities. 

On  April  1,  1878,  Mr.  Brendel  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  of 
the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  the  New  York  National  Guard.  He  was 
transferred  to  Company  I,  Sixty-fifth  Regiment,  January  17,  1882,  was 
promoted  to  sergeant  June  14,  1884,  to  captain  of  Company  I,  July  12, 
1897,  to  major,  November  28,  1908,  and  was  discharged  during  the  year 
1917.  He  served  as  captain  of  Company  I,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 
during  the  Spanish-American  war. 

At  Buffalo,  New  York,  December  6,  1899,  Mr.  Brendel  was  married  to 
Augusta  Kaupt,  a  daughter  of  Frederich  and  Christine  Kaupt,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brendel  became  the  parents 
of  two  daughters,  namely:  Frieda,  wife  of  Arthur  G.  Bulger,  now  a  res¬ 
ident  of  New  York  city;  and  Elsa,  wife  of  Buell  G.  Tallman  II,  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Sally  L.  The  home  of  the  Brendel  family  is  at 
526  Linwood  avenue. 


LOUIS  LOCKE  BABCOCK 

A  corporation  lawyer  of  high  standing,  Louis  Locke  Babcock  ably  up¬ 
holds  the  prestige  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  with  which  he  has  been  identified  for 
forty  years,  becoming  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Locke,  Babcock,  Hollister  &  Brown,  with  offices  on  the  eighth  floor 
of  the  M  &  T  Trust  building.  He  was  long  a  distinguished  officer  of  the 
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New  York  National  Guard  and  has  ever  manifested  a  deep  and  helpful 
interest  in  public  affairs.  Born  in  Gowanda,  Cattaraugus  county,  New 
York,  December  14,  1868,  he  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Horace  and  Mary  (Locke) 
Babcock  and  acquired  his  early  education  in  his  native  town,  attending 
the  public  schools  and  the  Gowanda  Academy.  This  was  followed  by  a 
three  years’  course  in  a  classical  school  of  Buffalo  conducted  by  Profes¬ 
sor  Horace  Briggs  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Torrance  &  Blackmon  at  Gowanda.  Two  years  later,  in  March, 
1889,  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  continuing  his  studies  in  the  law  office  of 
Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn,  and  in  March,  1890,  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  remained  with  the  firm,  acting  for  a  time  as  managing  clerk  under  Mr. 
Milburn,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  work  of  a  confidential  nature 
until  the  latter’s  removal  to  New  York  city.  Mr.  Babcock  had  steadily 
advanced  during  that  period  and  as  junior  counsel  he  assisted  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  cases  and  the  conduct  of  trials.  Upon  the  withdrawal  of  Mr. 
Milburn,  Mr.  Babcock  was  admitted  to  a  partnership  in  the  firm,  which 
then  became  Rogers,  Locke  &  Babcock.  Later  the  name  was  changed  to 
Locke,  Babcock,  Spratt  &  Hollister  and  in  1926  the  style  of  Locke,  Bab¬ 
cock,  Hollister  &  Brown  was  adopted.  For  more  than  four  decades  Mr. 
Babcock  has  been  associated  with  this  organization,  which  is  now  rated 
among  the  foremost  law  firms  of  the  state.  Although  well  versed  in  all 
departments  of  jurisprudence,  he  confines  his  attention  largely  to  corpora¬ 
tion  work,  in  which  he  excels,  and  has  acted  as  counsel  for  many  large 
business  organizations,  whose  legal  interests  he  has  successfully  managed. 
His  knowledge  of  legal  science  is  comprehensive  and  exact. 

Mr.  Babcock’s  military  activities  also  constitute  an  important  chapter 
in  the  history  of  his  life.  In  January,  1890,  he  enlisted  in  the  New  York 
National  Guard,  as  a  private  in  Company  G,  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment, 
and  in  the  following  June  was  made  a  corporal.  In  November,  1890,  he 
was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  of  Company  D,  and  thus  served 
until  March  1,  1893,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 
In  1898  he  responded  to  the  first  call  for  volunteers  to  serve  in  the  Span- 
ish-American  war  and  organized  Company  K,  which  was  added  to  the 
Sixty-fifth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteers.  As  its  captain  he  com¬ 
manded  this  company  throughout  the  period  of  its  enlistment,  from  May 
17  to  November  17,  1898.  Although  a  strict  disciplinarian,  he  was  ever 
just  and  considerate  in  his  treatment  of  the  men  under  his  charge  and 
while  at  Camp  Alger,  Michigan,  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  officers  of  the  regiment.  On  the  23d  of  October,  1899,  he  was  made  a 
supernumerary  but  on  June  20,  1903,  was  commissioned  a  major  and 
attached  to  the  staff  of  Brigadier  General  Lauren  Pettebone,  command¬ 
ing  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  the  New  York  National  Guard,  and  served  as 
major  until  1913,  when  he  was  retired  at  his  own  request.  After  the 
state  militia  was  called  upon  for  service  in  the  World  war  Mr.  Babcock 
became  a  brigadier  general  through  appointment  of  Governor  Whitman, 
who  assigned  him  the  task  of  forming  the  western  New  York  branch  of 
the  state  militia.  He  raised  a  brigade  of  about  three  thousand  men  whom 
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he  commanded  until  February,  1919,  when  he  was  retired  as  a  brigadier 
general  of  the  New  York  National  Guard  at  his  own  request. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  married  June  18,  1896,  to  Miss  Georgia  Woodin,  a 
daughter  of  Eri  and  Harriet  (Stilson)  Woodin,  of  Gowanda,  New  York, 
and  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Cattaraugus  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  four  children:  Frances,  John  Carlton,  Har¬ 
riet,  and  James  Locke. 

General  Babcock  is  a  republican,  unwavering  in  his  allegiance  to  the 
party,  but  has  never  sought  political  honors  and  emoluments.  However, 
he  has  done  effective  work  in  the  field  of  public  service,  taking  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  the  furtherance  of  the  Pan-American  project,  and  was 
marshal  during  the  exposition,  in  which  connection  he  directed  all  of  the 
parades  and  large  public  functions  held  in  Buffalo  during  that  year. 
Through  appointment  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  he  became  one  of  the  man¬ 
agers  of  the  State  Industrial  School  at  Rochester  and  served  on  the  board 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  His  social  nature  finds  its  expression  in  his 
connection  with  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Country  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Genesee 
Valley  Club  of  Rochester,  and  the  Saturn  Club,  of  which  he  was  dean  in 
1905.  He  was  made  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo 
and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  which  he 
also  represented  in  the  capacity  of  secretary.  He  is  also  the  vice  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  His  has  been  a  well  ordered,  upright 
life,  replete  with  accomplishment,  and  at  every  point  in  his  career  he  has 
exemplified  those  qualities  which  win  for  a  man  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  his  fellows. 


HAL  E.  PUFFER 

Hal  E.  Puffer,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Buffalo  since  1905,  is  now 
vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Larkin  Co.,  with  which  he  has  been 
associated  for  a  quarter  century.  He  has  entered  into  the  various  activi¬ 
ties  of  his  home  community  with  sincere  interest,  and  is  a  man  of  excel¬ 
lent  repute  among  the  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Puffer  was 
born  at  Chemung,  Illinois,  January  3,  1882,  a  son  of  Henry  L.  and  Grace 
(Billings)  Puffer.  His  father  was  likewise  born  at  Chemung,  Illinois,  on 
November  25,  1858,  and  died  at  Capron,  Illinois,  January  10,  1928.  He 
was  a  son  of  Samuel  Lewis  and  Lydia  (Graves)  Puffer.  Samuel  Lewis 
Puffer  was  born  at  Sunderland,  Massachusetts,  in  1827,  and  died  at 
Chemung,  Illinois,  in  1912.  His  wife  was  born  at  Deerfield,  Massachusetts, 
in  1832,  and  died  at  Harvard,  Illinois,  in  1914.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Newcomb  Graves,  of  Deerfield,  a  descendant  of  Governor  Bradford,  the 
first  governor  of  Plymouth  colony,  who  came  from  England  in  1620  and 
settled  in  Massachusetts.  Samuel  Lewis  Puffer  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Lewis,  Sr.,  and  Mary  (Graves)  Puffer.  The  former  was  born  at  Sunder¬ 
land,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  LaSalle  county,  Illinois.  His  father,  who 
migrated  from  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  to  Sunderland  in  the  early  part 
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of  the  nineteenth  century,  was  a  descendant  of  Jabez  Puffer,  the  progeni¬ 
tor  of  the  family  in  America,  who  went  to  Massachusetts  from  England 
in  1636. 

Grace  (Billings)  Puffer,  the  mother  of  Hal  E.  Puffer,  was  born  at 
Chemung,  Illinois,  July  22,  1860,  and  is  now  living  at  Capron,  Illinois. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Captain  William  Gould  and  Fannie  (Everest)  Bill¬ 
ings.  Captain  Billings  was  born  at  Henniker,  New  Hampshire,  in  1822, 
and  died  at  Chemung  in  1885.  He  came  to  Illinois  when  a  young  man, 
and  was  connected  with  the  internal  revenue  department  nearly  all  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  captain  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred  Forty-third  Illinois 
Infantry.  His  wife  was  born  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  in  1824,  and  died 
at  Chemung.  Fannie  (Everest)  Billings  was  a  daughter  of  Ethan  Allen 
Everest,  who  served  in  the  siege  of  Plattsburg  during  the  W  ar  of  1812, 
and  was  awarded  a  medal  by  the  United  States  congress  for  conspicuous 
gallantry  in  action. 

Hal  E.  Puffer  attended  the  public  schools  of  northern  Illinois,  and 
graduated  from  the  high  school  of  Harvard,  Illinois,  in  1899.  He  then 
entered  the  Northern  Illinois  State  Teachers  College,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1903.  He  taught  in  the  schools  of  Capron,  Illinois.  In  1905 
he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Larkin  Co.,  and 
has  been  with  them  ever  since,  having  been  promoted  to  the  position  of 
vice  president  and  director.  Mr.  Puffer  is  a  member  of  the  Central  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  has  always  been  a  supporter  of  the  republican  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  United  Craft  Lodge,  No.  931,  of  the  Masons,  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club,  and  golf  is  his 
favorite  form  of  recreation. 

At  Orchard  Park,  New’  York,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1911,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Hal  E.  Puffer  and  Miss  Lillie  Nieman,  the  bride  being  a 
native  of  Orchard  Park.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puffer,  w’hose  Buffalo  residence 
is  situated  at  263  Parker  avenue,  have  two  sons,  namely:  Hal  Everest, 
Jr.,  who  was  born  May  30,  1912,  and  is  a  cadet  at  the  Manlius  Military 
Academy  at  Manlius,  New’  York;  and  John  Billings,  who  w’as  born  June 
13,  1915,  and  is  attending  school  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


LAWRENCE  P.  HANCOCK 

Since  1893,  w’hen  Law’rence  P.  Hancock  wras  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
New  York  state,  he  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law',  although  in  recent  years  he  has 
been  required  by  his  business  interests  to  free  himself  to  a  considerable 
extent  from  his  professional  activities.  He  is  know*n  as  an  attorney  of 
integrity’  and  ability’,  and  during  his  business  career  he  has  conducted 
or  been  concerned  in  a  large  amount  of  litigation  of  importance.  He  was 
born  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  June  10,  1866,  a  son  of  the  Hon.  James 
Denton  Hancock  and  Ella  C.  Hancock,  both  deceased. 

His  father,  James  Denton  Hancock,  a  prominent  Pennsylvania  attor- 
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ney,  was  born  in  1837  near  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in 
October,  1929,  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  member  of  a  well 
known  Pennsylvania  family  and  was  educated  at  the  Wyoming  Seminary 
and  at  Kenyon  College  in  Gambier,  Ohio,  receiving  from  that  institution 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  and  eventually  Doctor  of  Laws.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  fraternity  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Alpha  Delta  Phi  chapter  at  Kenyon  College.  Mr.  Hancock  was  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  mathematics  in  the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania,  now 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  general  so¬ 
licitor  for  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Buffalo,  where  he  lived  for  a  large  portion  of  the  time. 
He  was  also  a  director  of  a  number  of  other  railroads  and  corporations, 
a  trustee  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Warren, 
Pennsylvania,  a  member  of  The  Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution, 
serving  as  president  of  the  state  organization,  and  afterward  was  presi¬ 
dent-general  of  the  society.  In  politics  Mr.  Hancock  was  a  democrat 
and  was  candidate  for  congress  at  different  times  and  a  delegate  to  the 
national  convention  in  Indianapolis  in  1896.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
tariff  reform  movement  and  wrote  various  essays  on  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  subjects.  He  was  also  an  honorary  member  of  the  Cobden  Club  of 
England,  which  awarded  him  a  silver  medal. 

Lawrence  P.  Hancock  attended  public  schools  until  he  entered  Har- 
court  Place  Academy  at  Gambier,  Ohio,  and  graduated  at  Kenyon  College, 
receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1887.  He  studied  law  at 
Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  and  has  practiced  law  actively  in  Buffalo  since 
his  admission  to  the  bar  and  has  also  been  associated  in  various  business 
enterprises.  Mr.  Hancock  is  a  third  degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Club,  Wanakah  Country  Club,  Wanango  Country  Club  of  Oil  City, 
Pennsylvania,  the  Audubon  Society,  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Buf¬ 
falo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Na¬ 
tional  Forestry  Association  and  the  Erie  County  and  New  York  State 
Bar  Associations. 

On  February  27,  1927,  Mr.  Hancock  was  married  to  Louise  G.  Cooper, 
a  daughter  of  Edward  P.  and  Mary  G.  Cooper,  the  former  now  deceased, 
and  the  latter  a  resident  of  Buffalo. 


DUDLEY  M.  IRWIN,  Jr. 

Many  of  the  younger  representatives  of  commercial  and  financial  acti¬ 
vity  in  Buffalo  are  native  sons  who  have  profited  by  the  countless  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  advancement  here  presented  to  the  man  of  energy,  ability  and 
determination,  and  in  this  classification  belongs  Dudley  M.  Irwin,  Jr.,  a 
member  of  the  well  known  brokerage  firm  of  Schoellkopf  &  Company, 
located  at  70  Niagara  street.  He  was  born  July  22,  1899,  and  is  one  of 
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the  four  children  of  Dudley  M.  and  Jeanie  (Marsh)  Irwin,  the  former 
a  native  of  Oswego,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  is  engaged  in  the  grain  business  and  has  lived  in  Buffalo  since 
1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  have  two  daughters:  Kathleen,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Stuart  Lyon,  of  New  York  city,  and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Shirley 
and  Anita;  and  Gwendolyn,  who  is  the  wife  of  D.  Rumsey  Wheeler,  a 
prominent  attorney  of  Buffalo,  and  has  three  children,  Penelope,  Rumsey, 
Jr.,  and  Sylvia.  The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  also  includes  two  sons, 
Theodore  H.  and  Dudley  M.,  Jr.  During  the  World  war  the  former 
entered  the  aviation  corps  of  the  United  States  Army  and  received  his 
training  in  the  Princeton  Ground  School  and  the  Selfridge  Flying  School, 
becoming  a  second  lieutenant.  He  was  with  the  air  forces  from  June, 
1917,  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  acting  as  an  observer,  and  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  in  Buffalo  as  a  manufacturer  of  boxes.  In  this  city 
he  married  Miss  Bettie  Lewis  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter. 

Dudley  M.  Irwin,  Jr.,  was  a  pupil  in  the  Franklin  and  Nichols  schools 
of  Buffalo  and  his  advanced  studies  were  pursued  in  Williams  College  at 
Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  where  he  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  1921,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Kappa  Alpha  fraternity  while  \ 
attending  that  institution.  After  a  year’s  training  with  Dillon,  Reed  & 
Company,  investment  bankers  of  New  York  city,  he  came  to  Buffalo  and 
spent  five  years  with  the  firm  of  Glenny,  Monro  &  Moll,  dealers  in  invest¬ 
ment  securities.  He  was  next  associated  with  the  Erickson  &  Perkins 
Company  of  this  city,  severing  the  connection  a  year  and  a  half  later  to 
become  a  partner  in  the  brokerage  firm  of  Schoellkopf  &  Company. 

Mr.  Irwin  was  married  October  12,  1925,  to  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  William  Warren  Smith,  president  of  the  Buffalo  Abstract  & 
Title  Company,  and  Mary  (Newhall)  Smith,  who  make  their  home  in  this 
city.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  are:  Margaret  Newhall,  who 
was  born  July  20,  1926;  and  Dudley  M.  (Ill)  born  April  18,  1928.  The 
parents  attend  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  Mr.  Irwin  largely  finds  his 
recreation  through  his  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Luncheon  Club  of  Buffalo.  Although  but 
thirty-one  years  of  age,  he  has  gained  a  place  of  prominence  in  investment 
banking  circles  of  his  city  through  the  exercise  of  his  keen  business  insight 
and  well  developed  powers,  which  insure  his  continued  progress  in  his 
particular  field. 


WILLIAM  BERNARD  BURLINGHAM,  M.  D. 

The  medical  profession  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  has  no  more  respected 
member  than  Dr.  William  Bernard  Burlingham,  of  Buffalo,  who  has  en¬ 
gaged  in  practice  here  for  a  quarter  century  with  noteworthy  success. 
The  Doctor  is  a  native  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  his  birth  having 
there  occurred  April  13,  1873,  and  he  is  a  son  of  William  Tanner  and 
Mary  (Wehlan)  Burlingham.  The  father,  now  deceased,  was  born  in  the 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER  267 

state  of  Vermont,  while  his  widow,  a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  now 
resides  at  Batavia,  New  York.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  his  father 
served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  a  soldier  in  the  Eighty-second  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry.  Dr.  Burlingham  has  a  sister,  Minnie  B.,  resid¬ 
ing  at  Batavia,  New  York,  the  wife  of  Frank  E.  Lawson,  a  prominent 
attorney  of  that  city,  and  they  have  three  children,  Ruth,  Jack,  and  Mar¬ 
gery,  the  first  attending  Holyoke  School  and  the  latter  two  the  Batavia 
high  school.  Dr.  Burlingham  also  has  a  brother,  Dr.  James  B.  Burling¬ 
ham,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  who  has  three  children:  Robert,  now  attend¬ 
ing  Princeton  University,  Margaret,  a  student  in  the  Syracuse  high  school 
and  James  B.  Jr. 

Dr.  Burlingham  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Lancaster, 
New  York,  then  started  out  in  business  in  the  coal  department  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad,  remaining  there  for  a  period 
of  seventeen  years.  Desiring  to  better  his  position  in  life,  he  then  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  institution 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1905.  During 
his  collegiate  course,  he  served  as  an  interne  and  clinician  at  the  Buffalo 
State  Hospital  for  four  years,  and  after  receiving  his  diploma  he  was  for 
two  years  an  interne  at  the  Willard  State  Hospital.  In  1906  he  took  up 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo,  and  has  continued  until  the 
present,  with  offices  at  410  Ellicott  street  and  residence  at  656  Parkside 
avenue. 

In  Masonry,  Dr.  Burlingham  was  raised  in  DeMolay  Lodge  and  became 
a  charter  member  of  Lakeland  Lodge.  He  now  belongs  also  to  the  Buffalo 
Consistory  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  being  physician  to  the  lodge,  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Foresters  and  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  the  World. 
He  belongs  to  the  South  Shore  Club,  and  at  the  university  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Alpha  Omega  Delta  fraternity.  His  professional  affiliations 
include  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  New  York  State  Medical 
Association  and  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine.  His  religious  connec¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Methodist  Church. 

On  June  23,  1908,  Dr.  Burlingham  was  married  to  Cornelia  Marie 
Metz,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Valentine  and  Mary  Metz.  Mrs.  Burling¬ 
ham  died  in  1928,  leaving  a  son,  William  B.,  Jr.,  born  in  Buffalo,  October 
2,  1915.  He  attended  the  Nichols  School  for  three  years  and  is  now 
(1930)  a  student  in  the  Bennett  high  school  of  Buffalo. 

On  January  29,  1930,  Dr.  Burlingham  was  married  to  Martha  Boyd 
of  Toronto,  Ohio,  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
where  Mrs.  Burlingham  was  a  teacher  of  science  in  the  public  schools. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Lydia  (Kehr)  Boyd,  the  father  a 
well  known  business  man  of  Toronto,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Burlingham  has  one 
child  by  a  former  marriage,  Jeanne  Boyd  Burlingham,  now  attending 
school  in  Buffalo.  The  family  home  is  at  656  Parkside  avenue,  and  an 
interesting  fact  in  the  home  life  is  that  their  housekeeper  has  been  con¬ 
tinuously  in  the  service  of  the  family  for  sixty-eight  years. 
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During  the  World  war,  Dr.  Burlingham  was  active  on  various  local 
committees,  including  the  Liberty  Loan,  and  helped  the  government  raise 
funds  during  the  war  on  several  occasions. 


GEORGE  J.  HAGER 

George  J.  Hager,  president  of  E.  M.  Hager  &  Sons  Company,  is  one  of 
Buffalo’s  well  known  business  men.  His  entire  business  career  has  been 
passed  in  connection  with  the  industrial  enterprise  that  he  now  heads 
and  which  was  established  by  his  father  in  1868.  George  J.  Hager  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  November  3,  1868,  a  son  of  Edward  M.  and  Ottilia 
(Dorscheid)  Hager.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  from  Bavaria,  while 
his  maternal  grandfather  was  from  Alsace-Lorraine.  Edward  M.  Hager, 
a  native  of  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
years  with  his  brother,  Charles  F.,  and  when  they  reached  Buffalo  was 
taken  in  charge  by  an  older  brother,  August  C.,  who  had  been  in  this  city 
for  some  time  and  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Gibbons  &  Hager.  Edward  M.  Hager  worked  in  this  grocery 
store  a  short  time  and  later  went  to  Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He  enlisted,  in  New  York  city,  in  the  Sixty- 
eighth  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war 
and  served  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  Returning  to  Buffalo  when 
the  war  ended,  he  worked  for  Joseph  Metz  during  1867  and  in  the  suc¬ 
ceeding  year  devoted  his  attention  to  the  flour  and  feed  business.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  was  for  three  years  in  partnership  with  Joseph  Klaus,  with 
whom  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work,  contracting  and  building  under  the 
firm  name  of  Hager  &  Klaus.  Eventually  Edward  M.  Hager  organized 
the  firm  of  Clark,  Hager  &  Feist,  which  erected  a  modern  mill  and  started 
operations  February  1,  1884.  On  January  1,  1887,  Mr.  Clark  retired  from 
the  firm,  which  continued  as  Hager  &  Feist  until  April  1,  1894,  when  Mr. 
Feist  also  retired.  The  business  then  became  E.  M.  Hager  &  Sons  and 
in  January,  1902,  was  incorporated  with  Edward  M.  Hager  as  president; 
August  C.  Hager,  vice  president;  and  George  J.  Hager,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Edward  M.  Hager  died  June  14,  1919,  and  was  succeeded  by 
his  son,  August  C.  Hager,  and  following  the  latter’s  death,  George  J. 
Hager  became  the  president  of  the  organization ;  Walter  Hoffmeyer,  vice 
president ;  and  George  Trier,  secretary  and  treasurer,  which  is  the  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  official  staff  at  present.  The  mill,  yard  and  modern  plant 
of  the  company  fronts  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  feet  on  Elm  street, 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  on  Clinton  street,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety 
on  Williams  street.  They  also  have  a  yard  at  185-187  Clinton  street.  The 
firm  specializes  in  high  class  interior  wood  trim  and  finish,  exclusive  mill 
work  and  contracting,  especially  in  choice  imported  woods  and  hand  carv¬ 
ing.  The  interior  wood  trim  of  many  of  the  finest  homes  in  Buffalo  and 
western  New  York,  numerous  churches,  clubs,  banks,  country  clubs  and 
hotels  in  various  parts  of  the  country  was  made  by  this  firm.  They  did 
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the  woodwork  for  the  Canadian  National  Railroad  in  the  Buffalo  office 
in  the  Liberty  Bank  building,  in  their  Detroit  office  in  the  Statler  Hotel; 
in  their  Chicago  office  at  the  corner  of  Michigan  and  Madison,  and  in  the 
Boston  office  in  the  Masonic  Temple  building.  The  wall  and  door  paneling 
in  the  mayor’s  office  in  Buffalo’s  new  city  hall  is  a  Hager  product,  and  is 
the  only  work  in  wood  being  done  in  that  seven-million-dollar  structure. 
E.  M.  Hager  &  Sons  Company  have  been  for  years  accorded  a  position 
of  leadership  in  their  line  of  business  and  have  built  up  a  reputation  for 
commercial  integrity  not  surpassed  by  any  industrial  corporation  in 
Buffalo. 

Ottilia  (Dorscheid)  Hager,  the  mother  of  George  J.  Hager,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  approximate  site  of  the  present  Larkin  store 
on  Seneca  street.  When  she  was  about  three  years  old,  her  parents  moved 
to  Sheldon,  New  York,  where  her  father  engaged  in  farming.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came  to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel  which 
was  seventy-two  days  on  the  voyage.  He  first  worked  in  a  tannery  in 
Buffalo,  but  later  purchased  a  farm  which  he  cultivated  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  Ottilia  Dorscheid  married  Edward  M.  Hager,  April 
17,  1866,  and  in  1883  the  family  moved  to  623  Oak  street,  Buffalo,  which 
has  since  been  the  homestead.  Five  children  were  born  to  Edward  M.  and 
Ottilia  Hager. 

August  C.  Hager,  who  w.as  born  January  14,  1867,  and  died  November 
16,  1920,  is  mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

George  J.  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

Third  was  Ottilia,  wife  of  Joseph  Kam,  of  Buffalo,  who  was  formerly 
with  his  father’s  firm,  the  John  Kam  Malting  Company.  Six  children 
were  born  to  this  union,  as  follows:  Elma,  wife  of  Joseph  Fink  of  Buffalo 
and  mother  of  Joseph  and  Theodora;  Dorothy,  wife  of  Gerard  J.  Werder 
and  mother  of  Gerard,  Regina,  Richard  and  Paul ;  Roselyn,  wife  of  J. 
Edmund  Kelly  of  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  and  mother  of  J.  Edmund,  Jr., 
Morris,  Roselyn,  Thomas  and  Katheryn;  Maria,  wife  of  John  L.  Steffan, 
of  Buffalo,  and  mother  of  John  and  David;  Joseph  J.,  who  married  Char¬ 
lotte  Aldinger  of  Buffalo,  who  died  April  17,  1930,  and  is  the  father  of 
Charles  J.,  Joseph  J.  and  George;  and  Louise,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Caroline,  the  fourth  child  of  Edward  M.  and  Ottilia  Hager,  was  born 
March  6,  1873,  married  Thomas  Dunphy,  and  died  April  22,  1901.  They 
were  the  parents  of  one  daughter,  Eleanor,  born  August  26,  1897,  who 
married  Dr.  Arthur  Huebschwerlen,  of  Buffalo,  and  is  the  mother  of 
Edward  M.,  Marie  Eleanor  and  Patricia  Helen. 

Edward  J.,  born  June  13,  1877,  married  Mary  Howley,  of  New  York 
city.  He  died  April  4,  1924,  and  his  wife  passed  away  December  14,  1924. 
He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  war  and  the  World  war. 

George  J.  Hager,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  educated 
in  St.  Ann’s  parochial  school  of  Buffalo  and  in  Canisius  College  and  also 
pursued  a  business  course.  He  then  became  associated  in  business  with 
his  father  and  from  time  to  time  assumed  positions  of  increased  re¬ 
sponsibility  until  he  became  the  executive  head  of  the  company.  In  the 
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period  of  nearly  forty-five  years  during  which  he  has  been  connected  with 
the  enterprise,  Mr.  Hager  has  contributed  his  best  energies  toward  its 
success.  Among  his  other  business  interests  he  has  been  for  six  years  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Erie  Savings  &  Loan  Association. 
His  name  is  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  was 
formerly  a  director,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club, 
the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo 
Orpheus  Society,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member,  and  the  Buffalo  Automo¬ 
bile  Club.  Mr.  Hager  is  now  constructing  a  modern  type  English  style 
cottage  in  the  rear  of  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club.  He  is  a  worthy  representa¬ 
tive  of  a  highly  respected  family  and  enjoys  a  most  excellent  reputation 
as  a  business  man  and  citizen  by  virtue  of  his  progressive  business 
methods  and  his  interested  participation  in  affairs  of  local  import. 


JAMES  M.  HAWKINS 

During  practically  all  of  his  commercial  career,  James  M.  Hawkins 
has  been  identified  with  building  operations  and  owes  his  success  to  broad 
experience,  supplemented  by  business  enterprise  and  ability.  His  acti¬ 
vities  are  centered  in  Buffalo,  his  native  city,  which  has  directly  bene¬ 
fited  by  his  constructive  labors.  Born  April  23,  1891,  he  is  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (McEvoy)  Hawkins,  natives  of  Glasgow,  Scotland. 
The  genealogy  of  the  Hawkins  family  in  that  country  has  been  traced  to 
1432  and  for  centuries  representatives  of  the  name  figured  prominently 
in  events  that  influenced  its  political  history,  continuing  active  in  public 
affairs  of  Scotland  until  about  fifty  years  ago.  They  have  ever  been 
noted  for  their  courage,  patriotism  and  loyalty  and  six  cousins  of  James 
M.  Hawkins  served  with  the  Scotch  Highlanders  during  the  World  war. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1881,  his  father  settled  in  Buffalo  and  soon  found 
work  as  a  stone  carver,  a  trade  which  he  had  learned  in  Scotland.  Be¬ 
cause  of  his  skill  he  was  chosen  to  do  the  hand  carving  on  the  old  post  office 
building  on  Seneca  street,  but  before  undertaking  the  task  had  secured 
the  contract  for  the  carving  on  the  suspension  bridge  at  Niagara  Falls. 
While  working  on  the  post  office  building  he  lost  his  eyesight  but  pros¬ 
pered  despite  that  misfortune,  opening  a  broom  factory  at  Genesee  and 
Walnut  streets,  and  conducted  the  business  until  his  death  on  the  28th 
of  January,  1924.  In  Holyoke,  Massachusetts,  he  had  married  Elizabeth 
McEvoy,  who  came  to  this  country  with  her  parents.  She  lived  for  a  time 
in  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo.  Five  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Hawkins.  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Schmidt,  a  Buffalo  contractor,  and  has  a  daughter, 
Helen.  Charles  D.,  who  is  with  the  Jeffrey-Fell  Company  of  Buffalo, 
married  Mary  Brinkworth  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
of  whom  Elizabeth  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  while  the  others 
are  Helen  and  Charles.  Agnes  is  the  wife  of  Allan  Macintosh,  formerly 
a  resident  of  Buffalo,  but  now  engaged  in  the  contracting  business  at 
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White  Plains,  New  York,  and  their  children  are  Burr  Macintosh  and 
Helen.  Joseph,  who  is  connected  with  the  engineering  department  of  the 
General  Electric  plant  in  Buffalo,  married  Ruth  Thompson,  of  this  city, 
and  has  three  children. 

James  M.  Hawkins,  who  completes  the  family,  supplemented  his  public 
school  education  by  a  course  in  Holy  Angels’  College  of  Buffalo  and  was 
graduated  in  1909.  His  initial  step  in  the  business  world  was  made  in 
the  employ  of  the  Irish-American  Savings  &  Loan  Association,  with  which 
he  spent  two  years,  and  was  next  with  the  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company 
of  New  York  city  for  about  a  year.  He  was  then  made  assistant  sales 
manager  of  the  Buffalo  Builders’  Supply  Company  and  filled  the  position 
until  1916,  when  he  became  state  representative  for  the  Phoenix  Portland 
Cement  Company,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo.  In  that  capacity  he  con¬ 
tinued  until  his  enlistment  in  the  United  States  Army.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  tank  corps,  and  after  three  months  of  intensive  training  at  Gettys¬ 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  went  overseas  and  was  sent  to  the  western  front,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  and  other  notable  engagements.  While 
in  action  the  breech  of  his  gun  exploded,  injuring  and  causing  almost  total 
deafness  in  his  right  ear.  He  was  stationed  in  France  for  fourteen 
months,  sailing  for  the  United  States  on  the  20th  of  April,  1919,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Camp  Meade,  Maryland. 

Mr.  Hawkins  then  resumed  work  with  the  Phoenix  Portland  Cement 
Company,  continuing  with  the  corporation  until  March  1,  1920,  when  he 
established  a  business  of  his  own.  He  took  over  two  lines,  the  M.  B. 
Suydan  paints  and  varnish  and  the  Master  Builders’  line  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  acting  as  distributor  for  western  New  York,  and  he  now  handles 
many  lines,  representing  the  largest  firms  in  the  building  specialties  field. 
His  was  the  first  building  specialties  business  in  Buffalo  and  since  the  fall 
of  1921  he  has  been  located  at  883  Ellicott  square.  In  that  year  Paul  M. 
Howlett  began  working  for  this  concern,  in  which  he  became  a  partner  in 
1923,  and  following  the  incorporation  of  the  business  was  elected  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  He  is  still  filling  these  offices.  Mr.  Hawkins  is  serv¬ 
ing  as  president  and  under  his  progressive  leadership  the  business  has 
grown  to  large  proportions  and  his  executive  capacity  and  sound  judg¬ 
ment  have  also  been  potent  elements  in  the  success  of  the  Lasser-Preyer 
Company,  of  which  he  is  the  vice  president.  They  were  the  pioneers  in 
apartment  house  construction  here  and  erected  the  following  buildings : 
the  Ellicott,  the  Mayflower  and  the  apartment  houses  at  916  Delaware 
avenue,  and  1290  Delaware  avenue  The  Lasser-Preyer  Company  con¬ 
structed  and  owns  all  of  these  buildings,  which  are  modern,  substantial 
and  attractive,  a  credit  to  the  city  in  which  they  are  located. 

Mr.  Hawkins’  first  wife,  who  was  Miss  Florence  Statler,  of  Buffalo, 
died  July  26,  1922,  leaving  a  son,  James  M.,  Jr.,  born  on  that  date.  Subse¬ 
quently  Mr.  Hawkins  was  married  in  Chicago  to  Miss  Hortense  M.  Boland 
and  they  have  three  children :  Robert  Joseph,  who  was  born  March  27, 
1925;  Donald  Thomas,  born  November  22,  1926;  and  Mary  Lou,  born 
December  20,  1928. 
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The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  135  Crosby  avenue,  Kenmore,  and 
they  have  a  summer  residence  at  Angola-on-the-Lake,  New  York.  They 
attend  SS.  Peter  and  Paul’s  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  Hawkins  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Builders  Exchange  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  the  Erie  Lane  Country  Club,  the  Meadowbrook  Golf  &  Country 
Club,  the  Gyro  Club,  Troop  I,  No.  665,  Post  of  the  American  Legion  and 
the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  stands  for  all  that  counts  as  an  asset  in 
public  progress  and  community  welfare  and  has  shaped  his  course  by  the 
high  principles  which  have  ever  governed  the  members  of  his  family. 


JOHN  BOLAND 

The  death  of  John  Boland,  on  April  24,  1924,  removed  from  the  city 
of  Buffalo  one  of  its  most  respected  residents,  a  man  who  had  achieved 
success  in  his  business  career  by  straightforward  methods  and  had  been 
a  public-spirited  member  of  the  community  for  many  years.  He  was 
associated  with  the  H.  0.  Company  of  Buffalo,  now  known  as  the  Hecker 
Jones  Cereal  Company,  for  over  twenty-five  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  was  treasurer  and  chief  auditor.  He  was  a  native  son  of  Buffalo, 
born  November  8,  1856,  and  a  son  of  Capt.  Anthony  and  Margaret  (Curry) 
Boland,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ireland.  The  father  was  a  boat  cap¬ 
tain  on  the  Great  Lakes  for  a  long  period. 

John  Boland  graduated  from  St.  Joseph’s  College  in  Buffalo,  and  then 
accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  for  John  Devlin,  local  meat  dealer. 
After  a  few  years  in  this  work,  he  decided  to  enter  business  for  himself, 
and  so  continued  for  a  few  years,  then  became  connected  with  the  Western 
Beef  Company.  He  was  next  employed  by  the  Erie  Railroad  Company 
as  chief  clerk,  following  which  he  started  with  the  H.  0.  Company  as  a 
bookkeeper,  but  was  rapidly  advanced  and  finally  became  treasurer  and 
chief  auditor. 

Mr.  Boland  was  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Bishop’s  Council.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  old 
Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  and  was  active  in  the  Buffalo  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and  the  democratic  party. 

In  1879  Mr.  Boland  was  married  to  Katharine  Ellen  Ryan,  who  was 
born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Fogarty)  Ryan,  of 
Buffalo,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  Her  father  was  engaged  in  the 
shipbuilding  business  here.  Mrs.  Boland  was  educated  in  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy  Convent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boland  became  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren  :  Thomas  J.  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ;  Lillian  M.  Boland  was 
educated  in  the  old  Central  high  school,  and  the  City  Training  School. 
She  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  public  school  No.  1  of  Buffalo,  and  a  member 
of  the  Women  Teachers  Benefit  Association  and  the  New  York  State 
Teachers  Association,  and  for  ten  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  choir 
of  the  New  Cathedral  Church.  She  was  a  pupil  of  the  well  known  vocalist, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Cronin,  and  was  a  member  of  the  old  Bach  Choir  of 
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Buffalo,  now  out  of  existence.  John  A.  Boland,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo, 
completed  his  education  in  St.  Joseph’s  College,  and  is  now  connected  with 
the  city  fire  department.  Alice  M.  Boland  died  October  11,  1928.  Edmund 
C.  Boland  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  St.  Joseph’s  College, 
and  is  now  manager  of  an  Atlantic  &  Pacific  store  in  Buffalo.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Ellen  Lombard  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children :  Marie  Antoinette,  Katharine,  Margaret,  Louise,  Elizabeth,  Alice 
Patricia,  William  Ellis  and  Daniel.  William  Gleason  Boland  is  deceased. 
Daniel  Curry  Boland  attended  St.  Joseph’s  College,  and  is  now  in  the 
grocery  and  meat  business  in  Buffalo.  Helen  M.  Boland  is  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Shickluna  of  Buffalo.  Margaret  M.  Boland  is  the  wife  of  Francis 
X.  Sheehan  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  John  Boland,  her  daughter 
Lillian  M.  and  sons  John  A.  and  Daniel  C.  reside  at  839  Auburn  avenue. 


HYATT  H.  LYON 

A  thoroughly  systematized,  steadily  growing  business  testifies  to  the 
initiative  and  administrative  powers  of  Hyatt  H.  Lyon,  of  the  firm  of 
Lyon,  Pruyn  &  Co.,  prominent  investment  bankers,  with  offices  in  the 
Liberty  Bank  building,  Buffalo,  New  York  city  and  Albany.  He  was 
born  in  Atlanta,  Steuben  county,  New  York,  August  23,  1893,  a  son  of 
C.  Gilbert  and  Minnie  (Hatch)  Lyon,  the  latter  a  native  of  the  same  town, 
where  her  father,  Hiram  W.  Hatch,  was  long  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
produce  business.  The  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Lyon  fought  under 
General  Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  her  grandfather  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  an  uncle  was  a  Union  soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 
Her  mother,  Mrs.  Celestia  Hatch,  passed  away  on  Christmas  day  of  1929, 
at  an  advanced  age.  James  S.  Lyon,  the  father  of  C.  Gilbert  Lyon,  was  a 
native  of  Montreal,  his  parents  having  come  to  that  place  from  Scotland. 
He  established  his  home  in  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business.  As  a  pioneer  in  that  field  he  contributed  in  substantial  measure 
to  the  upbuilding  and  improvement  of  the  city  and  erected  on  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue  two  houses,  one  at  the  corner  of  Virginia  street  which 
he  occupied,  while  the  other  adjoining  was  for  a  time  the  home  of  the 
noted  author  and  humorist,  Samuel  L.  Clemens,  better  known  as  “Mark 
Twain.”  The  wife  of  James  S.  Lyon  was  a  niece  of  Silas  Hubbard,  the 
father  of  the  late  Elbert  Hubbard,  philosopher  and  writer.  One  son 
and  two  daughters  of  James  S.  Lyon  are  residents  of  Buffalo:  Henry  L. ; 
Emma,  the  widow  of  Edward  L.  Kimberly;  and  Miss  Carry  Lyon. 

C.  Gilbert  Lyon,  who  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  became  one  of  its  suc¬ 
cessful  lumbermen  and  was  also  well  known  as  a  wholesale  produce  mer¬ 
chant.  He  passed  away  in  this  city  in  1924  and  his  widow  now  resides  at 
Saranac  Lake,  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyon  were  the  parents  of  five 
children.  Stuart  G.,  who  is  associated  with  his  brother,  Hyatt  H.,  in  the 
firm  of  Lyon,  Pruyn  &  Co.,  and  has  charge  of  the  office  in  New  York  city, 
is  well  known  in  Buffalo  and  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club.  Harold  M., 
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a  Princeton  graduate,  who  served  in  the  United  States  Navy  during  the 
World  war,  is  assisting  his  brother  in  the  management  of  the  business  in 
Buffalo.  Hiram  W.  was  graduated  from  Williams  College  in  Massachusetts 
and  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  of  New  York  and  following  his  ordi¬ 
nation  as  a  Presbyterian  minister  was  called  to  Saranac  Lake,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  pastoral  work.  Florence  Dorothy,  a  graduate  of  Smith  Col¬ 
lege,  is  now  a  social  service  worker  in  New  York. 

Hyatt  H.  Lyon,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  supplemented  his  pub¬ 
lic  school  education  by  a  course  of  study  in  the  University  of  Michigan, 
afterward  joining  his  father,  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  business 
until  1924.  He  then  went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  became  connected 
with  Hemphill,  Noyes  &  Company,  investment  bankers,  and  a  year  later 
entered  the  field  independently,  locating  in  Buffalo.  The  firm  of  Lyon, 
Pruyn  &  Co.,  are  originators  and  distributors  of  high  grade  securities 
and  offer  to  their  patrons  expert  advice  in  the  selection  of  investments  best 
suited  to  their  needs.  Honorable,  straightforward  dealing  has  at  all  times 
characterized  the  activities  of  the  house,  which  regards  the  confidence  and 
loyalty  of  its  customers  as  one  of  its  most  valuable  assets,  and  its  business 
has  constantly  expanded.  During  the  war  period  Mr.  Lyon  was  identified 
with  the  canning  industry  as  a  government  contractor,  operating  in  part¬ 
nership  with  his  brother,  Stuart  G.,  who  was  not  active  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  business,  having  become  connected  with  the  aviation  branch 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  and  was  stationed  in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
while  Hyatt  H.  Lyon  remained  in  charge  of  their  business  in  New  York. 

In  August,  1914,  Mr.  Lyon  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  Cotton  of  At¬ 
lanta,  New  York,  and  their  children  are:  Charles  Stuart,  who  was  born 
November  24,  1916,  and  is  attending  the  Nichols  School  in  Buffalo;  and 
Laura  Louise,  who  was  born  September  24,  1921,  and  is  a  pupil  in  the 
Park  School.  Mrs.  Lyon  has  membership  in  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  and  is  active  in  its  work.  While  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  Mr.  Lyon  joined  the  Delta  Chi  fraternity  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Erie  Lane  Country  Club,  the 
Niagara  Falls  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  He  loyally 
cooperates  in  all  well  defined  movements  for  the  growth  and  betterment 
of  his  city  and  although  young  in  years  has  thoroughly  demonstrated  his 
ability  to  conduct  important  interests,  gaining  a  measure  of  success  which 
many  an  older  business  man  might  well  envy.  Mr.  Lyon’s  residence  is  at 
Pomeroy  Park,  Eggertsville. 


GEORGE  S.  HALLENBECK 

To  have  achieved  success  solely  through  one’s  own  efforts,  without 
financial  assistance  from  others,  is  a  most  satisfying  accomplishment. 
Among  the  representative  self-made  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier, 
whose  high  position  has  been  acquired  by  his  own  energy  and  ability,  is 
George  S.  Hallenbeck,  the  owner  of  two  testing  laboratories  in  the  city 
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of  Buffalo,  New  York,  one  at  2 14/2-23  Va  West  Seneca  street  and  the  other 
at  34  West  Seneca  street,  and  which  are  the  most  up-to-date  testing  lab¬ 
oratories  between  Albany,  New  York,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Mr.  Hallen- 
beck’s  reputation  is  that  of  a  most  skilled  and  intelligent  artisan,  and  his 
patronage  has  consequently  been  large  and  important.  He  has  done  the 
testing  for  steel,  iron,  cement  and  similar  materials  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  most  extensive  building  and  road  construction  contracts  in 
western  New  York.  In  local  affairs,  too,  he  has  always  taken  a  loyal  and 
interested  part,  and  he  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  and  personal  popu¬ 
larity. 

George  S.  Hallenbeck  was  born  at  Saugerties,  Ulster  county,  New 
York,  February  19,  1890,  a  son  of  Byron  and  Harriett  (Smith)  Hallen¬ 
beck.  The  father  was  born  at  Saugerties  also,  and  died  March  17,  1927. 
He  was  a  contractor  mason  and  builder,  and  as  a  diversion  was  a  chef ; 
being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  accomplished  in  the  state,  his  catering 
and  cooking  ability  having  been  sought  over  a  wide  territory.  For  many 
years  he  conducted  a  bathing  club  at  Saugerties.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
Were  prominent  workers  in  the  Congregational  Church  of  their  town.  She 
was  also  a  native  of  Saugerties,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families 
in  Ulster  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hallenbeck  were  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Clarence,  who  is  a  contractor  at  Saugerties,  married  Minnie  Grif¬ 
fiths  of  that  place  and  they  have  three  sons,  Keene,  Robert,  and  Griffith; 
Lyman,  who  was  born  at  Saugerties,  December  4,  1892,  is  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  a  Mason;  Walter,  born  at  Saugerties,  April  15,  1894,  and 
now  associated  with  the  laboratories  of  George  S.  Hallenbeck,  married 
Elsie  Lasher,  of  Saugerties,  on  August  1,  1916,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Vivian,  born  April  2,  1918,  and  Harriett,  born  July  4, 
1920. 

George  S.  Hallenbeck,  the  other  member  of  the  family,  attended  the 
grade  and  high  schools  of  Saugerties,  and  graduated  from  the  latter.  In 
1910  he  became  associated  with  the  General  Electric  Company  at  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York,  in  the  testing  department,  and  there  remained  for  five 
years,  acquiring  an  intimate  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  science  of 
testing  materials.  In  1915,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  has 
since  built  up  a  large  and  important  business  in  this  same  line,  with  mod¬ 
ern  and  complete  laboratories  at  211/2-231/2  and  34  West  Seneca  street, 
the  office  being  at  the  former  address.  He  has  thoroughly  modern  equip¬ 
ment,  including  electric  drying  ovens,  Muffel  furnaces,  and  core  drills. 
During  the  World  war  period,  he  had  supervision  of  the  manufacturing  of 
steel  for  munitions  by  the  local  mills,  which  was  supplied  to  the  French, 
Russian,  Italian  and  other  warring  powers. 

Mr.  Hallenbeck  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Builders’  Exchange,  and 
belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Engineering  Society  and  the  American  Society  for 
Testing  Materials.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Izaak  Walton  League,  the  Lions 
Club,  the  Executives  Club,  the  Erie  Lane  Country  Club,  the  Inter  Club 
Council,  of  which  he  was  president  for  eighteen  months,  and  the  Central 
Railway  Club.  In  Masonic  circles  he  is  connected  with  Parker  Ely  Lodge, 
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No.  1002,  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  Buffalo  Consistory  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  Mr.  Hallenbeck  is  an  enthusiastic  hunter  and  fisherman, 
and  is  a  member  of  several  outdoor  clubs  of  the  forests  of  northern 
Canada,  where  he  sojourns  each  year  during  the  hunting  season.  In  the 
winter  months,  he  engages  in  bowling  and  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most 
expert  in  this  sport  in  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Hallenbeck  was  married  to  Helen  Bradford  Crippen,  who  died  in 
1922,  leaving  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  is  now  a  stenographer  in  her 
father’s  office.  Mr.  Hallenbeck  was  married  on  December  23,  1925,  to 
Anna  Mae  Miller,  a  native  of  Schenectady,  New  York. 


HENRY  J.  TIEDT 

One  of  the  foremost  organizers  among  the  industrialists  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  is  Henry  J.  Tiedt,  founder  and  sole  owner  of  the  Empire  Machine 
&  Stamping  Company,  at  59  Terrace,  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  has 
also  been  instrumental  in  founding  a  number  of  other  corporations  in  this 
vicinity,  and  has  been  interested  in  still  others.  Displaying  marked  talent 
and  ability  in  the  conduct  of  manufacturing  enterprises,  his  advice  and 
counsel  have  been  widely  sought  along  these  lines. 

Mr.  Tiedt  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  1,  1865,  a  son  of  John  and 
Caroline  (Garwich)  Tiedt.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  March  16,  1818,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  December  22,  1895,  worked 
as  a  wheelwright  to  the  time  of  his  retirement  from  business.  He  gave 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  was  a  consistent  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  wife,  born  in  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
June  21,  1825,  passed  away  in  Buffalo  on  the  24th  of  May,  1890.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Schultz)  Garwich,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Henry  J.  Tiedt  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city, 
but  at  an  early  age  became  an  apprentice  in  the  machine  shop  of  the  Nia¬ 
gara  Machine  &  Stamping  Company,  learning  the  machinist’s  trade. 
Finally  he  became  a  contractor,  building  machinery  for  two  years  for  the 
Niagara  Machine  &  Stamping  Company.  In  association  with  Michael  J. 
Stark  and  others,  he  then  organized  the  Stark  Machine  &  Tool  Company, 
Incorporated,  of  which  he  was  a  director,  stockholder  and  foreman  for 
five  years.  When  the  business  was  taken  over  by  the  West  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Company,  Incorporated,  of  Buffalo,  Mr.  Tiedt  continued  in  the  same 
connection  for  about  three  years.  In  November,  1903,  with  Philip  Keipper 
and  John  Meachan,  he  organized  the  Empire  Machine  &  Stamping  Com¬ 
pany,  which  was  first  located  at  82  Genesee  street.  After  one  year  Mr. 
Meachan  withdrew  from  the  business  but  Mr.  Keipper  remained  until 
his  death  in  1910,  when  Mr.  Tiedt  purchased  his  interests  and  is  now  sole 
owner  of  the  business.  In  1903  the  plant  was  moved  to  its  present  location 
at  59  Terrace  street,  and  here  the  company  does  general  machinery  re¬ 
pairing  and  die  making  for  stamping  sheet  metal,  wire  and  paper,  etc.,  also 
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building  power  stamping  presses  and  special  machinery  for  working  sheet 
metal  and  wire.  Mr.  Tiedt  has  likewise  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
four  other  companies.  One  was  the  General  Tool  Company  of  Buffalo, 
which  he  and  J.  P.  Hopper  organized.  They  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  stamping  dies,  fine  tools,  jigs  and  fixtures  for  seven  years,  then  sold 
to  the  Ericsson  Manufacturing  Company  of  Buffalo  for  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  Another  company  with  which  he  had  to  do  was  the  Auto  Wheel 
Coaster  Company  of  North  Tonawanda,  of  which  he  was  vice  president 
and  a  stockholder  prior  to  November,  1929,  when  he  disposed  of  his  in¬ 
terest.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Writer  Press  Company  of  Buffalo, 
also  the  Gingrass  Specialty  Company  of  this  city.  He  is  now  a  director 
in  the  organization  of  March  Gold,  Limited,  of  Canada  and  March  Gold, 
Incorporated,  of  the  United  States,  which  have  to  do  with  gold  mines. 

Mr.  Tiedt  is  a  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Lutheran  Church,  the  Erie  County 
Conservation  Society,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Society 
of  Natural  Sciences.  He  is  extremely  fond  of  outdoor  sports  and  boating, 
and  owns  three  motor  boats. 

In  November,  1883,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Tiedt  was  married  to  Jeannette  E. 
Young,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Fanny  (Warner) 
Young.  Peter  Young  was  born  in  Buffalo,  was  a  wood  turner  and  cabinet¬ 
maker,  and  here  died.  His  wife  was  born  in  Switzerland,  on  the  French 
border  and  died  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Tiedt  received  her  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  this  city,  and  is  a  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tiedt  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Albert  C.,  who 
was  born  February  15,  1885,  and  died  February  1,  1891 ;  and  May  J.,  who 
was  born  October  7,  1888,  and  passed  away  February  6,  1919.  The  latter 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  Howard  J.  Young,  and  by  their  two  daughters, 
Virginia  D.  and  Alice  B.  Howard  J.  Young  is  associated  in  business  with 
Mr.  Tiedt.  Virginia  D.  Young,  who  has  lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tiedt 
since  her  birth,  is  a  graduate  of  Hurst’s  Private  School,  and  is  now 
secretary  to  Mr.  Tiedt.  The  family  residence  in  Buffalo  is  situated  at 
558  Parkside  avenue. 


ARTHUR  KILLIAN 

One  of  the  foremost  lawyers  of  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls,  is  Arthur 
Killian,  who  is  engaged  in  practice  in  partnership  with  Robert  J.  Moore 
and  R.  A.  Knowles  with  offices  at  409  Gluck  building.  Mr.  Killian  has 
not  only  won  a  prominent  position  as  a  counsellor,  but  as  a  citizen  has 
acquired  a  reputation  of  exceeding  merit,  having  taken  an  active  interest 
in  all  local  affairs  of  importance.  He  has  served  as  republican  committee¬ 
man  from  the  fourth  ward  during  a  four  year  period,  and  for  six  years 
was  a  member  of  the  library  board  of  Niagara  Falls,  which  incumbencies 
are  indicative  of  his  interest  in  such  matters  in  his  home  community. 

Arthur  Killian  was  born  in  1876  at  Belfast,  Allegany  county,  New 
York,  a  son  of  John  and  Winifred  (Gill)  Killian.  The  father  was  born 
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in  Ireland,  but  lived  in  the  United  States  from  the  time  of  his  boyhood 
until  his  death  in  Allegany  county,  where  he  passed  most  of  his  life.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  successful. 

Arthur  Killian  attended  the  district  schools  during  his  youth,  and  later 
engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Allegany  and  Chautauqua  counties.  His 
objective  was  the  study  of  law  and  he  made  every  effort  to  acquire  the 
professional  education  necessary  for  this  career.  He  took  the  law  course 
in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state  in  January,  1904.  In  that  month,  he  established  himself  in  practice 
at  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  found  immediate  success.  For  a  period  of 
five  years,  he  was  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Cohn  &  Chormann.  In 
1908  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Robert  J.  Moore,  and  later  they  were 
joined  by  R.  A.  Knowles,  the  firm  now  being  styled  Moore,  Killian  & 
Knowles.  In  addition  to  his  private  practice  which  is  large  and  of  impor¬ 
tant  character,  he  is  special  attorney  for  the  commissioner  of  the  State 
Reservation  at  Niagara  and  also  for  the  Erie  County  Park  Commissioner, 
as  agent  for  the  state.  He  was  formerly  a  director  and  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Community  Chest  and  is  vice  president 
of  the  East  Side  Bank.  He  is  likewise  a  director  of  the  Niagara  Falls 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  Mr.  Killian  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Niagara  County  Bar  Association,  and,  socially,  of  the  Niagara  Club. 

In  the  year  1911,  Mr.  Killian  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
M.  Sullivan,  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  Arthur,  Jr.,  Jane  and  Marjorie. 


DEAN  HYLAND 

Dean  Hyland,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  was  born  in 
Detroit,  Michigan,  April  5,  1897,  and  is  the  only  child  of  Thomas  A.  and 
Margaret  (Dean)  Hyland,  natives  respectively  of  Kingston,  Ontario, 
Canada,  and  Eccles,  England.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  one  of  the 
early  judges  of  the  Dominion  and  a  man  of  keen  intellect  and  high  stand¬ 
ing.  In  his  family  there  were  five  children:  Thomas  A.;  Miss  Mary  F. 
Hyland,  who  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in  Buffalo,  passing  away 
in  this  city  at  the  age  of  sixty  years;  Clara,  who  is  Mrs.  James  Stewart, 
of  Canandaigua,  New  York,  Miss  Hannah  Hyland  and  Mrs.  Ellicott  of 
Detroit.  Thomas  A.  Hyland,  the  only  son  in  the  family,  was  long  num¬ 
bered  among  the  leading  architects  of  Detroit  and  still  lives  in  that  city 
but  has  retired  from  the  profession.  For  a  considerable  period  he  was  a 
writer  for  the  Detroit  Evening  News,  contributing  to  the  paper  many 
interesting  articles  on  the  early  history  of  the  city, — a  subject  on  which 
he  is  a  recognized  authority. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Hutchinson  high  school  of  Buffalo  in 
1916,  Dean  Hyland  enrolled  as  a  student  in  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1920,  and 
in  1921  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Before  entering  upon  his  legal  career 
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he  devoted  three  years  to  educational  work  as  a  high  school  teacher  in 
Buffalo  and  since  1923  has  engaged  in  general  practice.  His  offices  are 
located  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the  Erie  County  Bank  building  and  the  court 
records  bear  proof  of  his  power  as  an  attorney  and  counselor,  showing 
that  he  has  successfully  handled  many  important  law  suits. 

Mr.  Hyland  was  married  October  9,  1926,  in  this  city  to  Miss  Leona 
Rzoska,  now  a  law  student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Frank  Rzoska,  employed  as  a  foreman  by  the  American  Radiator  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo,  and  Josephine  Rzoska.  Mr.  Hyland  belongs  to  the  Frater¬ 
nal  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Lions  Club,  the  Erie  Downs  Country  Club  and 
the  American  Bar  Association.  During  school  days  and  since,  Mr.  Hyland 
has  had  an  active  part  in  amateur  athletics  in  Buffalo,  being  especially 
prominent  in  basketball  and  tennis.  In  addition,  he  has  directed  numer¬ 
ous  musical  and  dramatic  productions. 


FRANK  EDWARD  CABLE 

Frank  Edward  Cable,  secretary-treasurer  of  Ryan  &  Cable,  Inc.,  gen¬ 
eral  insurance  and  bonding,  and  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  his  line  in 
Buffalo,  has  had  important  identification  with  business  and  financial  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  city  for  many  years.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  2,  1888, 
a  son  of  William  F.  and  Ida  A.  (Oppenheimer)  Cable.  William  F.  Cable, 
who  is  now  retired  from  business,  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the 
Buffalo  police  department,  later  becoming  an  expert  claim  adjuster  in  the 
insurance  field.  His  father,  Stephen  Cable,  came  to  America  from  Alsace- 
Lorraine  when  a  boy  and  settled  at  Eggertsville,  New  York,  where  he  be¬ 
came  a  farmer.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Frank  E.  Cable  was  Jacob 
Oppenheimer,  a  native  of  Holland,  who  came  to  Buffalo  in  his  early  youth 
and  later  was  successfully  engaged  as  a  wholesale  dealer  in  dressed  beef 
and  as  a  cattle  broker.  His  business  was  established  in  the  late  ’70s,  in 
the  rear  of  his  residence  at  138  Butler  street,  now  Lexington  avenue, 
between  Delaware  and  Elmwood  avenues.  Mrs.  William  F.  Cable  died  in 
1927.  She  was  a  communicant  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  was  particularly  active  in  the  charitable  work  of  this  parish. 

Frank  E.  Cable  attended  the  public  schools  and  Canisius  College,  but 
left  the  latter  institution  before  graduation  to  enter  the  insurance  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  he  has  achieved  noteworthy  success.  In  1908  he  became 
an  employe  of  James  Ryan’s  Sons  Company  and  in  1911,  in  association 
with  Hon.  William  H.  Ryan,  ex-congressman  and  now  chairman  of  the 
Allegheny  Park  commission,  they  purchased  the  business,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  under  the  same  name.  In  1914  it  was  incorporated  under  the  pres¬ 
ent  name,  with  Mr.  Ryan  as  president  and  Mr.  Cable  as  secretary-treas¬ 
urer.  The  firm’s  offices  are  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Ellicott  Square 
building.  Their  business  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  largest  in  insurance 
and  surety  bonds,  and  their  clientele  includes  many  of  the  largest  indus¬ 
trial  corporations  in  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Cable  has  largely  devoted  his  efforts  to  insurance,  surety  bonds 
banking  and  kindred  activities,  and  is  recognized  as  a  leading  authoiity 
on  insurance  underwriting.  Besides  his  extensive  insurance  interests, 
however,  he  is  a  factor  in  financial  and  manufacturing  circles.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lafayette  National  Bank,  being  a  director 
and  a  member  of  its  advisory  board  until  it  was  merged  with  the  Marine 
Trust  Company.  He  also  helped  to  organize  the  Hall  Baking  Company 
which  later  was  sold  to  the  Continental  Baking  Company,  He  is  vice 
president  of  The  O’Rourke  Baking  Company,  Inc.,  makers  of  “Kleen- 
Made”  bread,  having  the  largest  Buffalo  owned  wholesale  bakery,  and  is 
a  trustee  of  the  Jesse  Ketchum  Memorial  Fund. 

Mr.  Cable  is  a  republican  in  politics,  active  in  the  local  party  organi¬ 
zation.  His  church  is  the  Roman  Catholic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Park 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Ellicott  Club  Association,  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo  Casualty  Association,  the  Buffalo  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Fire  Underwriters,  the  New  York  State  Insurance  Federation, 
the  National  Insurance  Agents  Association,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  the  United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Cable  was  married  January  10,  1914,  to  Helen  L.  Hey,  of  Buffalo, 
daughter  of  Maximilian  and  Isabella  Hey,  both  of  whom  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cable  have  one  daughter,  Helen  Eleanor,  who  is 
attending  Park  School.  The  family  resides  at  219  Depew  avenue. 


■ 


CHARLES  F.  BOINE 

Charles  F.  Boine,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo, 
with  offices  in  the  Erie  County  Bank  building,  and  is  a  descendant  of  one 
of  the  pioneer  families  of  the  city,  has  attained  a  position  of  high  rank 
among  the  attorneys  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  has  been  postmaster  of 
Buffalo  and  since  1923  has  been  tax  attorney  for  Erie  county.  Mr.  Boine 
has  won  respect  for  his  ability  wherever  he  has  made  professional  contact, 
and  he  commands  the  admiration  not  only  of  his  many  clients,  but  of  his 
fellow  members  of  the  bar. 

Born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  December  15,  1875,  he  is  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Wolfe)  Boine.  The  father  was  an  Austrian,  who  came  to 
America  as  a  sailor  in  1861,  located  in  Buffalo,  and  became  a  sailor  on  the 
Great  Lakes.  He  was  on  a  slave  ship  prior  to  coming  to  this  country,  and 
on  one  of  his  voyages  went  to  Havana,  Cuba,  thence  up  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  eventually  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  also  established  a  busi¬ 
ness.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Wolfe,  who  came  to  America  in 
the  early  ’20s,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  what  is  now  Grant  and  Forrest 
avenues,  in  Buffalo.  He  was  associated  with  Mr.  Pooley,  who  gained  dis¬ 
tinction  as  the  maker  of  the  long  rope  walk,  a  startling  innovation  of  that 
early  period.  Mr.  Wolfe  was  a  noted  confidant  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Mr. 
Boine’s  maternal  grandparents  were  among  the  founders  of  the  German 
Methodist  Church,  one  of  the  pioneer  religious  organizations  of  Buffalo. 
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Charles  F.  Borne  is  the  fourth  of  the  children  born  to  his  parents,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  George  M. ;  Lottie,  who  married  Albert  Rup- 
trecht;  David  H. ;  Clara,  who  married  Dr.  Oscar  Hammersmith;  Nellie, 
who  married  George  Gorman ;  Hattie  Grace,  who  married  Earl  Ferguson ; 
and  Kate,  who  married  Williston  Jones. 

Charles  F.  Boine  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo, 
then  entered  the  law  office  of  Henry  Killeen,  and  later  was  associated  with 
Judge  Burd.  He  then  established  practice  on  his  own  account,  and  has  so 
continued.  He  has  been  Erie  county  tax  attorney  since  1923,  and  in  1919 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Buffalo,  in  which  position  he  served  for  one 
year.  He  likewise  served  as  vice  president  and  attorney  for  the  Riverside 
National  Bank.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County,  New  York  State,  and 
the  American  Bar  Associations.  Mr.  Boine  is  a  thirty-second  degree 
Mason,  holding  membership  in  various  branches  of  the  order,  including 
the  Buffalo  Consistory  and  the  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  belongs  to  the 
popular  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

Mr.  Boine  married  Rose  Delahunt,  who  was  born  at  Buffalo,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  and  Rose  Delahunt,  and  they  reside  at  2475  Niagara  street, 
Buffalo. 


JOHN  H.  CROSTA 

For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  John  H.  Crosta  has  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  in  Lackawanna,  furthering  its  development  through  his  activities 
as  a  general  contractor  and  achieving  the  success  which  is  the  legitimate 
reward  of  an  industrious,  well  spent  life.  Born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  February  8,  1873,  he  is  a  son  of  Amos  and  Annie  (Ploucher)  Crosta, 
who  were  also  natives  of  that  city.  The  father,  a  prominent  building 
contractor,  is  now  living  in  Beach  Haven,  New  Jersey,  but  the  mother 
passed  away  April  27,  1910. 

John  H.  Crosta  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  Quaker  city  but 
did  not  complete  his  course  by  graduation,  for  at  an  early  age  he  started 
to  work  for  his  father,  under  whom  he  served  his  apprenticeship  as  opera¬ 
tion  carpenter,  and  was  employed  in  that  capacity  until  he  was  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  general  construction 
work  and  had  charge  of  the  building  of  the  famous  board  walk  in  Atlantic 
City.  When  the  task  was  finished  he  returned  to  Beach  Haven,  where  he 
engaged  in  general  contracting  for  about  three  years.  In  1900  he  was 
sent  to  Lackawanna,  New  York,  by  the  American  Bridge  Company  to 
take  charge  of  their  work  at  this  point,  continuing  with  them  for  about 
two  years,  and  was  next  in  the  employ  of  the  Pittsburgh  Construction 
Company — an  association  that  was  maintained  for  four  years.  In  1906 
he  embarked  in  general  contracting  and  in  the  concrete  block  business  in 
Lackawanna  and  in  these  lines  he  has  since  continued,  establishing  a 
prosperous  enterprise,  which  has  constituted  a  vital  element  in  the  growth, 
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development  and  improvement  of  this  district.  Years  of  practical  experi¬ 
ence  have  made  him  familiar  with  all  phases  of  construction  work  and 
no  contract  is  too  large  or  too  difficult  for  him  to  handle  satisfactorily. 
His  efficiency  and  reliability  are  well  known  and  he  has  been  intrusted 
with  many  important  building  projects.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1930,  he 
took  over  the  local  agency  for  the  Ford  car  and  is  also  prospering  as  an 
automobile  dealer.  His  plans  are  carefully  formulated  and  have  their 
basis  in  sound  judgment  and  keen  powers  of  discernment. 

On  the  24th  of  July,  1902,  Mr.  Crosta  was  married  in  Lackawanna  to 
Miss  Clara  Messinger,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  M.  Messinger,  a  retired  farmer, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  from  Germany  and  remained  a  resident  of 
this  country  until  his  death  in  1911.  For  nine  years  he  had  survived  his 
wife,  Jeannette  (McFarland)  Messinger,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland 
and  passed  away  in  1902.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crosta  have  five  children :  Ade¬ 
laide,  a  young  woman  of  twenty-six,  who  became  a  clerk  in  the  city 
treasurer’s  office  but  resigned  the  position  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Patrick 
Kerrigan,  of  Lackawanna,  who  is  associated  with  the  Bethlehem  Steel 
Company ;  Ruth,  aged  twenty-one,  who  in  October,  1930,  became  the  wife 
of  Patrick  McGee,  an  accountant  for  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Company;  John 
A.,  a  youth  of  eighteen,  who  is  working  for  his  father;  Anna,  aged  fif¬ 
teen,  who  is  a  student  in  high  school ;  and  Charles,  a  lad  of  ten,  who  is 
attending  grammar  school.  The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  435  Colton 
street,  Lackawanna. 

Mr.  Crosta  belongs  to  the  Lake  Shore  Trap  and  Field  Club  and  his 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  At  the  time  of  the  World  war  he  furthered  the 
sale  of  Liberty  bonds  and  was  active  in  every  local  drive  during  that 
period.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  a  number  of  years  ago  was 
the  candidate  of  his  party  for  mayor  of  Lackawanna.  In  its  financial 
circles  he  is  well  known  as  a  director  and  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Lackawanna  Bank  and  his  name  is  considered  an  asset  to 
the  institution.  An  ardent  advocate  of  the  cause  of  education,  he  has 
served  on  the  school  board  for  fourteen  years,  and  he  was  a  leading  spirit 
in  the  movement  to  make  Lackawanna  a  city.  Year  by  year  he  has  broad¬ 
ened  his  field  of  usefulness  and  any  community  is  fortunate  in  having 
as  one  of  its  citizens  a  man  as  upright  and  as  earnest  in  his  endeavors 
to  promote  municipal  advancement  and  betterment  as  is  John  H.  Crosta. 


ADDISON  FOSTER  VARS 

One  of  the  well  known  of  the  younger  business  executives  of  Buffalo 
is  Addison  Foster  Vars,  who  is  president  of  the  advertising  firm  of  Addi¬ 
son  Vars,  Incorporated,  at  Delaware  and  Tupper  streets,  and  is  also  a 
director  and  associated  with  a  number  of  other  business  organizations  of 
importance.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States 
during  and  after  the  participation  of  this  country  in  the  World  war,  and 
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he  has  been  uncommonly  active  in  the  club  life  of  Buffalo,  of  Florida,  and 
of  New  York  city.  An  enthusiastic  citizen  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  he 
may  consistently  be  found  among  the  group  of  public-spirited  men  who 
are  behind  the  progressive  movements  of  this  community. 

Mr.  Vars  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  1898.  He  is  a  son  of  Harry  Thorpe  and  Gertrude  (Waltho)  Vars 
and  a  grandson  of  Andrew  Addison  and  Maria  Ann  (Butterfield)  Vars, 
both  of  whom  were  born  and  died  in  Canada,  where  the  father  was  an 
attorney.  Harry  Thorpe  Vars  was  born  March  29,  1864,  at  Colborne, 
Canada,  and  after  he  became  a  resident  of  Buffalo  he  met  accidental  death 
while  upon  a  world  tour,  this  occurring  February  26,  1926.  He  was  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  of  the  Foster  Milburn  Company  of  Buffalo;  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Foster  McClelland  Company  of  Buffalo;  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Sterling  Engine  Company.  He  was  a  republican,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  Gertrude  (Waltho)  Vars 
was  born  in  Dunnville,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

Addison  F.  Vars  attended  the  Elmwood  school  and  the  Nichols  School 
of  Buffalo,  Phillips  Andover  Academy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and 
the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale  University,  from  which  institution 
he  received  an  honorary  degree  during  the  World  war.  He  enlisted  April 
3,  1917,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  the  naval  reserve,  and  after  sea  duty 
as  petty  officer  he  was  commissioned  an  ensign,  June  15,  1918,  and 
assigned  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Leviathan,  on  transport  duty,  as  a  junior  deck 
officer.  In  January,  1919,  he  was  placed  on  inactive  duty,  and  two  years 
later  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank  of  ensign.  Mr.  Vars  then 
became  associated  with  the  E.  P.  Remington  Advertising  Agency  at 
Buffalo,  and  later  became  the  directing  head.  He  incorporated  the  com¬ 
pany  in  1925,  became  president,  and  in  1927  changed  the  name  to  Addison 
Vars,  Incorporated.  Offices  are  maintained  in  Buffalo,  in  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  in  New  York  city.  He  is  also  secretary  and  a  director  of  the 
Sterling  Engine  Company;  director  of  the  Foster  McClelland  Company 
of  Buffalo;  director  of  the  Trentils  Corporation  of  Utica,  New  York;  and 
a  director  of  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital  of  Buffalo. 

In  New  York  city,  June  15,  1918,  Mr.  Vars  was  married  to  Miss 
Cadis  Lindsley,  who  was  born  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Colonel  Henry  D.  and  Ruth  (Bower)  Lindsley,  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Vars 
received  her  education  in  private  schools  at  Dallas,  and  the  Miss  Hocka- 
day  School  of  the  same  city,  the  Dobbs  School  of  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York, 
and  the  Finch  School  of  New  York  city.  She  worships  at  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Garret  Club. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vars  have  three  children  all  born  in  Buffalo:  Addison  F., 
Jr.,  born  June  30,  1919;  Ruth  Lindsley,  born  September  7,  1920;  and 
Gertrude  Waltho,  born  August  15,  1926.  The  family  residence  is  at  1115 
Delaware  avenue,  in  Buffalo. 

The  religious  affiliation  of  Mr.  Vars  is  with  the  Westminster  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Buffalo,  and  his  political  support  is  accorded  the  republi- 
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can  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club;  the  Buffalo  Country  Club;  the 
Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash  Club;  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo;  the  Buffalo 
Canoe  Club;  the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club;  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club;  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Advertising  Club;  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences;  the 
Buffalo  City  Planning  Association;  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce; 
the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club;  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club;  the  New 
York  Club  of  New  York  city;  the  Yale  Alumnae  Association  of  Western 
New  York;  the  Yale  Club  of  New  York  city;  the  Indian  Creek  Golf  Club 
of  Miami,  Florida;  the  Bath  Club  of  Miami,  Florida;  the  Surf  Club 
of  Miami,  Florida;  Everglades  Club  of  Palm  Beach,  Florida;  the  Genesee 
Valley  Club  of  Rochester,  New  York;  Cult  of  the  White  Buffalo;  the  Clois¬ 
ter  Club  of  Yale;  and  the  Book  and  Snake  Society  of  Yale.  He  also  has 
membership  in  the  American  Legion;  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars;  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  the  Buffalo  Consistory;  and 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  Swimming  and  boating  are  his 
favorite  diversions. 


GEORGE  H.  NEUKIRCHEN 

Prominent  in  the  ranks  of  Buffalo  morticians  is  George  H.  Neukirchen, 
who  is  the  president  of  the  undertaking  firm  of  Holz-Neukirchen  Com¬ 
pany,  Incorporated,  situated  at  279  Broadway.  Mr.  Neukirchen  has  won 
the  profound  respect  and  confidence  of  thousands  of  families  who  have 
been  comforted  by  his  expert  and  understanding  services  in  the  time  of 
bereavement.  His  methods  are  modern  in  every  way,  and  his  efforts  are 
at  all  times  in  keeping  with  professional  progress.  He  is  the  type  of  citi¬ 
zen  to  whom  Buffalo  owes  her  development,  for  he  has  manifested  an 
interest  in  educational,  charitable  and  civic  affairs,  which  point  toward 
the  advancement  of  community  welfare. 

Mr.  Neukirchen  was  born  in  Buffalo,  April  1,  1881,  a  son  of  John  H. 
and  Mary  M.  (Bardol)  Neukirchen,  and  a  grandson  of  John  and  Mary 
(Zimmermann)  Neukirchen,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  where 
the  former  owned  and  operated  a  large  hotel.  John  H.  Neukirchen  was 
born  in  Germany,  April  28,  1834,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  December  8,  1910. 
For  practically  all  of  his  business  career,  he  worked  in  fire  insurance, 
although  he  did  some  roofing  in  later  years.  He  was  a  member  of  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  democrat.  Mary 
M.  (Bardol)  Neukirchen,  the  mother  of  George  H.,  was  born  in  Rochester, 
New  York,  in  November,  1840,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  September  29,  1920. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Glaser)  Bardol,  who  were 
born  in  Germany  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  the  father  was 
in  the  paint  and  oil  business. 

George  H.  Neukirchen  received  his  early  education  in  St.  Mary’s  paro¬ 
chial  school  in  Buffalo,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  became  an  office 
boy  for  the  Buffalo  Wheel  Company,  with  which  he  remained  for  two 
years.  He  was  then  a  dry  goods  clerk  for  the  William  Hengerer  Com- 
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pany  for  four  years,  and  on  September  15,  1902,  entered  the  undertaking 
business  as  an  employee  of  Andrew  Holz,  at  279  Broadway.  He  remained 
faithful  to  his  employer,  and  in  1920  he  and  Mr.  Holz  became  partners 
under  the  name  of  the  Andrew  Holz  Company,  which  existed  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Holz  on  December  12,  1922.  The  business  was  then  re¬ 
organized  as  the  Andrew  Holz  Company,  Incorporated,  and  Mr.  Neukir- 
chen  became  the  president.  On  January  1,  1928,  the  name  was  changed 
to  Holz-Neukirchen  Company,  Incorporated,  with  Mr.  Neukirchen  con¬ 
tinuing  as  president  and  general  manager. 

Mr.  Neukirchen  is  a  graduate  of  the  Philadelphia  Training  School  for 
Embalmers,  of  the  class  of  1905,  and  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Egyptian  Vault  Company,  which  is  now  in  the  process  of  liquidation.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Embalmers  Association,  and  is  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Erie  County  Funeral  Directors  Association,  also  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Embalmers  Association.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum  of  Buffalo;  is  president  of  the  Central 
Catholic  Club;  and  a  communicant  of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
He  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
the  Knights  of  Columbus;  the  Knights  of  St.  John  (Commandery  No.  14)  ; 
Cordova  Caravan,  No.  26,  Order  of  Alhambra;  and  the  Buffalo  Society 
of  Natural  Sciences. 

Mr.  Neukirchen  was  married  to  Frances  Wolf,  a  native  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  who  died  in  Buffalo,  November  15,  1914,  when  she  was  thirty- 
six  years  of  age.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Sanderl) 
Wolf,  both  of  whom  are  also  deceased.  By  this  marriage,  Mr.  Neukirchen 
was  the  father  of  two  children,  namely :  Gerarda  C.,  who  was  born  No¬ 
vember  29,  1909,  graduated  at  the  Sacred  Heart  Academy  of  Buffalo  in 
1928,  and  is  now  her  father’s  secretary  in  his  business;  and  Marion  T., 
born  August  3,  1912,  graduated  at  the  Nardin  Academy  of  Buffalo  with 
the  class  of  1930. 

Mr.  Neukirchen  was  married  November  6,  1917,  at  Buffalo,  to  Miss 
Amelia  Karis,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Cather¬ 
ine  (Martini)  Karis,  who  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Neukirchen  is  a  member 
of  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  the  parochial  school  of  which 
she  was  educated,  and  the  L.  C.  B.  A.,  the  auxiliary  of  the  Knights  of  St. 
John,  and  the  Y.  L.  R.  C.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neukirchen  are  the  parents  of  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth  M.,  born  September  11,  1918,  who  is  a  pupil  in  St. 
Mary’s  parochial  school. 


PRESTON  MORRIS  ALBRO 


Preston  Morris  Albro,  numbered  among  the  able,  experienced  and  suc¬ 
cessful  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Botsford,  Mitchell,  Albro  &  Webber,  with  offices  in  the  M  &  T  building. 
He  was  born  in  Fredonia,  New  York,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1886,  and  is 
a  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Clara  M.  (Morris)  Albro,  the  former  born  in 
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Coventry,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  latter  in  Mayville,  New  York.  The 
Albro  family  has  long  been  established  in  this  country,  the  American 
progenitor  having  settled  in  Rhode  Island  in  1638. 

Mr.  Albro,  the  only  child  born  to  his  parents,  was  given  the  advantage 
of  a  good  education,  completing  the  course  of  the  public  and  high  schools, 
after  which  he  entered  Princeton  University,  graduating  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  pursued  his  law  course  in  the  University  of 
Buffalo,  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law.  Soon 
afterward  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  then  entered  the  law  office  of 
Norton,  Penney  &  Sears,  with  whom  he  was  associated  until  the  founding 
of  the  firm  of  Mitchell  &  Albro.  This  firm  was  later  amplified  in  its 
personnel  by  the  entry  of  Messrs.  Botsford  and  Webber,  under  the  style 
of  Botsford,  Mitchell,  Albro  &  Webber.  It  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
strong  and  dependable  law  firms  of  this  city  and  enjoys  an  extensive  and 
high  class  clientele.  Mr.  Albro  is  persistent  and  determined  in  the  pros¬ 
ecution  of  all  causes  entrusted  to  him  and  is  resourceful  and  conscienti¬ 
ous  in  protecting  the  interests  of  his  clients. 

Mr.  Albro  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Katherine  Moran,  whose 
father,  Judge  Thomas  Moran,  was  an  able  and  well  known  jurist  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois.  As  a  practicing  lawyer  Judge  Moran  stood  in  the  fore¬ 
front  of  his  profession,  and  his  firm,  that  of  Moran,  Maier  &  Meyer,  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albro  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  John  Nelson,  Josephine,  Katherine  and  Alice. 

Mr.  Albro  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  having  enlisted  in  the  avia¬ 
tion  division  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  After  a  period  of  intensive  training,  he 
was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  and  was  sent  to  France,  where  he 
was  appointed  adjutant  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Aero  Squadron.  He  rendered 
loyal  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  the  American  Legion.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
American  Bar  Association,  New  York  Bar  Association,  Erie  County  Bar 
Association,  The  Saturn  Club,  the  Country  Club,  and  Buffalo  Historical 
Society.  Mr.  Albro’s  residence  is  at  57  Nottingham  terrace. 


JOHN  HOWARD  CLOGSTON 

For  more  than  thirty-three  years  John  H.  Clogston  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Buffalo  bar  and  his  professional  career  has  been  one  of  great 
credit  to  himself  and  of  utmost  satisfaction  to  a  high-class  clientele,  both 
individuals  and  corporate  groups.  His  legal  ability  was  further  recognized 
by  his  appointment  in  1916  as  deputy  attorney  general  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  thirteen  years,  or  until  Janu¬ 
ary,  1929. 

John  H.  Clogston  was  born  at  Fairlee,  Vermont,  July  28,  1870,  a 
son  of  John  G.  and  Corolynn  (Howard)  Clogston.  The  father  was  a 
native  Vermonter  and  descended  from  Revolutionary  ancestry.  He  was 
a  farmer  throughout  his  active  life.  The  mother  was  also  from  similar 
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ancestry,  her  grandfather  having  been  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  Army 
during  the  struggle  of  the  colonies  for  independence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
G.  Clogston  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  John  H., 
George  L.  and  Corrie. 

John  H.  Clogston  attended  the  public  schools  of  Fairlee,  then  pre¬ 
pared  for  college  at  Thetford  Academy,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1890. 
He  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  Dartmouth,  receiving  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  that  institution  with  the  class  of  1894.  The  same  year 
he  came  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  law  office  of  Norton  Brothers,  here 
beginning  his  law  studies.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1897  and  since 
that  time  has  been  engaged  in  general  practice  in  this  city.  On  October  1, 
1916,  he  was  appointed  deputy  attorney  general  of  New  York  state.  In 
the  attorney  general’s  department  Mr.  Clogston  was  connected  with  the 
bureau  of  claims,  his  duties  being  largely  in  the  trial  of  claims  brought 
against  the  state,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  Barge  canal.  He  also 
specialized  in  hydraulic  cases  originating  from  water  power  conditions 
and  overflow.  Mr.  Clogston  served  in  this  connection  until  January,  1929, 
since  which  date  he  has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  his  private  practice. 
He  is  regarded  as  an  able  lawyer  and  a  worthy  representative  of  his  pro¬ 
fession.  His  offices  are  at  206  Erie  County  Bank  building. 

Mr.  Clogston  is  well  known  in  fraternal  and  club  circles,  being  a 
member  of  Alden  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Attica  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Batavia 
Commandery,  K.  T. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He  has 
membership  in  the  Park  Club,  the  Dartmouth  Club  of  New  York  city, 
the  University  Club  and  the  Welland  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  and  of  the  American,  New  York  State 
and  Erie  County  Bar  Associations. 


JOHN  OLIVER  ARMSTRONG 

John  O.  Armstrong,  is  the  capable  manager  of  the  Genesee  Properties, 
Incorporated,  with  offices  in  the  Genesee  building  of  Buffalo.  His  experi¬ 
ence  in  business  of  this  character  has  extended  over  a  period  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  during  this  time  he  has  accomplished 
much  and  created  for  himself  a  most  reputable  position.  Born  at  Port 
Colborne,  Canada,  October  30,  1885,  he  is  a  son  of  Captain  John  O.  and 
Mary  Jane  (Ramey)  Armstrong.  The  Captain  was  also  born  at  Port 
Colborne,  and  died  May  12,  1920,  when  he  was  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
For  many  years  he  served  as  a  captain  of  lake  steamers.  His  wife,  a 
native  of  Canada,  died  June  27,  1925,  when  sixty-two  years  old. 

John  O.  Armstrong  attended  the  public  schools  of  Canada,  but  put  aside 
his  studies  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  to  take  up  the  machinist 
trade,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  about  three  years.  He  then 
worked  with  his  father  on  the  lake  boats  during  the  summer  months, 
and  attended  school  during  the  winter  seasons,  after  navigation  was  closed. 
For  a  time,  he  acted  as  steward  on  these  lake  carriers.  In  1904  Mr.  Arm- 
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strong  came  to  Buffalo,  as  engineer  of  the  White  building,  lemaining  for 
seven  years,  then  accepted  a  place  as  manager  of  the  Fidelity  Trust  build¬ 
ing.  After  eight  years  in  July,  1923,  he  was  appointed  manager  of  the 
Genesee  Properties,  Incorporated,  and  has  remained  in  this  connection 
ever  since,  discharging  his  duties  with  gratification  to  all  concerned.  He 
is  president  of  the  Building  Managers’  Association  of  Buffalo,  served  as 
secretary  of  the  same  organization  for  two  years,  and,  in  1929  was  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  the  National  Association  of  Building  Owners  and 
Managers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Armstrong  holds  to  republican  policies,  and  his  religi¬ 
ous  connection  is  with  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  belongs  to  Master 
Builder  Lodge,  No.  911,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Kenmore,  New  York,  and  has 
the  distinction  of  having  been  its  first  master.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  J.  E. 
W.  S.,  the  Izaak  Walton  League,  the  Masonic  Club,  and  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

On  October  24,  1911,  at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr. 
Armstrong  was  married  to  Ellen  Elizabeth  Jackson,  of  this  city,  daughter 
of  Robert  J.  and  Alice  (Weldon)  Jackson,  residents  of  Buffalo,  where 
the  father  is  owner  of  the  Buffalo  Carpet  Cleaning  &  Renovating  Com¬ 
pany.  It  may  be  noted  that  Mr.  Phillips,  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Armstrong’s  mother,  was  the  first  man  to  establish  a  carpet-weaving  busi¬ 
ness  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  have  become  the  parents  of 
one  son,  John  Oliver  Armstrong,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1925.  The  family  residence  is  at  55  Admiral  road. 


RAYMOND  D.  LONG 

Choosing  a  definite  objective  at  the  outset  of  his  career,  Raymond  D. 
Long  has  bent  every  effort  toward  its  attainment  and  is  widely  known 
as  the  founder  and  head  of  Insurance  Educational  Service,  a  Buffalo  publi¬ 
cation  of  inestimable  benefit  to  those  engaged  in  the  insurance  business, 
a  line  of  activity  in  which  members  of  his  family  were  pioneers.  Born  in 
this  city  on  the  23d  of  February,  1891,  he  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Eli  H.  Long  and 
is  descended  from  a  family  of  Quakers,  while  he  also  traces  his  lineage 
to  one  of  the  early  Dutch  families  of  Pennsylvania. 

His  father  was  born  in  Clarence  Center,  New  York,  July  24,  1861, 
and  graduated  from  both  the  medical  and  dental  departments  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo.  For  forty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  his  alma  mater,  rendering  valuable  service  to  the  institution  as  an 
instructor  in  its  medical  school,  and  stands  high  in  professional  circles 
of  the  city.  In  religious  affairs  he  has  long  been  active  and  is  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Central  Church  of  Christ.  The  mother,  Alice 
(Eggert)  Long,  was  born  in  Eggertsville,  New  York,  a  town  named  for 
her  grandfather,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  locality.  Her 
father,  Oliver  J.  Eggert,  was  serving  as  sheriff  of  Erie  county  at  the  time 
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of  President  Lincoln’s  assassination  and  in  later  life  became  a  close 
friend  of  President  Cleveland.  Mr.  Eggert  was  long  identified  with  the 
management  of  the  Buffalo  Insurance  Company,  filling  the  office  of  secre¬ 
tary  for  twenty  years,  while  for  ten  years  he  was  its  president.  He  was 
one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  the  city  and  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one  years.  His  son,  Edwin  B.  Eggert,  served  as  county 
jailer  for  a  time,  later  becoming  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Insurance 
Company,  and  continued  active  in  the  business  until  his  death  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1930. 

In  the  family  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Long  there  were  six  children,  of  whom 
two  died  in  infancy,  while  Edwin  reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  Austin 
Oliver,  born  in  Buffalo,  January  21,  1888,  was  graduated  from  Hiram 
College  and  studied  theology  but  did  not  enter  the  ministry.  Instead  he 
dedicated  his  talents  to  the  service  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  and  was  sent  by  the  organization  to  Mukden  and  Tientsin,  China, 
spending  four  years  in  each  city.  Early  in  1929  he  returned  to  the  United 
States  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Central  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  He  married  Miss  Helen  Cox,  of  Buffalo, 
and  their  four  children  are  Norman  Oliver,  Winthrop  Austin,  Robert  Eli, 
and  Minnette,  who  was  born  in  China.  Edith  was  graduated  from  the 
Pratt  Institute  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  completed  an  art  course  in 
Columbia  University.  She  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  Thurston,  who  studied 
commercial  designing  in  the  Pratt  Institute,  and  since  his  graduation  in 
1929  has  specialized  in  that  line  of  work. 

Raymond  D.  Long,  who  completes  the  family,  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  city  and  entered  upon  his  business  career  with  the 
Buffalo  Insurance  Company,  a  pioneer  firm  which  had  its  inception  in 
1867.  He  remained  in  the  employ  of  the  company  for  ten  years  and  then 
made  his  initial  venture  in  that  field,  establishing  the  Personal  Service 
Agency,  which  became  a  corporation  in  1921.  At  that  time  the  name  was 
changed  to  Long,  Schwartz  &  Company,  Incorporated,  which  began  opera¬ 
tions  with  the  following  officers:  Raymond  D.  Long,  president;  John  T. 
McDonald,  vice  president;  and  Karl  A.  Schwartz,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
They  were  general  insurance  agents  and  controlled  the  business  until 
September  1,  1929,  when  it  was  sold  to  Thomas  F.  Street  &  Sons.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1930,  Mr.  Long  severed  his  connection  with  the  organiza¬ 
tion  in  order  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  the  task  of  establishing 
and  marketing  the  Insurance  Educational  Service,  a  work  of  one  volume 
prepared  especially  for  insurance  men  and  containing  the  most  complete 
and  concise  information  available.  The  full  set  comprises  one  hundred 
twenty-five  analyses  in  bulletin  form,  neatly  bound.  This  set  is  kept  up- 
to-the-minute  by  the  revision  service,  which  provides  subscribers  with 
reprints  of  any  of  the  bulletins  in  which  vital  changes  occur,  plus  any 
bulletins  which  may  be  issued  during  the  year,  analyzing  any  additional 
coverages.  Hundreds  of  sales  have  been  lost  through  inability  to  give 
instant  answer  to  many  of  the  perplexing  problems  that  are  explained  so 
clearly  in  this  service,  which  is  proving  of  incalculable  benefit  to  insurance 
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agents,  who  found  it  practically  impossible  to  keep  in  mind  the  various 
details  of  the  business  but  now  have  at  their  finger  tips  the  right  informa¬ 
tion  to  satisfy  every  prospect.  The  Insurance  Educational  Service  has 
been  highly  praised  not  only  by  the  insurance  fraternity  generally,  but  by 
many  state  insurance  commissioners,  who  have  backed  up  their  judgment 
by  subscribing  for  the  service. 

Mr.  Long  was  married  November  18,  1911,  to  Miss  Ella  Campbell,  a 
daughter  of  Alexander  C.  and  Katherine  Campbell,  of  Buffalo,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Raymond  Malcolm,  who  was 
born  January  1,  1914,  and  is  attending  high  school;  and  Alice  Eggert,  born 
February  2,  1920.  Mr.  Long  is  a  member  of  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertis¬ 
ing  Club  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  A  student  and  a 
thinker,  he  is  also  a  man  of  action  who  never  stops  short  of  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  his  purpose  and  although  he  has  not  yet  reached  the  zenith 
of  his  powers,  he  has  already  become  a  recognized  authority  upon  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  insurance  business. 


CHARLES  PEARSON,  Jr. 

One  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Buffalo  is  Charles  Pearson,  Jr., 
who  is  vice  president  of  the  Yates  Lehigh  Coal  Company  and  managing 
director  of  the  Vendome  Garage  of  this  city.  In  every  phase  of  his  career 
he  has  demonstrated  those  qualities  which  signify  the  public-spirited  and 
able  citizen,  and  in  business  affairs  he  has  won  a  most  favorable  reputa¬ 
tion.  He  likewise  served  meritoriously  in  the  United  States  Army  over¬ 
seas  during  the  World  war. 

Charles  Pearson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  East  Orange,  New  Jersey,  July  31, 
1885,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  Ella  (Morgan)  Pearson.  The  Pearson 
family  of  Yorkshire,  England,  from  which  Charles  Pearson,  Jr.,  descends, 
probably  dates  back  to  the  year  1400,  or  earlier,  and  several  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  figured  prominently  in  the  colonial  history  of  the  United  States.  The 
spelling  of  the  name,  whether  Pearson,  Pierson  or  Perison,  is  traceable 
to  the  Yorkshire  family.  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  the  first  president  of 
Yale  College,  came  from  a  branch  of  the  family  that  settled  in  Lynn, 
Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1639.  Other  members  of  the  family  settled  in 
Newark  and  Orange,  New  Jersey,  as  early,  as  1666,  and  many  of  their 
descendants  are  to  be  found  in  Essex  and  Morris  counties,  that  state. 

Charles  Pearson  was  born  May  12,  1848,  in  Halifax,  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  died  June  10,  1930,  at  Montclair,  New  Jersey,  where  he  had  re¬ 
sided  for  many  years.  He  was  the  eldest  child  in  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  a  daughter,  the  parents  of  whom  were  John  and  Agnes  (Wild)  Pear¬ 
son.  The  grandfather  of  Charles  Pearson  was  James  Pearson,  whose 
wife  was  Grace  Turner  Wild.  When  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  Charles 
Pearson  left  England  for  New  York  city,  where  he  became  associated 
with  his  uncle,  Joseph  Wild,  who  was  the  inventor  of  Wild’s  linoleum,  the 
first  floor  covering  of  this  type  on  the  market  and  manufactured  by  the 
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American  Linoleum  Company.  Later  Charles  Pearson  entered  the  rug 
business  with  his  brother  Edward  in  New  York  city,  and  continued  in 
that  business  until  his  retirement  to  private  life.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  old  Twenty-third  Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard.  His  po¬ 
litical  allegiance  was  given  to  the  republican  party,  while  his  religious 
faith  was  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1879,  Charles  Pearson  was  married  at  the 
Church  of  the  Redeemer,  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  Miss  Mary  Ella  Mor¬ 
gan,  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  November  18,  1851,  and  is  now  residing 
in  New  York  city.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  A.  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Spencer)  Morgan.  The  Morgan  family  dates  back  to  an  early  day  in 
Massachusetts,  this  branch  having  settled  at  Hinsdale,  that  state.  Mary 
Elizabeth  Spencer  came  from  a  Quaker  family  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
where  she  was  born.  Her  parents,  William  and  Sarah  Spencer,  emigrated 
to  America  when  she  was  seven  years  old  and  lived  in  New  York  city, 
where  William  Spencer  died,  being  buried  in  old  Trinity  churchyard. 
Charles  A.  Morgan  was  a  son  of  Julius  and  Azubiah  (Day)  Morgan,  and 
youngest  of  thirteen  children.  The  death  of  his  father,  when  Charles  A. 
was  but  a  child,  resulted  in  his  being  taken  into  the  family  of  an  uncle, 
Hosea  Day,  in  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  until  the 
age  of  eighteen.  He  then  went  to  New  York  city  and  entered  the  whole¬ 
sale  grocery  house  of  Hoadley,  Phelps  &  Company,  with  whom  he  was  con¬ 
nected  for  a  number  of  years.  Later  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Morgan  &  Allen,  importers,  for  many  years  located  at  46  Cliff  street,  New 
York.  His  death  occurred  in  February,  1882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five. 

Charles  Pearson,  Jr.,  graduated  from  the  Montclair  Military  Academy 
at  Montclair,  New  Jersey,  with  the  class  of  1905.  He  was  first  employed 
after  leaving  the  academy  in  the  factory  of  the  National  Biscuit  Company 
in  New  York  city,  where  he  learned  the  manufacturing  end  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  was  then  transferred  to  Buffalo  as  superintendent  of  the  fac¬ 
tory  in  this  city,  and  so  remained  until  this  factory  was  closed  in  1914, 
when  he  returned  to  New  York  city  and  remained  with  the  company 
there  for  six  months  more.  At  this  time  he  accepted  a  position  as  man¬ 
ager  for  Faxon,  Williams  &  Faxon,  bakers  of  Buffalo,  continuing  in  that 
capacity  until  June,  1916.  His  business  career  was  then  interrupted  by 
his  departure  for  the  Mexican  border  in  command  of  Troop  I,  First  New 
York  Cavalry,  which  was  the  first  military  unit  to  leave  Buffalo  for  the 
border.  Nine  months  later,  Mr.  Pearson  returned  with  his  troop  and  was 
mustered  out  March  15,  1917.  In  July,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  regular 
army,  with  his  regiment,  and  was  transferred  to  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina,  where  his  troop  was  assigned  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Trench  Mortar  Battery,  Twenty-seventh  Division,  New  York  National 
Guard,  and  there  remained  until  the  spring  of  1918,  when  they  sailed 
overseas.  After  a  period  of  training  in  France,  his  command  was  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Thirty-third  Division  and  later  to  the  Seventy-ninth  Divi¬ 
sion,  with  which  they  participated  in  the  historic  Meuse-Argonne 
offensive.  Mr.  Pearson  was  honorably  discharged  from  military  service 
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at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island,  New  York,  in  February,  1919,  with  the 
rank  of  captain. 

In  October,  1919,  Mr.  Pearson  became  associated  with  Harry  Yates 
of  Buffalo  as  the  manager  of  four  mines  in  central  Pennsylvania  in  which 
Mr.  Yates  held  interest.  In  April,  1926,  he  became  associated  with  the 
Yates  Lehigh  Coal  Company  of  Buffalo  as  a  vice  president  and  so  con¬ 
tinues.  He  is  also  vice  president  and  manager  of  the  Vendome  Garage 
Company  of  Buffalo. 

The  religious  faith  of  Mr.  Pearson  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  belongs  to 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Saddle  and  Bridle  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  is  a  member  of  Troop  I  Post  of  the  American 
Legion,  of  which  he  was  the  organizer  and  the  first  commander. 

Mr.  Pearson  was  married  June  6,  1919,  to  Miss  Cecilia  E.  Plummer, 
a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  William  E.  and  Sarah 
(Davis)  Plummer.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  was  a  lum¬ 
ber  merchant,  while  the  mother  was  born  at  Chippawa,  Ontario.  In  the 
acquirement  of  an  education  Mrs.  Pearson  attended  St.  Margaret’s 
School  of  Buffalo.  She  attends  the  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
she  has  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends  throughout  the  city  which  has 
always  been  her  home.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  a 
son,  Charles  Pearson  (III),  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  29,  1922.  The 
Pearson  residence  is  at  57  Clarendon  place,  Buffalo. 


VICTOR  B.  WYLEGALA 

The  legal  career  of  Victor  B.  Wylegala,  of  Buffalo,  has  been  a  distinct 
credit  to  himself  and  an  honor  to  the  profession  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
Following  a  brilliant  service  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  World 
war,  Mr.  Wylegala  prepared  for  the  bar,  and  during  the  subsequent  years 
has  created  a  most  favorable  position  and  reputation  for  himself  in  the 
profession  of  his  choice.  He  holds  a  number  of  positions  of  responsibility 
as  legal  counsel,  and  has  been  exceptionally  active  in  civic  affairs,  now 
serving  as  councilman-at-large  and  also  as  chairman  of  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Buffalo  city  council. 

Victor  B.  Wylegala  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  23,  1892,  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Theodora  (Wieczorek)  Wylegala  and  a  grandson  of  Joseph 
and  Mary  Wylegala,  both  natives  of  Poland,  the  former  passing  away  in 
Albany,  and  the  latter  in  Buffalo.  The  father  was  born  in  Posen,  Poland, 
in  1857,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  August  22,  1899.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1869,  and  settled  first  in  Albany,  New  York,  owning 
and  operating  a  farm  just  outside  of  that  city.  In  1880  he  came  to  Buffalo, 
and  here  followed  the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  was  a  republican,  and  a 
member  of  the  Adelbert  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Theodora  (Wieczorek) 
Wylegala,  the  mother  of  Victor  B.,  was  born  in  Poland  in  1859,  and  died 
January  1,  1921.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Balbina  Wieczorek, 
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both  of  whom  were  born  in  Poland  and  died  in  Buffalo,  where  the  father 
was  a  retail  grocer. 

In  1909  Victor  B.  Wylegala  graduated  from  Canisius  high  school  of 
Buffalo,  and  then  took  up  his  higher  studies  in  Canisius  College,  from 
which  institution  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1913  and 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  in  1915.  He  entered  upon  his  law  studies  at 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of'  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Laws  in  1919,  in  which  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New 
York  state. 

Mr.  Wylegala’s  legal  education,  however,  was  interrupted  by  his  parti¬ 
cipation  in  the  World  war.  He  enlisted  May  11,  1917,  and  went  into  train¬ 
ing  at  Madison  Barracks,  New  York,  where  he  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  on  August  15,  1917,  and  assigned  to  the  One  Hundred  Seventh 
Field  Artillery,  Twenty-eighth  Division.  This  unit  trained  at  Camp  Han¬ 
cock,  Georgia,  until  April,  1918,  and  while  there  Mr.  Wylegala  received 
his  commission  as  first  lieutenant.  On  May  11,  1918,  he  arrived  in  France 
with  his  command,  and  in  the  following  July  first  engaged  in  action.  He 
was  in  the  Chauteau  Thierry  sector  until  September,  1918,  then  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Argonne  offensive.  On  October  15,  1918,  he  went  to  Belgium 
with  the  Army  of  Liberation,  and  there  remained  until  November  9th, 
when  he  was  detached  to  become  an  instructor  in  artillery.  He  arrived 
in  Paris  on  November  11,  1918,  when  the  armistice  was  being  celebrated. 
He  sailed  for  the  United  States  on  December  29th  following,  arriving 
January  5,  1919,  and  on  the  11th  was  honorably  discharged  with  the  rank 
of  first  lieutenant.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Reserve  Corps,  and  is 
assigned  to  the  Three  Hundred  Sixty-eighth  Field  Artillery.  It  may  be 
mentioned  in  this  connection  also  that  he  has  been  very  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  American  Legion  since  the  close  of  the  war.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  and  organizer  of  Adam  Plewacki  Post,  No.  799,  of  the  American 
Legion,  at  Buffalo,  which  is  named  in  honor  of  the  first  Buffalo  soldier 
killed  in  action.  Mr.  Wylegala  was  county  commander  of  the  American 
Legion  in  Erie  county,  also  was  district  commander,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  state  executive  committee  of  the  American  Legion. 

After  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1919,  Mr.  Wylegala  practiced  law 
alone  until  1922,  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Joseph  S.  Kaszubowski, 
with  offices  at  1075  Broadway,  and  this  arrangement  continued  for  three 
years.  They  then  moved  to  the  Union  building,  where  they  remained  in 
partnership  until  January,  1929,  since  which  time  Mr.  Wylegala  has 
practiced  alone,  conducting  litigation  of  general  character.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Associa¬ 
tion  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  vice  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  counsel  for  the  East  Side  National  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  is  attorney 
for  the  Community  National  Corporation  of  Buffalo. 

At  Dunkirk,  New  York,  on  May  3,  1921,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Victor  B.  Wylegala  and  Miss  Barbara  E.  Stegelski,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Dunkirk  and  daughter  of  Joseph  Stegelski,  who  was  born  in  Poland,  and 
was  a  railroad  engineer,  but  had  lived  retired  in  Dunkirk  for  some  years 
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prior  to  his  death,  which  there  occurred  November  29,  1930.  Mrs.  Wyle- 
gala  is  a  graduate  of  the  Dunkirk  high  school,  and  studied  music  at  con¬ 
servatories  in  Fredonia  and  New  York  city.  She  is  a  communicant  of 
the  Transfiguration  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wylegala  became  the  parents  of  three  children :  Theodora  May,  born  May 
2,  1922;  Victor  B.,  Jr.,  who  was  born  July  12,  1923,  and  died  May  29,  1926; 
and  Joseph  Jerome,  born  September  16,  1924.  The  family  residence  is  at 
879  Humboldt  parkway. 

Politically  Mr.  Wylegala  is  a  republican,  and  is  now  serving  as  coun¬ 
cilman-at-large,  and  is  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  council. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Transfiguration  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  South 
Shore  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  Polish  Falcon  Gymnastic  Club,  the  Chopin  Singing  Society  and  is  a 
director  in  the  Buffalo  Musical  Foundation,  also  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  old  adage  that  “a  man 
without  a  hobby  is  lost,”  and  has  cultivated  a  number,  principally  golf, 
fishing,  and  flower  gardening. 


EARL  W.  BRYDGES 

One  of  the  younger  attorneys  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  who  has  made 
noteworthy  progress  in  his  profession  during  his  initial  years  of  practice 
is  Earl  W.  Brydges,  who  is  associated  with  the  firm  of  Dudley,  Gray  & 
Phelps,  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  who  also  is  now  deputy  corporation  counsel 
for  the  city.  Mr.  Brydges  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  May  25,  1905,  a  son 
of  William  and  Margaret  (Mclnerney)  Brydges. 

William  Brydges  also  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  in  1882,  and  now 
resides  at  Big  Island,  Virginia.  He  was  reared  and  married  in  his  native 
city,  and  was  superintendent  of  the  Defiance  Paper  Company  until  July, 
1927,  when  he  moved  to  Virginia,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  the  Bed¬ 
ford  Pulp  &  Paper  Company.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics.  His  wife 
was  also  born  at  Niagara  Falls  and  they  are  the  parents  of  the  following: 
Melva,  who  became  the  wife  of  Raymond  Ryan,  of  Niagara  Falls,  an  em¬ 
ployee  of  the  U.  S.  L.  Battery  Company;  Earl  W.,  of  this  review;  and 
Vera,  James,  Bettie  Jean  and  Richard  George,  Who  are  residing  with  their 
parents.  The  grandfather  of  Earl  W.  Brydges,  on  the  paternal  side,  is 
Fred  Brydges,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  but  has  lived  most  of  his  life  in 
Niagara  Falls,  where  he  held  a  position  for  many  years  with  the  Niagara 
Falls  Power  Company,  but  retired  in  1928.  He  is  a  republican.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Susan  Harkins,  a  native  of  Canada.  The  Brydges  family  of  America 
came  originally  from  England,  and  settled  in  Canada. 

Earl  W.  Brydges  attended  the  public  schools  of  Niagara  Falls,  then 
the  preparatory  department  of  Niagara  University  for  three  years  and 
Niagara  Falls  high  school  one  year,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1922. 
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In  the  following  year  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  and  from  that  institution  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Laws  in  1926.  In  June,  1927,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Niagara  Falls,  with  the 
firm  of  Dudley,  Gray  &  Phelps,  with  which  legal  organization  he  is  now 
associated,  with  offices  on  the  thirteenth  floor  of  the  United  Office  building. 
On  January  1,  1930,  Mr.  Brydges  was  appointed  deputy  corporation 
counsel  for  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls.  His  political  support  is  given  to  the 
republican  party,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  He  belongs  to  Hennepin  Council,  No.  247,  Knights  of  Columbus; 
the  Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  Niagara  Falls  Tennis  Club; 
the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  Lodge  No.  246,  B.  P.  0.  E. 


MORRIS  SAWYER  TREMAINE 

The  record  of  Morris  S.  Tremaine,  from  the  time  he  worked  long  hours 
as  a  tally  boy  on  the  docks  for  a  wholesale  lumber  company  down  to  the 
present,  when  he  is  filling  the  position  of  comptroller  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  executives 
of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  typical  of  the  successful  American  citizen, 
guided  by  high  ambition,  inspired  by  energy,  and  actuated  by  the  best 
ideals  and  impulses.  Mr.  Tremaine  is  one  of  the  best  known  lumbermen 
of  the  state,  and  has  shown  marked  capability  in  company  management, 
while  in  the  responsible  state  office  which  he  occupies  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  competent  and  progressive  men  who  ever  undertook  the 
task  of  dealing  with  the  state’s  financial  resources.  It  would  seem  that 
Mr.  Tremaine  barely  escaped  a  professional  career,  as  both  his  father 
and  grandfather  were  medical  men,  but  his  choice  of  business  and  com¬ 
mercial  activities  as  his  life  work  has  proved  a  fortunate  decision. 

Morris  S.  Tremaine  was  born  February  27,  1871,  at  Fort  Dodge, 
Kansas,  a  son  of  Dr.  William  Scott  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Tremaine.  Dr. 
William  Scott  was  born  at  Charlotte  Town,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada, 
in  January,  1838,  and  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Lawrence  Tremaine,  who  was  a 
physician  of  Charlotte  Town,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada.  Dr.  W.  S. 
Tremaine  graduated  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia, 
and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Boston,  Massachusetts.  During  the 
Civil  war,  he  became  a  volunteer  surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army. 
In  1881  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  successfully  engaged  in  practice 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  December,  1898.  He  was  a  member  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a  democrat  and  at  one 
time  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  city  comptroller  of  Buffalo.  His 
wife,  Sarah  (Johnson)  Tremaine,  was  born  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
died  at  Fort  Dodge,  Kansas,  in  1877. 

Morris  S.  Tremaine  acquired  his  education  in  American  and  Canadian 
schools.  For  two  years  he  attended  a  private  school  in  Canada,  then 
studied  at  the  old  No.  14  school  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  also  the  Buffalo 
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Normal  School,  followed  by  a  course  at  the  Upper  Canada  College  at 
Toronto.  On  the  15th  of  May,  1888,  when  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age, 
he  started  to  work  as  a  tally  boy  for  Holland  Graves  &  Montgomery,  a 
wholesale  lumber  firm.  In  the  early  morning  hours  he  carried  his  dinner 
pail  to  the  docks,  and  until  dark,  and  often  late  at  night,  worked  steadily, 
building  the  substantial  foundation  for  his  subsequent  business  career. 
He  was  promoted  to  the  place  of  inspector  for  the  company,  and  as  he 
reached  his  majority  he  became  a  lumber  salesman,  then  manager  of  a 
branch  office  of  the  company  in  New  York  city.  His  next  upward  step 
was  taken  in  1897,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  Montgomery  Brothers 
&  Company.  In  1903  he  reorganized  the  Toledo  Fire  &  Marine  Insur¬ 
ance  Company,  and  became  its  president,  while  in  1905  he  organized  and 
became  president  of  the  National  Lumber  Insurance  Company  of  Buffalo. 
He  also  organized  the  Montgomery  Lumber  Company  of  Suffolk,  Virginia, 
and  in  1905  was  elected  vice  president.  In  1914  he  entered  into  associa¬ 
tion  with  The  J.  G.  Wilson  Corporation,  manufacturers  of  rolling  steel 
doors  and  folding  partitions,  and  .  in  1916  became  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  In  1923  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  Smith,  Fassett  &  Company, 
Incorporated,  of  North  Tonowanda,  New  York,  wholesale  lumber  dealers. 
He  was  also  a  director  of  the  National  Wholesale  Lumber  Dealers  Associa¬ 
tion  for  some  time.  A  number  of  years  ago,  Mr.  Tremaine  organized  the 
King  Sewing  Machine  Company,  which  employed  eleven  hundred  men, 
and  which  was  sold  to  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Company. 

On  January  1,  1927,  Mr.  Tremaine  was  honored  with  the  high  office 
of  comptroller  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the  conduct  of  which  respons¬ 
ible  duty  he  has  won  unstinted  praise.  The  nature  of  this  work  is  of 
pertinent  interest,  and  we  quote  the  following  from  a  contemporary  print: 
“The  Department  of  Audit  and  Control,  of  which  the  comptroller  is  the 
head,  handles  approximately  five  hundred  seventy  million  dollars  each 
year.  It  is  the  money  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York.  Its  hand¬ 
ling  requires  a  thorough  knowledge  of  finance  and  an  intelligent  grasp 
of  the  innumerable  activities  of  the  state  government.  In  addition,  the 
department  is  required  to  examine  the  financial  affairs  of  all  counties, 
cities,  towns  and  villages,  except  cities  of  the  first  class,  New  York, 
Rochester  and  Buffalo,  and  the  five  counties  of  Greater  New  York.  It 
must  approve  all  contracts  made  by  the  state,  including  those  for  build¬ 
ings,  highways,  public  works  or  purchase.  It  has  charge  of  the  Employees’ 
Retirement  System,  involving  thousands  of  dollars  of  the  money  of  the 
state  employees  and  of  all  of  the  securities  belonging  to  the  state,  the 
value  of  which  aggregates  more  than  one  hundred  million  dollars.  While 
not  spectacular,  the  operations  of  the  department  make  it,  next  to  the 
executive  department,  the  most  important  branch  of  the  state  govern¬ 
ment.  It  requires  at  its  head  a  man  of  unusual  ability  and  training  and 
of  unquestioned  honesty  and  integrity.  Having  an  expert  knowledge  of 
banking,  Comptroller  Tremaine  has  increased  the  amount  of  interest 
which  the  state  receives  on  its  bank  deposits  each  year  to  the  extent  of 
two  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  has  the  state’s  money  in  approxi- 
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mately  eight  hundred  banks.  The  utmost  financial  sagacity  is  required 
to  deal  with  its  banking  operations,  the  sale  of  its  bonds  and  the  purchase 
of  securities  for  the  sinking  fund  and  other  investment  funds  which  under 
Comptroller  Tremaine  has  been  exceptionally  profitable  to  the  state.” 

During  the  World  war,  Mr.  Tremaine  was  a  member  of  the  first  Red 
Cross  committee  in  Buffalo,  was  vice  chairman  of  the  second  committee, 
and  a  major  in  all  of  the  Liberty  Loan  drives.  His  political  affiliation  is 
with  the  democratic  party,  and  his  church  membership  is  in  St.  Paul’s 
Episcopal.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which  he  was  president 
in  1927,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe 
Club,  the  Eagles  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Bankers 
Club  of  New  York,  City  Club  of  New  York,  Engineers  Club  and  Army 
and  Navy  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
mercial  Corporation  of  Buffalo,  also  the  Merchants  Mutual  Casualty  Com¬ 
pany  of  this  city. 

Morris  S.  Tremaine  was  married  at  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  June  21, 
1898,  to  Miss  Maude  Middledith,  native  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  a 
daughter  of  the  late  James  Middledith,  who  was  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange.  Mrs.  Tremaine  was  educated  in  a  private  school 
at  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  and  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 
of  Buffalo,  and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tremaine  have 
become  the  parents  of  two  sons :  Lawrence,  born  February  18,  1902,  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo,  attended  Lehigh  College  two 
years,  and  is  now  associated  with  the  H.  O.  Hecker  Company  of  Buffalo 
as  assistant  sales  manager.  He  married  Grace  Daniels  of  Buffalo.  James 
Granville,  the  second  son,  was  born  October  18,  1905,  graduated  from  the 
Nichols  School  in  Buffalo,  received  his  A.  B.  degree  from  Yale  University 
in  1927,  and  is  associated  with  the  Haines  &  Sackett  investment  company 
of  Buffalo.  The  family  residence  is  at  703  Delaware  avenue. 


FRED  S.  WITHEY 

Well  established  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo,  Fred  S.  Withey  has 
engaged  in  the  conduct  of  general  litigation  for  thirty-three  years,  during 
which  period  he  has  achieved  notable  success  and  has  acquired  a  profes¬ 
sional  and  personal  reputation  of  the  highest  order.  Mr.  Withey  main¬ 
tains  his  offices  now  at  409  Iroquois  building. 

The  birth  of  Fred  S.  Withey  occurred  at  Alfred,  Allegany  county,  New 
York,  November  29,  1870,  his  parents  being  Rudolphus  B.  and  Amelia 
(Beyea)  Withey.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Philander  and  Amanda  D. 
(Green)  Withey,  the  former  having  been  a  farmer  and  shoemaker,  and 
a  native  of  Avon,  New  York,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Alfred,  where 
both  she  and  her  husband  died.  Rudolphus  B.  Withey  was  born  at  Alfred, 
January  17,  1837,  and  there  died  May  29,  1905.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  also  a  school  teacher,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  and  a  republican,  who  filled  several  local  offices,  one  of 
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which  was  that  of  road  commissioner.  Amelia  (Beyea)  Withey  was  born 
at  Lodi,  Seneca  county.  New  York,  May  29,  1845,  and  is  now  living  at 
Alfred,  New  York.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Oscar  and  Celecta  (Kingsley) 
Beyea,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Seneca  county  and  died  at  Harts- 
ville,  Steuben  county,  New  York.  Oscar  Beyea  was  a  farmer. 

Fred  S.  Withey  attended  the  district  and  high  schools  at  Alfred,  New 
York,  then  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  Alfred  University,  which 
institution  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy  in 
1894.  He  next  studied  at  the  University  of  Buffalo  for  one  year,  then 
began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of  Crayton  Early  at  Andover,  New  York. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  1897,  then  opened  an 
office  at  Belfast,  New  York,  but  did  not  tarry  long  at  this  place.  In  Octo¬ 
ber,  1897,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  and  Oscar  L.  Taylor  became 
partners  under  the  firm  name  of  Taylor  &  Withey,  with  offices  in  the  old 
Law  Exchange  building.  This  arrangement  continued  until  April,  1898, 
since  which  date  Mr.  Withey  has  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law 
by  himself.  Mr.  Withey  supports  the  republican  party,  and  he  attends 
the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist. 

In  1898  Mr.  Withey  enlisted  in  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment  of  the 
New  York  National  Guard,  and  served  for  fifteen  years,  attaining  the 
non-commissioned  rank  of  sergeant.  He  has  for  many  years  been  an 
expert  rifle  shot,  and  while  a  member  of  the  National  Guard  won  a  num¬ 
ber  of  trophies  by  his  skill  on  the  range.  Hunting  is  naturally  one  of 
Mr.  Withey’s  favorite  diversions  in  life. 

Fred  S.  Withey  was  married  March  11,  1902,  at  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Frances  B.  H.  Nelson,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a  daughter 
of  Horatio  and  Ann  (Lee)  Nelson.  The  father  was  born  in  Scotland,  a 
member  of  the  same  family  as  Admiral  Nelson,  of  British  naval  renown, 
and  died  in  1906,  at  Evergreen,  Alabama,  where  he  owned  a  large  cotton 
plantation.  His  wife  was  born  at  Springville,  New  York,  and  died  at 
Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Withey,  whose  death  occurred  at  Buffalo, 
January  21,  1911,  received  her  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools 
of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  in  a  girls’  school  of  Georgia.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON  HEDDEN 

Although  a  native  of  Canada,  George  W.  Hedden  has  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Buffalo  and  for  four  decades  has  been  connected  with 
its  fire  department,  of  which  he  is  now  the  head.  In  the  steps  of  an 
orderly  progression  he  has  reached  this  important  office,  which  he  has 
filled  with  ability  for  six  years.  He  was  born  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  De¬ 
cember  19,  1866,  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Nellie  (Corey)  Hedden,  and 
is  of  Scotch  lineage.  The  Hedden  family  was  established  in  America  by 
three  brothers,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Long  Island  and  be¬ 
came  large  land  holders  and  slave  owners.  The  grandfather  and  his  three 
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sons  were  mariners  who  sailed  to  various  ports  of  the  world  and  made 
several  trips  around  Cape  Horn  during-  the  gold  rush  to  California. 

Benjamin  F.  Hedden  was  born  on  Rams  Horn  island,  off  the  coast  of 
Maine,  and  became  a  civil  engineer  of  high  standing.  While  a  resident 
of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  he  was  sent  by  his  company  to  Canada  to  super¬ 
vise  the  construction  of  the  first  rolling  mill  in  Toronto  and  it  was  while 
the  family  were  living  in  that  city  that  George  W.  Hedden  was  born. 
When  the  contract  was  finished  they  returned  to  Hartford  and  subse¬ 
quently  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  the  father  continued  to  fol¬ 
low  his  profession  until  his  death.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts,  and  the  daughter  of  a  well-to-do  farmer,  whose  for¬ 
bears  were  pioneers  of  that  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hedden  were  the  parents 
of  five  children,  two  of  whom  survive.  Florence  May,  the  first  born,  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  William  Aspdin,  a  native  of  England,  and  died  at  Has- 
brouck  Heights,  New  Jersey.  Anna  Hedden,  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  George  W.  was  the  next  of  the  family. 
James  D.,  born  in  Hartford,  is  living  in  Buffalo  and  works  for  the  county, 
holding  a  responsible  position.  He  was  married  in  this  city  to  Louisa 
Ernest  and  they  have  one  child,  Henry.  Howard  F.,  the  youngest  son, 
was  born  in  Buffalo  and  died  in  the  Philippine  islands  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  government. 

Coming  to  Buffalo  with  his  parents  in  1873,  George  W.  Hedden  at¬ 
tended  the  city  schools,  but  his  education  was  limited  as  early  in  life  he 
became  self-supporting.  For  a  number  of  years  he  worked  for  the  Vienna 
Yeast  Company  and  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-two  entered  the  employ 
of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  He  started  as  a  fireman  and  through  diligence  and 
merit  won  repeated  promotions,  becoming  in  succession  lieutenant,  cap¬ 
tain,  battalion  chief,  and  finally  head  of  the  department  in  1924.  In  this 
connection  he  gives  to  the  city  expert  service,  resulting  from  forty  years 
of  practical  experience  as  a  fire  fighter,  and  has  brought  the  Buffalo  de¬ 
partment  up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency.  He  has  exerted  every  effort 
to  secure  the  latest  and  best  fire-fighting  equipment,  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  safeguard  the  lives  and  property  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  his  work  has 
elicited  high  commendation. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1886,  Mr.  Hedden  was  married  to  Miss  Minnie  Lee, 
who  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  a  son 
and  a  daughter:  Sydney  H.,  who  is  associated  with  the  Buffalo  branch  of 
the  General  Electric  Company  of  Schenectady,  New  York;  and  Bernita  F., 
who  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  becoming  a  registered 
pharmacist,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Louis  Glenn,  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
millinery  business  in  this  city.  Mr.  Hedden  was  married  March  17,  1892, 
to  Miss  Laura  M.  Leacock,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  they  have  three  sons. 
George  Washington,  Jr.,  the  eldest,  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Medical 
Corps  during  the  World  war  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey, 
where  he  was  stationed  until  the  signing  of  the  armistice.  He  then  com¬ 
pleted  his  studies  in  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  is  now  a  well  known 
dentist  of  this  city.  He  married  Miss  Bernice  Aspern,  of  Jamestown, 
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New  York,  and  they  have  one  child,  Helen.  James  Dewey,  the  second 
son,  is  a  chiropractor  and  also  resides  in  Buffalo.  Bert  J.,  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry  here,  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Gladys  Simpson,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
George  W.  (III). 

Mr.  Hedden  is  affiliated  with  Omega  Lodge,  No.  289,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and 
is  one  of  its  oldest  members,  having  been  identified  with  the  order  for 
forty  years.  A  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  he  belongs  to  Hiram  Lodge, 
No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  and  is  also  a 
Shriner.  At  every  point  in  his  career  he  has  been  governed  by  a  keen 
sense  of  duty  and  honor  and  has  to  his  credit  a  notable  record  of  public 
service,  equaled  by  few  residents  of  this  or  other  cities.  He  resides  at 
238  E.  Ferry  street. 


CHARLES  DIEBOLD,  Jr. 

Charles  Diebold,  Jr.,  an  active  representative  of  the  legal  profession 
in  Buffalo  during  the  past  third  of  a  century,  is  widely  known  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Coatsworth  &  Diebold,  attorneys,  and  since  1924  has  com¬ 
bined  the  practice  of  law  with  the  business  of  banking,  for  in  that  year 
he  became  president  of  The  Western  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a 
native  son  of  this  city,  born  December  12,  1873,  his  parents  being  Charles 
and  Mary  Diebold,  of  French  and  Irish  descent,  respectively,  the  former 
born  August  12,  1852,  and  the  latter  October  31,  1851.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father  was  a  member  of  Wiedrick’s  battery  during  the  Civil  war. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Charles  Diebold,  Jr.,  attended 
Public  School  No.  4  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  the  high  school  at  Central 
City,  Nebraska,  while  his  professional  training  was  received  in  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  1897.  The  city  of  Buffalo  has  always  been 
his  home  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1890,  when  he  resided  at  Central 
City.  Nebraska,  and  here  he  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the  general 
practice  of  law  since  1898.  He  was  president  of  the  Bar  Association 
of  Erie  County  in  1917.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Coatsworth  &  Die¬ 
bold,  which  is  accorded  an  extensive  and  gratifying  clientele  and  enjoys 
an  enviable  reputation  in  professional  ranks  as  well  as  with  the  general 
public.  As  indicated  above,  Mr.  Diebold  also  devotes  his  attention  to 
financial  interests,  for  since  1924  he  has  been  the  executive  head  of 
The  Western  Savings  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  has  contributed  in  substantial 
measure  to  the  steady  expansion  and  success  of  the  institution. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1904,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Mr.  Diebold  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lillian  May  Tinnerman,  who  was  born  in  that 
city,  March  2,  1881,  her  parents  being  George  A.  and  Caroline  M.  Tinner- 
man.  The  father,  a  native  of  Germany,  is  now  deceased,  while  the  mother, 
who  was  born  at  Warrensville,  Ohio,  resides  in  Cleveland,  that  state.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Diebold  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter  and  a  son,  namely :  Lillian 
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Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Colestock  of  Haddonfield,  New 
Jersey;  and  Charles  Robert,  who  is  a  student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo 
and  resides  with  his  parents  at  170  Woodward  avenue  in  Buffalo.  Mrs. 
Lillian  May  Diebold  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Diebold  is  a  democrat.  He  became  a  private 
in  Company  H  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  National  Guard  of  New 
York,  at  the  time  that  company  was  formed  in  Buffalo,  and  continued 
therein  for  some  yeai^.  Some  idea  of  the  scope  and  breadth  of  his  inter¬ 
ests  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that  he  is  now  a  trustee  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  member  of  the 
board  of  managers  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  trustee  of  the  Law 
Library  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  New  York  and 
secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  His  name  is  on  the  membership 
rolls  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Club, 
Ltd.,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Automobile  Club  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  the  Buffalo  Orpheus  and  the  Bison  Fishing 
Club,  and  he  is  captain  of  the  last  named.  Mr.  Diebold  is  junior  warden 
of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  (Episcopal)  and  treasurer  of  The 
Churchill  Evangelistic  Association,  Inc.  Fraternally  he  is  affiliated  with 
the  following  Masonic  bodies:  Highland  Lodge,  No.  835,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  was  master  in  1908;  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M. ;  Lake 
Erie  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia 
Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S. ;  and  Zuleika  Grotto,  No.  8,  M.  0.  V.  P.  E.  R.,  of 
which  he  was  monarch  in  1906.  He  has  gained  high  standing  as  a  lawyer 
and  banker  and  has  also  won  many  warm  friends  in  civic,  fraternal,  church 
and  social  relations.  His  city  residence  is  at  170  Woodward  avenue,  and 
his  country  home  at  Bay  Beach,  Ontario. 


AUGUST  CARL  ESENWEIN,  Jr. 

Although  his  business  career  has  been  comparatively  brief,  August 
C.  Esenwein,  Jr.,  has  made  substantial  progress  by  reason  of  his  energy, 
initiative  and  ability  and  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  sale  of  airplanes 
in  Buffalo,  his  native  city.  He  was  born  July  28,  1906,  a  son  of  August 
Carl  and  Katherine  (Haberstro)  Esenwein,  of  whom  extended  mention 
is  made  elsewhere  in  this  work.  After  mastering  the  branches  of  learn¬ 
ing  taught  in  the  Nichols  School  at  Buffalo  he  matriculated  in  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  and  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1927,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  fraternity  while  in  New  Haven.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  student  days  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  athletic  sports,  playing 
on  the  Nichols  football  team  for  three  years,  and  when  a  freshman  at 
Yale  joined  its  football  team.  He  played  on  the  scrub  team  of  the  uni¬ 
versity  for  three  years  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  class  crew.  Upon 
entering  commercial  life  he  accepted  a  situation  with  the  Niagara-Lock- 
port  Power  Company ;  but  a  year  later  tendered  his  resignation  and  ven- 
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tured  in  business  for  himself  as  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  firm  of 
Wright  &  Esenwein,  who  incorporated  their  interests  in  1928.  They 
established  their  headquarters  at  the  Buffalo  Airport  but  maintain  a 
sales  office  at  57  Niagara  street,  conveniently  located  in  the  down-town 
district.  The  partners  are  enterprising  young  business  men,  alert  to  the 
latest  developments  in  the  science  of  aviation,  and  know  the  merits  of 
the  airplanes  which  they  handle.  In  two  years  they  have  created  a  pros¬ 
perous  organization  which  functions  efficiently,  and  under  their  capable 
direction  the  continued  growth  of  the  business  is  assured. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1927,  Mr.  Esenwein  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
celia  Jarvis,  a  daughter  of  Percival  B.  and  Lelia  (Culbertson)  Jarvis,  of 
North  East,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Esenwein  now  have  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Francelia  Jarvis,  born  April  13,  1929,  and  Nancy,  born  March  19. 
1931,  and  they  reside  at  295  Middlesex  road,  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Esenwein  was 
accorded  liberal  educational  advantages,  attending  Buffalo  Seminary  and 
Pine  Manor.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates  Association,  the  Junior 
League  and  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Mr.  Esenwein  belongs  to  the 
Buffalo  Club  and  the  Aero  Club  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  Inheriting  his  father’s  progres¬ 
sive  spirit  and  keen  powers  of  discernment,  Mr.  Esenwein  has  accom¬ 
plished  much  for  one  of  his  years  and  maintains  a  course  which  reflects 
credit  upon  a  name  which  has  long  been  an  honored  one  in  Buffalo. 


JOHN  MICHAEL  DANAHY 

A  progressive  business  man,  the  late  John  M.  Danahy,  of  Buffalo,  de¬ 
voted  his  attention  to  the  packing  industry,  and  for  many  years  was  the 
president  of  the  Danahy  Packing  Company,  a  foremost  concern  of  its 
kind  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  His  death  occurred  November  4,  1930, 
and  in  his  passing  Buffalo  sustained  the  loss  of  one  of  its  most  representa¬ 
tive  and  respected  citizens.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  January  2,  1866, 
and  was  a  son  of  Michael  and  Margaret  (Mahoney)  Danahy.  The  father, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States  when  young,  and  became  the 
founder  of  the  Danahy  Packing  Company.  His  wife  was  born  in  New 
York  state. 

In  the  schools  of  Buffalo,  John  M.  Danahy  received  his  education,  and 
graduated  from  Canisius  high  school  in  1881.  Having  become  a  proficient 
baseball  player,  he  then  played  professional  baseball  with  the  New  York 
Giants  of  the  National  League  for  a  year,  as  catcher,  after  which  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Buffalo  and  here  became  associated  with  his  father  in  buying 
livestock  at  the  East  Buffalo  stockyards.  He  likewise  entered  into  the 
packing  business  with  his  father  and,  upon  the  latter’s  death  in  1913,  be¬ 
came  the  executive  head  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Danahy  gave  his  support  to  the  democratic  party.  He  was  a  com¬ 
municant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  was  a  member  of  the  Park 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Erie  Downs  Club,  the  Knights  of 
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Columbus,  the  Alhambra,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Always  keenly  interested  in  sports, 
he  was  perhaps  more  attentive  to  baseball  as  a  diversion  than  any  other. 

On  June  26,  1900,  Mr.  Danahy  was  married  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Holden 
of  Buffalo,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Mary  Jane  (Wilson) 
Holden,  the  father  a  native  of  Springville,  New  York,  and  the  mother  of 
Preston,  England.  Charles  W.  Holden  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war. 
Mrs.  Danahy  received  her  education  in  Buffalo,  having  graduated  from 
the  old  Central  high  school.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club  and  the 
Saturday  Afternoon  Club  and  belongs  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Nazareth  Home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Danahy  became  the  parents  of  five  chil¬ 
dren.  Charles  H.,  born  July  8,  1903,  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools,  in  St.  Joseph’s  Collegiate  Institute,  in  Clason  Point  Military  Acad¬ 
emy,  in  Georgetown  Preparatory  School,  and  the  Nichols  School  of  Buf¬ 
falo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  On  February  29,  1928, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Marie  L.  Briggs  of  Jamestown,  New  York. 
Miriam  Alice,  died  December  7,  1922,  aged  seventeen  years;  Julia  Agnes 
Danahy,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  in  religious  life  Sister  M.  Julianna, 
Sisters  of  the  Divine  Compassion,  and  is  located  at  the  Good  Counsel  Con¬ 
vent  in  White  Plains,  New  York.  Jane  Wilson  Danahy  attended  Mt.  St. 
Joseph’s  Academy  and  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  Eden  Hall,  and  graduated 
from  the  National  Park  Seminary  in  1930.  John  Michael  Danahy,  Jr., 
the  youngest  of  the  children,  born  September  7,  1912,  was  educated  at  Mt. 
St.  Joseph’s  Seminary  and  the  Malvern  Preparatory  School.  He  is  now 
associated  with  the  Danahy  Packing  Company.  Mrs.  Danahy  and  her 
family  reside  at  20  Berkley  place,  Buffalo,  and  their  summer  home  is  at 
Crescent  Beach. 


ROBERT  HULL  TIFFT 

One  of  the  foremost  building  engineers  and  general  contractors  of 
western  New  York  is  Robert  Hull  Tifft,  of  the  Tifft  Construction  Com¬ 
pany,  located  at  37  Church  street  in  Buffalo.  The  excellent  quality  of  the 
work  done  by  Mr.  Tifft  in  the  construction  of  buildings  is  indicated  by 
the  repeat  orders  and  the  extent  of  territory  which  his  firm  has  covered, 
including  cities  in  many  other  states  outside  of  New  York.  In  many  other 
ways,  also,  he  has  added  to  his  popularity  and  reputation.  In  civic  affairs 
of  Buffalo  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  participant;  has  been  active  in 
charitable  and  benevolent  causes ;  has  manifested  a  keen  and  helpful  inter¬ 
est  in  the  training  of  youth  and  in  outdoor  sports;  is  well  known  as  a 
clubman;  and  is  recognized  as  an  expert  airplane  pilot. 

Robert  H.  Tifft  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  June  23,  1886,  a  son 
of  Wrilson  S.  Tifft,  whose  father,  Simon  Tifft,  was  born  at  Exeter,  Rhode 
Island,  April  27,  1784,  and  married  Ann  Webster  at  Stephentown,  New 
York,  who  was  born  June  3,  1788.  Simon  Tifft  was  a  farmer.  Wrilson 
S.  Tifft,  who  was  born  at  Nassau,  New  York,  January  10,  1825,  and  died 
May  3,  1900,  in  Buffalo,  was  a  retail  and  later  a  wholesale  milk  dealer. 
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He  was  a  republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Grace  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee  for  a  number  of  years.  He  came  to 
Buffalo  in  1849,  and  retired  from  active  business  in  1872.  He  married 
Maria  Elizabeth  Maxon  at  Adams,  New  York,  July  5,  1874.  She  was  born 
at  Adams,  New  York,  June  5,  1856,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  March  21,  1912. 
Her  father  was  Thomas  Vars  Maxon,  who  was  born  March  26,  1823,  in 
Petersburg-,  New  York,  and  married  Alma  Ann  Hull,  who  was  born  March 
16,  1829,  at  Berlin,  New  York.  He  was  a  farmer  and  seed  merchant. 

Robert  H.  Tifft  graduated  from  the  Heathcote  private  school  at  Buf¬ 
falo  in  1905,  and  then  entered  Cornell  University,  from  which  institution 
he  received  his  M.  E.  degree  in  1909.  He  then  became  associated  with 
Westinghouse,  Church,  Kerr  &  Company,  serving  as  assistant  engineer 
from  1909  to  1912,  and  then  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  was  manager 
of  the  Bijou  theater  in  the  interests  of  the  Tifft  estate  for  one  year.  In 
1916  he  organized  the  Tifft  Construction  Co.,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  presi¬ 
dent,  his  associate  being  William  G.  Seyfang.  Among  the  buildings  which 
this  company  has  erected  are  grain  elevators  for  the  Fleischmann  Malt¬ 
ing  Company  at  Buffalo;  a  poison  gas  plant  and  power  house  at  Saltville, 
Virginia,  for  the  Mathieson  Alkali  Works,  Inc. ;  a  high  school  in  Silver 
Creek,  New  York;  five  public  school  buildings  in  Buffalo;  twenty-five  or 
thirty  store  buildings  for  the  W.  T.  Grant  Company  in  eight  different 
states;  most  of  the  present  plant  of  the  Millard  Fillmore  Hospital  at 
Buffalo ;  and  the  seven-story  cut  stone  office  building  for  the  Utica  Gas 
&  Electric  Company  at  Utica,  New  York. 

Mr.  Tifft  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chapter,  Associated  Gen¬ 
eral  Contractors  of  America,  and  also  of  the  Engineering  Society  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  of  which  organization  he  was  the  first  treasurer.  He  belongs  to  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  and  the  Buffalo  Public  Library  Association, 
being  a  life  member  of  the  last  named.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Westmins¬ 
ter  Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Woman’s  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  second  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  to  which  organiza¬ 
tion  he  donated  a  modernly  equipped  outdoor  swimming  pool  at  Toad 
Hollow.  Mr.  Tifft  is  a  life  member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Buffalo,  and  his  club  connections  include  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
University  Club  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  is  president,  the  Canoe  Club,  the 
Lake  Shore  Hunt  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  the  Hi  Vel  Rifle 
Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Niagara  Club,  Burrows  Post  of  the  American  Legion, 
the  Cornell  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Cornell  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  the 
college  fraternity  Theta  Delta  Chi.  He  is  likewise  a  charter  member  of 
the  Aero  Club  of  Buffalo  and  has  membership  in  Ancient  Landmarks 
Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  in  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

In  1916  Mr.  Tifft  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Separate  Aero  Com¬ 
pany,  New  York  National  Guard,  which  was  the  first  National  Guard 
aviation  unit  in  the  United  States,  and  was  formed  under  Captain  John 
M.  Satterfield.  Mr.  Tifft  was  in  training  at  Mineola,  Long  Island,  from 
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June,  1916,  to  September,  1916,  and  received  a  National  Guard  commis¬ 
sion.  He  attended  ground  school  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  in  the  latter  part 
of  1917,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Gerstner  Field,  Lake  Charles,  Louisi¬ 
ana.  He  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  and  transferred  to  Selfridge 
Field,  Mount  Clemens,  Michigan,  where  he  was  pilot  instructor  of  aerial 
gunnery  until  December  5,  1918.  He  also  served  as  assistant  to  the  chief 
instructor,  had  charge  in  the  field,  and  served  for  a  time  as  accident 
investigation  officer.  His  resignation  from  the  service  was  accepted  in 
December,  1918,  at  Selfridge  Field.  Mr.  Tifft  continues  his  activities  in 
flying  at  the  present  time,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  Stearman  biplane. 


REV.  FRANCIS  RADZISZEWSKI 

Entering  the  priesthood  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-five,  Rev.  Fran¬ 
cis  Radziszewski  has  been  a  zealous  worker  in  behalf  of  Catholicism  and 
is  well  known  in  Lackawanna,  where  he  has  engaged  in  pastoral  work 
for  nearly  a  decade,  having  charge  of  the  Church  of  Santa  Barbara.  A 
native  of.  Poland,  he  was  born  August  6,  1886,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Mary  (Galkowska)  Radziszewski,  who  were  also  born  in  that  country. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1892,  they  settled  in  Plymouth,  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  father  remained  until  his  death  in  February,  1903,  at  the  age 
of  forty-two  years.  He  was  a  miner  and  for  several  years  had  been  in 
the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes-Barre  Coal  Company.  He  gave  his 
political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  was  a  faithful  communi¬ 
cant  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  The  mother  was  a  resident  of  De¬ 
pew,  New  York,  but  died  in  December,  1930.  Her  family  numbers  eight 
children:  Mrs.  John  Gioia,  who  lives  in  Batavia,  New  York;  Mrs.  Nellie 
Stanislawski,  of  Lackawanna ;  Rev.  Francis  Radziszewski ;  Dominick,  who 
is  employed  as  a  conductor  on  the  Wilkes-Barre  &  Hazleton  Railroad  and 
resides  in  Hazleton;  John,  who  follows  the  trade  of  a  plasterer  in  Depew; 
Aloysius,  who  is  employed  in  the  Chevrolet  factory  at  Detroit;  and  Stan¬ 
ley  and  Walter,  who  resided  with  their  mother  in  Depew  to  the  time  of  her 
death.  The  sons  John  and  Dominick  served  in  France  with  a  Pennsylvania 
regiment  of  artillery  and  the  latter  was  gassed  while  at  the  front. 

Rev.  Radziszewski  was  a  lad  of  six  years  when  the  family  home  was 
established  in  Plymouth,  Pennsylvania,  and  there  he  obtained  his  parochial 
and  public  school  education.  After  pursuing  a  classical  course  in  the 
Detroit  (Mich.)  Seminary  and  a  philosophical  course  in  St.  Bernard’s 
Seminary  at  Rochester,  New  York,  he  took  up  the  study  of  theology  in 
St.  Bonaventure’s  Seminary  at  Allegany,  New  York,  and  was  ordained 
to  the  priesthood  June  11,  1911,  at  St.  Joseph’s  old  Cathedral  in  Buffalo 
by  the  late  Bishop  Colton.  Rev.  Radziszewski  first  served  the  Church  of 
the  Transfiguration  as  assistant  pastor  and  a  year  later  was  transferred 
to  St.  Stanislaus  Church,  with  which  he  was  identified  for  two  years  in  a 
similar  capacity.  He  was  then  appointed  chaplain  of  the  order  of  Felcian 
Sisters  at  Cheektowaga,  New  York,  and  two  years  later  became  pastor 
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of  the  Church  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  Batavia,  this  state,  where  he  spent 
five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Lackawanna  and 
has  since  had  charge  of  the  Church  of  Santa  Barbara,  which  was  founded 
in  1903  by  Rev.  Schulca,  who  became  its  first  pastor.  The  next  pastor, 
Father  Garstka,  was  followed  by  Rev.  Leonard  Podlewski  and  he  in  turn 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Radziszewski,  who  is  capably  and  successfully 
carrying  forward  the  work  of  his  predecessors.  The  parish  was  started 
in  1903  and  dedicated  in  1904.  At  present  the  church  and  school  are 
housed  in  one  building.  About  six  hundred  pupils  are  enrolled  in  the 
school  and  the  parish  has  approximately  thirty-five  hundred  souls.  The 
new  church,  which  is  being  ejected  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Rad¬ 
ziszewski,  was  started  in  April,  1930.  It  will  be  completed  in  February, 
1931,  and  will  be  dedicated  in  the  latter  part  of  May.  The  edifice  exempli¬ 
fies  the  Romanesque  style  of  architecture  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-four 
thousand  bricks  have  been  used  in  its  construction.  Beautiful  and  symme¬ 
trical,  the  church  will  be  a  credit  to  the  city  and  with  its  furnishings 
will  represent  an  expenditure  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  The  rectory,  which  was  erected  by  Rev.  Radziszewski  in 
1923  at  a  cost  of  thirty-four  thousand  dollars,  is  a  very  handsome  residence 
and  in  keeping  with  the  beautiful  church  now  under  construction.  His 
capacity  for  the  administration  of  church  affairs  is  well  known  and  his 
religious  instruction  has  been  a  tangible  force  for  good  in  every  community 
which  he  has  served.  His  whole  heart  is  in  his  work  and  he  has  ever 
been  the  unfailing  friend  and  counselor  of  his  parishioners,  setting  a 
notable  example  of  faith,  humility  and  gentleness  of  character. 


HENRY  ADSIT,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Henry  Adsit  is  numbered  among  Buffalo’s  able  and  well  known 
physicians  and  commands  a  large  practice.  He  is  greatly  esteemed  not 
only  for  his  professional  ability  and  success,  but  also  for  his  distinguished 
family  connections  and  for  his  gallant  war  record.  He  was  born  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1880,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and 
Susan  (Larkin)  Adsit,  the  former  born  in  Hornell,  New  York,  and  the 
latter  in  St.  Louis.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Martin  and  Esther 
(Charles)  Adsit,  the  former  having  come  with  his  uncle,  Colonel  Daven¬ 
port,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  to  the  Chemung  valley,  where  the  Colonel 
had  received  a  grant  of  land  in  recognition  of  his  military  services.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather,  Martin  Adsit,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Herkimer  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  Susan  Larkin  was  a  daughter 
of  Eli  H.  and  Susan  (Glasgow)  Larkin.  Her  father  was  an  old  resident 
of  St.  Louis  and  was  a  son  of  Eli  Larkin,  who  was  an  Irish  expatriate  due 
to  his  participation  in  a  rebellion  in  his  native  land.  He  first  settled  in 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  where  he  married  a  Miss  Ross,  and  later  moved 
to  St.  Louis,  where  he  established  the  first  tea  and  coffee  importing  house 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Collateral  relatives  were  the  Clarke  family, 
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of  which  George  Rogers  Clarke  was  a  member.  Dr.  Adsit  possessed  many 
mementoes  and  keepsakes  formerly  owned  by  George  Rogers  Clarke.  The 
Adsit  home  in  St.  Louis  is  now  owned  and  cared  for  by  the  Historical 
Society  of  St.  Louis.  Charles  Adsit,  father  of  the  Doctor,  served  in  the 
Confederate  Army  under  General  Stonewall  Jackson  during  the  Civil 
war,  and  was  wounded  and  captured  at  Malvern  Hill.  After  the  close 
of  hostilities  he  settled  in  San  Francisco,  and  later  shipped  on  a  clipper, 
of  which  he  eventually  became  mate.  He  retired  from  the  sea  and  settled 
in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  where  he  became  financial  agent  for  a  large  concern. 
Eventually  he  returned  to  the  United  States  and  became  associated  with 
a  company  operating  stage  lines  out  of  Sacramento,  California.  Return¬ 
ing  to  New  York  state,  he  became  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  at 
Hornell,  of  which  his  father  was  president.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  four  children :  Henry ;  Susan,  deceased ;  Lynn  M.,  deceased,  who 
was  a  mining  engineer ;  and  Mary,  the  wife  of  Harrison  Cook. 

Henry  Adsit  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  famous  school 
at  Harrow,  England,  later  attended  the  Hill  school  at  Pottstown,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  then  entered  Princeton  University,  from  which  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1902.  He  entered  the  medical 
college  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  at  Baltimore,  from  which  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  he  also  served  his  interneship 
and  took  post-graduate  work  there.  For  a  time  he  was  associated  in 
practice  there  with  Dr.  Hugh  Young,  and  then,  in  order  to  be  near  his 
mother,  who  was  ill,  removed  to  Hornell,  New  York,  where  he  engaged 
in  practice.  In  1912  he  came  to  Buffalo,  opened  an  office  and  was  meeting 
with  gratifying  success,  when  he  relinquished  his  practice  and  enlisted  in 
Troop  I,  First  New  York  Cavalry.  He  went  to  Texas  with  Troop  M,  First 
New  York  Cavalry,  as  a  first  lieutenant,  succeeding  Senator  Wadsworth, 
saw  active  border  service  during  1916  and  until  March,  1917,  when  he 
returned  home.  He  was  soon  sent  to  the  Bay  Ridge  cavalry  camp  and 
later  to  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Twenty-seventh  Division.  From  there  he  went  to  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma, 
where  he  remained  until  ordered  overseas.  In  France  his  contingent  was 
split  up  into  machine  gun  battalions  and  he  became  first  lieutenant  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Machine  Gun  Battalion.  He  saw  active  service  in 
the  Ypres  salient  and  the  battle  of  Wytschaete  Ridge,  after  which  he  was 
transferred  to  the  machine  gun  company  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
Infantry  Regiment,  on  the  Somme  river,  and  took  part  in  the  memorable 
tunnel  fight.  He  was  wounded  at  Ypres  by  a  bullet  and  also  by  a  hand 
grenade.  After  the  break  in  the  Hindenburg  line  he  saw  service  on  the 
Selle  river  and  while  there  a  shell  was  dropped  into  the  hole  where  he  and 
his  squad  leaders  were  and  five  out  of  the  seven  men  were  killed  outright. 
The  Doctor’s  leg  was  smashed  and  next  to  him  Murray  Boyer,  a  Harvard 
man,  was  killed,  his  face  being  entirely  blown  off.  Dr.  Adsit  was  taken 
to  a  base  hospital  and  later  to  London.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in 
April,  1919,  and  at  once  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  resumed  his  medi- 
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cal  practice,  in  which  success  in  abundant  measure  is  rewarding  his  efforts. 

Dr.  Adsit  served  for  three  years  on  the  executive  committee  of  the 
American  Legion,  and  during  the  early  period  after  the  war,  when  there 
was  but  little  organized  aid  for  soldiers,  he  was  selected  to  head  the  Dis¬ 
abled  American  Veterans.  He  personally  defrayed  the  expense  of  main¬ 
taining  a  farm  at  Wanakah,  where  disabled  soldiers  found  rest  and  health 
during  the  summer.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society,  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  American  Medical  Association, 
and  American  College  of  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Adsit  has  been  married  twice,  first  to  Miss  Susanna  Peachey 
Brown,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Wil¬ 
cox  and  Turner  (McFarlane)  Brown,  of  Richmond,  Virginia.  A  son  and  a 
daughter  were  born  to  this  marriage;  Wilcox  Brown  Adsit,  born  May  3, 
1909,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  graduated  from  Williams  College,  class  of 
1930;  and  Susan  Glasgow  Adsit,  who  is  an  art  student.  The  present  Mrs. 
Adsit  was  formerly  Miss  Eileen  Drysdale  Hodges,  of  Brantford,  Ontario, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  Hodges,  Esq.,  of  Waterford,  Ireland.  Dr.  Adsit’s 
residence  is  in  Ridgeway,  Ontario.  The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  earnest  pur¬ 
pose,  devoted  to  his  profession  and  genuinely  sympathetic  with  those  to 
whom  he  ministers.  He  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  in  this  city  and  those 
who  know  him  hold  him  in  high  esteem. 


NELSON  MANNING  REDFIELD 

Nelson  M.  Redfield,  who  has  practiced  law  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  for 
thirty-four  years,  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  January  21,  1866, 
and  attended  the  public  schools  of  Rochester,  a  private  school  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  the  LeRoy  Academic  Institute  and  Union  College,  of  Schenec¬ 
tady,  New  York.  He  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
from  Union  College  in  1887.  During  the  succeeding  eight  years,  he  was 
active  in  railroad  location  and  construction  in  Alabama,  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  and  in  the  development  of  the  mountain  region  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cumberland  Gap,  including  the  founding  of  the  city  of  Middlesboro, 
Kentucky.  During  this  period,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Kentucky. 
In  1896  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Buffalo  Law  School,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York  state 
in  1897.  From  that  year  until  1909,  he  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Frisbee  and  Redfield,  practicing  in  Buffalo.  During  the  past  twenty-two 
years,  he  has  practiced  alone  as  counsellor  at  law  in  corporation,  estate 
and  general  business  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County,  the 
New  York  State  and  the  American  Bar  Associations. 

Mr.  Redfield  was  married  January  8,  1914,  in  London,  England,  to 
Evangeline  Katherine  Fuller,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Evangeline 
(Sheffield)  Fuller,  of  Broadstairs,  county  of  Kent,  England. 

Mr.  Redfield  is  a  member  of  the  republican  party,  and  he  and  his  wife 
attend  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo.  They  reside  at 
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No.  36  Dorchester  road.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  Delta  Upsilon  college  fraternity, 
the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  New  York  State  Historical  Association, 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  other  organizations. 

Mr.  Redfield  traces  his  ancestry  on  both  sides  to  the  state  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  His  father,  Henry  S.  Redfield  (1829-1902),  was  a  lawyer  of 
Rochester,  New  York.  His  grandfather  was  Manning  Redfield  (1791- 
1850),  a  volunteer  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  a  resident  of  Manchester,  New 
York.  Peleg  Redfield  (1762-1852),  Mr.  Redfield’s  great-grandfather,  was 
born  in  Killingworth,  Connecticut,  served  in  the  Revolution,  and  moved 
to  western  New  York,  then  substantially  a  wilderness,  in  1800.  He  settled 
in  the  town  of  Manchester,  Ontario  county,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death.  Sarah  Hubbard  Redfield  (1836-1900),  the  mother  of  Nelson  M. 
Redfield,  was  a  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Mary  Hubbard  (Tryon)  Thayer, 
of  LeRoy,  New  York,  both  natives  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  who  came 
to  LeRoy  in  1829. 


EDWARD  RUSSELL  WERNER 

Edward  Russell  Werner,  who  is  now  superintendent  of  the  bureau  of 
parks  at  Niagara  Falls,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  city  since  the  year 
1905,  and  during  this  period  has  become  firmly  established  in  the  esteem 
and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  having  proved  a  capable  and  valuable 
man  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned  to  him,  whether 
in  public  or  private  employment.  Mr.  Werner  is  descended  from  a  proud 
ancestry,  many  of  whom  were  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
in  various  wars,  and  he  also  has  a  conspicuous  military  record  extending 
over  a  number  of  years. 

Edward  Russell  Werner  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  18,  1882, 
a  son  of  Dr.  William  A.  and  Esther  Anne  (Kemp)  Werner.  The  Doctor 
was  born  August  21,  1856,  in  a  log  cabin  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  and 
now  resides  at  Niles,  Ohio.  He  attended  the  public  schools,  and  then  took 
up  his  classical  and  medical  studies  at  Western  Reserve  University,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  received  both  his  Bachelor  of 
Arts  and  Doctor  of  Medicine  degrees.  For  a  time  prior  to  entering  the 
university,  he  was  principal  of  schools  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  in  which  city 
he  also  entered  the  active  practice  of  medicine.  In  1885  he  removed  to 
Austintown,  Ohio,  thence  to  Niles,  Ohio,  in  1899,  and  he  continues  in 
active  practice  with  outstanding  success.  He  is  now  serving  as  health 
commissioner  of  Niles;  is  a  republican  politically;  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church ;  and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  1880,  he 
married  Esther  Anne  Kemp,  who  also  was  born  in  a  log  cabin,  at  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Pennsylvania,  March  13,  1862,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rayen 
high  school  at  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Werner  is  the  daughter  of  Major 
Joseph  Ritner  Kemp,  who  commanded  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Heavy 
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Artillery.  She  was  only  two  years  old  when  her  father  took  her  and  her 
mother  to  the  field  of  hostilities  during  the  Civil  war,  and  they  remained 
close  behind  the  lines  to  be  near  him,  remaining  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Major  Kemp  served  in  McClellan’s  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  the  earlier 
years  of  the  war,  and  participated  in  some  of  the  most  important  cam¬ 
paigns  of  that  titanic  struggle  from  1861  to  1865.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  Edward  R.  Werner  was  William  Werner,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  had  gone  in  a 
prairie  schooner.  He  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  He  married  Lovina  Shira,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  also 
died  at  Youngstown.  On  the  maternal  side,  Edward  R.  Werner  is 
descended  from  Robert  Slemmons,  who  enlisted  from  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  fought  at  the  battles  of 
Trenton  and  Brandywine.  He  was  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
born  in  1753,  and  died  in  Lancaster  county.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  Joseph  Ritner  Kemp,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  about  1832,  and  died  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  He  was  a  veteran 
of  the  Civil  war,  and  a  member  of  a  number  of  select  military  organiza¬ 
tions  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  engaged  in  the  brokerage  and  insur¬ 
ance  business  in  New  York  city  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  and  later 
followed  similar  pursuits  in  Baltimore.  He  married  Mary  Magdalene 
Morrison,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  Niles,  Ohio.  Ed¬ 
ward  R.  Werner  is  the  first  of  four  children  born  to  his  parents,  the  others 
being  Helen,  Fred  E.,  and  Harold  D.  Helen  Werner  married  William 
Oscar  Endress,  who  died  in  1918,  and  she  now  resides  with  her  parents. 
Fred  E.  Werner  resides  at  Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  he  is  cost  accountant 
for  the  Mansfield  Steel  Company.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  hav¬ 
ing  served  overseas  as  a  battalion  sergeant-major,  and  he  was  the  first 
man  drafted  from  Niles,  Ohio.  He  was  examined  for  service  by  his 
father,  and  was  the  first  in  this  respect  also.  Harold  D.  Werner  lives  at 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  a  mechanical  engineer  for  the  General 
Electric  Company.  He  graduated  from  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  and  during  the  World  war  served  as  an  ensign  in  the  United 
States  Navy. 

Edward  R.  Werner  attended  the  public  schools  of  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  graduated  from  high  school  at  Niles,  Ohio,  with  the  class  of  1902.  He 
took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the  latter  school  in  1902-03,  and  then  for 
two  years  was  employed  by  the  General  Electric  Company  at  Niles.  In 
1905  he  came  to  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  held  positions  with  the  Niagara 
Falls  Power  Company  and  subsidiary  concerns  until  1924.  He  was  pro¬ 
moted  step  by  step  to  the  position  of  chief  operator  in  the  department  of 
operations.  In  1925  he  obtained  a  position  in  the  department  of  engineers 
of  this  city  and  in  1929  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  bureau  of 
parks,  which  is  his  present  incumbency,  and  in  which  capacity  he  has 
created  a  most  favorable  reputation  for  himself. 

Mr.  Werner  is  a  republican,  is  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Mahoning 
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Lodge,  No.  394,  at  Niles,  Ohio;  and  Niagara  Chapter,  No.  200,  and  Niagara 
Commandery,  No.  64,  at  Niagara  Falls.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Niagara 
Forestry  Association  also. 

On  November  22,  1909,  at  Niagara  Falls,  Mr.  Werner  was  married 
to  Miss  Blanche  Clifton,  who  was  born  at  Allandale,  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  two  children,  Helene  and  Esther,  who  are  now 
attending  the  Niagara  Falls  high  school. 

The  military  activities  of  Edward  R.  Werner  began  on  May  1,  1905, 
when  he  joined  the  New  York  National  Guard  as  a  member  of  Company 
E,  of  the  Third  Regiment.  He  was  promoted  from  private  to  the  rank  of 
first  lieutenant,  and  was  sent  to  the  Mexican  border,  in  which  campaign 
he  was  staff  sergeant  at  division  headquarters  under  Major-General 
O’Ryan.  He  served  on  the  border  from  June  to  October,  1916,  after 
which  he  was  returned  to  his  former  rank  in  the  National  Guard.  During 
the  World  war,  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  international  bridges  and  the 
state  barge  canal  of  New  York  from  Tonawanda  to  Middleport.  After 
the  signing  of  the  armistice  he  was  returned  to  his  original  status  in  the 
State  National  Guard,  and  was  commissioned  captain,  March  20,  1922. 
He  is  now  in  command  of  Company  A,  of  the  One  Hundred  Seventy-fourth 
Infantry  Regiment. 


FRANK  RUMSEY 

Forty  years  ago,  Frank  Rumsey  came  to  Buffalo  for  the  purpose  of 
practicing  law  and  has  resided  in  this  city  ever  since,  during  practically 
all  of  this  time  specializing  in  legal  work  for  railroad  corporations,  now 
being  solicitor  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  for  western  New 
York.  He  is  an  acknowledged  authority  upon  the  legal  aspects  of  rail¬ 
road  management,  his  information  having  been  acquired  by  almost  four 
decades  of  practical  experience  in  this  field.  Mr.  Rumsey  has  been  a 
notable  asset  to  the  corporations  which  he  has  served,  and  likewise  to 
the  city  in  which  he  lives,  for  he  has  consistently  manifested  those  quali¬ 
ties  which  are  typical  of  the  public-spirited  and  interested  citizen. 

Frank  Rumsey  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  July  16, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Emeline  (Bonstell)  Rumsey.  The  father 
was  born  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  was  a  merchant  in  the  village  of  Cattaraugus, 
New  York  for  a  considerable  time,  and  died  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1900.  He  was  a  democrat  and  held  a  number  of  public  offices.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Port  Byron,  New  York,  and  died  in  Cattaraugus  in 
1906.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  Bonstell  of  that  village.  Frank 
Rumsey  is  the  last  survivor  of  the  six  children  which  were  born  to  Hiram 
and  Emeline  Rumsey,  the  others  having  been :  Homer,  who  was  a  real 
estate  developer  of  Houston,  Texas;  Charles,  who  was  a  farmer  of  Cat¬ 
taraugus  county,  New  York;  Denzil,  who  died  in  young  manhood;  and  two 
sisters  who  died  in  infancy. 

Frank  Rumsey  received  his  education  at  the  Union  school  of  Cattarau- 
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gus,  and  the  Forestville  Academy  of  Forestville,  Chautauqua  county,  New 
York.  In  young  manhood  he  chose  the  law  as  his  life’s  work,  and  im¬ 
mediately  after  leaving  the  academy  he  began  to  read  law  in  the  office 
of  Hiram  M.  Herrick  at  Cattaraugus,  and  later  studied  in  the  office  of 
Carey  &  Jewell  at  Olean,  New  York.  In  1879,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  New  York  state,  and  began  practice  at  Olean,  where  he  remained 
until  1889  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Carey,  Jewell  &  Rumsey.  He  then 
came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  established  a  law  office,  but  retained  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  old  law  firm  at  Olean  for  several  years  thereafter.  In 
1892,  his  ability  as  an  attorney  having  received  wide  recognition,  he  was 
appointed  general  solicitor  of  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  with  offices  at  Buffalo.  He  held  this  position  until  August,  • 
1900,  when  the  company  was  taken  over  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  which  he  has  since  represented  in  a  similar  capacity,  with 
western  New  York  as  his  territory,  finding  it  necesasry  to  confine  his 
legal  activities  to  the  interests  of  this  great  railroad  corporation. 

Mr.  Rumsey’s  political  creed  is  that  of  the  democratic  party,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  stanch  supporter  for  many  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  numerous  other 
organizations  including  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association.  His  diversions  in  life  are  indicated  by  his  en¬ 
thusiasm  for  gardening  and  for  motor  touring. 


ARTHUR  WILLIAM  KREINHEDER 

On  October  2,  1930,  in  Buffalo,  occurred  the  death  of  one  of  the  city’s 
most  successful  business  men  and  brilliant  political  leaders.  His  active 
connection  in  municipal  affairs  covered  a  period  of  eight  years,  but  these 
were  years  of  signal  achievement,  during  which  time  he  encountered  op¬ 
position  but  became  all  the  stronger  therefor  and  labored  even  more 
earnestly  for  his  principles  and  their  adoption  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  Buffalo  Evening  News,  in  its  issue  of  October  3,  1930,  com¬ 
mented  editorially  as  follows :  “The  death  of  Arthur  W.  Kreinheder  re¬ 
moves  a  man  who  was  once  one  of  the  principal  figures  in  the  experiment 
with  the  commission  plan  of  government  during  its  early  and  most  credit¬ 
able  stages.  He  was  one  of  the  first  group  of  councilmen  elected  under 
the  commission  charter,  and  was  given  charge  of  the  all  important  de¬ 
partment  of  public  works.  He  carried  on  the  work  of  the  department  for 
the  next  eight  years.  Mr.  Kreinheder  was  by  birth  and  education  a  Buffalo 
product,  and  was  a  successful  business  man  in  private  life.”  He  was  born, 
December  13,  1875,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Mary  (Oscheutz) 
Kreinheder,  likewise  natives  of  Buffalo,  and  of  German  descent.  The 
father  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  for  many  years  operated  a  plan¬ 
ing  mill  on  Genesee  street.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1898. 

Arthur  W.  Kreinheder  attended  the  St.  Andrew’s  Lutheran  school  of 
Buffalo  and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  Having  completed 
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his  studies  in  the  latter,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Buffalo  Forge  Com¬ 
pany  for  a  short  time,  then  entered  his  father’s  business,  the  company 
title  being  Kreinheder  &  Flierl.  He  remained  with  the  firm  until  his 
father’s  death,  at  which  time  he  was  general  manager.  In  1898,  with  his 
brother,  the  late  Robert  Kreinheder,  he  organized  the  Standard  Hard¬ 
wood  Lumber  Company  and  acted  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  this  or¬ 
ganization  for  about  twenty-seven  years,  or  until  he  resigned,  retiring 
from  active  participation  in  business  affairs. 

Mr.  Kreinheder  was  a  member  of  the  first  council,  consisting  of  five 
men,  to  serve  under  the  old  commission  form  of  government.  He  acted 
two  terms  as  a  member  of  this  council,  and  in  each  term  was  named  com¬ 
missioner  of  public  works.  He  took  offifce  in  January,  1916,  when  this 
first  commission  council  met  in  the  city  hall.  There  was  strong  rivalry 
for  the  important  post  of  commissioner  of  public  works,  Mr.  Kreinheder’s 
opponent  having  been  Charles  M.  Heald.  The  former  had  polled  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  votes  in  the  general  election,  and  his  friends  gave  him 
strong  support  in  the  contest.  After  a  turbulent  session,  Mr.  Kreinheder 
received  the  honor,  Mr.  Heald  becoming  commissioner  of  public  affairs. 
Louis  P.  Fuhrmann  was  then  mayor  of  the  city;  Charles  B.  Hill,  commis¬ 
sioner  of  finance;  and  John  F.  Malone,  commissioner  of  parks. 

Four  years  later,  Mr.  Kreinheder  again  occupied  the  center  of  the 
political  controversy.  He  had  been  reelected  to  the  council,  but  his  right  to 
the  position  of  commissioner  of  public  works  was  challenged  by  Frank  C. 
Perkins,  who  had  just  been  elected  for  the  first  time,  and  based  his  claims 
on  the  fact  that  he  was  an  engineer.  Mr.  Kreinheder’s  previous  service, 
with  its  demonstrated  efficiency,  again  brought  him  the  appointment.  His 
activities  as  commissioner  of  public  works  will  always  stand  out  in  the 
municipal  record  of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  During  his  incumbency,  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  four  million  dollar  filtration  plant  was  started  and  also  the  Sca- 
jaquada  creek  drain  improvement  project.  He  was  departmental  head 
during  the  period  of  the  United  States’  participation  in  the  World  war, 
when  the  shortage  of  labor  and  material  seriously  curtailed  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  civic  program.  During  the  lengthy  illness  of  Mayor  George  S. 
Buck,  Mr.  Kreinheder  acted  as  chief  executive  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and 
while  in  this  position  directed  an  extensive  investigation  into  the  affairs 
and  workings  of  the  police  department.  Until  within  a  few  months  of 
his  death,  Mr.  Kreinheder  was  very  much  interested  in  the  Buffalo  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce.  He  was  a  member  of  a  number  of  other  organizations, 
including  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  J.  E.  W.  S.,  of  which  he  was  a  life  mem¬ 
ber,  and  the  Cult  of  the  White  Buffalo,  which  he  assisted  in  organizing. 
After  his  retirement  from  the  lumber  business,  to  which  he  gave  so  much 
of  his  life,  he  took  time  for  travel  and  diversion,  including  a  trip  through 
Europe  in  1926.  Efforts  were  made  to  induce  him  to  return  to  the  political 
arena,  but  he  refused. 

On  September  7,  1898,  Mr.  Kreinheder  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
Stillinger,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  George  N.  and  Eliza  (Sattler)  Still- 
inger,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  in  the 
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grocery  business  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kreinheder  became  the  parents 
of  four  children.  Millard  R.  Kreinheder,  the  oldest  of  the  children,  was 
born  November  30,  1899,  and  attended  school  No.  54  and  Masten  Park 
high  school,  and  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1922.  He  is  now 
associated  with  the  Kobler  &  Miller  Furniture  Company.  In  1923,  he 
married  Ada  Kobler  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children:  Millard  Rob¬ 
ert  and  Ada  Jane.  Mildred  G.  Kreinheder,  who  was  educated  in  school 
No.  54,  the  Masten  Park  high  school,  and  Miss  Marshall’s  School  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania.  Eleanor  E.,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months. 
Irma  C.  Kreinheder  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  54,  the  Masten  Park 
high  school,  and  the  Albright  Art  School,  following  which  she  took  a  sec¬ 
retarial  course  in  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association  and  is  now 
associated  with  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Kreinheder 
resides  with  her  daughters  at  104  Crescent  avenue  in  Buffalo,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Parkside  Lutheran  Church. 


CHARLES  H.  DIEFENDORF 

Charles  H.  Diefendorf,  vice  president  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company, 
is  well  known  among  Buffalo’s  younger  bank  officials,  and  while  a  man 
of  but  middle  age,  he  has  had  an  identification  of  nearly  twenty  years 
with  the  city’s  leading  financial  institution,  where  he  started  as  a  mes¬ 
senger  boy  and  has  passed  his  entire  business  career.  He  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1890,  a  son  of  Warren  and  Caroline  J. 
(Haas)  Diefendorf,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state,  the  for¬ 
mer  born  at  Phoenix  and  the  latter  in  Buffalo.  The  progenitor  of  the 
Diefendorf  family  in  America  arrived  here  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk  valley.  His  son  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Charles 
H.  Diefendorf  removed  from  Fort  Plain  to  Phoenix,  New  York,  and  in 
1880  settled  in  Buffalo.  The  maternal  grandparents,  who  came  from 
Alsace-Lorraine,  settled  in  Buffalo  in  1830.  Warren  Diefendorf,  the 
father  of  C.  H.  Diefendorf,  became  a  member  of  Company  D  of  the  City 
Guards,  a  famous  local  military  organization  of  early  days.  He  was 
endowed  with  unusual  dramatic  ability  and  became  one  of  the  best  known 
actors  of  his  time  in  Buffalo.  In  those  days  it  was  customary  for  local 
talent  to  supply  the  cast  of  performers  for  visiting  stars  of  the  stage.  In 
this  way  Mr.  Diefendorf  supported  Edwin  Booth,  Lawrence  Barrett  and 
other  famous  players,  and  later  traveled  with  companies  on  tour.  He  and 
his  wife  had  two  sons :  Charles  H.  and  Seir  A. 

Charles  H.  Diefendorf  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  after  putting  aside  his  textbooks  entered  business  life  in  the 
employ  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  as  a  messenger.  Subsequently  he 
rose  to  the  position  of  assistant  treasurer  and  in  1925  was  advanced  to 
the  vice  presidency,  in  charge  of  the  investments  department,  the  duties 
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of  which  responsible  position  he  is  discharging  in  a  very  capable  manner. 
Among  his  other  business  and  financial  connections,  he  is  a  director  of 
the  Curtiss- Wright  Corporation,  a  director  of  the  General  Baking  Com¬ 
pany  and  of  the  National  Investors  Group.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  governors  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange. 

Mr.  Diefendorf  married  Miss  Charlotte  Wilke,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Nax)  Wilke,  and  they  have  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Charlotte 
and  David  Charles.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diefendorf  are  earnest  members  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
in  which  he  has  received  the  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite  and  is  a  Shriner. 
In  club  circles  he  is  well  known,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the 
Saturn  Club,  the  Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and 
the  American  Legion.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  war,  for  which  he 
enlisted  in  September,  1917,  as  a  private.  He  was  sent  to  Camp  Dix, 
where  he  was  made  a  first  sergeant,  and  went  overseas  with  the  Three 
Hundred  and  Ninth  Infantry  Regiment,  landing  in  England  on  June  4, 
1918.  He  was  soon  sent  to  France,  attended  a  training  school  for  officers 
at  Langres,  was  commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  on  October  1,  1918,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  Fifty-eighth  Infantry  Regiment,  Fourth  Division. 
He  served  in  the  Argonne  and  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice  with  the 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany.  Returning,  he  arrived  in  New  York, 
August  1,  1919.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  judgment,  and  his 
knowledge  of  investment  securities  has  brought  him  the  reputation  of 
being  an  authority  in  that  branch  of  banking  circles.  Mr.  Diefendorf’s 
residence  is  at  216  Woodbridge  avenue. 


HOWARD  SULLIVAN 

The  record  of  Howard  Sullivan,  a  vice  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  and  one  of  the  community’s  most  representative  citizens,  has 
been  one  of  achievement  and  success,  based  on  true  ability  and  willing¬ 
ness  to  work.  Few  men  have  begun  to  earn  a  livelihood  under  more  hum¬ 
ble  circumstances  than  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  it  may  be  truthfully  said  that 
few  men  have  so  improved  the  opportunities  offered  to  them.  He  is  an 
excellent  type  of  the  self-educated  and  self-reliant  American,  with  a  high 
conception  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen,  and  his  obligations  to  his  fellows 
and  to  his  family. 

Howard  Sullivan  was  born  at  Palmyra,  Ohio,  June  3,  1889,  a  son  of 
William  and  Anna  (Hopes)  Sullivan.  William  Sullivan  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  died  at  Palmyra,  February  5,  1899,  while  his  wife  was  a  native  of 
Staffordshire,  England,  and  died  at  Palmyra  January  28,  1899. 

Howard  Sullivan  attended  the  old  No.  11  public  school  at  Buffalo, 
under  the  principalship  of  Major  Stowits,  and  later  studied  at  Central 
high  school  at  nights.  Lack  of  money  handicapped  him  in  securing  an 
academic  education,  as  he  was  forced  to  seek  employment.  However,  he 
has  always  been  a  student,  ever  alert  to  the  opportunity  for  mental  im- 
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provement  and  development  along  lines  of  progress.  His  first  work  was 
selling  newspapers,  which  task  he  performed  while  attending  school.  He 
then  became  an  employee  of  the  old  Frontier  Telephone  Company,  first  as 
an  office  boy,  then  as  a  lineman  and  cable  splicer,  then  in  the  commercial 
department,  where  he  eventually  became  managing  head.  He  was  holding 
this  position  in  1918,  when  the  company  was  merged  with  the  Bell  Tele¬ 
phone  Company.  Mr.  Sullivan  then  became  associated  with  the  Peoples 
Bank  of  Buffalo  as  a  bookkeeper,  and  there  remained  for  eight  months. 
In  company  with  Edward  A.  Duerr,  a  former  associate  in  the  Peoples 
Bank  and  then  state  bank  examiner,  Mr.  Sullivan  evolved  the  idea  of 
establishing  a  bank  in  South  Buffalo,  the  need  for  such  an  institution  in 
that  locality  appearing  to  be  an  imperative  one.  Accordingly,  they  organ¬ 
ized  the  Southside  Bank  of  Buffalo,  the  directors  and  stockholders  all  hav¬ 
ing  been  citizens  of  South  Buffalo.  Mr.  Sullivan  became  cashier  of  the 
new  bank,  and  held  this  position  until  1925,  at  which  time  the  Southside 
Bank  was  merged  with  the  Community  National  Bank  and  he  became 
vice  president  of  the  latter  organization.  In  June,  1929,  the  Community 
National  Bank  merged  with  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  and  Mr.  Sulli¬ 
van  was  made  one  of  the  vice  presidents  of  the  last-named  institution, 
which  position  he  now  retains,  being  in  the  branch  department. 

Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Evangelical 
Reformed  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  846,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Buffalo  Consistory,  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

On  September  24,  1908,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  married  to  Miss 
Carrie  Reiter,  a  native  of  South  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sophia 
(Roell)  Reiter.  Mrs.  Sullivan,  who  is  a  graduate  of  public  school  No.  27 
at  Buffalo,  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  the  St. 
Paul’s  Evangelical  Reformed  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  have  be¬ 
come  the  parents  of  four  children:  Howard,  Jr.,  born  August  13,  1909, 
who  graduated  at  South  Park  high  school  and  the  American  Institute  of 
Banking,  and  is  now  a  teller  with  the  East  Side  National  Bank;  Irving 
W.,  born  May  4,  1917;  Doris  E.,  born  January  30,  1919;  and  Earl  R., 
who  died  May  30,  1916,  at  the  age  of  two  months. 


GEORGE  THEODORE  BALLACHEY 

Important  trusts  have  been  reposed  in  George  Theodore  Ballachey, 
who  figures  prominently  in  business  circles  of  Buffalo  as  manager  of  the 
estate  of  Bronson  C.  Rumsey,  and  is  one  of  the  useful  and  influential 
citizens  whom  Canada  has  furnished  to  the  United  States.  Born  in  Brant¬ 
ford,  Ontario,  January  23,  1875,  he  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  H. 
(Good)  Ballachey,  the  former  of  English  and  the  latter  of  Irish  lineage. 
The  Ballachey  family  is  of  Greek  origin  and  the  name  signifies  “the 
thrower  of  the  javelin.”  George  Theodore  Ballachey  is  sixth  in  line  of 
descent  from  Panayoti  Ballachey,  who,  after  serving  as  an  officer  in  the 
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army  of  Greece,  went  to  England,  where  he  founded  the  family  in 
1794.  Later  he  toured  the  continent  and  was  known  as  “the  champion 
swordsman  of  Europe.”  George  Ballachey,  the  grandfather  of  George  T. 
Ballachey,  was  an  English  barrister,  who  emigrated  to  Canada  in  his  later 
years  and  lived  retired  in  Ontario  until  his  death.  His  son,  Samuel  Bal¬ 
lachey,  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years  and  is  now  living  retired  in 
Paisley,  Ontario.  He  has  long  survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in 
1896.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Allen  and  Eliza  (Carroll)  Good,  of  Cork, 
Ireland,  the  latter  a  relative  of  the  noted  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  from 
1789  until  1791  served  as  United  States  senator  from  Maryland. 

Reared  in  his  native  province,  George  T.  Ballachey  attended  the  public 
school  of  Paisley,  Ontario,  until  he  was  a  lad  of  fourteen,  when  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  home  farm,  which  he  left  about  eight  months  later,  and  in 
December,  1889,  came  to  Buffalo.  Here  he  secured  work  as  office  boy 
in  the  store  of  W.  H.  Glenny  Sons  &  Company,  dealers  in  crockery,  china 
and  silverware,  with  whom  he  continued  for  five  years.  The  experience 
thus  gained  qualified  him  for  the  position  of  cashier  with  the  insurance 
firm  of  CL  B.  Armstrong  &  Company — an  association  that  was  also  main¬ 
tained  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  became  manager 
of  the  Jewett  M.  Richmond  estate,  thus  serving  for  fifteen  years,  and 
since  1915  has  had  charge  of  the  estate  of  Bronson  C.  Rumsey.  With  an 
aptitude  for  successful  management,  Mr.  Ballachey  has  supervised  the 
property,  manifesting  broad  vision  in  directing  the  interests  which  he 
represents.  He  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Ozark  Plateau  Land 
Company,  the  Chipmonk  Land  Company,  the  Colvin  Park  Homes  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  the  Park  Garden  Homes  Corporation,  while  of  the  Valley  Farms 
Corporation  he  is  vice  president.  His  wisdom,  ability  and  integrity  are 
well  known  and  he  has  acted  as  executor  of  many  estates,  as  agent  for 
the  care  of  property  and  as  the  business  adviser  of  many  individuals, 
faithfully  and  efficiently  performing  every  service  required  of  him. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1916,  Mr.  Ballachey  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Mrs.  Florence  (Oswald)  Maw,  who  was  the  widow  of  Edmund  Maw  and 
who  passed  away  in  this  city  January  4,  1919.  Mr.  Ballachey  has  a 
daughter,  Edith,  born  April  17,  1917,  and  now  a  student  at  a  boarding 
school  for  girls  at  Ossining,  New  York.  His  residence  is  at  250  Elmwood 
avenue,  Buffalo,  and  Mr.  Ballachey  has  his  office  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the 
Ellicott  Square  building. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ballachey  is  a  republican,  and  fraternally  he  is  a  Mason, 
identified  with  Queen  City  Lodge,  No.  358,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo;  Keystone 
Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consis¬ 
tory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  Along  social 
lines  he  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park 
Club,  the  Automobile  Club  and  the  Rotary  Club.  In  movements  for  the  ma¬ 
terial,  intellectual,  cultural  and  moral  advancement  of  his  city  Mr.  Bal¬ 
lachey  has  long  been  a  leading  spirit  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
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Commerce,  the  Real  Estate  Exchange,  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  a  life  member  of  both  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  and  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Library  Association,  a  past  president  of  the  Philharmonic  Chorus,  and 
is  serving  on  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Symphony  Society.  He  is  also  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  has  frequently  been  chosen  to 
serve  on  committees  of  the  various  organizations  to  which  he  belongs.  His 
deep  interest  in  religious  and  welfare  work  is  expressed  as  a  vestryman  of 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  as  secretary  of  the  Erie  County  Bible  Asso¬ 
ciation,  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Council  of  Churches,  president  of 
the  Seamen’s  Home  Association  and  a  member  of  the  executive  committees 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew  and  the  Laymen’s  Missionary  League 
and  a  member  of  the  Diocesan  Missionary  Board.  A  man  of  high  stand¬ 
ards  and  force  of  character,  Mr.  Ballachey  has  constantly  broadened  the 
scope  of  his  activities,  which  have  touched  life  at  many  points,  and  few 
careers  have  matched  his  in  service  to  the  city. 


ANDREW  JEROME  RICH 

High  on  the  roll  of  Buffalo’s  honored  dead  is  written  the  name  of  An¬ 
drew  Jerome  Rich,  who  represented  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in 
this  city  and  in  his  life  exemplified  the  sterling  traits  of  his  pioneer  for¬ 
bears.  Born  in  Buffalo,  July  26,  1854,  he  was  a  son  of  Andrew  Jackson 
Rich  and  a  grandson  of  Gaius  Barrett  Rich.  Of  English  origin,  early  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  name  adopted  as  their  motto  “Garde  la  foy,”  signifying 
“Guard  the  faith,”  and  from  generation  to  generation  this  has  constituted 
the  guiding  principle  of  members  of  the  Rich  family.  Among  its  distin¬ 
guished  representatives  were  Richard  Rich,  who  was  lord  chancellor  of 
England  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  and  Robert  Rich,  earl  of  War¬ 
wick. 

Settling  in  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1811,  when  a  young  man  of 
twenty-one,  Gaius  Barrett  Rich  built  the  first  frame  house  and  erected 
the  first  flouring  mill  in  that  young  village.  He  then  removed  to  Attica, 
New  York,  and  afterward  established  the  Bank  of  Attica,  which  he 
brought  to  Buffalo  with  him  in  1840.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  this  city 
he  built  a  handsome  home  at  Main  and  Barker  streets.  This  mansion,  on  a 
deep  lot,  with  two  hundred  feet  of  frontage  on  Main  street,  was  the  last 
word  in  residential  construction  in  those  early  days.  Gaius  Barrett  Rich 
and  his  wife,  Aphia  (Salisbury)  Rich,  were  two  of  the  forty  members  who 
left  the  “Old  First”  to  found  the  North  Presbyterian  Church  in  Main 
street,  now  the  site  of  a  theater.  Members  of  the  Rich  family  contributed 
largely  to  the  building  of  the  handsome  stone  church  which  replaced  the 
old  brick  edifice  where  Jenny  Lind  once  sang  and  where  the  Grande  Duke 
Alexis  of  Russia  and  his  suite  attended  Sunday  school.  Deeply  interested 
in  all  civic  projects  and  institutions  of  worth,  Gaius  B.  Rich  gave  to  the 
Buffalo  General  Hospital  a  week  before  his  death  a  check  for  two  thousand 
dollars,  a  most  generous  sum  at  that  time.  He  also  made  liberal  donations 
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of  money  to  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  the  Buffalo  Orphan 
Asylum,  the  North  Church  in  its  early  financial  struggles,  and  to  many 
unfortunates  in  want  or  in  need  of  a  helping  hand.  His  family  numbered 
two  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows:  Edward  Salisbury;  Andrew 
Jackson;  Annette,  who  married  Elbridge  Gerry  Spaulding;  Sarah,  who 
married  Hamilton  White,  president  of  the  Onondaga  Bank  of  Syracuse, 
became  the  mother  of  Hamilton  White,  Jr.,  and  was  related  to  Horace 
White  and  Andrew  D.  White,  at  one  time  ambassador  to  Germany;  Har¬ 
riet,  who  married  Eugene  Mulligan;  and  Martha,  who  married  Charles 
Townsend. 

Andrew  Jackson  Rich,  born  in  1823,  followed  in  his  father’s  footsteps. 
When  Gaius  Barrett  Rich  retired  from  the  presidency  of  the  Bank  of 
Attica,  Andrew  Jackson  Rich  succeeded  him  in  the  office  and  remained  at 
the  head  of  that  flourishing  financial  institution  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years,  while  he  was  on  his  way  to 
attend  the  opera  in  New  York  city  in  company  with  his  wife  and  sister. 
To  him  Buffalo  owed  many  a  financial  tide-over  in  the  time  when  enter¬ 
prise  required  a  backing  to  further  a  good  cause.  Like  his  father,  he  was 
a  man  of  broad  sympathies  and  benevolent  impulses  and  contributed  lib¬ 
erally  of  his  time,  energy  and  means  to  many  civic  and  charitable  enter¬ 
prises.  The  brick  mansion  which  he  erected  in  the  early  ’50s  at  Main  and 
Tupper  streets  was  patterned  after  the  home  of  his  boyhood.  While  this 
commodious  dwelling  was  under  construction  the  family  lived  in  a  historic 
old  house  built  by  Benjamin  Rathbun  in  the  ’30s — a  typical  colonial  mam 
sion  on  the  east  side  of  Niagara  street,  between  Mohawk  and  Georgia. 
In  1846  Mr.  Rich  married  Miss  Mary  Winslow  Townsend,  a  daughter  of 
Judge  Charles  Townsend,  who,  with  his  partners,  George  Coit,  Oliver  For¬ 
ward  and  Samuel  Wilkeson,  mortgaged  his  private  property  to  the  state 
to  gain  the  twelve  thousand  dollars  necessary  to  build  the  first  Buffalo 
harbor.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Rich  were  prominent  in  the  social  life  of 
the  city,  frequently  entertaining  their  many  friends,  and  their  home  was 
noted  for  its  hospitality.  They  were  members  of  the  North  Presbyterian 
Church  and  took  a  deep  and  helpful  interest  in  its  work. 

Their  son,  Charles  Townsend  Rich,  married  the  beautiful  Ina  Belle 
Lewis,  of  Lockport,  New  York,  who  died  a  year  later,  and  two  years  after¬ 
ward  he  passed  away.  Their  infant  daughter,  Mary  Belle,  was  adopted 
and  tenderly  cared  for  by  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Andrew  Jackson  Rich. 

Gaius  Barrett  Rich,  the  second  son,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Jackson 
Rich,  represented  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in  financial  circles 
of  this  city,  serving  as  president  of  the  Buffalo  Commercial  Bank  for¬ 
merly  known  as  the  Bank  of  Attica.  Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  he 
was  sagacious,  farsighted  and  capable  and  occupied  an  enviable  position 
in  banking  circles  of  Buffalo.  In  1871  he  joined  the  New  York  National 
Guard,  becoming  a  first  lieutenant  and  aide-de-camp.  One  promotion  fol¬ 
lowed  another  and  in  January,  1888,  he  was  appointed  paymaster  general 
and  brigadier  general  by  Grover  Cleveland  and  Governor  Hill.  General 
Rich  early  become  identified  with  the  old  volunteer  fire  department  of 
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Buffalo,  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  a  life 
member  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  and  a  trustee  of  the 
North  Presbyterian  Church.  During  the  Pan-American  year  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  was  also  called  to  the  presidency  of  the  Buffalo 
Canoe  Club,  and  was  a  Mason  in  high  standing.  He  married  Miss  Cornelia 
Perrine,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Perrine,  who  later  married  Mrs.  Oscar  Fol¬ 
som,  mother  of  Frances  Folsom.  Therefore  Mrs.  G.  Barrett  Rich  (II) 
was  a  step-sister  of  Mrs.  Grover  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Rich  was  a  graduate 
of  Elmira  College.  After  her  marriage  she  became  interested  in  church 
and  charitable  work  and  for  many  years  she  served  on  the  board  of  man¬ 
agers  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless. 

Andrew  Jerome  Rich,  the  youngest  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Mary 
(Townsend)  Rich,  was  born  in  the  old  Rich  mansion  at  Main  and  Tupper 
streets  and  after  attending  Professor  Briggs’  famous  classical  school  he 
traveled  for  some  time,  thus  broadening  his  education. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1903,  Mr.  Rich  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss 
Alice  Norman  Parmelee,  a  daughter  of  Horace  Hall  and  Marietta  (Jones) 
Parmelee,  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  who  were  married  in  the  Granite 
state.  Her  great-grandfather,  Major  Ezra  Jones  of  Revolutionary  times, 
was  a  framer  of  the  constitution  of  New  Hampshire,  was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  built  one  of  the  best  homes  in  Claremont,  New  Hampshire.  Roys 
Jones,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Rich,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire. 
Horace  H.  Parmelee,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Rich,  erected  the  first  brick  store 
in  Charlestown,  New  Hampshire.  On  coming  to  Buffalo  he  embarked  in  the 
hardware  business  here,  erecting  a  building  on  Main  street,  where  he  con¬ 
ducted  his  mercantile  affairs  for  many  years.  This  establishment  after¬ 
ward  became  the  first  Flint  &  Kent  store.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich  became  the 
parents  of  a  son,  Andrew  Jerome  (III),  known  as  “Jerry,”  who  was  born 
March  26,  1904,  and  to  him  was  accorded  the  unusual  distinction  of  having 
the  flag  of  the  Saturn  Club  raised  at  his  birth,  his  father  having  become 
one  of  the  popular  members  of  that  organization.  After  attending  the 
Nichols  School  in  Buffalo  the  son  was  a  student  at  Union  College  and  is 
now  engaged  in  investment  banking,  selling  high  grade  securities.  Al¬ 
though  young  in  years,  he  has  already  demonstrated  a  special  talent  for 
financial  affairs  and  ably  sustains  the  traditions  of  the  family  in  this  re¬ 
spect.  He  belongs  to  the  Saturn  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club  and 
greatly  enjoys  outdoor  sports.  He  is  an  expert  shot  and  also  excels  in 
squash  and  golf. 

In  addition  to  his  connection  with  the  Saturn  Club  of  which  he  was  a 
charter  member,  Andrew  Jerome  Rich  (I)  was  identified  with  the  old  Elli- 
cott  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  and  had  a  life 
membership  in  the  Buffalo  Public  Library.  One  of  his  hobbies  was  the 
accumulation  of  badges  and  in  order  that  others  interested  in  the  same 
subject  might  have  the  privilege  of  seeing  his  large  collection  he  gave  it 
to  the  Buffalo  Museum.  He  was  deeply  attached  to  his  city  and  his  sup¬ 
port  could  always  be  counted  upon  in  the  furtherance  of  plans  and  projects 
for  its  advancement  and  betterment.  By  nature  he  was  modest,  sincere 
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and  genial,  readily  winning  friends,  and  his  death  on  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1908,  was  deeply  regretted  by  all  with  whom  he  was  associated.  Mrs. 
Rich  lives  with  her  son  at  282  Linwood  avenue,  Buffalo,  where  she  has 
resided  since  she  was  four  years  of  age,  occupying  the  old  Parmelee  home. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club,  the  State  Historical  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  Old  Fort  Niagara  Association.  Finding  keen  enjoyment 
in  travel  she  has  visited  many  places  of  interest  in  this  country  and  all 
parts  of  the  globe,  thus  enlarging  her  outlook  upon  life.  Like  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  has  a  deep  and  abiding  affection  for  her  city  and  state  and  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  events  that  have  shaped  their  history. 


BERTHA  M.  CUDEBEC 

As  librarian  of  the  Niagara  Falls  public  library,  Miss  Bertha  M.  Cude- 
bec  has  achieved  recognition  as  one  of  the  most  capable  and  successful 
members  of  her  profession  in  western  New  York.  She  has  occupied  her 
present  position  since  1920,  and  during  this  period  the  outstanding  deve¬ 
lopment  of  the  institution  in  all  its  departments  is  attributable  to  the 
intelligent  and  expert  management  of  Miss  Cudebec.  She  took  up  the 
work  equipped  with  an  excellent  and  thorough  education  and  training  for 
her  tasks  and  with  a  broad  experience  in  similar  responsible  posts  in  other 
cities.  She  is  likewise  an  active  worker  in  local  affairs,  and  enjoys  a  per¬ 
sonal  popularity  won  by  her  gracious  and  kindly  cooperation  with  her 
fellow  citizens. 

Bertha  M.  Cudebec  was  born  at  Seneca  Falls,  Seneca  county,  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  Orlando  and  Katherine  (Van  Ness)  Cudebec.  Her 
father  was  born  May  1,  1848,  near  Nunda,  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
and  died  at  Rochester,  New  York,  February  15,  1913.  He  was  reared  at 
Nunda,  and  went  to  Seneca  Falls  when  a  young  man,  there  marrying. 
He  was  a  contractor  and  builder  by  occupation,  and  was  associated  with 
the  Rogers  Lumber  Company  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1912  he  removed 
to  Rochester,  New  York,  and  there  engaged  in  the  contracting  and  build¬ 
ing  business  until  his  death.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
very  successful  in  business  and  was  a  highly  respected  citizen.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  was  a  republican,  and  at  one  time  was  a  supervisor  of  Livingston 
county.  In  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  he  was  an  ardent  worker. 
Katherine  Van  Ness,  who  became  his  wife,  was  born  at  Seneca  Falls,  New 
York,  April  18,  1863,  and  died  at  Rochester,  New  York,  January  8,  1918. 
To  them  were  born  four  children,  as  follows:  Frank  and  Delbert,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Bertha  M.;  and  Marian,  who  died  in  1918,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Bertha  M.  Cudebec  was  Elias  Cudebec, 
who  was  born  near  Nunda,  New  York,  and  there  resided  during  his  life. 
He  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  was  the  father  of  sixteen  children.  He 
married  a  native  of  New  York  state  who  died  near  Nunda.  On  the 
paternal  side  of  Miss  Cudebec’s  family,  five  brothers  were  soldiers  in  the 
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Revolutionary  war.  They  came  to  this  country  from  the  province  of 
Caudebec,  France.  On  the  maternal  side,  also  on  her  father’s  mother’s 
side,  Miss  Cudebec  is  of  Holland  Dutch  descent. 

Bertha  M.  Cudebec  attended  the  public  schools  of  Seneca  Falls,  New 
York,  and  was  graduated  from  high  school  there  in  the  year  1906.  She 
then  engaged  in  teaching  school  at  Torrington,  Connecticut,  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  after  which  she  entered  the  University  of  Rochester,  and 
in  1914  received  her  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  this  institution. 
She  likewise  was  accorded  membership  in  the  honorary  scholarship  frater¬ 
nity,  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  Following  her  graduation,  Miss  Cudebec  was  an 
assistant  in  the  Rochester  public  library  for  one  year,  then  for  two  years 
attended  the  New  York  State  Library  School,  now  a  part  of  Columbia 
University,  and  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1916.  For  six  months, 
she  held  a  position  in  the  reference  department  of  the  New  York  state 
library  at  Albany,  then  was  appointed  librarian  of  the  Albany  free  library, 
which  position  she  filled  until  February  5,  1920,  when  she  came  to  Niagara 
Falls,  where  she  has  been  librarian  of  the  local  public  library  ever  since. 
She  resides  here,  owning  a  modern  home  at  659  Orchard  parkway.  She 
is  interested  in  political  matters,  and  is  a  supporter  of  the  republican 
party.  She  belongs  to  the  New  York  Library  Association,  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Library  Association. 

In  connection  with  this  necessarily  brief  record  of  Miss  Cudebec’s 
career,  it  is  well  to  append  a  few  facts  concerning  the  development  of  the 
Niagara  Falls  public  library,  especially  during  the  decade  of  her  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  library,  one  of  the  most  modern  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is 
situated  at  1022  Main  street.  During  her  incumbency,  the  circulation  has 
increased  from  ninety  thousand  in  1919  to  five  hundred  thirty  thousand  in 
1930,  and  in  this  time  she  has  established  five  branch  libraries  in  the  city. 
According  to  the  1929  report,  there  were  eighty-two  thousand  and  ninety- 
two  books  on  the  shelves,  and  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eight  registered  borrowers.  The  financial  report  issued  at  this  same  time 
is  a  most  favorable  indication  of  the  skillful  management  of  the  business 
affairs  of  the  library,  and  the  scope  of  the  work  done  in  the  community  by 
the  library  is  comparable  with  the  best  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  States. 


FREDERICK  ARVIN  STEVENS 

The  late  Frederick  Arvin  Stevens  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  was  widely 
known  as  one  of  the  most  able  and  competent  authorities  on  sheep  and 
live  stock  on  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
worthy  father  in  this  business,  and  created  a  most  creditable  reputation 
for  himself.  He  was  also  well  known  as  a  leading  figure  in  religious  af¬ 
fairs,  and  was  a  true  Christian  gentleman  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  His 
liberality  and  his  charitable  viewpoint  in  life  were  outstanding  features 
of  his  character. 
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Frederick  A.  Stevens  was  born  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  August  11, 
1867,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Julia  (Hawkins)  Stevens.  The  father  was 
born  in  England,  and  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents 
when  he  was  in  infancy.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Michigan  and  came  to 
Buffalo  in  1878.  Here  he  established  the  firm  of  Dunning  &  Stevens, 
dealers  in  sheep,  which  is  still  in  existence.  He  remained  in  this  business, 
with  success,  until  his  death  in  1913.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates  and  confined  amidst  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  Andersonville  prison  in  Georgia,  but  was  one  of  the  lucky  few 
who  escaped  from  this  stockade  of  death.  He  was  also  a  passenger  on  the 
ill-fated  Sultana,  when  that  vessel  was  blown  up.  On  this  occasion,  his 
life  was  saved  by  a  man  whose  life  he  himself  had  saved  when  he  was  a 
prisoner  of  war.  Together,  they  climbed  upon  a  bale  of  hay  which  was 
floating  in  the  water,  and  in  this  manner  safely  reached  the  shore.  His 
wife,  Julia  (Hawkins)  Stevens,  was  a  native  of  Michigan.  Their  only 
surviving  son  is  Albert  J.  Stevens,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dunning  & 
Stevens  at  Buffalo. 

Frederick  A.  Stevens  attended  the  public  schools  of  Hillsdale,  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  after  coming  to  Buffalo  completed  his  education  in  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  'Business  College.  Upon  his  graduation,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  his  father  as  a  sheep  salesman,  and  in  this  connection  he  worked  in 
various  capacities  until  his  father  died,  at  which  time  he  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company  and  so  remained  until  his  own  death,  on  February 
2,  1928.  Locally  he  was  one  of  the  most  popular  members  of  the  live  stock 
trade,  and  was  considered  among  sheep  men  as  a  superior  judge  of  stock 
and  of  the  business.,  He  had  warm  personal  friends  on  many  stock  mar¬ 
kets.  Just  the  day  before  his  death,  he  was  made  president  of  the  Buffalo 
Live  Stock  Exchange. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd,  and  for  forty  years  served  faithfully  as  vestryman. 
He  was  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  all  campaigns  carried  on  by  his  church, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  high  tributes  were  paid  to  him  by  his  pastor, 
his  fellow  vestrymen  and  church  members.  He  was  a  Mason,  belonging 
to  DeMolay  Lodge,  No.  498,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society.  His  political  affiliation 
was  with  the  republican  party.  He  was  an  expert  whist  player,  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fond  of  the  game  and  derived  much  enjoyment  from  it. 

On  June  21,  1893,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Frederick  A.  Stevens  to 
Bertha  Alleen  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  H.  and  Ambrosia  0.  (Win¬ 
chester)  Smith,  of  Williamsville,  New  York.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Attica,  New  York,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Orangeville,  New  York. 
Mr.  Smith  moved  with  his  family  to  Williamsville,  where  he  conducted 
the  largest  general  store  in  the  village  at  that  time.  He  died  January  1, 
1915,  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now  (1930)  eighty  nine  years 
of  age  and  resides  with  Mrs.  Stevens,  who  is  one  of  eight  children  born 
to  her  parents.  She  has  two  sisters  and  a  brother  residing  in  Buffalo : 
Donna,  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Sweetland;  Grace,  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Young;  and 
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Wolcott  J.  Smith.  Mrs.  Stevens,  born  in  Orangeville,  New  York,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  Buffalo  public  schools,  and  graduated  from  Central  high 
school.  She  belongs  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  and  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Two  children  were  born  to  her 
by  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Stevens,  namely:  Joseph  Earl,  who  was  educated 
in  the  Nichols  and  Heathcote  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  employed  by 
the  city  water  bureau;  and  Alleen,  who  attended  St.  Margaret’s  School 
of  Buffalo,  and  graduated  from  the  Miss  Bangs  and  Miss  Whitton  Schools 
of  New  York  city.  For  four  years  she  was  a  teacher  of  dancing  at  the 
Ellen  Becker  School,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  successfully  conducted 
her  own  dancing  school  in  the  Twentieth  Century  Club.  Mrs.  Stevens  and 
Miss  Alleen  Stevens  reside  at  252  Crescent  avenue  in  Buffalo. 


ALFRED  L.  HARRISON 

Endowed  with  those  qualities  which  are  essential  to  success  in  the 
practice  of  law,  Alfred  L.  Harrison  has  advanced  far  in  his  profession, 
becoming  an  outstanding  figure  in  legal  circles  of  Buffalo  and  an  attorney 
of  state-wide  prominence.  He  was  born  in  Cornwall,  England,  June  24, 
1864,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev.  David  John  and  Emily  W.  (Parsons)  Har¬ 
rison.  His  father,  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  was  engaged  in 
pastoral  work  for  thirty-two  years  and  passed  away  in  1891  at  his  home 
in  Ludgvan,  near  Penzance,  England.  Two  of  his  sons,  D.  P.  and  A.  H. 
Harrison,  were  also  ordained  and  for  many  years  have  devoted  their 
efforts  to  the  spread  of  the  Episcopal  faith  in  England.  Of  the  eight 
children  in  the  family,  Alfred  L.  and  Roden  Stanley  Harrison  were  the 
only  ones  to  come  to  America.  The  latter  was  a  captain  in  the  British 
Territorial  Army  and  went  from  England  to  Canada  but  later  crossed  the 
border,  settling  in  Boston,  where  he  still  resides.  In  addition  to  his  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  of  the  Howard  Hotel  of  that  city  he  has  acted  as  manager 
of  the  Waterton  Hotel,  which  is  owned  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  and  is  located  in  Alberta,  near  the  ranch  of  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Reared  in  his  native  land,  Alfred  L.  Harrison  acquired  his  higher 
education  in  Cambridge  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
honors  in  1889,  receiving  the  classical  Tripos  degree.  He  also  manifested 
athletic  prowess  and  during  the  three  years  he  was  coxswain  of  the 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge  rowing  crew  they  never  lost  a  race.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Leander  Rowing  Club  of  England.  Sailing  for  the  United 
States  in  1891,  he  located  in  Buffalo  and  here  conducted  a  college  pre¬ 
paratory  school  for  six  years.  Meanwhile  he  read  law  in  the  office  of 
Cooke  &  Brown,  also  studying  for  a  year  under  the  supervision  of  Lewis 
&  Lewis,  attorneys,  and  in  1897  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state.  For  thirty-three  years  he  has  engaged  in  general  practice  in 
Buffalo,  successfully  handling  the  important  litigation  entrusted  to  his 
care  and  establishing  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  attorney  and  counselor. 
Growing  steadily  year  by  year,  his  practice  has  assumed  large  proportions 
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and  he  now  occupies  a  suite  of  offices  in  the  Erie  County  Savings  Bank 
building. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1909,  Mr.  Harrison  was  married  to  Miss  Alice 
Willcox,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  N.  and  Clara  Willcox.  Since  the  death  of 
his  wife  Mr.  Willcox  has  resided  in  East  Aurora  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Har¬ 
rison,  who  are  active  in  the  work  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  that  place. 
In  1903  Mr.  Harrison  joined  the  Queen  City  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Buffalo, 
later  transferring  his  membership  to  Blazing  Star  Lodge  of  East  Aurora, 
with  which  he  has  since  been  identified.  During  the  period  of  the  World 
war  he  not  only  furthered  the  success  of  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross 
drives  but  also  engaged  in  other  work  of  a  patriotic  nature.  He  was  one 
of  the  five  incorporators  of  the  American  Allied  Exposition  and  Bazaar, 
held  in  the  Broadway  Auditorium,  Buffalo,  in  May,  1917,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  war  sufferers,  and  which  netted  one  hundred  and  two  thousand 
dollars  for  war  relief  abroad.  Mr.  Harrison  was  chairman  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  division  of  this  humanitarian  undertaking  and  devoted  much  of  his 
time  to  assure  its  success.  Although  he  has  never  sought  political  office, 
Mr.  Harrison  is  ever  ready  to  exert  his  efforts  for  the  general  good  and 
has  rendered  important  public  service.  Deeply  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  old'  Erie  County  Conservation  Association,  he  secured  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  its  officers  and  other  influential  men  in  the  project  for  protect¬ 
ing  the  wild  game  along  the  lake  front.  Going  to  Albany,  he  championed 
the  bill  for  the  conservation  of  the  wild  life  of  this  district,  obtaining  the 
support  of  both  the  democratic  and  republican  members  of  the  state  legis¬ 
lature,  and  it  was  chiefly  due  to  his  untiring  labors  that  the  measure  was 
passed.  Fred  Hamilton  was  selected  by  him  as  game  warden  and  for 
seven  years  Mr.  Harrison  acted  as  attorney  for  the  game  conservation 
commission,  doing  all  of  the  legal  work.  Since  1901  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  referendum  movement  and  with  Lewis  Stockton  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Referendum  League,  which  was  the  father  of  the  old  city 
charter.  In  1907  Mr.  Harrison  was  a  leading  spirit  in  the  work  of  re¬ 
juvenating  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  he  aided  in  making  the 
local  bar  association  an  efficient  body,  becoming  one  of  its  trustees  in 
1908,  and  he  also  has  served  as  its  treasurer.  A  man  of  fine  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  he  upholds  the  high  standards  of  his  profession  and  is 
always  found  in  the  van  of  movements  looking  toward  the  accomplishment 
of  real  and  practical  good. 


SPENCER  B.  PARKER 

One  of  the  veteran  lawyers  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  Spencer  B. 
Parker,  who  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in  partnership  with  his 
son,  Alan  Vreeland  Parker,  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  with  offices  in 
the  United  Office  building.  For  almost  four  decades,  Mr.  Parker  has 
conducted  civil  and  criminal  cases  with  outstanding  success  before  the 
courts  of  New  York.  His  course  has  been  characterized  by  sound  pro- 
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fessional  ethics,  a  personal  interest  in  civic  and  social  affairs,  and  honor¬ 
able  relations  with  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  which  has  made 
him  extremely  popular  wherever  he  is  known. 

Mr.  Parker  was  born  at  Versailles,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York, 
July  21,  1859,  and  is  a  son  of  Myron  M.  and  Lydia  M.  (Knapp)  Parker. 
His  paternal  grandparents  were  David  D.  and  Olive  (Remington)  Parker, 
of  whom  the  former  was  born  at  West  Rupert,  Bennington  county,  Ver¬ 
mont,  in  1793,  and  died  at  Versailles,  New  York,  in  1877.  He  was  a 
pioneer  farmer  of  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  to  which  district  he 
drove  by  horse  conveyance  from  Vermont.  He  was  the  father  of  ten 
children  who  grew  to  maturity,  and  two  who  died  young.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812  with  a  Vermont  company.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Vermont  and  died  at  Versailles,  New  York. 

Myron  M.  Parker,  the  father,  was  born  May  24,  1824,  at  Perrysburg, 
Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  and  died  at  Versailles,  New  York,  in 
1905.  He  was  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers  of  that  vicinity,  where 
he  had  resided  most  of  his  life.  He  was  originally  a  whig  in  his  political 
views,  but  became  a  republican  upon  the  organization  of  the  party.  He 
held  a  number  of  political  offices,  having  been  assessor  and  school  trustee, 
and  always  took  a  strong  interest  in  public  affairs.  His  church  was  the 
Unitarian,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  fraternities. 
His  wife,  who  was  Lydia  M.  Knapp,  was  born  May  12,  1825  at  Moira, 
Franklin  county,  New  York,  and  died  at  Versailles  in  1900.  To  them 
were  born  four  children :  Allen  C.,  a  retired  agriculturist  now  living  at 
Versailles,  New  York;  Spencer  B.,  the  subject  of  this  review;  Capitola  0., 
who  resides  at  Versailles,  and  is  the  wife  of  Elisha  B.  Hayward,  a  retired 
mechanic  and  former  town  supervisor  of  highways;  and  Salem  E.,  who 
resided  at  Hollywood,  California,  and  was  a  professional  entertainer, 
largely  in  musical  comedy,  and  died  in  New  York  city  in  1920.  He  was  in 
France  during  the  war  as  an  entertainer  under  the  auspices  of  the  Red 
Cross. 

Spencer  B.  Parker  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
city,  then  attended  the  Chamberlin  Institute  of  Randolph,  New  York,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  1883.  He  then  became  a  student  in  the 
Albany  Law  School,  and  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1885. 
In  the  following  year,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state,  and 
in  1892  began  the  practice  of  law  at  Niagara  Falls.  Just  previous  to 
this  move,  he  taught  school  in  Cattaraugus  county.  Since  1892  Mr.  Parker 
has  continuously  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  conducting  liti¬ 
gation  of  both  civil  and  criminal  nature.  In  1914  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  son,  Alan  Vreeland  Parker,  and  the  firm  is  now  known  as 
Parker  &  Parker,  with  offices  at  409  United  Office  building.  Mr.  Parker 
owns  a  modern  residence  at  538  11th  street  in  Niagara  Falls,  also  other 
real  estate  in  this  city.  His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  republican 
party,  and  he  served  for  a  year  as  a  school  trustee  in  Cattaraugus  county. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Niagara  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association,  and  the  American  Bar  Association  and  the  Niagara 
Falls  Lawyers  Club. 
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In  June,  1887,  Mr.  Parker  was  married,  at  Randolph,  New  York,  to 
Miss  Emma  Owen,  who  was  born  at  Rutledge,  Cattaraugus  county,  and 
attended  Chamberlin  Institute.  They  became  the  parents  of  a  son,  Alan 
Vreeland  Parker,  and  two  daughters,  Helen  Louise,  now  Mrs.  William 
M.  Jones,  Jr.,  and  Capitola  J.,  the  wife  of  Dana  C.  Luick,  all  of  Niagara 
Falls. 

Alan  Vreeland  Parker  was  born  at  North  Collins,  Erie  county,  New 
York,  April  17,  1888,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Niagara  Falls  high 
school.  In  1912  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Cornell 
University,  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  in  the  same  institution,  and 
received  therefrom  his  Bachelor  of  Law  degree  in  1913,  in  which  year  he 
was  admitted  the  bar  of  New  York  state.  In  1914  he  became  a  law  part¬ 
ner  of  his  father  at  Niagara  Falls,  which  association  continues  under  the 
name  of  Parker  &  Parker.  Mr.  Parker  is  a  republican,  and  in  1915,  1916, 
and  1917  he  represented  the  second  assembly  district  of  Niagara  county  in 
the  state  legislature,  resigning  in  1917,  when  he  organized  a  company 
of  marines  from  Niagara  Falls,  Tonawanda  and  surrounding  communities. 
He  was  commissioned  captain,  and  at  Paris  Island  he  became  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  Brig.-Gen.  Ira  K.  Cole,  with  the  rank  of  major.  He  was 
overseas  with  the  United  States  marines  for  one  year,  until  the  armistice 
was  signed,  remaining  with  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Cole.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Delta  Chi  collegiate  fraternity,  and 
the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Mr.  Parker  married  Miss  Helen 
Roberts  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  Eugene  Roberts,  who  is  a 
wholesale  coal  merchant  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  have  two 
children:  Josephine  and  Alan  Vreeland,  Jr. 


NICHOLAS  TUMMINIA 

Nicholas  Tumminia,  one  of  the  progressive  of  the  Italian  business  men 
of  Buffalo,  is  the  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Italian  Grocery  &  Supply 
Company,  Incorporated,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  busi¬ 
ness  at  145  Erie  street.  Mr.  Tumminia  was  born  in  Italy,  October  25,  1874, 
a  son  of  Frank  and  Christina  (Schiara)  Tumminia,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  died  in  Italy.  The  father  was  a  construction  engineer,  and  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  Tum¬ 
minia,  a  sea  captain,  who  spent  his  entire  life  in  Italy. 

Nicholas  Tumminia  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  land,  and 
was  a  thorough  student  of  languages,  including  French  and  English.  He 
also  took  a  course  in  a  business  college.  Later  he  became  head  bookkeeper 
for  the  firm  of  E.  Zerelli  &  Company  in  Italy,  who  were  importers  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  high  grade  table  linens,  from  Germany.  He  retained  this 
position  for  six  years,  then  came  to  the  United  States,  as  he  believed  busi¬ 
ness  opportunities  were  greater  in  this  country.  He  first  obtained  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  city  salesman  for  a  wholesale  grocery  firm  in  New  York  city,  act¬ 
ing  in  that  capacity  for  six  months,  then  was  induced  by  a  friend  to  come 
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to  Buffalo.  Here  he  became  associated  with  Mrs.  G.  Cigognani,  wholesale 
grocer,  as  bookkeeper  and  salesman  thus  serving  for  eight  years.  His 
next  step,  taken  in  1916,  was  to  organize  the  Italian  Grocery  &  Supply 
Company,  Incorporated,  of  which  he  is  now  president  and  treasurer.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Italian  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York  city.  In 
politics  he  is  a  republican.  He  belongs  to  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic 
Church  of  Buffalo. 

On  November  3,  1904,  Mr.  Tumminia  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Miche- 
letti,  a  native  of  Italy,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  Joseph  Micheletti,  of 
Italy,  who  was  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Tumminia  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  her  native  land,  and  is  now  vice  president  of  the  Italian  Grocery 
&  Supply  Company,  Incorporated,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  its  man¬ 
agement.  She  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church 
of  Buffalo. 


WILLIAM  EDWARD  BLAIR 

In  the  field  of  mechanical  engineering,  particularly  in  the  manufacture 
of  marine  engines  and  their  development,  the  late  William  Edward  Blair 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  held  a  position  of  supremacy.  He  was  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  Gasoline  Motor  Company  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  April  10,  1930,  and  just  a  few  months  previ¬ 
ously  he  had  been  appointed  mechanical  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo 
department  of  public  works.  He  designed  the  first  V-type  motor  ever 
built  in  the  United  States,  and  devised  many  other  improvements  in 
marine  engine  construction  which  are  now  in  use  in  this  industry.  He 
was  generally  regarded  as  an  authority  in  his  line,  was  frequently  called 
into  consultation  on  important  engineering  problems  and  had  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  many  outstanding  executives  in  the  automotive  field.  The 
achievements  of  Mr.  Blair  are  all  the  more  extraordinary  and  laudable 
when  one  considers  that  he  acquired  his  knowledge  and  skill  through  per¬ 
sonal  study  and  experience,  having  had  little  opportunity  for  schooling  in 
his  early  life.  He  was  a  keen  observer,  possessed  of  fine  intellect,  and  was 
thoroughly  engrossed  in  his  work.  He  was  the  first  to  receive  a  diploma 
at  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  in  1904,  awarded  for  the  building  of  marine 
motors.  He  held  a  position  of  repute  as  a  citizen  of  Buffalo,  also,  and 
was  a  leader  in  fraternal  affairs,  and  likewise  was  interested  in  local  move¬ 
ments  which  he  believed  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community. 

William  Edward  Blair  was  born  on  November  27,  1863,  at  Thornbury, 
in  the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  a  son  of  James  Curry  and 
Margaret  (Foster)  Blair,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Scotland,  the  Foster 
family  being  one  of  the  oldest  of  that  country.  Mr.  Blair  was  only  six 
weeks  of  age  when  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  but  soon  after  he  had  entered  high  school 
put  aside  his  studies  to  go  to  work.  He  began  in  the  employ  of  W.  W. 
Oliver,  with  whom  he  received  his  first  mechanical  training  and  learned 
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the  trade  of  fine  tool  making.  He  nemained  in  this  connection  until  1901, 
when  he  became  associated  with  the  Conrad  Motor  Carriage  Company,  one 
of  the  earliest  manufacturers  of  automobiles.  Later  he  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  Gasoline  Motor  Company  and  was 
eventually  promoted  to  vice  president  and  a  director,  which  offices  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the  Income  Property 
Company  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Blair  was  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  been  a  member 
of  Parish  Lodge,  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A. 
M. ;  Keystone  Council,  No.  20,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Commandery,  No. 
20,  K.  T. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belonged  to  the 
U.  C.  C.  E.,  No.  6,  and  the  Rotary  Club.  Politically  he  was  a  republican 
and  he  was  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious  affiliation.  He  was  interested 
in  various  charity  organizations,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  such 
causes. 

In  1885  Mr.  Blair  was  married  to  Mary  J.  Hopmans,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Adeline  (Hubers)  Hopmans,  of  Buffalo,  who  were  born  in  Hol¬ 
land  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  they  were  very  young.  The 
father  was  a  marble  finisher  by  trade.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blair,  two'  children  were  born :  Florence  and  William  Edward,  Jr. 

Florence  Blair  was  educated  in  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  and 
was  married  in  1905  to  Frank  E.  Trumble  of  Buffalo,  who  is  now  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  smoke  abatement  bureau  of  the  city,  and  is  a  member  of 
Parish  Lodge,  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trumble  have  two  sons: 
Frank  A.,  born  at  Buffalo,  August  9,  1907 ;  and  Alec  D.,  born  July  24, 
1908.  Both  attended  the  public  schools  of  their  native  city  and  gradu¬ 
ated  with  high  honors  from  Syracuse  University  in  1930,  and  both  were 
members  of  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  collegiate  fraternity.  Frank  is  now 
associated  with  a  construction  company  in  Buffalo,  and  Alec  D.  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  traffic  department  of  the  International  Railway. 

William  Edward  Blair,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  February  15,  1889, 
attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  here  and  graduated  from  Raleigh 
College,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  He  is  married,  and  is  now  associated 
with  the  Imperial  Brass  Company  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  in  charge  of  their 
St.  Louis  office.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  the 
same  branches  of  the  order  as  his  father. 


JOHN  PERRINE  ABBOTT 

John  Perrine  Abbott,  an  attorney  of  Buffalo,  is  accorded  high  rank  in 
the  legal  profession  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  by  virtue  of  his  outstanding 
success  in  the  litigation  which  he  has  conducted,  and  by  his  upright, 
ethical  qualities  as  a  lawyer  and  a  citizen.  Born  at  Abbott’s  Corners, 
Erie  county,  New  York,  he  is  a  son  of  Hon.  Seth  A.  and  Ruth  A.  (Per¬ 
rine)  Abbott,  the  former  also  a  native  of  the  same  place  and  a  son  of 
Chauncey  and  Mary  Abbott.  For  many  years  he  was  an  associate  justice 
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of  Erie  county.  The  Perrine  family  was  established  in  eastern  New  York 
in  a  very  early  day,  and  an  ancestor  of  Mr.  Abbott  owned  the  farm  on 
which  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  New  Jersey,  was  fought.  Members  of  the 
family  subsequently  became  early  settlers  of  Jackson  county,  Michigan. 
Seth  A.  and  Ruth  A.  Abbott  were  the  parents  of  five  children :  George 
S.,  whose  son  Charles  was  a  soldier  in  the  World  war;  William  H.;  John 
P. ;  Frank  A.,  whose  death  occurred  in  1930,  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Abbott  &  Abbott,  mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work ;  and 
Mary  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  E.  Powers. 

John  P.  Abbott  completed  his  high  school  course  at  Hamburg,  New 
York,  was  graduated  from  the  State  Normal  School,  at  Buffalo  and  later 
attended  the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  being  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1900.  He  taught  school  before  entering  the  legal  profession, 
serving  as  principal  of  the  Alden  high  school,  and  was  highly  regarded 
as  an  educator.  He  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  in  association  with 
his  brother,  Frank  A.,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Abbott  &  Abbott,  which 
became  one  of  the  well  known  law  firms  of  Buffalo.  Since  the  death  of 
his  brother,  in  1930,  Mr.  Abbott  has  practiced  alone.  He  has  a  high 
class  clientele  and  is  an  able  and  successful  lawyer.  His  offices  are  in 
the  Iroquois  building.  Mr.  Abbott  married  Miss  Jessie  E.  Maxwell,  of 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  his  residence  is  at  1029  Elmwood  avenue. 


CHARLES  WOODBURY  BANTA,  M.  D. 


One  of  the  honored  and  able  representatives  of  the  medical  profession 
in  Buffalo  was  the  late  Dr.  Charles  Woodbury  Banta,  who  after  a  career 
of  signal  achievement,  attained  eminence,  held  institutional  appointments 
of  high  character,  and  possessed  a  private  practice  of  large  proportions. 
As  a  citizen  and  as  a  man  he  likewise  was  regarded  generally  as  one  of 
the  foremost  residents  of  the  city.  Dr.  Banta  was  born  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  September  29,  1877,  and  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Rollin  L.  and  Sarah 
Moody  (Ayer)  Banta.  The  progenitor  of  the  Banta  family  in  America 
came  from  Holland,  settling  in  the  Hudson  river  valley  in  the  year  1659, 
and  among  his  descendants  there  were  many  men  and  women  of  high 
caste  and  prominence.  Shipbuilding  and  the  medical  science  largely 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  Bantas.  Dr.  Rollin  Ledru  Banta,  the  father 
of  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  November,  1846, 
his  father  having  been  a  member  of  the  well  known  boat  building  firm  of 
Bidwell  &  Banta  from  1800  to  1830.  Dr.  Banta  attended  public  school 
No.  4  in  Buffalo,  St.  Joseph’s  Academy  and  Manhattan  College  of  New 
York  city,  and  in  1871  received  his  Doctor  of  Medicine  degree  from  the 
University  of  Buffalo.  In  November,  1871,  he  entered  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Buffalo,  and  in  1873  went  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
practiced  for  five  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he  fol¬ 
lowed  his  profession  until  his  retirement,  specializing  in  obstetrics,  also 
writing  extensively  upon  this  phase  of  medicine.  For  four  years  prior 
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to  1895,  he  was  professor  of  medical  therapeutics  in  the  Niagara  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  also  filled  the  chair  of  obstetrics  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  same  school.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  and  vice  president  for  two  terms  of  the  American  Association  of 
Obstetricians  and  Gynecologists.  He  was  married  in  1875  to  Sarah 
Moody  Ayer,  daughter  of  Dr.  George  Ayer,  of  Buffalo.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Banta  became  the  parents  of  three  sons,  namely:  George  J.,  Charles  W. 
and  Thomas. 

Charles  W.  Banta  completed  his  public  school  education  in  the  city 
of  his  birth,  then  matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo,  receiving  his  professional  degree  from  that  institution 
in  1901,  and  in  the  same  year  he  began  active  practice.  In  1904-5  he 
engaged  in  post-graduate  study  abroad,  with  special  attention  to  surgery, 
remaining  twelve  months  in  the  universities  and  clinics  of  Berlin,  Vienna, 
and  Berne.  He  thereafter  restricted  his  practice  to  surgery.  From  1903 
to  1910,  he  was  attending  obstetrician  at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  and  during 
the  same  period  and  until  1913,  was  assistant  gynecologist  at  the  Sisters’ 
Hospital.  He  was  attending  surgeon  upon  the  staff  of  the  Erie  County 
Hospital,  the  Deaconess  Hospital,  and  the  Municipal  Hospital,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  Erie  County  Medical 
Society  and  the  Omega  Upsilon  Phi  fraternity.  His  clubs  were  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Country  and  the  Saturn,  and  from  1915  to  1917  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Buffalo  Cavalry  Association,  attending  the  military  camp  at  Platts- 
burg,  New  York,  in  1916.  Dr.  Banta  died  in  Buffalo,  September  22,  1922, 
a  victim  of  blood-poisoning. 

Dr.  Banta  was  married  to  Miss  Clara  Winspear  Urban,  who  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  October  12,  1886,  a  daughter  of  George,  Jr.  and  Ada  E.  (Win¬ 
spear)  Urban.  Mrs.  Banta  was  educated  in  the  Central  high  school  of 
Buffalo,  and  in  1908  received  her  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  Vassar 
College.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Garret  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club 
and  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Banta  there  were  born  three  children :  Ada  Jeannette,  born  September  14, 
1915,  attended  Franklin  School,  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  Masters 
School  in  Dobbs  Ferry,  New  York;  Charles  Urban,  born  October  26,  1916, 
attended  Franklin  school,  and  is  now  studying  at  the  Nichols  school  of 
Buffalo;  and  Clara  Winspear,  born  March  10,  1923,  several  months  after 
the  death  of  her  father,  is  a  student  in  the  Franklin  school.  Mrs.  Banta 
and  her  family  now  make  their  home  on  Pine  Ridge,  Buffalo,  New  York. 


WALTER  JOHN  BRUNMARK 

As  president  of  the  J.  N.  Adam  Company,  Walter  J.  Brunmark  is  the 
executive  head  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  best  known  department  stores  and 
occupies  a  prominent  position  in  business  circles  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Brunmark  was  born  May  9,  1897,  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
a  son  of  John  B.  and  Hilda  (Johnson)  Brunmark.  The  father  was  a  sue- 
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cessful  business  man  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1926.  He  was  well  known  in  the  industrial  circles  of  that 
city,  where,  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  in  the  iron  and  foundry  busi¬ 
ness. 

Walter  J.  Brunmark  was  reared  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where 
he  received  his  high  school  education,  subsequently  taking  a  course  in 
business  administration  at  the  Pace  Institute  of  Boston,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1917.  In  1918  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Naval 
Reserve  at  the  Charleston  Navy  Yard  as  a  second  class  seaman,  and  was 
soon  afterward  transferred  to  the  cost  accounting  department.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  in  May,  1919,  at  the  Boston  Navy  Yard. 

Mr.  Brunmark  is  a  republican  in  political  matters,  and  in  his  religious 
connection  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities  of  life,  he  is  well  known  in  club 
circles  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Coun¬ 
try  Club,  the  New  York  Athletic  Club  of  New  York  City,  the  Atlanta 
Athletic  Club  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  the  East  Lake  Country  Club  of 
that  city. 

At  Boston,  on  October  4th,  1920,  Mr.  Brunmark  was  married  to  Miss 
Florence  E.  Shedd,  of  a  prominent  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  family. 
Mrs.  Brunmark  is  descended  from  the  old  Plimpton  family,  that  dates 
back  to  colonial  days  in  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brunmark  have 
a  daughter,  Barbara  Ann,  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  November  12, 
1921.  They  reside  at  675  Delaware  avenue. 


HENRY  BARLOW  MITCHELL 

Representative  among  the  successful  citizens  of  Buffalo  was  the  late 
Henry  Barlow  Mitchell,  whose  death  occurred  March  14,  1930.  He  was 
president  of  the  barbers  supply  house  of  Neilson  &  Company,  also 
president  of  the  Mitchell,  Kayser  Company,  barber  and  beauty  parlor 
supply  house.  He  achieved  his  business  success  in  life  solely  through  his 
own  efforts  and  his  honorable  method  of  conducting  his  affairs.  He  be¬ 
gan  work  when  very  young,  and  through  ability  and  perseverence  ac¬ 
complished  many  things  and  attained  the  goal  he  had  determined  to  reach. 
Born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  October  3,  1871,  he  was  a  son  of  Mark  and 
Sarah  (O’Hara)  Mitchell.  His  father  was  born  in  England,  came  to  the 
United  States  at  an  early  age,  and  here  engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 
He  is  now  ninety  years  old.  His  wife  was  born  in  Ireland. 

Henry  B.  Mitchell  attended  the  St.  Louis  parochial  school  but  laid 
aside  his  text-books  when  he  was  very  young  to  enter  the  employ  of  a 
baker.  Later  he  was  the  owner  of  a  tavern,  but  gave  up  this  employment 
to  become  associated  with  the  barbers  supply  house  of  Neilson  &  Com¬ 
pany,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  years, 
serving  in  various  capacities  until  eventually  he  was  made  president.  In 
1927  he  formed  the  Mitchell,  Kayser  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
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in  barbers’  and  beauty  parlor  supplies,  the  business  being  located  on 
Genesee  street.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  known  widely  as  an  expert  penman. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  financial  secretary  of  the  Harmonie 
Association,  of  which  he  was  an  ex-president.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Orioles,  the  Master  Barbers’  Union  and  the  Foresters  of  America;  was 
past  president  of  the  Buffalo  Benevolent  Society,  and  a  member  of  the 
Holy  Name  Society.  He  belonged  to  the  Holy  Name  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  devoted  much  time  to  the  interests  of  the  German  Catholic 
Orphan  Asylum  and  the  St.  Francis  Aid. 

On  November  24,  1897,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Anna  E.  Winter, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Stadel)  Winter,  of  Buffalo,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  Buffalo  when  young.  The  father 
worked  on  the  Great  Lakes  for  many  years,  and  was  well  known  in  Buffalo 
under  his  cognomen  of  “Dad”  Winter.  He  was  a  soldier  and  a  sergeant 
in  Company  I,  Sixteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry  of  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  one  of  the  soldiers  who  assisted  in  the 
capture  of  John  Wilkes  Booth.  He  died  in  November,  1922,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  His  son,  George  Winter,  who  was  a  corporal  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  war,  saw  much  service  and  is  a  member  of  the  Veterans  of 
Foreign  'Wars.  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Daughters, 
St.  Margaret’s  Altar  Society,  the  Harmony  Club,  and  the  Women’s  Relief 
Corps  No.  4.  She  is  active  in  support  of  the  German  Catholic  Orphan 
Asylum  and  the  St.  Francis  Aid. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  there  were  born  two  daughters,  Anna  T. 
and  Irma  A.  Anna  T.  Mitchell,  who  was  educated  at  St.  Joachim’s  paro¬ 
chial  school  and  Sacred  Heart  Academy  of  Buffalo,  is  the  wife  of  Gerard 
R.  Shanley  of  Buffalo,  who  is  in  the  dry  cleaning  business,  and  they  have 
a  son,  Richard  George.  Irma  A.  Mitchell,  who  was  educated  in  public 
school  No.  62,  is  the  wife  of  Franklyn  D.  Hill,  of  Buffalo,  an  estimator, 
and  they  have  three  children,  David  Mitchell,  Barbara  Ann,  and  Irma 
Elizabeth.  Mrs.  Henry  B.  Mitchell  resides  at  204  Commonwealth  avenue. 


AUGUST  CARL  ESENWEIN,  Sr. 

A  distinguished  architect,  August  Carl  Esenwein,  Sr.,  practiced  for 
an  extended  period  in  Buffalo,  which  is  indebted  to  his  creative  powers 
and  artistic  talent  for  many  of  its  beautiful  buildings,  and  in  his  passing 
the  city  lost  one  of  its  foremost  men.  He  was  a  scion  of  a  German  house 
of  great  antiquity,  the  family,  which  belonged  to  the  order  of  knighthood, 
having  lived  for  more  than  five  hundred  years  on  its  ancestral  estates, 
called  Esenwein-Virnsburg,  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemburg,  situated  in 
the  southern  part  of  Germany.  The  last  of  the  race  to  use  the  ancient  title 
of  von  Esenwein-Virnsburg  was  Carl  August  Esenwein-Virnsburg,  grand¬ 
father  of  August  Carl  Esenwein,  Jr.,  of  Buffalo.  His  younger  son,  August 
Carl,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1819, 
and  as  a  young  man  lived  on  the  family  estates.  In  1861  he  came  to 
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America  biit  after  spending  ten  years  in  this  country  returned  to  the 
fatherland,  remaining  in  Germany  until  his  death  in  1869.  He  had  mar¬ 
ried  Caroline  Glessing,  of  Virnsburg,  who  passed  away  in  Vienna,  Aus¬ 
tria,  in  1884. 

Their  son,  August  Carl  Esenwein,  was  born  at  Esenwein-Virnsburg, 
near  the  town  of  Virnsburg,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1856,  and  acquired 
his  rudimentary  education  in  private  schools,  later  entering  the  gymnas¬ 
ium  at  Stuttgart.  There  he  completed  his  preparatory  work  and  in  1874 
entered  the  Stuttgart  Polytechnic  University,  in  which  he  was  a  student 
for  five  years,  pursuing  courses  in  architecture  and  engineering.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  university  in  1879  and  in  the  meantime  had  served 
for  a  year  in  the  German  Army.  After  his  studies  were  completed  he 
went  to  Paris,  where  he  worked  for  two  years  as  a  draughtsman  in  an 
architect’s  studio. 

In  1880,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years,  Mr.  Esenwein  sailed 
for  America  and  located  in  Buffalo,  where  he  first  found  employment  as 
a  draughtsman.  Later  he  spent  two  years  in  the  engineering  office  of  the. 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  and  during  that  time  won 
first  prize  for  a  design  for  Buffalo’s  first  music  hall,  which  was  built 
under  his  supervision.  He  left  the  service  of  the  railroad  to  engage  in 
the  independent  practice  of  his  profession  and  about  1900  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  John  Addison  Johnson — an  association  that  was  continued 
until  Mr.  Esenwein’s  death  on  the  29th  of  June,  1926.  A  man  of  marked 
ability,  he  had  back  of  him  the  ideals  of  old  world  architecture  and  pos¬ 
sessed  the  resourcefulness  and  initiative  which  enabled  him  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  new  world.  His  work  was  the  expression  of  a  high  and 
enduring  art,  manifesting  splendid  adaptation  to  specific  needs,  combined 
with  beauty  of  form  and  design.  Among  the  buildings  designed  by  Mr. 
Esenwein  are  the  Buffalo  Public  Library,  the  Gowanda  State  Hospital, 
the  Iroquois  Hotel  in  its  remodeled  form,  the  Tower  Hotel  at  Niagara 
Falls,  the  Gluck  office  building,  the  German-American  Brewery  and  Hall, 
the  Masten  Park  high  school  and  the  General  Electric  building.  With 
the  passing  years  he  became  widely  known  as  an  architect  and  in  1925 
drew  the  plans  for  the  largest  hotel  in  Lima,  Peru.  The  firm  of  Esen¬ 
wein  &  Johnson  designed  the  Temple  of  Music,  the  Administration  build¬ 
ing  and  Alt  Nurnberg  for  the  Pan-American  Exposition;  the  Providence 
Retreat;  the  West  Side  and  Lafayette  high  schools;  several  of  the  gram¬ 
mar  schools  of  Buffalo ;  the  Statler  and  Lorraine  Hotels ;  some  of  the  State 
Hospital  buildings;  the  home  of  the  Saturn  Club;  the  Teck  Theater  and 
Cafe;  St.  Agnes  Church  in  East  Buffalo  and  many  fine  residences.  In 
the  erection  of  the  fireproof  store  building  at  Main  and  Mohawk  streets, 
Buffalo,  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  the  firm  made  a  world’s  record 
for  a  building  of  this  size  and  construction.  Their  work  constituted  one 
of  the  chief  features  in  the  architectural  adornment  of  the  city  and  theirs 
was  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  organizations  of  the  kind  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Mr.  Esenwein  was  also  a  director  of  the  United 
Hotel  Company. 
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In  May,  1892,  Mr.  Esenwein  was  married  to  Miss  Katherine  Haberstro, 
a  daughter  of  Philip  L.  and  Barbara  (Scheu)  Haberstro,  of  Buffalo. 
Mrs.  Esenwein  departed  this  life  in  1925  and  soon  afterward  her  husband 
was  called  to  his  final  rest,  surviving  her  for  but  a  year.  They  were  the 
parents  of  a  son,  August  Carl,  Jr.,  who  was  born  July  28,  1906,  and  is 
mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  family  resided  in  a  beautiful 
home  at  167  Oxford  avenue  and  for  many  years  this  was  one  of  the  show 
places  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Esenwein  joined  the  Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge  of 
Masons  and  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite,  be¬ 
longing  to  Buffalo  Consistory.  In  the  Turnverein  and  the  Buffalo  Public 
Library  he  held  a  life  membership.  He  was  also  identified  with  the  His¬ 
torical  Society  of  Buffalo,  the  German  Young  Men’s  Association,  the 
Orpheus  Society  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo,  Ellicott  Park  and  Country  Clubs, 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Artists,  the  Buffalo  Chapter  of  Architects  and  the 
American  Institute  of  Architects.  His  talents,  natural  and  acquired, 
placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession  and  among  his  associates 
his  high  sense  of  honor  won  for  him  universal  respect. 


CARL  E.  TUCKER 

For  the  past  thirty-seven  years  Carl  E.  Tucker  has  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Niagara  Falls  and  during  this  period  has  not  only 
commanded  his  full  share  of  the  public  patronage  in  his  line,  but  has 
also  held  an  enviable  place  in  public  regard  because  of  his  ability,  success 
and  sterling  character.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  on  the  26th 
of  May,  1867,  a  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Clara  (Warren)  Tucker.  The  family 
is  of  English  origin  and  was  established  in  this  country  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolutionary  war,  settlement  being  made  first  in  New  York  state. 
Carl  E.  Tucker’s  grandfather,  Chauncey  Tucker,  was  born  in  1806,  in 
Arkwright,  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  and  died  in  La  Salle,  this 
state,  in  1873.  He  resided  at  various  times  in  Fredonia  and  Buffalo  and 
was  numbered  among  the  leaders  of  the  state  bar.  He  married  Miss 
Florella  Risley,  who  was  born  in  Fredonia,  New  York,  in  1813,  and  died 
at  La  Salle,  in  1874.  Henry  C.  Tucker  was  born  in  Fredonia,  October  24, 
1836,  and  died  in  Niagara  Falls,  June  7,  1887.  He  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  his  native  town  and  lived  there  until  about  1860,  when  he  removed 
to  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  until  1867,  when  he 
came  to  Niagara  Falls  and  here  practiced  his  profession  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  distinguished  as  a  lawyer  of  great  skill  and  was  uni¬ 
formly  successful.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  His  wife  was  born  in  Buffalo,  in 
September,  1838,  and  died  in  Lockport,  New  York,  in  November,  1921. 
To  them  were  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Florella,  who  resides  in 
Lockport,  New  York,  and  is  the  widow  of  Irving  Atwater,  who  was  in 
the  insurance  business  at  that  place;  Carl  E. ;  Chauncey,  who  resides  in 
Buffalo  and  is  employed  in  the  drafting  department  of  the  Harrison  Ra- 
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diator  Company,  of  Lockport;  Bessie,  deceased;  John  Warren,  a  book¬ 
keeper,  who  resides  at  Asbury  Park,  New  Jersey;  and  Theodore  Whittlesy, 
who  is  vice  president  of  the  Nott-Atwater  Company,  at  Spokane,  Wash¬ 
ington. 

Carl  E.  Tucker  received  his  early  education  in  the  DeVeaux  School 
at  Niagara  Falls  and  entered  Brown  University,  at  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1890.  He  then 
took  up  the  study  of  law  at  Lockport  and  in  1893  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
after  which  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Niagara 
Falls  and  during  the  subsequent  years  has  devoted  his  attention  to  it.  His 
office  is  located  in  the  City  Hall  and  he  conducts  a  general  practice,  in 
which  he  has  proven  a  learned  and  skilled  attorney,  determined  and  per-, 
sistent  in  protecting  the  interests  of  his  clients. 

On  August  24,  1920,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Mr.  Tucker  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Grace  Ashley,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Ashley,  of  Cleveland,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs;  Tucker  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  music  from  Oberlin  College,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  is  a  proficient 
pianist.  Politically  Mr.  Tucker  is  a  republican  and  has  given  effective 
support  to  his  party,  having  served  for  two  years  as  chairman  of  the 
republican  county  committee.  He  was  president  of  the  common  council 
of  Niagara  Falls  for  two  years,  served  for  five  years  as  United  States 
commissioner,  and  is  now  city  judge.  He  was  elected  to  the  bench  in 
November,  1919,  assuming  office  in  January,  1920,  and  has  been  reelected 
every  four  years  since.  His  religious  connection  is  with  St.  Peter’s  Prot¬ 
estant  Episcopal  Church  of  Niagara  Falls,  while,  fraternally,  he  belongs 
to  Niagara  Frontier  Lodge,  No.  132,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Niagara  Chapter,  No. 
200,  R.  A.  M. ;  Niagara  Commandery,  No.  64,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consistory, 
A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.,  at  Buffalo.  He  also 
is  a  member  of  Niagara  Falls  Lodge,  No.  346,  B.  P.  O.  E.;  Bellevue  Lodge, 
No.  316,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Delta  Phi  college  fraternity.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Niagara  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  American  Bar  Association,  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Lawyers 
Club.  He  resides  at  215  Second  street,  Niagara  Falls.  He  has  long  been 
recognized  as  an  eminent  citizen  here,  has  been  an  influential  factor  in 
promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  city  and  has  honored  his  profession 
by  his  valuable  services  and  worthy  life. 


G.  E.  ZEILER 

The  late  G.  E.  Zeiler,  who  was  a  successful  business  man,  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  22,  1861,  the  son  of 
George  and  Josephine  Zeiler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
He  was  one  of  four  children,  three  daughters  and  one  son,  and  he  was  the 
last  survivor.  George  Zeiler,  the  father,  established  a  retail  grocery  store 
on  Cherry  street,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  he  was  ably  assisted 
by  his  wife.  Their  trade  grew,  and  they  later  moved  to  the  corner  of 
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Genesee  street  and  Michigan  avenue  and  the  store  became  known  as  one 
of  the  best  in  the  city,  Mr.  Zeiler  maintaining  the  policy  of  selling  large 
quantities  for  small  profits.  He  also  engaged  in  the  wholesale  branch  of 
the  business,  which  was  developed  to  large  and  profitable  proportions. 
Eventually  he  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests  and  returned  to 
Germany,  where  he  lived  retired  for  several  years.  Returning  to  Buffalo, 
he  reentered  business  in  the  same  line  and  same  location  and  so  continued 
until  he  retired  shortly  before  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
fifty-six  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  for  many  years,  passing 
away  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  with  whom  she 
made  her  home  for  a  number  of  years. 

G.  E.  Zeiler  attended  the  public  school  and  the  Joseph  school  of  Buffalo 
until  his  early  ’teens,  when  the  family  returned  to  Germany,  where  he 
completed  his  education.  When  his  father  reestablished  the  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  business  in  Buffalo,  G.  E.  Zeiler  was  associated  with 
him  and  gave  his  attention  mainly  to  the  outside  trade.  Subsequently  he 
abandoned  mercantile  pursuits  to  establish  himself  in  the  general  insur¬ 
ance  business,  and  later  became  interested  as  a  real  estate  broker.  Mr. 
Zeiler  specialized  in  buying  unimproved  property  and  erected  residences 
and  apartments  of  which  he  disposed,  being  quite  successful  in  these 
operations.  He  is  credited  with  having  built  the  first  apartment  house  in 
Buffalo,  which  was  located  on  West  avenue,  and  he  was  an  early  operator 
in  realty  in  Miami,  Florida,  where  he  erected  several  houses  for  invest¬ 
ment  purposes.  He  was  the  first  to  construct  homes  in  that  place  after  the 
plans  of  northern  builders,  with  the  idea  of  substantiality,  and  likewise 
was  the  first  to  build  a  house  with  a  cellar  in  Miami.  He  prepared  the 
plans  for  most  of  the  buildings  he  constructed.  In  1913  he  retired  from 
active  pursuits  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  devoted  his  attention 
to  his  private  interests. 

Mr.  Zeiler  was  a  republican  in  politics  but  was  not  bound  by  party 
lines,  voting  for  the  man  he  considered  best  fitted  for  the  office.  He  never 
cared  for  public  office  and  refused  all  offers  for  the  same.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  Elks  and  the  Eagles,  and  in  religious  faith  was  a 
Lutheran  and  when  a  young  man  taught  in  the  Sabbath  school.  His 
religion  in  later  years  was  expressed  in  the  Golden  Rule.  Mr.  Zeiler 
served  for  two  terms,  or  eight  years,  as  president  of  the  Genesee  Street 
Business  Men’s  Association,  declining  another  election.  He  did  energetic 
and  valuable  work  in  this  capacity  and  to  his  individual  efforts  is  due  the 
credit  for  the  present  lighting  system  along  that  thoroughfare,  Mr.  Zeiler 
giving  freely  of  his  time  and  means  in  procuring  the  same.  He  was  the 
instigator  of  the  movement  that  resulted  in  the  present  law  of  semi-annual 
tax  payments,  pushing  this  issue  to  success  in  the  face  of  powerful  financial 
opposition.  Mr.  Zeiler  almost  single-handed  defeated  the  project  for  the 
widening  of  Clinton  street  to  make  it  a  boulevard  for  traffic  relief  from 
the  east  side.  This  measure,  calling  for  an  appropriation  of  twenty 
million  dollars,  which  was  before  the  city  council  with  prospect  of  being 
promptly  passed,  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Zeiler,  who  appeared  before  the 
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body  with  the  argument  that  the  same  results  could  be  obtained  at  much 
less  expense  by  improving  the  main  parallel  streets  from  that  section  of 
the  city.  The  original  plan  was  abandoned  and  the  council  passed  a  reso¬ 
lution  endorsing  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Zeiler,  which  was  finally  put 
into  operation.  Mr.  Zeiler  advocated  the  measure,  finally  enacted  into  a 
law,  compelling  the  city  to  purchase  the  entire  property  of  owners  whose 
land  was  to  be  affected  by  the  cutting  through  of  a  new  street  or  widening 
of  an  old  one.  The  old  law  permitted  the  city  to  buy  only  such  footage  as 
needed,,  thus  in  so  many  instances  damaging  the  property  to  an  amount 
much  greater  than  that  received  for  the  condemned  portion.  Mr.  Zeiler 
manifested  the  good  citizen’s  concern  in  civic  affairs  and  was  unswerving 
in  his  zeal  to  help  safeguard  the  city’s  interests.  He  was  plain  and  out¬ 
spoken,  never  reached  a  hasty  conclusion,  and  when  he  took  a  stand  that 
he  believed  was  right,  he  could  not  be  swerved  nor  intimidated. 

“To  every  man  upon  this  earth 
Death  cometh  soon  or  late; 

And  how  can  man  die  better 
Than  fighting  fearful  odds 
For  the  ashes  of  his  fathers 
And  the  Temples  of  his  Gods.” 

Mr.  Zeiler  gave  freely  to  charity,  yet  he  did  so  as  an  anonymous  giver, 
and  the  extent  of  his  continued  benefactions  will  never  be  known.  He  was 
particularly  fond  of  young  people,  greatly  enjoyed  their  society,  and 
assisted  a  number  to  obtain  advanced  educations.  The  finer  things  of  life 
appealed  to  him  and  he  drew  much  enjoyment  from  his  right  living.  As 
a  son  and  husband  he  displayed  a  rare  devotion,  and  he  was  exceedingly 
fond  of  his  home. 

Mr.  Zeiler  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  many  years  ago. 
His  second  wife,  who  survives  him,  was  formerly  Miss  Ottilia  Prost,  of 
Buffalo,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Strauss)  Prost,  the  father  being  a 
pioneer  dyer  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Zeiler  resides  at  No.  8  College  street,  which 
was  the  home  of  Mr.  Zeiler  for  twenty-nine  years  prior  to  his  death, 
January  25,  1931. 


ARTHUR  R.  ATKINSON 

The  office  of  county  clerk  of  Erie  county  is  capably  filled  by  Arthur 
R.  Atkinson,  who  has  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  public  service  and  is  also 
a  successful  business  man.  He  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  New  York,  Janu¬ 
ary  13,  1878,  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  and  is  the 
seventh  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Gall)  Atkinson.  The  mother  was 
a  native  of  Scotland  and  when  a  child  of  nine  years  came  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents,  who  settled  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey.  In  that 
city  her  brother,  James  Gall,  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army,  remaining  on 
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active  duty  until  the  close  of  the  conflict  between  the  north  and  the 
south.  Samuel  Atkinson,  a  paternal  uncle  of  Arthur  R.  Atkinson,  also 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  joining  a  New  York  regiment  of  infantry,  and  lost 
a  leg  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.  The  paternal  grandfather  came  to  this 
country  from  the  south  of  Ireland  and  remained  in  the  United  States  until 
his  death  in  1835. 

His  son,  William  Atkinson,  was  born  at  Sandy  Hill,  a  town  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  New  York,  December  25,  1829,  and  was  but  six  years  old 
when  his  father  died.  He  was  reared  by  a  Presbyterian  family  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  limited  education  but  broadened  his  knowledge  by  subsequent 
reading  and  study.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  baker’s  trade,  manifest¬ 
ing  a  special  aptitude  for  that  line  of  work.  He  was  employed  as  a 
pastry  cook  in  some  of  the  best  hotels  in  New  York  state  and  excelled  in 
making  fancy  decorations  for  cakes.  Frugal  and  industrious,  he  was  able 
to  retire  at  the  age  of  forty  and  decided  to  leave  New  York  city,  where 
he  had  established  his  home  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  Accordingly  he 
located  near  Tonawanda  on  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land,  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  from  Dan  O’Day,  while  James  Mooney,  then  a  rising  young  attor¬ 
ney,  had  charge  of  the  legal  end  of  the  transaction.  Mr.  Atkinson  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing  away  August 
31,  1910,  when  he  was  eighty  years  of  age. 

Arthur  R.  Atkinson  mastered  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in  the 
public  schools  of  Tonawanda  and  Kenmore  high  school,  and  entered  com¬ 
mercial  life  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  soap  manufacturing  company, 
securing  a  large  trade  for  the  house  in  his  territory.  The  experience  thus 
gained  was  later  used  to  advantage  in  conducting  a  soap  business  of  his 
own  and  subsequently  he  directed  his  energies  into  other  channels,  open¬ 
ing  a  real  estate  and  insurance  office  in  Kenmore,  Erie  county.  He  is  still 
conducting  the  business,  which  is  carefully  and  wisely  managed  and  yields 
substantial  returns.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  State  Bank  of  Kenmore 
and  a  director  and  a  vice  president  of  the  Kenmore  Savings  and  Loan 
Association. 

Keenly  interested  in  political  matters,  Mr.  Atkinson  has  attended  sev¬ 
eral  state  conventions  of  the  republican  party  and  for  eight  years,  or  four 
terms,  represented  the  seventh  Erie  district  as  a  state  committeeman, 
while  during  that  period  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Erie  county  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  his  party.  In  1907  he  was  elected  assessor  of  Tona¬ 
wanda,  continuing  in  that  capacity  for  six  years,  and  from  1907  to  1913 
acted  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  assessors  of  Tonawanda.  He  remained 
out  of  politics  until  the  fall  of  1917,  when  he  was  elected  supervisor  of 
the  town  of  Tonawanda,  occupying  the  office  for  four  years,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  responsibilities  in  that  connection  was  president  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Kenmore  from  1919  to  1921.  Since  the  fall  of  1921  he  has  been 
county  clerk  of  Erie  county,  discharging  his  duties  with  the  thoroughness, 
fidelity  and  efficiency  which  have  at  all  times  characterized  his  public 
service.  In  1930  he  declined  a  renomination  as  county  clerk,  after  having 
served  three  terms. 
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Mr.  Atkinson  was  married  February  4,  1004,  to  Miss  Lillian  Horning, 
a  native  of  Lenox,  Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  James  L.  and  Georgiana 
Horning.  Her  father,  who  achieved  prominence  as  a  manufacturer  of 
wire,  is  now  deceased.  A  York  Rite  Mason,  Mr.  Atkinson  belongs  to  Tona- 
wanda  Lodge,  No.  247,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Tonawanda  Chapter,  No.  278,  R.  A.  M., 
of  which  he  is  a  life  member  and  past  high  priest;  Lake  Erie  Com- 
mandery,  No.  20,  K.  T. ;  Zuleika  Grotto  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  of  Buffalo,  while  his  wife  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  He  is  a  life  member  of  Buffalo  Nest,  No.  1,  of  the  order  of  Orioles 
and  is  likewise  identified  with  the  Kenmore  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
Cairo  Sanctorum,  No.  35,  Ancient  Mystic  Order  of  Samaritans  of  Buffalo. 
Genial  and  companionable  by  nature,  he  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
his  fellow  citizens  unite  in  bearing  testimony  to  his  ability,  his  public 
spirit  and  genuine  worth. 


WILLIAM  AUGUSTINE  McCONVEY 

A  lifelong  resident  of  Buffalo,  William  Augustine  McConvey  utilized  to 
the  full  the  opportunities  which  came  his  way  and  progressed  with  the 
city,  becoming  one  of  its  substantial  business  men  and  prominent  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  tobacco  trade.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  28, 
1868,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and  Hannah  (McDonald)  McConvey,  both 
natives  of  Ireland.  Coming  to  the  United  States  when  a  lad  of  ten  years, 
the  father  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  in  later  life  was 
identified  with  the  hardware  business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Reed 
&  McConvey,  enterprising  merchants,  who  enjoyed  a  large  patronage. 

William  A.  McConvey  acquired  his  early  training  in  a  parochial  school, 
continuing  his  studies  in  St.  Joseph’s  College,  and  after  his  graduation 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an  employe  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  filling  the  position  of  freight  clerk.  Later  he  was  with  the  Niagara 
Carting  Company  and  next  worked  in  the  city  hall  under  Mr.  Gavin.  In 
1896,  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-eight,  Mr.  McConvey  reached  the  turn¬ 
ing  point  in  his  career,  for  at  that  time  he  became  identified  with  the 
wholesale  and  retail  tobacco  house  of  C.  J.  Donovan,  entering  a  field  of  ac¬ 
tivity  in  which  he  was  destined  to  win  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  For 
many  years  he  remained  with  that  firm,  acquiring  the  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  which  he  used  to  advantage  when  he  embarked  in  the  tobacco 
business  on  Washington  street.  Under  his  wise  guidance  the  new  enter¬ 
prise  prospered  from  the  start.  He  remained  alone  for  several  years  and 
then  became  a  member  of  the  C.  J.  Donovan-Haas  Company  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  and  general  manager,  an  association  that  was  continued 
until  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation  in  the  spring  of  1926,  when  he  be¬ 
came  general  manager  under  the  new  management.  He  was  conversant 
with  every  phase  of  the  tobacco  industry  and  in  the  conduct  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  was  governed  by  the  progressive  spirit,  the  keen  discernment  and 
high  commercial  standards  which  seldom  fail  to  achieve  the  desired  results. 
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A  contemporary  writer  said  of  Mr.  McConvey:  “Few  men  had  a 
keener  knowledge  of  the  tobacco  business,  particularly  its  financing  phases, 
than  William  A.  McConvey,  known  to  everyone  in  the  trade  as  ‘Mac’ 
Through  his  familiarity  with  every  detail  of  the  tobacco  business  he  had 
perfected  a  system  of  stock-keeping  and  bookkeeping  which  in  simplicity 
and  perfection  could  hardly  be  improved  upon.  It  is  rare  indeed  for  the 
U.  S.  government  to  pass  out  bouquets.  Yet  several  years  ago,  after  in¬ 
come  tax  inspectors  had  sent  in  a  report  of  their  inspection  of  the  books 
of  this  firm,  it  was  returned  with  a  notation  that  never  had  a  clearer  or 
more  concise  report  been  submitted  by  any  firm  to  the  U.  S.  Treasury 
Department.” 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1898,  Mr.  McConvey  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Kief,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Katherine  (Doyle)  Kief,  the 
former  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  the  latter  of  Rochester,  New  York.  Mrs. 
McConvey  was  born  in  this  city,  attended  the  old  Central  high  school,  and 
for  some  years  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  in  school  No.  17.  She  has 
never  lost  interest  in  educational  affairs  and  is  a  director  of  the  Working 
Boys’  Home  and  vice  president  of  the  Little  Seminary.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McConvey  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is 
William  A.,  born  August  19,  1900.  After  being  graduated  from  the  La¬ 
fayette  high  school  he  took  the  science  course  in  Canisius  College,  from 
which  he  received  the  Bachelor  of  Science  degree.  This  was  followed  by 
two  years’  attendance  at  McGill  University  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and  he 
is  now  a  professor  in  the  Canisius  high  school.  He  belongs  to  Nu  Sigma 
Nu  medical  fraternity,  to  the  Sigma  Phi  Delta,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Na¬ 
tural  Sciences  and  is  an  associate  member  of  the  American  Chemical  So¬ 
ciety.  He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  the  Benevolent  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks.  Kathryn  M.,  who  pursued  her  education  in  Holy 
Angels  Academy,  the  Lafayette  high  school  and  the  State  Normal  Col¬ 
lege  at  Buffalo,  is  now  one  of  the  instructors  in  school  No.  36.  She  has 
membership  in  the  Teachers  Association  and  in  the  Society  of  Catholic 
Daughters  and  is  active  in  dramatic  circles  of  Buffalo.  Paul  R.,  born 
August  10,  1907,  was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  and 
from  Canisius  College,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science,  and  is  now  a  dealer  in  stocks  and  bonds. 

Mr.  McConvey  died  June  5,  1926,  as  the  result  of  being  struck  by  a 
trolley  car.  A  devout  Catholic,  he  took  an  active  part  in  all  church  work, 
was  a  member  of  the  Holy  Name  Society  and  attained  the  fourth  degree 
in  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Politically  he  was  a  democrat  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  he  cooperated  in  well  defined  plans 
and  projects  for  Buffalo’s  growth  and  betterment.  Mr.  McConvey  was 
very  fond  of  music  for  which  he  had  decided  talent.  He  possessed  a  fine 
tenor  voice  and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  choir  of  Holy  Angels 
Church.  He  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  a  business  man  of  high  stand¬ 
ing,  a  devoted  husband  and  father  and  a  loyal  friend.  In  every  relation 
of  life  Mr.  McConvey  measured  up  to  high  standards  and  his  untimely 
death  brought  deep  sorrow  to  all  with  whom  he  was  associated.  His 


404 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


widow  and  children  reside  at  624  Richmond  avenue  and  their  summer 
home  is  at  Wilmington  in  the  Adirondacks.  Mrs.  McConvey  is  a  faithful 
communicant  of  the  Church  of  the  Annunciation,  a  member  of  its  Altar 
Society,  and  is  also  identified  with  the  Catholic  Daughters  and  the  Sat¬ 
urday  Afternoon  Club.  She  represents  a  family  whose  members  have 
done  much  to  further  educational  progress  in  Buffalo  and  is  the  possessor 
of  those  qualities  which  inspire  esteem  and  friendship. 


ALDEN  ROGERS 

Alden  Rogers,  one  of  the  well  known  of  Buffalo’s  younger  business  men 
who  has  been  identified  with  interests  here  from  the  outset  of  his  career, 
was  born  in  this  city,  November  19,  1896,  a  son  of  William  Arthur  and 
Eleanor  (Silliman)  Rogers,  more  extended  mention  of  whom  appears  in 
another  part  of  this  publication. 

Alden  Rogers  completed  his  academic  education  at  the  Hill  school  of 
Pottstown,  Pennsylvania,  in  1916,  and  in  1920  graduated  from  Princeton 
University.  His  college  course  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  the 
United  States  into  the  World  war.  He  sailed  for  France,  June  30,  1917,  and 
was  there  on  duty  with  the  American  Field  Service.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Motor  Transport  Division  of  the  United  States  Army  in  September,  1917, 
and  remained  in  this  branch  until  June  3,  1919,  when  he  received  his  hon¬ 
orable  discharge  with  the  non-commissioned  rank  of  sergeant.  His  over¬ 
seas  service  extended  over  a  period  of  two  years. 

Returning  to  civilian  life,  Mr.  Rogers  reentered  Princeton  University  to 
graduate  in  1920.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  American  Radi¬ 
ator  Company  at  Buffalo,  and  from  1922  to  1926  was  connected  with  the 
sales  and  the  auditing  departments  of  that  corporation.  In  1928  he  joined 
J.  R.  Ingham  &  Company,  Incorporated,  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  re¬ 
maining  in  that  connection  until  October,  1930,  when  in  company  with 
Philip  T.  Newcomb  he  organized  the  insurance  firm  of  Rogers  &  Newcomb, 
with  offices  in  the  Genesee  building.  Among  his  other  business  interests 
and  connections,  Mr.  Rogers  is  a  partner  in  the  brokerage  and  investment 
house  of  Brody,  Herod  &  Company,  members  of  the  New  York,  Chicago, 
and  Buffalo  Stock  Exchanges,  with  a  Buffalo  office  in  the  M.  &  T.  building. 

Mr.  Rogers’  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  has  acted  as  deacon  and  Sunday  school  teacher.  His  political 
support  is  given  the  republican  party.  Appreciative  of  the  social  amenities 
of  life,  he  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash 
Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Cap  and  Gown  Club  of 
Princeton  University,  the  Symphony  Society  of  Buffalo  and  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  Aside  from  his  interest  in  business  affairs 
and  social  life  of  his  home  city,  Mr.  Rogers  is  known  as  an  enthusiastic 
devotee  of  fishing  and  of  music.  He  is  the  owner  of  an  exceptionally  valua¬ 
ble  violin,  the  famous  Earl  of  Darnley  Stradivarius  instrument. 
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On  January  22,  1927,  in  Buffalo,  Alden  Rogers  was  married  to  Miss 
Ruth  Alden,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Carlos  C.  and  Susan 
(Wiesmer)  Alden,  the  father  being  a  native  of  the  state  of  Maine  and  the 
mother  of  Unadilla,  Otsego  county,  New  York.  Carlos  C.  Alden  is  the  dean 
of  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School,  and  has  the  distinction  of  having 
been  legal  consel  for  Charles  Evans  Hughes  when  the  latter  was  governor 
of  New  York  state.  Mrs.  Rogers  was  educated  at  the  Warrenton  School  at 
Warrenton,  Virginia.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  and 
belongs  to  the  Campanile  Club  of  Buffalo.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  are  descendants  of  John  Alden,  noted  Pilgrim 
Father  who  lived  from  1599  to  1687.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  two  daugh¬ 
ters:  Susan  Rogers,  born  November  11,  1928;  and  Alice  Rogers,  born  No¬ 
vember  11,  1929.  The  family  residence  is  at  15  Nottingham  terrace, 
Buffalo. 


REV.  JAMES  COSBEY 

Natural  predilection  and  inherited  tendencies  inclined  the  Rev.  James 
Cosbey  toward  religious  work,  to  which  he  has  given  the  best  efforts  of 
his  life,  and  for  nearly  two  decades  has  been  rector  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd  at  96  Jewett  parkway,  Buffalo,  exerting  a 
strong  influence  for  moral  progress  here.  He  was  born  in  Stanhope,  Eng¬ 
land,  June  27,  1879,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  James  Cosbey,  who  became  vicar 
of  Ings,  England,  and  devoted  many  years  to  the  service  of  his  church, 
passing  away  in  1910.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Ellen  (Jump)  Cosbey,  also  a 
native  of  England,  is  now  living  in  New  Zealand.  Her  father,  the  Rev. 
Edward  Jump,  was  also  a  Church  of  England  clergyman  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  was  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church  at  Bolton,  England. 

Reared  in  a  spiritual  atmosphere,  and  surrounded  by  elevating  influ¬ 
ences,  the  Rev.  James  Cosbey  early  became  imbued  with  a  desire  to  fol¬ 
low  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  and  his  maternal  grandfather.  He  pur¬ 
sued  his  education  at  The  Old  College,  Windermere,  England,  and  upon 
coming  to  the  United  States  entered  Germantown  Academy  at  German¬ 
town,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  took  a  two  years’  course.  Later  he  was  a 
student  at  the  Philadelphia  Divinity  School,  and  in  1907  was  ordained  a 
minister  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  first  assigned  to  St.  James 
Church  in  Philadelphia  as  assistant,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  became 
rector  of  the  Church  at  Aboukir,  Jamaica,  in  the  British  West  Indies,  after 
which  he  was  priest  in  charge  of  the  Church  of  the  Epiphany  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio. 

In  the  spring  of  1911,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  on  April  13,  took  charge 
of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  which  he  has  served  continuously 
for  twenty  years — a  period  marked  by  noteworthy  achievement.  During 
the  period  of  his  rectorship  the  new  Jewett  Memorial  Hall  and  the  North- 
rup  Memorial  Chapel  have  been  added  to  the  property  of  the  church.  Its 
membership  has  steadily  increased  until  the  congregation  is  now  four 
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times  larger  than  it  was  in  1911.  When  the  building  was  constructed  by 
Elam  R.  Jewett,  it  was  on  the  outskirts  of  Buffalo,  in  the  midst  of  farms, 
but  time  has  wrought  a  marked  change  in  the  appearance  of  this  locality, 
which  is  now  a  metropolitan  center,  and  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shep¬ 
herd  has  become  one  of  the  leading  churches  of  the  diocese.  The  Rev. 
James  Cosbey  is  an  eloquent  preacher  and  a  tireless  worker,  who  has 
broadened  and  strengthened  the  ecclesiastical  interests  under  his  charge. 
In  the  educational  field  he  is  active  as  professor  of  religious  pedagogy 
and  of  Christian  missions  at  the  DeLancey  Divinity  School.  He  is  a 
trustee  of  the  diocese  of  western  New  York,  a  member  of  the  executive 
council  of  the  diocese,  a  trustee  of  the  Church  Extension  Society  and  hon¬ 
orary  canon  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral. 

Mr.  Cosbey’s  favorite  pastimes  are  tennis,  mountain  climbing  and 
traveling. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1909,  in  St.  Simeon’s  Church,  Philadelphia,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  the  Rev.  James  Cosbey  and  Miss  Mary  Fur¬ 
ness  Clapham,  a  daughter  of  John  Clapham,  a  textile  manufacturer,  who 
is  now  deceased.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Harriet 
McLaughlin,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  and  passed  away  in 
1927.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cosbey  have  a  son,  James,  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
October  30,  1910,  who  is  taking  a  pre-medical  course  at  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter,  Mary  Furness,  born  in  Buffalo,  March  29, 
1914,  and  now  attending  the  Park  School  at  Snyder,  New  York. 

The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  96  Jewett  parkway,  Buffalo.  Fra¬ 
ternally  the  Rev.  James  Cosbey  is  a  Mason,  with  membership  in  Highland 
Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Summit  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  & 
A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  votes  with  the 
republican  party  and  lends  the  weight  of  his  support  to  movements  of 
reform,  progress  and  improvement.  His  fine  qualities  of  heart  and  mind 
have  gained  for  him  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
his  earnest,  well  directed  efforts  have  been  a  vital  force  for  good  in  the 
city  in  which  he  has  long  resided. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  THOMSON 

William  Henry  Thomson,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  metal  furniture  in  Buffalo  since  1903,  has  also  had  a  very  diversified 
career  in  other  industrial  and  business  lines.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  his 
entire  modern  plant  at  1511  Niagara  street,  where  he  makes  metal  chairs, 
tables,  stools  and  other  types  of  furniture,  having  a  large  domestic  and 
export  trade.  He  is  likewise  the  proprietor  of  the  Hot-Glow  Electric 
Manufacturing  Company  at  the  same  address.  Mr.  Thomson  is  progres¬ 
sive  in  every  way,  and  has  achieved  success  by  persevering  and  energetic 
attention  to  his  work. 

A  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  January  8,  1866,  he 
is  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Jane  (Webb)  Thomson.  The  father  was  born  at 
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Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  was  a  retired 
sea  captain,  having  left  his  home  when  he  was  ten  years  old  and  followed 
the  sea  for  over  a  half  century,  visiting  all  the  principal  and  many  of  the 
smaller  ports  of  the  world.  Later  he  was  captain  and  part  owner  of  a  boat 
on  the  Great  Lakes.  He  was  a  republican  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  died  in  Buffalo. 

William  H.  Thomson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo, 
the  Heathcote  school,  and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  For 
five  years  afterward,  he  was  associated  with  the  Buffalo  Grape  Sugar 
Company,  first  as  office  boy  and  later  as  assistant  clerk.  He  was  then  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Nickel  Plate  Railroad  at  Buffalo  for  eighteen  years,  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  eight  years  of  which  period  he  was  cashier.  He  became  one 
of  the  pioneer  ice  cream  manufacturers  of  Buffalo  and  he  organized 
A.  Dutch  &  Company,  Incorporated,  manufacturers  of  store  fixtures,  serv¬ 
ing  as  secretary  and  treasurer  for  five  years.  He  built  a  hotel  at  the  Pan- 
American  Exposition  grounds,  conducting  it  for  eighteen  months  during 
the  exposition,  after  which  he  sold  it.  Despite  the  fact  that  he  had  had 
no  previous  hotel  experience,  Mr.  Thomson  proved  to  be  a  successful  hotel 
manager.  .  In  1903  he  established  business  as  a  manufacturer  of  metal 
furniture,  which  he  conducts  at  present,  being  located  during  the  entire 
time  at  1511  Niagara  street,  Buffalo.  Mr.  Thomson  owns  the  plant  and 
building,  also  his  fine  residence  at  66  Clarendon  place,  Buffalo,  and  a  tract 
of  valuable  land  on  Montana  avenue  in  Santa  Monica,  California.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Nash-Kenmore  Automobile  Company  of  Kenmore,  New 
York,  and  is  interested  in  a  number  of  other  companies. 

In  politics  Mr.  Thomson  is  a  republican,  and  he  attends  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Veterans’  Association  of  Company 
F,  Seventy-fourth  Regiment;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  of  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club ;  and  the  City 
Planning  Association. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  married  in  1896  to  Miss  Emma  K.  Stein,  a  native  of 
Buffalo  who  died  here.  Her  father,  the  late  Charles  P.  Stein,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  was  in  the  men’s  furnishing  and  tailoring  business  at 
Buffalo,  where  he  passed  away.  In  1916  Mr.  Thomson  married  Mrs. 
Gertrude  M.  Bartlett,  who  was  born  at  Harbor  Beach,  Michigan,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rev.  S.  G.  Bartlett,  a  Methodist  minister  of  Steamburg,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Thomson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Michigan,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Town  Club. 


IRA  T.  GLEASON 

The  late  Ira  T.  Gleason,  who  was  extensively  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
dairy  products  business  in  Buffalo  and  prominently  affiliated  with  local 
civic,  club  and  fraternal  affairs,  was  born  March  4,  1856,  at  Ischua,  Cat¬ 
taraugus  county,  New  York,  a  son  of  Ira  T.  and  Maria  C.  (Farwell) 
Gleason.  Ira  T.  Gleason,  the  father,  was  a  native  of  Sutton,  Massachu- 
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setts,  and  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  thirty-five  years.  He 
was  identified  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  Torry  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  and  was  a  man  of  high  reputation  in  business  life.  His  wife,  Maria 
C.  (Farwell)  Gleason,  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York,  died  in  1909, 
when  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  Ira  T.  Gleason,  the  subject  of  this  re¬ 
view,  was  an  only  child  and  came  of  English  ancestry  in  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  lines.  His  great-grandfather  moved  to  Ischua,  New  York, 
from  Massachusetts,  and  purchased  land  from  the  Holland  Land  Com¬ 
pany,  as  did  the  grandfather,  whose  ground  was  covered  with  choice  pine 
timber  and  who  operated  a  sawmill.  Members  of  the  family  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  and  fought  in  the  battle  of  Lexington.  One  was  a 
member  of  General  Washington’s  staff,  and  another  helped  throw  the  tea 
in  Boston  harbor. 

Ira  T.  Gleason  attended  country  school  and  worked  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  pursued  academic 
studies  and  at  the  same  time  clerked  in  a  general  store  in  Franklinville, 
New  York.  He  was  thus  employed  for  about  six  years  and  during  that 
period  gained  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  business  of  buying  and 
selling  dairy  products.  In  1886  he  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  dairy  products  business  at  100  West  Market  street  for  three  years. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  moved  to  150  Michigan  street  and 
became  associated  with  Harrison  W.  Eacker  under  the  firm  name  of 
Gleason  &  Eacker.  After  a  few  years  Mr.  Eacker  retired  and  Willard 
W.  Lansing  acquired  partnership,  the  firm  becoming  Gleason  &  Lansing. 
The  business  was  continued  at  the  latter  location  until  1917,  when  Mr. 
Gleason  sold  out  and  went  to  Albany,  New  York,  and  for  five  months 
served  on  the  committee  which  revised  the  laws  having  to  do  with  New 
York  state  agricultural  conditions.  During  the  period  of  the  United 
States’  participation  in  the  World  war,  Mr.  Gleason  was  in  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania,  as  president  and  general  manager  of  the  Lackawanna  Cold 
Storage  Company,  which  office  he  retained  throughout  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and  engaged 
in  the  brokerage  business  at  162  Perry  street,  dealing  in  carload  lots  of 
dairy  products  on  the  tracks.  In  this  business  he  continued  with  marked 
success  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  4,  1931.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  a  director  of  the  Danahy  Faxon 
Stores,  Inc.,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Ellicottville. 

Mr.  Gleason  was  married  September  4,  1878,  to  Caroline  S.  Stilwell,  a 
native  of  Franklinville,  New  York,  and  daughter  of  Horatio  and  Dorothy 
Stilwell,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Gleason  died  in  1924,  leaving 
three  children.  Horatio  S.,  the  eldest,  born  November  5,  1880,  and  now  a 
resident  of  Franklinville,  New  York,  married  Mary  Smith  of  Greenfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  they  have  one  child,  Horatio  S.,  Jr.  Ethel  M.,  the 
second  in  order  of  birth,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College,  is  the  wife  of  Robert 
R.  McGeorge,  a  leading  photographer  of  Buffalo,  and  their  two  children 
are  Barbara  and  Bruce.  The  third  child  of  the  family  is  Dorothea  G.,  the 
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wife  of  Walter  Fox  of  Narberth,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
advertising-  agency  of  Fox  &  McKenzie  of  Philadelphia.  They  have  three 
sons:  Ira,  John  and  Roger. 

Mr.  Gleason  was  an  active  republican,  but  always  refused  to  serve  in 
any  public  office  until  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board  of  educa¬ 
tion,  of  which  he  was  chosen  chairman,  in  which  capacity  he  was  serving 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Michigan  Avenue 
Bridge  Commission.  Fraternally  he  was  identified  with  the  following 
Masonic  bodies:  Hiram  Lodge,  No.  105,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  was  a 
life  member;  Buffalo  Chapter,  No.  71,  R.  A.  M. ;  Lake  Erie  Commandery, 
No.  20,  K.  T. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  His  name  was  also 
on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Automo¬ 
bile  Club  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  First  Congregational  Church,  the  teachings  of  which 
found  exemplification  in  his  daily  life.  His  death  was  the  occasion  of 
deep  and  widespread  regret,  and  his  memory  will  ever  be  cherished  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  were  nearest  and  dearest  to  him. 


LAWRENCE  V.  WHISTLER 

Lawrence  V.  Whistler,  who  is  accorded  a  very  favorable  reputation 
among  the  younger  business  men  of  Buffalo,  is  a  vice  president  of  the  firm 
of  S.  B.  Whistler  &  Sons,  of  which  his  father  is  president.  They  are  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tools,  dies,  and  stampings,  at  752-4  Military 
road  in  a  new  factory,  equipped  with  the  most  modern  tool-making  ma¬ 
chinery  known  to  the  trade. 

Mr.  Whistler  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  September  28, 
1894,  a  son  of  Sanford  B.  and  Florence  Ellen  (Smith)  Whistler.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  May  6,  1855,  and  his  wife  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Dominion.  They  now  live  at  Kenmore,  New  York. 
The  important  business  of  which  he  is  now  the  president  was  started  in 
1917  as  a  partnership  under  the  title  of  Whistler  &  Schalander,  and  was 
located  at  1283  Niagara  street.  In  February,  1927,  it  was  moved  to  1459 
Niagara  street.  In  1925  Mr.  Whistler  purchased  his  partner’s  interest 
in  the  business,  and  in  1926  the  company  was  incorporated  under  the 
present  title,  since  which  time  Sanford  B.  Whistler  has  been  president;  his 
sons,  Lawrence  V.  and  Sanford  Arthur  vice  presidents;  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Florence  E.  Whistler,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Whistler  is  a  repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  views.  They  have  a  son,  Sanford  Arthur,  of  Ken¬ 
more,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Henry  Seibert,  of  Buffalo. 

Lawrence  V.  Whistler,  their  other  son,  was  educated  in  the  Buffalo 
public  schools.  He  became  a  partner  of  E.  S.  Burrows  in  the  Burrows 
Electric  Company,  at  79  Allen  street,  Buffalo,  which  arrangement  con¬ 
tinued  until  Mr.  Whistler  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  and  entered 
training  at  Fort  Porter,  New  York.  He  was  there  three  months,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  was  promoted  to  sergeant,  then  was  sent  to  France 
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with  Base  Hospital  No.  23,  and  was  overseas  for  a  period  of  twenty-three 
months.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Camp  Upton.  He  then  became  associated  with  his  father  in  business, 
and  when  the  company  was  incorporated  became  a  vice  president.  Mr. 
Whistler  is  a  republican,  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  and 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  known  as  an  ardent  fisherman, 
and  has  a  most  interesting  hobby  in  hammering  antique  copper. 

Mr.  Whistler  was  married  November  27,  1921,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Flor¬ 
ence  Mary  Kennedy,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  J.  W.  and 
Anna  (Doyle)  Whistler,  the  father  being  foreman  at  the  Buffalo  post 
office.  Mrs.  Whistler  graduated  at  the  Lafayette  high  school,  and  later 
took  a  business  course  in  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whistler  have  a  son, 
Lawrence  Vernon  Whistler,  born  November  27,  1922. 


HOWARD  L.  WRIGHT 

Howard  L.  Wright,  one  of  the  foremost  druggists  of  Buffalo,  is  sole 
owner  of  the  Statler  Hotel  Pharmacy,  also  a  partner  in  the  Amherst  drug 
store  at  Williamsville,  New  York,  and  a  director  of  the  Alden  State  Bank. 
Since  receiving  his  university  degree  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
drug  business,  and  he  has  made  a  noteworthy  success  in  this  field  by  care¬ 
ful  attention  to  the  trade  and  modern  methods  in  the  conduct  of  his  store. 
He  is  recognized  as  a  worthy  citizen  of  Buffalo,  with  a  reputation  for  hon¬ 
est  dealing  and  for  helpful  participation  in  local  affairs  of  moment. 

Howard  L.  Wright  was  born  in  Alexander,  New  York,  April  15,  1884, 
a  son  of  Frank  S.  and  Lucy  Maria  (Austin)  Wright.  His  father  was  also 
born  at  Alexander  in  1850,  and  died  in  Batavia,  New  York,  March  15,  1913. 
He  was  a  farmer,  a  democrat,  and  a  Baptist.  He  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Hannah  Wallace  (Judd)  Wright.  Samuel  Wright,  who  was  born  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife  was  born  at  Bethany,  New 
York,  and  both  died  at  Attica,  New  York.  On  his  paternal  side,  Howard 
L.  Wright  is  a  descendant  of  Liberty  Judd,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war.  Lucy  Maria  (Austin)  Wright,  the  mother  of  the  subject 
of  this  review,  was  born  at  Middlebury,  New  York,  July  4,  1860,  and  died 
at  Oakfield,  New  York,  in  March,  1896. 

Howard  L.  Wright  graduated  from  the  Attica  high  school  in  1903,  and 
in  1908  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pharmacy  from  the  University 
of  Buffalo.  He  immediately  established  a  drug  business  of  his  own  at 
1872  Niagara  street,  in  Buffalo,  where  he  continued  for  two  years,  then 
went  to  Alden,  New  York,  and  there  engaged  successfully  in  business  for 
ten  years.  At  Alden  he  also  had  the  local  agency  for  the  Ford  Motor  Com¬ 
pany  for  ten  years.  After  leaving  Alden,  Mr.  Wright  located  at  Orchard 
Park,  New  York,  and  there  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  two  years. 
In  July,  1922,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  establishing  a  drug  store  at  81  West 
Genesee  street  under  the  name  of  the  Statler  Hotel  Pharmacy,  which  is 
now  one  of  the  leading  stores  in  this  line  in  the  city,  dealing  in  the  finest 
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products  obtainable  in  the  world.  As  noted,  Mr.  Wright  is  a  partner  in 
the  Amherst  drug  store  of  Williamsville,  New  York,  and  a  director  of  the 
Alden  State  Bank.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Greater  Buffalo  Drug  Club, 
and  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  church  is  the 
Parkside  Lutheran,  and  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican 
party.  Mr.  Wright  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Alden  Lodge,  No. 
594,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Beta  Phi  Sigma  fraternity.  During  the 
World  war,  he  was  active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  in  the  city.  Golf 
and  fishing  are  his  favorite  diversions. 

Howard  L.  Wright  was  married  at  Buffalo,  in  1909,  to  Miss  Alta  C. 
Gruner,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Herman  A.  and  Fannie 
(Chick)  Gruner.  Mrs.  Wright  died  at  Alden,  New  York,  November  1, 
1911,  leaving  a  son,  Howard  L.,  Jr.,  born  August  22,  1911,  and  now  a 
student  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  a  member  of  the  class  of  1931.  Mr. 
Wright  was  married  in  January,  1912,  at  Buffalo,  to  Emma  A.  Frick,  who 
was  born  here,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Otto  and  Emma  A.  (Hinze)  Frick. 
The  father,  now  deceased,  was  associated  with  the  Hayes  Lithographing 
Company  for  thirty-five  years,  and  later  was  an  optometrist.  Mrs.  Wright 
graduated  at  the  Masten  Park  high  school  and  from  the  Buffalo  State  Nor¬ 
mal,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Parkside  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  a  daughter, 
Marian  E.  Wright,  born  February  2,  1920. 


MEYER  ULLMAN 

Meyer  Ullman,  who  is  the  president  and  founder  of  the  wholesale  and 
retail  fur  business  conducted  at  700  Main  street,  Buffalo,  under  the  title 
of  M.  Ullman,  Incorporated,  has  been  engaged  in  this  enterprise  for  well 
over  thirty  years,  and  has  become  widely  known  as  a  reputable  dealer  in 
high  class  furs  and  as  a  competent  authority  on  fur  products.  He  is  a 
native  of  Russia,  where  his  birth  occurred  September  17,  1881,  and  is  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Anna  (Fishman)  Ullman,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
the  old  country.  The  father  who  was  a  lumberman,  died  in  Europe,  while 
the  mother  passed  away  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Meyer  Ullman  came  to  the  United  States  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
making  his  way  to  Buffalo,  where  his  sister  resided.  Six  months  after 
his  arrival  in  this  city,  he  started  to  work  for  the  firm  of  Chase  &  Com¬ 
stock,  importers  of  hats,  but  six  months  later  went  to  New  York  city, 
where  he  was  employed  by  various  firms  in  the  fur  business.  After  two 
years  he  went  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  likewise  worked  for 
several  fur  companies.  He  next  returned  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  in 
partnership  with  Adolph  Wolfe  established  a  fur  business  at  492  Wash¬ 
ington  street  under  the  name  of  Wolfe  &  Ullman.  After  one  year,  he 
sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Wolfe,  and  in  1895  opened  a  business  for  himself 
at  the  corner  of  Hudson  and  Franklin  streets.  A  year  later,  he  moved 
to  621  Main  street,  where  he  was  in  partnership  with  Mrs.  Mary  Brown, 
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as  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Ullman,  for  four  years.  He  then  established  a 
wholesale  fur  business  at  692  Main  street,  up-stairs,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  then  moved  to  Mohawk  street,  over  the  Hens  &  Kelly 
store,  where  he  continued  four  years.  His  next  move  was  to  the  Builders 
Exchange  building  at  the  corner  of  Pear  and  Court  streets,  where  his 
wholesale  business  occupied  the  entire  seventh  floor  for  six  years.  In 
1914  he  moved  to  his  present  location  at  700  Main  street,  first  occupying 
the  entire  fourth  floor,  which  was  augmented  in  1923  by  a  first  floor  retail 
fur  store.  Mr.  Ullman  now  has  one  of  the  principal  fur  houses  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier,  and  associated  with  him  are  his  two  sons,  Leon  M.  and 
Joseph  H.  Ullman. 

He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Beth  El  Congregation  of  Buffalo  and  the  Montefiore  Club.  Fishing  and 
tennis  are  his  favorite  diversions. 

Mr.  Meyer  Ullman  was  married  at  New  York  city  to  Miss  Bertha 
Zatulove,  a  daughter  of  Harry  and  Belle  Zatulove,  of  that  city.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  Mrs.  Ullman  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ullman  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Mrs.  Henrietta  A. 
Raff,  of  New  York  city,  whose  husband  is  in  the  wholesale  jewelry  busi¬ 
ness,  and  they  have  two  children,  Bertram  and  Bernice ;  Leon  Meyer  Ull¬ 
man,  who  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1922,  and  is  vice  president  of  M.  Ullman,  Incorporated; 
Joseph  H.  Ullman,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Lafayette  high  school,  and  is 
associated  with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  fur  business;  and  Elsie 
Ruth  Ullman,  who  is  a  senior  (1930)  at  the  University  of  Buffalo. 


CHARLES  H.  UTLEY 

Among  the  business  men  of  the  latter  generation  prominent  in  Buffalo 
was  the  late  Charles  H.  Utley,  whose  death  occurred  here,  May  30,  1918. 
In  many  and  diverse  affairs  of  his  native  city,  he  took  a  sincere  and  active 
interest,  and  his  position,  socially  and  in  club  life,  was  befitting  his  family 
station  in  the  community  and  worthy  of  the  fine  personal  characteristics 
which  he  manifested.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo  September  1,  1846,  a  son  of 
Horace  and  Charlotte  (Spicer)  Utley.  His  father  was  a  well  known  mer¬ 
chant  of  the  city,  a  dealer  in  hardwoods  and  upholstery  supplies,  both  in 
manufacturing  and  retailing. 

Charles  H.  Utley  attended  a  private  school  conducted  by  Mr.  Ernst, 
then  the  public  schools  and  subsequently  matriculated  in  the  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute  at  Troy,  New  York.  Following  his  graduation  he 
took  over  his  father’s  business,  which  later  included  the  sale  of  pianos  in 
addition  to  cabinet  work  and  upholstering,  and  in  its  conduct  he  continued 
active  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  also  a  director  of  the 
Third  National  Bank  of  Buffalo  and  was  widely  known  as  a  successful  and 
representative  business  man  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Utley  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  democratic  party  and  was 
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an  ardent  supporter  of  Grover  Cleveland.  He  was  intensely  interested  in 
military  affairs,  and  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  both  General  Howard 
and  General  Rogers.  He  served  as  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church  for  twenty-four  years  and  was  also  highly  esteemed  among  his 
fellow  members  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the 
Ellicott  Club. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1879,  Mr.  Utley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Bach,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Emily  (Buck)  Bach,  of  Buffalo. 
Their  only  son,  Charles  Bach  Utley,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  18, 
1890,  and  in  the  acquirement  of  an  education  attended  Nichols  School  at 
Buffalo,  the  Pawling  School  for  Boys  at  Pawling,  New  York,  and  Williams 
College  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  being  a  graduate  of  the  last 
named  institution.  He  began  his  active  career  in  association  with  his 
father,  representing  the  third  successive  generation  of  Utleys  in  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  joined  the  United  States  military  forces  in  1917,  was  first  on 
duty  on  the  Mexican  border  and  afterward  served  in  the  aviation  branch, 
being  stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe  until  the  close  of  the  World  war.  He 
married  Katherine  Phelps,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Hannah  Phelps,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Edward  Charles, 
born  in  1927.  Charles  B.  Utley  is  now  engaged  in  the  investment  securi¬ 
ties  business.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  membership  in  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club  and 
the  Cherry  Hill  Club. 

In  December,  1920,  Mrs.  Mary  (Bach)  Utley  became  the  wife  of  Ed¬ 
ward  G.  Felthousen,  who  died  January  15,  1930.  A  review  of  the  career 
of  Mr.  Felthousen  may  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work. 


JUDGE  DANIEL  JOSEPH  KENEFICK 

Daniel  Joseph  Kenefick,  senior  member  of  one  of  Buffalo’s  most  prom¬ 
inent  law  firms,  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth,  was  born 
in  this  city  October  15,  1863,  a  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (O’Connell) 
Kenefick,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  where  they  were  also 
married,  coming  thence  to  Buffalo  in  the  late  ’50s. 

Daniel  J.  Kenefick  attended  the  grade  schools,  graduating  from  high 
school  in  1881,  and  then  entered  the  law  office  of  Crowley  &  Movius.  On 
October  16,  1884,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state,  and  on 
January  1,  1886,  was  appointed  as  assistant  in  the  legal  department  of 
the  city  of  Buffalo.  Shortly  afterward  he  resigned  to  become  second 
assistant  district  attorney  under  George  T.  Quinby,  thus  serving  during 
the  five-year  period  between  1887  and  1892.  He  was  then  appointed  first 
assistant  district  attorney,  and  when  George  T.  Quinby  resigned  as  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  in  1894,  Governor  Flower  appointed  Mr.  Kenefick  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him.  In  the  same  year  the  republicans  nominated.  Mr.  Kenefick  for 
the  office  of  district  attorney.  He  was  elected,  took  office  in  1895  and  was 
reelected  three  years  later,  making  a  notable  record  in  the  position.  On 
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the  30th  of  December,  1898,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Black  to  till 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  late  Hamilton  Ward  as  justice  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  appointment  taking  effect  January  1,  1899.  The  same 
year  he  was  nominated  and  elected  to  the  supreme  bench  for  a  term  of 
fourteen  years. 

It  was  in  June,  1906,  that  Judge  Kenefick  was  invited  to  become  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Bissell,  Carey  &  Cooke,  to  succeed  Martin 
Carey,  senior  member,  who  had  moved  to  New  York  city.  The  law  firm 
then  became  known  as  Kenefick,  Cooke  &  Mitchell  and  later  as  Kenefick, 
Cooke,  Mitchell  &  Bass,  subsequently  assuming  its  present  firm  style.  It 
was  the  outgrowth  of  the  firm  of  Bass,  Cleveland  &  Sicard,  President 
Grover  Cleveland  having  been  one  of  the  members,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  law  firms  of  the  country.  Judge  Kenefick  has  had  a  notable 
career  in  his  profession,  attaining  a  position  of  prominence  therein,  which 
ranks  him  with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  his  generation  in  western  New7 
York. 

A  very  important  civic  service  was  performed  by  Judge  Kenefick  in 
1926-7  as  chairman  of  the  commission,  appointed  by  direction  of  a  popu¬ 
lar  referendum,  to  draft  a  new  city  charter.  The  report  embodied  the 
results  of  his  many  years  of  study  of  the  problems  of  municipal  govern¬ 
ment.  It  included  several  original  features  and  was  a  practical  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  lessons  of  local  experience,  making  it  in  some  respects  a  new 
model  for  the  efficient  administration  of  cities.  The  charter  was  adopted 
at  a  special  election  on  August  29,  1927,  and  went  into  effect  on  January 
1,  1928. 

Judge  Kenefick  was  married  June  30,  1891,  to  Miss  Maysie  Germain, 
a  daughter  of  Victor  and  Ella  Germain,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two 
sons,  Daniel  J.,  Jr.,  and  Theodore  G.,  both  of  whom  are  well  known  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Buffalo  bar  and  are  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  The  death  of  Mrs.  Kenefick  occurred  August  6th,  1928.  Judge 
Kenefick  resides  at  841  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo. 


FREDERICK  W.  WHALEY 

Frederick  W.  Whaley,  who  is  the  sole  owner  of  the  live  stock  com¬ 
mission  business  of  Rice  &  Whaley,  at  10  Live.  Stock  Exchange,  in  Buffalo, 
is  of  the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  conduct  this  important  enter¬ 
prise,  theirs  being  one  of  the  real  pioneer  companies  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  having  been  in  existence  for  over  fifty  years.  The  title  of  Rice 
&  Whaley  is  one  of  the  most  familiar  to  the  live  stock  producers  of  New 
York  state  and  the  middle  west,  as  it  has  been  retained  during  the  entire 
life  of  the  company  to  date,  and  the  present  owner  has  proved  a  worthy 
successor  of  his  able  and  worthy  forebears  who  carried  the  business 
through  the  many  years  of  development. 

Frederick  W.  Whaley  was  born  in  Buffalo,  November  28,  1905,  a  son 
of  Herbert  G.  and  Georgiana  (Mullen)  Whaley.  His  grandparents  in  the 
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paternal  line  were  William  and  Eliza  (Reddicliffe)  Whaley.  The  former, 
who  was  born  in  Scotland  and  died  in  Buffalo,  was  originally  a  school 
teacher  in  England,  then  migrated  to  Canada,  and  later  came  to  Buffalo, 
where  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Rice,  organized  the  live  stock  com¬ 
mission  firm  of  Rice  &  Whaley  in  1880,  soon  after  the  Buffalo  Live  Stock 
Exchange  building  was  completed.  His  son,  Herbert  G.  Whaley,  the 
father  of  Frederick  W.  Whaley,  was  born  at  Stratford,  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  March  14,  1868,  and  died  at  Los  Angeles,  California, 
February  21,  1930,  having  been  in  the  live  stock  commission  business 
during  his  active  career.  In  early  manhood  he  became  associated  with 
the  firm  of  Rice  &  Whaley,  which  company  was  owned  by  his  father  and 
his  uncle.  After  the  death  of  the  elder  Whaley,  in  1887,  he  became  a  part¬ 
ner  of  Mr.  Rice.  In  1909  the  concern  was  incorporated  as  the  Rice  & 
Whaley  Company,  Incorporated,  and  he  became  president,  which  office  he 
retained  until  1922.  In  that  year  the  company  was  dissolved  and  Mr. 
Whaley  became  sole  owner,  but  he  continued  to  use  the  old  title.  He 
had  branch  offices  at  Toronto,  Ontario;  Winnipeg,  Manitoba;  and  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Los  Angeles  Live  Stock 
Exchange  and  for  about  ten  years  spent  his  winters  in  California.  Prior 
to  his  demise,  he  sold  out  all  of  his  branches.  He  owned  a  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  at  Clarence,  New  York,  and  here  he  engaged 
in  the  breeding  of  fine  cattle  and  horses.  He  was  also  an  extensive  exporter 
of  cattle  and  sheep.  Herbert  G.  Whaley  was  president  of  the  Buffalo  Live 
Stock  Exchange  for  two  terms.  He  was  active  in  the  democratic  party, 
and  was  tendered  the  nomination  for  county  treasurer  and  also  sheriff, 
but  declined.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Asbury-Delaware  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  and  held  a  number  of  offices  in  this  religious  society.  During 
his  lifetime  Mr.  Whaley  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club,  the  Saddle  &  Bridle  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Canoe 
Club.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Georgiana  Mullen,  was 
born  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  July  25,  1868,  and  died  in  this  city  on  the 
6th  of  August,  1927.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  late  William  A.  Mullen, 
who  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  at  one  time  owned  and  operated  a  hotel 
in  Buffalo  at  the  corner  of  Exchange  and  Wells  streets,  opposite  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  station. 

Frederick  W.  Whaley  began  his  education  in  the  Franklin  school  of 
Buffalo  and  in  1924  graduated  from  the  Nichols  School.  He  continued  his 
studies  in  Lehigh  University,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  the  year  1928.  While  a  student  in  the  Nichols 
School,  he  was  business  manager  of  the  Nichols  News,  and  during  his 
university  career  he  was  a  member  of  the  national  journalistic  fraternity, 
Pi  Delta  Epsilon,  and  was  business  manager  of  the  Brown  &  White,  the 
school  publication.  After  completing  his  studies,  Mr.  Whaley  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  live  stock  commission  business,  which 
happy  arrangement  continued  until  the  latter’s  death  in  1930,  at  which 
time  he  became  the  sole  owner  and  has  since  operated  the  company  under 
the  same  title.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Live  Stock  Exchange.  The 
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political  affiliation  of  Mr.  Whaley  is  with  the  democratic  party,  and  his 
church  is  the  First  Presbyterian.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club ; 
the  Buffalo  Saddle  &  Bridle  Club,  of  which  he  is  also  a  director;  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club;  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences;  and  the  Psi 
Upsilon  collegiate  fraternity.  Mr.  Whaley  was  one  of  the  vice  chairmen 
of  the  Derby  horse  show  in  1930,  and  has  exhibited  animals  of  his  own 
at  numerous  shows.  He  has  recently  taken  an  interest  in  polo  and  owns 
several  polo  ponies. 

On  August  11,  1928,  at  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Whaley  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Matthews,  a  native  of  Bethlehem  and 
a  daughter  of  James  E.  and  Caroline  (Myers)  Matthews.  Mrs.  Whaley’s 
father  was  manager  of  the  ordnance  department  of  the  Bethlehem  Steel 
Company  and  is  now  president  of  the  Bethlehem  Trust  Company.  He 
is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  his  wife,  now  deceased,  was  born  at  Bethle¬ 
hem,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Whaley  graduated  from  Miss  Harcum’s  School 
at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania,  in  1927.  Her  religious  faith  is  indicated  by 
her  membership  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Whaley  there  has  been  born  a  son,  Frederick  W.,  Jr.,  whose  natal 
day  was  July  27,  1929. 


MARY  REBECCA  CASS 

One  of  the  most  signal  achievements  in  the  history  of  American  women 
in  business  is  the  success  attained  by  Mary  Rebecca  Cass,  who  is 
the  general  manager  of  the  firm  of  F.  N.  Burt  Company,  Limited,  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York.  For  nearly  forty  years  she  has  been  associated  with  this 
company,  and  has  won  her  high  position  and  reputation  solely  through 
the  merit  of  her  services.  She  has  displayed  extraordinary  initiative  in 
her  management  of  company  affairs,  has  made  her  official  decisions  wisely 
and  with  an  intimate  basic  knowledge  of  the  business,  and  has  been  a  most 
important  factor  in  guiding  the  development  of  the  enterprise  during  her 
incumbency. 

Miss  Cass  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late 
James  M.  and  Elizabeth  Brew  (Holden)  Cass.  Her  father,  who  was  a 
stonemason  by  trade,  was  of  English  descent,  while  her  mother  was  born 
on  the  Isle  of  Man.  Having  finished  her  public  school  education  by  gradu¬ 
ation  from  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  Miss  Cass  started  to  work 
for  the  F.  N.  Burt  Company  as  an  office  girl,  for  which  service  she  received 
the  sum  of  four  dollars  each  week.  Through  the  following  years  she 
gave  unremitting  loyalty  and  arduous  effort  to  this  company,  and  this 
combined  with  capability  and  honesty  brought  her  to  her  present  position, 
as  general  manager  of  the  largest  company  in  the  world  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  small  paper  boxes.  Upon  the  completion  of  thirty  years 
of  service,  February  3,  1921,  Miss  Cass  was  honored  with  a  banquet  given 
by  the  officers  and  employees  of  the  company.  At  that  time,  Mr.  Burt 
was  in  Florida  and  those  in  charge  of  the  banquet  wired  to  him  for  a 
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message  to  be  read  at  this  time.  In  his  reply  Mr.  Burt  referred  to  Miss 
Cass  as  follows: 

“In  September,  1909,  I  sold  the  business  and  a  new  company  was 
formed  under  the  laws  of  the  province  of  Ontario  called  the  F.  N.  Burt 
Company,  Limited.  Under  the  agreement,  I  was  to  remain  and  continue 
managing  the  business  as  before,  for  a  period  of  two  years.  These  two 
years  were  demanded  of  me  in  order  to  give  the  directors  time  to  secure 
and  break  in  a  competent  man  to  succeed  me.  At  the  end  of  that  period, 
no  one  had  been  found,  and  I  served  notice  that  at  the  end  of  another 
six  months  I  would  resign,  and  recommended  that  a  man  be  procured  im¬ 
mediately.  Several  men  were  considered,  but  were  not  deemed  worthy  of 
a  trial.  Finally  I  was  requested  to  name  my  successor.  I  told  them  that 
Miss  Cass  had  been  my  ‘right  hand  man’  for  many  years ;  was  thoroughly 
conversant- with  my  policies;  had  grown  and  developed  with  the  business 
since  its  infancy;  and,  while  she  was  a  woman,  I  knew  of  no  better  or 
more  competent  person  than  Miss  Cass  to  assume  my  duties.  I  anticipated 
some  reluctancy  on  the  part  of  the  directors  to  the  placing  of  a  woman  in 
this  most  important  office  of  the  business  and  there  was  some  hesitation, 
but  she  was  given  the  position  of  general  manager  over  all  the  plants,  and 
we  all  know  how  well  she  has  filled  the  place.  The  company  has  been  for¬ 
tunate  in  retaining  Miss  Cass,  and  I  know  that  her  fellow  workers  have 
been  fortunate  in  having  her  for  general  manager.  I  hope  that  Miss  Cass 
may  continue  to  control  the  destinies  of  the  factories  for  many  years  and 
retain  as  many  of  the  old  organization  with  her  as  possible;  and  not  only 
that,  but  she  may  continue  in  good  health  and  happiness.” 

Despite  the  fullness  of  her  business  life,  Miss  Cass  has  found  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  joy  in  rearing  an  adopted  son  to  young  manhood.  In  1910  she 
adopted  William  Andrew  Cass,  then  four  years  of  age.  He  was  educated 
in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1925  graduated  from  the 
Nichols  School,  after  which  he  entered  Dartmouth  College.  After  leav¬ 
ing  the  latter  school,  he  became  associated  with  the  F.  N.  Burt  Company, 
Limited.  In  March,  1929,  he  married  Frances  Josephine  Fairbairn,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  F.  and  Helen  (Springer)  Fairbairn  of  Buffalo. 

Miss  Cass  is  an  active  member  of  the  Zonta  Club,  an  international  asso¬ 
ciation  of  business  women.  She  belongs  to  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  and  in  politics  is  a  republican.  Her  residence  at  Buffalo  is  at  57 
Woodbridge  street. 


LEVI  RUSLANDER 

The  business  of  Levi  Ruslander  is  one  in  which  the  paternal  line  of 
his  family  has  engaged  for  generations.  Under  the  name  of  A.  S.  Rus¬ 
lander  &  Son,  at  214  Terrace  street,  in  Buffalo,  he  is  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  cafeteria  and  kitchen  equipment,  and  in  coppersmithing  and 
retinning.  This  is  one  of  the  older  industries  of  the  Niagara  Frontier, 
having  been  established  in  November,  1888,  by  Abraham  Samuel  Rus- 
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lander,  the  father  of  the  present  proprietor.  Levi  Ruslander  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  of  the  Jewish  citizens  of  Buffalo,  actively  associated 
with  fraternal,  civic  and  club  organizations,  and  he  has  the  respect  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  He  was  born  at  Verona,  New  York, 
June  6,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Stoll) 
Ruslander. 

Abraham  Samuel  Ruslander  was  born  in  Russia,  May  10,  1841,  and  is 
living  in  Buffalo.  He  came  to  the  United  States  from  the  old  country 
just  before  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  presidency,  and  set¬ 
tled  at  Verona,  New  York.  He  was  a  son  of  Solomon  Ruslander,  who  was 
a  coppersmith  during  his  entire  life  in  Russia,  and  engaged  in  the  tin- 
smithing  business  at  Verona.  Later,  he  moved  to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  manufactured  torpedo  shells  for  shooting  wells.  He  next  set¬ 
tled  on  a  farm  at  North  Collins,  Erie  county,  New  York,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  from  1884  to  November,  1888,  then  established  a  hardware  and 
tinsmithing  business  at  289  Connecticut  street,  Buffalo,  under  his  own 
name.  Two  years  afterward,  he  moved  to  the  corner  of  William  and  Pine 
streets.  In  1904  the  firm  name  of  A.  S.  Ruslander  &  Son  was  adopted, 
Levi  Ruslander  having  been  admitted  as  a  partner.  Removal  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  location  was  made  in  the  year  1920.  In  July,  1916,  Abraham  Samuel 
Ruslander,  having  attained  a  reasonable  age  for  retirement,  turned  over 
the  business  to  his  son,  and  sought  relaxation  from  hard  work  to  enjoy  the 
material  rewards  he  had  gained.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Aver- 
Sholem  Congregation  of  Buffalo,  and  has  served  as  president.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  democrat.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Stoll)  Ruslander,  was  born  in 
Russia,  in  June,  1842,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  June  2,  1915. 

Levi  Ruslander  attended  public  school  No.  38  in  Buffalo,  but  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years  began  working  for  his  father,  and  learned  tinsmithing  and 
coppersmithing.  He  continued  in  his  father’s  employ,  and  in  1904,  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  became  a  partner  in  the  firm,  thereafter  known 
as  A.  S.  Ruslander  &  Son,  which  title  he  has  retained  to  the  present.  In 
1916  the  father  retired  to  private  life  and  since  that  date  Levi  Ruslander 
has  been  the  owner  of  the  business  and  of  the  building,  now  also  having 
associated  with  him  his  twin  sons,  Harold  and  Richard. 

Mr.  Ruslander  is  a  charter  member  and  past  treasurer  of  the  Monte- 
fiore  Club,  and  is  likewise  a  charter  member  of  the  Willowdale  Country 
Club.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  membership  in  Wash¬ 
ington  Lodge,  No.  240,  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163,  Keystone  Council,  No. 
20,  Buffalo  Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  Zuleika 
Grotto.  His  name  is  on  the  membership  roll  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23, 
B.  P.  O.  E.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo  Res¬ 
taurant  Association,  the  Buffalo  Stewards  Association,  the  Buffalo  Hotel 
Association,  the  B’nai  B’rith  Lodge,  and  the  South  Shore  Country  Club. 
He  is  a  member  of  Beth  Zion  Temple,  and  is  active  in  a  number  of  re¬ 
ligious  organizations.  He  is  an  independent  voter  in  politics,  and  during 
the  war  period  of  1917-18  was  an  interested  and  patriotic  worker  in  the 
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Liberty  Loan,  Red  Cross,  and  Boy  Scout  drives  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Rus- 
lander’s  favorite  sport  is  golf. 

On  April  28,  1903,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Levi  Ruslander  and  Miss  Nellie  Zolki,  who  was  born  at  Sheffield,  England, 
a  daughter  of  Simon  and  Jennette  (Pinner)  Zolki,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father  died  in  Sheffield,  England,  in  1886,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  in  April,  1926.  Simon 
Zolki,  although  a  file-cutter  by  trade,  always  was  in  the  jewelry  business. 
Mrs.  Ruslander  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Franklin,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  is  one  of  the  foremost  members  of  Temple  Beth  Zion  of  Buffalo, 
belonging  to  all  the  congregation  societies,  and  is  the  head  of  the  sewing 
class  at  Community  House.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruslander  have  become  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Harold  S.  and  Richard  S., 
twins,  who  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan,  are  now  associ¬ 
ated  with  their  father  in  business.  Richard  S.  married  Miss  Jane  Shroder, 
of  Buffalo,  Harold  S.  married  Miss  Louise  Frank  of  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
Janet  E.  Ruslander,  the  daughter,  is  a  graduate  of  the  National  Kindergar¬ 
ten  and  Elementary  College  of  Evanston,  Illinois,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  of  Buffalo. 


JUDGE  GEORGE  E.  PIERCE 

Steadily  advancing  in  the  field  of  professional  service,  Judge  George  E. 
Pierce  left  the  office  of  city  attorney  of  Buffalo  to  become  a  member  of  the 
supreme  court  of  New  York  in  1920  and  in  the  intervening  period  of  ten 
years  has  won  high  standing  as  a  jurist,  establishing  a  record  which  re¬ 
flects  credit  and  honor  upon  his  state.  Born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New 
York,  August  3,  1863,  he  is  a  son  of  John  S.  Pierce  and  a  grandson  of 
William  Pierce,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  but  resided  for  many 
years  upon  his  farm  in  Cattaraugus  county,  this  state,  where  he  passed 
away.  His  wife,  Harriet  (Sawins)  Pierce,  was  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Cattaraugus  county.  Their  son,  John  S.  Pierce,  born  in  Genesee  county, 
New  York,  was  also  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  his  demise  occurred  in  Machias, 
Cattaraugus  county,  on  the  23d  of  November,  1924,  when  he  was  eighty- 
four  years  of  age.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  and  gave 
his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  In  community  affairs  he  was 
helpfully  interested  and  held  some  local  offices.  He  married  Marilda  A. 
Murphy,  who  was  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  county  and  departed  this  life 
March  23,  1928,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Her  parents, 
Ormel  and  Minerva  A.  (Weaver)  Murphy,  were  natives  of  Vermont, 
whence  they  removed  to  the  Empire  state,  settling  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
where  both  passed  away. 

Their  grandson,  Judge  George  E.  Pierce,  attended  Ten  Broeck  Acad¬ 
emy  at  Franklinville,  New  York,  where  he  also  took  a  course  in  the  Griffith 
Institute,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1898. 
Afterward  he  read  law  while  employed  in  the  office  of  Willard  H.  Ticknor, 
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an  attorney  of  Springville,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1891.  Enter¬ 
ing  upon  his  career  as  a  lawyer  in  Springville,  he  was  there  engaged  in 
practice  with  his  former  employer  for  a  short  time  as  junior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Ticknor  &  Pierce,  or  until  Mr.  Ticknor  located  in  Buffalo.  This 
association  was  resumed  when  Mr.  Pierce  removed  to  Buffalo  in  1903,  and 
continued  until  1910.  Three  years  later  he  became  city  attorney,  thus 
serving  until  1920.  The  ability  which  he  manifested  in  that  connection 
won  for  him  much  favorable  attention  and  in  the  fall  of  1920  he  was 
elected  to  the  supreme  court  of  New  York  for  a  term  of  fourteen  years. 
He  has  proven  well  qualified  for  the  exacting  work  of  this  high  tribunal, 
possessing  the  judicial  temperament,  breadth  of  mind  and  the  ability  to 
discern  and  condemn  false  testimony  or  sophistry  of  argument  in  support 
of  an  unworthy  cause,  and  is  noted  for  the  decisiveness  and  accuracy  of 
his  rulings  and  his  uniform  courtesy  to  the  bar. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1892,  Judge  Pierce  was  married  in  Spring¬ 
ville,  New  York,  to  Miss  Harriet  B.  Gardiner,  a  daughter  of  Yates  and 
Celinda  (Smith)  Gardiner,  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Pierce  is  a  native  of 
Springville  and  a  graduate  of  its  high  school.  By  her  marriage  she  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  daughters:  Ruth  E.,  who  won  the  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  Oberlin  College  of  Ohio,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Edward 
D.  Seymour,  of  Westfield,  New  Jersey,  and  has  a  son,  George;  and  Edna  S., 
who  received  the  A.  B.  degree  from  Syracuse  University  of  New  York' 
and  resides  with  her  parents  at  708  Lafayette  avenue,  Buffalo. 

Judge  Pierce  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Transportation  Lodge,  No.  238, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  has  taken  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Buffalo  Consistory, 
A.  &  A.  S.  R.,  while  he  is  also  affiliated  with  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  and  Zuleika  Grotto.  Mrs.  Pierce  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  and  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  In  religious 
faith  she  is  a  Baptist  and  the  Judge  also  attends  that  church.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party  and  while  a  resident  of  Spring¬ 
ville  he  served  as  town  clerk.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  of  the  Erie  County,  New  York  State  and 
American  Bar  Associations.  Strong,  honest  and  fearless,  he  has  never 
lacked  the  courage  to  stand  alone,  if  need  be,  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
principles  which  he  believes  to  be  right,  and  his  devotion  to  his  high  call¬ 
ing  is  well  known. 


EDGAR  ANDREW  SMITH 

Since  the  year  1919,  Edgar  Andrew  Smith  has  been  engaged  in  the 
investment  securities  business  in  Buffalo,  and  is  now  the  head  of  E.  A. 
Smith  &  Company,  Incorporated,  with  offices  at  336  Brisbane  building. 
He  has  an  extensive  clientele  among  the  representative  citizens  of  Buffalo, 
and  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  leading  authorities  on  stock  and  bond  values 
of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Smith  had  an  interesting  career  before 
assuming  his  residence  in  Buffalo,  having  been  an  athlete  of  note  during 
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his  school  years,  and  a  valued  member  of  the  detective  force  of  the  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  police  department,  where  he  performed  conspicuous  service. 

He  was  born  at  Lockport,  New  York,  July  4,  1881,  a  son  of  William  H. 
and  Barbara  G.  (Dean)  Smith.  The  former  was  born  at  Hamilton,  On¬ 
tario,  in  1859,  and  died  at  Lockport,  New  York,  March  17,  1925.  He  was 
a  republican,  and  was  associated  with  the  Lockport  post  office  for  thirty- 
two  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  August  9,  1860,  now  makes  her 
home  in  Lockport. 

Edgar  A.  Smith  graduated  from  the  Lockport  high  school  in  1895, 
after  which  he  was  a  physical  instructor  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
for  seven  years.  During  his  school  days  he  was  quite  active  in  athletics, 
held  the  high  school  all-round  championship,  held  the  city  championship 
of  Lockport  in  bicycling  and  running,  and  also  held  the  middleweight 
amateur  wrestling  championship.  After  leaving  school,  in  line  with  his 
other  activities  in  physical  culture,  he  engaged  professionally  in  running. 

For  nine  years,  Mr.  Smith  was  employed  by  the  police  department  of 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  the  detective  branch.  During  this  time  he 
performed  a  particularly  notable  deed  in  recovering  the  Walker  pay-roll 
of  over  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  from  three  bandits,  after  a  pursuit 
by  automobile  of  over  seventeen  miles.  This  is  the  only  pay-roll  ever 
recovered  from  bandits  in  the  criminal  history  of  the  state.  During  this 
occurrence,  Mr.  Smith  was  shot  four  times,  once  in  the  knee  and  thrice  in 
the  arm.  His  associate  in  the  chase  was  also  wounded  badly,  losing  the 
sight  of  one  eye. 

Mr.  Smith’s  next  position  was  that  of  inspector  of  steel  for  the  gov¬ 
ernment  at  the  Park  Drop  Forge  plant  in  Cleveland,  following  which  he 
was  superintendent  of  stores  for  the  General  Grocery  Company  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  which  operates  a  chain  of  retail  stores,  and  in  this  position  he  re¬ 
mained  for  two  years.  In  1919  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  became  associated 
with  Henry  L.  Doherty  &  Company,  prominent  investment  securities  firm, 
as  a  salesman,  and  later  was  made  first  vice  president,  secretary,  treasurer ; 
and  likewise  sales  manager  of  the  firm  of  Berner,  Smith  &  Company, 
Incorporated.  On  February  24,  1930,  having  built  up  a  most  substantial 
reputation  in  the  field  of  investment  securities,  he  organized  the  firm  of 
E.  A.  Smith  &  Company,  Incorporated,  of  which  he  is  now  president  and 
general  manager. 

On  March  7,  1903,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  at  Buffalo  to  Jessie  P.  Kaiser, 
who  was  born  at  North  Tonawanda,  a  daughter  of  the  late  William  H. 
Kaiser,  a  well  known  contractor  and  builder  of  that  city.  Mrs.  Smith 
graduated  from  high  school  at  North  Tonawanda,  and  from  the  Buffalo 
Normal  School  and  she  is  a  member  of  Christ’s  Church  of  North  Tona¬ 
wanda,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  a 
son,  Edgar  G.,  who  was  born  June  8,  1929.  The  family  residence  is  situ¬ 
ated  at  24  Lincoln  boulevard  in  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  Iris  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio; 
Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
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His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his 
political  support  is  given  the  republican  party.  During  the  war  period  of 
1917-1918,  Mr.  Smith  was  the  youngest  non-commissioned  officer  of  the 
Forty-second  Volunteer  Infantry  at  Fort  Niagara,  and  was  appointed  as 
a  recruiting  officer  for  New  York  state.  He  finds  relaxation  from  busi¬ 
ness  cares  in  his  favorite  diversions,  which  are  fishing,  hunting,  and 
hiking. 


EDWARD  GREENOUGH  FELTHOUSEN 

As  president  of  the  Acme  Steel  &  Malleable  Iron  Company  at  Buffalo, 
the  late  Edward  G.  Felthousen  occupied  an  important  place  in  manufactur¬ 
ing  circles  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  company, 
and  remained  its  executive  head  until  his  retirement  a  few  years  prior 
to  his  death  on  January  15,  1930.  He  was  also  well  known  in  connection 
with  club,  church  and  civic  interests  of  Buffalo,  and  was  attentive  to  those 
things  designed  for  the  welfare  of  his  community.  A  native  of  Buffalo, 
his  birth  having  here  occurred  July  3,  1852,  he  was  a  son  of  Henry  C. 
Felthousen,  who  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 

Edward  G.  Felthousen  was  educated  in  the  Buffalo  public  schools,  and 
when  a  young  man  entered  the  employ  of  Weed  &  Company,  hardware 
dealers.  He  remained  with  this  firm  for  a  short  time,  and  subsequently 
formed  his  own  company,  which  was  known  as  the  Acme  Steel  &  Malleable 
Iron  Company.  Mr.  Felthousen  was  active  in  religious  matters,  having 
been  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he 
was  a  former  member  of  the  board  of  the  Children’s  Aid  Society.  He  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Park  Club,  the 
Ellicott  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club. 

Mr.  Felthousen  was  married,  December  17,  1920,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Bach) 
Utley  of  Buffalo,  in  which  city  she  has  long  been  identified  With  charitable 
organizations.  For  ten  years,  she  was  secretary  of  the  News  Boys’  Home, 
also  was  on  the  board  of  the  Home  for  the  Friendless.  During  the  World 
war  period  of  1917  and  1918,  she  was  active  in  canteen  work,  served  at  the 
railway  stations,  and  assisted  in  the  chapter  at  the  Trinity  Church.  She 
is  a  member  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  where  she  has  been  choir  mother 
for  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years.  She  belongs  to  the  Twentieth  Century 
Club,  to  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  and  at  this  writing  is  a  member  of  the 
committee  for  the  Centennial.  Mrs.  Felthousen  resides  at  the  Lenox  Hotel. 


HOWARD  OSGOOD,  M.  D. 

Devoting  his  attention  to  the  mastery  of  a  particular  line  of  medical 
work,  Dr.  Howard  Osgood  has  advanced  far  in  his  chosen  field  and  during 
the  time  that  he  has  practiced  in  Buffalo  he  has  become  widely  and  fa¬ 
vorably  known  as  a  specialist  in  internal  medicine.  Born  in  Rochester, 
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New  York,  July  2/,  1889,  he  is  a  son  of  Howard  Lawrence  and  Katherine 
(Montgomery)  Osgood  and  a  great-great-great-grandson  of  Colonel 
Nathaniel  Rochester,  of  Revolutionary  war  fame.  In  the  paternal  line  the 
Doctor  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  John  Osgood,  who  sailed  from  England 
to  America  in  1636,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony 
in  that  year,  and  his  old  sea  chest  is  one  of  the  cherished  possessions  of  the 
family.  Isaac  Osgood,  the  Doctor’s  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  And¬ 
over,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Plaquemines  Parish,  Louisiana,  where  he 
owned  the  Magnolia  Plantation.  He  married  a  Miss  Townsend  and  their 
son,  Howard  Osgood,  was  born  on  the  home  place  in  the  Bayou  state 
and  died  in  Rochester,  New  York.  He  became  a  Baptist  minister,  later 
was  professor  of  Hebrew  in  the  Rochester  Theological  Seminary  and  be¬ 
cause  of  his  erudition  was  among  those  chosen  to  prepare  the  revised  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible  in  1883.  His  wife,  Caroline  (Lawrence)  Osgood,  was 
born  in  New  York  city  and  her  demise  also  occurred  in  Rochester.  They 
were  the  parents  of  Howard  Lawrence  Osgood,  who  was  born  at  Flushing, 
Long  Island,  in  1855,  and  died  in  Rochester,  November  9,  1909.  For  many 
years  he  had  practiced  law  in  that  city,  becoming  well  known  as  a  patent 
and  copyright  attorney,  while  he  also  achieved  prominence  as  an  authority 
on  the  history  of  western  New  York.  He  adhered  to  the  Baptist  faith 
and  voted  with  the  republican  party.  His  widow  was  born  in  Rochester, 
and  now  resides  in  Buffalo.  Her  father,  Dr!  Harvey  Fitzhugh  Mont¬ 
gomery,  a  lifelong  resident  of  Rochester,  was  a  physician  of  high  standing 
and  became  one  of  the  founders  and  the  first  president  of  the  Rochester 
General  Hospital.  His  wife,  Eliza  (Baltzell)  Montgomery,  was  a  native  of 
Frederick,  Maryland,  and  also  passed  away  in  Rochester. 

They  were  the  maternal  grandparents  of  Dr.  Howard  Osgood,  who 
acquired  his  early  instruction  in  private  schools  of  his  native  city  and 
pursued  his  classical  studies  at  Harvard  University,  which  conferred  upon 
him  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1911.  Afterward  he  attended  the 
Harvard  Medical  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1917,  and  made 
practical  use  of  his  theoretical  knowledge  as  an  interne  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  General  Hospital  in  Boston.  In  October,  1917,  he  entered  the  medical 
corps  of  the  United  States  Army  and  was  assigned  to  Base  Hospital,  No. 
116,  in  New  York  city.  In  March,  1918,  he  went  overseas  with  Base 
Hospital  No.  116,  later  being  attached  to  Field  Hospital,  No.  1,  a  unit  of 
the  Second  Division  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces.  In  July,  1918, 
he  was  on  duty  at  Base  Hospital,  No.  116,  in  Bazeilles-sur-Meuse,  France, 
there  remaining  until  ordered  to  return  to  the  United  States.  He  rose  to 
the  rank  of  captain  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Camp  Devens, 
Massachusetts,  in  June,  1919. 

Locating  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  Dr.  Osgood  there  engaged  in 
practice  for  a  year  and  at  the  same  time  taught  in  the  Harvard  Medical 
School.  In  the  fall  of  1920  he  came  to  Buffalo  and  here  he  has  since  fol¬ 
lowed  his  profession  as  a  specialist  in  internal  medicine.  He  has  an  in¬ 
timate  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  broad  scientific  principles  which  un¬ 
derlie  his  work  and  enjoys  a  large  practice.  His  standing  in  the  pro- 
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fession  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  he  has  been  accorded  a  fellowship  in 
the  American  College  of  Physicians  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the 
Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Erie  County  and  New  York  State 
Medical  Societies  and  the  American  Medical  Association. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1926,  Dr.  Osgood  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss 
Ellen  Kent  Eppendorff,  who  was  born  in  Chicago  but  was  reared  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  where  she  attended  the  Franklin  school,  and  obtained  her  higher 
education  in  Radcliffe  College,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1915 
with  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree.  Her  father,  John  G.  Eppendorff,  is  one 
of  the  executives  of  the  firm  of  Flint  &  Kent,  while  her  mother  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Marian  Muzzey.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Osgood  have  two  sons: 
John  Howland,  who  was  born  March  26,  1927 ;  and  Howard  Lawrence, 
born  January  21,  1929. 

An  Episcopalian  in  religious  faith,  Dr.  Osgood  is  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  while  his  wife  has  membership  in  the  First 
Unitarian  Church.  She  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club  and  the  Doctor  has 
connection  with  the  Saturn  Club,  of  Buffalo,  the  Alpha  Omega  Alpha,  an 
honorary  medical  society,  and  Lorenzo  Burrows,  Jr.,  Post  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Legion.  A  lover  of  outdoor  life,  he  finds  his  recreation  in  hunting  and 
camping  and  also  enjoys  the  study  of  birds,  being  well  informed  on  the 
subject  of  ornithology.  He  resides  at  188  Anderson  place  and  has  his 
office  at  131  Linwood  avenue.  Dr.  Osgood  votes  with  the  republican  party 
but  has  never  sought  political  office,  preferring  to  reserve  his  energies  for 
his  profession,  in  which  he  has  won  an  enviable  place,  and  his  energetic 
nature,  his  studious  habits  and  marked  ability  insure  his  continued 
progress  therein. 


THOMAS  J.  DOWNING 

In  the  year  1878,  over  a  half  century  ago,  the  late  Thomas  J.  Downing 
started  in  the  carting  business  in  Buffalo.  His  tangible  equipment  con¬ 
sisted  of  one  horse  and  a  small  cart,  but  he  also  possessed  all  the  indom¬ 
itable  traits  of  his  race,  a  love  of  hard  work,  and  a  high  regard  for  honor¬ 
able  methods  of  conducting  his  affairs.  Success  to  him  was  accordingly 
inevitable,  and  today  the  large  carting  business  conducted  by  his  four 
sons  under  the  title  of  Thomas  J.  Downing  Sons,  Inc.,  is  a  fitting  monu¬ 
ment  to  its  worthy  founder. 

Thomas  J.  Downing  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  November  6, 
1859,  a  son  of  John  and  Bridget  (Butler)  Downing,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  was  a  pioneer  in  the  carting  business  in 
Buffalo,  his  name  appearing  in  that  connection  in  a  city  directory  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  ’40s. 

Thomas  J.  Downing  acquired  his  education  in  the  Old  Cathedral  School 
of  Buffalo,  but  abandoned  his  studies  when  very  young  to  enter  the  cart¬ 
ing  business,  having  a  single  horse  and  convejmnce  with  which  to  estab¬ 
lish  his  trade.  He  worked  hard,  never  turning  down  a  job  no  matter  how 
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difficult,  and  gradually  his  patronage  increased,  so  that  he  was  enabled 
to  add  more  equipment.  Through  the  years  he  built  up  a  splendid  business 
reputation,  and  one  of  the  most  obvious  indications  of  his  standing  is  the 
fact  that  for  thirty-five  years  his  company  did  all  the  carting  locally  for 
the  United  States  government.  This  is  known  as  bonded  carting,  and  his 
selection  for  this  important  task  and  retention  in  that  service  for  so  many 
years  are  convincing  proofs  of  the  excellent  character  of  his  work.  Mr. 
Downing  was  for  thirty-six  years  inspector  for  the  United  States  gov¬ 
ernment,  operating  in  Buffalo  and  vicinity.  In  addition  to  his  duties  in 
the  emigration  and  customs  service  he  was  an  inspector  of  horses  for  the 
government.  He  was  an  expert  judge  of  horses,  and  took  pride  in  the 
excellent  type  of  animals  he  used  for  his  own  carting.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  December  6,  1923,  he  owned  ten  motor  trucks 
and  twenty-six  horses.  The  business  has  since  been  ably  carried  on  by 
his  four  sons,  and  the  transportation  equipment  of  the  company  now  con¬ 
sists  of  thirty  trucks,  the  day  of  the  horse  having  passed  in  favor  of 
motorized  transportation.  In  recent  years  the  business  of  Thomas  J. 
Downing  Sons,  Inc.,  has  been  expanded  to  include  the  Downing  Engineer¬ 
ing  &  Construction  Corporation,  engaged  in  road  construction,  and  the 
Downing  Crane  Company,  to  handle  a  special  kind  of  work  such  as  the 
moving  of  the  heaviest  freight,  etc. 

Thomas  J.  Downing  took  an  active  part  in  democratic  politics  during 
his  younger  years,  and  was  proud  of  his  friendship  with  the  late  Grover 
Cleveland.  He  was  a  Catholic  and  attended  the  Old  Cathedral  Church 
all  of  his  life.  Fraternally  he  was  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
and  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  was  known 
intimately  as  “Tom”  or  “Tommy”  Downing  and  was  known  widely  for 
his  honesty  and  fair  treatment  of  those  who  worked  for  him.  He  was  a 
self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  and  was  most  conscientious  in 
his  desire  to  please  his  many  customers.  Few  men  in  Buffalo  were  better 
known,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  any  individual  had  a  wider  personal  acquaint¬ 
anceship  than  Mr.  Downing. 

Mr.  Downing  was  married  June  10,  1890,  to  Miss  Anna  Kirk,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Carroll)  Kirk,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  They  became  the 
parents  of  five  sons,  namely:  Herbert,  now  deceased;  Joseph  L. ;  Francis 
J. ;  Thomas  E. ;  and  Albert  H. 

Joseph  L.  Downing,  who  is  now  president  of  the  Thomas  J.  Downing 
Sons,  Inc.,  was  educated  at  Old  Cathedral  School  and  St.  Joseph’s  College. 
He  married  May  McCarthy  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  two  children.  -He 
is  a  member  of  the  Transportation  Club,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
for  four  years,  from  1920  until  1924,  was  supervisor  of  the  twenty-sixth 
ward. 

Francis  J.  Downing  attended  the  Immaculate  Conception  School  and 
St.  Joseph’s  College,  and  then  took  up  his  advanced  studies  at  Manhattan 
College  in  New  York  city,  being  graduated  from  the  last  named  institution 
as  a  civil  engineer  in  1916.  He  is  in  charge  of  the  operations  of  the 
Downing  Engineering  &  Construction  Corporation  and  is  also  secretary 
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of  Thomas  J.  Downing  Sons,  Inc.  During  the  World  war  he  served  over¬ 
seas  as  a  lieutenant  of  Field  Artillery.  He  married  Lucille  Slagel,  of 
Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children.  Mr.  Downing  is  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Thomas  E.  Downing  was  educated  at  the  Immaculate  Conception 
School  and  St.  Joseph’s  College.  He  is  vice  president  of  Thomas  J.  Down¬ 
ing  Sons,  Inc.  He  married  Lyle  Koch,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  one  child. 

Albert  H.  Downing,  educated  in  the  Immaculate  Conception  School 
and  St.  Joseph’s  College,  is  now  treasurer  of  Thomas  J.  Downing  Sons, 
Inc.  He  married  Angeline  Sansone,  of  Buffalo,  and  there  have  been  born 
to  them  two  children.  All  four  of  the  Downing  brothers  are  members  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus  Lodge,  No.  184,  of  Buffalo. 


EDWARD  J.  McHUGH 

Alert,  trustworthy  and  capable,  Edward  J.  McHugh  has  made  an  envi¬ 
able  record  as  one  of  the  secret  service  operatives  of  the  United  States 
government,  a  line  of  work  to  which  he  has  devoted  the  best  efforts  of  his 
life,  and  for  eighteen  years  has  been  in  charge  of  the  department  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  He  was  born  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  April  24,  1868,  a  son  of  John 
and  Ellen  (Ivory)  McHugh,  who  were  natives  of  Tyrone,  Ireland.  When 
a  lad  of  twelve  the  father  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  Henry  and 
Katherine  (McCormick)  McHugh,  who  settled  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts. 
As  a  young  man,  John  McHugh  became  one  of  the  attendants  at  the  State 
Hospital  in  Danvers,  continuing  in  the  employ  of  the  institution  for  many 
years.  He  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  passing  away  July  8,  1928.  In  the 
city  of  Lynn  he  had  married  Ellen  Ivory  and  of  the  six  children  born  to 
them,  two  survive:  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  resides  in  the  old  homestead  in 
Lynn;  and  Edward  J.,  of  this  review.  Miles  McHugh,  brother  of  John 
McHugh  and  uncle  of  Edward  J.  McHugh,  served  in  the  Union  Army  and 
died  while  confined  in  Andersonville  prison. 

The  educational  advantages  of  Edward  J.  McHugh  were  those  afforded 
by  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city  and  after  his  text-books  were  laid 
aside  he  filled  various  positions.  In  1904  he  became  a  federal  employe, 
entering  the  secret  service  department,  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
for  twenty-seven  years,  and  during  that  period  has  been  entrusted  with 
many  important  and  dangerous  missions.  Since  1913  he  has  been  at  the 
head  of  the  bureau  in  Buffalo  and  when  the  World  war  was  in  progress 
he  rendered  particularly  valuable  service  to  his  country,  meeting  every 
emergency  with  courage,  poise  and  efficiency. 

On  Christmas  day  of  1893,  Mr.  McHugh  was  married  to  Miss  Anna 
Burns,  also  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  two  died  in  infancy.  The  daughter,  Mary  Ogaretta,  was 
born  March  8,  1903,  and  is  a  graduate  of  Nardin  Academy  and  D’Youville 
College  of  Buffalo.  On  the  28th  of  June,  1927,  she  became  the  wife  of 
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Thomas  F.  Fanning,  who  was  born  in  Athens,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  early 
life  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Elmira  Heights,  New 
York,  where  their  remaining  years  were  spent.  They  had  emigrated  to 
America  from  Boyle,  a  town  in  Roscommon  county,  Ireland,  and  the  father 
engaged  in  bridge  construction  work.  Thomas  F.  Fanning  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  high  school  at  Elmira  Heights,  completing  his  course  in 
1917,  in  September,  1919,  matriculated  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1922  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  and  entered  the  law  firm 
of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell  &  Bass,  a  Buffalo  organization  with  which  he 
is  still  associated.  He  is  a  member  of  Delta  Chi,  a  national  scholastic 
fraternity,  the  Marshall  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the  American  Bar  Association. 
Mr.  and  Mrs..  Fanning  have  two  children:  John  Mark,  who  was  born  July 
15,  1928 ;  and  Ann  Marie,  born  March  25,  1930. 

John  Lodge  McHugh,  son  of  Edward  J.  and  Anna  (Burns)  McHugh, 
was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  March  17,  1907,  and  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  Cathedral  parochial  school  in  Buffalo.  He  was  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Canisius  high  school  and  Canisius  College  of  Buffalo  and  is  now 
attending  Our  Lady  of  the  Angels  Seminary  in  preparation  for  the  priest¬ 
hood.  The  family  are  Roman  Catholics  in  religious  faith  and  have  mem¬ 
bership  in  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral.  Mr.  McHugh  is  a  keen  analyst  of 
character,  adding  to  this  accomplishment  a  retentive  memory  and  excep¬ 
tionally  well  developed  powers  of  observation,  and  has  been  notably  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  quest  for  and  apprehension  of  violators  of  the  law.  His  life 
has  been  replete  with  interesting  and  thrilling  experiences  and  character¬ 
ized  by  unfailing  devotion  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  his  charge. 


HENRY  SEILHEIMER 

For  thirty-four  years,  Henry  Seilheimer  of  Buffalo  has  been  engaged 
in  public  service  of  various  kinds,  and  his  dependable  qualities  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  ability  and  loyalty  have  become  matters  of  common  knowledge 
over  the  whole  state.  Since  1920  he  has  been  district  director  for  the 
New  York  state  department  of  taxation  and  finance.  He  is  a  native  of 
Buffalo,  his  birth  having  here  occurred,  March  21,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of 
Christopher  and  Lena  (Altemus)  Seilheimer. 

Christopher  Seilheimer  was  born  in  Germany  in  1834,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  February  11,  1904.  He  was  a  retail  hardware  merchant;  was 
a  republican  in  politics,  and  held  membership  in  St.  Stephen’s  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Germany,  February  22,  1839, 
and  died  at  Buffalo  in  1919.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Henry  Seil¬ 
heimer  was  Philip  Jacob  Seilheimer,  who  was  born  in  Germany  and  died 
in  Buffalo,  in  which  city  he  had  the  first  charcoal  furnace. 

Henry  Seilheimer  received  his  education  in  public  school  No.  31  at 
Buffalo,  then  first  worked  at  selling  newspapers.  From  1897  to  1901  he 
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was  a  page  in  the  New  York  senate  at  Albany,  and  from  1901  to  1902  was 
assistant  superintendent  of  documents.  From  1902  to  1908  he  was  super¬ 
intendent  of  documents,  in  1904  was  chief  messenger,  in  1905  assistant 
index  clerk,  in  1906  assistant  journal  clerk,  from  1907  to  1911  first  as¬ 
sistant  journal  clerk,  in  1912  clerk  of  the  committee  of  codes,  in  1914 
deputy  clerk,  and  from  1915  to  October,  1919,  journal  clerk  of  the  senate. 
This  comprises  one  of  the  most  complete  records  of  any  legislative  em¬ 
ployee  in  the  state.  On  October  16,  1919,  Mr.  Seilheimer  became  provi¬ 
sional  district  director  of  the  income  tax  bureau,  and  on  February  16, 
1920,  became  permanent  district  director. 

In  1901  Mr.  Seilheimer  was  assistant  secretary  of  the  Erie  County 
republican  committee,  and  in  1904  was  elected  secretary,  serving  until 
he  resigned  in  1920.  He  is  a  member  of  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club, 
the  Simon  Seibert  Republican  Club  and  the  Sixth  Assembly  Republican 
Club.  He  is  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the  local  Rotary  Club,  is  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Buffalo  Launch  Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Aero 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  National  Aeronautic  Association 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  International  Order  of  Knob  Pol¬ 
ishers,  the  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Patrick,  the  Association  of  State  Civil 
Service  Employees,  and  the  Frank  Walton  League  of  America,  and  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Buffalo  Police  Traffic  Association  and  the  Tall 
Cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  belongs  to  Concordia  Lodge,  No.  143,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  the 
Royal  Order  of  Jesters;  and  the  Zuleika  Grotto.  Motoring  and  flying  are 
his  favorite  sports. 

On  February  22,  1905,  at  Buffalo,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Seil¬ 
heimer  and  Marie  Agatha  Klump,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and 
Marie  (Zuefle)  Klump,  both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Seilheimer  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  the  Highland  Park  chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  and  the  Crippled  Children’s  Guild.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seilheimer  have 
a  son,  Charles  H.,  born  January  26,  1906.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Masten  Park  high  school,  and  in  1929  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  from  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  is  now  associated  with  the 
Marine  Midland  Corporation  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  The  city  residence 
of  the  Seilheimers  is  at  905  Humboldt  parkway. 


JACOB  MORRISON 

The  success  of  Jacob  Morrison  in  the  industrial  world  is  entirely  the 
result  of  his  own  efforts,  without  benefit  of  inheritance  or  influence.  As 
the  founder,  president  and  treasurer,  of  the  Morrison  Steel  Products, 
Incorporated,  located  at  127  Kehr  street  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
he  holds  a  most  important  position  in  industrial  circles,  and  his  plant, 
where  he  manufactures  automobile  sheet  metal  parts  and  accessories,  is 
one  of  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  western  New  York.  He  started  his  busi- 
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ness  caieei  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  and  he  has  won  material  success 
through  his  courage,  his  wise  judgment,  his  honorable  methods,  and  his 
absolute  refusal  to  accept  defeat. 

Mi.  Morrison  was  born  in  Roumania,  June  15,  1881,  and  is  a  son  of 
Moi  ris  and  Melba  (Ziegler)  Morrison.  The  father,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  in  Roumania,  died  there  in  1906.  His  wife,  also  a 
native  of  that  country,  died  in  1916. 

Jacob  Morrison  was  educated  in  the  Roumanian  public  schools  and  in 
1903  came  to  the  United  States,  settling  at  Buffalo.  He  first  found  em¬ 
ployment  with  the  Fedder  Manufacturing  Company,  and  after  some  years 
was  made  superintendent  of  the  plant,  having  supervision  over  about 
eighty  workmen.  He  held  this  position  for  about  seven  years,  then 
became  identified  with  the  Henry  Ford  plant  at  Buffalo,  in  which,  he 
installed  a  sheet  metal  department,  a  branch  of  manufacturing  in  which 
he  was  becoming  widely  known  as  an  expert.  A  year  later,  he  became 
associated  with  the  E.  R.  Thomas  Company,  taking  charge  of  the  sheet 
metal  department  of  the  Thomas  automobile  plant.  He  remained  with 
this  organization  until  October  1,  1912,  then  established  a  business  of 
his  own  at  78  Main  street  in  Buffalo,  conducted  under  the  name  of  the 
Morrison  Automobile  Sheet  Metal  Works.  The  growth  of  his  patronage 
soon  necessitated  larger  space,  and  the  plant  was  moved  to  889  Main 
street,  there  remaining  for  five  years.  Mr.  Morrison  then  bought  the 
property  at  26  and  28  East  North  street,  where  he  expanded  the  business 
still  further.  In  1921  it  was  incorporated  under  the  title  of  Morrison 
Steel  Products,  Incorporated,  with  Mr.  Morrison  as  president  and  treas¬ 
urer.  Again  the  business  outgrew  its  accommodations  and  it  was  decided 
to  keep  the  collision  repair  and  manufacturing  business  separate ;  and 
the  manufacturing  end  of  the  business  moved  to  201-219  Urban  street  in 
1924 ;  an  addition  to  this  Urban  street  building  in  the  form  of  an  “L”  was 
just  completed  a  year  ago,  facing  Kehr  street;  the  manufacturing  busi¬ 
ness  now  has  sixty-five  thousand  square  feet  at  this  new  location.  The 
office  is  at  127  Kehr  street.  One  hundred  employees  are  kept  on  an  aver¬ 
age  on  the  pay-roll  at  this  plant.  Mr.  Morrison  has  studied  and  experi¬ 
mented  in  the  line  of  his  industry  for  many  years  and  has  successfully 
marketed  many  improvements  of  his  own  design  on  automobile  parts.  He 
has  kept  the  entire  control  of  the  business  within  his  own  family.  His. 
three  sons,  Isadore,  Maurice  and  Samuel,  will  devote  their  attention  to  the 
future  of  the  business  to  make  it  a  better  enterprise,  bringing  to  their 
task  the  advantages  they  have  gained  thru  attending  schools  and  colleges 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Morrison  has  taken  a  helpful  interest  in  local  affairs.  Fraternally 
he  is  affiliated  with  the  Masons,  in  Perseverance  Lodge,  and  the  thirty- 
second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  His  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Temple  Beth  El  of  Richmond  avenue,  of  which  he 
now  is  president;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Jewish  Federa¬ 
tion  for  Social  Service,  Jewish  Old  Folks  Home,  on  the  board  and  treasurer 
of  the  Montefiore  Lodge  of  the  B’nai  B’rith  and  is  treasurer  and  trustee 


452 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


of  the  Jewish  Bureau  of  Education.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  1932 
Buffalo  Centennial  Celebration  Committee. 

Mr.  Jacob  Morrison  is  the  husband  of  Jennie  Greenfield  Morrison, 
and  the  father  of  six  children,  three  boys,  who  are  now  interested  in  his 
business,  and  three  daughters.  The  family  residence  is  at  741  West  Ferry 
street. 


GEORGE  A.  MARSHALL,  Jr. 

The  enterprising  spirit  of  the  modern  young  business  men  of  America 
is  well  demonstrated  in  the  active  career  of  George  A.  Marshall,  Jr.,  who 
is  cashier  of  the  Seneca  National  Bank,  situated  at  2454  Seneca  street  in 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  whose  residence  is  at  Hamburg,  New  York.  Mr. 
Marshall  is  recognized  as  a  highly  efficient  and  capable  banking  executive, 
as  indicated  by  the  responsibilities  which  have  been  placed  in  his  hands, 
and  in  his  home  town,  Hamburg,  he  is  a  leader  in  civic,  social  and  charL 
table  affairs. 

George  A.  Marshall,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Hamburg,  October  24,  1900,  a  son 
of  George  A.  and  Fredericka  (Schacker)  Marshall.  The  father,  who  was 
born  in  England,  and  is  now  living  retired  at  Hamburg,  for  many  years 
was  an  officer  in  the  British  Army,  and  engaged  in  active  service  in  In¬ 
dia  and  in  Egypt.  In  the  latter  country,  he  served  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Garnard  Wolsley.  He  retired  from  military  life  in  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  the  early  ’90s,  locating  in  New  York  city  for  a  time. 
He  was  identified  with  the  Canadian  Northwest  Mounted  Police.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Hamburg,  New  York,  and  died  March  24,  1929.  Four 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows. 

Rev.  Thomas  R.  Marshall,  an  Evangelical  pastor,  now  located  at  Se¬ 
ward,  Nebraska,  is  a  graduate  of  Elmhurst  College,  near  Chicago,  Illinois, 
and  of  the  Eden  Seminary  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  also  took  advanced 
courses  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Pittsburgh.  He  married 
Rose  Darling  of  Nebraska,  and  they  have  two  children,  George  and 
Thomas. 

Dorothy  K.  Marshall,  born  April  10,  1903,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ham¬ 
burg  high  school  and  the  State  Teachers  College,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
No.  29  school  on  South  Park  avenue,  Buffalo.  She  is  active  in  church 
work,  and  is  in  charge  of  the  primary  department  of  St.  James  Evangelical 
Church  of  Hamburg,  New  York. 

Sarah  F.  Marshall,  born  February  17,  1907,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Ham¬ 
burg  high  school  and  the  State  Teachers  College,  and  is  now  teaching  in 
the  third  grade  of  the  Hamburg  schools,  and  is  also  active  in  church  work. 

George  A.  Marshall,  Jr.,  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Ham¬ 
burg,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1918.  He  first  worked  in  the  Liberty 
Bank  of  Buffalo  for  one  year,  then  in  1921  became  identified  with  the 
Bank  of  Hamburg  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  cashier,  and  remained  in 
this  position  until  May  1,  1929.  He  was  then  appointed  cashier  of  the 
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Seneca  National  Bank  of  Buffalo,  his  present  position.  His  residence  is 
at  102  Union  street  in  the  village  of  Hamburg. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Fraternal  Lodge,  No.  625,  of 
Hamburg,  and  the  Zuleika  Grotto.  He  belongs  to  Triumph  Lodge,  No. 
712,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  Triumph  Encampment  at 
Hamburg;  the  Business  Men’s  Club  of  Hamburg,  of  which  he  has  been 
vice  president  for  one  year;  and  the  Hamburg  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  closely  affiliated  with  the  Hamburg  fire  department,  and  served  as 
treasurer  for  four  years.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  High  School 
Alumni  Association,  and  is  now  a  trustee  of  the  village.  He  was  on  the 
church  council  for  six  years,  and  is  now  on  the  advisory  board  of  the 
helping  hand  fund  of  the  Southwestern  Association  of  Volunteer  Firemen, 
which  draws  its  membership  from  the  four  counties  of  Erie,  Cattaraugus, 
Allegany,  and  Chautauqua,  and  is  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  fund  to 
eventually  build  a  home  for  the  old  volunteer  firemen  in  this  district.  Mr. 
Marshall  has  staged  and  managed  two  musical  and  minstrel  shows  in 
three  years,  for  the  financial  benefit  of  the  Hamburg  fire  department  and 
for  the  American  Legion  of  Hamburg. 


VINCENT  KIEBALA 

Vincent  Kiebala,  one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar, 
possesses  an  analytical,  well  trained  mind,  the  capacity  for  hard  work 
and  all  of  the  qualities  essential  to  success  in  a  most  exacting  profession. 
He  was  born  in  this  city  on  the  30th  of  October,  1893,  a  son  of  Casimir 
Kiebala,  who  was  a  native  of  Poland,  born  in  March,  1856.  In  that  coun¬ 
try  the  father  acquired  his  education  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
sought  the  opportunities  of  the  new  world,  making  the  trip  to  America 
alone.  Construction  work  claimed  his  attention  and  as  the  years  passed 
he  became  one  of  the  prominent  building  contractors  of  Buffalo,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death  on  the  18th  of  April,  1928,  when  he  was  seventy- 
two  years  of  age.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Stanislaus  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
candidates  of  the  republican  party.  In  Buffalo  he  had  married  Victoria 
Urbanski,  who  was  born  in  Poland  in  1860  and  has  long  been  a  resident 
of  this  city. 

Having  completed  the  curriculum  of  grammar  school  No.  44,  Vincent 
Kiebala  entered  the  Masten  Park  high  school,  and  that  he  proved  an  apt 
pupil  is  indicated  in  the  fact  that  at  his  graduation  with  the  class  of 
1913  he  was  awarded  a  state  scholarship.  He  then  enrolled  in  the  liberal 
arts  department  of  the  University  of  Rochester,  which  he  attended  from 
1913  until  1915,  and  for  two  years  thereafter  was  a  student  at  the  Albany 
Law  School.  Enlisting  in  the  United  States  Army  in  1917,  he  was  in 
training  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  until  ordered  overseas  and  saw  active 
service  in  France  with  the  Three  Hundred  and  Ninth  Regiment  of  in¬ 
fantry.  He  participated  in  the  Meuse-Argonne  campaign,  in  the  St.  Mihiel 
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offensive,  and  was  in  the  Limey  sector  for  a  time,  becoming  a  sergeant 
major.  After  the  armistice  he  was  sent  to  the  University  of  Poitiers, 
where  he  continued  his  law  studies  for  five  months,  receiving  his  cer¬ 
tificate.  He  spent  eighteen  months  overseas  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  at  Camp  Upton,  Long  Island,  with  a  creditable  military  record. 

Mr.  Kiebala  returned  home  and  completed  his  legal  education  in  the 
Albany  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in 
1920.  A  year  later  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  was  associated  with 
Wilcox  &  Van  Allen,  a  well  known  law  firm  of  Buffalo  for  a  short  time. 
In  1921  he  located  in  Rochester,  where  he  practiced  alone  until  1928,  when 
he  returned  to  Buffalo.  He  secured  desirable  quarters  on  Ellicott  square, 
and  is  now  located  at  874  Fillmore  avenue,  occupying  a  suite  of  offices  on 
the  second  floor  of  the  building.  He  has  already  won  a  liberal  clientele 
and  in  the  presentation  of  his  cases  is  always  well  fortified  by  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  legal  principles  applicable  thereto. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1921,  Mr.  Kiebala  was  married  in  Rochester 
to  Miss  Bernice  A.  Dukat,  a  daughter  of  Stanley  and  Alexandra  Dukat, 
who  were  born  in  Poland.  For  many  years  they  have  lived  in  Rochester, 
where  Mr.  Dukat  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business. 
Mrs.  Kiebala  is  a  native  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
East  high  school  of  Rochester.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Bernice  V.,  born  June  12,  1922.  The  residence  of 
the  family  is  at  79  Gualbert  street,  Cheektowaga,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kiebala  have  membership  in  St.  John’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He 
votes  with  the  republican  party  but  has  never  aspired  to  public  office,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  discharge  the  duties  of  citizenship  in  a  private  capacity.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  college  days  he  played  on  baseball  and  basketball  teams  and  now 
finds  his  recreation  largely  in  golf,  fishing  and  hunting.  He  belongs  to 
the  American  Legion,  the  Phi  Epsilon  fraternity  and  the  Erie  County 
Bar  Association.  To  the  practice  of  law  he  gives  his  undivided  attention 
and  is  coming  rapidly  to  the  fore  in  his  profession. 


FREDERICK  CHARLES  PASCHEN,  Jr. 

Outstanding  among  the  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  was  the  late 
Frederick  C.  Paschen,  Jr.,  who  was  the  leading  dry  goods  merchant  of 
North  Tonawanda,  his  store,  which  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Oliver 
and  Schenk  streets  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years,  being  the  largest  in 
the  city.  Mr.  Paschen  was  a  man  of  sterling  repute;  a  merchant  of  in¬ 
tegrity  and  progressive  methods;  and  possessed  the  most  impeccable  of 
characters.  He  was  a  popular  citizen  in  every  respect,  public-spirited, 
charitable,  and  democratic,  and  his  passing  on  June  9,  1922,  was  the 
occasion  of  sincere  regret  and  sorrow  in  the  entire  community. 

Frederick  C.  Paschen,  Jr.,  was  born  at  North  Tonawanda,  New  York, 
November  5,  1867,  a  son  of  Frederick  Charles,  Sr.  and  Mary  (Dernier) 
Paschen,  both  of  whom  were,  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to  the  United 
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States  in  their  childhood.  The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army 
during  the  Civil  war,  serving  three  years  as  a  member  of  the  Nineteenth 
Battery  Artillery.  Both  of  the  parents  are  now  deceased.  Four  of  their 
children  survive:  William,  of  North  Tonawanda;  Mrs.  Lydia  Henry,  Mrs. 
Pauline  Graburn,  and  Mrs.  Mayme  Foster,  all  of  Niagara  Falls,  New 
York. 

Frederick  C.  Paschen,  Jr.  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  North 
Tonawanda,  then  studied  at  a  local  business  college.  After  graduating 
from  that  school,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Hepworth,  who  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  Tonawanda.  Mr.  Paschen  remained  with 
Mr.  Hepworth  a  short  period,  then  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  business  for 
himself  at  the  corner  of  Oliver  and  Schenk  streets,  in  North  Tonawanda. 
Under  his  astute  management  his  business  grew  steadily  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  Was  rated  as  the  largest  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Paschen  was  the  executive  head  of  the  retail  division  of  the  North 
Tonawanda  Chamber  of  Commerce  from  the  time  of  its  inception  until  his 
demise.  He  was  a  republican  in  his  political  beliefs,  but  never  sought 
public  office  for  himself,  although  he  was  actively  interested  in  all  public 
and  administrative  affairs  in  the  Tonawandas.  His  church  was  the  Pres¬ 
byterian.  In  Masonry,  Mr.  Paschen  was  a  member  of  Lake  Erie  Com- 
mandery,  Knights  Templar,  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scot¬ 
tish  Rite  and  was  a  Noble  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He 
belonged  to  the  Electric  City  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  of  which  he  was  the  third  exalted  ruler,  and  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  the  building  of  the 
Elks  home  at  North  Tonawanda. 

On  April  13,  1899,  at  North  Tonawanda,  Mr.  Paschen  was  married  to 
Miss  Tillie  W.  Werth,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Frederica  Werth  of  that 
city,  who  were  natives  of  the  state  of  New  York,  were  of  German  descent 
and  are  now  deceased.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Paschen  was  an  invalid  for 
fifty  years,  but  despite  her  infirmities  was  one  of  the  most  cheerful  and 
beloved  women  of  the  community.  Mrs.  Paschen  has  one  brother,  Benja¬ 
min  F.  Werth,  of  North  Tonawanda,  who  is  married  and  is  the  father  of 
three  children,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Amelia  Rose,  and  Charles. 


JAMES  CHARLES  SNYDER 

One  of  the  long-established  businesses  of  Buffalo  is  that  of  the  Frank 
Snyder  Trucking  Company,  which  was  founded  in  the  year  1887,  by  the 
late  Frank  Snyder,  and  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  his  son,  James  C. 
The  latter  has  been  a  worthy  successor  to  his  father  in  the  management 
of  this  highly  reputable  concern,  and  has  developed  the  efficiency  and 
equipment  of  the  company  to  a  place  among  the  leaders  engaged  in  truck¬ 
ing  at  Buffalo.  He  was  born  here,  January  15,  1874,  a  son  of  Frank  and 
Loretta  (Moore)  Snyder. 

The  father  was  born  in  Buffalo,  in  1850,  and  died  here  November  7, 


458 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


1912.  He  was  engaged  in  trucking  during  his  entire  business  life.  He  was 
a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife  was 
born  at  Griffins  Mills,  New  York,  and  died  there  in  1881. 

James  C.  Snyder  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  completed 
a  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  He  then  became 
associated  with  his  father  in  the  trucking  and  carting  business,  having 
been  in  his  seventeenth  year  at  the  time,  and  with  this  work  he  has  been 
connected  continually  since.  After  the  death  of  his  father  in  1912,  he 
took  over  the  management  of  the  business,  and  now  conducts  it  under  the 
original  name.  It  was  first  situated  at  300  Exchange  street.  Later,  the 
elder  Snyder  erected  a  building  at  263  Eagle  street,  and  after  his  demise 
his  son  erected  the  present  building  at  247  Eagle,  which  is  strictly  modern 
in  every  detail,  using  the  old  building  at  263  Eagle  as  a  stable. 

Mr.  Snyder  is  a  republican.  He  attends  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  His  principal  diversion  is 
touring.  He  and  his  wife  have  made  two  motor  tours  to  the  Pacific  coast, 
and  have  taken  other  long  trips  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Snyder  was  married,  June  6,  1895,  to  Jeannette  Theiler,  a  native 
of  Buffalo,  who  is  now  deceased.  He  was  married  secondly,  February  15, 
1928,  in  Buffalo,  to  Miss  Cora  Voss,  who  was  born  here,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Fred  Voss,  who  was  a  salesman  for  the  Ovens  Bakery.  Mrs. 
Snyder  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  belongs  to  St.  John’s 
Cathedral.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  reside  at  635  Linwood  avenue. 


JOHN  W.  SHORT,  M.  D. 

In  1912  Dr.  John  W.  Short  became  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  and  a  member 
of  the  staff  of  Dr.  Pierce’s  Invalids’  Hospital  of  this  city,  in  which  noted 
medical  institution  he  is  now  specializing  in  surgery.  He  is  known  as  one 
of  the  most  skilful  men  of  the  profession  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  and 
has  been  extraordinarily  successful  in  the  conduct  of  his  work.  He  was 
born  at  Bernhards  Bay,  Oswego  county,  New  York,  August  24,  1880,  was 
graduated  from  high  school  at  Verona,  New  York,  in  1899,  and  then  took 
up  his  professional  studies  at  Syracuse  University,  from  which  institution 
he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1903.  He  engaged  in 
general  practice  at  Canastota,  Madison  county,  New  York,  until  1904, 
then  at  Redfield,  Oswego  county,  New  York  for  five  years,  following  which 
he  was  at  Geneva,  New  York,  for  three  years.  In  1912  he  came  to  Buf¬ 
falo,  where  he  has  since  followed  his  profession.  He  is  a  republican 
politically  and  a  member  of  Ark  Lodge,  No.  33,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Geneva, 
New  York,  and  of  the  Buffalo  Consistory.  He  belongs  to  the  Lafayette 
Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  favorite  diversions  are  hunting 
and  fishing,  to  which  he  turns  when  opportunity  offers. 

On  July  19,  1905,  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  Dr.  Short  was  married  to 
Ruth  Worden,  a  native  of  that  city  and  a  daughter  of  Lester  A.  and  Julia 
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(Welton)  Worden.  Her  father,  now  deceased,  was  a  realtor  in  Syracuse, 
where  his  widow  now  resides.  Mrs.  Short  is  a  graduate  of  Syracuse  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  is  a  member  of  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Buffalo,  the  Civic  Club,  and  the  local  chapter  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Short  have  become  the  parents  of  a  son  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  Dorothy  W.,  a  graduate  in  Fine  Arts  of  Syracuse  University,  is  the 
wife  of  Kenneth  R.  Kimball  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  the  mother  of 
a  son,  Kenneth  Jr.  John  W.,  who  received  his  technical  training  at 
Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute,  is  an  engineer,  associated  with  the 
Du  Pont  Plant  at  Buffalo.  He  was  married  to  Mary  Larmon  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  they  have  two  children,  Mary  Lou  and  John  Larmon 
Short.  Julia  H.  is  a  student  in  the  College  of  Home  Economics  at  Syracuse 
University.  The  Short  residence  in  Buffalo  is  at  681  Richmond  avenue. 

Dr.  John  W.  Short  is  a  son  of  Rev.  John  L.  Short  and  Mary  (Castle) 
Short.  Rev.  John  L.  Short  was  born  at  Sand  Lake,  New  York,  November 
28,  1847,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  December  25,  1927.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Northern  New  York  Methodist  Conference  and  in  his  younger  days  rode  a 
circuit  and  later  had  charges  at  the  following  places  in  central  New  York: 
Earlville,  Remsen,  Forestport,  Fairfield,  Middleville,  Brookfield  and 
Verona.  He  retired  from  active  work  in  1902  and  made  his  home  in 
Camden,  New  York,  where  he  favored  the  republican  party  and  was  on 
the  board  of  assessors  and  later  supervisor  of  the  poor.  Mary  (Castle) 
Short,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Short,  was  born  at  Shokan,  New  York,  August 
17,  1849  and  died  in  Camden,  New  York,  March  8,  1927.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  (Hollister)  Castle.  William  Castle  was 
born  at  Shokan,  New  York,  July  26,  1818,  and  died  there  October  6,  1898. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  the  son  of  Abram  Castle,  who  in  turn  was  the  son  of 
William  Castle,  a  native  of  England.  Nancy  (Hollister)  Castle  was  born 
at  Shokan,  New  York,  October  7,  1820,  and  died  there,  September  16, 
1879.  Rev.  John  L.  Short  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Higgins  and  Esther  (Sick- 
ler)  Short,  the  former  born  at  Shady,  New  York,  April  30,  1821,  and  died 
at  Camden,  New  York.  He  was  a  glass  blower  by  trade.  Esther  (Sickler) 
Short  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  14,  1821,  and 
died  at  Camden,  New  York. 

Joseph  Higgins  Short  was  a  son  of  Captain  Peter  Short,  who  was  an 
officer  in  the  War  of  1812  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Lundy’s  Lane. 
He  was  born  in  Woodstock,  New  York,  was  a  glass  worker  by  trade  and 
was  one  of  the  founders  and  stockholders  of  the  Woodstock  Glass  Factory. 
His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Hasbrouck. 

Captain  Peter  Short’s  father  was  Peter  Schort,  Jr.,  and  his  grand¬ 
father,  Peter  Schort,  Sr.,  both  natives  of  Woodstock,  New  York,  and  both 
soldiers  in  the  Revolution,  members  of  First  Regiment,  Ulster  County 
Militia.  In  June,  1780,  Peter  Schort,  Sr.,  was  captured  by  a  band  of 
Tories  and  Indians  near  Woodstock,  New  York,  and  taken  to  Fort  Niagara 
where  he  was  turned  over  to  the  “British,”  who  sent  him  to  Montreal. 
He  finally  escaped  and  was  guided  through  the  Adirondack  wilderness  by  a 
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friendly  Indian  and  after  months  of  hardship  reached  Fort  Albany  and 
returned  to  his  home. 

Peter  Schort,  Sr.,  was  a  son  of  Petrus  Schort,  native  of  Germantown, 
New  York. 

Petrus  Schort  was  a  son  of  Jacob  Schort  who  came  over  from  Germany 
about  1710.  In  1724  Governor  Hunter  deeded  to  Jacob  Schort  and  others 
six  thousand  acres  of  land  situated  in  Columbia  county,  now  the  site  of 
Germantown. 


HARRY  WESTCOTT  ROCKWELL,  A.  M.,  Pd.  D. 


For  his  present  responsible  position  as  president  of  the  State  Teachers 
College 'at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Dr.  Harry  Westcott  Rockwell  has  had  a 
most  thorough  preparation.  His  education  is  of  wide  scope,  and  his  ex¬ 
perience  in  teaching  has  been  diversified  and  extensive.  He  has  devoted 
his  life  to  teaching  and  to  school  management,  and  his  efficient  and  re¬ 
sultant  efforts  have  brought  him  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  fore¬ 
most  educators  of  New  York  state.  His  authoritative  knowledge  of  edu¬ 
cational  technique,  of  modern  methods  in  pedagogy,  qualify  him  well 
for  his  administrative  position  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  state’s  principal 
institutions  of  its  kind. 

Harry  Westcott  Rockwell  was  born  at  Rockwell’s  Mills,  Chenango 
county,  New  York,  June  23,  1881,  a  son  of  Howard  C.  and  Helen  C. 
(Shepard)  Rockwell.  He  attended  Colgate  Academy  at  Hamilton,  New 
York,  then  entered  Brown  University,  where  he  received  his  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1903.  In  1917  he  received  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  from  Columbia  University,  and  in  1922  Brown  University  con¬ 
ferred  upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  In  the  same 
year,  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Pedagogy  from  the  New  York 
State  College  of  Teachers. 

At  the  beginning  of  Dr.  Rockwell’s  wide  teaching  experience  in 
1903-04,  he  was  an  instructor  at  the  Peddie  Institute  at  Heightstown, 
New  York,  and  in  1904-05  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Gilberts- 
ville,  New  York.  He  taught  at  Oneonta,  New  York,  in  1905-06,  and  was 
superintendent  of  schools  in  this  city  from  1906  until  1910.  From  1912 
to  1917  he  was  principal  of  the  high  school  at  White  Plains,  New  York, 
and  from  1917  until  1919  was  superintendent  of  schools  of  Pelham,  New 
\  ork.  In  February,  1919,  Dr.  Rockwell  was  appointed  principal  of  the 
Buffalo  State  Normal  School,  then  the  largest  of  the  state  normal  schools. 
He  rendered  most  capable  service  in  this  position,  and  remained  the  in¬ 
cumbent  until  1927,  when  he  was  made  president  of  the  State  Teachers 
College  at  Buffalo.  He  has  occupied  a  number  of  positions  of  importance 
in  state  and  national  educational  organizations,  including  that  of  chair¬ 
man  of  the  classification  committee  of  the  American  Association  of 
Teachers  Colleges  in  1926-27,  and  president  in  1929-30.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  National  Educational  Association;  the  New  York  State  Teachers 
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Association,  and  was  president  of  the  Western  Zone  in  1917.  His  fraterni¬ 
ties  are  the  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  college  fraternity,  and  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  honorary  scholarship  fraternity.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Rotary  Club  and  the  Literary  Clinic.  Dr.  Rockwell  has  written  a  number 
of  manuscripts  upon  educational  topics  which  have  won  high  commenda¬ 
tion.  In  1924  he  published  his  Work  Book  in  New  York  State  Geography, 
and  he  has  contributed  a  number  of  articles  to  professional  journals. 

On  November  2,  1922,  Dr.  Rockwell  was  married  to  Marjorie  De  Lano 
of  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Helen 
De  Lano  and  Harriett  Shepard.  The  Rockwell  residence  is  on  the  new 
Teachers’  College  campus. 


GEORGE  MAGEE  WYCKOFF 

George  M.  Wyckoff,  one  of  the  well  known  of  Buffalo’s  younger  busi¬ 
ness  men,  and  one  whose  activities  have  carried  him  to  a  prominent  posi¬ 
tion  in  stock  brokerage  and  investment  security  circles,  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Company,  the  oldest  stock  brokerage  house  in 
Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  on  the  2d  of  November,  1900,  a  son  of 
Clinton  Randolph  and  Emma  (Magee)  Wyckoff.  His  great-grandfather, 
Arcalius  Wyckoff,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  but  spent  much  of  his  life 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  residing  in  Elmira,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business,  also  dealing  in  wood  pipe.  To  these  lines  of  activity 
his  son,  George  Wyckoff,  also  devoted  his  attention  and  was  a  life-long 
resident  of  Elmira,  passing  away  in  April,  1882.  His  wife,  who  was  a 
Miss  Welling,  was  a  native  of  Warwick,  Orange  county,  New  York,  and 
died  at  Elmira  in  1928. 

Their  son,  Clinton  R.  Wyckoff,  was  born  in  Elmira,  September  4,  1874, 
was  graduated  from  Elmira  Academy  in  1891,  and  pursued  his  advanced 
studies  in  Cornell  University,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  in  1896.  In  the  following  year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
at  once  entered  upon  his  career  as  an  attorney  in  Buffalo,  where  he  prac¬ 
ticed  successfully  for  a  decade.  During  the  last  five  years  of  that  period 
he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Tiernon  &  Wyckoff.  In  1911  Mr.  Wyckoff 
and  his  associates  formed  the  Atlas  Steel  Company  of  Buffalo,  manufact¬ 
urers  of  steel  castings,  and  he  has  since  been  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
organization,  of  which  he  is  now  treasurer,  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  and  manager  of  the  sales  department.  In  addition  he  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  A.  Wyckoff  &  Sons  Company  of  Elmira;  president  and  a 
director  of  the  Wyckoff  Realty  Company  of  Elmira;  treasurer  and  a 
director  of  the  Frontier  Iron  Works  of  Buffalo;  and  a  director  of  the 
Wyckoff  Drawn  Steel  Company  of  Pittsburgh,  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company 
of  Buffalo  and  the  Hall  Aluminum  Aircraft  Corporation  of  this  city.  He 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party,  is  active  in  the  work 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  in  the  club  life  of  Buffalo.  He 
married  Miss  Emma  Magee,  of  a  prominent  Watkins  (N.  Y.)  family,  a 
daughter  of  General  George  and  Emma  (Stohoff)  Magee.  The  Magee 
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family  owned  the  Fallbrook  Railroad,  which  George  Magee  operated  from 
Watkins  to  Geneva,  New  York,  and  at  one  time  he  served  on  the  gover- 

lior’s  stciff 

George  Magee  Wyckoff  was  reared  in  Buffalo,  attended  the  Nichols 
School  and  prepared  for  college  at  the  Hotchkiss  School,  Lakeville,  Con¬ 
necticut,  entering  Yale  University  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1924.  He 
began  his  business  career  with  the  Wyckoff  Drawn  Steel  Company  of 
Pittsburgh,  working  first  in  the  mill  and  later  in  the  office,  thus  familiariz¬ 
ing  himself  with  every  department  of  the  business.  In  May,  1924,  he  was 
made  district  sales  manager  of  the  company,  with  headquarters  in  Buffalo, 
and  continued  as  their  representative  here  until  June,  1925,  when  he  be¬ 
came  associated  with  A.  J.  Wright  &  Company.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  firm  on  the  1st  of  January,  1929,  and  through  his  adaptability  and 
native  business  judgment  Mr.  Wyckoff  has  attained  a  position  in  stock 
brokerage  circles  of  Buffalo  that  ranks  him  with  men  who  are  many  years 
older. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1925,  Mr.  Wyckoff  was  married  in  Montreal, 
Canada,  to  Miss  Marjorie  Annable,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  that  city.  She  is  a  daughter  of  W.  G.  and  Florence  (McDonald)  Annable, 
the  former  of  whom  is  associated  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Steamship 
Company.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyckoff  now  have  two  children:  Marjorie  Ann- 
able,  who  was  born  August  13,  1926;  and  George  Magee,  Jr.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  28,  1928.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyckoff  are  members  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  Mrs.  Wyckoff  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  the  Winter  Club  of  Montreal  and  the  Royal  Montreal  Golf  Club. 
Mr.  Wyckoff  is  identified  with  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club  and  the 
Buffalo  Country  Club  and  keeps  physically  fit  through  healthful  outdoor 
sports.  He  votes  with  the  republican  party  and  is  never  remiss  in  the 
duties  of  citizenship  but  neither  seeks  nor  desires  public  office.  Engrossed 
in  his  work,  he  gives  to  it  his  best  energies  and  is  an  excellent  example 
of  the  type  of  business  man  developed  in  the  present  age,  keenly  alive  to 
the  possibilities  of  a  business  proposition.  Mr.  Wyckoff’s  residence  is  at 
240  Middlesex  road. 


ELMER  A.  KREINHEDER 

Elmer  A.  Kreinhecler,  one  of  the  successful  young  business  men  of 
Buffalo,  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Standard  Hardwood  Lumber 
Company,  and  is  of  the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  engage  in  the 
lumber  trade  in  this  city.  He  was  born  here,  March  27,  1899,  and  is  a 
son  of  Robert  F.  and  Louisa  C.  (Kiene)  Kreinheder.  Henry  W.  Krein- 
heder,  a  son  of  Job  and  Catharina  (Westbrook)  Kreinheder  and  the  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather  of  Elmer  A.  Kreinheder,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  31, 
1850.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  and  parochial  schools  and 
in  Hick’s  Business  College  and  subsequently  engaged  in  various  mercantile 
pursuits  until  1870,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  Thomas  Thompson, 
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proprietor  of  a  planing  mill  and  shingle  factory  at  Black  Rock.  He  was 
a  bookkeeper  at  first,  and  remained  with  Mr.  Thompson  for  seventeen 
years.  He  then  opened  a  lumber  and  coal  yard  on  Seneca  street  in  Buffalo, 
which  he  operated  until  1890,  after  which  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Christian  Flierl  to  conduct  a  lumber  and  planing  mill.  They  located  on 
Genesee  street  near  the  Belt  Line  crossing,  where  they  erected  a  new  brick 
building,  installed  modern  machinery,  and  developed  one  of  the  largest 
concerns  of  the  kind  in  Buffalo.  They  constructed  many  churches,  schools 
and  residences  in  the  city.  Henry  W.  Kreinheder  was  a  director  of  the 
Buffalo  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  He  was  married  in  May,  1872,  to 
Mary  C.  Oschuetz,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  six  sons, 
namely:  Robert  F.,  who  died  May  31,  1930;  Edwin  J.,  Oliver  W.  and 
Herbert  P.,  of  Buffalo;  Rev.  Oscar  C.  Kreinheder,  president  of  Valparaiso 
University  at  Valparaiso,  Indiana;  and  Arthur  W.,  who  is  deceased. 

Robert  F.  Kreinheder,  the  father  of  Elmer  A.  Kreinheder,  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  March  19,  1873.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  and.  obtained  his  first  business  experience  as  a  bookkeeper 
for  his  father,  who  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  at  707  Seneca  street. 
He  later  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  the  German  Bank  of 
Buffalo,  and  there  remained  until  September,  1896,  when  he  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  grocery  business  at  792  Seneca  street.  After  an  interval, 
he  organized  the  Standard  Lumber  Company,  and  in  1904  the  business 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  Standard  Hardwood  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  with  Herman  J.  and  Arthur  W.  Kreinheder  as  partners  of  Robert  F. 
Kreinheder.  Herman  J.  died  in  1905,  and  Arthur  W.  retired  from  the 
business  in  1926  and  died  October  2,  1930. 

On  September  30,  1896,  Robert  F.  Kreinheder  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Louisa  C.  Kiene,  a  daughter  of  Louis  Kiene,  of  Buffalo,  who  for  many 
years  was  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  and  later  conducted  a  retail 
store  until  his  retirement.  He  died  in  January,  1931.  His  wife  was 
Susan  Langner,  now  deceased,  who  was  one  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
survive.  Her  father,  John  G.  Langner,  served  as  assemblyman  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Kreinheder  were  born  three 
children,  namely :  Henry  W.,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
who  is  now  in  the  insurance  business  and  is  a  director  of  the  Standard 
Hardwood  Lumber  Company;  Ruth,  a  successful  music  teacher,  who 
studied  music  in  New  York  city  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo;  and  Elmer  A. 

Elmer  A.  Kreinheder,  now  the  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Standard 
Hardwood  Lumber  Company,  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of 
Buffalo  and  then  entered  Columbia  University  of  New  York  city,  grad¬ 
uating  from  the  business  department.  He  returned  to  Buffalo  for  a  period 
and  was  thence  transferred  to  Hawkinsville,  Georgia,  one  hundred  miles 
from  Macon,  where  the  company  owned  hardwood  timber  and  a  sawmill, 
remaining  in  Georgia  for  two  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  returned  to  Buffalo.  He  has  made  a  notable  reputation  during  the 
comparatively  short  time  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the 
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Standard  Hardwood  Lumber  Company.  The  company,  whose  plant  covers 
about  six  acres  of  land,  deals  in  rough  hardwood  lumber,  and  usually 
per  cent  of  their  orders  come  from  the  New  England  states, 
carries  in  stock  about  seven  hundred  car-loads.  Approximately  ninety 

On  February  16,  1926,  Mr.  Kreinheder  was  married  to  Miss  Hulda 
Goehle,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Alwin  Goehle.  Their  two 
children  are:  Marilyn  Ruth,  born  July  27,  1927 ;  and  Donald  Elmer,  born 
January  3,  1929.  Mr.  Kreinheder  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  also  the  Scalp  and  Blade  Club  of  Buffalo.  Golf  is  his  favorite 
form  of  recreation. 

Herman  J.  Kreinheder,  uncle  of  Robert  F.,  and  former  partner  in  the 
business  of  the  Standard  Hardwood  Lumber  Company,  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  March  3,  1853,  and  died  here  in  1920.  He  was  educated  in  the 
Lutheran  parochial  schools,  at  St.  Joseph’s  College,  and  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  cashier  and 
bookkeeper  for  R.  W.  Bell  &  Company;  from  1880  to  1883  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  paper  boxes;  and  from  1883  to  1892  was  a  manu¬ 
facturer  and  wholesale  dealer  in  carriages.  In  1892  he  retired  from  active 
business.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  and  builders  of  the  Buffalo,  Tona- 
wanda  &  Niagara  Falls  Electric  Railway,  which  was  the  first  electric 
line  out  of  Buffalo.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Erie  County  republican 
committee,  was  a  frequent  delegate  to  local  and  state  republican  conven¬ 
tions,  and  was  real  estate  commissioner  of  the  German  Young  Men’s  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Buffalo,  also  a  director  of  many  societies.  In  1876,  he  was 
married  to  Catherine  M.  Gehring. 


CHARLES  F.  ZIMMERMAN 

Charles  F.  Zimmerman,  who  is  at  the  head  of  a  private  detective 
agency,  with  headquarters  in  the  Prudential  building,  has  had  long  and 
valuable  experience  in  this  line  of  work,  having  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Buffalo  police  department  for  thirty  years,  and  he  commands  to  a 
marked  degree  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen.  He  was  born  in  Rochester, 

New  York,  in  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Herman  G.  and  Theresa  (Vagle) 
Zimmerman.  His  father  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  and  his  mother, 
who  was  a  native  of  Lorraine,  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents,  j  Df 
who  settled  in  Rochester,  New  York.  Herman  G.  Zimmerman  came  alone 
to  this  country,  first  locating  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  whence  he  removed 
to  Rochester,  and  later  to  Buffalo,  where  he  established  his  permanent 
home.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  established  a  tannery,  which  he 
operated  for  many  years.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  four  children,  J 
Antoinette,  Charles  F.,  Minnie  and  Louisa.  1  t| 

Charles  F.  Zimmerman  received  his  educational  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  Buffalo  and  after  leaving  school  went  to  work  in  his  father’s 
tannery,  learning  the  trade  of  leather  finishing.  In  1896  he  entered  the 
police  department  of  Buffalo  as  a  substitute  patrolman,  and  in  October, 
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1897,  was  appointed  a  regular  patrolman.  On  May  30,  1903,  he  was 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  acting  detective  and  became  a  regular  detective 
February  20,  1905.  He  was  promoted  to  detective  sergeant  April  13, 
1906,  with  which  rank  he  served  until  October  8,  1919,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  captain  of  detectives.  In  August,  1920,  he  was  made  chief 
of  detectives  and  in  November,  1923,  his  ability  and  record  received 
further  substantial  recognition  in  his  appointment  as  chief  of  police,  in 
which  office  he  served  until  April  1,  1926,  when  he  retired  to  private  life. 
A  year  later  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Erie  county,  serving  one  term,  and 
on  his  retirement  he  established  a  high  class  private  detective  agency,  in 
which  he  makes  a  specialty  of  ethical  investigations.  In  this  business  he 
is  meeting  with  well  merited  success  and  has  won  a  splendid  list  of  clients, 
Mr.  Zimmerman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  K.  Bittner,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Zimmerman  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
blue  lodge,  chapter,  council  and  the  consistory  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  and 
the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  also  is  a  member  of  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Police  Beneficiary  Society.  His  religious  connec¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  Having  given  the  best  years  of  his 
life  to  the  cause  of  law  and  order,  in  which  he  won  an  enviable  reputation 
for  conscientious  and  efficient  performance  of  duty,  he  well  merits  the 
success  which  is  crowning  his  efforts.  His  business  is  well  organized,  with 
a  capable  and  trustworthy  corps  of  assistants.  He  possesses  a  forceful 
personality,  is  determined  and  resourceful  in  the  pursuit  of  any  cause  in 
which  he  is  engaged,  and  to  a  marked  degree  commands  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  people  of  this  city. 


WILLIAM  H.  SMITH,  Jr. 

For  the  business  in  which  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  as 
proprietor  of  the  Smith  Collision  Service,  William  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  is  well 
qualified  by  years  of  experience  in  automobile  work  and  in  industrial  man¬ 
agement.  He  is  mainly  doing  automobile  collision  work,  and  his  plant  is 
situated  at  1455  Main  street.  Steadily  increasing  trade  is  the  best  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  satisfaction  he  has  given  to  the  motoring  public  by  fair 
dealing,  honest  prices,  and  courteous  and  prompt  attention  to  their  needs. 
He  has  thoroughly  modern  equipment  for  the  conduct  of  his  large  busi¬ 
ness,  and  his  employees  are  selected  by  him  on  the  basis  of  skill  and 
dependability.  He  also  is  prominently  connected  with  club  and  social 
life  of  his  native  city,  and  is  very  popular  among  hosts  of  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

William  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  May  27, 
1891,  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Anne  (Schoppe)  Smith.  His  father,  who 
was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  is  now  associated  with  his  son  in 
business,  was  formerly  with  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  for  twenty- 
nine  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bethlehem  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
in  politics  a  republican.  His  wife,  Anne  (Schoppe)  Smith,  was  born  in 
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Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Magdalene  Schoppe,  both  of  whom  are 
deceased.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Germany,  a  jeweler  of  Buffalo,  and 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  while  her  mother  was  born  in  Alsace-Loiraine. 

The  education  of  William  H.  Smith,  Jr.  was  received  in  public  school 
No.  52  and  the  Lafayette  high  school,  after  which,  for  three  years,  he  was 
employed  in  the  service  department  of  the  Thomas  Motor  Company  of 
Buffalo.  He  was  then  service  manager  for  the  Lippard  Stewart  Motor 
Company  of  Buffalo  for  about  five  years,  after  which  he  was  manager  of 
the  Morrison  Steel  Products  Company  of  Buffalo  for  six  years.  In  1923 
he  established  his  present  business  at  1455  Main  street,  and  now  conducts 
it  under  the  title  of  the  Smith  Collison  Service.  He  is  a  republican,  and 
a  member  of  the  Bethlehem  Presbyterian  Church.  He  belongs  to  the 
Kiwanis  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  and  the 
Transit  Valley  Canoe  Club.  For  eight  years,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  New  York  National  Guard,  and  held  the  non¬ 
commissioned  rank  of  sergeant.  He  enjoys  a  number  of  recreations, 
among  them  being  golf,  boating,  and  fishing. 

On  December  24,  1916,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Smith  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Ruth  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Judge 
George  A.  and  Mary  (Bryant)  Lewis.  Mrs.  Smith’s  father,  who  was  a 
prominent  and  respected  attorney  of  Buffalo,  and  served  as  city  judge,  is 
now  deceased,  while  his  widow  resides  at  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Smith  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Buffalo,  also  studied  in  Paris, 
France,  and  Berlin,  Germany.  She  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Mark’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Chromatic  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  have  one  daughter,  Ruth  Ann,  born  September  25,  1917. 


HARVEY  CLINTON  HALLIDAY 

Harvey  C.  Halliday  has,  in  the  steps  of  an  orderly  progression,  risen 
to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo,  his  native  city. 
Born  July  26,  1890,  he  is  a  son  of  George  C.  and  Josephine  (Eckman) 
Halliday,  the  latter  also  a  native  of  Buffalo.  The  father  was  born  in 
Canada  but  crossed  the  border  in  his  youth,  becoming  connected  with  the 
United  States  mail  service,  and  for  many  years  was  employed  in  the  post 
office  at  Buffalo,  where  he  still  resides.  Mrs.  Halliday  died  in  1907.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Halliday  became  the  parents  of  three  children :  Gertrude  Elsie, 
who  lives  at  home ;  Harvey  Clinton ;  and  Irving  Raymond.  The  latter 
was  an  aviator  during  the  World  war,  receiving  his  training  at  Kelly  field 
in  Texas,  and  remained  in  the  service  for  three  years.  He  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  brokerage  firm  of  what  is  now  Glenny,  Moll  &  Doolittle  of 
Buffalo  for  eight  years. 

Harvey  C.  Halliday  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  his 
initial  experience  in  financial  affairs  was  gained  in  the  Marine  Bank, 
which  he  left  at  the  end  of  two  years  to  enter  the  Liberty  Bank,  and  here 
he  has  since  remained,  progressing  with  the  institution.  For  four  years 
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he  has  been  one  of  its  officers,  efficiently  discharging  the  duties  of  vice 
president  and  striving  at  all  times  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  bank, 
which  is  one  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Halliday  was  married  June  6,  1914,  to  Miss  Cora  Schaertel,  a 
native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  Schaertel,  who 
still  reside  in  this  city.  Her  father  is  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  filling  a  responsible  position  in  the  inspection  depart¬ 
ment.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halliday  have  two  children :  Robert  George,  who 
was  born  December  10,  1916;  and  Mary  Jane,  born  December  19,  1918. 
The  family  are  regular  attendants  at  the  services  of  the  Covenant  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  and  Mr.  Halliday  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Tyrian  Lodge, 
No.  925,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Automobile  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  American  Institute  of  Banking.  His 
residence  is  at  24  Courier  boulevard,  Kenmore.  There  is  no  phase  of 
modern  finance  with  which  he  is  not  thoroughly  conversant  and  his  keen 
intelligence  and  sound  judgment  have  combined  to  make  his  services  a 
vital  force  in  the  successful  conduct  of  the  institution  which  he  represents. 


GEORGE  FRANKLIN  RAND 

“The  life  story  of  George  F.  Rand,”  said  a  contemporary  biographer, 
“is  one  commanding  general  attention  aside  from  the  deeply-appealing  and 
heart-stirring  incidents  of  his  closing  hours,  for  even  in  the  common¬ 
place  relations  of  life  he  had  worked  out  a  career  remarkably  interesting, 
and  in  its  crises  had  shown  a  richness  of  spirit  and  staunchness  of  char¬ 
acter  that  gave  him  firmest  hold  upon  the  affectionate  esteem  and  respect 
of  his  fellowmen.” 

George  F.  Rand  was  a  son  of  Calvin  G.  and  Almira  (Long)  Rand,  and 
was  born  at  Forest  Home,  Niagara  county,  New  York,  August  14,  1867. 
The  country  school  and  Brockport  Normal  School  offered  him  his  educa¬ 
tional  advantages,  and  his  banking  career  began  when  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age.  It  is  notable  that  at  this  time  he  became  assistant  cashier 
of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  and  his  aptitude 
for  finance  and  administration  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in  the  year 
that  he  attained  his  majority  he  established  a  private  bank  in  Tonawanda. 
The  next  step  in  his  upward  career  was  election  to  the  presidency  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  Tonawanda,  with  which  institution  he  was  identi¬ 
fied  for  ten  years,  resigning  to  accept  the  vice  presidency  of  the  Columbia 
National  Bank,  of  Buffalo,  coming  to  Buffalo  in  1901,  and  one  year  later 
succeeding  to  the  presidency  of  the  Columbia  National  Bank.  In  the 
banking  fraternity  of  Buffalo  he  became  a  dominant  figure,  and  after  a 
period  in  the  presidency  of  the  Central  National  Bank  was  elected  vice 
president  and  then  president  of  the  Marine  National  Bank,  of  Buffalo.  A 
few  months  before  his  death  Mr.  Rand  was  instrumental  in  principal  de¬ 
gree  in  the  realization  of  a  long  cherished  vision  and  hope  when  the  Bank- 


474 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 

ers  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  the  Erie  Finance  Corporation  and  the 
Marine  National  Bank  were  merged  into  one  great  institution,  the  Marine 
Trust  Company,  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institutions  in  the  United 
States.  This  was  the  crowning  achievement  of  a  career  before  which 
stretched  vast  possibilities,  promises  that  were  indeed  deemed  probabili¬ 
ties  by  those  in  position  to  appreciate  best  the  powerful  mental  grasp  and 
capacity  for  executive  leadership  with  which  he  was  endowed.  George 
F.  Rand  was  a  man  of  broad  mind  and  keen  business  sense.  He  possessed 
what  properly  could  be  termed  business  statesmanship,  in  the  sense  that 
he  viewed  business  from  the  standpoint  of  broad  economy,  an  agency 
which  affects  large  numbers  of  people.  A  financier  in  the  fullest  meaning 
of  the  term,  he  was  not  in  business  simply  to  make  a  fortune  for  himself, 
realizing  at  the  same  time,  as  many  successful  business  men  do  not,  that 
the  most  permanent  fortune  is  that  one  which  is  grounded  upon  the 
reputation  for  entertaining  the  interest  of  all  men,  all  the  avenues  of 
resource  and  progress.  Mr.  Rand  was  a  very  successful  banker,  not  only 
making  a  large  fortune  for  himself,  but  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
prosperity  to  a  great  many  other  citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  being 
an  excellent  type  of  that  class  of  men  whose  strength  of  business  ability 
and  character  was  the  natural  magnet  of  success,  profiting  all  who  came 
within  its  compelling  force.  It  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Rand  by  one  of  his 
associates  that  he  never  wanted  anything  that  touched  his  bank  or  him¬ 
self  to  be  second  best,  and  this  desire  he  caused  to  be  extended  into  every 
department  of  the  work  of  the  institution  of  which  he  was  the  head,  taking 
just  pride  in  the  high  standards  that  were  observed  in  all  of  its  trans¬ 
actions.  He  was  a  stalwart  fighter,  but  a  fair  competitor,  and  had  that 
.  rare  combination  of  vision  and  practical  ability  that  had  he  lived  would 
undoubtedly  have  placed  him  in  the  small  group  of  financiers  whose  names 
stand  preeminently  in  American  banking. 

Mr.  Rand  gave  himself  freely  to  many  public  and  charitable  enter¬ 
prises.  He  was  a  broad-spirited  citizen,  always  ready  with  a  generous 
response  to  patriotic  and  civic  calls.  Both  personally,  and  through  his 
bank,  he  entered  with  patriotic  zeal  upon  the  duties  imposed  by  the  World 
war  upon  every  American  citizen.  The  Marine  Trust  Company  purchased 
for  itself  and  its  customers  eighty-eight  million  dollars  worth  of  Liberty 
bonds  and  seventy-five  million  dollars  worth  of  other  government  securi¬ 
ties.  During  the  campaign  of  the  Red  Cross  for  funds,  Mr.  Rand  set  a 
standard  for  the  banking  world  of  Buffalo  which  was  never  surpassed,  and 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  telegraphed  President  Wilson  an  offer  to 
equip  an  entire  regiment  at  his  own  expense.  Superlative  as  was  his 
genius  for  finance,  his  wealth  of  human  affection,  deep  feeling  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  home  and  family  were  equally  great.  He  was  earnestly  religious 
and  took  active  part  in  the  devotional  life  of  the  church.  He  was  intensely 
loyal  to  his  friends,  whom  he  attracted  most  by  admiration  for  his  powers 
of  leadership  and  in  response  to  his  genial  nature  and  warm  generosity. 
No  more  significant  tribute  could  be  paid  to  Mr.  Rand’s  memory  than  one 
coming  from  his  most  intimate  business  associates  as  evidenced  by  a 
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tablet,  on  the  wall  in  the  lobby  of  the  beautiful  new  Rand  building,  read¬ 
ing  as  follows :  “The  directors  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo, 
dedicate  this  building  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  George  F.  Rand  in  appre¬ 
ciation  of  his  worth  as  a  citizen  and  the  outstanding  services  rendered 
by  him  to  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo  and  its  predecessors, 
the  Marine  National  Bank,  Bankers  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  Central 
National  Bank  and  Columbia  National  Bank  as  chief  executive  during  the 
period  from  1901  until  his  death  in  1919.” 

George  F.  Rand  married,  September  12,  1888,  Vina  S.  Fisher,  in  Tona- 
wanda,  New  York.  Mrs.  Rand  died  January  25,  1919.  Their  children 
were:  George  F.,  Jr.,  who  is  further  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work; 
Calvin,  Evelyn;  and  Gretchen. 

In  1919  Mr.  Rand  made  a  journey  to  Europe,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
stay  abroad  visited  the  battlefield  of  Verdun.  A  glimpse  of  tragic  history 
is  necessary  here  to  hold  the  continuity  of  the  story.  On  the  11th  of  June, 
1916,  a  section  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  Regiment  of 
French  Infantry,  composed  of  Bretons  and  Vendeens,  having  received 
orders  to  attack,  were  standing  in  their  trenches  with  bayonets  fixed, 
awaiting  the  signal.  A  sudden  and  terrific  bombardment  by  German 
guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre  opened  up  at  this  moment,  and  the  trenches 
where  these  men  stood  were  caved  in  and  filled  up  until  level  with  the 
surrounding  ground.  When  the  bombardment  ended  and  relief  arrived, 
the  trenches  were  no  longer  visible,  but  emerging  from  the  earth  at  irregu¬ 
lar  intervals  were  the  bayonets  of  the  rifles  which  these  brave  men  held. 
Under  each  there  stood  a  dead  soldier. 

Three  years  went  by;  the  armistice  had  come;  the  Peace  Conference 
was  in  session  at  Paris.  During  all  this  time  these  bayonets  pierced  the 
snows  of  winter  and  rusted  in  the  summer  rains.  The  bodies  of  the  gal¬ 
lant  men  beneath  were  mixing  with  the  earth  of  that  France  for  whom 
they  had  given  their  lives.  To  the  occasional  visitors  who  at  this  time 
came  to  the  battlefield  of  Verdun,  this  sight  was  pointed  out  as  one  of  the 
strange  and  tragic  incidents  of  the  terrific  battle  which  had  so  long  been 
waged  upon  these  hills. 

Mr.  Rand,  visiting  this  scene,  was  profoundly  impressed  by  the  signi¬ 
ficance  of  the  story  it  silently  told,  and  during  a  visit  to  Mr.  Wallace, 
American  ambassador  to  France,  they  discussed  the  trench  and  its  story, 
agreeing  that  it  should  be  protected  from  ravages  of  time  and  left  intact 
for  future  generations  as  a  perpetual  symbol  of  the  heroism  of  the  French 
defenses  of  Verdun.  Mr.  Rand  at  once  offered  to  place  half  a  million 
francs  at  the  disposal  of  the  ambassador  for  this  purpose,  and  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace,  without  a  moment’s  hesitation,  went  with  Mr.  Rand  to  see  the  French 
Prime  Minister,  M.  Georges  Clemenceau,  who,  with  equal  promptness  and 
in  the  name  of  the  French  government,  accepted  the  offer.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing  Mr.  Rand  started  for  London  in  an  aeroplane  which  met  with  an  acci¬ 
dent  en  route,  and  he  was  instantly  killed. 

Learning  of  what  had  been  almost  the  last  act  of  their  father’s  life, 
Mr.  Rand’s  children  informed  the  ambassador  that  they  desired  to  renew 
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the  offer  made  by  their  father,  and  the  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  monu¬ 
ment  were  immediately  undertaken  by  a  committee  selected  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  by  Mr.  Wallace  and  the  French  government. 

The  work  of  preparing  the  design  was  confided  to  M.  Andre-Ventre, 
chief  architect  of  the  government  service  charged  with  the  historical  mon¬ 
uments  of  France.  The  plans  having  been  approved  by  the  committee, 
they  were  carried  out  by  him  with  the  greatest  energy  and  success,  and 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1920,  the  solemn  inauguration  of  the  monument 
took  place.  George  F.  Rand,  Jr.,  Misses  Evelyn  and  Gretchen  Rand,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Rand  came  from  America  for  the  purpose  of  being 
present  at  the  ceremony.  The  party  was  taken  to  Verdun  in  the  presi¬ 
dential  train,  to  which  was  also  attached  the  car  in  which  Marshal  Foch 
had  signed  the  armistice,  November  11,  1918,  and  at  Verdun  they  were 
met  by  an  assemblage  of  civil  and  military  dignitaries.  The  ceremony 
at  the  cemetery  was  extremely  moving  in  its  simplicity.  President  Miller- 
and  approached  and  laid  a  palm  before  the  great  cross  in  the  center  of 
the  cemetery  and  remained  an  instant  in  silent  meditation.  The  ambassa-. 
dor  of  the  United  States  also  placed  a  palm  on  which  bore  the  inscription : 
“To  the  heroes  of  France,  from  the  Ambassador  of  the  United  States.” 
A  profound  silence  reigned  over  the  sacred  burial  places  while  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  France  and  the  United  States  did  homage  to  those  who  fell 
in  the  great  war.  The  rolling  of  muffled  drums  added  to  the  emotion  which 
filled  all  hearts.  The  president  of  the  republic  then  passed  along  the 
paths  of  the  cemetery,  reading  the  names  inscribed  on  the  crosses,  thus 
paying  honor  to  each  of  the  soldiers  who  had  died  for  France.  The  pro¬ 
cession  then  reformed  and  started  for  the  monument  of  the  Bayonet 
Trench.  Here  the  ceremony  of  dedication  took  place,  the  ambassador  of 
the  United  States  being  the  first  to  speak,  followed  by  the  president  of 
the  French  republic,  the  playing  of  the  national  anthems  of  America  and 
of  France  concluding  the  services.  The  inscription  over  the  entrance  on 
the  Thiaumont  road  tells  in  whose  name  this  memorial  was  reared  in  a 
spirit  of  reverence,  modesty,  and  self-forgetfulness  seldom  equaled : 

To  the  Memory  of  the  French  Soldiers  who  Sleep, 

Standing  Rifle  in  Hand,  in  this  Trench. 

Their  Brothers  of  America. 


ANDERS  NELSON 

One  of  the  well  known  merchant  tailors  of  Buffalo  is  Anders  Nelson, 
whose  store  is  located  at  124  West  Chippewa  street.  Mr.  Nelson  was 
born  in  Skone,  Sweden,  September  5,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Anders  Nelson, 
Sr.,  and  Hannah  (Quant)  Nelson,  both  of  whom  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  Sweden.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  One  of  the  mother’s  brothers,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Quant,  was  an  officer  in  the  Swedish  Army. 

Anders  Nelson  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Sweden, 
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and  in  his  native  country  also  learned  the  trade  of  tailoring.  He  then 
went  to  Denmark,  where  he  followed  the  tailoring  business  for  two  years. 
In  1892,  when  he  had  just  attained  his  majority,  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  first  settling  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  associated 
for  fifteen  years  with  the  firm  of  F.  L.  Dunne  &  Company,  high  grade 
merchant  tailors  in  the  Transcript  building  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Milk  streets.  For  twelve  years  Mr.  Nelson  worked  on  the  bench,  and 
for  three  years  was  a  cutter.  He  next  moved  to  New  York  city,  where 
he  was  a  cutter  for  J.  W.  Carroll,  merchant  tailor  on  Fifth  avenue.  In 
1910  he  came  to  Buffalo,  and  was  employed  as  a  cutter  for  one  year  by 
William  H.  Lyons  at  13  Niagara  street.  Thereafter  he  embarked  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  at  18  Court  street,  and  in  1924  moved  to  his  present 
address  at  124  West  Chippewa  street.  He  is  a  member  and  past  president 
of  the  Buffalo  Merchant  Tailors  Exchange  and  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  National  Merchant  Tailors  Association  of  America.  He 
headed  the  merchant  tailors’  division  of  the  joint  charities  drives  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  for  three  years.  Several  times  he  has  been  a  delegate  at 
conventions  of  the  National  Association  of  Merchant  Tailors  of  America 
and  in  1927,  at  Memphis,  was  successful  in  bringing  the  convention  to 
Buffalo  the  following  year,  at  which  time  he  was  its  chairman. 

Mr.  Nelson  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  religious  matters 
and  believes  that  there  is  no  greater  service  than  that  given  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  and  uplift  of  mankind.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Asbury-Delaware 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  has  served  as  president  of  the  Men’s  Bible 
class  and  is  a  member  of  the  official  board  of  the  church.  He  is  likewise 
a  member  of  the  Men’s  Club  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  also  of  the  Kenmore  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  has 
held  an  exhorter’s  license  for  the  past  eighteen  years  of  Asbury-Delaware 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has  spoken  in  many  of  the  churches  in 
and  around  Buffalo.  For  five  years  he  held  monthly  meetings  at  the  Erie 
County  Jail  and  during  the  past  twelve  years  has  spoken  once  a  month  at 
the  White  Light  Mission,  of  which  Mrs.  John  Ross  (better  known  as 
Mother  Ross)  is  superintendent.  In  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Nelson 
was  one  of  three  to  organize  the  Scandinavian  Good  Templar  Lodge — 
Gustav  II  Adolphus — and  through  this  about  twenty-five  lodges  were 
organized  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.  He  was  for 
fifteen  years  a  member  of  Gustav  II  Adolphus,  member  and  officer  of  the 
district  lodge  and  grand  lodge  and  also  member  of  the  supreme  lodge. 
His  political  affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  in  1892,  at  Boston,  to  Miss  Marie  Tjellner,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  who  died  at  Boston.  There  were  two  children  born  to 
this  union,  namely:  Ellen  H.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Alex  F.  Larson,  of  Ken¬ 
more,  New  York,  and  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Emily  Elizabeth;  and 
Arthur  E.,  a  high  school  graduate  of  Buffalo  and  now  a  well  known  artist 
of  New  York  city.  The  latter  married  Miss  Doris  Joy  Starr. 

On  March  14,  1903,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Nelson  married 
Miss  Hulda  Sarafia  Bjornstrom,  who  was  born  in  Sweden,  a  daughter  of 
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the  late  Captain  Bjornstrom,  a  native  of  Bjornos,  Sweden,  who  followed 
the  sea  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Nelson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  her  native  land.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Asbury-Delaware  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Ladies  Bible  Class  and  the  Ladies  Missionary- 
Society.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson.  Helga, 
a  graduate  of  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  is  a  stenographer 
for  the  Pillsbury  Flour  Mills  Company  at  Buffalo.  Gustav  Anders,  who 
graduated  from  the  Ithaca  Conservatory  of  Music,  is  now  studying  piano 
for  his  master's  degree  at  the  same  institution.  He  married  Miss  Flora 
Bargar,  who  is  now  teaching  in  the  Union  Springs  high  school.  Carl 
Malcolm  Nelson,  a  graduate  of  the  Hutchinson  high  school,  is  now  attend¬ 
ing  the  University  of  Buffalo.  The  Nelson  residence  is  at  196  Parkwood 
avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York. 


FRASER  D.  MOONEY,  M.  D. 

Thoroughly  equipped  for  the  work  of  his  profession,  Dr.  Fraser  D. 
Mooney  has  made  rapid  progress  therein  and  is  now  serving  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
for  seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Stellarton,  Nova  Scotia,  Canada,  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1897,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Annie  (Fraser)  Mooney.  His 
grandparents,  John  and  Ellen  (Potter)  Mooney,  were  natives  of  England 
but  lived  for  many  years  in  the  Canadian  province  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
both  passed  away  in  Stellarton.  As  a  young  man  John  Mooney  prospected 
for  gold  in  the  Klondike  and  afterward  was  identified  with  coal  mining 
operations  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  son,  Daniel  Mooney,  born  September  25, 
1871,  has  always  resided  in  Stellarton,  where  he  is  well  known  as  an 
expert  accountant.  He  is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith  and  a  con¬ 
servative  in  politics.  Imbued  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  joined  the 
Canadian  Reserves  and  became  captain  of  his  company,  which  was 
attached  to  the  Eighty-fifth  Regiment  of  Nova  Scotia  Highlanders.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  World  war  period  he  spent  three  years  in  France  and  was  in 
command  of  Canadian  Corps  bands.  His  wife  was  born  in  Springville, 
Nova  Scotia,  October  31,  1873,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James  Drummond 
and  Katherine  (Calder)  Fraser,  who  were  lifelong  residents  of  that 
province.  They  were  born  in  Riverton  and  passed  away  in  Stellarton. 
James  Drummond  Fraser  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  and  was 
the  son  of  an  agriculturist,  James  Alexander  Fraser,  who  was  a  native 
of  In\  ei  nesshire,  Scotland,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Canada,  settling  in 
Nova  Scotia.  There  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  becoming  one  of 
the  prosperous  ranchmen  of  the  Riverton  district. 

His  great-grandson,  Dr.  Fraser  D.  Mooney,  pursued  his  education  in 
Stellarton  until  graduated  from  high  school  in  1914  and  then  matriculated 
in  Dalhousie  University  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  A  year  later  he  left 
that  institution  to  enlist  in  the  Canadian  Army,  joining  the  Eighty-fifth 
Regiment  of  Nova  Scotia  Highlanders  on  the  19th  of  September,  1915. 
He  was  in  training  at  Halifax  until  May,  1916,  when  he  was  transferred 
to  Aldershot,  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  remained  until  October  13,  1916,  when 
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he  sailed  for  France  with  his  regiment.  He  was  at  Vimy  Ridge,  at  Pash- 
endale,  Amiens  and  the  Somme,  participating  in  some  of  the  outstanding 
battles  of  the  World  war,  and  returned  to  Canada  in  June,  1919. 

When  mustered  out  of  the  service  Dr.  Mooney  enrolled  as  a  student 
in  McGill  University  at  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1924  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  C.  M.,  after  which  he  served  as  an  interne 
in  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital  for  a  year.  He  then  became  resident 
surgeon  and  his  next  step  upward  made  him  assistant  superintendent 
December  1,  1925.  In  that  capacity  he  continued  until  November,  1927, 
when  he  was  chosen  acting  superintendent,  and  in  December,  1928,  was 
made  superintendent.  Conscientious  and  efficient,  he  has  won  repeated 
promotions,  manifesting  a  special  talent  for  hospital  management  and 
rendering  valuable  service  to  the  large  institution  which  he  represents. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1927,  Dr.  Mooney  was  married  in  Livonia,  New 
York,  to  Miss  Norma  Du  Bois,  a  native  of  that  town  and  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  and  Charlotte  (Mitchell)  Du  Bois.  They  still  make  their  home  in 
Livonia,  where  the  father  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  business.  He  was 
born  in  Newburgh,  New  York,  January  17,  1873,  and  the  mother  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  June  10,  1880.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Mooney,  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Masten  Park  high  school  in  this  city  and  from  the  nurses’ 
training  school  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital,  afterward  following  the 
profession  of  nursing  in  Buffalo  until  her  marriage.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Mooney  have  two  sons :  Fraser  Mitchell,  who  was  born  October  16,  1928 ; 
and  Robert  Bruce,  born  July  16,  1930. 

The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  119  Crosby  avenue,  Kenmore,  New 
York,  and  the  Doctor’s  office  is  at  100  High  street,  Buffalo.  The  parents 
have  membership  in  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  and  Mrs.  Mooney 
is  identified  with  the  Eastern  Star.  For  recreation  Dr.  Mooney  turns  to 
golf  and  also  enjoys  the  sports  of  fishing  and  hunting.  His  hours  of 
leisure  are  few,  however,  for  his  professional  duties  make  heavy  demands 
upon  his  time  and  energy.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Erie  County  Hos¬ 
pital  Council  and  also  belongs  to  the  New  York  State  Hospital  Association, 
the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  American  Medical  Association.  By  virtue  of  his  well  developed  powers 
and  devotion  to  his  chosen  calling  he  has  been  carried  forward  into  im¬ 
portant  relations  and  he  exemplifies  in  his  career  the  sterling  traits  of  his 
Scotch  and  English  ancestors. 


WILLIAM  C.  CULLITON 


When  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  William  C.  Culliton  received  his 
first  contract,  having  been  employed  in  contracting  then  for  about  three 
years.  During  the  years  since  that  important  date,  he  has  steadily  deve¬ 
loped  his  business  until  now  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  among  the 
foremost  contractors  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier,  his  office  and 
home  being  situated  at  2079  Main  street.  He  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Suspension  Bridge,  now  Niagara  Falls,  November  19,  1874,  and  is  a  son 
of  James  and  Johanna  (MacNamara)  Culliton,  both  of  whom  were  born 
dn  Ireland  in  1849.  The  father,  who  was  associated  for  many  years  with 
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the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  died  in  Buffalo  in  1928,  and  his  wife  died  in 
Buffalo  in  1918. 

William  C.  Culliton  attended  the  city  public  and  parochial  schools,  also 
took  a  business  college  course.  After  leaving  school  he  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  firm  of  Gratton  &  Jennings,  contractors,  for  about  three  years. 
Then,  when  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  he  received  his  first  contract. 
He  afterward  returned  to  his  old  firm  for  a  short  time,  but  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  started  business  on  his  own  account,  his  first 
contract  having  been  for  the  building  of  the  water  works  in  the  village 
of  Williamsville,  New  York.  From  this  unpretentious  start  his  present 
very  successful  business  has  grown.  Mr.  Culliton  is  a  democrat  in  poli¬ 
tics,  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  and  is  a  communicant  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

At  Buffalo,  New  York,  September  27,  1898,  Mr.  Culliton  married 
Katherine  Airey,  of  this  city,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  (Ethe¬ 
ridge)  Airey,  who  were  born  in  England.  Mr.  Airey,  who  was  an  expert 
mechanic,  died  April  1,  1906,  and  his  wife  passed  away  February  21,  1920. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culliton  have  four  children,  namely:  Frances  Mary,  born 
in  1900,  is  now  attending  Fordham  University,  and  for  two  years  has 
been  active  in  social  work;  Edward  C.  graduated  in  June,  1930,  with  a 
civil  engineer  degree,  from  Rensselaer  College;  and  is  now  associated 
with  his  father  in  contracting;  Winifred  May,  born  in  1906,  is  a  teacher 
of  drawing  in  the  Buffalo  public  schools;  and  James  William,  born  in 
1911,  is  attending  Canisius  College  at  Buffalo.  Edward  married  Miss 
Marguerite  Pidgeon,  December  30,  1930,  and  they  live  in  Buffalo. 


ALBERT  GALLATIN  HATCH 

Among  those  who  participated  in  real  estate  activities  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  was  the  late  Albert  Gallatin  Hatch,  of  Buffalo,  whose  death  oc¬ 
curred  September  22,  1919.  Not  only  was  he  an  outstanding  figure  in 
the  field  of  business,  but  also  won  high  repute  along  other  lines,  including 
natural  science  and  archeology,  while  in  his  civic  and  social  contact  he 
gained  high  position  and  respect.  Mr.  Hatch  was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  born 
February  21,  1842,  and  was  a  son  of  Junius  Hopkins  and  Sarah  Catherine 
(Mitchell)  Hatch.  The  site  of  his  birthplace  was  directly  in  the  rear  of 
the  later  location  of  the  Iroquois  Hotel,  on  Washington  street,  then  a 
portion  of  the  residential  district  of  the  city. 

Albert  G.  Hatch  studied  at  public  school  No.  18,  and  then  entered  a 
preparatory  school  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  where  his  father  had  settled 
during  the  period  when  he  was  buying  western  lands,  but  after  leaving 
school  Albert  G.  Hatch  returned  to  this  city  and  secured  employment  in 
the  Manufacturers’  &  Traders’  National  Bank,  where  he  remained  for  one 
year.  He  then  became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Lindburner  &  Torrey, 
in  the  wool  business  and  leather  trade,  and  in  this  line  he  thoroughly 
schooled  himself.  His  next  step  was  to  form  a  partnership  with  Messrs. 
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Hartwell  and  Bowen,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hartwell,  Bowen  &  Hatch, 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  wool  and  leather  business.  Later  Mr. 
Hartwell  withdrew,  after  which  the  firm  became  Bowen  &  Hatch,  under 
which  management  a  highly  successful  business  was  carried  on  for  several 
years. 

For  over  forty  years,  Mr.  Hatch  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business, 
enjoying  a  well  earned  reputation  for  integrity  and  capability.  In  1870 
the  firm  of  Zink  &  Hatch  was  established,  this  partnership  continuing 
until  Mr.  Zink  died  in  1890,  after  which  Mr.  Hatch  continued  his  real 
estate  operations  alone  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  par¬ 
ticularly  well  informed  on  Buffalo  real  estate,  and  his  counsel  and  advice 
were  frequently  sought  by  men  interested  in  the  development  of  the  city 
and  its  realty.  Mr.  Hatch  was  keenly  interested  in  natural  science  and 
archeology  and  spent  one  and  a  half  years  abroad,  during  which  time  he 
studied  along  these  lines  in  Egypt  and  elsewhere.  After  his  return  to  the 
United  States,  he  continued  his  researches  and  collected  many  objects  of 
antiquity  and  Indian  pottery  from  this  country  and  South  America.  In 
this  work,  Mrs.  Hatch  was  of  able  assistance  to  him,  and  after  his  death 
she  presented  the  extensive  collection  to  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 
Sciences.  Mr.  Hatch  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party. 

Mr.  Hatch  was  married  in  1866  to  Charlotte  Spicer,  who  died  eight 
years  later,  leaving  two  children  :  Katharine,  who  became  the  wife  of  Baron 
Alexander  Von  Schroeder,  and  died  in  Berlin,  Germany,  March  5,  1917; 
and  Anna,  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hatch  was  married  secondly,  January  25, 
1899,  to  Kate  Munn  Smith,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey,  a  daughter  of  G.  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Margaret  (Munn)  Smith  of  that  place.  Mrs.  Hatch  and  Miss 
Anna  Hatch  reside  at  93  Windsor  avenue,  while  they  also  have  a  summer 
home  at  Point  Albino,  Canada.  Mrs.  Hatch  is  a  member  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  Club;  the  Cherry  Hill  Golf  Club;  and  from  1924  to  1930  was 
president  of  the  Ingleside  Home.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Parish  Society. 


JOHN  J.  PIERI 

John  J.  Pieri,  one  of  the  progressive  young  men  of  Buffalo,  is  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  one  of  the  leading  Italian  families  of  this  city  and  of  the  old  coun¬ 
try.  He  is  senior  partner  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business  which  is  a 
unit  in  the  Clover  Farm  Stores  Company,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  which 
was  established  in  Buffalo  in  1901  by  his  father.  Mr.  Pieri  is  also  one  of 
the  organizers  and  a  director  of  the  Niagara  National  Bank  of  Buffalo, 
and  has  taken  a  noteworthy  part  in  political  and  civic  affairs. 

He  was  born  at  Buffalo,  December  24,  1902,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  G. 
and  Mayme  (Muffaletto)  Pieri.  The  father  was  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Salemi)  Pieri,  who  were  born  and  died  in  Italy,  where  the  former  was 
in  the  cheese  manufacturing  business. 

Joseph  G.  Pieri  was  born  in  Italy,  October  14,  1882,  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
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April  7,  1924.  In  early  life  he  was  a  retail  grocer  on  South  Elmwood 
'avenue  and  in  1903  established  a  wholesale  grocery  business  at  121  Michi¬ 
gan  avenue.  He  later  moved  to  96  Michigan  avenue.  He  was  at  one  time 
president  of  all  the  Italian  societies  in  Buffalo,  and  was  much  interested 
in  civic  and  religious  matters.  He  was  a  republican,  and  a  communicant 
of  the  Holy  Cross  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mayme  Muffaletto  Pieri, 
the  mother  of  John  J.,  was  born  in  Italy  in  1884,  and  now  lives  at  Buffalo. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Vincent  and  Mary  (Maggio)  Muffaletto,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Italy  and  are  now  Buffalo  residents.  The  father  was 
in  the  wrought  iron  and  art  metal  business  in  Italy,  but  retired  after 
coming  to  the  United  States. 

John  J.  Pieri  graduated  from  public  school  No.  24,  attended  Masten 
Park  high  school  for  two  years,  and  then  took  a  course  at  the  Bryant  & 
Stratton  Business  College.  He  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  and  when  his  father’s  health  failed  he  took 
over  the  active  management.  After  the  death  of  the  elder  Pieri,  he 
assumed  control  of  the  business,  in  which  he  was  later  joined  by  his  brother 
Vincent  Pieri.  The  store  is  now  a  unit  of  the  Clover  Farm  Stores  Com¬ 
pany  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  national  headquarters.  This  company  oper¬ 
ates  a  chain  of  three  thousand  stores  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Pieri 
conducts  a  retail  store  to  take  care  of  their  many  customers  in  Buffalo. 
He  is  also  interested  in  the  ice  manufacturing  business  in  Florida,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  two  brothers-in-law,  Dr.  August  Lascola  of  Buffalo,  and 
Joseph  Pereno  of  Miami,  Florida. 

In  political  affairs  Mr.  Pieri  has  given  his  active  support  to  the  republi¬ 
can  party,  and  during  the  Roesch  campaign  for  mayor  was  chairman  of 
the  twenty-sixth  ward  committee.  He  is  a  communicant  of  the  Holy 
Angels  Roman  Catholic  Church  parish,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  the  Buffalo  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Montemaggiorese  Club,  the  Sons  of  Italy,  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club.  His  diversions  are  fishing,  golf,  hand  ball,  and  outdoor  soft  ball 
playing. 

Mr.  Pieri  was  married  October  30,  1922  to  Miss  Josephine  Lascola, 
a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Lascola)  Las¬ 
cola,  both  natives  and  residents  of  Buffalo,  the  father  being  a  retired 
merchant.  Mrs.  Pieri  was  educated  at  the  St.  Mary’s  and  the  Holy 
Angels  parochial  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  now  belongs  to  the  Holy  Angels 
parish. 


LAWRENCE  M.  WEIL 

One  of  the  most  prominent  junior  business  executives  of  Buffalo  is 
Lawrence  M.  Weil,  who  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Electric  City 
Box  Company,  Inc.,  which  is  one  of  the  important  concerns  in  the  Buffalo 
manufacturing  field,  organized  by  Mr.  Weil’s  father  in  1909,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  making  and  importation  of  a  complete  variety  of  jewelry 
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boxes.  Lawrence  M.  Weil  became  vice  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
company  when  it  was  incorporated  on  January  1,  1930,  and  on  the  death 
of  his  father  became  the  executive  head  of  the  corporation.  He  was 
born  in  New  York  city,  April  27,  1894,  a  son  of  Gustave  J.  and  Carrie 
(Reinman)  Weil.  Extended  reference  to  the  father  is  made  elsewhere  in 
this  publication. 

Lawrence  M.  Weil  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  of  Buf¬ 
falo  and  completed  his  education  at  Cornell  University.  He  began  his 
business  career  as  an  associate  of  his  father  in  the  Electric  City  Box 
Company  of  Buffalo  and  seven  years  later  became  a  partner  in  the  enter¬ 
prise.  He  was  chosen  for  the  official  positions  of  vice  president  and 
treasurer  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  business  in  1930  and 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  presidency  when  the  latter  passed  away.  Mr. 
Weil  is  an  excellent  example  of  the  type  of  business  man  developed  in  the 
present  age,  keenly  alive  to  the  possibilities  of  up-to-date  methods.  His 
entire  business  career  has  been  spent  with  the  corporation  of  which  he  is 
now  the  head  and  his  energies  and  business  ability  have  been  no  small 
contributing  factors  to  its  success. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1916,  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  Mr.  Weil  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Lucille  Evelyn  Geismar,  who  was  born  in  that  city,  a  daughter  of 
Leopold  and  Adelaide  (Hofeller)  Geismar,  the  father  being  a  retired  mer¬ 
chant  of  Waterloo,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Weil  was  reared  and  educated  at  the  place 
of  her  nativity.  She  is  a  member  of  Temple  Beth  Zion  and  is  active  in 
various  women’s  organizations.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  two  daughters:  Jeanne  Marlys,  born  July  28,  1918;  and  Lois 
Moreen,  born  October  14,  1922.  The  family  residence  is  at  674  Potomac 
avenue. 

Since  age  conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  Mr.  Weil  has  sup¬ 
ported  the  men  and  measures  of  the  republican  party,  believing  its  prin¬ 
ciples  most  conducive  to  good  government.  Adhering  to  the  religious  faith 
of  his  fathers,  he  has  membership  in  the  congregation  'of  Temple  Beth 
Zion  in  Buffalo,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  following  Ma¬ 
sonic  bodies:  Mystic  Art  Lodge,  No.  899,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory, 
A.  A.  S.  R.;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  He  is  a  popular 
member  of  the  Montefiore,  Willowdale  Country  and  24  Carat  Clubs,  and 
golf  and  tennis  constitute  his  favorite  recreational  diversions. 


JOHN  S.  DRUAR 

John  S.  Druar,  an  able  representative  of  the  legal  profession,  now 
successfully  engaged  in  general  practice  at  Buffalo,  is  a  native  of  this 
city,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  in  the  month  of  November,  1872.  He 
is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Leichtman)  Druar,  the  father  also  having 
been  born  in  Buffalo.  John  Druar,  the  grandfather  of  John  S.  Druar, 
settled  in  Buffalo  early  in  the  last  century,  and  in  1819  opened  a  general 
store  at  Black  Rock.  He  was  active  in  the  early  administration  of  the 
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Erie  canal.  His  son,  John,  was  superintendent  of  the  construction  of  the 
city  hall  and  also  erected  a  number  of  large  buildings  in  that  early  day. 
He  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  breakwater  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Andrew 
Druar,  another  son,  was  a  prospector  in  the  west  and  in  Mexico.  Mary 
(Leichtman)  Druar,  the  mother  of  John  S.  Druar,  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Leichtman,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Alsace  in  1820,  and  settled  on 
the  old  Ely  road  near  the  city  of  Buffalo.  He  had  two  other  children 
besides  Mrs.  Mary  Druar,  namely  Joseph  and  Stephen  Leichtmann.  John 
S.  Druar  was  the  first  of  nine  children  born  to  his  parents,  the  others 
being  Margaret,  who  is  a  teacher ;  Frank ;  Henry  J. ;  Theresa ;  Olive,  who 
married  Fred  Elsancon;  Clara;  Josephine,  who  married  Paul  J.  Brydon; 
and  Mary  J. 

John  S.  Druar  was  educated  in  the  grade  and  high  schools,  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  bar  as  a  student  in  a  law  office.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
state  bar  at  Rochester,  New  York,  in  1893,  and  immediately  thereafter 
opened  his  office  at  Buffalo,  and  was  in  partnership  with  Henry  W.  Kil¬ 
leen.  Mr.  Druar  is  regarded  as  a  very  astute  counsellor,  and  is  widely 
considered  a  well  read  man,  especially  upon  historical  subjects.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Agnes  Carroll,  who  died  in  1924.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  following  children:  John  S.,  William  Carroll,  Betty,  Mary, 
and  Olive. 


JAMES  HENRY  ANDERSON 

Among  the  men  of  affairs  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  who  have  achieved 
distinction  in  business  is  James  Henry  Anderson,  vice  president  of  the 
Niagara  Share  Corporation,  and  identified  as  a  director  with  a  number 
of  other  important  organizations.  He  has  had  wide  experience  as  an 
executive  in  different  corporations,  and  has  acquitted  himself  brilliantly 
in  the  official  capacities  in  which  he  has  served.  As  a  citizen  of  Buffalo,  he 
has  played  a  public-spirited  role,  and  holds  a  place  of  respect  and  honor 
in  the  community.  Mr.  Anderson  was  born  at  Ardmore,  Pennsylvania, 
November  26,  1881,  a  son  of  George  C.  and  Isabella  (Miller)  Anderson. 
The  father,  born  in  Philadelphia,  is  now  living  retired  in  that  city,  while 
his  wife,  who  was  born  at  Stratford,  Ontario,  Canada,  died  March  7,  1896. 

James  Henry  Anderson  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Ard¬ 
more,  later  entered  the  Wharton  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  graduated  therefrom  in  1910.  He  accepted  a  position  with  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Steel  Company  of  which  he  later  became  assistant  comptroller, 
remaining  there  until  the  company  was  merged  with  the  Bethlehem  Steel 
Company.  In  1915  he  became  associated  with  the  Maxwell  Motor  Com¬ 
pany  of  Detroit  as  assistant  to  the  chairman  of  the  board.  In  March, 
1917,  he  was  chosen  secretary  and  treasurer  of  George  W.  Goethals  & 
Company,  Incorporated,  of  New  York  city,  and  while  there  was  also  vice 
president  of  the  Wright  Martin  Air  Craft  Corporation,  which  produced 
motors  for  airplanes.  Mr.  Anderson  left  that  company  in  1922,  and  be¬ 
came  vice  president  and  assistant  general  manager  of  the  Beaver  Board 
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Companies  of  Buffalo,  thus  continuing  until  April,  1928,  when  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  sold  out  to  the  Certain-Teed  Products  Corporation.  He  then  re¬ 
tired  but  on  January  15,  1929,  became  vice  president  and  a  director  of 
the  Niagara  Share  Corporation.  During  1929  and  1930,  he  was  a  general 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Schoellkopf  &  Company  but  withdrew  from  this 
partnership  January  1,  1931.  He  is  now  a  director  in  the  Niagara  Share 
Corporation,  the  Erie  Equities,  Inc.,  the  Niagara  Oil  Corporation,  the 
Hawkins  Oil  Corporation,  Sterling  Shoes  Corporation,  Ford  Hotels,  In¬ 
corporated,  Deco  Refreshments,  Incorporated,  Pompeian  Company  (cos¬ 
metics),  and  the  Northwestern  Corporation  of  Nevada,  which  is  the  owner 
of  all  the  stock  of  the  Pacific  Motor  Transport  Company  of  Washington. 
Mr.  Anderson  is  a  republican,  and  attends  the  Westminster  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Buffalo.  He  belongs  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  Club 
of  New  York,  the  Saturn  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Country  Club. 

On  October  19,  1910,  at  Ardmore,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Anderson  was 
married  to  Anne  Warren  Lowe,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Matilda  Lowe,  natives  of  Cincinnati  now  residing  in  New  York.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  one  daughter,  Evelyn  Lowe  Anderson,  born  Octo¬ 
ber  29,  1913,  and  now  attending  the  Buffalo  Seminary. 


HARRY  A.  HOWARD 

For  thirty  years,  Harry  A.  Howard  has  been  associated  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  and  is  now  the  manager  of  its  Buffalo  division, 
which  comprises  western  New  York,  the  offices  being  situated  on  the 
eighth  floor  of  the  Genesee  building  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Howard 
has  contributed  loyal  and  efficient  service  to  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
through  the  many  years  of  his  connection  therewith,  and  his  present 
responsible  position  is  indication  of  the  acceptability  of  his  efforts.  As  a 
citizen  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier,  he  has  made  a  most  worthy 
name  for  himself,  having  acquitted  himself  creditably  in  all  affairs  with 
which  he  has  been  connected.  * 

Mr.  Howard  was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  Canada,  March  25, 
1882,  a  son  of  George  Henry  and  Alice  (Farmer)  Howard,  and  is  de¬ 
scended  from  a  distinguished  ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and  maternal 
sides.  The  line  is  traced  back  to  Henry  Howard,  who  was  a  distant  cousin 
of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  was  an  intimate  of  George  IV  of  England 
when  the  latter  was  prince  regent.  Henry  Howard  had  a  son,  also  named 
Henry  Howard,  who  died  leaving  a  large  family,  among  whom  was  the 
father  of  George  Henry  Howard.  The  mother  of  George  Henry  Howard 
was  a  Miss  Swinyard,  whose  brother,  Thomas  Swinyard,  went  to  Canada, 
bringing  with  him  George  Henry  Howard  and  the  latter’s  brother,  James. 
Thomas  Swinyard  was  manager  of  the  Great  Western  Railroad,  which 
was  afterwards  combined  with  the  Grand  Trunk. 

George  Henry  Howard  was  born  in  the  year  1840  at  Guilford,  Surrey, 
England,  and  died  April  13,  1896.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a 
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private  banker  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  but  sold  his  bank  to  the  Imperial 
Bank  of  Ontario,  and,  in  1890,  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  established 
a  wholesale  coal  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Howard  &  Company, 
continuing  therein  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  was  educated  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  was  thirty  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  America.  He  married 
Alice  Farmer,  who  was  born  at  Woodstock,  Ontario,  and  now  resides  in 
Paris,  France,  with  her  son,  Cecil. 

Alice  (Farmer)  Howard,  the  mother  of  Harry  A.  Howard,  is  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Arthur  Augustus  and  Louise  (de  Blaquiere)  Farmer,  who  were 
married  at  Kingston,  Canada.  Her  father  was  a  son  of  Samuel  Farmer, 
of  Nonesuch  Park,  Surrey,  England,  a  beautiful  estate  which  was  for¬ 
merly  a  royal  residence.  Samuel  Farmer  married  Frances  Barstow,  of 
the  Barstows  of  Garrow  Hill,  near  York,  a  very  old  family  of  Danish 
descent,  and  whose  mother  was  Mary  McLean,  a  member  of  a  prominent 
Scotch  family  which  had  taken  residence  in  Dantzig,  Germany,  after  the 
fall  of  the  Stuart  cause  in  Scotland,  which  they  had  supported.  Arthur 
Augustus  Farmer  was  educated  in  Winchester  and  Caius  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  while  reading  for  the  bar  in  London  inherited  a  small  for¬ 
tune,  whereupon  he  traveled  extensively  upon  the  continent.  He  went  to 
Canada  about  1844,  and  there  met  and  married  Louise  de  Blaquiere, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Boyle  de  Blaquiere  and  his  wife,  Eliza 
Roper. 

The  de  Blaquieres  came  from  Provence  in  the  south  of  France  after 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  and  were  of  the  nobility.  The 
family,  of  Protestant  faith,  refused  to  accept  Catholicism  as  Louis  XIV 
demanded  in  his  revocation,  and  with  many  other  noble  families  left 
France,  going  to  Dublin,  Ireland,  where  they  were  prominent  from  the 
beginning.  This  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Among 
the  early  members  of  the  family  was  Sir  John  de  Blaquiere,  who  became 
the  first  Lord  de  Blaquiere  when  he  voted  for  the  government  to  abolish 
the  Irish  parliament  in  1800,  and  he  was  also  a  knight  of  the  Order  of  the 
Bath,  while  his  wife  was  a  daughter  of  the  Marquis  of  Townshend.  Peter 
Boyle  de  Blaquiere,  the  great-grandfather  of  Harry  A.  Howard,  was  a 
midshipman  in  the  navy  at  the  battle  of  Aboa-Kir  in  the  long  war  against 
the  French.  When  only  eighteen  years  of  age  he  ran  away  with  the 
admiral’s  daughter,  a  Miss  Dobson.  They  were  married  in  Scotland,  and, 
although  he  could  not  return  to  the  navy,  sufficient  influence  was  brought 
to  bear  to  permit  him  to  settle  on  shore.  His  wife  died  within  a  few 
years,  and  he  later  married  Eliza  Roper,  whose  father  was  William  Roper, 
of  Rathfarnam  Castle,  near  Dublin,  and  a  direct  descendant  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  brother  of  King  Edward  IV  and  also  brother  of  Richard  III, 
the  last  Plantagenet  king.  Tradition  has  it  that  William  Roper  was 
drowned  in  a  butt  of  wine  in  the  Tower  at  the  behest  of  Richard  III.  His 
daughter  was  the  Countess  of  Salisbury,  who  was  one  of  the  last  victims 
of  the  royal  tyrant,  Henry  VIII.  This  line  was  of  the  House  of  York, 
the  wearers  of  the  White  Rose,  whose  years  of  conflict  with  the  House 
of  Lancaster,  wearers  of  the  Red  Rose,  gave  England  such  a  time  of  woe 
and  sacrificed  so  many  of  the  nobility. 
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Peter  Boyle  de  Blaquiere  and  his  wife  lived  for  some  time  in  the  New 
Forest  of  England,  then  went  to  Paris  about  1820,  when  France  was 
just  recovering  from  the  Napoleonic  wars.  Here,  about  1825,  Louise 
de  Blaquiere,  grandmother  of  Harry  A.  Howard,  was  born.  After  a  few 
years,  the  family  returned  to  England,  and  later  the  father  decided  to 
emigrate  to  Canada.  At  that  time  the  British  government  in  Canada  was 
granting  land  free  to  retired  army  and  navy  officers,  who  were  to  settle 
and  develop  the  country.  Peter  Boyle  de  Blaquiere  accordingly  took  up 
land  at  Woodstock,  which  was  settled  at  that  time  principally  by  the 
Scotch  and  by  many  English  gentlemen  and  retired  army  officers.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  old  legislative  council,  then  the  government 
of  Upper  Canada,  shortly  after,  and  thereupon  moved  to  Kingston,  the 
seat  of  government,  selling  his  Woodstock  home.  At  Kingston,  Louise 
de  Blaquiere  married  Arthur  Augustus  Farmer,  maternal  grandfather  of 
Harry  A.  Howard. 

This  young  couple  went  to  England  for  a  year  or  more,  then  returned 
to  Woodstock,  and  lived  at  a  place  nearby  called  Huntingford.  Here  they 
had  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres  and  an  attractive  home.  Arthur  Augus¬ 
tus  Farmer,  with  other  members  of  his  family,  started  a  lumber  business 
in  the  forest  lands,  but  it  failed,  although  an  extensive  yard  was  situated 
at  Tonawanda  and  an  office  on  Niagara  square  in  Buffalo,  and  they  had 
valuable  timber  lands  at  Walsingham  on  Lake  Erie.  At  Woodstock,  in 
the  year  1850,  the  mother  of  Harry  A.  Howard  was  born,  and  in  1858 
the  family  moved  to  Buffalo,  where  they  lived  on  Johnson  Park  for  two 
or  three  years,  during  a  year  of  which  time  the  father  acted  as  British 
consul  to  relieve  the  regular  official.  The  opening  of  the  Civil  war  ruined 
business,  and  the  family  moved  to  Toronto.  Peter  Boyle  de  Blaquiere 
died  in  1860,  and  his  wife  and  sisters  then  returned  to  England.  He  had 
been  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Toronto,  and  gave  his  large  library 
to  the  university,  although  the  books  were  later  destroyed  by  fire.  The 
male  line  of  the  de  Blaquiere  family  is  now  extinct,  the  last  two,  Allan 
and  John,  having  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in  the  World  war.  Arthur 
Augustus  Farmer  and  his  family  remained  in  England  until  1867,  then 
returned  to  Woodstock,  Canada,  where  the  mother  and  two  sisters  of 
Alice  (Farmer)  Howard  died  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  of  an 
epidemic.  Alice  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  in  1877  married 
George  Henry  Howard.  They  lived  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  until  1890, 
then  moved  to  Buffalo,  New  York.  George  Henry  Howard  and  his  wife 
had  four  children:  Marjorie,  who  was  born  October  15,  1880,  resides  at 
Paris,  France,  where  she  is  editor  of  the  Paris  edition  of  Harper’s  Bazaar. 
Kathleen,  born  July  15,  1878,  is  a  singer  of  note.  She  sang  in  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Opera  House  in  New  York  City  for  ten  years,  and  has  also  sung 
and  traveled  over  all  Europe.  She  now  makes  her  home  in  New  York 
city,  and  is  identified  with  Harper’s  Magazine.  Cecil,  who  was  born  April 
2,  1888,  is  a  prominent  sculptor  of  Paris,  France.  He  studied  in  the 
Buffalo  Art  School,  then  went  to  Paris  to  complete  his  education,  and  has 
since  remained  there,  winning  wide  recognition  for  his  art  work.  He  has 
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one  bronze  in  the  Albright  Art  Gallery  in  Buffalo,  known  as  the  Dancing 
Girl.  He  is  married,  and  has  two  children,  Celine  and  Noel. 

Harry  A.  Howard  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  Ridley 
College  in  the  province  of  Ontario.  Having  completed  his  education,  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  Buffalo  in  1900,  and 
has  been  with  the  corporation  since.  As  noted  before,  he  is  now  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Buffalo  district,  covering  western  New  York,  and  has  his 
offices  on  the  eighth  floor  of  the  Genesee  building.  On  June  6,  1906,  Mr. 
Howard  married  Harriette  Bissell,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  and  daughter  of 
Thomas  A.  and  Cynthia  Bissell,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
are  now  deceased.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard :  Jean,  who  is  a  professional  actress,  having  played  in  stock  and 
with  the  noted  Katherine  Cornell,  is  now  a  resident  of  Buffalo ;  Harry  A., 
Jr.,  who  is  attending  St.  James  School  at  Hagerstown,  Maryland;  and 
Marjorie.  Mr.  Howard  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club  and  the  Buffalo 
Canoe  Club. 


HAROLD  WHITING  HUNSIKER 

Harold  W.  Hunsiker,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  investment  banking 
firm  of  Pistell,  Deans  &  Company,  Inc.,  at  124  Pearl  street,  Buffalo,  has 
had  a  wide  and  varied  experience  in  business  affairs  in  different  parts  of 
the  United  States  prior  to  his  present  connection.  He  has  been  associated 
with  enterprises  of  magnitude  and  importance,  in  which  his  able  services 
were  of  high  value.  He  is  a  native  of  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  his  birth 
having  occurred  September  19,  1887,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Colonel  Millard 
and  Clara  Minnette  (Whiting)  Hunsiker.  On  his  paternal  side,  Mr.  Hun- 
siker’s  ancestors  came  from  Switzerland,  and  the  line  is  traced  back  to 
the  fourteenth  century.  Members  of  his  family  installed  the  memorial 
window  in  the  church  at  Aras,  Switzerland. 

Colonel  Millard  Hunsiker,  who  was  born  at  Athens,  Pennsylvania,  died 
October  11,  1918.  For  many  years  he  was  foreign  representative  for  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation  and  the  International  Nickel  Company. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Belgian  Relief  Commission,  having  received  his 
appointment  to  this  post  from  Herbert  Hoover.  He  was  a  personal  friend 
of  Andrew  Carnegie,  and  was  actively  associated  with  the  formation  of 
the  United  States  Steel  Corporation.  For  many  years,  he  held  a  com¬ 
mission  as  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  Pennsylvania  National  Guard,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  governor’s  staff  in  that  state.  He  was  a  personal  friend 
of  Sir  Thomas  Lipton  and  Sir  Thomas  Dewar.  With  the  latter,  he  enjoyed 
numerous  hunting  expeditions  in  England,  also  while  in  that  country  was 
presented  to  King  Edward  VII  and  attended  many  court  functions.  Clara 
Minnette  (Whiting)  Hunsiker,  the  mother  of  Harold  W.,  is  a  daughter 
of  Stephen  B.  Whiting,  who  was  general  manager  of  the  Calumet  Hecla 
Mining  Corporation,  and  for  many  years  was  stationed  at  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Whiting  was  the  originator  of  what  is  known  as  the 
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“Whiting  Method  of  Shaft  Sinking,”  and  by  this  method  and  under  his 
supervision,  the  first  shaft,  one  mile  in  depth,  was  sunk  at  Calumet,  Mich¬ 
igan.  This  method  is  referred  to  in  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica.  His 
death  occurred  in  the  year  1925. 

Harold  W.  Hunsiker  attended  the  public  schools  of  Cambridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  private  schools  at  Paris,  France ;  spent  two  years  at  King’s  Col¬ 
lege,  Wimbledon,  and  two  years  at  Ascham  School,  Bournemouth,  England. 
After  returning  to  the  United  States,  he  was  a  student  in  St.  Paul’s  School 
at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  then  matriculated 
at  Yale  University  and  graduated  from  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in 
1909. 

Mr.  Hunsiker  then  went  to  Copper  Cliff,  Canada,  and  became  identified 
with  the  International  Nickel  Company.  However,  he  was  injured  in  the 
plant  of  this  company,  and  was  forced  to  resign.  He  then  became  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  sales  department  of  the  Corn  Products  Company,  in  which 
capacity  he  traveled  extensively  over  the  whole  United  States.  He  intro¬ 
duced  Argo  starch  for  this  corporation,  and  helped  establish  the  sale 
of  this  product  in  New  York  city.  He  later  became  assistant  to  the 
manager  in  the  Chicago  office,  and  remained  with  the  company  for  three 
years.  He  next  went  to  Bowie,  Arizona,  with  Lawrence  Phipps  in  the 
marble  business,  working  a  large  deposit  of  marble  in  that  state.  The 
interior  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado,  which  is  of 
yellow  marble  walls  and  Arizona  opal  columns,  is  constructed  of  their 
product.  Later,  he  became  interested  with  James  Flannery,  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  development  of  radium  from  carnotite  ore,  with  a 
plant  at  Houston,  Pennsylvania.  The  gram  of  radium  presented  to  Madam 
Curie  by  the  women  of  the  United  States,  and  which  was  worth  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  was  manufactured  at  the  Houston  plant.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  Mr.  Hunsiker  became  connected  with  the  James  Stewart  Com¬ 
pany  as  paymaster  in  the  building  of  the  barge  canal  at  Baldwinsville, 
New  York,  and  continued  in  this  employment  for  three  years.  In  1914 
he  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  here  became  associated  with  the 
Hewitt  Rubber  Company,  covering  all  the  oil  fields  in  the  United  States, 
from  coast  to  coast.  After  three  years  of  important  work  with  this 
company,  he  was  made  assistant  to  H.  H.  Hewitt,  but  left  to  enter  the 
military  service  of  his  country.  He  enlisted  from  Washington,  D.  C., 
received  his  commission,  and  was  immediately  sent  to  France.  He  was 
under  the  command  of  General  Wheeler,  and  was  in  charge  of  the  pro¬ 
curement  of  small  arms,  small  arms  ammunition,  pyrotechnics  and  trench 
warfare  material.  His  period  of  service  covered  six  months  in  the  United 
States  and  ten  months  in  France,  and  his  honorable  discharge  was  given 
him  January  25,  1919. 

Mr.  Hunsiker  returned  to  Buffalo  and  for  one  year  he  was  with  the 
Ellicott  Motor  Service  Corporation,  distributors  of  Texaco  products.  He 
then  went  with  the  Sizer  Steel  Corporation,  and  introduced  electric  steel 
billets  to  the  oil  well  supply  manufacturers  for  drilling  tools.  Of  this 
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company,  he  was  vice  president  in  charge  of  sales.  Later  he  joined  the 
Walbridge  Company  of  Buffalo,  as  vice  president  in  charge  of  the  sale  of 
mill  supplies,  and  here  he  remained  until  March,  1926,  when  he  became 
associated  with  the  firm  of  Pistell,  Deans  &  Company,  Inc.,  investment 
bankers  of  Buffalo,  and  in  1929  was  chosen  a  vice  president  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration. 

Mr.  Hunsiker  is  active  in  Masonry,  belonging  to  Seneca  River  Lodge, 
No.  160,  of  Baldwinsville,  New  York,  and  the  Buffalo  Consistory.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the 
American  Iron  &  Steel  Institute,  the  American  Petroleum  Institute,  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  is  a  licensed  air  pilot,  and  is  on  the  board  of  the  Buffalo  Aero 
Club,  of  which  he  is  second  vice  president. 

On  June  11,  1913,  Mr.  Hunsiker  was  married  to  Miss  Florence  Lufkin, 
a  native  of  Lima,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Elgood  C.  and  Lulu  (Moulton) 
Lufkin.  Mrs.  Hunsiker’s  father,  now  a  resident  of  Rye,  New  York,  for¬ 
merly  served  as  president  of  the  Texas  Company,  with  headquarters  in 
New  York  city,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  board.  Mrs.  Hunsiker  is  a 
member  of  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Junior  League,  and  is  an  active 
participant  in  club  and  social  affairs  of  the  city. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunsiker  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Harold 
Whiting,  Jr.,  born  July  9,  1915,  is  attending  the  Hotchkiss  School  of  Lake¬ 
ville,  Connecticut;  and  Minnette  Lufkin,  born  January  26,  1918,  is  a  pupil 
in  the  Franklin  school  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  Hunsiker’s  residence  is  at  104 
Chapin  parkway. 


SIDNEY  S.  WALLENS 

Sidney  S.  Wallens  is  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  younger  attorneys 
of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law 
with  offices  at  701-705  Stock  Exchange  building.  He  has  created  an 
enviable  position  for  himself  during  the  comparatively  few  years  he  has 
been  active  in  his  profession  in  this  city,  and  is  now  counsel  for  the 
Kobacker  Stores,  Incorporated,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  also  for  the  American 
Society  of  Composers,  Authors  and  Publishers. 

Mr.  Wallens  was  born  at  Buffalo,  January  22,  1903,  a  son  of  Moses  L. 
and  Rae  (Goldstein)  Wallens.  The  former  was  born  in  Germany,  July  6, 
1876,  and  now  resides  in  Buffalo,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  meat 
packing  business.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Temple  Beth  El  of  Buffalo, 
and  his  political  affiliation  is  with  the  democratic  party.  He  was  a  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Pauline  T.  Wallens,  natives  of  Germany,  who  died  at 
Buffalo.  Rae  (Goldstein)  Wallens  was  born  at  Buffalo,  April  4,  1887, 
a  daughter  of  Louis  and  Rose  T.  Goldstein.  The  father  and  mother  were 
both  born  in  Germany,  and  the  father,  who  was  a  dry  goods  merchant  of 
Buffalo,  is  now  deceased. 
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Sidney  S.  Wallens  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1918,  then  attended  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  Cornell 
University,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  at  Syracuse  Uni¬ 
versity  and  received  from  this  institution  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in 
1924.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  June  30,  1925,  and 
has  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law  since  this  time.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  and  a  supporter  of  the  re¬ 
publican  party.  His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Temple  Beth  Zion  of 
Buffalo.  During  the  World  war,  Mr.  Wallens  served  with  Company  F, 
One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Regiment,  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Corps,  at 
Buffalo,  and  held  the  rank  of  corporal.  He  belongs  to  the  Montefiore 
Club,  the  Willowdale  Country  Club,  and  the  Zeta  Beta  Tau  collegiate  fra¬ 
ternity;  in  Masonry,  Mt.  Sinai  Lodge,  No.  864,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Syracuse, 
New  York,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
and  the  Zuleika  Grotto. 

On  May  8,  1928,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Sidney  S.  Wallens  was  married 
to  Miss  Mildred  J.  Elkes,  who  was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  a 
daughter  of  Julius  and  Dorothy  (Kobacker)  Elkes,  natives  of  Germany, 
and  now  residing  at  Buffalo,  where  Julius  Elkes  is  a  merchant.  Mrs. 
Wallens  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  in  1922,  and  in  1926 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Cornell  University.  She 
is  a  member  of  Temple  Beth  Zion  of  Buffalo,  and  is  very  prominent  in 
local  club  work,  being  a  member  of  the  Town  Club,  and  a  member  of  the 
service  unit.  She  is  a  scout  master  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of  America,  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honorary  scholarship  fraternity,  member 
of  the  Mortar  Board,  honorary  women’s  senior  society,  and  was  president, 
and  is  now  national  secretary,  of  the  Sigma  Delta  Tau  sorority. 


PAUL  E.  WEPPNER 

Paul  E.  Weppner,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Block  &  Weppner,  attor¬ 
neys,  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  civil  law,  having  offices  at  2015 
Liberty  Bank  building,  in  Buffalo.  Born  in  Buffalo,  August  26,  1903, 
he  is  a  son  of  Augustus  F.  and  Josephine  P.  (Gebhard)  Weppner,  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  Buffalo,  attending  Holy  Angels  Parochial  School 
and  Lafayetle  high  school,  graduating  from  the  latter  with  the  class  of 
1922.  Shortly  thereafter  Mr.  Weppner  entered  the  employ  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Railway  Express  Company,  at  Buffalo,  and  continued  with  that  com¬ 
pany  until  the  completion  of  his  law  course.  He  enrolled  at  the  University 
of  Buffalo  Law  School  in  the  fall  of  1923,  and  on  June  8,  1926,  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  was  conferred  upon  him. 

Having  served  the  required  clerkship  in  the  offices  of  the  former  firm 
of  Block  &  Williams,  Mr.  Weppner  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  June  28,  1927.  He  then  practiced  law  in  association  with 
the  last  mentioned  firm,  and  later  was  affiliated  with  the  law  offices  of 
Adrian  Block.  On  January  1,  1930,  Mr.  Weppner  became  a  partner  of 
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Mr.  Block,  and  their  practice  was  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  Block 
&  Weppner. 

Mr.  Weppner  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  Mar¬ 
shall  Club;  and  Delta  Chi  Fraternity.  He  is  a  communicant  of  Saint 
Paul’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  at  Kenmore,  New  York. 

On  September  29,  1928,  at  East  Aurora,  New  York,  Mr.  Weppner 
married  Miss  Iva  Eloise  Abbott,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Ada  L.  (Mer¬ 
ritt)  Abbott,  of  East  Aurora.  Mrs.  Weppner,  born  at  Jellico,  Tennessee, 
February  20,  1905,  is  a  graduate  of  East  Aurora  high  school,  Sullins  Col¬ 
lege,  of  Bristol,  Virginia,  and  Chown  School  of  Business,  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weppner  and  their  charming  little  daughters,  Joanne 
Mary,  born  June  24,  1929,  and  Mary  Lou,  born  February  23,  1931,  reside 
on  Westgate  road,  in  the  village  of  Kenmore,  New  York. 


LEO  J.  SCHMIDT 

Leo  J.  Schmidt,  who  is  the  commissioner  of  charities  and  corrections 
for  the  city  of  Buffalo,  has  also  held  a  number  of  other  public  positions  of 
importance  with  credit  to  his  ability  and  efficiency,  and  has  been  a  valu¬ 
able  worker  in  the  interests  of  the  republican  party.  He  was  born  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  November  14,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Eva 
(Hecker)  Schmidt. 

Adam  Schmidt  was  born  in  Germany  in  the  year  1834,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  January  21,  1911.  He  conducted  a  cooper  shop  in  this  city;  was 
a  republican  in  political  belief ;  and  a  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Evangelical 
Church.  His  wife  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  died  in  Buffalo, 
January  21,  1913. 

Leo  J.  Schmidt  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo 
and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College.  He  was  first  employed  as 
a  mechanic  in  the  Jewett  Ice  Box  factory  on  Elm  street,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  for  two  years.  He  was  then  associated  with  William  Gensel, 
harness  maker,  on  Tennessee  street,  and  here  learned  the  trade,  while 
subsequently  he  was  with  George  Urban,  harness  maker,  for  several  years, 
then  held  a  place  as  checker  in  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  freight  house  for 
two  years.  His  next  connection  was  with  the  National  Lead  Company 
for  six  years,  and  in  1896  he  started  in  the  restaurant  and  saloon  business 
for  himself  on  Sycamore  street.  His  place  of  business  here  was  destroyed 
by  fire  October  5,  1915,  which  disaster  also  brought  about  the  tragic 
deaths  of  his  wife  and  married  daughter.  Mr.  Schmidt  was  himself 
severely  burned,  and  was  hospitalized  for  a  long  time.  In  August,  1916, 
he  abandoned  the  saloon  and  restaurant  business,  and  bought  out  the 
Gentsch  pop  factory  at  195  Hickory  street,  conducting  this  business  until 
November,  1921,  following  which  he  became  associated  with  the  state 
automobile  bureau  in  Buffalo  for  six  months.  He  was  then  appointed 
custodian  of  the  fire  department  by  Mayor  Buck,  and  in  that  capacity 
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served  four  years.  For  five  years  he  had  charge  of  the  Erie  county 
automobile  bureau  under  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  on  January  1,  1926,  began 
a  six  year  term  as  commissioner  of  charities  and  corrections. 

For  twelve  years,  Mr.  Schmidt  was  republican  state  committeeman,  and 
for  seven  years  was  a  member  and  president  of  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican 
Club.  He  belongs  to  the  Fred  Greiner  Republican  Club,  the  Simon  Seibert 
Republican  Club,  the  Buffalo  Turnverein,  the  Fuhr  Outing  Club,  the  Half 
Century  Club,  the  Harugari  Singing  Society,  the  Bavarian  Singing  Society, 
the  National  Social  Club,  the  Genesee  Street  Business  Men’s  Association 
and  the  Boreal  Society.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  Buffalo  Lodge, 
No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.;  Oakwood  Lodge,  No.  190,  I.  0.  0.  F.;  the  Orioles; 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  and  Concordia  Lodge,  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Pigeon  Flyers  Association  and  at  one  time, 
he  was  interested  in  the  raising  of  flying  pigeons,  and  all  outdoor  sports. 
He  has  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Schmidt 
has  a  wide  acquaintanceship  in  this  city,  where  practically  his  entire  life 
has  been  spent,  and  many  of  his  warmest  friends  have  known  him  from 
boyhood. 

Mr.  Schmidt  has  been  married  twice.  He  wedded  Nellie  Schuster,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  David  Schuster  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Schmidt  was  burned 
to  death  when  her  home  was  destroyed  by  fire,  October  5,  1915. 

Mr.  Schmidt’s  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Meyer,  a  native 
of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late  Phil  Barchert.  She  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Evangelical  Church.  Their  residence  is  at  221 
Cherry  street,  Buffalo. 


CHARLES  W.  STRONG 

building,  and  who  has  engaged  in  his  profession  here  since  the  year  1894, 
is  rated  as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  accomplished  lawyers  of  the 
Charles  W.  Strong,  whose  law  offices  are  situated  at  686  Ellicott  Square 
Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Strong  was  born  at  Machias,  Cattaraugus  county, 
New  York,  June  15,  1870,  a  son  of  Perry  DeWitt  and  Mary  A.  (Hadley) 
Strong.  The  father  also  was  born  at  Machias,  August  20,  1841,  and  died 
in  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  January  6,  1904.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  a  republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Nelson  and  Diana  (Moon)  Strong,  the 
former,  who  was  a  farmer,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  died  in  Erie 
county,  New  York,  while  his  wife  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county  and 
died  in  Erie  county.  Nelson  Strong  was  a  son  of  Captain  Timothy  Strong, 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  later  moved  to  Vermont,  was  a  farmer  and 
breeder  of  fancy  sheep,  and  died  in  Albion  county,  New  York.  The  mother 
of  Charles  W.  Strong,  Mary  A.  (Hadley)  Strong,  was  born  in  Wyoming 
county,  New  York,  February  28,  1847,  and  there  died  November  9,  1886. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Hartwell  and  Philinthea  (McClure)  Hadley,  both 
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of  whom  were  born  in  Wyoming  county  and  died  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
where  the  father  was  a  farmer. 

Charles  W.  Strong  attended  the  district  schools,  the  academy  at  Ar¬ 
cade,  New  York,  and  Ten  Broeck  Academy  at  Franklinville,  New  York, 
then  read  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  Charles  B.  Wheeler  and  the  late 
Charles  P.  Norton  at  Buffalo.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state  in  June,  1894,  and  practiced  alone  until  1902,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  the  late  Clarence  M.  Bushnell  and  Clarence  Macgregor 
under  the  firm  name  of  Bushnell,  Strong  &  Macgregor.  This  partnership 
continued  until  1905,  at  which  time  Mr.  Strong  resumed  independent 
practice.  At  present,  however,  he  is  associated  with  James  T.  and  George 
T.  Driscoll.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association  and  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  Strong  is  an 
adherent  of  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the 
Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  is  a  member  of 
the  official  board.  During  the  World  war,  he  was  chairman  of  the  legal 
advisory  board  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club. 

On  February  12,  1895,  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  Mr.  Strong 
was  married  to  Louisa  M.  Goo,  a  native  of  Wyoming  county,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  T.  and  Ellen  (Dillingham)  Goo,  both  of  whom  are  de¬ 
ceased.  Charles  T.  Goo  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  Mrs.  Strong 
attended  the  public  schools  of  her  native  county  and  Ten  Broeck  Academy. 
She  is  now  a  member  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
the  Students  Club,  the  City  Federation  Club,  and  the  Town  Club.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Strong  have  become  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  namely: 
Marguerite  A.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  Practice 
at  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  Valparaiso  University  at  Val¬ 
paraiso,  Indiana,  is  now  teaching  in  the  West  Seneca  public  schools; 
Lillian  F.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School  of  Practice  at 
Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Seminary,  and  Russell  Sage  College,  is  now  employed 
by  a  Cleveland  (Ohio)  manufacturing  concern,  doing  designing  and 
drafting. 


FREDERICK  W.  KNICKENBERG 

The  late  Frederick  W.  Knickenberg  of  Buffalo  was  for  years  one  of 
the  foremost  men  engaged  in  road  building  and  cement  contracting.  He 
laid  many  hundreds  of  miles  of  cement  roads  and  walks  in  New  York 
state  and  Pennsylvania,  and  his  work  was  always  known  to  be  strictly 
according  to  contract  and  done  in  the  most  efficient  manner.  Mr.  Knicken¬ 
berg  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  4,  1860,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Katherine 
(Kichenmeister)  Knickenberg.  The  father  was  born  in  Reinfeld,  Ger¬ 
many,  in  1822,  and  died  in  the  year  1888.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  settled  at  Buffalo,  New  York.  He 
had  learned  the  shoemaking  trade  in  the  fatherland,  and  his  first  work 
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in  Buffalo  was  in  that  occupation.  He  was  employed  by  Diebold  Brothers 
on  Commercial  street  for  a  long  period  and  eventually  embarked  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself,  specializing  in  leather,  shoe  findings  and  supplies  of 
various  kinds.  After  some  years  in  this  work,  he  started  in  the  scrap  iron 
business,  and  his  first  task  of  importance  was  to  salvage  an  old  lake  boat 
which  had  sunk  near  the  foot  of  Main  street.  He  secured  ten  thousand 
pounds  of  metal  from  this  wreck,  and  with  a  hand-cart  made  four  trips 
each  day  from  the  water  front  to  his  place  of  business  at  702  Michigan 
avenue.  He  remained  in  the  scrap  iron  trade  until  1868,  when  he  estab¬ 
lished  a  retail  coal  and  wood  business  on  Emsley  street  near  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  yards,  remaining  in  that  business  until  his  death. 
During  the  early  days,  he  lived  for  a  time  on  Commercial  street  and  in 
1847  bought  the  lot  at  706  Michigan  avenue,  later  buying  the  lots  adjoin¬ 
ing  at  702  and  704.  He  sold  No.  706  and  retained  the  other  two.  Fred¬ 
erick  W.  Knickenberg  was  born  at  702  Michigan  avenue  and  always 
lived  in  the  same  house.  Henry  Knickenberg  was  twice  married,  and  by 
his  first  union  he  was  the  father  of  two  children,  namely:  Mary,  the 
widow  of  Alexander  Gillig  of  Buffalo;  and  Louisa,  the  widow  of  John 
Gillig.  Mr.  Knickenberg  was  married  secondly  to  Katherine  Kichen- 
meister,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1828  and  died  July  4,  1900.  She 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  when  she  was 
twenty  years  old.  She  lived  as  a  girl  at  Hamburg,  New  York,  for  a  short 
period,  then  returned  to  Buffalo  and  married  in  1852.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  this  marriage,  three  of  whom  survive :  Peter,  Henry  and 
Will. 

Frederick  W.  Knickenberg  attended  St.  Michael’s  parochial  school  at 
Buffalo  and  later  continued  his  studies  at  Canisius  College  and  Bryant 
&  Stratton  Business  College.  After  completing  his  schooling,  he  assisted 
his  father  for  a  short  time,  then  with  three  others  engaged  in  the  theat¬ 
rical  business  for  nine  months.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
returned  to  Buffalo  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Vienna  Yeast  Company, 
with  which  he  continued  for  seven  years.  Thereafter  he  took  over  his 
father’s  coal  and  wood  business,  which  he  conducted  until  1905,  when  he 
began  road  contracting.  He  laid  the  plank  sidewalk  on  McKinley  park¬ 
way  from  Elk  street  to  within  a  half  mile  of  Father  Baker’s  Church.  He 
then  took  up  cement  contracting  and  built  many  sidewalks  and  cement 
foundations  for  bridges  and  the  like.  He  did  the  cement  repair  work 
on  the  Delaware  Park  lake  bridge,  and  had  the  contract  for  what  is  known 
as  the  bridle  bridge  in  Delaware  Park.  He  built  thirteen  and  one-half 
miles  of  macadam  roadway  on  the  Buffalo-Batavia  state  highway  from 
Transit  road  to  the  Genesee  county  line.  He  laid  on  an  average  of  over 
five  miles  of  concrete  road,  sixteen  feet  wide,  each  year  after  1905,  and 
altogether  laid  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  of  cement  roadway  in  New 
York  state,  and  put  in  twenty-eight  miles  of  cement  road  in  Pennsylvania, 
eighteen  to  twenty  feet  wide.  He  laid  the  pavement  on  Delaware  avenue 
in  Kenmore  in  1918,  also  constructed  the  pavement  on  Sheridan  Park  in 
Kenmore.  For  three  years  prior  to  his  death  he  put  in  roads  in  Penn- 
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sylvania,  but  in  1930,  having  acquired  material  success  and  having  worked 
extremely  hard  for  many  years,  he  retired  from  active  labor.  He  was  a 
democrat  and  served  for  six  years  as  supervisor  from  the  old  fourth  ward 
of  Buffalo.  Later  he  was  elected  an  alderman  from  the  same  ward,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  office  for  four  years. 

On  May  20,  1915,  Mr.  Knickenberg  married  Ottilia  Kam,  of  Buffalo, 
a  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Magdalena  Kam,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Mr.  Knickenberg  died  November  12,  1930. 


PHILIP  MARTIN  SCHEELER 

Four  generations  of  the  Scheeler  family  have  been  conspicuously  identi¬ 
fied  with  manufacturing  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  particular  with  the 
making  of  wire  products.  One  of  the  representative  members  of  the 
family  to  have  engaged  in  this  industry  was  the  late  Philip  Martin 
Scheeler,  whose  death  occurred  in  Buffalo,  April  23,  1918,  at  which  time 
he  was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Buffalo  Wire  Works  Company, 
Inc.,  and  the  holder  of  a  high  reputation  as  a  capable  business  executive 
and  as  a  public-spirited  citizen.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
December  7,  1884,  a  son  of  Philip  and  Emma  (Benzing)  Scheeler. 

Philip  Scheeler,  the  father,  was  born  in  1855,  and  died  April  18,  1908. 
He  was  a  son  of  Martin  Scheeler,  Sr.,  and  Anna  (Steckenreiter)  Scheeler, 
the  former  of  whom,  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  this  country,  came 
to  the  United  States  as  a  young  man,  after  having  served  in  the  Prussian 
Army,  and  in  1869  settled  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  Here  he  began  the 
manufacture  of  wire  cloth,  wire  work,  and  artistic  metal  work  under  the 
name  of  the  Buffalo  Wire  Works.  He  was  first  located  in  a  barn  on  West 
Seneca  street,  later  moved  to  Lloyd  street,  then  to  lower  Main  street  and 
about  thirty  years  ago  to  larger  quarters  on  the  Terrace,  where  the  busi¬ 
ness  is  now  being  conducted  at  Nos.  308  to  326.  The  enterprise  was 
incorporated  in  1903,  and  John  C.  Scheeler,  a  grandson  of  the  founder,  is 
now  president,  succeeding  his  father,  Martin  Scheeler,  Jr.,  who  died  in 
1926. 

Philip  Martin  Scheeler  was  educated  in  public  school  No.  49  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age  entered  his  father’s  wire  business, 
where  he  learned  the  work  from  the  bottom  to  the  top.  He  occupied  a 
number  of  positions  with  the  company,  and  was  a  valuable  aid  in  the 
development  of  the  organization.  As  noted,  he  was  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  passed  away  in  the  faith  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  in  which  he  held  membership,  while  his  political  allegiance 
was  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  was  well  known  in  Masonry,  in 
which  he  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  belonging 
to  the  following  bodies :  Washington  Lodge,  No.  240,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Hugh 
de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and 
Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  O.  N.  M.  S.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
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Rotary  Club,  and  a  director  of  the  Kenmore  State  Bank.  Mr.  Scheeler 
had  an  unusual  natural  talent  for  music,  and  was  a  pianist  of  exceptional 
skill. 

On  February  12,  1907,  Mr.  Scheeler  was  married  to  Miss  Mabel  M. 
Barrows,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  L.  and  Carrie  E.  (Rice) 
Barrows.  Both  Dr.  Barrows  and  his  wife  were  born  in  Sardinia,  New 
York,  where  the  Doctor  practiced  dentistry  for  many  years  before  coming 
to  Buffalo.  He  represented  the  third  generation  of  dentists  in  his  family. 
Mrs.  Scheeler  was  educated  in  the  grade  schools  of  Buffalo  and  in  the 
Masten  Park  high  school.  She  is  a  member  of  Areme  Chapter,  Eastern 
Star,  in  which  organization  she  is  very  active,  and  likewise  has  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Oriental  Shrine,  the  Daughters  of  the  Nile  and  the  Park  Golf 
Club.  She  has  a  brother,  Merle  Barrows,  who  is  a  deputy  at  Sardinia, 
New  York,  and  another  brother,  Lyman  H.  Barrows,  who  is  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scheeler  became  the  parents  of 
two  daughters.  Thelma  Isabelle,  the  elder,  born  April  29,  1912,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  class  of  1931  of  the  Bennett  high  school.  Phyllis  Mabel,  born 
September  15,  1916,  is  also  a  student  at  the  Bennett  high  school.  The 
Scheeler  family  residence  is  at  420  Voorhees  avenue. 


GEORGE  JOHN  RICKERT 

George  J.  Rickert  is  regarded  as  one  of  Niagara  Falls’  most  useful 
citizens,  having  served  the  community  in  various  capacities,  and  for  the 
past  thirteen  years  has  filled  the  office  of  city  clerk  in  a  manner  that  has 
received  wide  commendation.  He  was  born  at  LaSalle,  Niagara  county, 
New  York,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1876,  and  is  a  son  of  August  and  Auguste 
(Quandt)  Rickert.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany  in  1851,  was  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  on  coming  to  the  United  States  in  the  early 
’70s  settled  in  Niagara  county  and  resumed  agricultural  pursuits.  After 
a  few  years  he  removed  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  in 
various  lines  of  work  for  a  time,  and  then  located  on  a  farm  near  Madison, 
Wisconsin.  He  remained  there  until  about  1874,  when  he  returned  to 
Niagara  county  and  resumed  his  farming  operations,  which  he  carried 
on  until  about  1882.  He  then  moved  into  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls  and 
accepted  a  position  with  the  Niagara  Falls  Brewing  Company,  with  which 
he  was  connected  until  1888.  He  next  turned  his  attention  to  the  cafe 
business,  and  later  took  over  the  United  States  hotel  and  the  Richmond 
house,  which  he  managed  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  October  17,  1919. 

August  Rickert  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Auguste  Quandt,  who 
was  born  in  Germany  in  1850  and  died  in  Niagara  Falls,  October  17,  1926. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Amiel  and  Lena, 
deceased;  George  J. ;  William  H.,  a  retired  real  estate  broker,  residing  in 
Miami,  Florida ;  Charles  G.,  who  is  traffic  manager  of  the  Hooker  Electro- 
Chemical  Company,  of  Niagara  Falls;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  C.  George 
Seager,  who  owns  and  operates  a  sheet  metal  plant  in  Niagara  Falls; 
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Frank,  deceased;  and  Fred  C.,  who  is  a  salesman  for  the  Olsker  Builders 
Supplies  &  Coal  Company,  of  Niagara  Falls.  August  Rickert  was  a  repub¬ 
lican  in  his  political  views  and  served  for  two  years  as  alderman  of 
Niagara  Falls.  He  was  a  member  of  Bellevue  Lodge,  No.  316,  I.  O.  O.  F., 
belonging  also  to  the  Encampment  and  the  Patriarchs  Militant  of  that 
order  and  holding  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  last  named  or¬ 
ganization.  He  was  a  charter  member  and  for  several  years  a  trustee  of 
Niagara  Falls  Lodge,  No.  346,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  and  belonged  to  Niagara  Falls 
Lodge,  No.  20,  D.  O.  R. 

George  J.  Rickert  attended  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Niagara 
Falls,  and  graduated  from  Bryant  &  Stratton’s  Business  College  at  Buf¬ 
falo  in  1894,  while  in  1917  he  graduated  from  the  Emerson  School  of 
Efficiency.  On  leaving  business  college  he  went  to  work  for  his  father, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1898,  when  he  volunteered  for  service  in 
the  Spanish-American  war,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Third  Regiment, 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  made  a  corporal  July  1,  1898, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  December  6,  1898.  Re¬ 
turning  home,  he  resumed  his  position  with  his  father,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  January,  1902.  Meanwhile,  from  March  31,  1900,  until 
January  1,  1903,  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  plumbing  board  of  Niagara 
Falls,  and  on  January  31,  1902,  was  appointed  assistant  city  clerk,  hold¬ 
ing  that  position  until  January  8,  1904.  During  the  latter  year  he  was 
manager  of  the  store  of  the  Scotch  Woolen  Mills  in  Niagara  Falls,  and 
on  January  16,  1905,  he  was  appointed  deputy  city  clerk,  which  position 
he  filled  until  January  2,  1911,  in  a  very  acceptable  manner.  He  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Hooker  Electro-Chemical  Company  from  January,  1911, 
until  January,  1912,  when  he  resigned  and  accepted  the  position  of  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Niagara  Falls  Business  Men’s  Association,  serving  until  April, 
1913,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  chief  clerk  of  the  United 
States  Light  and  Heat  Corporation  of  Niagara  Falls.  In  November,  1916, 
he  was  made  the  employment  manager  of  that  corporation  and  so  con¬ 
tinued  until  May  14,  1917,  when  he  was  appointed  city  clerk,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  filled  continuously  since,  with  offices  in  the  city  hall.  He  is 
well  qualified  for  this  position  and  has  discharged  his  duties  in  a  capable 
and  efficient  manner. 

On  July  24,  1901,  in  Niagara  Falls,  Mr.  Rickert  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Miss  Anna  Theresa  Flynn,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  graduate  of 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Fredonia,  New  York.  She  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Niagara  Falls  for  two  years  prior  to  her  marriage,  her  last 
position  being  that  of  principal  of  the  Pine  Avenue  school.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Catholic  Daughters  of  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rickert  have 
had  four  children :  August  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years ;  Thomas 
George,  who  graduated  from  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  New  York, 
with  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  and  Bachelor  of  Laws,  and  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  Niagara  Falls ;  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eleven  years ;  and  Catherine,  who  is  in  the  public  schools. 
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Mr.  Rickert  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  matters  affecting  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  and  during  the  past  two  years  has  served  on  the  budget  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Community  Chest,  Inc.  He  gives  his  political  support  to 
the  republican  party  and  fraternally  is  a  member  of  Niagara  River  Lodge, 
No.  785,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Niagara  Lodge  of  Perfection,  A.  A.  S.  R.  (fourteenth 
degree)  ;  Niagara  Falls  Lodge,  No.  346,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  of  which  he  is  a  past 
esteemed  leading  knight,  a  past  trustee  and  secretary  for  fourteen  years ; 
Bellevue  Lodge,  No.  316,  I.  0.  0.  F. ;  and  Daughters  of  Rebekah  Lodge, 
No.  20.  He  is  a  member  and  past  president  of  the  New  York  State  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  City  and  Village  Clerks,  and  is  a  founder  and  life  member  of 
the  Civil  Legion  of  the  United  States.  He  maintains  his  old  military  asso¬ 
ciations  through  his  membership  in  M.  B.  Butler  Camp,  No.  7,  S.  W.  V., 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Forty-second  Separate  Company  Veterans’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  He  enlisted  in  the  Forty-second  Separate  Company,  National 
Guard  of  New  York,  October  15,  1895,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
October  17,  1900.  He  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Third  Regiment,  New  York 
National  Guard,  October  8,  1902,  and  was  warranted  ordnance  sergeant 
of  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Third  Regiment  October  10,  1902,  and  war¬ 
ranted  battalion  sergeant  major  August  3,  1907.  He  was  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  April  15,  1913,  and  received  the  ten-year  and  fifteen-year  service 
medals  from  the  state  of  New  York.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Niagara  Golf 
Association.  On  May  19,  1917,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  regis¬ 
tration  board  of  Niagara  Falls,  which  board  was  disbanded  in  July,  1917. 
On  June  23,  1917,  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  local  registration 
board  and  was  immediately  elected  secretary,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  the  board  was  disbanded,  on  March  31,  1919.  In  public  affairs,  fra¬ 
ternal  matters,  and  as  a  private  citizen  Mr.  Rickert  has  discharged  every 
duty  incumbent  on  him  in  a  manner  that  has  reflected  creditably  on  his 
ability,  loyalty  and  judgment,  and  he  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  useful  citizens  of  his  community. 


DANIEL  P.  McGILL 

Over  three  hundred  beautiful  homes  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
have  been  constructed  by  Daniel  P.  McGill,  one  of  the  most  favorably 
known  carpenters  of  the  community,  and  president  of  the  contracting 
firm  of  Daniel  P.  McGill,  Incorporated,  at  401  Minnesota  avenue.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  carpentering  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  during 
this  period  of  activity  has  closely  followed  the  development  of  his  trade 
and  the  trend  of  modern  ideas  in  building. 

Mr.  McGill  was  born  at  Belfast,  New  York,  October  8,  1874,  a  son 
of  Daniel  and  Alice  (Conlin)  McGill.  The  father,  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man.  He  was  a  farmer,  and 
has  been  deceased  many  years.  His  wife  was  also  born  in  Ireland.  They 
were  married  in  New  York  state,  and  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
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dren,  three  of  whom  are  deceased.  In  addition  to  Daniel  P.,  another  son, 
John,  is  also  a  carpenter  of  Buffalo. 

After  attending  the  public  schools,  Daniel  P.  McGill  early  in  life 
learned  the  cheese-making  trade  at  Nile,  New  York,  following  it  for  four¬ 
teen  years,  and  then  learned  the  trade  of  carpentering,  which  he  has  made 
his  life’s  work  since.  For  ten  years,  he  was  employed  as  foreman  for  Samuel 
Miller,  a  Buffalo  contractor,  then  formed  a  corporation  under  the  name 
of  Daniel  P.  McGill,  Incorporated,  of  which  he  is  president.  Edward 
Jaeckle  is  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Edward  Grono  is  vice  president. 
Mr.  McGill  has  constructed  eight  fine  homes  in  the  block  where  he  lives, 
and  he  has  erected  over  three  hundred  homes  in  Buffalo,  mostly  in  the 
Kensington  district. 

At  Belfast,  New  York,  December  3,  1894,  Mr.  McGill  was  married 
to  Anna  Costello,  of  that  city,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  two 
children,  namely:  Mary  Esther,  who  has  been  a  stenographer  for  the 
G.  F.  Wallace  Realty  Company  of  Buffalo  for  eight  years,  and  Daniel 
Joseph,  who  is  attending  school.  Members  of  the  family  belong  to  St. 
Joseph’s  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


VINCENT  J.  PASCOE 

Vincent  J.  Pascoe,  who  is  vice  president  of  the  merchandise  brokerage 
firm  of  the  C.  J.  Irwin  Company,  Incorporated,  with  offices  at  530  Ellicott 
Square  building  in  Buffalo,  is  numbered  among  the  younger  business  men 
of  the  Niagara  Frontier  who  have  achieved  uncommon  success  in  the 
initial  stages  of  their  careers.  He  was  born  in  New  York  city,  June  24, 
1901,  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Mary  (Waid)  Pascoe.  His  father  was  born 
December  1,  1877,  in  London,  England,  is  a  coffee  roaster  by  trade,  and 
is  now  residing  in  Buffalo.  He  is  a  supporter  of  the  democratic  party, 
and  a  member  of  St.  Benedict’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His  wife  was 
born  in  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  August  1,  1875. 

Vincent  J.  Pascoe  completed  his  education  by  graduation  from  La  Salle 
Academy  of  New  York  city,  then  for  eight  years  was  associated  with  the 
Atlantic  &  Pacific  Tea  Company,  first  in  New  York  city  as  stenographer, 
then  as  assistant  traffic  manager,  and  later  in  Buffalo  as  traffic  manager, 
while  subsequently  he  was  assistant  purchasing  agent.  He  remained  with 
this  nationally  known  corporation  until  February  4,  1924,  then  became 
associated  with  C.  J.  Irwin,  merchandise  broker  of  Buffalo,  as  a  salesman. 
When  the  business  was  incorporated  January  1,  1929,  under  the  present 
firm  title,  Mr.  Pascoe  became  vice  president,  and  now  holds  this  position 
with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  company.  He  is  affiliated  with 
the  democratic  party,  and  his  religious  connection  is  with  St.  Benedict’s 
Catholic  Church. 

On  July  5,  1928,  occurred  the  marriage  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  of 
Mr.  Pascoe  and  Miss  Margaret  Shanley,  a  native  of  Kane,  Pennsylvania, 
who  died  here  April  30,  1929.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  A.  and 
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Christine  (Carlson)  Shanley,  a  graduate  of  high  school  at  Lakewood,  New 
York,  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pascoe  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  a  son,  Vincent  J.  Jr.,  who  was  born  April  24,  1929. 
Mr.  Pascoe’s  residence  is  at  124  Ivyhurst  road,  Eggertsville,  New  York. 


MARINE  TRUST  COMPANY 

The  growth  of  Buffalo  is  very  closely  allied  to  the  growth  of  the  Marine 
Trust  Company.  In  1850  a  group  of  prominent  men  in  Buffalo  and  west¬ 
ern  New  York  state  met  with  the  purpose  of  incorporating  a  bank.  They 
were :  James  S.  Wadsworth,  Geneseo,  New  York ;  J.  P.  Beekman,  Kinder- 
hook,  New  York;  George  Palmer,  Buffalo,  New  York;  James  S.  Ganson, 
Buffalo,  New  York;  John  Arnott,  Elmira,  New  York;  John  Magee,  Bath, 
New  York;  Constant  Cook,  Bath,  New  York;  and  William  R.  Quinn, 
Medina,  New  York. 

The  Marine  Bank  of  Buffalo,  as  it  was  called,  opened  for  business  on 
October  15,  1850,  at  79  Main  street.  The  capital  was  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars  and  it  was  announced  that  a  dividend  of  ten 
per  cent  would  be  declared  annually.  On  August  1,  1851,  George  Palmer 
was  elected  president  and  James  N.  Ganson,  cashier.  In  1853  the  capital 
was  increased  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  and  a  year 
later  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  That  same  year  the  property 
was  rented  at  112  Main  street  for  ten  years  at  eight  hundred  dollars  a 
year  and  the  following  year  the  banking  office  was  moved  to  that  address. 
In  1857  a  money  panic  swept  the  country  but  the  bank  weathered  the 
storm  successfully.  In  1864  Everard  Palmer  was  elected  president.  Two 
years  later,  Charles  Ensign  succeeded  Mr.  Palmer  as  president  and  in 
1867  he  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Jewett  M.  Richmond.  In  1869,  Myron 
P.  Bush  became  president  and  S.  M.  Clement,  vice  president.  In  1873 
the  country  experienced  another  financial  panic  through  which  the  bank 
operated  successfully,  although  in  1875  a  resolution  to  pay  fifty  per  cent 
dividend  was  rescinded,  due  to  unsettled  financial  conditions.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  1879,  S.  M.  Clement  became  president  and  Jewett  M.  Richmond, 
vice  president  and  Wiliiam  C.  Allen,  cashier.  The  following  year  a  site  at 
200  Main  street  was  purchased  for  fifteen  thousand,  three  hundred  dollars, 
since  “the  office  occupied  by  the  bank  was  very  unpleasant  and  unhealth¬ 
ful  on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  canal.”  A  year  later  the  large  sum 
of  forty-nine  thousand  dollars  was  expended  for  the  purchase  of  land  and 
the  erection  of  a  bank  building.  The  year  1884  found  S.  M.  Clement,  Jr., 
succeeding  Mr.  Allen  as  cashier.  In  1892  a  safe  deposit  department  opened 
for  business.  That  same  year  Mr.  Clement,  Sr.,  died  and  Jewett  M.  Rich¬ 
mond  was  elected  president,  with  S.  M.  Clement,  Jr.,  as  cashier  and  John 
H.  Lascelles,  assistant  cashier.  In  1893  there  was  another  financial  panic. 
S.  M.  Clement,  Jr.,  in  1895,  was  elected  president;  John  J.  Albright,  vice 
president,  and  John  H.  Lascelles,  cashier.  As  the  bank  grew,  additional 
space  was  needed  and  in  1896  the  Hayden  property  at  the  corner  of  Main 
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and  Seneca  streets  was  purchased  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars  and  possession  taken.  In  1902  the  Marine  Bank  was  converted 
into  a  national  bank. 

A  very  important  year  in  the  history  of  the  Marine  came  in  1913 
when  the  Marine  National  and  the  Columbia  National  Banks  were  merged, 
with  Seymour  H.  Knox,  Sr.,  as  chairman  of  the  board  and  George  F.  Rand, 
Sr.,  as  president.  That  same  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  present  head 
office  of  the  Marine  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and  Seneca  streets. 
Upon  the  death  of  Seymour  H.  Knox,  Sr.,  in  1917,  George  F.  Rand,  Sr., 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  board  and  John  H.  Lascelles,  president.  The 
year  1919  brought  the  conversion  of  the  bank  into  a  trust  company,  the 
merger  of  the  Bankers  Trust  Company  with  the  Marine  and  the  untimely 
death  of  George  F.  Rand,  Sr. 

In  1920  the  Bank  of  Buffalo  consolidated  with  the  Marine  and  Elliott 
C.  McDougal  was  made  president  of  the  merged  institutions.  In  1923  the 
Citizens  Trust  Company  joined  with  the  Marine  and  in  1925  the  Buffalo 
Trust  Company,  whose  president,  George  F.  Rand,  Jr.,  became  president 
of  the  Marine  Trust  Company. 

September,  1929,  saw  the  formation  of  Marine  Midland  Corporation, 
a  bank  holding  company  which  owns  more  than  ninety-five  per  cent  of 
the  stock  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  and  sixteen  other  large  banks 
throughout  New  York  state.  The  invested  capital  of  this  corporation 
is  more  than  one  hundred  million  dollars  and  the  total  resources  of  the 
banks  in  the  group  are  nearly  six  hundred  million  dollars.  On  December 
31,  1930,  the  Marine  Trust  Company’s  resources  were  slightly  less  than 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five  million  dollars. 


GEORGE  FRANKLIN  RAND,  Jr. 

George  Franklin  Rand,  president  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company  of 
Buffalo,  is  an  outstanding  figure  in  banking  and  financial  circles  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier  and  an  excellent  example  of  the  type  of  bank  executive 
developed  in  the  present  age.  A  close  associate  and  great  admirer  of  his 
father,  who  was  accorded  a  foremost  position  among  the  ablest  bankers 
of  his  day  in  western  New  York,  George  F.  Rand  from  boyhood  has  had 
an  abiding  interest  in  finance  and  banking,  and  his  native  genius  for 
organization  and  aptitude  for  successful  management  have  been  reflected 
by  his  achievements  in  banking  circles  during  the  past  decade. 

He  was  born  in  North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  December  9,  1892,  a 
son  of  George  F.  and  Vina  S.  (Fisher)  Rand,  of  whom  a  more  extended 
mention  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  attending  school  No.  16  and  the  Lafayette 
high  school,  and  continued  his  studies  at  the  Wharton  School  of  Com¬ 
merce,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1916. 
In  1931  Mr.  Rand  received  an  honorary  doctor  of  science  degree  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  began  his  business  career  with  the  Banx- 
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ers’  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  in  1916,  and  the  following  year  became 
assistant  secretary  of  that  institution.  The  entrance  of  the  United  States 
into  the  World  war  brought  an  interruption  of  his  plans,  as  it  did  for  so 
many  of  the  young  men  of  the  country  just  beginning  their  business 
careers.  In  1917,  Mr.  Rand  went  to  France  with  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association,  remaining  until  1918,  when  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and 
in  March,  1919,  was  made  assistant  secretary  of  the  Marine  Trust  Com¬ 
pany.  In  1920  he  was  advanced  to  the  vice  presidency  and  placed  in 
charge  of  the  branches  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  also  becoming  a 
director  of  that  institution. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1921,  Mr.  Rand  and  a  group  of  younger  busi¬ 
ness  men,  among  whom  were  sons  of  his  father’s  close  associates,  acquired 
an  interest  in  the  Buffalo  Trust  Company,  one  of  the  city’s  smaller  fi¬ 
nancial  institutions.  Mr.  Rand  was  elected  president  of  this  bank  and  un¬ 
der  his  administration  the  resources  mounted  in  four  years  from  fifteen 
million  dollars  to  seventy  million  dollars.  This  growth  was  unprecedented 
in  Buffalo’s  banking  circles.  Following  out  the  farsighted  policy  of  his 
father,  he  opened  branches  in  various  neighborhoods  in  Buffalo  and  so 
improved  the  internal  organization  of  the  bank  that  its  earnings  increased 
amazingly.  The  progress  of  the  Buffalo  Trust  Company  under  his  leader¬ 
ship  proved  his  capability  as  a  banker  and  in  1926  the  Buffalo  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  and  the  Marine  Trust  Company  were  merged,  Mr.  Rand  becoming 
president  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company.  Today  the  Marine  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  has  a  capital,  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  over  thirty  million 
dollars  and  total  resources  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  million 
dollars.  Under  Mr.  Rand’s  administration  the  Marine  Trust  Company 
has  prospered  greatly  and  has  become  known  as  one  of  the  strong  and 
ably  managed  banks  of  the  country. 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Rand  saw  the  need  for  more  extensive  banking 
services  in  the  state.  This  led  to  the  formation  in  the  fall  of  1929  of  the 
Marine  Midland  Group  of  Banks,  centered  around  the  Marine  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo  and  the  Marine  Midland  Trust  Company  of  New  York 
city.  At  the  present  time  sixteen  strong,  New  York  State  banks  in  as 
many  communities  are  controlled  through  Marine  Midland  Corporation, 
of  which  Mr.  Rand,  as  president,  is  the  guiding  spirit.  Resources  of  these 
banks  total  nearly  six  hundred  million  dollars.  Mr.  Rand  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  group  banking  movement. 

In  addition  to  Mr.  Rand’s  banking  activities  he  is  a  director  of  such 
corporations  as  the  National  Dairy  Products;  Studebaker  Corporation; 
Pierce-Arrow  Motor  Car  Company;  American  Steamship  Company;  Cleve¬ 
land  &  Buffalo  Transit  Company;  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Rail¬ 
road  Company;  General  Baking  Company;  Remington-Rand,  Inc.;  Niag¬ 
ara  Falls  Power  Company;  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Company; 
Garlock  Packing  Company  and  many  others. 

On  March  28,  1922,  Mr.  Rand  was  married  to  Miss  Isabel  Hadley  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  H.  and  Grace  (Jewett)  Williams.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rand  have  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  George  F.,  Isabel  Hadley  and 
Calvin  Gordon. 
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Mr.  Rand  is  appreciative  of  the  social  amenities  of  life  and  his  due 
consideration  thereof  constitutes  the  even  balance  to  his  intense  business 
activity.  His  name  is  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  Buffalo,  Saturn, 
Buffalo  Athletic,  Country,  Niagara  Falls  Country,  University,  Tennis  and 
Saddle  &  Bridle  Clubs,  the  University  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Bankers 
Club  of  New  York  city  and  the  Greek  letter  fraternity  Delta  Upsilon. 
He  is  an  Officer  de  L’lnstruction  Publique,  and  a  chevalier  of  the  National 
Order  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  France,  being  thus  honored  by  France 
because  of  that  country’s  gratitude  for  his  activities  and  friendship  m 
behalf  of  the  people  of  that  country.  Mr.  Rand  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo 
Foundation  and  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy.  He  gives  his  political 
support  to  the  republican  party,  while  his  religious  faith  is  indicated 
by  his  membership  in  the  North  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo.  In 
Masonry  he  has  received  the  honorary  thirty-third  degree.  Not  yet  forty 
years  old,  Mr.  Rand  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  bankers  in  the  United 
States.  His  vision  and  unceasing  industry  have  not  been  confined  solely 
to  his  own  enterprises  but  have  been  an  important  influence  in  all  the  cor¬ 
porations  and  civic  projects  in  which  he  has  a  part. 


CHARLES  HENRY  STEGMEIER 

One  of  the  most  exemplary  and  substantial  citizens  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  was  the  late  Charles  Henry  Stegmeier,  of  Tonawanda,  New 
York,  owner  of  the  Charles  H.  Stegmeier  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  whose 
death  occurred  November  24,  1923.  Mr.  Stegmeier  was  a  self-made  man 
in  every  respect.  His  career  was  one  of  honorable  dealing,  successful 
business  conduct,  and  clean  living,  and  in  his  death  Tonawanda  lost  one 
of  her  most  valuable  citizens. 

Charles  H.  Stegmeier  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  October  18,  1875,  a 
son  of  John  Jacob  and  Amelia  (Rowbotham)  Stegmeier.  The  father, 
born  in  the  United  States,  was  of  German  descent,  while  his  wife,  also 
born  in  this  country,  was  from  English  and  Irish  stock.  Of  the  family, 
there  are  now  surviving  a  brother  of  Charles  H.,  who  is  Henry  Stegmeier, 
of  Tonawanda;  and  a  sister,  Mrs.  Clare  Weaver,  of  Akron,  Ohio.  Henry 
Stegmeier  has  a  son  and  a  daughter  and  Mrs.  Weaver  has  a  daughter,  and 
there  are  also  five  nieces  of  Charles  H.,  daughters  of  another  brother, 
William  G.  Stegmeier,  now  deceased.  These  last  named  are  residents  of 
Tonawanda. 

Charles  H.  Stegmeier  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Tonawanda.  He  was  an  ambitious  youth,  and  employed  his  vacations  in 
hard  work.  After  graduating  from  the  local  schools,  he  found  work  in  a 
local  grocery  store,  and  in  this  way  earned  sufficient  money  to  enable 
him  to  take  a  course  in  a  Buffalo  business  college,  after  the  completion 
of  which  he  worked  for  the  H.  F.  Koenig  Coal  Company  for  a  short  period 
as  a  bookkeeper.  He  then  accepted  a  position  with  the  A.  Weston  &  Son 
Lumber  Company,  and  remained  with  that  firm  for  about  twenty  years, 
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or  until  he  went  into  business  for  himself  in  1914.  In  the  latter  year, 
he  bought  out  the  Henry  Barnes  Coal  Company  of  Tonawanda,  and  under 
the  name  of  the  Charles  H.  Stegmeier  Coal  &  Builders  Supplies  Company, 
conducted  this  business  in  a  highly  successful  manner  until  his  demise, 
after  which  time  Mrs.  Stegmeier  continued  the  management  for  a  few 
months,  then  sold  to  other  interests.  Mrs.  Stegmeier  was  associated  with 
her  husband  in  this  business  for  many  years,  and  was  an  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  the  successful  trade  which  was  enjoyed 
when  Mr.  Stegmeier  passed  away. 

Mr.  Stegmeier  was  a  republican,  and  served  as  water  clerk  of  Tona¬ 
wanda  for  a  short  time.  He  was  prominent  in  Masonry,  and  was  past 
master  of  Tonawanda  Lodge,  No.  247,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose  and 
the  Ashler  Club  of  Tonawanda.  His  religious  connection  was  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  January  16,  1902,  Mr.  Stegmeier  was  married  to  Miss  Myra  Jeanne 
Campbell,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Mortimer  and  Helen  (Sutherland)  Camp¬ 
bell.  Charles  M.  Campbell  was  born  at  Darien,  New  York,  January  19, 
1840,  while  his  wife  was  born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  August  1,  1849, 
but  both  are  now  deceased.  They  were  married  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
Mrs.  Campbell  having  come  to  America  when  a  young  girl.  Charles  M. 
Campbell  settled  at  Tonawanda  shortly  after  the  Civil  war,  in  which  con¬ 
flict  he  had  served  as  a  member  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry.  He  entered  into  the  grocery  business  on  the  old  Erie  canal, 
where  he  remained  until  he  retired  to  private  life  in  1899.  Mrs.  Steg¬ 
meier  has  one  sister,  Mrs.  Olive  L.  Diedrich,  of  Tonawanda,  who  is  the 
mother  of  three  sons ;  and  a  brother,  Kenneth  Campbell,  of  Tonawanda, 
who  is  the  father  of  two  sons.  Another  brother,  Donald  E.  Campbell,  of 
Seattle,  Washington,  died  in  1931.  He  was  the  father  of  one  son.  Mrs. 
Stegmeier  is  a  member  of  Sirius  Chapter,  No.  301,  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  of  which  she  is  past  worthy  matron,  the  Women’s  Shakespearean 
Club  of  Tonawanda,  and  the  Women’s  Relief  Corps.  Mrs.  Stegmeier  is 
known  as  a  devotee  of  gardening,  and  her  garden  at  the  Stegmeier  home, 
116  Grove  street,  in  Tonawanda  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  city. 


HERBERT  EDMUND  PREISCH 

Herbert  Edmund  Preisch,  who  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the 
lumber  and  insurance  business  in  Buffalo,  his  native  city,  was  born  April 
11,  1887,  a  son  of  Maurice  Edmund  and  Jennie  (Wing)  Preisch.  The 
grandfather,  George  Preisch,  the  son  of  a  retail  shoe  merchant  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  was  born  in  Lockport,  New  York,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  and  also  in  the  manufacture  of  trunks  and  wooden  boxes.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Keiffer)  Preisch,  was  also  a  native  of  Lockport,  and 
both  passed  away  in  Buffalo.  Their  son,  Maurice  Edmund  Preisch,  was 
born  in  Lockport,  March  7,  1858,  and  now  resides  in  New  York  city. 
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From  the  time  he  entered  commercial  circles  he  has  been  identified  with 
the  lumber  industry  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Cooper  Lumber  Company 
of  New'  Jersey  and  president  of  the  Lumber  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
of  New  York  city.  He  is  an  honorary  deacon  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  of  Buffalo,  while  his  political  support  is  given  to  the  republican 
party.  His  wife  was  born  in  Buffalo,  October  3,  1858,  and  passed  away 
in  this  city  in  February,  1924.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Charles 
Johnson  Wing,  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  during  the  Civil  war 
commanded  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fourth  Regiment.  He  was  a 
wholesale  dealer  in  leather  findings  and  shoe  lasts,  establishing  a  large 
trade  in  that  connection.  He  married  a  Miss  Ball,  who  was  born  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  Pennsylvania,  and  both  passed  away  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Wing’s 
family  was  closely  related  to  that  of  George  Washington,  whose  mother’s 
maiden  name  was  Ball. 

Herbert  E.  Preisch  acquired  his  early  education  in  public  schools  No. 
16  and  No.  56  and  was  graduated  from  the  Lafayette  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1904.  Following  this  he  was  employed  in  a  bank  for  a  year  and 
then  started  to  work  in  his  father’s  lumber  yard  in  Buffalo,  afterward 
joining  the  clerical  force  of  the  Lumber  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York  city.  With  these  interests  he  has  since  been  identified,  master¬ 
ing  every  phase  of  the  work  and  gradually  progressing  until  he  is  now 
a  forceful  factor  in  the  Lumber  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  while  he  is 
also  a  representative  of  the  Bartholomew  Lumber  Company  of  Victor, 
New  York,  of  which  his  father  is  vice  president.  Under  his  direction  the 
son  was  carefully  and  thoroughly  trained  and  is  endowed  with  the  enter¬ 
prise  and  ability  characteristic  of  the  family. 

In  November,  1917,  Herbert  E.  Preisch  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
World  war  and  was  in  training  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey.  He  was  made 
color  sergeant  of  the  Three  Hundred  and  Ninth  Regiment  of  United  States 
Infantry,  next  becoming  sergeant  major.  While  in  France  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  Four  Hundred  and  Ninety-second 
Air  Squadron,  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  commanding  officer  and 
brought  the  squadron  home  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice.  Following 
his  discharge  he  reentered  the  service  and  was  recommissioned  a  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  the  Three  Hundred  and  First  Regiment  of  cavalry,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Donovan. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1911,  Mr.  Preisch  was  married  to  Miss  Edith 
Logan,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Logan,  who  was 
born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  but  has  lived  for  many  years  in  Buffalo,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  plumber  and  hardware  merchant.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Beasley)  Logan,  was  a  native  of  England  and  passed 
away  in  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Preisch  was  reared  in  this  city,  attending  the 
Lafayette  high  school,  of  which  she  is  a  graduate.  By  her  marriage  she 
has  become  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  Rhoda  Logan,  who  was  born  August 
3,  1912,  and  is  a  senior  at  the  Buffalo  Seminary. 

The  parents  have  membership  in  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church,  of 
which  Mr.  Preisch  is  a  vestryman.  In  1925  he  was  a  candidate  for  coun- 
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oilman  on  the  republican  ticket,  adopting  for  his  campaign  slogan,  “Honest, 
Efficient  Public  Service.”  Fraternally  he  is  an  Elk,  belonging  to  Buffalo 
Lodge,  No.  23.  He  also  has  membership  in  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  the 
American  Legion,  the  Reserve  Officers  Association,  the  Lake  Shore  Hunt 
Club  and  the  Erie  Downs  Country  Club.  In  golf  and  horseback  riding 
he  largely  finds  his  recreation  and  he  also  enjoys  working  in  his  garden 
but  never  neglects  his  business  interests.  Energetic,  conscientious  and 
dependable,  Mr.  Preisch  has  discharged  the  duties  and  met  the  obliga¬ 
tions  of  life  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and,  like  his  father,  he  is  esteemed 
and  respected. 


HON.  CUTHBERT  WINFRED  POUND 

Hon.  Cuthbert  Winfred  Pound,  a  prominent  representative  of  the 
judiciary,  has  served  as  associate  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  of  the 
state  of  New  York  since  1915.  He  was  born  in  Lockport,  New  York, 
June  20,  1864,  his  parents  being  Alexander  and  Almina  (Whipple)  Pound, 
who  were  born  in  the  years  1812  and  1819,  respectively.  In  the  paternal 
line  he  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  English  Quakers  who  settled  in  New 
Jersey  in  the  seventeenth  century. 

Cuthbert  W.  Pound  was  graduated  from  the  Lockport  Union  School 
in  1883  and  during  the  succeeding  scholastic  year  was  a  special  student 
of  history  and  political  science  in  Cornell  University.  The  honorary 
degree  of  LL.  D.  has  been  conferred  upon  him  by  both  Columbia  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Colgate  University.  He  has  to  his  credit  a  splendid  record 
as  lawyer,  law  professor  and  judge  and  has  been  a  lifelong  resident  of 
Lockport  save  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  from  1895  until  1904,  when  he 
filled  the  chair  of  professor  of  law  at  the  Cornell  Law  School  in  Ithaca. 
He  served  as  city  attorney  of  Lockport  from  1889  until  1891  and  was 
state  senator  from  the  twenty-ninth  district  during  the  sessions  of  1894-5, 
being  a  member  of  the  Lexow  committee.  Judge  Pound  was  a  member 
of  the  New  York  state  civil  service  commission  from  1900  until  1905, 
serving  as  its  president  during  the  last  three  years  of  that  period,  and 
was  counsel  to  the  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York  in  1905-06.  He 
was  appointed  justice  of  the  supreme  court  from  the  eighth  district  in 
May,  1906,  and  in  November,  1906,  was  elected  for  the  term  expiring 
in  1920.  In  1915,  he  was  designated  a  member  of  the  court  of  appeals 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  which  consists  of  a  chief  judge  and  six  associ¬ 
ates  and  sits  in  Albany.  It  is  the  court  of  last  resort  in  the  state  and 
hears  only  appeals.  The  present  term  of  Judge  Pound  expires  in  1934. 
He  acted  as  chairman  of  the  convention  which  met  in  1921  to  revise  the 
judiciary  article  of  the  New  York  state  constitution  and  has  long  enjoyed 
high  standing  in  legal  circles.  His  name  is  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association,  the  American  Bar  Association  and  the 
American  Law  Institute.  He  has  been  a  trustee  of  Cornell  University 
since  1913  and  his  present  term  will  expire  in  1933. 
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On  the  22d  of  June,  1887,  in  Lockport,  New  York,  Judge  Pound  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  Frances  White,  who  was  born  March 
20,  1865,  and  died  June  12,  1925.  She  came  of  Dutch  colonial  ancestry, 
being  a  descendant  of  Rip  Van  Dam,  acting  governor  of  the  colony  of 
New  York,  and  held  membership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  Lockport  Historical  Society.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Pound 
were  the  parents  of  a  son  and  a  daughter :  Alexander  W.,  who  married 
Donna  Coates,  of  Lockport,  New  York;  and  Mary  Pound,  who  married 
Ralph  C.  Taylor,  and  now  resides  in  White  Plains,  New  York. 

Judge  Pound  gives  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party.  His 
religious  faith  is  that  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  while  fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  with  Red  Jacket  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Lockport.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  and  an  honor¬ 
ary  member  of  Phi  Delta  Phi.  He  belongs  to  the  Tuscarora  Club  of  Lock- 
port,  the  Niagara  Club  of  Niagara  Falls,  the  Town  &  Country  Club  of 
Lockport,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Fort  Orange  Club  of  Albany,  the  Cornell 
Club  of  New  York  and  the  Town  &  Gown  of  Ithaca. 


ROBERT  NELSON  PECK 

Robert  Nelson  Peck,  one  of  the  most  efficient  certified  public  account¬ 
ants  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  is  the  managing  partner  of  the  Niagara 
Audit  Company,  which  maintains  offices  at  Niagara  Falls,  Cortland  and 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Mr.  Peck’s  education  and  experience  in  his  chosen 
profession  have  been  broad  and  thorough,  and  he  had  filled  a  number  of 
important  positions  and  conducted  many  responsible  assignments  prior 
to  the  time  of  the  organization  of  his  present  company  in  1924. 

Robert  Nelson  Peck  was  born  in  Attica,  Wyoming  county,  New  York, 
April  22,  1900,  the  only  child  of  John  L.  and  Jennie  (Nelson)  Peck. 
John  L.  Peck  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  July  26,  1874,  and  now  resides 
in  Attica,  where  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens 
and  business  men.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  many 
years,  and  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  civic  and  fraternal  affairs  of  his 
home  community.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  and  is  now 
serving  his  first  term  as  a  supervisor  of  Wyoming  county.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  Attica  Chamber  of  Commerce,  also  was  a  member  of 
the  local  board  of  education  for  eight  years.  He  is  a  member  and  one  of 
the  most  loyal  supporters  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  now 
treasurer.  His  Masonic  affiliations  comprise  the  blue  lodge  and  chapter, 
and  he  is  a  director  of  the  Citizens  Bank  of  Attica.  His  wife  was  born  at 
Attica,  New  York,  March  1,  1872. 

Robert  N.  Peck  completed  his  public  school  education  by  graduation 
from  the  high  school  of  Attica  with  the  class  of  1917.  He  attended  the 
Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  College,  graduating  in  1918,  and  then  studied 
at  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  at  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  from 
1918  to  1919,  and  as  this  was  during  the  World  war  period  he  was  a 
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member  of  the  Student  Army  Training  Corps  (Naval  Reserve)  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  Having  completed  his  academic  preparation,  Mr.  Peck  engaged  in 
accounting  work  with  the  Rand  Company,  and  was  stationed  at  Tona- 
wanda,  New  York,  for  two  years,  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  auditor.  He 
next  became  assistant  manager  in  charge  of  accounting  for  the  Crescent 
Baking  Corporation  at  the  Utica,  New  York,  plant,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years.  For  about  two  more  years  he  was  accountant  at  the 
Buffalo,  New  York,  office  of  the  firm  of  Haskins  &  Sells  of  New  York 
city.  In  1924  Mr.  Peck  came  to  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  formed  the 
Niagara  Audit  Company  in  partnership  with  John  Reister,  and  is  today 
the  managing  partner  of  this  organization.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Peck,  the 
firm  now  consists  of  Roy  W.  Strickland,  Thomas  J.  Flynn,  Donald  V. 
McLean,  and  Hugh  Ewart,  Jr.  Offices  are  maintained  at  Buffalo,  Cort¬ 
land  and  at  Niagara  Falls,  the  headquarters  in  the  latter  city  being  situ¬ 
ated  at  701  United  Office  building.  Mr.  Peck  received  the  degree  of  Certi¬ 
fied  Public  Accountant  from  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in  1929. 

Mr.  Peck  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  of  Attica  Lodge, 
No.  462,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  belongs  to  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  is  connected  with  the  New  York  State 
Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants. 

On  August  15,  1923,  Mr.  Peck  was  married  to  Miss  Marian  Town,  at 
Olcott,  New  York.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Anna  (Sherman) 
Town,  who  now  reside  at  Newfane,  New  York,  where  the  father  is  a 
retired  merchant.  Mrs.  Peck  attended  the  Battle  Creek  School  of  Physical 
Education.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  have  two  children :  Robert  Donald,  born 
November  1,  1925,  and  Lina  Lou,  born  March  8,  1930.  The  family  home 
at  Niagara  Falls  is  situated  at  8910  Champlain  avenue,  on  beautiful 
Cayuga  island. 


IVAN  HEKIMIAN,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Ivan  Hekimian,  one  of  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  medical 
fraternity  of  Buffalo,  is  identified  with  the  work  of  the  profession  both  as 
a  practitioner  and  as  an  educator  and  although  young  in  years,  has  had 
an  adventurous  and  interesting  career.  He  was  born  in  Russia,  August 
22,  1897,  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Setrakovitz-Michaeloff )  Hekimian,  who 
were  also  natives  of  that  country.  The  father  was  a  corporation  lawyer 
of  prominence  and  also  engaged  in  business  in  Russia  as  an  importer  and 
exporter.  While  a  prisoner  of  war  he  died  in  Turkey  in  1922  and  the 
mother  is  now  living  in  Athens,  Greece.  For  many  generations  the  family 
were  supporters  of  the  imperial  government  and  Ivan  and  Michael  Heki¬ 
mian,  brothers  of  John  Hekimian,  served  as  colonels  in  the  imperial  army. 

In  the  acquirement  of  an  education  Dr.  Hekimian  attended  Greek  and 
French  schools  of  Constantinople  and  in  1912  matriculated  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  International  College  at  Smyrna.  Turkey,  where  he  remained  until 
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1915,  when  he  was  drafted  into  the  Turkish  Army  as  a  second  lieutenant. 
Shortly  before  the  armistice  he  joined  the  British  Army,  having  passed 
an  examination  before  the  staff  intelligence  board  and  having  qualified 
for  the  post  of  fourth  class  agent.  He  was  with  the  British  forces  from 
1918  until  1921,  being  on  active  duty  in  both  the  army  and  navy.  He 
served  with  various  commissions  having  to  do  with  the  work  of  seeing 
that  Turkey  carried  out  the  armistice  and  his  duties  in  that  connection 
took  him  all  over  Turkey,  southern  Russia  and  Persia.  In  1921  he  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Constantinople,  which  was  then  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Black  Sea. 

With  his  return  to  Smyrna,  Dr.  Hekimian  was  offered  and  accepted 
the  position  of  secretary  to  Dr.  McLachlan,  president  of  the  American 
College,  where  he  remained  until  August,  1922.  This  gave  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  take  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  thus  fulfill  a  long  cherished 
desire.  Coming  to  America  in  the  fall  of  1922,  he  entered  the  medical  de¬ 
partment  of  the  University  of  Buffalo  and  won  his  M.  D.  degree  in  1927. 
For  two  years  he  was  an  interne  in  the  General  Hospital  of  Buffalo  and  in 
July,  1929,  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  city  as  assistant  to  Dr. 
Carroll  J.  Roberts,  whose  office  is  located  at  40  North  street.  Dr.  Heki¬ 
mian  is  a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Buffalo  General  Hospital, 
and  teaches  internal  medicine  in  the  medical  school  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo.  A  capable  instructor,  he  clearly  and  readily  imparts  to  others  the 
knowledge  that  he  has  acquired,  while  in  his  work  as  a  medical  practitioner 
he  is  equally  thorough  and  efficient. 

Dr.  Hekimian  resides  at  715  Delaware  avenue,  Buffalo.  In  1930  he 
became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  this  country  and  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  His  re¬ 
ligious  belief  is  indicated  in  his  membership  in  the  Amherst  Community 
Church.  Studious  and  energetic  by  nature,  he  is  progressing  with  his 
profession  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Erie 
County  and  New  York  State  Medical  Societies  and  the  American  Medical 
Association. 


MARK  N.  TURNER 

Ranking  as  one  of  the  leaders  among  the  younger  attorneys  of  the  city 
of  Buffalo  is  Mark  N.  Turner,  who  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Rann, 
Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  with  offices  at  1815  Liberty  Bank  build¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Turner  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
this  city  since  1923,  and  during  this  period  has  made  for  himself  an  en¬ 
viable  reputation  as  a  counsellor.  His  progress  has  been  uncommonly 
rapid,  and  he  has  acquired  a  clientage  of  large  proportions. 

Mr.  Turner  was  born  at  Bellaire,  Michigan,  August  20,  1897,  a  son 
of  Nathan  M.  and  Eliza  (Briggs)  Turner.  His  father  was  born  at  Sodus, 
New  York,  and  died  there  in  February,  1909,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  a  member  of  the  Community  (Methodist  Episcopal) 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


529 


Church.  He  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ann  (Watson)  Turner,  Benjamin 
having  been  born  at  Yorkshire,  England,  and  died  at  Sodus,  New  York, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  while  his  wife  was  likewise  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  and  died  at  Sodus.  Eliza  (Briggs)  Turner  was  born  at  Huron, 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Otto)  Briggs,  and 
died  at  Bellaire,  Michigan,  September  1,  1897. 

Mark  N.  Turner  graduated  from  high  school  at  Sodus,  New  York,  in 
1915,  then  became  a  student  in  Cornell  University,  from  which  institution 
he  received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1919.  Having  determined  to 
be  a  lawyer,  he  entered  the  Harvard  Law  School  and  in  1922  received  his 
Bachelor  of  Law  degree,  while  on  January  11,  1923,  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  New  York  state.  He  was  associated  with  the  law  firm  of  Locke, 
Babcock,  Spratt  &  Hollister  of  Buffalo  until  January  1,  1924,  then  became 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Rann,  Vaughan,  Brown  &  Sturtevant,  becom¬ 
ing  a  partner  January  1,  1929.  Mr.  Turner  is  a  member  of  the  Erie 
County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and  the 
American  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Marshall  Club  of  Buffalo, 
and  to  the  American  Legion. 

During  the  World  war,  Mr.  Turner  was  in  training  at  Camp  Wheeler, 
at  Macon,  Georgia,  and  was  made  a  first  sergeant.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey,  December  23, 
1918. 

At  Center  Lovell,  Maine,  August  29,  1925,  Mr.  Turner  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  Elizabeth  Dallinger,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  a  daughter 
of  Frederick  W.  and  Blanche  (Russell)  Dallinger,  now  residents  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Massachusetts,  where  the  father  is  a  prominent  attorney  and  a 
congressman  from  the  eighth  Massachusetts  district.  Mrs.  Turner  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Cambridge  high  and  Latin  schools  of  Cambridge,  and  in 
1925  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Smith  College.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Buffalo.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner 
has  been  born  two  daughters,  Ann  Elizabeth  Turner,  whose  natal  day  was 
December  4,  1926,  and  Martha  Burrage  Turner,  born  July  13,  1931. 


HARRY  DANIELS 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  merchants  of  Tonawanda  is  Harry  Dan¬ 
iels,  who  is  engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  at  20  Main  street.  He  is  the 
oldest  established  jeweler  in  the  Tonawandas,  where  he  was  also  the  first 
to  establish  the  credit  system  of  selling.  He  well  merits  the  success  he 
has  attained,  for  he  began  with  small  resources  and  experienced  many 
difficulties  during  the  early  days.  Hard  work,  together  with  intelligent 
management,  skillful  salesmanship,  and  fair  dealing  insured  the  growth 
of  his  business,  however,  and  today  his  store  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
in  the  community. 

Harry  Daniels  was  born  in  Tonawanda,  April  10,  1885,  and  is  a  son 
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of  Fred  and  Minnie  (Coburnes)  Daniels.  The  father,  who  is  now  deceased, 
was  born  in  Germany,  April  27,  1844,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1865.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  November  3,  1857,  also  came 
to  this  country  in  1865,  and  survives  her  husband,  making  her  home  with 
her  son,  Harry. 

Having  acquired  his  education  in  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  Tona- 
wanda,  Harry  Daniels  then  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  for  a  few 
years.  Eventually  he  left  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Eastern  Lumber 
Company,  remaining  for  about  three  years  and  then  spent  six  years  as  a 
barber.  Mr.  Daniels  was  thrifty,  was  ambitious  to  be  independent,  and 
consequently  saved  his  money  until  he  had  accumulated  twelve  hundred 
dollars.  With  this  fund,  he  entered  the  retail  jewelry  business  in  1914, 
necessarily  in  a  small  way  at  first,  but  his  business  grew  and  he  quickly 
made  an  outstanding  success  in  the  field  of  his  choice. 

Mr.  Daniels  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks; 
of  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles;  and  of  the  Junior  Order  of  American 
Mechanics.  He  holds  membership  in  the  Jewelers’  Association  of  Buffalo, 
also  in  the  New  York  State  Jewelers’  Association.  Politically  he  is  a 
republican,  and  his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Salem  Evangelical 
Church  of  Tonawanda. 


HERMAN  FREDERICK  SCHAD 

Herman  F.  Schad,  who  is  the  executive  head  of  H.  F.  Schad,  Incor¬ 
porated,  engaged  in  the  building,  loan  and  insurance  business  at  10  Main 
street,  in  Tonawanda,  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  respected 
citizens  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  a  reputation  which  he  has  attained  by 
virtue  of  the  upright  methods  he  has  followed  in  the  conduct  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  public-spirited  attitude  he  has  manifested  toward  the  affairs 
of  his  home  community.  Mr.  Schad  is  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  his 
birth  having  occurred  October  31,  1873.  His  parents  were  Frederick  H. 
and  Mina  (Kulow)  Schad,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  they  were  quite  young.  When  Herman 
F.  Schad  was  twelve  years  of  age,  his  parents  removed  to  a  farm  near 
Royalton,  New  York,  where  they  remained  three  years,  then  came  to 
Tonawanda  more  than  forty  years  ago. 

Herman  F.  Schad  attended  the  district  and  public  schools,  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Ray  H.  Bennett  Lumber  Company,  one  of  the  largest  of 
western  New  York,  remaining  with  that  organization  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  He  was  a  valuable  employe  and  was  steadily  advanced 
during  this  time  through  the  various  departments  until  finally  he  became 
a  vice  president  and  manager  of  the  company.  In  1919  Mr.  Schad 
organized  the  corporation  of  which  he  is  now  the  executive  head,  and 
has  devoted  the  subsequent  years  to  the  development  of  this  business. 
He  is  a  director,  vice  president,  and  appraiser  of  the  Home  Cooperative 
Savings  &  Loan  Association  of  North  Tonawanda  also. 
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Mr.  Schad  is  a  republican  in  politics  and  has  been  an  active  worker 
in  its  interest  for  many  years.  His  church  connection  is  with  the  First 
Presbyterian  of  Tonawanda.  He  is  a  member  of  Tonawanda  Lodge,  No. 
247,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Tonawanda  Chapter,  No.  278,  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  Tonawanda  Commandery,  No.  78,  Knights  Templar,  of 
which  he  is  treasurer;  Buffalo  Consistory;  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  Shrine  Club  of  the  Tonawandas. 

Mr.  Schad  was  married  in  1894,  and  is  the  father  of  four  sons  and  one 
daughter.  His  residence  is  at  40  Clinton  street,  Tonawanda. 


ALFONSE  L.  PULKOWSKI 

Throughout  his  career  Alfonse  L.  Pulkowski  has  never  undertaken  a 
task  unless  he  considered  it  worthy  of  his  best  efforts,  and  his  thorough¬ 
ness  and  conscientious  application  have  brought  him  to  the  front  in  fi¬ 
nancial  circles  as  cashier  of  the  American  Bank  of  Lackawanna.  He  was 
born  in  Buffalo,  October  22,  1899,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Lor¬ 
enz)  Pulkowski.  The  grandparents,  Albert  and  Jania  Pulkowski,  were  life¬ 
long  residents  of  Poland  and  the  grandfather  was  an  enterprising  farmer 
and  large  land  owner.  John  Pulkowski  was  born  in  Poland  in  1865  and 
in  his  youth  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  He  located  in  Buffalo  and 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  for  a  number  of 
years,  filling  the  responsible  position  of  yardmaster.  He  was  a  faithful, 
communicant  of  Corpus  Christi  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  served  as 
president  of  the  Polish  Union  of  America.  At  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  forty-five  years  he  was  called  from  this  life,  passing  away  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  January  25,  1910.  His  widow  was  born  in  Poland,  March  20,  1861, 
and  now  makes  her  home  in  Lackawanna.  Her  parents,  John  and  Martha 
Lorenz,  were  likewise  natives  of  Poland  and  always  remained  in  that 
country.  Mr.  Lawrence  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Posen  and 
was  there  residing  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  grandson,  Alfonse  L.  Pulkowski,  became  a  pupil  in  the  Corpus 
Christi  parochial  school  and  in  public  schools  Nos.  57  and  58  of  Buffalo. 
He  next  attended  the  Hutchinson  Central  high  school  and  after  his  gradu¬ 
ation  took  a  course  in  banking  there,  pursuing  his  studies  at  night.  For 
several  years  he  worked  for  Victor  B.  Szczukowski,  a  real  estate  operator, 
and  had  charge  of  the  office.  Afterward  he  became  a  salesman  for  the 
United  States  Rubber  Company,  occupying  the  position  for  four  years, 
and  then  took  over  the  management  of  their  branch  store  on  Broadway 
in  Buffalo.  A  year  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Barcolo  Bed  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Buffalo  and  continued  with  them  for  three  years 
in  the  capacity  of  paymaster.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  made 
his  initial  step  in  financial  affairs  as  messenger  for  the  Broadway  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  with  which  he  spent  a  year,  and  was  then  transferred  to  the 
Clinton  Bank  of  Buffalo,  representing  the  institution  for  three  years  as 
teller  and  note  teller.  On  the  13th  of  August,  1923,  he  entered  the  Amer- 
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ican  Bank  of  Lackawanna  as  its  assistant  cashier  and  his  faithful,  efficient 
service  won  for  him  promotion  to  the  position  of  cashier  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1930.  Experienced  and  capable,  he  has  thoroughly  demon¬ 
strated  his  worth  to  the  bank  and  exerts  every  effort  to  safeguard  its 
interests. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1922,  Mr.  Pulkowski  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Martha  Kloss,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Antonina  Kloss,  who  were 
born  in  Poland  but  have  lived  in  Buffalo  for  several  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Pulkowski  became  the  parents  of  three  children :  Alfonse  L.,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  December  19,  1924,  and  died  March  17,  1927;  John  Anthony,  born 
December  16,  1927 ;  and  Nancy  Mary,  born  December  19,  1929. 

Mr.  Pulkowski  gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party 
and  is  a  devout  member  of  St.  Barbara’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  His 
fraternal  affiliations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  Lackawanna 
Lodge,  No.  910,  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Order  of  Alhambra,  the  Stowalvenie  Domu  Polskiego  of  Lackawanna 
and  the  Lackawanna  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  treasurer  of  the  local 
charity  drive  and  heartily  cooperates  in  many  movements  for  the  general 
good,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  everything  that  touches  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  his  city.  Golf  affords  him  the  necessary  relaxation  and 
diversion  and  he  also  enjoys  the  sport  of  fishing.  His  ability  and  integrity 
are  well  known  and  constitute  a  valuable  asset  to  the  substantial  bank¬ 
ing  institution  which  he  represents. 


REV.  SAMUEL  VAN  VRANKEN  HOLMES,  D.  D. 

Dr.  Samuel  Van  Vranken  Holmes,  pastor  of  the  Westminster  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  is  one  of  the  best  known  ministers  in  Buffalo,  which  has 
been  the  scene  of  his  ecclesiastical  labors  for  more  than  three  and  a  half 
decades,  and  during  that  period  he  has  accomplished  much  good.  He 
was  born  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  March  23,  1862,  and  represents  a  fam¬ 
ily  of  clergymen,  his  father,  the  Rev.  John  McClellan  Holmes,  both  of  his 
grandfathers  and  one  great-grandfather  having  dedicated  their  talents  to 
the  service  of  the  church.  Rev.  John  McClellan  Holmes,  born  in  Johns¬ 
town,  New  York,  was  pastor  of  the  State  Street  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Albany  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  called  from  his  earthly  sphere  of 
usefulness  in  1911,  having  long  survived  his  wife,  Frances  (Van  Vran¬ 
ken)  Holmes,  who  passed  away  at  Hudson,  New  York,  in  1871. 

Aftei  two  years  attendance  at  the  Bovs  Academy  in  Albany,  Samuel 
Van  Vianken  Holmes  matriculated  in  Williams  College,  graduating  with 
the  class  of  1883.  Following  this  he  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  Prince¬ 
ton  University  and  for  two  semesters  was  a  student  at  the  University  of 
Beilin.  With  his  return  to  the  United  States  he  entered  the  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1887,  and  was 
ordained  in  the  same  year.  He  first  had  charge  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Richfield  Springs,  New  York,  where  he  spent  some  four  years, 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


535 


and  in  February,  1892,  went  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  as  associate  pastor 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  city.  In  October,  1893,  he  came 
to  Buffalo  and  here  he  has  remained  for  thirty-eight  years,  occupying  the 
pulpit  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  which  has  grown  and 
prospered  throughout  that  period.  When  he  came  to  this  city  the  church 
had  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  and  the  congregation  now 
numbers  about  seventeen  hundred  members.  During  his  pastorate  the 
old  church  has  been  greatly  enlarged,  a  new  chapel  has  been  built,  and 
the  present  parish  house  was  also  erected.  He  is  vice  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary  and  has  been 
chosen  to  conduct  the  religious  services  at  Yale,  Harvard,  Williams,  Prince¬ 
ton,  Wellesley,  Smith  and  other  leading  colleges  of  the  east.  An  eloquent 
pulpit  orator,  he  sends  his  message  straight  to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers, 
and  possesses  talents  which  make  his  labors  more  than  ordinarily  effective 
and  which  give  his  ability  more  than  average  scope. 

In  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  in  June,  1887,  was  solemnized  the  marri¬ 
age  of  Dr.  Samuel  V.  V.  Holmes  and  Helen  Stanton,  a  graduate  of  Vassar 
College.  Mrs.  Holmes  is  a  daughter  of  Richard  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Mills) 
Stanton,  who  lived  for  many  years  in  Bridgeport,  where  the  father  con¬ 
ducted  business  as  a  real  estate  dealer.  The  children  of  this  marriage  are 
Marguerite  and  Richard  Stanton  Holmes,  the  latter  a  prominent  lawyer 
of  New  York  city.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes  reside  at  the  Hotel  Lenox  in 
Buffalo.  During  the  World  war  he  served  on  various  committees  engaged 
in  work  of  a  patriotic  nature,  was  active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Red 
Cross  drives,  and  also  spoke  in  behalf  of  relief  work  in  the  near  east. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He  belongs  to 
the  Westminster  Club,  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo, 
the  Williams  Club  of  New  York  and  to  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity. 
His  scholastic  attainments  not  only  won  for  him  the  degrees  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  and  Master  of  Arts  but  also  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  which  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Williams  College.  Dr.  Holmes 
has  served  his  church  with  zeal  and  devotion,  becoming  one  of  the  strong 
individual  forces  in  the  spread  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  his  personal 
friends,  who  are  found  in  all  walks  of  life,  entertain  for  him  high  regard. 


CLARENCE  R.  RUNALS 

A  representative  young  lawyer  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  Clarence 
R.  Runals,  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Franchot,  Runals,  Robillard  & 
Cohen,  with  offices  at  425-443  Gluck  building,  in  the  city  of  Niagara  Falls. 
He  is  specializing  in  the  conduct  of  civil  litigation,  and  has  been  uncom¬ 
monly  successful  during  the  years  he  has  practiced  here.  He  has  also 
entered  into  the  local  affairs  of  Niagara  Falls  with  enthusiasm,  well  merit¬ 
ing  the  favorable  reputation  he  enjoys  in  the  community  where  he  now 
lives.  Mr.  Runals  was  born  at  Arcade,  Wyoming  county,  New  York, 
March  27,  1893,  a  son  of  Leonard  E.  and  Nellie  Gray  (Ryder)  Runals. 
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The  paternal  grandfather,  Leonard  Parker  Runals,  was  born  at  Arcade, 
and  there  died  in  1878.  He  was  a  capitalist,  and  served  for  many  years 
as  a  side  judge.  His  politics  were  first  whig  and  later  republican.  His 
wife’s  maiden  name  was  Emily  Balcom.  Further  back  in  the  Runals 
family  line  there  was  Leonard  Parker,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  Leonard  E.  Runals,  who  now  resides  at  Arcade,  was  born 
there  October  9,  1854,  and  engaged  very  successfully  in  farming  until 
his  retirement  in  1905.  He  was  educated  in  a  private  school  at  Franklin- 
ville,  New  York,  also  in  a  school  at  Geneseo,  New  York.  He  is  a  repub¬ 
lican  politically,  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  During  the  Spanish-American  war  he 
was  a  captain  of  infantry,  and  during  the  World  war  was  overseas  in 
the  service  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association.  His  wife  was  born 
June  9,  1860,  at  Sardinia,  Erie  county,  New  York,  and  died  at  Arcade, 
in  1927.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  Arthur  L.,  who 
is  a  physician  and  surgeon  at  Olean,  New  York;  and  Clarence  R. 

Clarence  R.  Runals  attended  the  public  schools  of  Arcade,  New  York, 
and  in  1911  graduated  from  the  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 
He  then  took  up  his  legal  studies  at  the  University  of  Buffalo  Law  School, 
and  in  1915  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  1916  he  began 
practice  in  Buffalo,  and  so  continued  until  August,  1918,  when  he  moved 
to  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  is  affiliated  as  noted  above.  Mr.  Runals  is  a 
republican  in  his  political  adherence,  and  belongs  to  Niagara  Falls  Lodge, 
No.  346,  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country 
Club,  the  Niagara  Club,  the  Tuscarora  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
and  the  Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

On  December  17,  1919,  Mr.  Runals  was  married  to  Miss  Edith  R. 
Landsheft,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Landsheft  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Runals  is 
a  member  of  the  Tatler  Club  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  is  prominent  in  social 
circles  of  her  home  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Runals  have  three  children,  John 
Edward,  Jane  Elizabeth,  and  Ruth.  The  Runals  home,  an  attractive, 
modern  residence,  is  situated  on  Lewiston  Heights,  in  the  town  of  Lewis¬ 
ton,  New  York,  a  suburb  of  Niagara  Falls. 


REV.  PALFREY  PERKINS 

Among  the  prominent  clergymen  of  Buffalo  is  numbered  the  Rev.  Pal¬ 
frey  Perkins,  pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church  and  a  recognized 
leader  in  religious  and  welfare  work  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  June  14,  1883,  and  represented  the  sixth  generation  of  the 
Perkins  family  in  that  city.  He  is  a  descendant  of  Peter  Palfrey,  who 
settled  in  Salem  in  1626,  and  also  of  Thomas  Hunt,  who  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  America  and  fought  under  General  Washington  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  Among  his  forbears  in  the  paternal  line  was  Holten  J. 
Breed,  who  commanded  a  privateer  in  the  War  of  1812.  Nathaniel  B. 
Perkins,  the  grandfather  of  Rev.  Palfrey  Perkins,  was  an  officer  in  the 
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militia,  president  of  the  Merchants  National  Bank  of  Salem  and  held 
municipal  office  for  several  years.  He  married  Susan  Breed  and  both 
were  lifelong  residents  of  Salem.  They  were  the  parents  of  George 
Holten  Perkins,  who  was  born  in  Salem,  August  16,  1842,  and  served  in 
the  Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Fiftieth  Regiment  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Volunteers.  Subsequently  he  became  cashier  of  the  National 
Union  Bank  of  Boston,  occupying  the  office  for  several  years,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  that  city  until  his  demise  on  the  2d  of  April,  1915.  He  also 
held  civic  offices,  to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  republican  ticket,  and 
his  religious  views  were  in  harmony  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  long  an  earnest  member.  He  married  Rebecca 
Floyd,  who  was  born  in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  April  21,  1845,  and  still 
makes  her  home  in  that  state. 

Their  son,  Rev.  Palfrey  Perkins,  pursued  his  education  in  his  native 
city  until  his  graduation  from  the  Salem  high  school  in  1901  and  after¬ 
ward  matriculated  in  Harvard  University,  which  awarded  him  the  A.  B. 
degree  in  1905.  He  was  next  a  student  at  the  Harvard  Divinity  School, 
from  which  he  won  the  S.  T.  B.  degree  in  1909,  and  was  ordained  in  the 
same  year.  At  Brighton,  Massachusetts,  he  entered  upon  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  there  remaining  until  1916,  when  he  accepted  a  call  from 
Weston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  spent  ten  years.  In  1926  he  became 
associated  with  the  First  Unitarian-Congregational  Society  of  Buffalo 
and  here  he  has  since  remained,  laboring  untiringly  and  effectively  to 
strengthen  the  ecclesiastical  interests  intrusted  to  his  charge.  Organized 
in  1831,  the  church  numbered  President  Millard  Fillmore  among  its  early 
members.  The  old  structure  still  occupies  the  original  site  at  Eagle  and 
Franklin  streets,  where  Abraham  Lincoln  once  attended  service  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Millard  Fillmore.  The  second  house  of  worship  was  located  at 
Delaware  avenue  and  Mohawk  street  and  the  present  edifice  at  Elmwood 
avenue  and  Ferry  street  was  completed  in  1904.  The  church  now  has 
about  four  hundred  members  and  under  the  capable  guidance  of  Rev. 
Perkins  its  influence  is  steadily  widening.  His  broad  humanitarianism 
has  been  expressed  in  effective  efforts  for  the  general  good.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Urban  League-Memorial  Center,  Inc.;  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Council  of  Social  Agencies ;  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Children’s  Aid 
and  also  of  the  child  placing  committee  of  that  society,  while  he  is  like¬ 
wise  chairman  of  the  visiting  teachers’  committee  of  the  same  organiza¬ 
tion.  A  distinguished  divine,  he  has  been  visiting  preacher  of  Harvard 
University  on  several  occasions  and  from  1919  until  1925  was  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  General  Conference  of  Unitarian  Churches  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1922,  Rev.  Perkins  was  married  in  Boston 
to  Miss  Linda  Wellington,  a  native  of  Medford,  Massachusetts,  and  a 
daughter  of  Louis  B.  and  Louise  (Lawton)  Wellington,  of  Boston.  Mrs. 
Perkins  attended  private  schools  in  Boston  and  Miss  Porter’s  finishing 
school  in  Farmington,  Connecticut.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  three  children:  David,  Arthur  Wellington  and  Cornelia. 
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Rev.  Perkins  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Thursday  Club  of  Buffalo  and  the  Har¬ 
vard  Club  of  Boston,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo. 
For  recreation  he  turns  to  horseback  riding  and  also  enjoys  sailing.  He 
gives  his  political  allegiance  to  the  republican  party  and  is  well  informed 
on  all  questions  of  public  moment.  During  the  World  war  period  he  was 
a  Four-Minute  speaker,  chairman  of  the  home  service  committee  of  Wal¬ 
tham  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Society  and  also  chairman  of 
the  Weston  Chapter  of  that  organization.  Rev.  Perkins  is  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  that  class  of  modern  thinkers  who  recognize  the  fact  that  religion 
has  to  do  with  the  every  day  things  of  life  and  is  not  merely  a  matter  of 
pulpit  teachings.  His  activities  have  therefore  reached  out  to  the  general 
interests  of  society  and  have  been  resultant  and  beneficial.  He  possesses 
the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  and  his  friends,  who  are  drawn  from  all 
walks  of  life,  entertain  for  him  the  highest  esteem. 


DONALD  G.  WHITE 

Donald  G.  White,  a  well  known  figure  in  stock  brokerage  and  invest¬ 
ment  security  circles  of  Buffalo,  is  the  head  of  Donald  G.  White  &  Com¬ 
pany,  1711  Liberty  Bank  building.  He  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  investment  security  business  in  this  city  for  a  number  of  years 
and  in  his  present  connection  offers  an  individualized  service  as  broker 
and  distributor  of  investment  securities.  Born  in  Buffalo,  March  9,  1901, 
he  is  a  son  of  Elmer  J.  and  Bertha  (Sloan)  White.  Elmer  J.  White  was 
born  in  Greenfield,  Vermont,  June  19,  1871,  and  now  resides  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  investment  business. 
His  wife  was  born  in  New  York  city,  May  8,  1870. 

Donald  G.  White  graduated  from  high  school  at  Ridgewood,  New 
Jersey,  in  1920,  and  in  1924  received  the  degree  of  Mechanical  Engineer 
from  the  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology  at  Hoboken,  New  Jersey.  He 
was  first  associated  with  the  Empire  Gas  &  Fuel  Company  of  Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma,  as  a  cadet  engineer  for  one  year,  then  came  to  the  Republic 
Light,  Heat  &  Power  Company  of  Buffalo  in  1925,  remaining  in  the  engi¬ 
neering  department  for  six  months.  At  this  juncture,  Mr.  White  decided 
to  enter  another  field  of  activity,  and  accordingly  became  connected  with 
the  Buffalo  branch  of  Henry  L.  Doherty  &  Company  as  a  securities  sales¬ 
man,  in  which  position  he  continued  for  fifteen  months.  He  then  became 
resident  manager  in  this  city  for  Hitt,  Farwell  &  Company,  members  of 
the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  remaining  in  that  connection  for  two  and 
one-half  years.  On  April  1,  1930,  he  was  made  district  manager  for  G.  L. 
Ohrstrom  &  Company  and  on  March  1,  1931,  established  the  present  firm 
of  Donald  G.  White  &  Company.  He  has  a  wide  acquaintance  among 
financial  men  and  investors  throughout  western  New  York  and  enjoys 
high  standing  in  his  field  of  activity. 
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Mr.  White  is  an  active  member  of  the  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  of 
Buffalo,  and  his  political  affiliation  is  with  the  republican  party.  He  is  a 
well  known  Mason,  belonging  to  Levant  Lodge,  No.  967,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Key¬ 
stone  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ;  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T. ;  Buffalo 
Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He 
belongs  to  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  fraternity  and  his  club  memberships 
include  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Meadowbrook  Golf  and  Country 
Club  and  the  Bond  Club  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  is  a  former  secretary  and 
director,  and  is  now  president. 

On  June  25,  1924,  Donald  G.  White  married  Miss  Jessie  Morrison,  the 
ceremony  having  been  performed  at  the  Little  Church  Around  the  Corner 
in  New  York  city.  Mrs.  White  is  a  native  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  and 
a  daughter  of  James  L.  and  Barbara  (West)  Morrison,  who  were  born  in 
Scotland  and  are  now  residents  of  Ridgewood,  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  White 
graduated  from  high  school  at  Ridgewood  in  1920,  and  from  the  New 
Jersey  State  Normal  School  at  Montclair  in  1922,  after  which  she  taught 
school  for  a  period  of  two  years  prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  a  member 
of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church  and  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  two  sons,  born  in  Buffalo,  Donald  G. 
White,  Jr.,  born  April  22,  1928,  and  John  M.  White,  born  June  3,  1930. 
Mr.  White’s  resident  is  at  876  Parkside  avenue. 


ARTHUR  N.  ALLEN 

Arthur  N.  Allen,  of  Niagara  Falls,  one  of  the  successful  realtors  of 
the  Niagara  Frontier,  and  likewise  widely  known  as  a  property  owner 
and  one  of  the  city’s  most  public-spirited  men,  has  also,  in  recent  years, 
come  into  possession  of  the  famous  Temperance  House  at  Niagara  Falls, 
one  of  the  historic  hotels  of  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Allen  was  born  at  Niagara 
Falls,  February  29,  1860,  a  son  of  Henry  T.  and  Louisa  (Dutcher)  Allen. 
His  father  was  born  in  Cambria,  Niagara  county,  August  30,  1826,  and 
died  at  Niagara  Falls,  August  1,  1912.  For  many  years  he  conducted  a 
stationery  store  here.  His  political  support  was  given  the  republican 
party  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  At  Niagara  Falls 
he  married  Louisa  Dutcher,  who  was  born  at  Somerset,  New  York,  April 
30,  1830,  and  died  at  Niagara  Falls  in  April,  1888.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  as  follows :  Iva,  who  is  now  deceased ;  Arthur  N. ; 
Matthew  V.,  now  living  retired  at  Niagara  Falls;  and  Sadie  F.,  who  mar¬ 
ried  George  E.  Russell,  and  died  at  Stamford,  Ontario.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  Arthur  N.  Allen  was  Horatio  Allen,  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
Niagara  county. 

Arthur  N.  Allen  attended  the  public  schools  of  Niagara  Falls,  but  at 
the  age  of  only  twelve  years,  being  under  the  necessity  of  working,  was 
employed  in  his  father’s  stationery  store,  where  he  remained  until  he  was 
twenty-eight  years  old,  following  which  he  engaged  in  various  occupations. 
In  1888  he  entered  the  dry  goods  business  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  so  con- 
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tinued  until  1892,  when  he  started  his  activities  in  the  real  estate  field. 
During  the  subsequent  period  he  has  developed  one  of  the  largest  real 
estate  enterprises  in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  is  rated  as  one  of  the 
community’s  most  extensive  property  holders.  His  office  is  at  306  Elder- 
field  Hartshorn  building,  and  his  residence,  considered  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  city,  is  on  First  street  opposite  the  Niagara  Hotel.  He  is  also 
extensively  engaged  in  the  mortgage  investment  business. 

On  August  18,  1927,  Mr.  Allen  purchased  the  famous  Temperance 
House  at  Niagara  Falls.  This  hotel  was  originally  established  in  1871, 
in  a  small  frame  cottage  on  the  same  site  as  the  present  structure,  and 
has  been  steadily  enlarged  until  it  is  one  of  the  most  modern  fireproof 
hotels  in  Niagara  Falls,  having  two  hundred  and  fifty  guest  rooms.  Mr. 
Allen  paid  a  half  million  dollars  for  this  property.  The  lot  upon  which 
the  hotel  stands  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  feet  in  frontage  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two  feet  in  depth,  the  hotel  structure  covering  the 
entire  area.  Every  modern  accommodation  for  the  traveler  is  incor¬ 
porated  in  this  hotel,  the  equipment  is  most  modern  and  attractive,  and 
the  popularity  of  the  Temperance  House  is  well  merited  in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a  republican  in  his  political  faith,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church  of  Niagara  Falls.  He  belongs  to  the 
Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce,  also  the  City  Development  Company 
of  this  city. 

On  November  18,  1896,  at  Niagara  Falls,  Mr.  Allen  was  married  to 
Miss  Eva  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  both  of 
whom  are  now  deceased.  Samuel  Taylor  was  depot  master  for  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company  at  Niagara  Falls.  Mrs.  Allen  died  March  3,  1929,  and 
is  survived  by  her  husband  and  four  children.  Elna  L.  Allen,  residing 
with  her  father,  is  a  graduate  dietitian,  and  is  assistant  manager  of  the 
Temperance  House.  She  was  formerly  manager  of  the  Statler  cafeteria 
at  Detroit,  Michigan.  Norma  Allen,  residing  with  her  father,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Niagara  Falls  high  school.  Henry  T.  Allen,  who  is  the  manager 
of  the  Temperance  House,  attended  DeVeaux  College  at  Niagara  Falls  for 
seven  years,  also  attended  Blair  University,  and  the  Nichols  School  of 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Arthur  N.  Allen,  Jr.,  who  attended  DeVeaux  College 
and  Blair  University,  is  now  a  student  at  Rensselaer  College  of  Troy, 
New  York. 


GUSTAVE  J.  WEIL 

Gustave  J.  Weil,  whose  death  occurred  December  6,  1930,  in  Pforz¬ 
heim,  Germany,  while  he  was  abroad  on  a  business  trip,  was  one  of  Buf¬ 
falo’s  well  known  and  successful  business  men.  He  had  been  identified 
with  the  business  interests  of  the  city  for  over  fifty  years  and  as  the 
founder  and  head  of  the  Electric  City  Box  Company  was  one  of  the  well 
known  manufacturers  of  the  country  in  his  line.  Mr.  Weil  was  born  in 
Buffalo,  November  28,  1864,  a  son  of  Moritz  and  Regina  (Silberberg) 
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Weil.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Ihringen,  Germany,  and  died  in 
Buffalo,  July  1,  1892,  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  wine  business  in  this 
city,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Beth  Zion  Temple.  His  wife,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  passed  away  in  New  York  city. 

Gustave  J.  Weil  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age,  after  which  he  worked  in  a  photograph  gallery  at  a 
wage  of  seventy-five  cents  per  week.  Shortly  thereafter,  however,  he  be¬ 
came  a  clerk  in  the  clothing  store  of  Bronner  Brothers,  which  position  he 
filled  for  two  years.  Then  for  another  two  years  he  was  a  traveling 
salesman  for  the  firm  of  L.  Marcus  &  Son,  following  which  he  spent  a 
year  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  Frank  Springfels  Jewelry  Box  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company  of  Buffalo.  Later  he  became  a  partner  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  Springfels  &  Weil  for  about 
three  years,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period  Mr.  Weil  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  associate.  Operations  were  continued  under  the  name  of 
J.  M.  Weil  &  Brothers  at  the  corner  of  Huron  and  Ellicott  streets,  but 
eventually  Gustave  J.  Weil  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  formed  the  Elec¬ 
tric  City  Box  Company,  in  1909,  being  the  principal  owner.  The  business 
was  first  located  on  the  Terrace  and  was  later  moved  to  Broadway,  where 
it  remained  many  years,  after  which  removal  was  made  to  the  present 
quarters  in  the  Snyder  building  on  Oak  street.  The  Electric  City  Box 
Company  was  incorporated  January  1,  1930,  with  Mr.  Weil  as  president; 
his  son,  Lawrence  M.  Weil,  as  vice  president  and  treasurer;  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Herbert  I.  Koshland,  as  secretary.  The  company  manufactures 
and  imports  all  types  of  jewelry  boxes,  and  Mr.  Weil’s  constant  aim  was 
to  establish  its  product  on  the  highest  basis.  He  took  a  been  delight  in 
selling  good,  honest  merchandise  and  his  success  was  the  result  of  straight¬ 
forward  business  methods.  He  was  regarded  as  an  excellent  type  of  Buf¬ 
falo’s  best  citizenship  and  as  a  strong  and  able  business  man. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1890,  Mr.  Weil  was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Rein¬ 
man  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  where  she  was  reared,  educated  and  mar¬ 
ried.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weil  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
Maurice  L.  Weil,  the  eldest  son,  graduated  in  law  from  Cornell  University, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  youngest 
practicing  attorney  in  Buffalo,  his  native  city.  He  completed  his  four- 
year  course  at  Cornell  in  three  years  and  was  obliged  to  wait  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority  in  order  to  be  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York 
state.  Lawrence  M.,  second  of  the  family,  born  in  New  York  city,  April 
27,  1894,  is  mentioned  at  length  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mar¬ 
guerite,  born  August  30,  1897,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Lafayette  high 
school  of  Buffalo,  married  Herbert  I.  Koshland,  a  native  of  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Electric  City  Box  Company  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  a  daughter,  Madelon  Koshland. 

Mr.  Weil  gave  his  political  support  to  the  republican  party  and  was  a 
member  of  Temple  Beth  Zion  of  Buffalo.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason, 
having  a  life  membership  in  Parish  Lodge,  No.  292,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he 
belonged  to  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.,  and  to  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
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Mystic  Shrine.  His  name  was  also  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  Monte- 
fiore  Club  of  Buffalo.  Twice  a  year,  Mr.  Weil  combined  business  with 
pleasure  by  going  abroad,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  it  was  on  a  trip 
of  this  character  that  he  passed  away.  Mrs.  Weil  has  membership  in 
Temple  Beth  Zion  and  resides  in  the  family  home  at  142  Bidwell  parkway. 


REV.  LESTER  A.  KILPATRICK 

Choosing  the  high  vocation  followed  by  his  father,  Dr.  Lester  A.  Kil¬ 
patrick  is  devoting  his  efforts  to  the  spread  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
faith  and  since  1926  has  engaged  in  pastoral  work  in  Buffalo.  Born  in 
South  Canaan,  Pennsylvania,  February  17,  1886,  he  is  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Egbert  Kilpatrick  and  a  grandson  of  George  and  Ann  (Follett)  Kilpatrick, 
who  were  natives  of  Roxbury,  New  York.  They  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
settling  on  a  farm  situated  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Shehawken,  where  both 
passed  away.  Their  son,  Rev.  Egbert  Kilpatrick,  was  born  in  Roxbury, 
August  23,  1855,  and  in  young  manhood  entered  the  ministry.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  zealous  worker  in  behalf  of  the  Methodist  Church,  filling 
pastorates  in  eastern  New  York  and  central  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now 
living  retired  in  Oneonta,  Otsego  county,  New  York.  In  politics  he  is  non¬ 
partisan,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  judgment,  and  has  ever 
supported  those  movements  which  make  for  civic  progress  and  improve¬ 
ment  and  for  the  uplift  of  the  individual.  His  wife,  Elma  (Stanton)  Kil¬ 
patrick,  was  born  at  Lake  Shehawken,  August  18,  1855,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Emeline  (Roberts)  Stanton,  who  were  lifelong  residents  of 
that  place,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 

Rev.  Lester  A.  Kilpatrick  supplemented  his  public  school  education 
by  attendance  at  the  Oxford  (N.  Y.)  Academy,  after  which  he  went  to 
the  anthracite  region  of  Pennsylvania  with  a  party  of  mining  engineers. 
Abandoning  a  business  career,  he  made  preparation  for  the  work  of  the 
ministry  by  completing  the  conference  course  of  theological  studies  and 
by  taking  non-resident  work  in  various  universities.  In  1914  he  joined 
the  Wyoming  Conference  and  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  1916  and  an 
elder  in  1918.  His  first  pastorate  was  at  Springville,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  spent  the  period  from  1914  until  1916,  and  for  three  years  thereafter 
he  had  charge  of  the  Bennett  Memorial  Church  at  Wilkes-Barre,  that  state. 
In  1919  he  was  transferred  to  Forty  Fort,  Pennsylvania,  there  remaining 
until  1926,  when  he  was  called  to  Buffalo,  and  has  since  occupied  the  pul¬ 
pit  of  the  Central  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was  organized 
in  1894.  For  many  years  the  congregation  worshipped  in  a  chapel  at 
216  Beard  avenue  and  on  this  site  the  new  church  was  erected  in  1923 
and  dedicated  in  the  spring  of  that  year.  It  is  a  beautiful  and  imposing 
structure,  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  religious  edifices  in  the  city.  The 
entire  church  property,  including  the  parsonage,  is  valued  at  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  church  has  steadily  forged  ahead  until  it  stands 
today  among  the  leaders  in  the  denomination.  It  has  a  membership  of 
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over  eleven  hundred,  and  nine  hundred  and  fifty  pupils  are  enrolled  in  the 
Sunday  school  maintained  by  the  church.  A  capable  administrator  of 
church  affairs,  Dr.  Kilpatrick  is  successfully  carrying  forward  the  work 
of  his  predecessors.  A  spirit  of  harmonious  cooperation  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  in  all  branches  of  church  work  and  a  strong  bond  of  sympathy 
unites  pastor  and  people. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1908,  Dr.  Kilpatrick  was  married  in  Bainbridge, 
Chenango  county,  New  York,  to  Miss  Ethel  Bentley,  a  daughter  of  C. 
Fremont  and  Juvia  (Francisco)  Bentley,  who  were  lifelong  residents  of 
the  town,  where  the  father  conducted  business  as  a  retail  grocer.  Mrs, 
Kilpatrick  pursued  her  studies  in  Bainbridge  until  her  graduation  from 
high  school.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  three  chil¬ 
dren :  Richard  Stanton,  who  was  born  May  14,  1911;  Robert  Lester,  born 
August  22,  1920;  and  Jean,  born  August  30,  1925. 

Dr.  Kilpatrick  enjoys  outdoor  life  and  takes  a  keen  interest  in  athletic 
sports.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Mercer  Club 
of  Buffalo,  and  is  also  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Warren  Lodge,  No.  240, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  at  Montrose,  Pennsylvania.  When  he  entered  the  ministry  he 
gave  his  whole  heart  to  the  work  and  his  labors  have  been  effective  forces 
in  promoting  the  spiritual  welfare  of  those  who  have  come  under  his  guid¬ 
ance. 


MERTON  M.  WILNER 

Merton  M.  Wilner,  the  author  of  this  history  of  the  Niagara  Frontier, 
has  been  a  writer  and  editor  in  the  Buffalo  newspaper  field  for  the  last 
forty  years. 

He  was  born  at  Portage,  Livingston  county,  New  York,  on  May  2,  1867. 
After  preparatory  education  at  Nunda,  New  York,  he  attended  Cornell 
University  for  two  years  as  an  optional  student,  specializing  chiefly  in 
history. 

Mr.  Wilner  began  newspaper  work  in  September,  1887,  on  the  Bing¬ 
hamton  (N.  Y.)  Republican,  doing  general  reporting  and  writing  editorial 
paragraphs.  In  October,  1890,  he  became  an  editorial  writer  on  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Express.  In  1926  he  transferred  to  the  Buffalo  Evening  News. 

Outside  daily  newspaper  articles,  Mr.  Wilner  has  published  the  Erie 
county  chapter  in  Official  New  York  from  Cleveland  to  Hughes;  Popular 
History  of  the  War;  The  Turk  in  History  (serial);  Buffalo  article  in 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica ;  The  Story  of  Buffalo,  and  articles  in  the  Review 
of  Reviews,  Collier’s,  Watch-Tower  section  of  New  York  Sunday  Times, 
Financial  Post  (Toronto),  and  other  magazines  and  newspapers. 

Mr.  Wilner  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  New  York 
State  Historical  Association,  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  Foreign 
Policy  Association,  Cornell  Club,  Scriptores,  National  Geographic  Society. 

The  marriage  of  Merton  M.  Wilner  and  Edith  Lucile  Whitehead  oc- 
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curred  on  May  13,  1890.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilner  have  three  children: 
Dorothy  E.  (Mrs.  Wallace  C.  Forbush)  ;  Ortha  L.  (Ortha  L.  Wilner,  Ph. 
D.,  Latin  faculty,  University  of  Chicago)  ;  Margia  C.  (Mrs.  Carlton  C. 
Proctor) .  There  are  three  grandchildren,  Wallace  C.  Forbush  and  Edith 
G.  and  Ann  W.  Proctor. 

Mr.  Wilner’s  home  is  at  No.  164  Woodward  avenue,  Buffalo. 


EVAN  HOLLISTER 

Admitted  to  the  bar  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  years,  Evan 
Hollister  has  since  practiced  in  Buffalo,  his  native  city,  and  is  one  of  the 
able  members  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Locke,  Babcock,  Hollister  & 
Brown,  with  offices  in  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders  building.  He  was 
born  April  28,  1875,  a  son  of  Frank  M.  and  Mary  J.  (Evans)  Hollister, 
who  were  also  natives  of  this  city.  The  Hollister  family  is  of  English 
origin  and  among  its  early  representatives  in  this  country  was  Captain 
John  Hollister,  of  Glastonbury,  Connecticut.  James  Hollister,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  Evan  Hollister,  was  one  of  twelve  children  and  remained  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  his  native  state,  until  1836,  when  he  removed  to  Buffalo.  As  a 
pioneer  business  man  and  financier  he  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality 
upon  the  early  history  of  the  city  and  during  the  ’50s  founded  the  Hollister 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  was  president.  His  fine  residence  on  Niagara 
square  was  one  of  the  show  places  of  the  city  and  became  the  property 
of  President  Fillmore  in  1858.  Subsequently  the  building  was  demolished 
and  the  site  upon  which  it  stood  is  now  occupied  by  the  Hotel  Statler. 

Frank  M.  Hollister,  a  son  of  James  Hollister,  was  well  known  as  a 
journalist,  serving  for  many  years  as  associate  editor  of  the  Buffalo  Com¬ 
mercial.  He  was  born  November  28,  1843,  and  was  seventy-two  years  of 
age  at  his  death,  January  16,  1916.  His  brother,  Edward  P.  Hollister, 
was  an  officer  in  the  Union  Army,  serving  as  lieutenant  colonel  of  a  Massa¬ 
chusetts  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  James  C.  Evans,  the  maternal 
grandfather  of  Evan  Hollister,  came  to  Buffalo  from  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land,  in  1828  and  later  engaged  in  the  lake  freighting  business  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  son,  Edward  T.,  under  the  style  of  J.  C.  &  E.  T.  Evans. 
They  were  the  original  owners  of  the  Anchor  Line  of  boats  and  built 
The  Merchant,  the  first  iron  freighter  in  operation  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
It  was  in  1870  that  they  established  the  Anchor  Line,  which  was  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  family  until  the  death  of  James  C.  Evans  in  1899,  when  it 
was  purchased  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  which  subse¬ 
quently  sold  the  business  to  W.  J.  Connors,  the  owner  of  the  Great  Lakes 
Transit  Corporation.  There  were  two  children  in  the  family  of  Frank  M. 
and  Mary  J.  (Evans)  Hollister.  The  daughter,  Ethel,  became  the  wife 
of  George  H.  Chisholm,  who  is  now  president  of  the  Atlas  Steel  Casting 
Company  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  three  children,  Eleanor,  Robert  K. 
and  Leslie. 

The  son,  Evan  Hollister,  mastered  the  branches  of  learning  taught  in 
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the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  following  the  completion  of  his  high 
school  course  in  1893  entered  Harvard  University,  which  awarded  him 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1897.  He  was  next  a  law  student  in  the 
University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
Law  School  class  of  1899,  and  qualified  for  practice  in  New  York  state 
in  the  same  year.  Locating  in  Buffalo,  he  entered  upon  his  professional 
career  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Moot,  Sprague,  Brownell  &  Marcy  and 
maintained  this  connection  until  1904.  At  that  time  John  G.  Milburn, 
of  the  law  firm  of  Rogers,  Locke  &  Milburn,  removed  to  New  York  city, 
and  Mr.  Hollister  became  a  member  of  this  firm,  which  then  became 
Rogers,  Locke  &  Babcock.  He  continued  in  active  practice  until  his 
enlistment  for  service  in  the  World  war  and  after  intensive  training  at 
Fort  Niagara  won  a  captaincy  in  November,  1917.  He  served  for  nine 
months  in  France  with  the  Three  Hundred  and  Second  Regiment  of 
United  States  Field  Artillery  and  received  his  discharge  in  May,  1919. 
He  resumed  his  legal  work  in  Buffalo  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Locke, 
Babcock,  Spratt  &  Hollister,  the  present  name  of  the  firm  being  Locke, 
Babcock,  Hollister  &  Brown.  Mr.  Hollister  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  a  partner  in  one  of  the  foremost  law  firms  of  this  part  of  the  state 
and  has  long  been  engaged  in  the  trial  and  appeal  of  cases. 

Mr.  Hollister  was  married  April  21,  1904,  to  Miss  Ruth  Albright,  who 
is  a  daughter  of  John  J.  Albright.  Her  higher  education  was  obtained  in 
Smith  College,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1900.  The  children  of  this 
marriage  are :  Mary,  who  completed  her  studies  in  Smith  College  by 
graduation  with  the  class  of  1929;  and  Evan,  Jr.,  who  entered  the  engi¬ 
neering  department  of  Cornell  University  in  1928. 

Although  not  an  office  seeker,  he  is  well  informed  on  political  matters 
and  in  1916  managed  the  campaign  of  Robert  Bacon,  who  was  then  a 
candidate  for  United  States  senator.  In  religious  work  he  is  active  as 
the  present  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Church,  of  which  members  of  his  family  have  long  been  faithful  adherents, 
and  his  grandfather  was  one  of  its  founders.  During  his  student  days 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Harvard  track  team,  achieving  prominence  as  an 
athlete,  and  still  holds  the  half-mile  record  at  Harvard.  He  was  also  the 
winner  of  this  event  in  the  intercollegiate  track  games  for  three  years 
in  succession,  beginning  in  1895,  and  held  the  intercollegiate  half-mile 
record.  He  keeps  in  close  touch  with  his  college  associates  through  his 
connection  with  the  Associated  Harvard  Clubs,  of  which  he  was  president 
in  1927.  While  in  college  he  was  a  member  of  the  “Dickey,”  the  Delta 
Phi  Club,  and  the  Hasty  Pudding  Club  of  Harvard.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Graduates  Club  and  the  Harvard  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Saturn 
Club  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  was  dean  in  1914,  and  the  Harvard  Alumni 
Association,  which  numbers  him  among  its  directors.  He  joined  the 
Niagara  Falls  Country  Club  at  the  time  it  acquired  the  James  C.  Evans 
farm  on  Lewiston  Heights,  comprising  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  which 
had  been  originally  purchased  from  the  state  of  New  York  in  1812  by 
Jacob  Townsend,  whose  daughter  became  the  wife  of  James  C.  Evans, 


550 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


who  resided  on  the  farm  during-  the  summer  seasons  until  his  death  in 
1899.  Mr.  Hollister  also  belongs  to  the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the 
Boone  &  Crockett  Club  of  New  York  city  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy  and  is 
serving-  on  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society. 
Formerly  he  was  chairman  of  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  National  Security 
League,  and  has  been  chairman  of  various  committees  of  the  New  York 
State  Bar  Association.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar 
Association,  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  Although  active  in  many 
organizations  of  various  kinds,  Mr.  Hollister  never  neglects  his  practice, 
in  which  his  interest  centers. 


BUFFALO  COUNCIL,  No.  184,  KNIGHTS  OF  COLUMBUS 

Buffalo  Council,  No.  184,  Knights  of  Columbus,  which  has  been  since 
the  institution  of  the  order  the  only  council  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  in 
Buffalo,  came  into  being  in  August,  1896,  only  a  few  years  after  the 
order  was  born  in  New  Haven.  Much  had  been  heard  in  Buffalo  of  the 
new  Catholic  lay  fraternity  and  there  had  been  discussion  betimes  as  to 
application  for  a  charter  in  this  city.  It  remained  for  Dr.  James  J. 
Mooney  to  take  the  initiative.  Dr.  Mooney  made  trips  to  New  York  and 
New  Haven,  where  he  took  up  the  matter  of  the  formation  of  a  council 
in  Buffalo  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  Informed  as  to  the  obligations 
involved,  Dr.  Mooney  returned  to  this  city  and  gathered  about  him  a  group 
of  friends  who  were  interested  in  the  project. 

The  result  was  the  institution,  in  the  late  summer  of  1896,  of  the  local 
council.  Officers  and  a  degree  team  of  Rochester  Council,  No.  178,  came 
to  Buffalo  and  installed  the  new  organization. 

The  forty-nine  charter  members  of  Buffalo  Council  who  received  the 
three  degrees  of  the  order  on  that  occasion — and  who  since  have  been 
known  as  the  “Forty-niners” — were:  John  L.  Ahern,  John  W.  Brown,  John 
F.  Burke,  Thomas  C.  Burke,  Edward  C.  Callanan,  James  A.  Campbell, 
William  J.  Candee,  Patrick  J.  Carey,  Hubert  J.  Carpenter,  John  F.  Coch¬ 
rane,  Patrick  H.  Cochrane,  John  Coon,  John  T.  Coonan,  Cornelius  Cough¬ 
lin,  Maurice  Courtney,  Thomas  F.  Crowley,  Dr.  John  J.  Cullinan,  John  R. 
De  Barry,  Andrew  B.  Differ,  Joseph  W.  Dooley,  James  V.  Dooling,  Dr. 
Thomas  F.  Dwyer,  Charles  J.  Fix,  Godfrey  M.  Frohe,  Joseph  E.  Gavin, 
William  F.  Gaynor,  Michael  J.  Healy,  Patrick  J.  Kelly,  Daniel  J.  Kene- 
fick,  Frank  J.  Killeen,  Henry  W.  Killeen,  John  H.  Lascelles,  James  F. 
Loftus,  William  H.  Love,  John  J.  Manion,  Thomas  J.  Martin,  Dr.  James  J. 
Mooney,  Daniel  V.  Murphy,  Hubert  F.  Murray,  Thomas  G.  J.  O’Brian, 
Charles  L.  O’Connor,  William  A.  Rose,  John  T.  Ryan,  John  W.  Ryan[ 
Dr.  Walter  L.  Savage,  Peter  P.  Seereiter,  Dennis  W.  Seymour,  Matthew 
Swan,  Charles  J.  Warner. 

These  officers  of  the  council  were  chosen  for  the  first  year:  grand 
knight,  Joseph  E.  Gavin;  deputy  grand  knight,  Peter  P.  Seereiter;  chan- 
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cellor,  Godfrey  M.  Frohe;  recording  secretary,  John  W.  Brown;  financial 
secretary,  John  J.  Manion ;  treasurer,  James  A.  Campbell;  lecturer,  Pat¬ 
rick  J.  Carey;  advocate,  Henry  W.  Killeen;  warden,  John  W.  Ryan;  inside 
guard,  Charles  J.  Warner;  outside  guard,  Walter  L.  Savage;  council  phy¬ 
sician,  Dr.  James  J.  Mooney;  trustees,  Michael  J.  Healy,  John  H.  Las- 
celles,  Patrick  H.  Cochrane. 

Of  the  forty-nine  charter  members,  fifteen  are  still  numbered  in  the 
roster  of  Buffalo  Council,  the  others  having  died  or  transferred  their 
affiliations.  The  surviving  “Forty-niners”  are:  John  F.  Burke,  Thomas 
C.  Burke,  Edward  C.  Callanan,  John  F.  Cochrane,  Joseph  W.  Dooley,  Dr. 
Thomas  F.  Dwyer,  Godfrey  M.  Frohe,  Daniel  J.  Kenefick,  Henry  W.  Kil¬ 
leen,  James  F.  Loftus,  John  J.  Manion,  Dr.  James  J.  Mooney,  Charles  L. 
O’Connor,  William  A.  Rose,  Dennis  W.  Seymour. 

The  grand  knights  in  succeeding  years  were :  Peter  P.  Seereiter,  1897 ; 
Godfrey  M.  Frohe,  1898,  1899;  John  F.  Cochrane,  1900,  1901,  1902;  John 
J.  Manion,  1903,  1904;  Max  J.  Beierl,  1905;  Maurice  M.  Wall,  1907;  John 

L.  Ahern,  1908,  1909;  Joseph  A.  Wechter,  1910;  John  T.  Ryan,  1911; 
Frederic  Bennett,  1912;  Orson  E.  Yeager,  1913,  1914,  1915;  Patrick  H. 
Cochrane,  1916,  1917,  1918;  Thomas  H.  Hennessey,  1918,  1919;  Austin  J. 
Roche,  1919,  1920;  John  V.  Maloney,  1920,  1922;  James  J.  Cuff,  1922, 
1923;  John  V.  Naber,  1923,  1926;  Charles  J.  Kennedy,  1926,  1927;  Frank 

M.  Davis,  1927,  1929;  Joseph  J.  Feist,  1929-. 

During  its  first  years  Buffalo  Council,  K.  C.,  occupied  temporary 
quarters  in  several  locations  in  the  down-town  district,  finally  in  1900  tak¬ 
ing  up  its  residence  in  the  Catholic  Institute  building  at  Main  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  streets.  There  during  the  years  between  1900  and  1916  the  council 
developed  greatly  until  it  reached  a  membership  of  upwards  of  one  thou¬ 
sand. 

Great  stress  was  laid  on  the  obligations  of  charity  in  the  work  of  the 
council  in  its  early  days,  as  today.  Time  and  again,  as  during  the  Austin 
and  the  Ohio  floods,  the  San  Francisc’o  earthquake  and  fire  and  in  numer¬ 
ous  other  catastrophes  of  a  national  character  the  council  raised  large 
sums  for  relief  work.  Locally  its  “Big  Brothers”  functioned  quietly  and 
without  publicity,  ministering  to  the  needy  of  all  races  and  creeds  at 
Christmas  and  other  times  of  the  year. 

During  the  years  that  the  Council  had  its  headquarters  in  the  Catho¬ 
lic  Institute  building  it  had,  as  its  operating  organization,  the  Union 
Club,  under  which  many  pleasant  features  of  club  life  were  made  avail¬ 
able  to  the  members,  However,  as  the  local  body  grew  in  keeping  with 
the  growth  of  the  national  organization  it  was  seen  that  larger  quarters 
would  be  necessary.  So  about  1913  the  movement  was  launched  that  led 
to  the  present  splendid  Delaware  avenue  home  of  the  council. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Grand  Knight  Orson  E.  Yeager,  Patrick  H. 
Cochrane  and  others,  the  membership  underwrote  bonds  to  permit  the 
purchase  of  the  beautiful  Chilion  M.  Farrar  home  in  Delaware  avenue — 
a  home  that  was  one  of  the  finest  in  Buffalo,  containing  woodwork,  can¬ 
delabra,  mirrors  and  other  decorative  features  that  could  not  be  dupli- 


552 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


cated  today.  The  new  clubhouse  was  built  in  a  manner  that  would  not 
destroy  the  beauty  and  durability  of  the  interior  of  the  Farrar  home.  The 
result,  when  the  clubhouse  was  opened  in  1916,  was  that  Buffalo  Knights 
of  Columbus  had  a  home  that  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 

Operated  by  a  new  holding  organization,  created  in  1916,  the  Catholic 
Club  of  Buffalo,  Inc.,  the  clubhouse  affords  all  recreational,  educational 
and  other  facilities  that  are  available — a  large  auditorium  that  is  avail¬ 
able  for  public  gatherings  as  well  as  for  council  activities,  beautiful  lounge 
rooms,  gymnasium,  plunge,  steam  rooms,  library,  dining  rooms,  music 
room,  billiard  room,  etc.  On  the  third  floor  are  fifty-two  sleeping  rooms, 
practically  all  of  which  have  been  occupied  by  resident  members  since 
the  beginning. 

As  the  World  war  and  the  good  record  in  France  and  America  of  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  gave  great  impetus  to  membership  in  the  order, 
Buffalo  Council  developed  greatly  in  1918  and  1919,  with  the  result  that 
there  now  are  nearly  four  thousand  members  of  the  organization.  As 
the  membership  grew,  so  grew  its  interest  in  many  activities  of  a  frater¬ 
nal  nature  and  its  influence  in  the  community. 

In  1919  Buffalo  Council  was  honored  by  the  visit  of  Cardinal  Mercier, 
the  war  hero-priest  of  Belgium,  who  with  his  own  hands  planted  a  tree 
on  the  lawn  before  the  clubhouse.  When  the  new  flagpole  was  raised  on 
Flay  Day,  1930,  a  memorial  plaque  was  placed  on  the  tree  by  Grand 
Knight  Joseph  J.  Feist. 

The  year  1925  was  another  memorable  year  for  Buffalo  Knights  of 
Columbus.  It  was  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  here  of  the  state  conven¬ 
tion,  bringing  members  of  the  order  from  all  over  New  York  state.  John 
V.  Naber,  the  then  grand  knight  of  the  Council,  later  was  for  three  terms 
state  deputy  of  the  order. 

Chief  among  the  activities  of  Buffalo  Council  in  recent  years  has  been 
its  Knights  of  Columbus  Welfare  and  Relief  Association,  which  carries 
on  throughout  the  year  in  essential  work  of  the  kind  suggested  by  its 
title.  Much  other  work  of  a  helpful  nature  has  been  sponsored  by  the 
council  during  its  existence.  It  has  aided  many  poor  students  to  educa¬ 
tions,  and  not  only  cooperated  largely  in  the  campaign  that  made  possible 
the  Canisius  College  extension,  but  later  created  a  scholarship  in  the 
college  from  its  state  convention  fund. 

For  the  last  two  years  the  council  has  sponsored  a  winter-time  pro¬ 
gram  each  Sunday  on  Radio  Station  WGR  of  the  Buffalo  Broadcasting 
Corporation,  during  which  prominent  Catholic  clergymen  have  discussed 
informatively  matters  of  religious  interest  and  importance.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  Dr.  James  J.  Mooney,  founder  of  the  council  and  long  its 
lecturer,  conducted  lecture  courses  of  this  kind,  either  in  the  clubhouse 
or  in  one  of  the  theaters  of  the  city.  A  memorable  occasion  was  that  in 
1926  when  under  Dr.  Mooney’s  direction  the  late  Bishop  Charles  H.  Brent, 
Episcopal  bishop  of  Buffalo,  spoke  on  League  of  Nations  anti-narcotic 
work  in  the  Knights  of  Columbus  auditorium  at  a  meeting  attended  by 
clergymen  of  all  denominations. 
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Buffalo  Council  long  has  taken,  and  continues  to  take  an  active,  vigor¬ 
ous  interest  in  work  for  boys  and  in  all  other  activities  of  a  semi-civic 
nature.  Buffalo  Assembly,  fourth  degree,  cooperates  with  the  council 
in  many  of  these  activities  that  are  of  a  patriotic  nature.  The  great  cross 
that  stands  at  Fort  Niagara,  looking  out  over  Lake  Ontario  in  memory 
of  the  first  mass  sung  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  by  a  French  missionary 
father,  in  1679,  was  erected  by  the  Knights  of  Columbus  of  the  fourth 
degree,  as  have  been  many  other  landmarks  of  a  historical  nature  in 
western  New  York. 

The  present  officers  of  Buffalo  Council  include :  grand  knight,  Joseph 
J.  Feist;  deputy  grand  knight,  Cornelius  E.  O’Rourke;  chancellor,  Kevin 
Killeen;  recording  secretary,  Joseph  J.  Watts;  financial  secretary,  Mat¬ 
thew  V.  Doyle;  treasurer,  Peter  J.  Murrett;  lecturer,  Joseph  T.  Gerling; 
advocate,  Thomas  J.  O’Donnell;  warden,  John  J.  Davy;  inside  guard, 
Richard  B.  Manning ;  outside  guard,  Patrick  J.  Mangan ;  council  physician, 
Dr.  Thomas  F.  Dwyer;  chaplain,  Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  Edmund  J.  Britt; 
trustees,  Thomas  H.  Delaney,  Herbert  J.  Beierl,  Walter  E.  Trautman. 

The  officers  of  the  Catholic  Club,  of  Buffalo,  Inc.,  chosen  from  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  Buffalo  Council,  are:  Grand  Knight  Joseph  J.  Feist,  president; 
Edwin  E.  Healy,  president  pro-tem;  Philip  H.  Gerhard,  secretary  and  trea¬ 
surer;  directors,  Vincent  J.  Campagna,  Anthony  J.  Canney,  John  J.  Dolan, 
Joseph  L.  Downing,  Richard  J.  Herdlein,  Raymond  P.  Hoen,  Felix  J.  Mc- 
Ternan,  Vincent  A.  O’Brien,  Frank  E.  O’Connor,  John  R.  O’Toole,  Thomas 
J.  O’Rourke,  George  F.  Pfeiffer,  Michael  J.  Seereiter. 

Officers  of  Buffalo  Assembly,  fourth  degree,  are :  navigator,  Cornelius 
E.  O’Rourke;  captain,  Edward  J.  Henesey;  admiral,  William  H.  Ryan; 
pilot,  Hugh  V.  Gragan ;  comptroller,  William  A.  Rose;  friar,  the  Rev. 
Henry  B.  Laudenbach ;  inner  sentinel,  Fred  T.  McEvoy;  outer  sentinel, 
John  R.  O’Toole. 


MICHAEL  T.  SULLIVAN 

As  a  member  of  the  legal  profession  of  Buffalo,  Michael  T.  Sullivan 
has  gained  a  place  of  prestige  among  the  younger  attorneys.  He  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law,  specializing  in  corporation  work, 
and  has  his  offices  at  415  Walbridge  building,  where  he  is  at  present  associ¬ 
ated  with  Ernest  E.  Cavagnaro.  In  addition  to  his  professional  activities, 
Mr.  Sullivan  has  engaged  extensively  in  business  affairs  of  Buffalo  and  is 
an  officer  and  a  director  of  the  Niagara  Mortgage  Corporation,  which  he 
organized  in  1921.  He  is  official  counsel  for  a  number  of  other  corpora¬ 
tions. 

Michael  Thomas  Sullivan  was  born  in  Buffalo,  December  2,  1893,  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Georgina  (Hulme)  Sullivan.  His  father  died  at  Buffalo, 
April  25,  1922.  His  mother  is  living  at  515  Lafayette  avenue,  Buffalo. 

Michael  T.  Sullivan  finished  his  grade  school  education  at  public  school 
No.  2,  and  in  1911  graduated  from  Canisius  high  school.  He  then  took 
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up  his  higher  studies  at  Canisius  College,  and  received  from  this  institu¬ 
tion  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1915,  and  the  Master  of  Arts  in  1916. 
Having  selected  the  law  as  his  life’s  work,  Mr.  Sullivan  entered  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Buffalo  Law  School,  where  he  obtained  his  Bachelor  of  Law 
degree  in  1918,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  March, 
1919.  He  immediately  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  which  he  has 
continued  to  the  present.  He  is  engaged  in  conducting  litigation  of  gen¬ 
eral  character,  but  specializes  in  corporation  cases.  At  one  time,  Mr. 
Sullivan  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Sullivan  &  Harrington  in  the 
Ellicott  Square  building,  and  was  subsequently  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Sullivan,  Darlich  &  Cavagnaro.  He  represents  several  large  corporations 
as  counsel,  and  in  1921  he  organized  the  Niagara  Mortgage  Corporation, 
of  which  he  is  now  president  and  treasurer. 

Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  and  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association.  He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member 
of  the  Holy  Angels  Roman  Catholic  Church.  During  the  World  war,  he 
was  associated  with  a  branch  of  the  United  States  Naval  Intelligence  De¬ 
partment,  traveling  out  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a  fourth  degree  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Lodge  of  the 
Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks ;  the  Buffalo  Exchange  Club,  of  which 
he  is  past  president;  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club;  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club;  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  has  been 
chairman  of  the  taxation  committee  for  three  years ;  the  American  Legion ; 
the  Lake  Ki  Osh  Ko  Qui  Camp  Club  of  New  York  city;  and  the  Wig 
Warn  Club  of  Ontario,  Canada. 

On  September  21,  1921,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  married  to  Kath¬ 
erine  F.  Carnivale,  who  is  a  graduate  physician  and  a  specialist  in  tuber¬ 
culosis.  Mrs.  Sullivan  was  born  in  Italy,  a  daughter  of  Michael  Carni¬ 
vale,  now  of  Buffalo.  She  graduated  at  the  old  Central  high  school,  and 
then  studied  medicine  at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  from  which  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  She  is  a  member  of  both  the 
county  and  the  state  medical  societies,  and  belongs  to  the  New  York  State 
and  the  Buffalo  women’s  societies,  also  is  a  communicant  of  the  Holy 
Angels  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons,  namely:  Joseph  M.,  born  January  10,  1923,  and  Michael  T., 
Jr.,  born  July  31,  1929. 


JAMES  E.  WILSON 

One  of  the  prominent  traffic  men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  James  E. 
Wilson,  who  is  a  vice  president  and  a  director  of  the  Larkin  Company  of 
Buffalo,  and  who  acquired  his  thorough  knowledge  of  traffic  and  freight 
operation  during  many  years  of  railroad  experience  before  assuming  his 
present  affiliation.  His  ability  received  national  recognition  during  the 
war  period  of  1917-18,  when  the  Larkin  Company  released  him  to  the  fed¬ 
eral  railroad  administration,  in  the  service  of  which  he  was  for  eighteen 


S 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


557 


months  a  shippers’  representative  and  member  of  the  traffic  committee. 

James  E.  Wilson  was  born  in  Branch  county,  Michigan,  August  13, 
1883,  a  son  of  H.  Homer  R.  and  Sarah  Abigal  (Scofield)  Wilson.  H.  Homer 
R.  Wilson  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  died  in  Branch  county  in  1887.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation ;  a  republican  in  politics ;  and  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Sarah  Abigal  (Scofield)  Wilson,  daughter  of  Sarah 
Maria  Wright  Scofield  and  Alanson  Scofield,  was  born  January  10,  1851,  at 
Augusta,  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan,  and  now  resides  in  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Sarah  Maria  Wright  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Ira  Wright  and  Sarah  Maria 
Mack  was  born  March  12,  1817  at  Red  Creek,  New  York.  Dr.  Wright 
was  a  surgeon  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Alanson  Scofield,  son  of  Gideon  Scofield  and  Abigal  Canada  Scofield, 
was  born  September  3,  1800,  in  Albany,  New  York. 

Abigal  Canada  Scofield  was  the  daughter  of  Katherine  Moore  Canada 
and  Philip  Canada  who  were  born  in  Ireland.  Katherine  Moore,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  an  Irish  nobleman  was  stolen  by  her  nurse  and  brought  to  America 
when  she  was  an  infant. 

Gideon  Scofield  was  the  son  of  Gideon  Scofield  whose  forefathers  came 
from  England  and  helped  to  build  the  town  of  Stamford,  Connecticut. 
Both  Gideon,  Jr.,  and  Gideon,  Sr.,  were  soldiers  in  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution. 

Reverend  Alanson  Scofield  was  a  graduate  of  Union  College  and 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  He  held  pastorates  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Red  Creek,  New  York,  and  Ypsilanti,  Corunna,  Quincy,  and 
California,  Michigan.  He,  with  his  wife  Sarah  Maria  Wright  Scofield, 
went  to  Michigan  in  1845,  eight  years  after  Michigan  became  a  state. 

James  E.  Wilson  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Branch 
county,  Michigan,  and  a  business  college  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan.  He  then 
became  a  telegraph  operator  and  freight  agent  on  the  Lansing  division,  of 
the  Lake  Shore  Railroad,  and  was  later  promoted  to  traveling  freight 
agent,  which  position  he  held  until  1917,  when  he  became  connected  with 
the  Larkin  Company  of  Buffalo,  as  a  traffic  manager,  and  is  now  vice 
president  and  a  director.  He  is  also  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Pottery 
Company. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  member  and  past  director  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of 
Commerce;  member  and  past  director  of  the  Kiwanis  Club;  member  of 
the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club;  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club;  the  Buffalo 
Society  of  Natural  Sciences;  the  Tubal  Lodge,  No.  551,  F.  &  A.  M.,  at 
Minerva,  Ohio;  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  His  religious  connec¬ 
tion  is  with  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics 
he  is  a  republican. 

At  Wauseon,  Ohio,  September  2,  1902,  James  E.  Wilson  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Alice  Ham,  who  was  born  at  Wauseon,  September  29,  1887, 
a  daughter  of  Judge  Thomas  F.  and  Charlotte  A.  Scudder  Ham,  both  now 
deceased.  The  father  was  a  prominent  attorney  of  Wauseon,  and  was 
also  county  judge  there. 
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Thomas  F.  Ham  who  was  born  near  Bethany,  Pennsylvania,  in  1847, 
was  the  son  of  John  C.  Ham,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  Mary  (Keyes) 
Ham,  who  was  born  near  Honesdale,  Pennsylvania. 

Charlotte  (Scudder)  Ham,  who  was  born  at  Equinunk,  Wayne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1849,  was  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Scudder  who  was  born  at 
Roxbury,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  in  March  1808,  and  Margaret 
(Hadsell)  Scudder,  who  was  born  at  Cobleskill,  Schoharie  county,  New 
York,  in  1810. 

Mrs.  Wilson,  a  graduate  of  high  school  at  Wauseon,  and  a  student  in 
Miami  University,  Oxford,  Ohio,  prior  to  her  marriage  taught  school.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo,  and 
a  charter  member  of  the  Abigail  Fillmore  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Three  sons  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson,  namely:  Harold 
G.,  born  September  5,  1909,  a  graduate  of  Bishop  Ridley  College  at  St. 
Catherines,  Ontario,  and  now  a  student  in  Cornell  University;  James  E. 
Jr.,  born  February  26,  1914,  a  student  at  Pickering  College,  New  Market, 
Ontario;  and  Allan  H.,  born  June  4,  1916,  a  student  at  the  Nichols  School 
of  Buffalo. 


JOHN  LIND  CARSON,  Jr. 

John  Lind  Carson,  Jr.,  who  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  W.  A.  Gardner 
Company,  brokers  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  is  one  of  the  progressive  and 
public-spirited  young  business  men  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  capable  in 
his  work,  interested  in  civic  affairs,  and  active  in  club  and  social  life 
of  the  community.  He  was  born  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  June  1,  1897, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  L.,  Sr.  and  Ellen  Thompson  (Taggart)  Carson. 

John  L.  Carson,  Sr.  was  born  in  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
associated  with  the  Jacob  Dold  Packing  Company  of  Buffalo  for  about 
twenty  years,  and  prior  to  his  retirement  was  treasurer  and  a  director 
of  the  firm.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club.  One  of  Mr.  Carson’s  ancestors  manufactured  the 
first  cannon  used  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  which  ordnance  was  captured 
by  the  British,  returned  to  England,  and  is  now  in  the  Tower  of  London. 
Ellen  Thompson  (Taggart)  Carson,  his  wife*  who  was  born  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  is  descended  from  Revolutionary  stock. 

John  L.  Carson,  Jr.,  attended  the  schools  of  East  Orange,  New  Jersey, 
and  after  his  family  removed  to  Buffalo,  he  attended  Lafayette  high  school 
for  three  years,  and  Nichols  School  for  one  year.  He  then  took  up  his 
higher  studies  at  Williams  College,  and  from  this  institution  received  his 
degree  in  1920.  During  his  college  days  he  became  a  member  of  the  Chi 
Psi  fraternity.  His  studies  were  interrupted  in  June,  1918,  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  naval  aviation  branch  of  the  army,  starting  as  chief  quarter¬ 
master  in  the  ground  school  at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  He  finished 
in  the  giound  school  on  November  4,  1918,  and  after  the  signing  of  the 
armistice  resigned  from  the  service  in  order  to  return  to  college. 
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Mr.  Carson  entered  the  employ  of  the  Jacob  Dold  Packing  Company  at 
Buffalo  immediately  after  his  graduation,  and  was  first  in  the  efficiency 
department,  then  became  assistant  credit  manager  and  later  manager  of 
the  claim  department.  He  remained  with  this  company  about  four  years 
and  in  1924  resigned  to  accept  a  position  with  A.  L.  Chamber  &  Company, 
in  the  investment  business,  with  whom  he  remained  for  ten  months.  He 
afterward  joined  W.  A.  Gardner  &  Company  as  cashier,  and  in  1927  was 
admitted  as  a  general  partner.  He  has  made  rapid  progress  in  the  invest¬ 
ment  business  in  Buffalo,  and  is  recognized  as  a  competent  authority  upon 
financial  matters  and  investments. 

Mr.  Carson  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views,  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo.  He 
holds  membership  in  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Stafford  Country  Club,  the  Williams  Club  of  New  York,  and  the  Luncheon 
Club  of  Buffalo. 

On  November  18,  1922,  Mr.  Carson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nancy 
Strong  Gardner  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  W.  Allan  and  Edith 
(Sidway)  Gardner.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Carson,  born  in  St.  Louis,  resides 
at  Buffalo,  where  he  is  president  of  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange  and  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Snyder  at  Snyder,  New  York.  His  wife  is  a  great- 
granddaughter  of  Elbridge  Gerry  Spaulding,  the  “Father  of  the  Green 
Back,”  and  one  of  her  ancestors  wore  the  first  pair  of  rubber  overshoes  in 
this  country,  which  are  now  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carson  have  one  son,  John  Lind  Carson 
III,  who  was  born  April  25,  1926.  The  Carson  family  home  is  situated 
at  4430  Main  street  in  Snyder,  New  York.  Mrs.  Carson  is  prominent  in 
social  and  club  circles  of  Buffalo,  and  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club,  the 
Junior  League,  and  the  Graduates  Club. 


WARREN  TUBBS 

Prominent  among  the  attorneys  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  Warren 
Tubbs,  who  is  a  vice  president  and  counsel  for  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  & 
Eastern  Power  Corporation,  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  for  over  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  a  descendant  of  New  England  Revoluntionary 
stock.  Mr.  Tubbs  had  a  noteworthy  career  in  the  general  practice  of 
law  prior  to  his  acceptance  of  his  first  position  as  a  corporation  counsel, 
and  his  place  of  high  responsibility  at  present  is  indication  of  his  ability 
and  talent  in  the  conduct  of  his  professional  activities.  Mr.  Tubbs  is  a 
native  of  Osceola,  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  having  occurred 
June  29,  1882.  He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Charles  and  Sylvina  (Bacon) 
Tubbs. 

Charles  Tubbs  was  born  in  Osceola,  Pennsylvania,  July  11,  1843,  and 
died  in  Buffalo,  January  25,  1913,  although  still  a  resident  of  Osceola 
at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  an  attorney  and  prominent  in  republican 
politics  in  his  state,  having  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Repre- 
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sentatives  at  one  time.  Charles  Tubbs  was  a  son  of  James  and  Anna 
(Geason)  Tubbs;  the  former  born  at  Osceola  February  12,  1818,  was  a 
farmer,  and  died  at  his  birthplace,  April  25,  1900,  while  the  mother  was 
born  December  19,  1819,  at  Osceola,  and  there  passed  away,  April  29, 
1879.  James  Tubbs  was  a  descendant  of  William  Tubbs,  of  English  line¬ 
age,  of  whom  the  first  record  concerns  his  marriage  at  Duxbury,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  November  9,  1637 ;  (Winsor’s  History  of  Duxbury,  1849,  page 
327).  One  Lebbeus  Tubbs  another  male  member  of  the  family  line  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  (see,  Oscar  Jewel  Harvey’s  History  of  Wilkes- 
Barre,  page  1101).  His  son,  Samuel,  born  in  1755,  was  likewise  a  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier,  and  was  with  General  Washington’s  hard  pressed  troops 
at  Valley  Forge  and  participated  in  a  number  of  engagements,  (Harvey, 
page  1101).  Sylvina  (Bacon)  Tubbs,  the  mother  of  the  immediate  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  biography,  was  born  at  Brookfield,  Tioga  county,  New  York, 
October  3,  1846,  and  died  in  September,  1922,  at  Buffalo.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Ard  Hoyt  and  Lucinda  (Murdock)  Bacon,  her  father  having 
been  born  at  Bloomsburg,  Pennsylvania,  March  18,  1813  and  died  in  Deer¬ 
field,  Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  18,  1864,  while  her  mother 
was  born  at  Kortright,  New  York,  June  20,  1818,  and  died  at  Osceola, 
Pennsylvania,  August  4,  1889. 

Warren  Tubbs  received  his  common  school  education  at  Osceola,  Tioga 
county,  Pennsylvania,  then  attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Mans¬ 
field,  Pennsylvania.  He  took  up  his  higher  studies  at  Cornell  University, 
and  from  that  institution  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1904. 
Having  determined  to  prepare  for  the  practice  of  law,  Mr.  Tubbs  then 
matriculated  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  in  1907  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New 
York  state  the  same  year. 

Mr.  Tubbs  first  became  a  clerk  in  the  law  office  of  the  firm  of  Strebel, 
Corey,  Wierling  &  Moore,  and  there  remained  until  1911,  when  Mr. 
Moore  withdrew  from  the  firm  and  Mr.  Tubbs  became  a  member,  the  firm 
name  then  being  Strebel,  Corey,  Tubbs  &  Beals.  This  arrangement  con¬ 
tinued  until  1921,  when  Mr.  Beals  withdrew,  and  the  firm  title  was  Strebel, 
Corey  &  Tubbs  until  1922,  at  which  date  Mr.  Tubbs  became  counsel  for 
the  Niagara,  Lockport  &  Ontario  Power  Company.  He  retained  this 
position  until  1929,  and  then  was  made  a  vice  president  and  counsel  for 
the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern  Power  Corporation,  which  position  he 
now  holds.  This  corporation  owns  or  controls  six  electric  operating  com¬ 
panies,  covering  the  greater  portion  of  western  New  York.  He  is  also 
a  director  of  the  Jacob  Dold  Packing  Company  of  Buffalo. 

Warren  Tubbs  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  and 
the  New  York  State  Bar  Association.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican, 
and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Buffalo.  He  belongs  to  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  Ancient  Land¬ 
marks  Lodge,  No.  441,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Buffalo  Consistory, 
Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  fraternity. 
Mr.  Tubbs’  favorite  diversions  are  bird  hunting  and  the  breeding  and 
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training  of  Irish  setters  and  pointers.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  farms  in 
Pennsylvania,  inherited  from  his  parents. 

At  Mansfield,  Pennsylvania,  June  21,  1910,  Mr.  Tubbs  was  married  to 
Miss  Nell  Margaret  Hoard,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Elliott) 
Hoard,  the  former  now  deceased,  while  his  widow  resides  at  Mansfield. 
Mrs.  Tubbs  is  a  graduate  of  the  Mansfield  State  Normal  School,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Wellsboro  chapter  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tubbs  have 
become  the  parents  of  four  children,  Sylvina,  born  April  4,  1911 ;  Warren, 
Jr.,  born  August  12,  1912;  Charles,  born  February  19,  1914;  and  Elliott, 
born  -February  29,  1916.  Charles  died  August  15,  1930.  The  family 
residence  is  at  72  Highland  avenue,  Buffalo. 


JOSEPH  B.  THEBAUD 

The  successful  business  career  of  Joseph  B.  Thebaud,  of  Buffalo,  has 
been  entirely  in  the  service  of  the  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company-  and  has  extended  over  a  period  of  more  than  thirty  years.  He 
is  now  associated  with  his  son,  Laurence  G.,  as  general  agent  for  this 
company,  with  offices  on  the  ninth  floor  of  the  Walbridge  building,  and 
their  business  comprises  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  in  the 
insurance  field  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Mr.  Thebaud  enjoys  a  position 
of  esteem  and  honor  in  his  native  city,  and  through  the  years  has  been 
most  conscientious  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duties  as  a  citizen.  He  is 
active  in  club  and  fraternal  affairs. 

Joseph  B.  Thebaud  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  1,  1875,  a  son  of 
Victor  C.  and  Mary  (Britton)  Thebaud.  Victor  C.  Thebaud  was  born  in 
May,  1841,  on  Staten  Island,  New  York,  and  is  now  living  in  Buffalo.  He 
is  a  retired  capitalist,  having  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  city,  also 
was  in  the  cleaning  and  dyeing  business  at  Buffalo  with  his  brother.  He 
was  prominent  in  Masonry  in  New  York  city,  and  in  politics  pursues  an 
independent  course.  A  grandfather  of  Victor  C.  Thebaud  was  governor 
of  the  island  of  Martinique,  a  French  possession,  and  was  a  friend  of 
Napoleon  I.  His  ancestors  on  the  father’s  side  came  from  France,  settled 
in  New  York  city  and  for  over  a  hundred  years  were  merchants  and 
bankers.  Among  Joseph  B.  Thebaud’s  ancestors  on  the  mother’s  side 
was  the  first  English  governor  of  New  York  state. 

Joseph  B.  Thebaud  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  after 
which  he  took  a  special  course.  He  then  became  associated  with  the 
Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  first  as  a  clerk,  then 
cashier,  and  about  twenty  years  ago  he  established  the  Thebaud  Agency, 
which  he  conducted  until  June  1,  1928,  at  which  time  his  son,  Laurence 
G.,  joined  him.  He  also  is  president  of  the  Estate  Parity  Corporation, 
which  specializes  in  inheritance  taxation  and  arranges  for  payments  for 
large  estates. 

Mr.  Thebaud  is  nominally  a  republican,  but  usually  votes  independently. 
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His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Buffalo.  He  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Washington  Lodge,  No. 
240;  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  163;  Huge  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30; 
and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the  Niagara 
Falls  Country  Club,  the  St.  Nicholas  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Bath 
Club  of  Miami  Beach,  Florida,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 
During  the  war  period  of  1917  and  1918,  Mr.  Thebaud  was  an  active 
figure  in  all  the  patriotic  and  charitable  drives  of  Buffalo. 

On  September  22,  1897,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Thebaud  and 
Myrtle  May  Gibson,  who  was  born  at  Portland,  Indiana,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Gibson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Indiana  and 
died  at  Buffalo.  The  mother  was  a  cousin  of  President  Hoover  and  of 
Quaker  stock.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thebaud  have  become  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Laurence  Gibson  Thebaud,  a  biographical  sketch  of  whom  is  published 
upon  another  page.  The  Thebaud  home  in  Buffalo  is  situated  at  857  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue,  and  an  attractive  winter  residence  is  maintained  at  Miami 
Beach,  Florida. 


CHARLES  JOHN  KNOELL 

Prominently  identified  with  the  practice  of  law  and  with  various  other 
interests  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  Charles  J.  Knoell,  of  Tonawanda, 
whose  offices  are  in  the  Niagara  Savings  &  Loan  Association  building  in 
this  city.  For  almost  thirty  years,  Mr.  Knoell  has  occupied  a  foremost 
position  at  the  local  bar  and  bears  a  high  reputation  as  an  attorney.  For 
many  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  city  judge;  is  extensively  engaged  in 
manufacturing;  is  a  stock  raiser  of  note;  and  has  been  very  active  in 
politics.  All  this  indicates  his  versatility,  and  he  has  achieved  excellent 
results  in  whatever  he  has  undertaken. 

Charles  J.  Knoell  was  born  in  Wheatfield,  Niagara  county,  New  York, 
February  21,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Smith)  Knoell.  His 
father  was  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  sixteen 
years  of  age.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  later  a  general  storekeeper  at 
Wheatfield,  and  also  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  a  republican  committeeman.  He  is  now  re¬ 
tired  and  resides  at  North  Tonawanda,  in  his  seventy-seventh  year.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  this  country,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 

Charles  J.  Knoell  attended  the  pubic  schools  and  the  Lutheran  parochial 
schools.  He  graduated  from  high  school  at  North  Tonawanda  in  1895. 
At  that  time  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  real  estate  and  insurance  firm 
of  Humphrey  &  Vandervoort  and  remained  with  them  for  about  four 
years.  He  then  entered  Columbia  University  Law  School  and  from  that 
institution  received  his  Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  in  1902.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  and  took  up  his  initial  work 
in  the  law  offices  of  Vroman  &  White  at  North  Tonawanda,  New  York. 
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In  1903  he  was  elected  the  first  city  judge  of  Tonawanda  and  held  that 
office  for  sixteen  years  under  both  administrations,  having  been  appointed 
once  and  regularly  elected  four  separate  times.  Mr.  Knoell  is  now  attor¬ 
ney  for  the  First  Trust  Company  of  North  Tonawanda.  He  practiced 
alone  for  many  years,  but  on  June  1,  1929,  became  associated  with  Clark 
B.  Bassett,  and  they  now  specialize  in  corporation,  estate,  and  negligence 
cases  and  also  represent  a  number  of  corporations  and  estates  in  this 
vicinity.  For  fifteen  consecutive  years,  Mr.  Knoell  was  the  attorney  for 
the  town  of  Wheatfield,  New  York,  his  last  term  expiring  January  31,  1931. 

For  the  last  fifteen  years  in  addition  to  his  law  practice,  Mr.  Knoell 
has  been  the  sole  owner  of  the  Knoell  Manufacturing  Company,  whose 
products  are  retail  lumber,  mill  work  and  dry  kilns.  He  also  owns  two 
modern  apartment  buildings  in  Buffalo  as  well  as  various  other  real  estate 
units.  Mr.  Knoell  has  been  interested  for  many  years  in  the  raising  and 
breeding  of  blooded  live  stock,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  stock  farm 
on  the  Million  Dollar  Highway  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres,  where  he  has  a  pure-bred,  high-producing  herd  of  Holstein  cattle. 
Mr.  Knoell’s  church  affiliation  is  with  the  Salem  Lutheran  Church  of  Tona¬ 
wanda. 

On  June  12,  1918,  Charles  J.  Knoell  was  married  to  Miss  Cora  B. 
Baynes,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  who  was  at  that  time  a  registered  nurse, 
serving  as  night  superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  Women’s  Hospital.  Mrs. 
Knoell  is  active  in  nurses’  organizations,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Nurses’ 
Association.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Fred  A.  and  Rebecca  Baynes,  resi¬ 
dents  of  Buffalo,  New  York.  Her  brother,  Fred  A.  Baynes,  Jr.,  enlisted 
in  the  One  Hundred  First  Regiment  at  the  outbreak  of  American  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  World  war,  was  promoted  to  sergeant  and  was  killed  in 
action  in  France  in  October,  1918,  while  acting  as  a  scout  and  sniper.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Knoell  have  one  child,  Phyllis  Geraldine.  The  family  residence 
is  at  138  Delaware  street,  Tonawanda,  New  York. 


HARRY  EVERS 

Harry  Evers,  prominently  identified  with  the  investment  securities 
business  in  Buffalo  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of.  Evers,  Reber  &  Company, 
at  314  Ellicott  Square  building,  was  born  in  Leeds,  England,  on  the  3d 
of  November,  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Ann  (Whatmore)  Evers, 
who  brought  their  family  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Buffalo  in 
1887.  Harry  Evers  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  coun¬ 
try  and  in  early  youth  was  employed  as  an  assistant  in  an  architect’s 
office.  He  later  became  associated  with  the  Manufacturers  and  Traders 
Trust  Company,  of  Buffalo,  and  was  made  teller.  Subsequently  he  entered 
the  securities  field  as  the  representative  of  a  New  York  house  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  George  R.  Teller,  a  veteran  in  that  line  of  business. 
This  organization  eventually  became  the  present  firm  of  Evers,  Reber  & 
Company,  of  which  Mr.  Evers  is  the  senior  partner.  The  firms  owns  a 
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seat  on  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange  and  is  reputed  among  the  most  reli¬ 
able  investment  houses  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Evers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  Tilden,  who  was 
born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Mary  Osborne,  who  is  the  wife  of  Schuyler  B.  Vought  and  has 
one  child,  Sally;  Sarah  Hazard,  who  is  the  wife  of  Archie  MacFadden, 
living  in  the  Philippines;  and  Eben  Francis,  a  student  in  Lehigh  College. 
Mr.  Evers  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club, 
the  Wanakah  Country  Club  and  St.  Andrew’s  Club.  He  is  very  highly 
regarded  in  the  business  circles  of  this  city  and  has  well  earned  the  suc¬ 
cess  which  has  come  to  him. 


JOSEPH  WRIGHT  BEACH,  D.  D.  S. 

For  a  number  of  reasons,  Dr.  Joseph  Wright  Beach  is  respected  and 
favorably  recognized  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  and  in  New  York  state. 
First,  in  the  profession  of  dentistry,  which  he  has  followed  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  for  many  years,  he  has  won  a  place  of  leadership,  not  only  in 
the  actual  practice,  but  in  the  teaching  of  the  dental  science,  as  he  is 
now  holding  the  chair  of  ethics  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  has 
hitherto  held  other  important  positions  in  this  institution.  Likewise,  in 
the  cause  of  crippled  children  in  the  state  of  New  York,  he  has  played  a 
conspicuous  part,  beginning  twelve  years  ago,  when  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Rotary  Club  of  Buffalo  its  first  chairman  of  the  crippled  children’s 
committee.  In  January,  1921,  he  helped  to  organize  the  New  York  State 
Society  for  Crippled  Children,  and  was  the  first  president,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  served  for  two  years  and  is  now  its  honorary  vice  president. 
Through  the  surveys  and  suggestions  of  this  society  there  were  brought 
about  laws  for  the  relief  of  crippled,  blind  and  mental  defectives,  all  of 
which  had  much  to  do  with  the  establishment  of  compensation  laws.  Dr. 
Beach  was  also  connected  for  several  years  with  the  International  Society 
for  Crippled  Children.  His  most  active  interest  in  this  connection  is  now 
with  the  Crippled  Children’s  Guild  and  the  Day  School  for  Crippled  Chil¬ 
dren  in  Buffalo. 

The  birth  of  Joseph  Wright  Beach  occurred  at  Westerlo,  Albany  coun¬ 
ty,  New  York,  December  17,  1866,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Rev.  William  B.  H. 
and  Sarah  G.  (King)  Beach.  The  father,  now  deceased,  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  for  many  years  was  a  clergyman  of  the  Christian  Denomina¬ 
tional  Church.  The  mother,  who  died  in  1913,  was  born  in  New  York 
state.  On  both  the  paternal  and  maternal  side,  Dr.  Beach  is  descended 
from  Revolutionary  stock. 

The  education  of  Dr.  Beach  was  begun  in  the  public  schools,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  Starkey  Seminary,  which  is  now  the  Palmer  Institute  at  Lake- 
mont,  New  York.  He  studied  there  for  six  years,  then  came  to  Buffalo, 
New  York,  where  he  entered  the  dental  department  of  the  University  of 
Buffalo  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1894.  After  receiving  his  diploma,  he 
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took  a  position  in  the  teaching  department  of  the  university.  He  was 
first  in  the  department  of  operative  dentistry,  and  was  respectively  quiz 
master,  lecturer,  and  for  a  time  assistant  professor.  In  1910  he  estab¬ 
lished  the  department  of  history,  ethics  and  economics  of  the  university, 
but  during  later  years  he  has  only  retained  the  chair  of  ethics.  He  has 
been  practicing  continuously  in  Buffalo,  and  with  eminent  success,  since 
his  graduation  in  1894,  and  his  offices  are  now  situated  in  the  Medical 
Center,  333  Linwood  avenue. 

Dr.  Beach  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  having  membership  in 
Ancient  Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  Adytum  Chapter,  No.  234,  Buffalo 
Consistory,  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  30,  Ismailia  Temple  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  the  Past  Masters  Association,  and  for  two  years  was  a 
member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  New  York  representing  the  grand  lodge 
of  Missouri.  He  is  a  past  director  of  the  Buffalo  Rotary  Club,  and  its 
chairman  of  the  crippled  children’s  committee,  and  also  was  a  member 
of  the  mayor’s  committee  for  the  establishment  of  the  Day  School  for 
Crippled  Children.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Dental  Association,  the 
Eighth  District  Dental  Society,  the  New  York  State  Dental  Society,  the 
American  Dental  Association,  and  the  American  Dental  Society  of  Europe. 
He  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Ontario,  Canada,  Dental  Society  and 
belongs  to  the  Xi  Psi  Phi  fraternity ;  he  is  a  member  of  the  Meadowbrook 
Golf  and  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society,  the  Archeological 
Society  of  America  and  past  president  of  the  Poetry  Society  of  Buffalo. 
His  political  support  is  accorded  the  republican  party,  and  he  worships 
at  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  February,  1916,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr. 
Beach,  the  Preparedness  League  of  American  Dentists  was  formed.  The 
activities  of  this  league,  which  received  the  strongest  endorsement  of  the 
war  department,  is  reviewed  in  another  part  of  this  publication. 

On  April  16,  1927,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Dr.  Beach  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Jessie  A.  Rubeck  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Beach  is 
a  member  of  the  Town  Club,  the  Society  Les  Amis  de  la  France  and  the 
Poetry  Society  of  Buffalo.  The  family  residence  is  at  22  Fairlawn  drive, 
Bondcroft,  Eggertsville,  New  York. 


LAURENCE  GIBSON  THEBAUD 

On  June  1,  1928,  Laurence  G.  Thebaud  became  a  partner  of  his  father, 
Joseph  B.  Thebaud,  one  of  the  most  prominent  life  insurance  men  of  the 
Niagara  Frontier.  They  are  general  agents  for  the  Massachusetts  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  which  business  is  the  successor  of  the  Joseph 
B.  Thebaud  Agency,  which  was  established  about  thirty  years  ago  by 
Joseph  B.  Thebaud.  Offices  are  maintained  at  903  Walbridge  building. 

Laurence  G.  Thebaud  is  a  native  son  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having  oc¬ 
curred  February  13,  1898,  his  parents  being  Joseph  B.  and  Myrtle  May 
(Gibson)  Thebaud,  mention  of  whom  appears  upon  other  pages  of  this 
publication.  Mr.  ^hebaud  received  a  very  excellent  education.  He  at- 
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tended  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo,  also  two  private  schools  of  Florida 
and  in  1916  graduated  from  St.  Luke’s  School  at  Wayne,  Pennsylvania. 
On  May  7,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  entered  training 
at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1918,  with  the  rank  of  chief  machinist’s  mate.  While  in  the  ser¬ 
vice,  Mr.  Thebaud  attended  the  officers  training  course  at  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  from  September  5,  1917,  to  June,  1918.  After  the  war,  he  returned 
to  Yale  and  received  an  honorary  degree  from  the  engineering  school.  For 
about  eight  months  thereafter,  he  was  associated  with  the  Pierce  Arrow 
Motor  Car  Company  of  Buffalo,  and  worked  in  all  the  assembling  depart¬ 
ments.  He  then  followed  production  and  cost  work  with  the  Stevenson 
Corporation  in  Buffalo.  His  next  step  was  to  take  a  course  in  life  insur¬ 
ance  at  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  under  Drs.  Strong  and 
Lovelace  and,  returning  to  Buffalo,  sold  life  insurance  for  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  and  on  June  1,  1928,  joined  his 
father  as  noted  above.  They  conduct  their  business  under  the  name  of 
Joseph  G.  and  Laurence  G.  Thebaud,  and  rate  as  one  of  the  principal 
insurance  firms  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Thebaud  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Wanakah 
Country  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the  Buffalo  Canoe  Club, 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club,  the  Yale 
Club  of  New  York  city,  and  the  Theta  Xi,  college  fraternity.  He  resides 
with  his  parents  at  857  Delaware  avenue. 


FRANK  JOHN  MALDINER 

Among  the  leading  younger  attorneys  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is 
Frank  J.  Maldiner,  of  North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  who  is  also  active 
in  political  and  civic  affairs,  and  has  served  as  acting  city  judge  for  a 
period  of  eighteen  months.  His  law  practice  is  general  in  character,  and 
he  has  acquired  an  extensive  clientele  through  his  skillful  conduct  of  the 
cases  assigned  to  him.  He  is  known  as  a  speaker  of  merit,  and  he  has 
employed  this  talent  effectively  in  both  his  profession  and  in  political 
work. 

Frank  J.  Maldiner,  our  subject,  was  born  at  North  Tonawanda,  New 
York,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Kinsley)  Maldiner.  The  Maldiner  family 
originated  in  Canton,  Berne,  Switzerland.  John  Maldiner  was  born  in 
Tonawanda  in  1861,  and  prior  to  his  retirement  from  business  was  widely 
known  as  an  expert  millwright.  He  was  assistant  chief  of  the  first  fire 
department  organized  in  North  Tonawanda,  and  was  always  active  in 
republican  politics.  Mary  (Kinsley)  Maldiner,  the  mother  of  Frank  J., 
was  born  in  Tonawanda.  Her  family  came  to  this  country  from  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  all  of  them  German  speaking  people. 

Frank  J.  Maldiner  attended  the  grade  schools  of  Tonawanda  and 
North  Tonawanda,  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  the  latter  city 
in  1905.  He  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  1906,  and  in  that  year  won  the 
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state  scholarship  to  Cornell  University,  and  in  the  fall  entered  the  arts 
department  of  the  Ithaca  institution.  He  found  it  necessary  to  suspend 
his  studies  for  one  year,  but  returned  to  Cornell  in  1908  and  took  up  the 
study  of  law.  In  1911,  Cornell  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Law,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  in  November  of 
that  year.  He  started  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  Albert  R.  Smith, 
who  was  the  first  city  judge  of  North  Tonawanda,  the  partnership  con¬ 
tinuing  until  the  death  of  Judge  Smith  in  1918. 

Mr.  Maldiner  first  enlisted  in  the  New  York  National  Guard  in  1906, 
and  in  this  connection  performed  various  services  in  strike  situations,  also 
campaigned  on  the  Mexican  border  before  the  United  States  entered  the 
World  war.  Afterward  he  went  overseas  as  a  captain  in  the  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Eighth  Infantry,  and  served  in  Belgium  and  France,  also  in  the 
Ypres-Lis  offensive.  As  senior  officer,  he  commanded  the  third  battalion 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Infantry  in  the  historic  assault  on  the 
Hindenburg  line,  September  26  to  October  1,  1918.  He  was  invalided 
to  the  hospital,  and  after  his  return  to  the  line  in  January,  1919,  was  as¬ 
signed  to  Company  F  of  his  old  regiment,  and  honorably  discharged  at 
Camp  Upton,  New  Jersey,  March  31,  1919. 

Mr.  Maldiner  then  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Tonawanda,  and 
served  as  acting  judge  of  the  city  for  about  eighteen  months,  beginning 
in  1920.  In  politics  he  is  a  democrat  and  he  devotes  much  time  and  effort 
in  behalf  of  his  party,  particularly  in  campaign  speaking.  He  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  September  22,  1915,  at  North  Tonawanda,  New  York,  occurred 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Maldiner  and  Miss  Veronica  Roy,  a  daughter  of 
Alexander  Roy  of  Buffalo,  formerly  an  expert  foundryman,  now  living 
retired  at  North  Tonawanda.  Mrs.  Maldiner’s  mother  is  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Maldiner  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Jean,  Marie,  and 
Ruth. 


VERY  REV.  JOHN  A.  WEISMANTEL,  V.  F. 

One  of  the  beloved  priests  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  is  the  Very  Rev. 
John  A.  Weismantel,  V.  F.,  who  is  the  rector  of  the  Catholic  Church  of 
St.  Francis  of  Assisi,  at  Tonawanda,  and  who  celebrated  his  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  in  the  priesthood  in  June,  1930.  Father  Weismantel  has 
been  vitally  interested  in  every  movement  having  for  its  object  the  moral 
and  material  improvement  of  his  community,  and,  by  his  spirit  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  brotherhood,  has  endeared  himself  not  only  to  his  own  parishion¬ 
ers,  but  to  hosts  of  citizens  of  opposite  faiths.  His  influence  has  been 
marked,  and  his  labors  in  the  interests  of  his  church  and  of  society  have 
been  of  inestimable  value. 

Father  Weismantel  was  born  at  Springville,  New  York,  July  8,  1879, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frank  X.  and  Margaret  (Fox)  Weismantel,  both  of  whom 
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were  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  at  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  sixteen  respectively.  They  are  now  deceased.  Frank  X. 
Weismantel  was  a  carriage  manufacturer  at  Springville,  and  retired  from 
active  business  nearly  twenty  years  ago. 

Father  Weismantel  attended  St.  Aloysius  parochial  school  and  the 
Griffith  Institute  at  Springville,  then  entered  Canisius  College  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  and  graduated  in  1902  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
He  then  entered  St.  Bernard’s  Seminary  at  Rochester,  New  York,  and 
was  ordained  as  a  priest  in  1905  by  the  Venerable  Bishop  McQuaid.  After 
his  ordination,  he  was  appointed  assistant  rector  of  St.  Patrick’s  Church 
at  Salamanca,  New  York,  and  in  1911  became  rector  of  St.  Mary’s  Church 
at  Canaseraga,  New  York,  where  he  remained  for  twelve  years.  In  1923 
he  was  assigned  to  St.  Francis  of  Assisi  Church  at  Tonawanda,  which 
place  he  now  fills,  with  Rev.  Eugene  A.  Loftus  as  assistant  rector.  During 
this  time  he  has  built  a  large  parochial  school,  capable  of  accommodating 
about  four  hundred  children,  and  which  is  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Francis.  In  1924  Father  Weismantel  was  appointed  Dean  of  Erie  county 
by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  William  Turner,  D.  D.,  of  Buffalo. 


CLARENCE  M.  F.  PETERSON 

Clarence  M.  F.  Peterson,  who  occupies  the  important  positions  of 
treasurer  and  director  of  the  nationally  known  firm  of  Granger  &  Com¬ 
pany,  wholesale  grocers  of  Buffalo,  is  also  an  officer  and  director  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  organizations,  which  is  indicative  of  his  wide  participation  in 
business  and  commercial  affairs  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  and  the  notable 
success  he  has  achieved. 

He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  June  9,  1887,  his  parents  being  Adolph  F.  and 
Lena  C.  (Waldeland)  Peterson.  The  father,  a  native  of  Sweden,  is  now 
living  retired  in  Buffalo.  He  was  formerly  prominent  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business,  having  originally  joined  the  Granger  brothers  at  Titus¬ 
ville.  In  1890  he  withdrew  from  the  firm  with  W.  H.  Granger  and  M.  G. 
Weter  to  establish  another  wholesale  house  at  96  Seneca  street,  and  after 
Mr.  Granger’s  death  in  1910  the  name  of  the  business  was  changed  from 
W.  H.  Granger  &  Company  to  the  Peterson-Weter  Company.  E.  W. 
Granger  had  continued  the  original  business  at  the  Broadway  and  Ellicott 
address.  In  January,  1926,  the  two  companies  merged  into  a  greater 
Granger  &  Company,  reuniting  the  interests  of  the  two  brothers  who  had 
started  together  many  years  before,  the  beginning  having  been  a  small 
retail  store  established  in  1853  at  North  Royalton,  Ohio.  They  moved  to 
Painesville,  then  later  to  Titusville,  and  in  1875  they  brought  their  business 
to  Buffalo.  Adolph  F.  Peterson  is  a  republican  in  his  political  affiliation, 
and  is  very  active  in  the  Calvary  Lutheran  Church,  having  filled  all  offices, 
and  is  now  president.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  Norway,  died  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  in  1909.  In  addition  to  Clarence  M.  F.  Peterson,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this-  review,  there  are  three  daughters  and  another  son  in  the 
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family  born  to  them:  Walter  A.,  is  a  resident  of  Wilson,  New  York,  a 
director  and  general  manager  of  the  Lakonta  Fruit  Company,  an  overseas 
veteran  of  the  World  war,  who  married  Ruth  Harrington  of  Buffalo; 
Selma,  who  is  the  wife  of  Alan  D.  Renner,  of  Jordan  Station,  Canada;  and 
Adeline  and  Mildred,  of  Buffalo. 

Clarence  M.  F.  Peterson  graduated  from  high  school  in  1906,  and  in 
1910  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  economics  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  at  Philadelphia.  He  then  supplemented  his 
education  with  four  months  of  travel  in  Europe,  after  which  he  became 
associated  with  W.  H.  Granger  &  Company  as  a  floor  salesman.  He  was 
later  made  cashier,  and  after  the  death  of  W.  H.  Granger,  when  the  busi¬ 
ness  became  Granger  &  Company  by  merger  with  the  old  Granger  &  Com¬ 
pany,  he  was  chosen  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  new  corporation,  which 
positions  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Peterson  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  almost 
unprecedented  growth  and  development  of  this  mammoth  wholesale 
grocery  company,  with  its  vast  Arrowhead  store  plan.  It  is  now  a  million- 
dollar  organization,  situated  in  the  modern  building  at  135  Scott  street, 
Buffalo,  with  over  one  thousand  car-load  warehouse  capacity.  The  build¬ 
ing  is  six  stories  in  height,  with  seventy  thousand  square  feet  of  floor 
space.  Mr.  Peterson  is  treasurer  and  director  of  the  Scott  Holding  Corpo¬ 
ration  ;  vice  president,  treasurer  and  a  director  of  the  Lakonta  Fruit  Com¬ 
pany  of  Wilson,  New  York;  director  of  the  Security  Savings  &  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Buffalo,  New  York ;  director  of  the  Lake  Shore  Grocery  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Dunkirk,  New  York;  vice  president  and  director  of  Gay-Hagen, 
Incorporated,  (Statler  Hotel  book  store)  ;  and  treasurer  and  director  of 
the  Arrowhead  Store  Corporation  of  Buffalo. 

Like  his  father,  Mr.  Peterson  has  been  loyal  to  the  republican  party  in 
politics.  He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Rotary 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  University  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society,  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club,  the  Scalp  and  Blade  Society,  and  the  Gamma  Delta  Psi 
fraternity.  During  the  war  period  of  1917-18,  Mr.  Peterson  took  a  patri¬ 
otic  part  in  the  local  Liberty  Loan  and  Red  Cross  drives. 


GEORGE  T.  VANDERMEULEN 

George  T.  Vandermeulen,  of  Buffalo,  an  attorney-at-law,  is  the  clerk 
of  the  surrogate’s  court  of  Erie  county.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  May 
28,  1887,  his  parents  living  at  that  time  on  what  is  now  known  as  Clare 
street.  His  father,  Daniel  Vandermeulen,  was  born  in  Black  Rock  (Buf¬ 
falo),  and  died  December  24,  1904.  He  was  a  coal  and  wood  dealer,  the 
son  of  John  and  Jane  Vandermeulen,  both  natives  of  Holland.  John  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Buffalo  in  1892,  and  his  wife  died 
in  Buffalo,  in  1913,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years.  The  mother  of  George 
T.  Vandermeulen,  Eliza  Taylor  Vandermeulen,  was  born  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  is  now  living  at  343  Glenwood  avenue,  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  William  and  Jane  Taylor,  her  father  having  been  born  in  Belfast, 
Ireland,  while  her  grandmother  was  visiting  there,  her  native  country 
being  Scotland.  He  was  an  expert  maker  of  horseshoe  nails,  when  they 
were  a  hand-made  product.  Jane  Taylor  was  a  native  of  England.  Both 
died  in  Buffalo,  New  York. 

George  T.  Vandermeulen  was  graduated  from  public  school  No.  25 
and  from  the  Old  Central  high  school,  in  1904.  At  the  time  of  his  father’s 
death,  he  was  obliged  to  support  the  family,  and  while  working  in  the 

post  office  at  nights,  studied  law  during  the  daytime,  at  the  University  of 

. 

Buffalo  Law  School.  He  graduated  from  that  institution  with  honors, 
and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1911.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1912  and  practiced  law  alone  until  he  entered  the  army  dur¬ 
ing  the  World  war.  In  April,  1920,  Mr.  Vandermeulen  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  law  firm  of  Van  Arsdale,  Hofheins  &  Vandermeulen,  which  con¬ 
nection  he  maintained  until  April  15,  1923,  when  he  became  the  clerk  of 
the  surrogate’s  court  of  Erie  county.  He  is  vice  president  of  the  Bar 
Association  of  Erie  county,  and  a  member  of  the  New  York  State  Bar 
Association.  In  political  affairs,  Mr.  Vandermeulen  has  rendered  con¬ 
siderable  service  to  the  republican  party,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a 
committeeman  and  a  member  of  the  republican  executive  committee  in 
Erie  county.  For  a  period  of  five  years,  he  was  in  charge  of  the  speakers’ 
bureau  of  that  organization. 

In  club  and  fraternal  circles,  Mr.  Vandermeulen  is  quite  prominent. 
He  is  past  master  of  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  846,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  a  member 
of  Adytum  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Buffalo  Consistory,  Caze- 
novia  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Buffalo 
Nest  of  Orioles,  South  Buffalo  Post,  No.  721,  of  the  American  Legion, 
Cairo  Sanctorum,  Zuleika  Grotto,  La  Societe  des  40  Hommes  et  8  Chevaux, 
the  Buffalo  Branch  of  the  Sojourners,  the  University  of  Buffalo  Alumni 
Club,  Rap-Shaw  Hunting  and  Fishing  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Lawn  Bowding 
Club. 

Mr.  Vandermeulen’s  favorite  sport  is  baseball,  having  played  the  game 
a  number  of  years  on  the  baseball  diamonds  in  western  New  York,  until 
reaching  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  Now,  golf,  walking,  lawn  bowling, 
hunting,  and  fishing  have  taken  the  place  of  baseball. 

In  May,  1917,  Mr.  Vandermeulen  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army, 
and  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  at  Fort  Niagara,  in  November, 
1917.  He  was  attached  for  some  time  to  the  Three  hundred  Second  Regi¬ 
ment  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Division,  of  which  regiment  he  was  also  the 
judge  advocate.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  captain  and  placed  in  charge 
of  organizing  replacement  troops.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in 
August,  1919. 

On  August  26,  1913,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Vandermeulen  was  married  to 
Jenny  L.  Carlson,  also  of  Buffalo,  and  a  daughter  of  Elias  and  Matilda 
Carlson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Sweden.  Mrs.  Vandermeulen  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Old  Central  high  school  of  Buffalo,  in  1905.  After  at¬ 
tending  the  Teachers’  Training  School,  she  taught  school  for  five  years 
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prior  to  her  marriage.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Cazenovia  Baptist  Church, 
Olive  Chapter  No.  352,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  the  Ladies  Auxili¬ 
ary  of  South  Buffalo  Post,  No.  721,  of  the  American  Legion. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandermeulen  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Daniel 
C.,  born  December  18,  1914,  Laura  J.,  born  December  30,  1916,  Ruth  A., 
born  October  1,  1921,  and  George  L.,  born  April  14,  1925. 


LEWIS  GILDERSLEVE  HARRIMAN 

Lewis  G.  Harriman,  president  of  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  is  one  of  the  outstanding  figures  in  western  New  York’s  bank  and 
financial  circles  and  is  accorded  a  foremost  position  among  Buffalo’s 
ablest  bank  executives. 

Mr.  Harriman  was  born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut,  March  24,  1889,  and 
in  both  his  paternal  and  maternal  ancestral  lines  comes  from  old  and 
prominent  New  England  families.  His  ancestors  were  among  the  May¬ 
flower  passengers  and  became  early  settlers  in  Boston,  subsequently  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Several  members  of  the  family  were 
officers  in  the  Continental  Army.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Lewis  G. 
Harriman  was  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and 
entered  the  ministry,  devoting  his  life  to  the  service  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  His  son,  the  Rev.  Frederick  W.  Harriman,  father  of  Lewis  G. 
Harriman,  was  born  in  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  November  22,  1852,  and 
was  also  educated  at  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Connecticut,  which  insti¬ 
tution  conferred  upon  him  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  Master  of  Arts 
and  Doctor  of  Divinity.  For  many  years  he  was  an  Episcopal  clergyman 
and  served  for  a  considerable  period  as  secretary  of  the  diocese  of  Con¬ 
necticut.  A  man  of  scholarly  attainments  and  a  zealous,  effective  worker, 
he  rendered  service  of  much  value  to  his  church.  Dr.  Harriman  lived  re¬ 
tired  in  Buffalo  for  several  years  previous  to  his  death,  February  19, 
1931.  He  married  Miss  Cora  E.  Jarvis,  born  in  Portland,  Connecticut, 
October  13,  1854,  and  their  three  children  are  as  follows:  Lewis  G.,  the 
subject  of  this  article;  Charles  Jarvis;  and  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Paul 
L.  Dole,  has  two  daughters,  Mary  Jane  and  Elizabeth,  and  resides  in 
Windsor,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Dole  is  connected  with  the  well  known  print¬ 
ing  house  of  Case,  Lockwood  &  Brainard  in  Hartford.  He  is  a  veteran 
of  the  World  war  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Of  the  above 
named,  Charles  Jarvis  Harriman  received  his  higher  education  at  Trinity 
College,  Hartford,  and  is  rector  of  the  Church  of  St.  James  the  Less  at 
Philadelphia,  being  one  of  the  best  known  Episcopal  clergymen  in  the 
Quaker  city.  During  the  World  war  he  was  a  chaplain  in  the  United 
States  Army,  being  stationed  at  Camp  Devens  near  Boston.  He  married 
Miss  Kathryn  Cocroft,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Cocroft,  an  Episcopal  clergyman.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Jarvis 
Harriman  have  three  children:  Kathryn,  Charles  Jarvis,  Jr.,  and  Ellen. 

Lewis  G.  Harriman  completed  his  high  school  course  in  Hartford,  Con- 


576 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


necticut,  graduating  in  1905,  and  received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  degree 
from  Trinity  College  with  the  class  of  1909.  Subsequently  he  did  post¬ 
graduate  work  in  New  York  University,  obtaining  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Science  in  1917  from  Trinity  College.  Entering  on  his  business  career, 
he  was  for  two  years  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Creosoting  Company 
and  next  was  connected  for  a  time  with  the  American  Real  Estate  Com¬ 
pany  of  New  York  city.  He  then  became  associated  with  the  firm  of 
Coggeshall  &  Hicks  and  later  with  Merrill,  Lynch  &  Company,  both  of 
New  York  city  and  prominent  members  of  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange. 
This  was  followed  by  a  connection  of  three  years  with  the  Guaranty  Trust 
Company  of  New  York  in  the  capacity  of  investment  trust  officer.  On 
October  1,  1919,  Mr.  Harriman  came  to  Buffalo  as  vice  president  of  the 
Fidelity  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  was  elected  president  four  years 
later.  In  December,  1925,  he  and  his  associates  bought  the  controlling 
interest  in  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders  National  Bank  and  the  Fidelity 
Trust  Company  and  the  two  institutions  were  merged  to  form  the  Man¬ 
ufacturers  &  Traders  Trust  Company,  to  which  the  Peoples  Bank  was 
added  on  May  15,  1927.  On  the  29th  of  October,  1929,  the  name  was 
changed  to  the  M.  &  T.  Trust  Company  and  Mr.  Harriman  lias  continued 
as  its  executive  head.  The  growth  of  this  institution  under  Mr.  Harri- 
man’s  direction  represents  a  magnificent  tribute  to  his  ability  as  a  success¬ 
ful  banker  and  is  one  of  the  outstanding  achievements  in  Buffalo  bank 
development  of  recent  years.  He  combines  an  unusual  capacity  for  detail 
with  the  ability  to  think  in  large  terms  and  has  made  a  deep  impress  of 
his  individuality  upon  every  line  of  activity  which  has  claimed  his  atten¬ 
tion.  Among  the  various  other  corporate  interests  with  which  Mr.  Har¬ 
riman  is  connected,  he  is  a  director  of  the  Buffalo,  Niagara  &  Eastern 
Power  Company,  the  Bear  Mountain  &  Hudson  River  Bridge  Company, 
the  Healey  Petroleum  Company,  the  Transportation  Insurance  Company, 
the  Transportation  Indemnity  Company,  the  American  Founders  Corpor¬ 
ation,  the  United  Founders  Corporation,  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Reserve  Bank  of  New  York  and  the  M.  &  T.  Securities  Corporation; 
president  and  a  director  of  the  M.  &  T.  Brokers,  Incorporated,  the  West¬ 
ern  New  York  Water  Company,  the  Eastern  Oil  Company,  the  Lockport 
Exchange  Trust  Company  and  the  M.  &  T.  Safe  Deposit  Company.  For 
several  years  he  was  a  director  of  the  Pierce  Arrow  Motor  Car  Company 
and  the  Pierce  Arrow  Finance  Company.  In  1923  he  founded  the  Buffalo 
Better  Business  Bureau,  of  which  he  was  vice  president  until  1928.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  National  Better  Business  Bureau,  of  which  he  was 
vice  president  from  1926  to  1929.  He  was  responsible  for  the  reorgani¬ 
zation  of  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  1926  and  was  president 
of  that  organization  during  1927  and  1928.  In  1926  he  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Buffalo  Clearing  House  Association  and  was  again  elected 
to  that  office  in  1929.  He  was  also  the  founder  of  the  Corporate  Fidu¬ 
ciaries  Association  of  Buffalo  and  Erie  county,  with  which  he  is  still 
identified,  and  likewise  belongs  to  the  West  Side  Business  Men’s  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  to  the  Elmwood  Business  Men’s  Association. 
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Appreciative  of  the  duties  and  obligations  as  well  as  the  privileges 
of  citizenship,  Mr.  Harriman  has  exerted  his  efforts  as  readily  for  the 
general  good  as  for  his  own  aggrandizement  and  his  public  activities  have 
been  far-reaching  and  beneficial.  Through  appointment  of  Mayor  Schwab 
he  served  on  the  committee  on  capital  budget,  harbor  survey  and  street 
widening,  accomplishing  much  important  work  in  that  connection.  He 
is  now  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  City  Planning  Association,  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Planning  Association,  the  Buffalo  Bureau  of  Municipal  Research, 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Buffalo  City  Cemetery  and  the 
Millard  Fillmore  Hospital;  treasurer  of  Buffalo  Chapter  of  the  American 
Red  Cross  Society,  a  trustee  of  the  Nichols  School  in  Buffalo,  and  a  trustee 
of  Trinity  College.  He  was  one  of  the  directors  of  the  Fresh  Air  Mission 
from  1924  to  1928,  of  the  Main  Street  Association  from  1926  to  1928,  and 
a  trustee  of  Buffalo  Seminary  from  1925  to  1927.  From  1924  to  1926  he 
was  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church  of  Buffalo  and  was  a  member  of  the 
executive  council  of  the  diocese  of  western  New  York  and  chairman  of  its 
finance  committee  from  1924  to  1926.  In  movements  for  cultural  growth 
and  advancement  he  has  long  been  active  as  a  life  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Public  Library  Association  and  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy.  A  keen 
business  insight,  a  broad  grasp  of  affairs,  with  a  genius  for  organization 
and  successful  management,  have  been  dominant  characteristics  in  Mr. 
Harriman’s  business  affairs.  He  is  one  of  the  most  forceful  and  resource¬ 
ful  figures  in  Buffalo’s  banking  circles  and  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance 
among  prominent  financial  leaders  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Harriman  was  married,  in  1915,  to  Miss  Grace  Ba&tine,  a  native 
of  New  York  city  and  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J.  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(McKeever)  Bastine.  Mr.  Bastine  resides  in  Mount  Vernon,  New  York, 
but  his  wife  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Harriman  was  educated  at  the  Brierly 
School  in  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harriman  have  four  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Lewis  G.,  Jr.,  born  in  New  York  city,  February  24,  1916; 
William  B.,  born  in  New  York  city,  September  22,  1918;  John  H.,  born  in 
Buffalo,  April  11,  1920;  Thomas  J.,  born  in  Buffalo,  November  26,  1921; 
and  Elizabeth,  born  in  Buffalo,  September  23,  1923. 

A  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  Mr.  Harriman  belongs  to  Washington  Lodge, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Windsor,  Connecticut;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R., 
and  also  to  Zuleika  Grotto  and  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
Appreciating  the  social  amenities  of  life  and  his  due  consideration  thereof 
constitute  the  even  balance  of  his  intense  business  activity.  At  the  time 
of  its  formation  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Buffalo  Bond  Club,  filling 
the  office  one  term;  from  1926  to  1928  he  was  a  director  of  the  Buffalo' 
Club  and  in  1928  became  its  vice  president.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Country  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  director  from  1926  to  1928 ;  a  member  of 
the  Saturn  Club,  the  University  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Cherry  Hill  Golf  Club,  the  Pytonga  Fish  & 
Game  Club,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Luncheon  Club  o>f 
Buffalo,  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants  and  the  Sons  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  The  elements  were  happily  blended  in  the  rounding  out  of  his 
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nature,  for  he  unites  the  refinements  of  life  with  the  sterner  qualities 
of  manhood  and  his  efforts  have  been  resultant  factors  in  everything  he 
has  undertaken.  His  activities  have  touched  life  at  many  points  and  few 
careers  have  matched  his  in  service  to  the  city. 


WILLIAM  D.  ROBBINS 

The  fact  that  in  January,  1924,  William  D.  Robbins  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  highly  responsible  position  of  city  manager  of  the  municipality  of 
Niagara  Falls  is  ample  proof  of  the  recognized  ability  and  efficiency  which 
he  possesses.  Few  public  offices  require  more  executive  talent,  keener 
judgment,  or  wiser  control  than  that  of  city  manager  in  a  modern  Amer¬ 
ican  city,  and  it  is  greatly  to  Mr.  Robbins’  credit  that  he  has  discharged 
his  multitudinous  duties  with  rare  skill,  and  in  a  manner  most  acceptable 
to  his  fellow  citizens.  He  brought  to  this  office  broad  experience  and 
thorough  education  in  civil  engineering,  likewise  a  record  of  successful 
incumbency  in  a  number  of  important  positions  in  different  cities  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  has  conducted  his  present  official  tasks  in  the  same 
thorough  and  exact  way  as  he  did  his  work  in  the  profession  of 
engineering. 

William  D.  Robbins  was  born  at  Lonaconing,  Maryland,  October  13, 
1868,  and  is  a  son  of  Orlando  D.  and  Fannie  S.  (Magruder)  Robbins. 
His  father,  who  was  born  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  in  1831,  and  died  at 
Cumberland,  Maryland,  in  1879,  was  reared  in  the  former  city,  and  was 
a  civil  engineer  at  Cumberland  for  many  years.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  supported  the  republican  party  during  his  life.  His  wife 
was  born  in  Cumberland,  Maryland,  in  1833,  and  there  died  in  1881. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  named :  Mary  L.,  who  resides 
at  Cumberland ;  Douglas  H.,  who  is  a  retired  merchant  living  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania ;  Rebecca,  who  is  the  wife  of  H.  S.  Ladew,  and 
lives  at  Ashland,  Virginia;  Anna  M.  is  the  widow  of  Johns  McCleave,  an 
attorney,  and  resides  at  Baltimore,  Maryland;  John  M.,  who  has  an  agency 
for  the  Buick  automobiles  at  Baltimore,  Maryland ;  Orlando  D.,  who  is 
deceased ;  Fannie,  who  is  the  widow  of  L.  S.  Randolph  and  lives  at  Ruther¬ 
ford,  New  Jersey;  William  D.;  and  Martha,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  George 
H.  Hocking,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

William  D.  Robbins  attended  the  public  schools  of  Cumberland,  Mary¬ 
land,  and  was  there  graduated  from  Alleghany  Academy  in  the  year  1887. 
He  then  entered  Lafayette  College  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and  graduated 
therefrom  in  1890  with  the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  During  his  college 
days  he  became  a  member  of  the  Delta  Upsilon  collegiate  fraternity. 

From  1890  to  1892  Mr.  Robbins  was  assistant  engineer  for  the  West 
Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  Company,  and  from  1892  until  1907 
was  assistant  engineer  for  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  Company.  He  was 
then  appointed  city  engineer  of  Niagara  Falls,  and  from  1908  until  1913 
was  chief  engineer  for  the  board  of  water  commissioners.  In  the  period 
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from  1913  until  1917  Mr.  Robbins  was  president  and  manager  of  the 
Glascock  Brothers  Manufacturing  Company  of  Muncie,  Indiana,  and  in 
1917  became  manager  of  the  Public  Service  Contracting  Company  of 
Niagara  Falls.  In  1918  and  1919  he  was  resident  engineer  for  the  Bethle¬ 
hem  Shipbuilding  Corporation  at  Sparrows  Point,  Maryland,  and  in  1920 
started  in  the  private  practice  of  civil  engineering  at  Cumberland,  Mary¬ 
land.  From  1921  to  1924  he  was  general  manager  and  chief  engineer  of 
the  Tennessee  Iron  &  Chemical  Company  at  Collinwood,  Tennessee,  and 
in  January,  1924,  was  called  to  fill  the  office  of  city  manager  of  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York,  in  which  office  he  has  continued  during  the  subsequent 
years. 

Mr.  Robbins  is  a  republican  and  is  actively  interested  in  the  affairs  of 
his  party.  He  belongs  to  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club,  the  Niagara 
Club  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Chamber  of  Commerce.  During  the  year  1898 
he  was  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-second  Separate  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  New  York  National  Guard. 

On  February  12,  1902,  Mr.  Robbins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
May  G.  Clarke,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Gardner  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Granger) 
Clarke,  both  now  being  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robbins  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons  :  Edward  C.,  who  resides  at  Muncie,  Indiana  ;  and  Richard  G., 
who  graduated  from  Wabash  College  at  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  in  1929 
with  the  degree  of  B.  S.,  and  in  1930  from  Wharton  School,  University 
of  Pennsylvania. 


EDWARD  HANCE  LETCHWORTH 

Edward  Hance  Letchworth,  an  attorney,  a  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth,  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  March  24,  1881,  the  son  of  William  C.  and  Laura  (Cutter) 
Letchworth,  and  grandson  of  Edward  H.  Letchworth,  the  first,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  iron  business  in  Buffalo  for  many  years  in  association 
with  the  well  known  firm  of  Pratt  &  Letchworth. 

Edward  Hance  Letchworth  attended  the  School  of  Practice  and  the 
Buffalo  Central  high  school,  from  which  he  went  to  Harvard  College,  grad¬ 
uating  in  1902  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  1903  he  received 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  and  in  1905  graduated  from  the  Harvard 
Law  School  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  that  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  and  began  practice  with  the  old  law  firm  of 
Bissell,  Carey  and  Cooke,  in  Buffalo,  founded  in  1834  by  Arsamus  H. 
Marshall. 

With  the  exception  of  the  years  1909  and  1910,  when  he  served  as 
deputy  attorney  general  of  New  York  state  in  Albany,  and  the  years 
1919  to  1922,  when  he  was  vice  president  and  general  counsel  of  The 
Marine  Trust  Company  of  Buffalo,  he  has  continued  his  connection  with 
the  above  law  firm,  now  known  as  Kenefick,  Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  & 
Letchworth,  having  been  taken  into  partnership  in  1911. 
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He  is  still  a  director  and  general  counsel  of  The  Marine  Trust  Com¬ 
pany  of  Buffalo,  a  director  and  secretary  of  Marine  Midland  Corporation, 
and  a  director  of  Niagara  Share  Corporation  of  Maryland,  the  Abstract 
Title  &  Mortgage  Corporation  and  various  other  corporations.  In  the 
service  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  addition  to  being  deputy  attorney 
general,  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  law  examiners  from  1918  to 
1922,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Genesee  State  Park  Commission,  hav¬ 
ing  jurisdiction  of  Letchworth  Park,  presented  to  the  state  by  his  great- 
uncle,  William  Pryor  Letchworth.  He  is  a  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Trust  Companies  Association  of  the  state  of  New  York,  of 
the  Erie  County,  New  York  State  and  American  Bar  Associations,  and 
of  the  Association  of  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

He  served  as  trustee  and  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Park  School  of 
Buffalo,  and  as  president  of  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo,  being  still  a 
trustee  of  the  latter.  He  was  for  several  years  a  trustee  of  the  Meadville 
Theological  School  and  president  of  the  Children’s  Aid  Society  and  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  of  Erie  county,  of  which  he  is 
still  a  director.  He  is  vice  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Joint  Charities  and  Community  Fund,  a  member  of  the  governing  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Buffalo  Foundation,  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts 
Academy,  and  of  the  American  Scenic  &  Historic  Preservation  Society. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Mayflower  Descendants,  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  The  Order  of  Founders 
&  Patriots  of  America,  the  Delta  Upsilon  fraternity,  and  served  for  two 
years  as  treasurer  of  the  Associated  Harvard  Clubs. 

He  is  a  Mason,  a  Unitarian  and  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  numer¬ 
ous  clubs,  including  the  Buffalo,  Saturn,  Thursday,  Buffalo  Athletic,  Buf¬ 
falo  Country,  Niagara  Falls  Country  and  Saddle  &  Bridle  Clubs,  and  in 
New  York  city  of  the  Harvard  Club  and  the  University  Club. 

Mr.  Letchworth  was  married  to  Ruth  B.  Abbott  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
June  20,  1906,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Edward  H.  Letchworth,  Jr.,  and 
George  C.  Letchworth,  who  are  at  present  students  at  Williams  College. 
The  family  residence  is  at  227  Middlesex  road,  Buffalo,  and  they  have 
a  summer  home,  Brunswick  place,  located  at  Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Ontario. 


THE  PREPAREDNESS  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICAN  DENTISTS 
A  WAR  EMERGENCY  ORGANIZATION 
By  J.  Wright  Beach,  President,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

The  Preparedness  League  of  American  Dentists  was  founded  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1916,  primarily  to  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  dental  profession 
in  rendering  free  service  to  the  members  of  the  National  Guard  who  were 
mobilizing  on  the  Mexican  border,  a  majority  of  whom  were  in  desperate 
need  of  dental  attention,  which  the  government  was  unable  to  supply  at 
that  time. 
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The  dental  profession  of  Buffalo  and  the  Niagara  Frontier  immedi¬ 
ately  grasped  the  significance  of  the  movement  and  rallied  to  the  support 
of  the  committee  on  organization  in  its  program  and  activities.  The  mem¬ 
bership  included  nearly  all  of  the  ethical  dentists  in  this  territory  and, 
during  the  period  prior  to  the  declaration  of  war,  gave  free  dental  service 
to  several  thousand  members  of  the  National  Guard  who  otherwise  would 
not  have  been  eligible  to  enter  the  army  and  serve  their  country.  It  is  a 
distinct  pleasure  to  have  this  belated  opportunity  to  acquaint  our  citizens 
of  the  splendid  service  rendered  by  our  dentists  during  the  World  war  and 
also  to  commend  their  efforts  in  the  highest  terms,  sincerely  thanking 
them  for  their  loyalty  to  the  committee  on  organization  composed  of 
Herbert  A.  Pullen,  M.  Burton  Eshleman  and  J.  Wright  Beach,  all  of 
Buffalo. 

The  following  excerpts  from  a  circular  letter  sent  to  all  members  of 
the  American  Dental  Association,  embodied  the  vision  of  the  possibilities 
which  subsequent  events  proved  to  be  prophetic : 

Preparedness  League  of  American  Dentists,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

In  Case  of  War:  What  can  we  as  Dentists  do  to  assist  our  Country? 

Do  You  Know 

That  hundreds  of  young  men  are  unable  to  qualify  for  enlistment 
owing  to  lack  of  funds  to  obtain  dental  service? 

That  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  members  of  the  Dental  Profession 
should  signify  their  willingness  to  give  our  Government  positive  assurance 
of  their  earnest  cooperation? 

That  the  Dentists  as  a  body  have,  as  yet,  done  nothing  in  the  interest 
of  Preparedness,  while  the  majority  of  the  organizations  have  taken  steps 
in  this  direction? 

The  Whole  World 

Knows  that  our  services  are  indispensable  in  the  preparation  of  appli¬ 
cants  for  enlistment  whose  oral  equipment  does  not  meet  army  require¬ 
ments. 


The  Preparedness  League  of  American  Dentists 

Is  organized  to  aid  our  Army  Dental  Corps  by  "the  voluntary  service 
of  its  members,  and  its  active  usefulness  will  cease  when  the  Army  Dental 
Corps  becomes  adequate  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it. 

It  Is  Primarily  a  Registration  Bureau 

For  all  dentists  of  the  United  States  who  agree  to  prepare  the  mouth 
of  at  least  one  applicant  to  meet  the  requirements  for  enlistment,  subject 
to  such  rules  as  shall  protect  the  dentist  from  imposition. 

Registration  Entails 

No  further  obligation  on  the  members  than  is  herein  stated.  It  is  the 
desire  of  the  organizers  to  be  able  to  assure  the  Surgeon-General  of  the 
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U.  S.  Army,  not  later  than  July  1,  1916,  that  twenty  thousand  dentists  have 
joined  the  League. 

This  Movement 

Is  for  the  purpose  of  providing  immediate  aid  for  our  War  Depart¬ 
ment  when  exigencies  require,  and  will  in  no  way  conflict  with  the  present 
or  future  legislation  affecting  the  Army  Dental  Corps. 

Furthermore 

The  Committee  on  Organization  has  formulated  a  plan  whereby  those 
injured  about  the  face  and  jaws  during  battle  may  receive  skillful  surgical 
and  mechanical  treatment  by  a  corps  of  dentists  specially  trained  for  such 
purposes. 

Sections  Will  Be  Formed 

With  units  in  many  of  our  cities  where  instructions  and  clinics  will 
be  given  in  reference  to  special  oral  surgery  and  pathology ;  reduction 
of  fractures ;  construction  of  splints ;  bone  grafting ;  in  short,  such  new 
conditions  as  may  develop  from  the  great  war  now  raging  in  Europe. 
Dentists  who  have  served  at  the  American  and  other  ambulance  hospitals 
in  Europe,  and  others  of  international  reputation  in  their  special  branches, 
will  assist  in  this  work. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  statements  that  the  League  was  formed 
fourteen  months  before  the  war  was  declared  on  April  6,  1917,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  the  organization  had  already  secured  five  thousand  mem¬ 
bers;  sectional  units  (or  study  clubs)  had  been  formed  in  many  cities 
of  the  United  States;  the  plans  of  the  League  had  been  presented  by  its 
president  to  Surgeon-General  Gorgas  and  his  staff  and  so  much  organiza¬ 
tion  work  had  been  done  that  everything  was  ready  for  active  service 
when  the  president  of  the  League  received  his  appointment  on  April  11, 
1917,  to  the  Council  of  National  Defense  to  represent  the  League  on  the 
dental  committee  of  the  General  Medical  Board,  of  which  Dr.  Franklin 
Martin  was  general  chairman,  and  who  called  the  first  meeting  for  April 
15,  1917,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  real  work  of  the  League  had  now  begun  and  to  it  was  assigned, 
at  this  meeting,  the  work  of  making  the  drafted  men  dentally  fit  for  mili¬ 
tary  service  through  the  aid  of  the  civilian  dentist;  assisting  eligible  den¬ 
tists  to  join  the  Dental  Reserve  Corps  and  in  a  general  way  establishing 
contacts  between  the  government  and  the  civilian  dentist. 

It  soon  became  necessary  to  transfer  the  headquarters  of  the  League 
to  New  York  city,  where  it  remained  during  the  period  of  active  service. 
The  whole  of  the  dental  profession  rallied  to  the  cause  most  enthusiastic¬ 
ally  and  found  no  sacrifice  too  great  to  carry  the  banner  of  the  League 
to  the  highest  degree  of  success. 

The  government  gave  the  League  full  cooperation  by  commissioning 
as  second  lieutenant  one  of  our  officers  and  assigning  him  to  our  New 
York  headquarters.  This  officer,  Colonel  W.  A.  Heckard,  surrounded 
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himself  with  a  competent  staff  of  workers  and  through  diligent  applica¬ 
tion  reached  nearly  all  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  United  States  and 
its  dependencies,  and  directed  the  dentists  how  to  proceed  in  finding  the 
draftee  and  giving  him  necessary  dental  service. 

Our  country  was  divided  and  subdivided  into  departments  and  divi¬ 
sions  having  a  director-general,  directors  of  departments,  states  and 
League  units  through  which  the  draftee  was  reached. 

On  November  11,  1918,  more  than  eighteen  thousand  members  were 
enrolled;  more  than  one  and  one-half  million  free  dental  operations  had 
been  performed;  approximately  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  draftees 
had  been  made  dentally  fit  for  service  in  France;  the  Dental  Reserve 
Corps  was  formed  with  a  final  enrollment  of  seventy-five  hundred  officers ; 
ten  dental  ambulances  (dental  offices  on  wheels)  costing  five  thousand 
dollars  each,  had  been  presented  to  the  Government;  nearly  two  hundred 
sectional  units  had  been  established  in  as  many  cities  throughout  the 
United  States  for  the  study  and  practice  of  war  oral  surgery;  forty-five 
hundred  dollars  was  raised  and  sent  to  France  for  the  relief  of  families 
of  French  dentists  who  had  made  the  supreme  sacrifice;  assistance  was 
given  families  of  our  own  dentists  while  in  the  service  and  after  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  hostilities;  post-graduate  courses  in  war  oral  surgery  were 
given  in  Toronto,  Canada,  and  New  York  city.  Several  other  forms  of 
service  were  rendered  which  gave  the  League  its  unique  position  as  a 
service  medium.  It  called  for  a  drilling,  driving,  intensive  program  which 
demanded  a  heavy  toll  of  energy  and  sacrifice,  and  it  was  given  joyously 
and  without  restraint.  It  became  the  noble  achievement  of  a  benevolent 
profession  which  upheld  the  glorious  traditions  of  its  professional  fore¬ 
bears.  The  following  letters  are  self-explanatory: 

“WAR  DEPARTMENT 
“OFFICE  OF  THE  SURGEON-GENERAL 
“WASHINGTON 


“February  5,  1919. 

“Dr.  J.  W.  Beach,  Pres., 

“Preparedness  League  of  American  Dentists, 

“Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

“Dear  Doctor: — 

“Having  been  advised  of  the  gratuitous  service  rendered  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Preparedness  League  of  American  Dentists  in  assisting  to 
make  dentally  fit  the  Selective  Service  men  after  they  had  been  accepted 
by  their  local  boards  and  previous  to  their  induction  to  military  service, 
and  having  learned  that  about  a  half  million  dental  operations  were  per¬ 
formed  by  members  of  this  organization  for  those  entering  military  service 
without  expense  to  the  Government  or  the  soldier,  I  desire  to  convey  to 
you,  the  President,  and  through  you  to  the  remaining  officers  and  mem- 
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bers  by  either  letter  or  in  person,  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the  patriotic 
services  rendered. 

.  “Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  “M.  W.  Ireland, 

“Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  A.” 

“WAR  DEPARTMENT 
“WASHINGTON 


“March  4,  1921. 

“Dr.  J.  W.  Beach, 

“Allen  Street, 

“Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

“My  dear  Dr.  Beach : 

“I  desire  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  the  War  Department 
of  the  services  rendered  the  armed  forces  of  our  nation  by  the  Prepared¬ 
ness  League  of  American  Dentists  under  your  able  direction  as  its  Founder 
and  President. 

“The  loyalty,  the  meritorious  character,  and  the  magnitude  of  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Preparedness  League  of  American 
Dentists  calls  forth  the  highest  praise  upon  the  Dental  Profession  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  upon  you  in  particular. 

“In  this  I  desire  also  to  add  my  personal  appreciation  of  the  patriotic 
services  rendered  by  you  as  Founder  and  President  of  the  Preparedness 
League  of  American  Dentists. 

“Cordially  yours, 

(Signed)  “John  W.  Weeks, 

“Secretary  of  War.” 


JOHN  B.  MORDEN 

Prominently  identified  with  insurance  and  realty  affairs  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier  is  John  B.  Morden,  of  Niagara  Falls,  who  is  a  general  agent  for 
the  Zurich  General  Accident  &  Liability  Insurance  Company,  Limited, 
and  also  sole  owner  of  the  J.  B.  Morden  Realty  Company  of  Niagara  Falls. 
He  is  an  extensive  operator  in  both  insurance  and  real  estate  fields,  and 
is  rated  as  one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  of  this  vicinity. 

Mr.  Morden  was  born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  October  9,  1872,  the 
only  child  of  Edgar  R.  and  Frances  (Cameron)  Morden.  The  father  was 
born  at  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada,  in  1844,  and  died  at  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York,  in  1903.  He  was  reared  at  Rednersville,  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  after  his  marriage  resided  at  Port  Perry,  Ontario. 
He  was  a  shoemaker,  and  followed  his  trade  at  a  number  of  places.  He 
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worked  in  Renovo,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1870  went  to  Rochester,  New 
York,  thence  to  Spencerport,  New  York,  in  1874,  to  Marion,  New  York, 
in  1882,  back  to  Spencerport  in  1885,  to  Brockport,  New  York,  in  1886, 
and  then  to  Niagara  Falls  in  1893.  Here  he  worked  for  about  two  years, 
then  retired.  Politically  he  was  a  republican.  He  married  Frances 
Cameron,  who  was  born  in  1849,  near  Port  Perry,  Ontario,  and  died  at 
Niagara  Falls  in  1898.  The  grandfather  of  John  B.  Morden  was  Joseph 
I.  Morden,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  was  also  a  shoemaker,  and  lived  in 
the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  He  went  to  Spencerport  about  1877, 
and  retired,  dying  there  when  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  His  wife  was 
Jane  Redner,  who  was  born  at  Rednersville,  Ontario,  which  place  was 
named  for  her  father,  James  Redner,  an  extensive  land  holder.  She  died 
at  Spencerport.  The  family  name  was  originally  Mordaunt,  members  of 
which  journeyed  from  Normandy  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror 
in  the  eleventh  century.  The  spelling  of  the  name  was  later  changed  to 
Morden.  The  first  of  the  family  came  to  America  in  colonial  days,  and 
as  the  Mordens  were  loyal  to  the  British  Crown  they  moved  into  Canada 
when  the  Revolutionary  war  began.  Sir  William  Johnson,  the  governor 
of  the  colony,  gave  an  extensive  land  grant  to  one  of  the  early  direct 
ancestors  of  John  B.  Morden,  and  to  the  great-great-great-grandfather  of 
the  latter,  when  a  youth,  Sir  William  presented  a  thousand  acres  of  land, 
comprising  all  of  what  is  now  Jersey  City.  This  grant  is  on  file  in  the 
state  records  at  Albany,  New  York. 

John  B.  Morden  attended  the  public  schools  of  Spencerport  and  Marion, 
New  York,  was  a  pupil  in  the  academic  department  of  the  Brockport 
Normal  School,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Rochester  Business  Uni¬ 
versity  with  the  class  of  1888.  For  two  years  he  held  a  position  in  the 
office  of  the  D.  S.  Morgan  Company,  manufacturers  of  farm  implements, 
at  Brockport.  He  then  worked  for  L.  G.  Gordon,  a  retail  shoe  dealer,  as 
manager  of  shoe  stores  in  different  cities  until  he  came  to  Niagara  Falls 
in  1893.  In  the  L.  G.  Gordon  store  here  he  was  a  salesman  until  1900, 
then  started  in  the  insurance  business  as  traveling  representative  for  the 
Great  Eastern  Casualty  Insurance  Company  of  New  York,  covering  the 
state  for  one  and  a  half  years.  Next,  he  was  with  the  Maryland  Casualty 
Company  as  general  agent  for  western  New  York,  with  offices  in  Buffalo, 
until  1904,  then  traveled  as  special  agent  for  the  Travelers  Insurance 
Company  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  covering  New  York  state  for  about 
one  year.  Following  this,  Mr.  Morden  was  with  the  same  company  in 
Pennsylvania  for  a  brief  period,  then  in  Rhode  Island  for  a  short  time. 
In  1905  he  was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  Bridgeport  office  and  outlying 
territory,  where  he  stayed  until  1906.  He  then  removed  to  Peoria,  Illinois, 
as  special  agent  for  the  same  company,  covering  Peoria  and  southern 
Illinois.  In  June,  1907,  he  returned  to  Niagara  Falls,  and  opened  a  gen¬ 
eral  office  for  the  Travelers  Insurance  Company,  but  resigned  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1908,  and  became  general  agent  and  adjustor  for  the  General  Acci¬ 
dent,  Fire,  Life  &  Liability  Assurance  Company,  Limited,  of  Perth,  Scot¬ 
land,  with  United  States  offices  at  Philadelphia,  being  assigned  to  cover 
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territory  of  Niagara  Falls  and  vicinity.  In  1921  he  became  general  agent 
and  adjustor  for  the  Zurich  General  Accident  &  Liability  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany,  Limited,  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  with  offices  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 
However,  Mr.  Morden  reported  to  the  eastern  department  at  New  York 
city.  Mr.  Morden  has  his  offices  in  Niagara  Falls  at  403  Niagara  Falls 
Trust  Company  building.  As  noted  previously,  he  is  also  sole  owner  of 
the  business  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  J.  B.  Morden  Realty  Com¬ 
pany,  and  buys  and  sells  real  estate  principally  on  his  own  account,  but 
also  carries  on  a  general  real  estate  business,  being  one  of  the  principal 
insurance  and  realty  operators  of  Niagara  Falls.  He  owns  a  fine  modern 
residence  at  2901  Walnut  avenue  in  Niagara  Falls  and  also  much  other 
real  estate  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Morden  was  married,  July  22,  1906,  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  to  Miss 
Grace  Eleanor  Smelt,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Annie  (Thorpe)  Smelt, 
both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  The  father  was  a  machinist  for  various 
railroad  companies. 

Politically  Mr.  Morden  gives  his  support  to  the  republican  party,  and 
his  religious  connection  is  with  St.  Peter’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 
He  is  a  life  member  and  past  exalted  ruler  of  Niagara  Falls  Lodge,  No. 
346,  of  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  belongs  to  the  Erie 
Lane  Country  Club  near  Fort  Erie,  the  Kiwanis  Club  of  Niagara  Falls, 
and  was  the  first  president  of  the  Hyde  Park  Lawn  Bowling  Club,  of 
which  he  is  now  honorary  president,  an  honor  bestowed  upon  him  in 
recognition  of  his  efforts  in  promoting  the  sport  of  lawn  bowling.  During 
the  World  war  Mr.  Morden  was  chairman  of  the  allotment  and  allowance 
divisions  of  the  bureau  of  insurance  for  Niagara  Falls  and  vicinity. 


WILLIAM  A.  RALYEA 

William  A.  Ralyea,  is  president  and  treasurer  of  Ralyea,  Incorporated, 
dealers  in  china,  silver  and  glassware,  located  at  323  Washington  street 
in  Buffalo.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reputable  business  houses 
now  operating  in  the  city,  having  been  established  in  1867,  and  Mr.  Ralyea, 
as  its  chief  executive,  is  carrying  on  in  most  laudable  manner  the  task 
tc  which  his  late  father  devoted  his  active  career. 

Mr.  Ralyea  was  born  in  Buffalo,  January  30,  1888,  a  son  of  William 
Wallace  and  Anna  (McFarlane)  Ralyea.  The  father  was  born  at  Cora, 
Pennsylvania,  July  3,  1863,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  March  14,  1927.  He  at¬ 
tended  public  schools  at  West  Falls,  Erie  county,  New  York,  and  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  East  Aurora  Academy.  He  was  first  employed  on  public 
works,  then  was  in  the  meat  business  at  East  Aurora  for  two  years,  and 
next  came  to  Buffalo,  where  he  took  charge  of  the  Tremont  Hotel,  which 
he  conducted  until  1886,  then  entered  the  employ  of  E.  C.  Poole  at  242 
Main  street,  and  later  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  E.  C.  Poole  &  Com¬ 
pany,  dealers  in  crockery.  Mr.  Ralyea  later  bought  Mr.  Poole’s  interests, 
conducting  the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Buffalo  China  Company. 
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Later  his  son,  William  A.  Ralyea,  became  a  partner  under  the  name  of  W. 
W.  Ralyea  &  Son.  In  1921  this  became  Ralyea,  Incorporated,  and  he  was 
the  president  until  his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the  immediate  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  enterprises  of  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  dealing  in  china,  silver  and  glassware,  and  selling  principally 
to  hotels,  restaurants,  institutions,  and  churches,  and  also  to  the  retail 
trade.  They  represent  four  leading  companies,  namely :  the  Onondaga 
&  Syracuse  china,  the  Libbey  glass,  Oneida  silverware,  and  Hall  china. 
This  business  originated  about  1867  as  a  small  retail  china  store.  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Ralyea  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  stock,  and  was  a  cousin 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Grover  Cleveland.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  gave  his  political  support 
to  the  republican  party.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  Niagara  Lodge, 
No.  25,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  he  was  a  director  of  the  Germania  Park  Land 
Company. 

On  October  26,  1884,  William  W.  Ralyea  was  married  to  Anna  Mc- 
Farlane,  a  native  of  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  and  now  living  at 
Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  McFarlane,  the 
former  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the  latter  of  Ireland,  and  both  now  de¬ 
ceased.  William  McFarlane,  a  lumberman,  was  a  pioneer  of  North  Bay, 
Ontario,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  days. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  William  A.  Ralyea  were  Abraham  E. 
and  Maryette  (Brown)  Ralyea.  The  former  was  born  in  Bear  Lake, 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  East  Aurora,  New  York.  He  was  a  soldier 
during  the  Civil  war,  and  suffered  the  loss  of  a  leg  at  the  battle  of  Gettys¬ 
burg.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at  East  Aurora. 

William  A.  Ralyea  attended  public  school  No.  49  in  Buffalo  and  Holy 
Angels  College,  then  became  associated  with  his  father  in  business,  eventu¬ 
ally  becoming  a  junior  partner.  On  incorporation  in  1921,  he  became 
treasurer,  and  at  his  father’s  death  in  1927  became  president  and  treas¬ 
urer.  He  has  commendably  upheld  the  fine  traditions  and  policies  of 
Ralyea,  Incorporated,  and  likewise  holds  a  most  enviable  position  in 
civic,  club  and  social  circles  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  republican  in  politics, 
and  is  a  communicant  of  St.  Mark’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  He  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Columbus;  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.;  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club;  Park  Club  of  Buffalo;  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club; 
Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club;  Rotary  Club;  Buffalo  Hotel  Associa¬ 
tion;  Stewards  Association;  Buffalo  Convention  and  Tourist  Bureau; 
Buffalo  Restaurant  Association;  and  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  During 
the  World  war  period,  he  was  associated  with  the  Department  of  Justice. 
He  is  a  devotee  of  hunting  and  fishing,  and  has  a  summer  home  on  Crescent 
Heights. 

At  Buffalo,  November  24,  1908,  occurred  the  marriage  of  William  A. 
Ralyea  and  Margaret  Grace  McPherson,  who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Galvin)  McPherson,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  died  at  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Ralyea  was  educated  in  the  Holy  Angels 
Academy,  and  graduated  from  high  school  at  Buffalo.  She  is  a  member 
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cf  St.  Mark’s  Roman  Catholic  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralyea  has  been 
born  one  son,  John  Wallace  Ralyea,  February  18,  1919,  and  now  a  student 
at  Canisius  College.  The  Ralyea  city  residence  is  at  150  Huntington 
avenue. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  KINCAID 

William  Wallace  Kincaid,  president  of  The  Spirella  Company,  Inc., 
of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  has  long  been  numbered  among  the  leading 
manufacturers  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  town¬ 
ship,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  26,  1868,  a  son  of  Rev.  John 
Smith  and  Margaretta  0.  (Tuttle)  Kincaid.  Following  his  graduation 
from  the  Corry  high  school  of  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  in  June,  1887,  he 
became  a  member  of  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Guard,  with 
which  he  served  for  three  years  or  until  June,  1890.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Keystone  View  Company  of  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
capacity  of  sales  manager  from  1897  until  1904.  In  the  latter  year,  in 
co-partnership  with  Marcus  Merritt  Beeman  and  Jesse  Homan  Pardee, 
he  organized  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  a  firm  for  the  manufacture 
of  the  Spirella  corset  stay,  the  invention  of  Mr.  Beeman.  In  1905  the 
firm  was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  with  W.  W.  Kincaid 
as  president,  and  in  1912  Mr.  Kincaid  and  his  associates  incorporated  the 
business  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York  as  The  Spirella  Com¬ 
pany,  Inc.  In  1908,  The  Spirella  Company  of  Canada,  Limited  was  or¬ 
ganized  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  with  Mr.  Kincaid  as  president.  In 
1910,  The  Spirella  Company  of  Great  Britain  was  organized  at  Letch- 
worth,  England,  and  in  1920  Korsettfabriken  Spirella  Aktiebolag  was 
organized  at  Malmo,  Sweden,  while  in  1930  the  German  plant  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  Nowawes,  a  suburb  of  Berlin.  As  indicated  above,  Mr.  Kincaid 
is  the  president  of  both  The  Spirella  Company,  Inc.,  of  Niagara  Falls, 
New  York,  and  The  Spirella  Company  of  Canada,  Limited,  Niagara  Falls, 
Ontario,  and  is  thus  the  executive  head  of  a  mammoth  enterprise  for  the 
manufacture  of  women’s  figure  training  and  supporting  garments,  lingerie 
and  hosiery.  The  product  is  sold  through  professional  corsetieres  and  is 
in  popular  demand  by  women  throughout  the  world.  Aside  from  his  ex¬ 
tensive  manufacturing  interests,  Mr.  Kincaid  is  a  director  of  the  Power 
City  Trust  Company  of  Niagara  Falls,  affiliated  with  the  Marine  Midland 
Corporation.  He  also  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  at 
Ellerslie-on-Niagara,  Youngstown,  New  York,  and  is  raising  a  herd  of 
thoroughbred  Brown  Swiss  cows.  He  is  experimenting  with  various  kinds 
of  fertilizer  in  an  effort  to  produce  highly  nutritous  foods,  such  as  fruits, 
vegetables,  milk  and  eggs. 

In  1894,  at  Rapids,  Niagara  county,  New  York,  Mr.  Kincaid  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Elizabeth  Greenley,  of  Albany,  who 
was  formerly  a  resident  of  Adams,  New  York. 

A  republican  in  his  political  views,  Mr.  Kincaid  was  a  delegate  at 
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large  to  the  republican  national  convention  in  1912  and  a  delegate  to  the 
national  progressive  convention  in  the  same  year.  During  the  World 
war  he  was  one  of  the  Four-Minute  men  who  spoke  in  theaters,  churches 
and  other  public  places  in  the  interests  of  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  war 
relief  work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roosevelt  Memorial  Association. 
Long  prominent  in  civic  affairs,  he  served  as  president  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  from  1907  until  1910,  while 
in  1913  he  was  a  member  of  the  International  Cheque  Committee  of  the 
International  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  a  delegate  of  the  United  States 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the  London  meeting.  He  was  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  from  1921  until  1923 
and  occupied  the  presidency  of  the  American  Management  Association  of 
New  York  city  during  the  years  1922  and  1923.  He  has  been  a  director 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  during  the 
terms  of  1918-1923,  1926-1928  and  1930-1931,  and  was  chosen  president 
of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Planning  Association  in  1931.  His  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  Unitarian  Church  of  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  following 
Masonic  bodies;  Ransomville  Lodge,  No.  551,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Ransom- 
ville,  New  York;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A. 
O.  N.  M.  S.,  of  Buffalo,  New  York;  and  the  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Niagara 
Falls,  New  York.  His  name  is  also  on  the  membership  rolls  of  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Country  Club  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  the  City  Club  of  New 
York,  New  York  city;  the  Rotary  Club  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York;  the 
Niagara  Falls  Country  Club  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York;  the  Niagara 
Club  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York;  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Automobile  Club. 
A  man  of  marked  native  ability,  stanch  patriotism,  invincible  courage  and 
high  personal  character,  Mr.  Kincaid  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  good  will  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  lives  and  which 
he  has  honored  by  a  worthy  citizenship. 


ALEXANDER  TAYLOR 

Since  1906  Alexander  Taylor  has  been  a  lawyer  of  Buffalo.  Notably 
successful  in  his  profession,  he  is  recognized  as  an  able  and  dependable 
counsellor,  and  his  services  in  litigation  have  been  widely  sought.  He 
has  also  been  honored  with  public  office,  having  served  in  the  state  legis¬ 
lature  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  benefit  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  born  March  11,  1885,  a  son  of  Char¬ 
les  and  Ann  (Law)  Taylor.  The  father  was  born  in  Scotland,  and  died 
in  Buffalo  in  1919.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  ice  cream  manufacturers 
of  the  country,  engaging  in  this  business  at  Buffalo  and  also  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  dairymen  of  the  city.  His  political  connection  was  with  the 
republican  party,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Bethany  Presbyterian 
Church.  Charles  Taylor  was  a  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  who 
were  residents  of  Dundee,  Scotland,  during  their  entire  lives,  the  former 
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having  been  a  contractor  and  builder.  Ann  Law  Taylor,  the  mother  of 
Alexander  Taylor,  is  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  now  resides  at  Buffalo. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Law,  now  deceased,  who  were  born 
in  Freuchie  county,  Scotland;  the  father  was  a  farmer.  Alexander  Tay¬ 
lor  is  one  of  six  brothers  born  to  Charles  and  Ann  (Law)  Taylor,  the 
others  being  as  follows:  Robert  J.  and  John  L.,  who  are  engaged  in  the 
ice  cream  business  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana;  Charles,  who  manufactures 
ice  cream  machines  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin;  James  L.,  of  the  Power  City  Ice 
Cream  Company  of  Niagara  Falls;  and  Andrew,  engaged  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  ice  cream  at  Buffalo. 

Alexander  Taylor  finished  his  high  school  course  in  Buffalo  in  1901. 
During  his  high  school  years,  he  engaged  in  newspaper  work  in  the  sports 
department  of  the  Buffalo  Express.  He  next  took  up  the  study  of  law 
at  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  received  therefrom  his  degree  of  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Law  in  1905,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  the 
following  year.  For  five  or  six  years  he  and  George  B.  Doyle  comprised 
the  law  firm  of  Taylor  &  Doyle,  then  Mr.  Taylor  formed  a  partnership 
with  Bart  J.  Shanahan,  former  district  attorney,  which  arrangement  con¬ 
tinued  until  1927,  at  which  time  the  partnership  was  dissolved  to  enable 
Mr.  Taylor  to  become  counsel  of  a  joint  legislative  welfare  committee 
to  investigate  public  charitable  institutions.  The  present  old  age  pension 
law,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  is  due,  almost  entirely, 
to  the  investigations  and  recommendations  of  this  committee.  For  three 
years  prior  to  1927,  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  legislature  from  the 
first  assembly  district  of  Erie  county.  Mr.  Taylor  now  practices  alone, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State 
Bar  Association,  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  gives  his  poli¬ 
tical  support  to  the  republican  party,  and  his  religious  affiliation  is  with 
the  Bethany  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce,  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles,  the  MacGregor  Bay  Club  of  Canada,  the  Buffalo  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  St.  Andrews  Scottish  Society  and  the  Buffalo  Automobile 
Club.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  director  of  the  Roberts  Dairy,  Incorporated,  and 
C.  R.  Taylor,  Incorporated.  His  diversions  are  hunting  and  fishing,  and 
he  maintains  a  beautiful  summer  home  on  Grand  Island  in  the  Niagara 
river. 


JOHN  L.  STAEBER 

John  L.  Staeber,  county  clerk  of  Erie  county,  has  had  a  long  connec¬ 
tion  with  business  and  public  interests  and  in  every  instance  his  labors 
have  been  beneficially  resultant.  He  was  born  in  Alden,  New  York,  June 
10,  1879,  a  son  of  John  Staeber,  who  was  a  native  of  Saxony,  Germany, 
born  March  7,  1824.  The  grandfather,  John  Staeber,  was  a  lifelong  resi¬ 
dent  of  Germany  and  engaged  in  farming.  His  son,  John  Staeber,  a  shoe¬ 
maker  by  trade,  came  to  the  United  States  in  his  youth.  After  living  for 
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a  number  of  years  in  Attica,  New  York,  he  removed  to  Town  Line,  New 
York,  where  he  resided  until  his  demise  in  July,  1887.  In  religious  belief 
he  was  a  Lutheran,  and  he  exercised  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  candidates  of  the  republican  party.  He  married  Miss  Rosalie  Lotz, 
who  was  born  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Hesse,  Germany,  April  26,  1840,  a, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Eva  Barbara  (Moeller)  Lotz,  who  were  also 
natives  of  that  country.  Henry  Lotz  followed  the  trade  of  a  weaver  and 
tailor  for  a  number  of  years,  later  becoming  a  forester.  He  remained  in 
Germany  until  his  death  which  occurred  August  31,  1869,  but  Mrs.  Lotz 
passed  away  in  Buffalo,  June  19,  1902.  After  losing  her  first  husband 
Mrs.  Rosalie  Staeber  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Gretzler,  to  whom  she 
was  married  in  Lancaster,  New  York,  in  November,  1889.  She  departed 
this  life  December  10,  1918,  and  Mr.  Gretzler’s  demise  occurred  in  Buffalo 
in  October,  1921. 

John  L.  Staeber  received  his  earlier  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Alden  and  Lancaster,  graduating  from  Lancaster  high  school  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1898,  and  subsequently  graduated  from  Union  Col¬ 
lege,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  1903. 
In  August  of  the  latter  year  he  entered  the  Buffalo  office  of  The  Jno.  B. 
Squire  Company,  a  large  real  estate  and  insurance  concern,  and  worked 
for  them  for  nine  years,  acquiring  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  business. 
Ambitious  and  self-reliant,  he  took  over  their  Lancaster  branch  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1912,  and  this  he  conducted  independently  until  1921,  when  he 
took  in  several  partners,  and  incorporated  under  the  name  of  John  L. 
Staeber,  Inc.,  of  which  he  is  the  president.  Closely  studying  the  local  real 
estate  market,  he  is  alert  to  the  trend  of  the  times  in  his  special  field  and 
is  regarded  as  an  expert  valuator.  He  has  successfully  handled  many 
important  transfers  of  property  and  wisely  and  efficiently  manages  his 
business,  which  is  constantly  expanding.  He  is  identified  with  financial 
affairs  as  a  director  of  the  Citizens  National  Bank  of  Lancaster,  one  of  the 
important  financial  institutions  in  that  section  of  the  county. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1906,  Mr.  Staeber  was  married  in  Lancaster  to 
Miss  O.  Grace  Nelson,  a  native  of  Dubois,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  daughter 
of  August  and  Selma  (Swenson)  Nelson,  who  are  now  deceased.  After 
completing  a  course  in  the  Lancaster  high  school  Mrs.  Staeber  studied 
music  at  Augustana  College,  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  and  taught  music  prior 
to  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staeber  have  a  son,  John  Nelson  Staeber, 
who  was  born  June  4,  1907,  and  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business. 
The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  2  Elm  place,  Lancaster.  In  that  town 
Mrs.  Staeber  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Staeber  is  a  stanch  republican  and  has  been  chosen  to 
fill  public  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
village  of  Lancaster  for  one  term  and  assessor  for  an  equal  period.  In 
November,  1913,  he  was  elected  supervisor  for  the  township  of  Lancaster 
and  in  recognition  of  the  worth  of  his  service  was  continued  in  that 
capacity  to  December,  1930.  In  November,  1930,  he  was  elected  county 
clerk  and  took  office  January  1,  1931.  Throughout  the  period  of  his  con- 
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nection  with  public  affairs  he  has  capably,  faithfully  and  satisfactorily 
fulfilled  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  never  using-  politics  as  a  means  of 
self-aggrandizement.  During  the  World  war  he  had  charge  of  food  dis¬ 
tribution  in  his  township  and  was  also  active  in  the  Red  Cross  and  Liberty 
Loan  drives.  He  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  faith  and  has  always  been 
an  earnest  follower  of  the  teachings  of  his  church.  During  the  season  he 
attends  baseball  games  whenever  he  has  leisure  for  recreation  and  also 
derives  enjoyment  from  a  game  of  golf  or  the  reading  of  books,  having 
a  discriminating  taste  in  literature.  An  enthusiastic  Rotarian,  he  has 
membership  in  both  the  Lancaster  and  International  organizations  and 
endeavors  to  live  up  to  their  motto,  which  is  “Service  above  self.”  In 
Masonry  he  has  connection  with  Depew  Lodge,  No.  823,  F.  &  A.  M.,  has 
attained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  Buffalo  Consistory  of  the  Scottish 
Rite  and  is  a  Noble  of  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His  fraternal 
affiliations  also  include  membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  Elks,  Odd 
Fellows  and  Orioles.  While  a  college  student  he  joined  the  Delta  Phi 
society  and  he  likewise  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Automobile  Club.  That 
Mr.  Staeber  is  a  broad-minded  man  of  wide  contacts  is  indicated  in  the 
nature  and  scope  of  his  interests.  The  spirit  of  helpfulness  has  been 
manifest  at  every  point  in  his  career,  which  has  been  strong  and  service¬ 
able,  and  his  sincerity,  honesty  and  public  spirit  have  won  for  him  a  high 
place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


ANSLEY  WILCOX,  II 

In  the  legal  profession  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  the  name  of  Ansley 
Wilcox,  II,  is  one  that  carries  a  most  favorable  reputation.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
cox  has  become  one  of  the  most  capable  and  popular  attorneys  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  and  has  acquired  a  clientele  of  large  proportions.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Wallace,  Orr  &  Wilcox,  with  offices  at  380  Gluck  building  in 
the  city  of  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  where  he  wTas  born  April  22,  1899, 
a  son  of  Francis  Urquhart  and  Anne  K.  (Corson)  Wilcox. 

Francis  U.  Wilcox,  now  a  resident  of  Albany,  New  York,  was  born 
at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1865,  and  was  there  reared  to  young  man¬ 
hood.  He  attended  Phillips-Andover  Academy  and  Yale  University,  and 
came  to  Niagara  Falls  in  his  youth.  Here  he  held  a  position  with  the 
Niagara  Falls  Power  Company.  In  1905  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  was  associated  with  the  Frontier  Telephone  Company,  and  in  1910  he 
went  to  Albany,  where  he  became  connected  with  the  public  service  com¬ 
mission,  which  position  he  now  holds.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Re¬ 
formed  Church,  and  is  independent  in  politics.  His  wife,  who  was  Anne 
K.  Corson  prior  to  their  marriage,  was  born  in  1864,  in  New  York  city, 
and  died  at  Castleton-on-Hudson,  New  York,  in  1926.  To  them  were  born 
three  children :  Katherine,  now  a  resident  of  Albany,  New  York,  married 
Archibald  B.  Wheeler;  Francis  Urquhart,  Jr.,  a  veteran  of  the  World  war, 
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is  a  farmer  residing  at  Castleton-on-Hudson,  New  York;  and  Ansley. 
Francis  U.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the  first  aviators  to  land  in  France  after 
the  United  States  entered  the  late  war.  He  was  overseas  for  two  years, 
and  was  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  aviation  service. 

Ansley  Wilcox,  II,  was  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and 
Albany,  also  attended  Albany  Academy,  and  then  matriculated  in  Cornell 
University,  receiving  therefrom  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1921.  He 
continued  his  legal  preparation  at  the  Albany  Law  School  and  received 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  1924.  In  that  year  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  New  York  state  at  Rochester,  and  immediately  thereafter 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Buffalo,  there  continuing  until 
1928.  He  then  came  to  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  has  been  since,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Wallace,  Orr  &  Wilcox. 

On  August  31,  1925,  Mr.  Wilcox  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Allison 
Davenport,  who  was  born  at  Winchester,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Wilcox  is 
an  independent  republican  in  his  political  viewpoint,  and  his  religious 
affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Niagara 
Club,  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club.  His  professional  affiliation 
is  with  the  Niagara  County  Bar  Association,  and  during  his  college  days 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  fraternity,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi 
legal  fraternity,  the  Quill  and  Dagger  senior  society,  and  the  Justinian 
Society,  which  is  an  honorary  legal  organization.  During  the  World  war, 
Mr.  Wilcox  volunteered  for  service  in  the  United  States  Navy. 


HON.  FRED  M.  ACKERSON 

One  of  the  most  esteemed  and  able  jurists  and  lawyers  of  western 
New  York  is  the  Hon.  Fred  M.  Ackerson,  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Nia¬ 
gara  Falls.  For  fourteen  years  Judge  Ackerson  was  presiding  judge  of 
the  court  of  claims  under  appointment  of  republican  governors.  He  still 
is  a  member  of  that  court,  where  he  has  been  continued  by  Governor 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  a  democratic  governor.  This  appointment  by  a 
governor  of  opposite  political  faith  speaks  much  for  the  record  Judge 
Ackerson  has  made  on  the  bench.  He  has  most  ably  fulfilled  the  respon¬ 
sible  duties  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  his  reputation  as  a  judge,  as  a 
lawyer,  and  as  a  man  is  unblemished  and  unquestioned.  Gifted  with 
natural  legal  talent  and  keen  intelligence,  Judge  Ackerson  has  made  a 
notable  record  for  himself  in  the  history  of  the  Niagara  Frontier.  His 
influence  has  been  profound  wherever  he  has  contacted,  and  his  acts  have 
been  motivated  consistently  by  the  most  charitable  and  ethical  purposes. 
He  is  known  as  a  man  of  liberal  and  sympathetic  views,  with  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  problems  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  an  innate  desire 
to  serve  others. 

Judge  Ackerson  is  descended  from  a  proud  and  historic  ancestry  of 
Revolutionary  and  colonial  days.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Somerset, 
Niagara  County,  New  York,  June  6,  1866,  one  of  the  three  children  of 
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Charles  F.  and  Mary  J.  (Nellist)  Aekerson.  He  has  one  brother,  George 
D.,  and  a  sister,  Lovina  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Frank  Cole,  and  all 
residing  at  Gasport,  New  York.  His  paternal  grandfather,  David  Acker- 
son,  of  Carlton,  Orleans  county,  New  York,  was  of  German  descent.  His 
ancestors  came  to  New  York  about  1710,  and  were  emigrants  from  the 
Palatinate  in  Germany.  They  settled  in  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  valleys 
in  New  York,  where  they  became  prominent  residents.  They  did  yeo¬ 
man  service  for  the  American  colonies  during  the  Revolutionary  war 
period.  Judge  Ackerson’s  great-grandfather,  John  Aekerson,  was  a  dis¬ 
patch  carrier  on  General  Washington’s  staff,  and  a  number  of  his  brothers 
wore  the  buff  and  blue  of  the  American  Army.  The  paternal  grandmother 
of  Judge  Aekerson,  who  was  Betsy  (Gates)  Aekerson,  was  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Ann  (Anderson)  Gates.  Both  the  Gates  and  Anderson  families 
came  from  England  and  were  conspicuous  in  the  Revolutionary  period 
and  in  colonial  history. 

Ann  Anderson,  Judge  Ackerson’s  great-grandmother,  was  the  oldest 
child  of  John  Anderson  who  was  born  at  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire, 
August  31,  1757,  and  died  at  Gaines,  Orleans  county,  New  York,  October 
2,  1827.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  Army  during  the  American 
Revolution  and  fought  at  Bunker  Hill  and  Fort  Ticonderoga,  as  appears 
in  the  history  of  Londonderry,  New  Hampshire  and  by  the  pioneer  history 
of  Orleans  county,  New  York,  by  Arad  Thomas  and  published  at  Albion, 
New  York,  in  1871.  The  further  military  record  of  John  Anderson  in 
the  Revolution  is  found  in  New  Hampshire  state  papers,  Vol.  30,  p.  86, 
and  N.  H.  Rev.  Rolls,  Vol.  1,  pp.  73,  178.  Vol.  2,  p.  199. 

Judge  Ackerson’s  maternal  grandparents  were  George  and  Ann 
(Breckon)  Nellist,  who  came  to  Niagara  county  from  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Hartland  about  1830.  Almost  every  male  member  of  the  Nellist  fam¬ 
ily  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  Civil  war.  Four  brothers  of 
Judge  Ackerson’s  mother  were  members  of  the  Twenty-eighth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry  and  the  Second  New  York  Mounted  Rifles.  Two  of 
them  faced  starvation  as  captives  in  the  notorious  Libby  prison,  and 
one  died  in  Carver  Hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  from  disease  contracted 
during  the  siege  of  Petersburg.  Charles  F.  Aekerson,  the  father  of  Judge 
Aekerson,  was  a  farmer  during  his  entire  life,  and  for  many  years  was 
a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town  of  Somerset.  For  seven  years  he  repre¬ 
sented  that  town  on  the  Niagara  county  board  of  supervisors.  He  died  at 
Somerset  in  October,  1904. 

Judge  Aekerson  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community, 
also  Yates  Academy  in  Orleans  county,  and  the  Brockport  Normal  School, 
from  wrhich  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  month  of  June,  1889. 
During  the  years  1887  and  1888,  however,  he  had  been  principal  of  the 
village  school  at  Somerset  Corners.  In  September,  1889,  he  began  the 
study  of  law  with  John  E.  and  Cuthbert  W.  Pound,  at  Lockport,  New 
York,  and  in  the  fall  of  1890  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Buffalo,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  May,  1892,  with  the  degree 
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of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  In  the  following  June,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  the  state,  and  immediately  began  the  active  practice  of  law  in  Buffalo, 
as  a  partner  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Hammond  and  Charles  S.  Hatch.  In 
March,  1894,  Judge  Ackerson  removed  to  Niagara  Falls,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  After  serving  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  in  this  city,  he  was  appointed,  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1902,  as  assistant  district  attorney  by  the  Hon.  Burt  G.  Stockwell, 
who  was  district  attorney  of  Niagara  county.  On  January  1,  1905,  Judge 
Ackerson  was  reappointed  by  Mr.  Stockwell.  In  November,  1907,  he  was 
elected  district  attorney,  was  reelected  in  1910  and  in  1913,  each  time 
with  an  increased  majority  over  his  opponents.  In  1915,  while  serving 
his  third  term  as  district  attorney,  Judge  Ackerson  was  appointed  an 
associate  judge  of  the  court  of  claims  of  the  state  of  New  York  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Charles  S.  Whitman,  and  in  March,  1916,  Governor  Whitman  ap¬ 
pointed  him  presiding  judge  of  this  same  court.  Judge  Ackerson  has 
recently  been  appointed  to  this  important  position  for  the  third  time. 

The  political  affiliation  of  Judge  Ackerson  is  with  the  republican  party, 
and  fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  belongs  to  all  of  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite 
Masonic  bodies,  and  to  the  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  Buf¬ 
falo.  In  September,  1922,  Judge  Ackerson  received  the  thirty-third 
degree  in  Scottish  Rite  Masonry  and  became  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Supreme  Council. 

In  August,  1892,  Judge  Ackerson  was  married  to  Miss  Evangeline 
Hotaling,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  I.  W.  Hotaling,  of  Somerset,  New 
York.  Mrs.  Ackerson  died  in  July,  1905,  leaving  one  daughter,  Leah,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Handte,  of  New  York  city.  In  June,  1909,  Judge 
Ackerson  was  married  secondly  to  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Vogt,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  B.  Vogt,  of  Niagara  Falls.  To  this  union  there  have 
been  born  three  children:  Mary  Elizabeth,  Charles  Frederick,  and  Alda 
Katherine,  but  the  last  named  died  as  the  result  of  an  accident  at  Parry 
Sound,  Ontario,  in  July,  1923,  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 


RAYMOND  PH.  WEIL 

One  of  the  foremost  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  in  Buffalo  is  Ray¬ 
mond  Ph.  Weil,  whose  business  is  located  at  39-43  East  Chippewa  street, 
where  he  carries  a  complete  line  of  vegetables  and  groceries,  and  a  special 
line  of  cut  flowers  and  plants.  Mr.  Weil  is  the  owner  of  considerable  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  city,  and  is  highly  deserving  of  the  success  he  has  won  through 
his  individual  efforts  and  astute  management.  Beginning  with  a  vegetable 
stand  in  the  Washington  Market,  Mr.  Weil  has  developed  his  business  to 
its  present  large  proportions,  and  is  widely  known  as  a  reliable  merchant. 
For  many  years,  the  buying  public  has  been  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Weil  policy  is  to  sell  the  best  merchandise  at  the  fairest  price,  and  this 
has  been  his  best  advertisement. 
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Raymond  Ph.  Weil  was  born  in  Buffalo,  July  21,  1890,  a  son  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Long)  Weil.  Frederick  Weil,  also  a  native  of 
Buffalo,  now  lives  in  this  city,  and  previous  to  his  retirement  to  private 
life  was  a  hotel  keeper.  He  is  a  republican,  and  a  member  of  the  English 
Lutheran  Church.  His  wife  was  born  in  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Eve  (Fogelsinger)  Long.  Joseph  Long,  who  was  born  at  Clarence 
Center,  New  York,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four,  was  a 
hotel  keeper,  a  grower  of  celery  and  market  produce,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war.  His  wife  was  born  at  Williamsville,  New  York,  and  is  now 
living  at  Buffalo,  having  attained  the  age  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Raymond  Ph.  Weil  finished  his  grade  school  studies  at  public  school 
No.  13  of  Buffalo,  and  attended  Masten  Park  high  school  for  a  short  period. 
He  then  pursued  a  business  course  at  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  Col¬ 
lege,  and  here  graduated.  During  his  school  days,  he  first  began  the 
work  in  which  he  was  destined  to  win  success.  He  established  vegetable 
stands  in  the  Washington  market,  and  tended  them  during  the  hours  away 
from  his  classroom.  He  still  maintains  these  stands,  and  has  done  so 
since  May  10,  1906.  After  leaving  school,  he  was  associated  with  J.  L. 
Hudson,  a  Main  street  clothier,  as  a  salesman  for  six  months,  and  was 
then  employed  by  his  uncle,  George  D.  Long,  who  was  a  wholesale  commis¬ 
sion  merchant  in  the  Elk  street  market.  During  1910  Mr.  Weil  had 
charge  of  one  branch  of  this  business,  then  gave  his  entire  time  to  his 
own  stands  in  the  market,  also  rented  additional  stands  and  thus  steadily 
increased  his  interests.  By  1914  he  had  twelve  employees,  and  in  1917 
he  opened  his  present  business  at  39-43  East  Chippewa  street.  Three  years 
later,  in  1920,  he  purchased  the  building  in  which  his  store  is  housed,  and 
he  likewise  is  now  the  owner  of  various  other  business  properties  in  Buf¬ 
falo.  Mr.  Weil  has  always  had  the  utmost  faith  in  the  value  of  Buffalo 
real  estate,  and  has  invested  his  earnings  largely  in  his  home  town.  He 
is  a  republican  politically,  and  his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Holy 
Trinity  English  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Weil  is  president  and  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Park  Commis¬ 
sion,  having  succeeded  Hamilton  Ward  in  this  position.  In  public-spirited 
manner  he  has  given  his  time  and  efforts  to  various  civic  and  philanthro¬ 
pic  drives  in  Buffalo,  likewise  was  active  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  war  days.  In  club  and  fraternal  affairs  of  Buffalo,  he 
has  established  wide  connections.  He  is  a  life,  member  of  the  Transit 
Valley  Country  Club,  and  was  president  during  1924  and  1925,  when  the 
new  club  house  was  constructed.  He  is  a  life  member  of  both  the  Bene¬ 
volent  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Orioles.  He  belongs  to  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Athletic  Club,  the  Park  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertis¬ 
ing  Club,  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  of  which  he  is  a  life  member, 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  the  Exchange  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Automobile  Club,  and  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Men’s  Association  of 
Buffalo.  He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Harmonie  Lodge,  No.  699,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
Buffalo  Consistory;  Ismailia  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  of  which  he 
is  treasurer;  Zuleika  Grotto;  and  the  Royal  Order  of  Jesters.  He  is  like- 
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wise  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  he  has 
always  been  a  devotee  of  indoor  and  outdoor  sports. 

In  1915,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Weil  married  Miss  Emma  Austin,  who  was 
born  in  this  city,  a  daughter  of  George  Austin.  She  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  graduated  at  Lafayette  high  school,  then  took  a  business 
course,  and  prior  to  her  marriage  was  associated  with  the  investment 
securities  house  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Company.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  English  Lutheran  Church  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  vari¬ 
ous  women’s  organizations.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weil  have  a  son  and  daughter, 
Raymond  Ph.,  Jr.  and  Mary  Lou. 


HENRY  PETER  BURGARD,  II 

In  financial  and  stock  brokerage  circles,  and  in  the  club  life  of  Buffalo, 
Henry  P.  Burgard,  II,  occupies  a  place  of  prominence,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  favorably  known  among  the  younger  business  men  of  the  city.  He 
is  a  partner  in  the  stock  brokerage  firm  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Company,  with 
offices  in  the  Erie  County  Bank  building,  and  has  rapidly  won  recogni¬ 
tion  in  this  field  of  activity,  for  which  his  previous  business  experience 
has  well  fitted  him.  Mr.  Burgard  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  his  birth  having 
here  occurred  December  23,  1900,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Alfred  S.  and  Anna 
(Brown)  Burgard,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Buffalo.  Alfred  S.  Bur¬ 
gard  is  a  general  contractor,  and  is  associated  with  the  Henry  P.  Bur¬ 
gard  Company  of  this  city.  He  is  of  Alsatian  descent.  His  wife,  of 
English  descent,  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  John  McCormick  and  Anna 
Brown  of  Buffalo. 

Henry  P.  Burgard,  II,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo  and  the 
Nichols  School,  and  received  an  appointment  to  the  United  States  Mili¬ 
tary  Academy  at  West  Point,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1920.  He 
remained  in  the  army  until  1923,  and  during  his  three  years  of  service 
was  stationed  at  Fort  Benning,  Georgia,  Mt.  Gretna,  Pennsylvania,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  Camp  Meade,  Pennsylvania,  and  Fort  Howard,  Maryland. 
After  resigning  from  the  army,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Coca  Cola 
Company  at  Albany,  New  York,  as  district  sales  manager,  and  was  later 
transferred  to  Buffalo  in  the  same  capacity.  Soon  after  coming  to  Buf¬ 
falo,  however,  he  became  associated  with  the  investment  firm  of  Glenny, 
Monro  &  Moll,  remaining  with  that  organization  until  1925.  In  1926 
he  entered  the  employ  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Company,  brokers,  and  on  Janu¬ 
ary  1,  1929,  was  made  a  partner  in  the  firm. 

Mr.  Burgard  is  a  republican  in  his  political  views.  He  belongs  to  the 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Tennis  &  Squash 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Polo  Club,  in  which  he  is  a  player  on  the  polo  team, 
the  Buffalo  Luncheon  Club,  and  the  Army  and  Navy  Club  of  New  York. 

On  February  15,  1922,  Mr.  Burgard  was  married  to  Miss  Augusta 
Benning  Crawford,  of  Columbus,  Georgia,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Benning 
and  Henrietta  (Budd)  Crawford,  and  granddaughter  of  the  late  General 
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Henry  L.  Benning.  The  father  is  a  retired  engineer,  residing  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  while  the  mother,  who  was  a  native  of  Florida,  died  in  1924.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burgard  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children,  Annette 
Crawford,  born  August  26,  1925,  and  Augusta  Benning,  born  July  27, 
1928.  Mrs.  Burgard  is  very  active  in  social  and  club  affairs  of  Buffalo, 
and  holds  membership  in  the  Junior  League,  the  Campanile  Club,  and  the 
Society  of  Colonial  Dames.  The  family  residence  is  at  204  Bidwell  park¬ 
way  in  Buffalo. 


WALTER  JOSEPH  LOHR 

Lackawanna  has  derived  substantial  benefit  from  the  varied  activities 
of  Walter  J.  Lohr,  who  has  won  success  as  an  ice  manufacturer  and  in 
other  lines  of  business,  as  well  as  in  the  field  of  finance,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  has  accomplished  much  in  the  way  of  public  service.  He  was  born 
in  Buffalo,  November  8,  1890,  a  son  of  Charles  and  Malvina  (Kwiatkow- 
ski)  Lohr,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Poland.  They  lived  for  several 
years  in  Lackawanna,  where  the  father  was  connected  with  the  foreign 
exchange  business,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  They  were  devout  mem¬ 
bers  of  St.  Michael’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Mr.  Lohr  gave  his 
political  support  to  the  republican  party. 

Walter  J.  Lohr  was  first  a  pupil  in  St.  Patrick’s  parochial  school  in 
Buffalo  and  continued  his  studies  in  the  Lady  of  Victory  and  St.  Charles 
parochial  schools  of  Lackawanna.  His  initial  experience  in  commercial 
affairs  was  gained  as  an  apprentice  in  the  machine  shop  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Steel  Company,  with  which  he  spent  three  years.  Owing  to  im¬ 
paired  health  he  turned  to  outdoor  work  and  for  two  years  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  farming  in  Lewis  county,  New  York,  thus  regaining 
his  strength.  In  1914  he  embarked  in  business  in  Lackawanna,  where  he 
was  a  dealer  in  liquor  until  the  advent  of  prohibition.  It  was  in  1921 
that  he  began  the  manufacture  of  ice  in  Lackawanna,  erecting  a  modern 
plant,  which  he  still  owns  and  operates.  Its  daily  output  is  fifty-four 
tons  and  the  plant  has  a  storage  capacity  of  twenty-five  hundred  tons  of 
ice.  The  product  is  of  high  grade  and  has  a  wide  sale.  Mr.  Lohr  is  well 
known  to  local  motorists  as  the  proprietor  of  a  gasoline  station  which  is 
liberally  patronized  and  in  financial  circles  he  exerts  a  potent  influence  as 
vice  president  of  the  American  Bank  of  Lackawanna.  His  quick,  intuitive 
mind  enables  him  to  readily  recognize  the  difficulties,  the  possibilities  and 
the  opportunities  of  a  situation.  Energy  and  perseverance  are  brought 
to  bear  in  coping  with  the  former  and  tact  and  resourcefulness  utilize  the 
latter  in  the  accomplishment  of  his  well  defined  purpose. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  1913,  Mr.  Lohr  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Bertha  M.  Gapik,  who  was  born  in  that  city  and  acquired  her  educa¬ 
tion  in  one  of  its  parochial  schools.  Her  parents,  Anthony  and  Petrenola 
(Michalski)  Gapik,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  from  Poland,  their 
native  country,  settling  in  Buffalo,  where  the  father  still  resides,  but  the 
mother  has  passed  away.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lohr  have  two  children :  Eugenia 
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M.,  who  was  born  September  5,  1918;  and  Walter  J.,  Jr.,  born  January  23, 
1925.  The  residence  of  the  family  is  at  1000  McKinley  parkway,  Lacka¬ 
wanna,  and  Mr.  Lohr’s  business  address  in  Buffalo  is  761  Fillmore  avenue. 
He  has  membership  in  the  Church  of  Our  Lady  of  Victory  and  in  St.  Bar¬ 
bara’s  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  communicant. 
In  politics  he  is  a  republican  and  in  1923  was  elected  mayor  of  Lacka¬ 
wanna.  He  served  for  three  terms  of  two  years  each,  giving  to  the  city 
a  businesslike  and  progressive  administration  productive  of  much  good. 
In  1929  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  Polish  Union  of  America,  a  fra¬ 
ternal  insurance  organization  which  has  been  in  existence  for  about  forty 
years,  and  he  is  president  of  the  Polish  Home  Association  of  Lackawanna. 
He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus  of  Lackawanna,  the  Knights  of 
the  Alhambra  in  Buffalo,  and  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E.  Mrs. 
Lohr  is  connected  with  the  Polish  Star  and  the  Ladies  Republican  Club, 
both  of  Lackawanna.  As  an  energetic  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Mr.  Lohr  is  pushing  forward  the  wheels  of  progress  in  Lacka¬ 
wanna,  which  numbers  him  among  its  most  capable  business  men  and 
valuable  citizens.  Deeply  attached  to  his  state,  he  is  well  informed  regard¬ 
ing  events  that  have  shaped  its  history  and  has  been  made  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Association.  When  leisure  permits  he 
indulges  in  outdoor  sports  and  particularly  enjoys  baseball,  football  and 
fishing.  Directing  his  efforts  into  constructive  channels,  Mr.  Lohr  has 
built  his  success  upon  the  enduring  foundation  of  integrity  and  honor  and 
stands  deservedly  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellowmen. 


WARD  W.  MUNDIE 

Ward  W.  Mundie,  who  has  been  identified  with  financial  activities  in 
Buffalo  since  leaving  school,  was  born  at  Springville,  New  York,  April 
27,  1900,  the  only  child  of  Lewis  M.  and  Belle  S.  (Swaine)  Mundie.  Lewis 
M.  Mundie  was  born  at  Union  Spring,  New  York,  and  was  a  practicing 
attorney  until  his  retirement  to  private  life.  His  wife  was  a  native  of 
Colden,  New  York.  The  paternal  ancestors  of  Ward  W.  Mundie  were 
Scotch  and  English,  while  his  maternal  forebears  were  Scotch  and  Irish 
Both  his  paternal  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  were  sea  captains,, 
the  former  having  been  a  mate  under  Admiral  Farragut  during  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  Mundie’s  maternal  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  were 
members  of  the  medical  profession. 

Ward  W.  Mundie  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  at 
Fernwood  Academy  in  Fernwood,  New  York.  He  was  employed  by  the 
Marine  National  Bank,  later  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  with  which  he 
remained  for  four  years.  He  held  various  positions  with  this  organiza¬ 
tion,  having  begun  as  a  messenger  boy,  then  was  promoted  to  the  check 
desk,  then  to  the  exchange  department,  then  note  teller,  and  lastly  book¬ 
keeper.  He  next  became  connected  with  the  Citizens  Commercial  Trust 
Company  in  its  bond  department,  but  after  a  time  left  Buffalo  and  took  up 
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his  residence  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  he  engaged  in  the  broker¬ 
age  business  for  himself.  In  1921,  however,  he  returned  to  Buffalo  and 
again  became  identified  with  the  Citizens  Commercial  Trust  Company. 
On  December  1,  1926,  he  became  a  partner  in  the  investment  banking  firm 
of  Cleversley,  Rounds,  Mundie  &  Gowans,  which  was  organized  on  that 
date,  and  with  which  he  continued  until  September,  1930,  when  he  retired 
from  the  firm. 

On  August  27,  1921,  Mr.  Mundie  was  married  to  Miss  Margaretta 
L.  Lake,  of  Buffalo,  a  daughter  of  Frank  P.  and  Carrie  Lake,  the  father 
now  being  retired,  and  the  mother  deceased.  Prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Mundie  was  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  William  Hengerer  depart¬ 
ment  store  for  five  years.  Mr.  Mundie  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club  of 
Buffalo,  and  the  East  Aurora  Country  Club. 


SAMUEL  GODFREY  HEINRICH 

Notable  among  the  successful  German  residents  of  Buffalo  was  the  late 
Samuel  Godfrey  Heinrich,  who  was  engaged  in  the  wholesale  cigar  and 
tobacco  business  for  many  years,  and  was  a  citizen  of  high  standing,  pub¬ 
lic-spirited  and  of  exemplary  character.  His  birth  occurred  at  Boston,  New 
York,  on  December  9,  1859,  and  he  was  a  son  of  Diebold  and  Eva  (Heiser) 
Heinrich,  who  were  born  in  Alsace,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when 
young.  The  father  was  a  farmer  at  Boston,  New  York. 

Samuel  G.  Heinrich  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  birth¬ 
place,  and  then  attended  college  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  Upon  his  gradu¬ 
ation,  he  came  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  here  was  employed  in  a  whole¬ 
sale  clothing  house,  but  left  to  engage  in  business  for  himself,  with  T.  J. 
Link,  under  the  firm  name  of  Link  &  Company,  as  wholesale  cigar  and 
tobacco  merchants.  He  remained  in  that  business  until  his  death  in  1919. 
Mr.  Heinrich  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  was  an  active 
supporter  of  the  republican  party.  He  belonged  to  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Maltas,  and  the 
Idlewood  Club. 

On  October  4,  1884,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Heinrich  and  Miss 
Rose  Gallman,  daughter  of  Phillip  and  Magdalena  Gallman,  of  Boston, 
New  York.  Mrs.  Gallman  was  a  native  of  Boston,  but  the  father  was  born 
in  France,  coming  to  America  when  he  was  only  three  years  of  age.  He 
was  first  a  carpenter,  but  later  in  life  was  a  farmer. 

Mrs.  Heinrich  is  a  woman  of  many  activities,  and  is  an  earnest  worker 
in  numerous  affairs  beneficial  to  the  community.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Maltas,  the  Futura  Zuanna,  and  the  Mabel  Rebekahs  and  is  the  proud 
possessor  of  the  thirty  year  jewel  which  was  presented  to  her  two  years 
ago  by  the  Rebekahs.  She  has  filled  all  the  chairs  of  the  lodge,  first  hav¬ 
ing  been  secretary,  and  is  now  past  grand  matron.  She  was  a  participant 
in  the  drive  for  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  is  also  active  in  political 
circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Women’s  Republican  Club.  She  resides  at 
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812  South  Park  avenue,  and  enjoys  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances. 

Alvin  Heinrich,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  G.  Heinrich,  married 
Maude  Penny,  of  Buffalo,  and  they  have  a  son  and  a  daughter.  The  former, 
Samuel  Godfrey,  named  for  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  educated  at 
Gary,  Indiana,  and  at  Rutgers  College  in  New  Jersey  and  is  now  engaged 
in  business  with  his  father.  Helen  Heinrich  is  a  graduate  of  the  South 
Park  high  school  and  is  now  a  student  at  the  University  of  Buffalo. 


PAUL  J.  KOHLER 

Starting  as  a  drug  clerk,  Paul  J.  Kohler  has  based  his  advancement 
upon  the  essential  qualities  of  diligence  and  perseverance  and  now  occu¬ 
pies  the  vice  presidency  of  the  Jeffrey-Fell  Company,  one  of  the  large 
mercantile  organizations  of  Buffalo.  He  was  born  in  Beaver  Falls,  Lewis 
county,  New  York,  March  6,  1887,  a  son  of  Frederick  Kohler,  and  traces 
his  lineage  in  the  paternal  line  to  the  tenth  century.  The  father  was 
born  in  Switzerland  and  came  to  America  as  a  young  man,  locating  in 
Beaver  Falls,  New  York,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  buggies  for  many  years  but 
since  the  advent  of  the  horseless  carriage  has  given  his  attention  to 
general  automobile  repairing,  and  now  conducts  a  shop  in  Lowville,  New 
York.  The  mother,  Louise  (Nuspliger)  Kohler,  also  a  native  of  Switzer¬ 
land,  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  girl  in  company  with  an 
uncle  and  her  two  brothers.  She  passed  away  in  1913,  leaving  a  family 
of  six  children :  Minnie,  who  was  married  to  Louis  Kohler,  of  Lowville, 
now  sheriff  of  Lewis  county,  and  has  one  child,  Dorothy ;  Emma,  the  wife 
of  Harold  Peebles,  of  Lowville,  who  is  with  the  New  York  Utilities  Com¬ 
pany  and  has  a  son,  Donald;  Mary,  who  was  married  to  Harvey  Gallup, 
the  Ford  agent  at  Lowville,  and  has  become  the  mother  of  four  children ; 
Howard  H.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Jeffrey-Fell  Company  and  who 
was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss  Frances  O’Connell;  Helen,  private  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  district  attorney  of  Lewis  county,  New  York;  and  Paul  J. 

The  last  named  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Beaver 
Falls,  where  he  obtained  his  first  knowledge  of  the  drug  trade,  working 
for  a  pharmacist  of  that  town  for  six  years.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1913 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  drug  firm  of  Bigham  &  Dambach  for  four 
years.  In  1917  he  became  connected  with  the  Jeffrey-Fell  Company, 
wholesale  dealers  in  surgical  instruments  and  drug  supplies  at  316  Pearl 
street,  but  laid  aside  his  duties  on  the  19th  of  February,  1918,  when  he 
entered  the  United  States  Army.  After  a  brief  period  of  hard  training 
at  Camp  Upton,  New  York,  he  was  ordered  overseas,  sailing  for  France 
on  the  19th  of  April,  and  was  assigned  to  first  aid  duty  with  the  infantry. 
While  stationed  in  the  Marne  sector  he  was  wounded  August  13,  1918,  and 
incapacitated  for  further  service  at  the  front,  remaining  in  French  hos¬ 
pitals  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  the  30th  of  January,  1919,  he  re- 
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turned  to  the  United  States  and  was  mustered  out  at  Camp  Upton  a 
month  later.  Resuming  his  work  with  the  Jeffrey-Fell  Company,  he  ad¬ 
vanced  through  the  various  departments  as  he  proved  his  ability  and 
worth,  and  in  1922  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  firm,  whose  interests 
he  has  promoted  by  unfailing  devotion  to  duty,  the  exercise  of  his  sound 
judgment  and  capacity  for  business  management. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1924,  Mr.  Kohler  was  married  in  Buffalo  to 
Miss  Mabel  Swannie,  a  daughter  of  William  G.  and  Martha  (Orr) 
Swannie,  who  still  reside  here.  Her  father  is  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Crystal  Ice  Company  of  Buffalo — a  business  in  which  he  has  been 
financially  interested  for  several  years.  Mr.  Kohler  belongs  to  the  Kiwanis 
Club  and  to  Tuscania  Post  of  the  American  Legion  at  North  Buffalo. 
Throughout  his  commercial  career  he  has  concentrated  his  attention  upon 
one  line  of  activity,  thus  gaining  a  detailed  knowledge  of  the  drug  trade 
and  an  enviable  position  in  business  circles  of  his  city. 


KENNETH  A.  WOOD 

Kenneth  A.  Wood  of  Buffalo  is  a  member  of  the  investment  securities 
firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Company,  287  Main  street.  He  is  a  Yale  man,  was 
the  recipient  of  the  French  Croix  de  Guerre  during  the  World  war,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  active  club  men  of  the  city.  He  has  become  well  known 
beyond  business  circles,  having  at  all  times  manifested  a  desire  to  co¬ 
operate  in  civic  matters  which  he  considered  of  merit  and  benefit  to  the 
community. 

Kenneth  A.  Wood  was  born  at  Deep  River,  Connecticut,  December  31, 
1894,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Sarah  (Fraser)  Wood.  Charles  H. 
Wood  was  born  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and  is  now  residing  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  Wood  &  Brooks  Com¬ 
pany,  manufacturers  of  piano  keys  and  piano  actions.  He  is  a  republican, 
and  member  of  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  church.  His  father, 
Adoniram  Wood,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  died  at  Swansea,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  as  a  result  of  wounds  received  during  the  Civil  war.  Sarah  (Fraser) 
Wood,  the  mother  of  Kenneth  A.,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  now  lives 
at  Buffalo.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (McLelland) 
Fraser,  both  born  in  Scotland.  Thomas  Fraser  was  engaged  in  the 
shipping  business  in  the  east;  was  a  captain  in  the  Union  Army  during 
the  Civil  war;  and  died  at  Philadelphia,  while  his  wife  died  at  Buffalo. 

Kenneth  A.  Wood  graduated  from  public  school  No.  14  at  Buffalo, 
also  attended  the  Nichols  School  in  this  city,  and  graduated  from  the 
Hotchkiss  School  at  Laville,  Connecticut,  in  1915.  He  then  took  up  his 
higher  studies  at  Yale  University,  which  were  interrupted  by  his  service 
in  the  United  States  Army  overseas,  but  upon  his  return  he  continued 
and  received  his  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  1920,  this  being  the  1919 
class.  In  June,  1917,  Mr.  Wood  enlisted  in  the  motor  transport  service, 
was  in  France  for  twenty-three  months  and  was  honorably  discharged 
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from  the  army  at  St.  Aignau,  France.  He  had  passed  his  examinations 
for  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant  when  the  armistice  was  signed. 
For  bravery  in  action,  the  French  government  awarded  him  the  Croix  de 
Guerre. 

Having  returned  from  the  war,  and  having  received  his  diploma  from 
Yale  University,  Mr.  Wood  became  associated  with  the  Wood  &  Brooks 
Company  of  Buffalo  as  a  salesman  and  clerk,  and  so  continued  until  April, 
1927,  when  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  J.  C.  Dann  &  Company, 
investment  bankers  and  brokers.  Mr.  Wood  became  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange  on  July  18,  1929,  and  in  1928-29  was  chairman 
of  the  local  airport  board. 

On  October  28,  1922,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Wood  was  married  to 
Miss  Emily  White,  a  native  of  this  city,  and  a  daughter  of  Seymour  P.  and 
Annie  (Dunbar)  White.  Mr.  White  is  the  managing  owner  of  the  White 
building  at  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Joan,  born  September  18,  1923;  Kenneth  A.,  Jr.,  born  July  16,  1925;  and 
Emily  Anne,  born  August  25,  1929.  Mrs.  Wood  received  her  education 
at  the  Franklin  school  of  Buffalo  and  the  Dobbs  Ferry  School  at  Dobbs 
Ferry,  New  York.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Garret  Club  and  the  Campanile  Club  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Wood  is  a  republican  in  his  political  affiliation,  and  in  1920  was 
on  the  speakers’  committee  in  the  Harding  Presidential  campaign,  in 
which  capacity  he  toured  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  He  is  now  a  member 
and  a  director  of  the  Association  Against  the  Prohibition  Amendment. 
He  belongs  to  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo  (past  director), 
the  Buffalo  Country  Club  (a  director),  the  Buffalo  Tennis  and  Squash 
Club,  the  Erie  Downs  Country  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club,  the 
Cherry  Hill  Country  Club,  the  Metropolitan  Club  of  New  York  city,  the 
Yale  Club  of  New  York  city,  the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Buffalo  Luncheon  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences,  the  Psi  Upsilon  college  fraternity,  and  for  the  past 
seven  years  has  been  chaplain  of  Lorenzo  Burrows,  Jr.,  Post,  No.  78, 
of  the  American  Legion.  Mr.  Wood’s  religious  connection  is  with  the 
Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  of  Buffalo. 


GEORGE  C.  SWEET,  Jr. 

Not  many  years  have  elapsed  since  George  C.  Sweet,  Jr.  began  his 
legal  career  in  Buffalo,  the  city  of  his  birth,  but  during  this  period  he  has 
repeatedly  demonstrated  his  ability  in  the  profession  of  his  choice,  and  has 
acquired  for  himself  a  position  in  the  first  rank  of  the  younger  attor¬ 
neys.  While  exacting  in  its  demands,  the  legal  profession  holds  forth  high 
rewards  to  the  one  who  abides  by  its  ethics  and  is  fair  with  his  clients. 
That  Mr.  Sweet  appreciates  these  truths  is  indicated  by  his  conduct  of  the 
matters  which  have  been  placed  in  his  hands.  He  is  a  member  of  the  law 
firm  of  Wilcox  &  Van  Allen,  1008  Liberty  Bank  building,  one  of  the  out- 
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standing  firms  in  the  city,  engaged  in  general  practice,  though  particularly 
corporation,  banking  and  real  estate  law  and  surrogates  practice. 

George  C.  Sweet,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Buffalo,  on  February  25,  1895,  a 
son  of  George  C.,  Sr.,  and  Ida  May  (Crittenden)  Sweet.  The  father  was 
born  at  Eden,  New  York,  September  26,  1851,  and  died  in  Buffalo  January 
18,  1928.  He  was  associated  with  the  Wm.  Hengerer  Company,  owners 
of  a  department  store,  in  Buffalo,  in  an  executive  capacity,  and  had  been 
with  that  company  for  twenty  years.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  J.  B.  Sweet  &  Son,  manufacturers  of  baby  carriages,  at  Buffalo. 
He  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and  his  religious  connection  was  with  the 
Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  trustee  and 
member  of  the  music  committee  for  many  years.  Mr.  Sweet  was  for 
more  than  thirty  years  closely  and  prominently  identified  with  music  in 
this  community.  He  had  a  beautifully  rich  and  deep  bass  voice  and  was 
well  known  in  choral  and  choir  singing,  being  an  organizer  of  the  Guido 
Chorus  and  long  a  member  of  the  choirs  of  First  and  Westminster 
Churches.  The  mother  was  born  at  Albany,  New  York,  November  3,  1855, 
and  died  at  Buffalo,  May  10,  1923.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Myron  L. 
and  Parthenia  (Morse)  Crittenden,  natives  of  Charlemont,  Massachusetts, 
and  Shelburne  Falls,  Massachusetts,  respectively,  both  of  whom  died  at 
Buffalo,  where  Myron  L.  Crittenden  owned  an  elevator  and  engaged  in 
the  grain  business.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  George  C.  Sweet,  Jr. 
were  Joseph  Buffum  and  Phoebe  (Webster)  Sweet,  the  former  having 
been  born  at  Colden,  New  York,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  where  he  had 
been  a  baby  carriage  manufacturer  for  many  years.  His  wife  was  born 
at  Orchard  Park,  New  York,  and  died  at  Buffalo.  The  paternal  great- 
grandparents  of  George  C.  Sweet,  Jr.  were  Richard  and  Maria  (Buffum) 
Sweet,  both  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  the  former  passing  away  at  Colden 
and  the  latter  at  Buffalo. 

George  C.  Sweet,  Jr.,  completed  his  public  school  studies  at  Lafayette 
high  school,  Buffalo,  graduating  in  1914.  He  entered  Cornell  University 
in  that  year  but  his  course  was  interrupted  by  the  nineteen  months  of 
military  service  he  gave  to  his  country  during  the  World  war.  In  1920 
he  received  the  B.  S.  degree  from  Cornell  University  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1918,  and  in  1925  the  Buffalo  Law  School  conferred  upon  him  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  immediately  following  which  he  was  admitted 
to  the  New  York  bar. 

Mr.  Sweet  enlisted  December  12,  1917,  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  Regular  Army,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  remained  there  until  April, 

1918,  when  he  went  overseas  with  a  base  laboratory  unit,  which,  after 
arrival  in  France,  became  identified  as  Base  Laboratory,  Base  Section  5, 
American  Expeditionary  Forces.  Mr.  Sweet  remained  abroad  until  July  4, 

1919,  and  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  at  Camp  Mills,  Long 
Island,  July  19,  1919,  with  the  rank  of  master  hospital  sergeant. 

Mr.  Sweet  then  became  associated  with  the  Cutler  Desk  Company,  of 
Buffalo,  in  the  sales  department,  remaining  two  years.  In  1922  he  became 
connected  with  the  law  firm  of  Wilcox  &  Van  Allen,  John  W.  Van  Allen 
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being  the  active  senior  partner.  He  has  been  with  this  firm  continuously 
since  that  date,  becoming  a  full  member  in  1926.  He  holds  membership  in 
the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the 
Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Lambda  Chi  Alpha  collegiate  frater¬ 
nity,  the  Phi  Delta  Phi  legal  fraternity,  and  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Land¬ 
marks,  No.  441,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  The  political  alignment  of 
Mr.  Sweet  is  with  the  republican  party,  while  his  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  body  his  wife  is  also 
a  member.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Deacons  in  this  church,  and  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  school.  He  has  had  an  active  connection  with  the 
Buffalo  and  Fort  Erie  Public  Bridge  Company  (Peace  Bridge)  as  assistant 
secretary  since  before  construction  of  the  bridge  was  begun. 

The  marriage  of  George  C.  Sweet,  Jr.,  and  Miss  Frances  Hall  Farnham 
occurred  at  Buffalo,  the  bride’s  native  city,  on  August  25,  1923.  Mrs. 
Sweet  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  C.  and  Grace  (Hall)  Farnham,  Mr.  Farn¬ 
ham  being  a  prominent  attorney  of  Buffalo.  Mrs.  Sweet  graduated  from 
Buffalo  Seminary  in  1914,  and  received  her  A.  B.  degree  from  Elmira 
College,  Elmira,  New  York,  in  1918.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Graduates 
Association  and  other  women’s  organizations  of  Buffalo.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sweet  there  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  Barbara  Jean,  born 
July  17,  1924;  Nancy  Crittenden,  born  April  5,  1927 ;  and  Joan  Van  Allen, 
born  November  30,  1928. 


AUGUST  BECKER 

August  Becker  is  numbered  among  the  prominent  attorneys  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  where  he  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  law  practice  during  the 
past  four  decades.  He  was  born  in  Buffalo,  August  10,  1867,  his  parents 
being  Frederick  and  Caroline  Becker,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany,  the  former  born  in  Berlin  and  the  latter  in  Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin.  Frederick  Becker  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States 
when  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  settled  first  at  Williamsville,  a  suburb 
of  Buffalo,  New  York.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmithing  prior 
to  becoming  associated  with  the  John  T.  Noye  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  he  served  for  many  years  in  the  capacity  of  superintendent.  His 
death  occurred  in  1882. 

We  quote  from  a  review  of  the  career  of  August  Becker  published  in 
“The  Men  of  New  York”  as  early  as  1898:  “He  obtained  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Buffalo,  and  after  thorough  preparatory  training 
in  the  elementary  English  branches  he  entered  the  office  of  Greene,  Mc¬ 
Millan  &  Gluck,  one  of  the  strongest  legal  firms  of  western  New  York. 
This  firm  was  subsequently  styled  McMillan,  Gluck  &  Pooley,  and  was 
noted  throughout  the  state  for  its  skill  in  that  modern  and  intricate 
branch  of  the  profession  known  as  corporation  law.  No  better  training 
school  for  legal  culture  could  be  found,  on  account  of  the  experience  of 
the  firm,  its  valuable  library,  and  the  prestige  and  traditions  of  the  office. 
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Mr.  Becker  served  a  busy  and  faithful  apprenticeship  with  this  firm, 
acquiring-  a  sound  practical  knowledge  as  well  as  a  broad  and  compre¬ 
hensive  theory,  of  the  law,  particularly  as  related  to  corporations.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Rochester,  at  a  term  of  the  supreme  court  held 
in  that  city  in  October,  1888,  a  few  months  after  his  majority.”  After  a 
further  period  spent  in  familiarizing  himself  with  the  routine  of  a  law 
office,  Mr.  Becker  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  his 
birth  in  July,  1891,  and  remained  alone  for  one  year.  He  then  formed 
a  partnership  with  Charles  C.  Farnham  of  Buffalo,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Becker  &  Farnham,  but  for  some  time  has  practiced  independently. 
With  the  passing  years  he  has  been  accorded  a  gratifying  and  growing 
clientele  in  recognition  of  his  pronounced  ability  in  the  work  of  the 
courts,  and  he  has  been  particularly  successful  as  a  corporation  lawyer. 
In  1890,  in  collaboration  with  James  Fraser  Gluck,  he  wrote  and  pub¬ 
lished  “Gluck  &  Becker  on  Receivers  of  Corporations,”  a  second  edition 
of  which  appeared  in  1896  and  which  is  recognized  as  a  standard  work 
in  United  States  courts  throughout  the  country.  Aside  from  his  pro¬ 
fessional  activities  he  became  a  factor  in  business  affairs  as  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Barcalo  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Buffalo 
Lounge  Company. 

Mr.  Becker  is  a  republican  in  politics  but  has  never  sought  or  desired 
office  as  a  reward  for  his  party  fealty.  His  religious  faith  is  that  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  he  belongs.  He  has  membership  in  the 
Erie  County  Bar  Association,  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  and 
the  Lawyers’  Club,  and  he  has  long  enjoyed  high  standing  in  both  pro¬ 
fessional  and  social  circles  of  the  city  in  which  he  has  always  lived. 
Mr.  Becker  resides  at  376  Bryant  street  and  maintains  offices  in  the 
Lafayette  building  at  6  Broadway,  Buffalo. 


LIBERTY  BANK  OF  BUFFALO 

With  almost  a  half  century  of  service  to  its  credit,  the  Liberty  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  the  city.  First 
called  the  German-American  Bank,  the  institution  was  founded  May  15, 
1882,  in  the  basement  of  the  building  which  occupied  the  site  on  which 
the  new  twenty-three  story  Liberty  Bank  structure  now  stands.  The  name 
was  changed  to  Liberty  Bank  of  Buffalo  in  April,  1918. 

In  1882  the  founders  of  the  bank  began  with  a  modest  capital  of 
$100,000.  Today  the  bank  possesses  a  capital  of  $5,500,000. 

The  institution  handles  deposits  amounting  to  millions  of  dollars,  for 
within  the  brief  space  of  forty-eight  years,  the  resources  of  the  bank  have 
grown  to  more  than  $114,217,574.45. 

Many  of  the  city’s  most  substantial  citizens  have  served  as  officers  and 
directors.  On  the"  bank’s  roll  of  honor  are  the  names  of  these  past  presi¬ 
dents  who  helped  to  place  it  in  the  front  row  of  financial  institutions: 
Henry  Hellriegel,  1882-1888;  George  Sandrock,  1888-1902;  Henry  W.  Burt, 
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1902-1904;  Richard  Emory,  1904,  June  to  December;  Loran  L.  Lewis, 
December,  1904,  to  January,  1905;  Edwin  G.  S.  Miller,  1905-1916;  Henry 
C.  Zeller,  1916-1919,  and  John  A.  Kloepfer,  1919  until  his  death.  In  May, 
1919,  the  Union  Stock  Yards  Bank  was  merged  with  the  Liberty  Bank. 

George  G.  Kleindinst  is  president  of  the  Liberty  Bank  today  and  Oliver 
Cabana,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  board.  The  bank  has  twenty-one  branch 
institutions  located  at  convenient  and  highly  serviceable  points  throughout 
the  city. 

The  Liberty  Bank  building,  which  houses  the  institution,  was  completed 
and  opened  October  23,  1925,  and  is  among  the  city’s  most  recently  built 
skyscrapers.  Its  towering  form  is  discernible  from  all  parts  of  the  down¬ 
town  section. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  interior  of  the  bank  is  the 
descent  to  the  basement  where  is  to  be  found  the  safety  deposit  vaults. 
Here  one  finds  the  last  word  in  twentieth  century  bank  vaults. 

The  Liberty  Bank,  since  its  inception,  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth 
of  Buffalo,  and  progressive  steps  constantly  are  being  taken  to  provide 
comfort,  service  and  convenience  for  its  patrons. 


JOSEPH  MALECKI 

Joseph  Malecki,  who  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  sausage  business 
at  193  Person  street  and  is  also  a  partner  in  the  packing  house  conducted 
by  the  Malecki  &  Kwiatkowski  Company  at  524  Howard  street,  is  a  promi¬ 
nent  figure  in  the  meat  industry  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  and  has  developed 
his  large  business  entirely  through  his  own  efforts,  having  begun  with 
comparatively  limited  resources. 

Mr.  Malecki  was  born  in  Poland,  March  8,  1893,  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Josephine  Malecki,  who  yet  reside  in  that  country  and  are  respectively 
seventy-one  and  sixty-eight  years  of  age.  Joseph  Malecki,  Sr.,  is  a  farmer, 
raising  garden  produce.  Three  of  his  eight  children  have  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  namely :  Joseph,  of  this  review ;  Frank,  who  was 
married  in  Poland  and  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in  1926,  since 
which  time  he  has  followed  farming  in  Erie  county,  New  York;  and  Mary, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Paner  of  Buffalo. 

Joseph  Malecki  was  twenty  years  of  age  when  in  1913  he  came  to 
this  country.  He  had  learned  the  butchering  trade  in  Poland,  and  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  this  city  he  established  himself  in  the  retail  meat 
business  on  Broadway,  where  he  continued  for  five  years  with  success. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  started  in  the  wholesale  sausage  and 
smoked  meat  business,  which  he  has  developed  to  one  of  the  principal 
industries  of  the  kind  in  western  New  York.  His  plant  is  situated  at 
193  Person  street,  where  he  occupies  space  ninety  by  ninety-three  feet 
and  where  he  has  every  modern  facility  for  the  rapid  handling  of  his 
products.  He  utilizes  six  large  trucks  and  employs  forty  people,  and 
his  meats  are  shipped  over  all  the  western  part  of  the  state.  Forty  differ- 
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ent  kinds  of  sausages,  smoked  hams  and  bacon  are  manufactured  by  Mr. 
Malecki.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  meat  packing  business  at  524  Howard 
street,  Buffalo,  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Leo  B.  Kwiatkow- 
ski.  At  the  packing  house,  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
beef  cattle  are  slaughtered  every  week,  in  addition  to  numerous  calves 
and  lambs.  The  beef  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  sausage  by  Mr. 
Malecki,  while  the  veal  and  lamb  are  sold  to  the  local  stores.  This 
business  is  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Malecki  &  Kwiatkowski, 
and  is  entirely  separate  from  Mr.  Malecki’s  sausage  and  smoked  meat 
business.  The  most  up-to-date  machinery  is  used  in  the  packing  plant, 
and  all  the  products  are  placed  under  rigid  governmental  inspection. 

On  July  23,  1917,  Mr.  Malecki  was  married  to  Victoria  Kwiatkowski, 
who  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York.  Her  father,  who  died  in  1910,  was 
also  in  the  packing  house  business  and  for  many  years  conducted  a  retail 
store  at  124  Detroit  street.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malecki  have  become  the  par¬ 
ents  of  five  children,  Virginia,  Adaline,.  Margaret,  Sophia  and  Joseph 
(HI). 

Mr.  Malecki  has  membership  in  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  B.  P.  0.  E., 
the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Order  of  Orioles,  the  Monuiszko 
Society,  the  100-100  Club  and  the  Polish  Singing  Society.  His  church 
affiliations  are  with  St.  John  Cantius  Church,  St.  Luke’s  Church  and 
St.  Stanislaus  Church  of  Niagara  Falls.  Mrs.  Malecki  is  likewise  active 
in  church  affairs. 


MATTHEW  W.  BENNETT 

One  of  the  well  known  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar  is  Matthew  W.  Ben¬ 
nett,  who  has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  here  for  over  twenty- 
five  years,  during  which  period  he  has  gained  a  large  clientele  and  earned 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  learned  and  skilled  attorney.  Born  in  Watkins, 
New  York,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1879,  he  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Matthew  L. 
and  Adeline  (Cole)  Bennett,  the  former  born  at  Geneva  and  the  latter 
in  Interlaken,  New  York.  Mr.  Bennett  is  in  direct  line  of  descent  from 
Governor  Brewster,  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  and  another  direct  an¬ 
cestor  was  Matthew  Bennett,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian 
wars  and  became  a  very  early  resident  of  New  York.  His  son,  Matthew 
Bennett,  lived  in  Orange  county,  this  state,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  settled  on  a  grant  of  land  which  embraced 
the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Geneva,  Ontario  county.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  and  contributors  to  Hobart  College,  donating  part  of  the 
money  for  one  of  the  college  buildings.  His  son  Henry,  who  was  the 
grandfather  of  Matthew  W.  Bennett,  lived  in  Geneva,  until  1870,  when 
he  moved  to  Watkins.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war. 

Matthew  L.  Bennett  graduated  from  Hobart  College  and  then  entered 
the  medical  school  of  Syracuse  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  practiced  his  profession  in 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


617 


Watkins  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  during  much  of  that  period  was  a 
surgeon  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  Ira  H.  and  Caroline  (Dennison)  Cole,  the  former  born  near  Inter¬ 
laken,  this  state,  where  his  father  settled  on  a  land  grant  in  1793.  Fre¬ 
mont  Cole,  a  son  of  Ira,  served  as  a  member  of  the  general  assembly  of 
New  York  for  a  number  of  terms  and  was  the  speaker  of  the  assembly 
for  several  years.  Another  son,  Irving,  is  a  well  known  and  successful 
attorney  of  Buffalo. 

Matthew  W.  Bennett  is  one  of  four  children  born  to  his  parents,  the 
others,  being  Harry,  who  is  county  treasurer  at  Penn  Yan,  New  York; 
Arthur,  who  is  a  physician  and  served  as  the  head  of  the  medical  detach¬ 
ment  of  the  British  Hospital  Corps  at  Basrah ;  and  Irving,  deceased. 

Matthew  W.  Bennett  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  graduated  from  Hobart  College  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Arts  in  1902.  Two  years  later  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws  from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  and  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  bar. 
He  entered  upon  active  practice  in  Buffalo  and  has  always  been  recognized 
not  only  as  a  capable  and  resourceful  attorney,  but  also  as  a  man  of 
sterling  qualities  and  high  professional  ideals,  commanding  the  fullest 
measure  of  public  confidence. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Linda  Sibole,  who  was 
born  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John 
L.  and  Josephine  (Jenks)  Sibole.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  Helen,  who  is  a  student  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  John 
B.,  Barbara  and  Brewster  Matthew  and  the  family  resides  at  18  Capen 
boulevard.  Mr.  Bennett  is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
and  stands  consistently  for  those  things  which  make  for  the  well  being  of 
society  and  the  advancement  of  the  material,  civic  and  moral  interests 
of  the  community.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association. 


REV.  WALTER  R.  LORD 

Since  he  entered  the  ministry  the  Rev.  Walter  R.  Lord  has  spent  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  in  Buffalo  and  for  twenty-four  years  has  been 
rector  of  St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  born  in  Lisle,  Broome 
county,  New  York,  August  28,  1873,  and  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  America.  The  first  representative  of  the  name  in  this  country 
was  Thomas  Lord,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  Crossing  the  Atlantic, 
he  settled  in  Connecticut,  where  he  aided  in  establishing  Hartford,  and 
his  name  is  inscribed  on  the  founders’  monument  erected  in  the  Church¬ 
yard  of  Center  Church  in  that  city.  By  his  wife,  Dorothy  Lord,  he  had  a 
son,  William  Lord.  The  last  named  was  born  in  Hartford  and  became  one 
of  the  founders  of  Lyme,  Connecticut.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Pratt  and 
their  son,  Thomas  Lord,  married  Sarah  Lee.  They  were  the  parents  of 
Joseph  Lord,  who  married  Abigail  Comstock,  and  their  son,  Joseph  Lord, 
Jr.,  was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  Rev.  Walter  R.  Lord.  Joseph 
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Lord,  Jr.,  was  a  native  of  Lyme  and  served  under  General  Washington  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Wade)  Lord,  was  also  born  in 
Lyme  and  both  passed  away  in  that  town.  Their  son,  William  Lord,  mar¬ 
ried  Harriet  Ely,  who  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Lyme,  and  his  demise  oc¬ 
curred  in  Alden,  New  York.  They  were  the  parents  of  William  Russell 
Lord,  who  was  born  in  Lyme  and  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  He  married  Rachel  Farnsworth,  a  native  of  Alden,  New  York,  and 
both  died  in  Barre,  New  York.  Their  son,  William  Delafield  Lord,  the 
father  of  Rev.  Walter  R.  Lord,  was  born  in  Alden,  New  York,  October 
13,  1836,  and  served  in  the  Civil  war,  afterward  becoming  a  prosperous 
business  man.  He  spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  in  retirement,  passing 
away  in  Buffalo,  March  16,  1913.  He  was  a  member  of  St.  John’s  Church 
and  gave  his  political  support  to  the  Republican  party.  His  wife,  Alice 
Washburn  (Peck)  Lord,  was  born  in  Lisle,  New  York,  May  5,  1849,  and 
died  in  Bath,  this  state,  November  17,  1904.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Walter  L.  and  Mary  (Squires)  Peck,  the.  latter  a  native  of  Lisle.  Mr. 
Peck  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  both  he  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  Lisle.  He  engaged  in  farming  in  Broome  county,  New  York,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  state  legislature. 

His  grandson,  Rev.  Walter  R.  Lord,  attended  the  Detroit  and  Buffalo 
High  schools,  graduated  from  the  latter,  and  his  classical  studies  were 
pursued  in  Harvard  University,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  in  1896.  In  1898  he  was  graduated  from  the  General 
Theological  Seminary  of  New  York  and  in  the  same  year  was  ordained 
by  Bishop  Walker.  For  two  years  Mr.  Lord  was  assistant  pastor  of  St. 
James  Church  in  Buffalo  and  then  accepted  a  call  from  St.  Thomas  Church 
at  Bath,  New  York,  where  he  spent  five  years.  He  was  next  connected 
with  Grace  Church  in  New  York  in  the  capacity  of  rector’s  assistant 
for  a  year  and  in  1907  returned  to  Buffalo  to  take  charge  of  St.  John’s 
Episcopal  Church.  Founded  in  1846,  this  is  one  of  the  oldest  churches  in 
the  city.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  at  the  corner  of  Swan 
and  Washington  streets  in  1847  and  in  1893  the  parish  was  moved  to 
Colonial  Circle.  Here  the  congregation  worshiped  in  a  chapel  for  many 
years.  The  present  church  was  completed  in  1927  and  it  now  has  about 
eight  hundred  members.  Mr.  Lord  has  built  up  the  church  in  temporal 
and  spiritual  power.  He  has  been  a  true  shepherd  of  his  flock,  guiding 
them  along  the  pathway  of  Christian  life. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1922,  Mr.  Lord  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss 
Evelyn  Rumsey,  a  daughter  of  Laurence  D.  and  Jennie  (Cary)  Rumsey. 
The  father,  a  member  of  one  of  the  prominent  families  of  the  city,  was 
engaged  in  the  tanning  business  in  his  earlier  years.  He  has  passed 
away  but  Mrs.  Rumsey  remains  a  resident  of  Buffalo.  Their  daughter, 
Mrs.  Lord,  attended  the  Farmington  School  of  Connecticut  and  completed 
her  studies  abroad,  becoming  recognized  as  an  artist  of  ability.  She  is 
active  in  church  work  and  belongs  to  the  Garret  Club  of  Buffalo.  Mr. 
Lord  is  a  member  of  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  Thursday 
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Club,  all  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Harvard  Club  of  New  York  city.  Fraternally 
he  is  a  Mason,  with  membership  in  Mystic  Art  Lodge,  No.  899,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  in  politics  he  is  nonpartisan,  voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his 
judgment.  During  the  World  war  period  he  was  active  in  behalf  of  the 
Red  Cross  Society  and  also  furthered  the  sale  of  Liberty  bonds.  He  greatly 
enjoys  traveling  and  has  been  abroad  a  number  of  times.  He  is  a  logical 
thinker,  an  eloquent  and  convincing  speaker  and  a  prominent  and  dis¬ 
tinguished  member  of  the  clergy  of  this  city,  where  his  influence  has  long 
been  a  potent  force  for  spiritual  uplift  and  moral  progress. 


M  &  T  TRUST  COMPANY 

In  1856  business  leaders  of  Buffalo,  then  a  city  of  seventy-five  thousand 
population,  grouped  together  to  form  a  bank,  which  is  today  the  M  &  T 
Trust  Company.  Founded  with  a  determination  to  be  of  the  utmost  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  community  and  conducted  throughout  the  years  on  sound  bank¬ 
ing  principles,  the  institution  has  grown  from  a  bank  with  an  original 
capital  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  a  trust  company  having  capital, 
surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  more  than  twenty-nine  million  dollars. 

Pascal  P.  Pratt  and  Bronson  C.  Rumsey  were  the  leading  spirits  in  the 
formation  of  the  original  Manufacturers  &  Traders  Bank.  Both  were 
leading  business  men  of  the  rapidly  growing  city.  Mr.  Pratt  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Pratt  &  Company,  hardware  merchants,  with  a  store 
on  the  Terrace.  The  present  wholesale  hardware  company  of  Beals,  Mc¬ 
Carthy  &  Rogers  is  the  direct  successor  of  the  firm  of  which  Pascal  P. 
Pratt  was  an  officer  in  1856. 

B.  C.  Rumsey  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  Rumsey  &  Company, 
leather  dealers  at  4  Exchange  street.  At  that  time  Buffalo  was  the  center 
of  the  leather  industry  with  the  majority  of  the  tanning  plants  of  the 
country  located  here.  Practically  all  of  the  leather  jobbing  business  was 
handled  by  Buffalo  firms,  of  which  the  Rumsey  companies  were  among  the 
foremost. 

Grouped  with  these  two  men  were  eleven  other  business  leaders  of 
the  city  organized  to  form  the  board  of  directors  of  the  new  bank.  The 
directors  were:  W.  H.  Glenny,  earthenware  and  glass  merchant;  Sidney 
Shepard,  operator  of  a  hardware  store  and  a  tinware  factory;  S.  V.  R. 
Watson,  land  agent ;  George  Truscott,  distiller ;  F.  H.  Root,  furnace  opera¬ 
tor  and  warehouse  man;  G.  R.  Wilson,  proprietor  of  a  coal  and  iron  yard; 
Wells  D.  Walbridge,  secretary  of  the  American  Transportation  Company; 
M.  P.  Bush,  leather  dealer;  John  Wilkeson,  business  leader;  Jason  Sexton, 
commission  merchant;  and  Alexander  S.  Anderson. 

The  stockholders  list  included  the  names  of  the  city’s  leading  citi¬ 
zens.  Millard  P.  Fillmore,  the  only  resident  of  Buffalo  to  that  time  to  have 
been  president  of  the  United  States,  was  one  of  the  subscribers  to  stock 
to  found  the  bank.  Even  though  engaged  during  1856  in  conducting  a 
campaign  for  the  presidency  as  the  candidate  of  the  whigs,  he  took  time 
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to  participate  in  the  formation  of  the  new  bank  and  to  do  his  share  to 
start  it  on  a  career  that  has  since  developed  so  successfully. 

Seth  H.  Grosvenor,  another  leader  of  1856  whose  name  has  come  down 
prominently  through  the  years,  also  participated  in  the  founding  of  the 
bank  by  subscribing  to  the  initial  issue  of  stock.  It  was  through  his  gen¬ 
erosity  that  the  Grosvenor  library  here  was  founded.  S.  S.  Guthrie,  a 
prominent  merchant  of  the  day  and  president  of  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association,  the  foremost  organization  of  the  period,  which  included 
the  leading  thinkers  of  the  city  in  its  ranks,  was  another  participant  m 
the  formation  of  the  bank. 

The  bank  began  business  with  a  capital  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  Later  in  the  year  1856  this  was  increased  to  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  thousand,  eight  hundred  dollars  and  on  July  15,  1857,  the  business  be¬ 
ing  transacted  by  the  institution  forced  another  enlargement  of  the  capital 
structure.  It  was  brought  at  that  time  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  first  office  of  the  bank  was  on  North  Division  street,  where  two 
rooms  were  leased.  The  following  spring,  however,  larger  quarters  were 
necessary  and  the  offices  were  moved  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Main  and 
Swan  streets. 

Henry  Martin,  who  had  been  a  prominent  figure  in  Buffalo,  taking  a 
leading  part  in  the  politics  of  the  day,  was  elected  the  first  president  of  the 
bank  on  May  29,  1856.  Pascal  P.  Pratt  was  chosen  vice  president  and 
D.  F.  Frazell  was  elected  cashier.  All  of  the  officers  were  originally  elected 
for  a  term  of  five  years.  Henry  Martin,  however,  was  subsequently  re¬ 
elected,  serving  continuously  until  1885,  a  period  of  twenty-nine  years. 

Pascal  P.  Pratt  succeeded  Mr.  Martin  and  served  as  president  from 
1885  to  1900.  Robert  L.  Fryer  became  president  on  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pratt  and  served  until  1915,  when  he  died.  Harry  T.  Ramsdell,  still  a 
director  of  the  bank,  assumed  the  presidency  in  1915,  serving  until  the 
consolidation  of  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders  National  Bank  with  the 
Fidelity  Trust  Company  in  1925. 

Lewis  G.  Harriman,  who  had  been  president  of  the  Fidelity  Trust  Com¬ 
pany,  became  president  of  the  bank  at  the  time  of  the  merger  and  is  now 
serving  as  the  head  of  the  institution.  The  capital  after  the  first  increase 
to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  left  unchanged  until  1890,  when  in¬ 
creasing  business  again  necessitated  an  enlargement  of  the  bank’s  capital 
structure  to  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  in  1902  it  was  increased 
to  one  million  dollars.  In  1916  the  bank,  which  had  until  that  time  oper¬ 
ated  as  a  state  bank,  was  changed  to  a  national  bank  and  the  capital  was 
doubled,  bringing  it  to  two  million  dollars.  The  capital  became  three  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  in  1925  when  the  M  &  T  National  Bank  and  the  Fidelity 
Trust  Company  merged,  and  in  1927,  four  million  dollars  at  the  time  the 
Peoples  Bank  became  part  of  the  present  institution.  Accelerated  growth 
necessitated  further  increases  of  capital  and  the  Trust  Company  now  has 
a  total  capital  of  six  million  dollars  created  by  enlarging  the  capital  struc¬ 
ture  one  million  dollars  in  1928  and  another  million  dollars  in  1929. 

When  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders  Bank  was  founded  there  were 
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eleven  other  commercial  banks  in  Buffalo.  Since  then  more  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  have  been  formed  but  have  passed  from  view  either  through  liquida¬ 
tion  or  mergers.  As  it  advanced  the  M  &  T  took  over  other  institutions, 
absorbing  first  the  Merchants  Bank  of  Buffalo,  which  was  taken  over  in 
1902.  The  Third  National  Bank  was  absorbed  in  December,  1916.  The 
Fidelity  Trust  Company  joined  with  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  in  December,  1925,  to  form  the  Manufacturers  &  Traders 
Trust  Company.  The  Peoples  Bank  of  Buffalo  merged  to  form  the  Manu¬ 
facturers  &  Traders-Peoples  Trust  Company,  May  14,  1927.  The  name 
was  changed  to  its  present  form  October  24,  1929. 

In  the  seventy-five  years  of  its  existence  the  M  &  T  has  passed  through 
business  periods  of  all  kinds.  Panics,  wars  and  other  disrupting  condi¬ 
tions  have  brought  problems  to  its  management  that  have  been  success¬ 
fully  solved  on  each  occasion.  During  the  Civil  war  it  responded  to  the 
appeal  of  the  government  by  taking  a  liberal  share  in  the  government  loans 
floated  at  that  time.  Its  support  was  given  to  the  Union  and  it  aided  the 
government  in  every  way  possible.  In  the  ensuing  years  of  depression 
it  proved  to  be  a  bulwark  of  financial  strength  to  the  community  and  was 
responsible  for  much  of  the  progress  made  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  sec¬ 
tion  against  the  adverse  financial  conditions  then  besetting  the  country. 
“Black  Friday”  and  the  other  panic  days  of  the  nineteenth  century  were 
weathered  by  the  M  &  T  as  it  continued  its  policy  of  conservative  bank¬ 
ing.  In  times  of  prosperity  its  business  was  enlarged  and  entrenched 
with  the  management  building  a  progressively  stronger  institution  as 
time  passed. 

During  the  World  war  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company,  and  the  institutions 
which  were  joined  to  form  it,  played  a  prominent  part  not  only  financially 
but  also  in  providing  men  for  the  armies.  Liberty  Loan  drives  owe  much 
of  their  success  locally  to  the  prominent  part  taken  in  them  by  M  &  T 
Trust  executives.  Much  of  the  corporate  financing  for  the  production  of 
munitions  and  other  war  supplies  from  western  New  York  was  the  work 
of  the  bank  and  its  officials.  By  supplying  reservoirs  of  funds  the  bank 
aided  many  local  manufacturers  to  swing  over  from  peace  time  products 
to  the  products  of  war.  Aided  by  this  financing  they  were  able  to  make 
the  change  quickly,  sending  a  steady  stream  of  supplies  overseas.  In  the 
depression  following  the  World  war  the  conservative,  constructive  policies 
of  the  M  &  T  were  of  major  importance  in  bringing  the  Niagara  Frontier 
section  from  a  war  to  a  peace  time  financial  basis  without  serious  harm. 
Industries,  distressed  by  the  changing  conditions,  found  the  essential  aid 
to  carry  them  over  this  trying  period  at  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  and 
were,  through  the  financing  they  received,  able  to  share  in  the  profitable 
years  from  1921  to  1929. 

The  stock  market  breaks  of  1929  and  1930  stressed  the  value  of  the 
conservative,  prudent  policies  of  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  not  only  to 
the  bank  itself  but  also  to  the  customers  of  the  bank.  Warned  by  the 
bank  of  the  dangers  impending  from  the  speculative  excesses,  a  large 
share  of  the  customers  had  placed  their  affairs  in  shape  to  minimize  losses 
in  the  drastic  declines  of  late  1929. 
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The  policies  which  dominated  the  founders  of  the  bank  hold  sway 
today.  Throughout  its  career  the  M  &  T  Trust  has  been  dominated  by 
men  of  sane  and  careful  judgment.  The  successors  of  the  first  president 
have  embodied  the  same  characteristics  which  made  him  the  outstanding 
banker  of  his  day.  These  characteristics  were  summed  up  by  Franklin 
D.  Locke,  attorney  for  the  bank  at  the  time  Henry  Martin,  the  first  presi¬ 
dent,  resigned.  “He  was,”  Mr.  Locke  said  in  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  directors  on  Mr.  Martin’s  resignation,  “considerate  in  manner  and 
conservative,  prudent  and  sagacious  in  judgment.” 

Under  the  leadership  of  men  “considerate  in  manner  and  conservative, 
prudent  and  sagacious  in  judgment,”  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  has  been 
brought  to  its  present  position  among  the  leaders  of  American  finance. 
The  spirit  which  dominated  its  founders  has  been  kept  intact  and  now 
after  three-quarters  of  a  century’s  existence  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company 
strides  to  further  goals  of  successful  financial  leadership.  Lewis  G. 
Harriman  and  his  associates  now  guiding  the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  have 
amply  demonstrated  their  abilities  as  prudent,  conservative  bankers  under 
general  business  conditions  of  both  prosperity  and  adversity.  The 
formulas  for  success  so  carefully  followed  by  the  previous  leaders  of  the 
bank  are  guiding  the  present  leaders. 

Conservative  leadership  of  the  highest  sort  has  brought  the  bank  for¬ 
ward  during  the  last  few  years  to  its  present  place  among  the  financial 
leaders  of  the  country.  A  continuation  of  the  development  during  the 
coming  years  can  be  readily  anticipated  with  the  growth  becoming  acceler¬ 
ated  as  the  conservative,  prudent  qualities  of  the  present  leadership 
demonstrate,  as  they  are  now  doing,  the  success  of  the  policies  by  which 
the  M  &  T  Trust  Company  is  being  guided.  The  resources  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  on  December  31,  1930,  totaled  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  million, 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand,  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents. 


FRANKLIN  DAVID  DAVIS 

Franklin  D.  Davis,  general  superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Company  in  Buffalo,  is  one  of  the  well  known  railroad  men  of  the 
country,  whose  record  in  this  line  of  activity  began  when  he  was  a  young 
man  of  eighteen  and  has  been  one  of  great  credit  to  himself.  Mr. 
Davis  was  born  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  March  21,  1885,  a  son  of  Edwin 
and  Mary  R.  (Pope)  Davis,  the  father  having  been  a  native  of  Staunton, 
Virginia,  and  a  descendant  of  an  old  Virginia  family.  The  mother  was 
born  in  Maryland  and  belonged  to  an  old  and  prominent  New  England 
family  that  originally  settled  in  Massachusetts. 

Franklin  D.  Davis  was  educated  in  the  Baltimore  Polytechnic  Institute 
of  Maryland.  He  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  in  the  engineering  department  for  western  Maryland,  in  June, 
1903.  He  has  ever  since  been  associated  with  this  great  corporation,  and 
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in  recognition  of  work  well  done  and  his  capacity  for  assuming  greater 
burdens  and  responsibilities,  he  has  been  advanced  through  various  de¬ 
partments  to  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Davis  married  Miss  Muriel  Janney,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Elizabeth  (Brooks)  Janney.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  a  son,  Edwin  J., 
who  graduated  from  Mercersburg  Academy  in  Pennsylvania,  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  Princeton  University.  The  family  residence  is  at  No.  675  Dela¬ 
ware  avenue. 

Mr.  Davis  is  regarded  as  an  excellent  type  of  Buffalo’s  best  citizen¬ 
ship,  taking  an  active  part  in  various  projects  indicating  an  ever  present 
civic  pride  and  public  spirit.  He  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Niagara  Falls 
Country  Club,  the  Transportation  Club,  the  Traffic  Club  of  Buffalo  and 
the  Buffalo  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  442,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  Pennsylvania. 
In  his  professional  connections  he  is  a  member  of  the  American  Society 
of  Civil  Engineers. 


CHRISTIAN  TRAPP 


With  broad  experience  as  a  business  executive,  Christian  Trapp  is 
well  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  vice  president  of  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Fire  Office  and  president  of  the  Freeholders  Savings  &  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciation,  important  commercial  interests  of  the  city.  A  native  of  Germany, 
he  was  born  September  13,  1866.  His  father,  John  Trapp,  was  born  in 
that  country  in  1813  and  was  there  employed  in  a  post  office  for  some  time. 
During  the  thirty-two  years  which  he  spent  in  the  United  States  he  was 
not  active  in  business  and  for  three  years  of  that  period  resided  in  Buffalo. 
Returning  to  Germany,  he  there  made  his  home  throughout  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  passing  away  September  6,  1923,  in  the  Lutheran  faith.  His 
wife,  Magdalena  (Kling)  Trapp,  was  also  a  native  of  Germany  and  like¬ 
wise  died  in  the  fatherland. 

Their  son,  Christian  Trapp,  pursued  his  education  in  Germany  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  ten  years,  when  he  came  to  the  new  world  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  parents.  He  continued  his  studies  in  Buffalo,  attending 
school  No.  15,  after  which  he  took  a  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton 
Business  College.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  earned  his  first  money  while 
working  as  office  boy  for  the  Harmonia  Insurance  Company  and  was  next 
a  clerk  in  the  office  of  E.  F.  Stettenbenz,  a  representative  of  the  Sun  Fire 
Office,  continuing  with  him  for  eight  years.  While  thus  employed  he  mas¬ 
tered  the  details  of  the  business  and  when  a  young  man  of  twenty-three 
became  agent  for  the  Northwestern  National  Life  Insurance  Company — an 
association  that  existed  for  four  years.  This  was  followed  by  a  year’s 
service  as  assistant  secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Brewers  Exchange,  of  which 
he  was  then  made  secretary,  and  continued  to  occupy  that  office  for 
twenty-seven  years.  In  1918  he  was  elected  vice  president  of  the  George 
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M.  Woodcock  Insurance  Agency,  located  at  324  Prudential  building,  and 
maintained  that  relationship  for  eleven  years,  resigning  March  1,  1929,  to 
become  vice  president  of  the  Buffalo  Fire  Office,  writing  all  forms  of  in¬ 
surance.  His  knowledge  and  experience,  combined  with  his  executive  ca¬ 
pacity  and  broad  grasp  of  affairs,  have  been  of  direct  value  to  this  organi¬ 
zation  and  also  to  the  Freeholders  Savings  &  Loan  Association,  of  which 
he  is  the  president. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1889,  Mr.  Trapp  was  married  in  Buffalo  to  Miss 
Amelia  Stettenbenz,  a  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Caroline  (Schaal)  Stet- 
tenbenz,  now  deceased,  who  were  natives  of  Germany  but  lived  for  many 
years  in  Buffalo,  where  the  father  served  as  street  commissioner.  Their 
daughter  Amelia  was  born  in  this  city  and  attended  school  No.  13.  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children.  The  son,  Louis  J. 
Trapp,  who  was  born  December  12,  1890,  gave  his  attention  to  banking 
interests  for  a  number  of  years.  As  a  member  of  Troop  I  of  the  New 
York  National  Guard,  he  went  to  the  Mexican  border  at  the  time  of  the 
uprising  there  and  was  overseas  during  the  World  war  period,  serving  as 
sergeant  of  his  company.  He  married  Miss  Esther  McKnap,  of  Buffalo, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Doris.  The  daughter,  Marie  W.  Trapp,  was 
born  July  12,  1895,  and  in  young  womanhood  married  in  this  city  Edward 
G.  Kuhn,  by  whom  she  has  four  children:  Edward,  Robert,  Douglas  and 
Janice  Kuhn. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trapp  are  active  in  the  work  of  SS.  Paul  and 
Mark’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  and  the  latter  is  serving  on  its  official 
board,  while  prior  to  the  merger  of  the  two  houses  of  worship  he  was 
president  of  the  board  of  St.  Mark’s.  Keenly  interested  in  politics  and  in 
civic  affairs,  Mr.  Trapp  is  an  influential  member  of  the  republican  organi¬ 
zation  of  Erie  county  and  for  some  time  has  been  fire  commissioner  of 
Eggertsville.  He  belongs  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  town  of 
Amherst,  to  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club,  and  has  a  life  membership  in 
the  Orpheus  Club.  He  is  also  a  life  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Orioles  and  likewise  belongs  to  Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  23,  of  the  Benevolent 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  In  the  Masonic  order  his  connections  are  with 
Concordia  Lodge,  No.  143,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Germania  Chapter,  No.  256, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  &  A.  S.  R. ;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A. 
0.  N.  M.  S.  His  standards  of  life  are  high  and  his  activities  and  interests 
are  evenly  balanced,  making  his  a  well  rounded  development. 


EDWARD  BRONISLAUS  BUKOWSKI,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Edward  Bronislaus  Bukowski,  a  prominent  physician  of  Buffalo, 
was  born  in  this  city  on  the  29th  of  September,  1898,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Julia  (Wesolowski)  Bukowski,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
German  Poland.  They  have  made  their  home  in  Buffalo  for  many  years 
and  the  father  is  now  living  retired. 

Dr.  Bukowski  was  first  a  pupil  in  a  parochial  school  maintained  by 
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the  Church  of  the  Transfiguration,  later  attending  public  school  No.  57 
and  the  Masten  Park  high  school.  In  1917  he  enrolled  in  the  arts  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  later  in  the  same  year  joining  the 
Student  Army  Training  Corps  in  preparation  for  military  duty,  as  the 
nation  was  then  at  war  with  Germany.  When  mustered  out  of  the  service 
he  resumed  his  medical  studies  and  in  1923  received  the  M.  D.  degree 
from  the  University  of  Buffalo,  which  institution  also  conferred  upon  him 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  Following  his  graduation  he  interned 
at  the  Sisters  of  Charity  Hospital,  the  City  Hospital  and  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  all  of  Buffalo,  and  at  present  is  engaged  in  the  general  practice 
of  medicine  with  offices  at  1010  Broadway.  His  residence  is  at  1018  Fill¬ 
more  avenue. 

Dr.  Bukowski  adheres  to  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  in  which  he  was 
reared,  while  his  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  republican  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  international  medical  fraternity  Phi  Rho  Sigma,  the 
Buffalo  Academy  of  Medicine,  the  Erie  County  and  New  York  State  Medi¬ 
cal  Societies,  the  American  Medical  Association  and  the  medical  staff  of 
the  Mercy  Hospital  at  Buffalo. 


EDWIN  PHILLIPS  BACON 

Among  the  old  families  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  is  that  of  Edwin  Phil¬ 
lips  Bacon,  senior  member  of  the  architectural  firm  Bacon  &  Lurkey,  with 
offices  at  997  Main  street.  Mr.  Bacon  was  born  in  this  city  January  19, 
1873,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  Edwin  and  Mary  Ann  (Phillips)  Bacon,  both 
of  English  descent.  The  father  was  born  at  Albany,  New  York,  June  15, 
1828,  and  was  brought  to  Buffalo  by  his  parents  when  but  a  year  old, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty-six  years,  July 
8,  1914.  For  many  years  during  the  last  century  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  organs  and  melodians  where  the  M.  H.  Birge  Wall  Paper 
Factory  now  stands  on  Niagara  street,  in  company  with  the  late  George 
A.  Prince,  under  the  firm  name  of  Prince  &  Bacon.  The  mother  was  born 
in  Clarksfield,  Ohio,  December  1,  1839,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
April  2,  1920. 

Mr.  Bacon’s  paternal  grandfather,  Henry  Bacon,  was  a  soldier  in 
Captain  John  Moss’  Company,  Seventh  New  York  Militia,  in  the  War  of 
1812,  while  his  paternal  great-grandfather,  Lemuel  Bacon  of  Fort  Ann, 
Washington  county,  New  York,  served  in  Captain  Martin’s  Company, 
Colonel  Warner’s  Regiment,  New  York  Militia,  in  the  Revolutionary  war; 
also,  his  maternal  great-grandfather,  Jeremiah  Phillips,  answered  the 
“Lexington  Alarm”  under  Colonel  Israel  Putnam,  from  Pomfret,  Con¬ 
necticut. 

Edwin  P.  Bacon  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools,  then  spent  sev¬ 
eral  years  as  a  student  draftsman,  and  was  afterward  draftsman  in  vari¬ 
ous  architects’  offices  of  this  city,  New  York  and  Detroit,  Mich.  From 
1902  to  1911,  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  government  as  a 
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superintendent  of  construction  under  the  supervising  architect  of  the 
treasury  department,  and  since  the  latter  year  he  has  been  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  practice  of  architecture  in  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  a  member  of  the  following  Masonic  bodies :  Lodge  of  the 
Ancient  Landmarks,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Adytum  Chapter,  No.  235, 
R.  A.  M. ;  Keystone  Council,  No.  20,  R.  &  S.  M. ;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A. 
A.  S.  R. ;  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.,  and  Court  No.  22,  Royal 
Order  of  Jesters.  Besides  his  Masonic  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  Buffalo  Canoe  Club,  Automobile  Club,  Erie  County 
Conservation  Society,  the  Veterans  Association  of  the  Seventy-fourth 
Regiment,  National  Guard,  New  York,  the  Uncle  Sam  Republican  Club, 
Buffalo  Chapter,  American  Institute  of  Architects,  and  the  Venerable 
and  Original  Order  of  J.  E.  W.  S. 

On  October  11,  1899,  Mr.  Bacon  was  married  to  Miss  Frances  Char¬ 
lotte  Green,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  John  and 
Ellen  (Bullard)  Green,  Captain  Green  having  been  born  in  Dublin,  Ire¬ 
land,  his  wife,  of  Irish  descent,  in  Toronto,  Canada.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon 
reside  at  No.  120  Fordham  drive,  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Ashley  Bissell,  of  Buf¬ 
falo;  and  Frances  Mary  Bacon,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  S.  Pratt,  for¬ 
merly  of  Norfolk,  Virginia,  now  of  Buffalo.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt  have  one 
child,  Jane  Ann.  Mrs.  Bacon  is  a  member  of  the  Town  Club  of  Buffalo. 
Politically  Mr.  Bacon  is  a  member  of  the  republican  party,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  active  as  a  district  committeeman.  Religiously,  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Episcopal  Church. 


WALTER  P.  COOKE 

During  the  past  forty  years  Walter  P.  Cooke  has  been  numbered  among 
the  leading  members  of  the  Buffalo  bar,  being  not  only  conspicuous  and 
successful  as  a  private  practitioner,  but  also  gaining  distinction  in  work 
of  an  international  character  bearing  on  world  relations,  in  which  he  has 
performed  able  and  appreciated  service.  Mr.  Cooke  was  born  in  Buffalo, 
New  York,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1869.  After  completing  the  courses  of 
the  public  and  high  schools  of  his  home  city,  he  entered  the  law  college 
of  Cornell  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws,  in  1891.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Laws  from  the  University  of  Rochester  in  1928.  Mr.  Cooke  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Buffalo  in  1895,  when  he  be¬ 
came  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Cooke,  which  association  continued 
until  1897,  when  he  became  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Bissell, 
Carey  &  Cooke,  the  senior  member  of  which  was  Wilson  S.  Bissell,  post¬ 
master  general  in  President  Cleveland’s  second  cabinet.  This  firm  was  the 
successor  of  Cleveland  &  Bissell,  which  firm  is  now  known  as  Kenefick, 
Cooke,  Mitchell,  Bass  &  Letchworth.  He  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful  in  his  professional  work.  He  is  also  officially  identified  with 
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a  number  of  important  financial  and  corporate  interests,  being  chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  Marine  Trust  Company,  of  Buffalo;  chairman  of  the 
board  and  general  counsel  of  the  Great  Southern  Lumber  Company  and 
the  New  Orleans  &  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company;  a  director  of  the 
Marine  Midland  Trust  Company  of  New  York;  a  director  of  the  Buffalo, 
Rochester  &  Pittsburgh  Railway  Company;  a  director  of  the  Buffalo,  Nia¬ 
gara  &  Eastern  Power  Company  and  a  director  of  the  New  York  Tele¬ 
phone  Company  and  a  number  of  other  corporations. 

Mr.  Cooke  has  always  been  generous  of  his  time  and  efforts  in  matters 
relating  to  the  public  welfare  and  has  rendered  effective  service  in  vari¬ 
ous  capacities.  During  the  late  war  he  was  chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan 
organization  for  Buffalo  during  four  drives ;  was  a  member  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  of  the  Red  Cross  campaign,  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  United  War  Work  campaign,  and  a  member  of  the  ad¬ 
visory  committee  to  the  Capital  Issues  committee.  In  1919  he  served  as 
chairman  of  the  endowment  fund  committee  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
which  raised  an  endowment  of  approximately  five  million  dollars  through 
public  subscriptions. 

In  1925,  by  joint  agreement  of  the  German  government  and  the  Repar¬ 
ations  Commission,  Mr.  Cooke  was  appointed  president  of  the  Arbitral 
Tribunal  of  Interpretation,  created  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  London  in 
1924  to  decide  all  controversies  between  Germany  and  the  creditor  na¬ 
tions  arising  out  of  the  operation  of  the  Dawes  Plan.  He  presided  over 
the  sessions  of  the  Tribunal  at  The  Hague  in  1926.  He  resigned  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Arbitral  Tribunal  of  Interpretation,  and,  in  April,  1926,  was 
elected  United  States  Citizen  Member  of  the  Reparations  Commission. 
In  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  office,  he  lived  in  Paris  until  Decem¬ 
ber,  1927,  when  he  resigned  and  returned  to  the  United  States.  In  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  distinguished  services  in  these  important  international  affairs 
Mr.  Cooke  was  decorated  by  France  as  a  grand  officer  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor;  by  Belgium  as  a  grand  officer  of  the  Order  of  Leopold,  and  by 
Italy  as  a  grand  officer  of  the  Order  of  Saints  Maurice  and  Lazare.  In 
1926  the  University  of  Buffalo  awarded  him  the  Chancellor’s  gold  medal 
for  his  distinguished  civic  service. 

The  following  editorial  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  Evening  News,  June 
12,  1930: 

CITIZEN  OF  THE  WORLD 

Buffalonians  may  well  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  they  have  in  their 
midst  such  a  citizen  of  the  world  as  Walter  P.  Cooke. 

The  unanimous  agreement  of  the  nations  interested  in  reparations  to 
invite  him  to  become  a  member  of  the  London  arbitration  board,  which 
will  interpret  the  Young  plan,  if  that  becomes  necessary,  constitutes  a 
signal  honor.  This  is  the  more  noteworthy  when  it  is  recalled  that  Mr. 
Cooke,  in  his  capacity  as  president  of  the  arbitral  tribunal  which  decided 
controversies  growing  out  of  the  administration  of  the  Dawes  plan,  con¬ 
stantly  was  called  upon  to  decide  highly  complicated,  technical  and  vexa¬ 
tious  questions. 
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The  German  government  has  joined  the  Allied  powers  in  asking  Mr. 
Cooke  to  accept  the  new  post  now  proffered  him,  a  signal  that  his  judg¬ 
ments  were  wise  and  fair.  In  his  new  and  difficult  position,  his  unfailing 
judgment,  his  diplomacy  and  personality  will  do  much  to  assure  a  smooth 
path  for  the  Young  plan,  of  which  so  much  is  hoped  by  all  the  interested 
powers  and  the  world  at  large. 

The  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  here  at  home  is  reflected  in  the  resolu¬ 
tions  adopted  by  the  council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  has 
been  chairman  since  its  reorganization.  These  praise  him  for  his  unselfish 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  education  and  to  the  University  of  Buffalo  in 
particular.  Through  the  U.  B.,  Mr.  Cooke  and  the  associates  who  are 
working  so  devotedly  with  him  in  upbuilding  this  institution  are  serving 
the  cause  of  understanding  throughout  the  world. 

In  1894,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Cooke  married  Miss  May  Louise 
Perry,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children :  Mrs.  Preston  B.  Porter, 
born  in  1897 ;  and  Carlton  P.,  born  December  4,  1898,  who  is  vice  president 
of  the  Lake  Erie  Trading  Corporation. 

Mr.  Cooke  is  a  member  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association,  of  which 
he  was  president  in  1905;  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association,  of  which 
he  was  president  in  1925,  and  the  American  Bar  Association.  He  served 
as  a  director  of  the  Buffalo  public  library  from  1902  until  1917 ;  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo;  as  acting  chancellor  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo  during  1920-21-22;  as  a  trustee  of  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity;  as  a  trustee  of  the  Buffalo  Fine  Arts  Academy,  a  trustee  of  the 
Buffalo  State  Teachers’  College  and  a  trustee  of  Buffalo  Seminary.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  following  clubs :  at  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo  Club,  of  which 
he  was  president  in  1916,  the  Saturn  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club,  the 
Wanakah  Country  Club  and  the  Niagara  Falls  Country  Club;  at  New 
York  city,  the  University  Club,  the  Cornell  University  Club  and  the  Union 
League  Club ;  at  Ithaca,  the  Country  Club  and  the  Town  and  Gown  Club ; 
at  New  Orleans,  the  New  Orleans  Country  Club;  at  Paris,  France,  the 
Travellers  Club,  the  St.  Cloud  Country  Club,  the  American  Club  of  Paris, 
the  Union  Interalliee  and  the  Montmorency  Golf  Club.  He  is  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Rotary  Club  of  Buffalo,  and  a  member  of  Beta  Theta  Pi, 
Phi  Delta  Phi,  and  Theta  Tau  Epsilon  fraternities.  Mr.  Cooke  is  a  man  of 
sterling  character,  liberal  culture,  high  legal  attainments,  and  an 
exemplary  citizen. 


ALBERT  J.  WRIGHT 

A  notable  figure  in  stock  brokerage  and  investment  security  circles 
of  Buffalo  is  Albert  J.  Wright,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Wright 
&  Co.,  and  the  second  of  three  generations  to  engage  in  the  management 
of  this  well  known  house  during  the  sixty-six  years  of  its  existence.  Mr. 
Wright  has  had  a  distinguished  career  in  the  stock  brokerage  field  and 
has  long  been  recognized  as  a  leader  in  his  line  of  business  activity.  He 
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has  been  actively  interested  in  the  civic  welfare  of  Buffalo  and  has  been 
identified  with  many  movements  designed  for  local  benefit. 

Albert  J.  Wright  was  born  in  Oswego,  New  York,  August  24,  1859,  a 
son  of  Alfred  P.  Wright.  He  is  a  descendant  of  an  old  English  family, 
members  of  which  came  to  America  during  colonial  days.  One  of  the 
illustrious  men  of  the  family,  and  a  contemporary  of  Daniel  Webster, 
John  C.  Calhoun  and  Henry  Clay,  was  the  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  United 
States  senator  and  once  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

Albert  J.  Wright,  who  was  eight  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Buffalo,  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  this  city.  Later  he  was  a  student  at  Professor  Horace 
Briggs’  Classical  School,  preparatory  to  a  course  in  Wesleyan  University 
of  Middletown,  Connecticut.  Returning  to  Buffalo  in  1878,  he  entered 
the  offices  of  Preston  &  Wright,  then  engaged  in  the  banking  and  grain¬ 
dealing  business.  This  firm  had  been  established  in  1865,  the  junior 
member  having  been  Alfred  P.  Wright,  and  business  was  first  transacted 
at  the  corner  of  Whitehall  and  Pearl  streets  in  New  York  city,  and  on  the 
Central  wharf  in  Buffalo.  In  1880,  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Preston, 
Albert  J.  Wright  became  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  and  the  title  was 
changed  to  A.  P.  Wright  &  Son.  This  arrangement  was  maintained  for 
ten  years  and  was  only  dissolved  in  1890,  when  Alfred  P.  Wright  retired, 
leaving  control  of  the  business  to  his  son,  Albert  J.,  who  is  now  senior 
member  of  the  firm.  A.  J.  Wright  &  Co.,  are  members  of  the  New  York 
Stock  Exchange  and  also  the  Buffalo  Stock  Exchange. 

Albert  J.  Wright  has  been  identified  with  banking  and  investment 
business  during  his  entire  business  career,  and  for  many  years  held  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  resident  of  Buffalo  who  was  a  member  of  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange.  His  firm  has  for  many  years  enjoyed  the 
largest  clientele  of  any  stock  brokerage  house  in  Buffalo.  It  also  main¬ 
tains  branch  houses  in  Rochester;  Syracuse;  Niagara  Falls;  Bradford, 
Pennsylvania;  and  Toronto,  Canada.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  Mr. 
Wright  was  elected  president  of  the  Buffalo  Merchants’  Exchange,  and  he 
was  the  youngest  man  ever  chosen  for  that  responsible  position.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  served  for  many  years  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Buffalo 
Board  of  Trade,  of  which  he  was  president  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  likewise  one  of  the  founders  and  incorporators  of  the  Commonwealth 
Trust  Company  of  Buffalo.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  club  life,  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  is  a  member  of 
a  number  of  the  more  outstanding  clubs  of  the  city.  In  politics  he  is  a 
republican,  supporting  the  men  and  measures  of  that  party  at  the  polls. 
He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Wright  was  married  to  Miss  Gertrude  Bent,  who  was  born  in  Mid¬ 
dletown,  Connecticut,  August  15,  1858,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
August  16,  1925.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Bartlett  and  Sarah 
(Peacock)  Bent,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father 
was  at  one  time  postmaster  of  Middletown  and  was  very  active  in  republi¬ 
can  politics  in  Connecticut.  He  died  in  Middletown,  while  his  wife  passed 
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away  in  New  York  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  two  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Albert  B.,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Co., 
and  is  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work ;  Parke,  who  is  resident 
manager  of  Drayton,  Penington  &  Colket,  stock  brokers;  Gertrude,  now 
Mrs.  Porter  of  Niagara  Falls;  and  Anna  Louise,  the  wife  of  Chandler 
Wells.  Mr.  Wright’s  residence  is  at  512  Delaware  avenue. 


W.  GEORGE  GOLEBIEWSKI 

One  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Buffalo,  of  Polish  extraction  is  W. 
George  Golebiewski,  who  is  engaged  in  the  importing  and  jobbing  business 
upon  an  extensive  scale  at  698-700  Broadway,  at  the  corner  of  Johnson 
street,  where  he  deals  in  wholesale  notions,  hosiery,  toys,  jewelry,  novel¬ 
ties,  underwear  and  stationery.  He  has  been  connected  with  a  number 
of  different  business  enterprises  during  his  residence  in  Buffalo,  but  in 
his  present  line  he  has  made  an  outstanding  success,  and  now  owns  a 
three-story  building  that  houses  his  large  stock  of  goods. 

W.  George  Golebiewski  was  born  in  Posen,  Poland,  April  23,  1869,  a 
son  of  John  and  Anna  Golebiewski,  who  came  to  the  United  States  when 
W.  George  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  settled  at  Buffalo.  The  father  had 
been  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  German  Army  during  his  youth.  In 
Buffalo  he  worked  for  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  for  two  years, 
then  engaged  in  the  retail  grocery  business  on  Love  joy  street.  Some  time 
later,  he  established  a  wholesale  grocery  which  he  conducted  for  four 
years,  then  retired  from  active  business  pursuits.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years  and  his  wife  lived  to  be  eighty  years  old. 

W.  George  Golebiewski  received  his  education  in  the  Buffalo  public 
schools,  and  during  his  youth  assisted  his  father  in  the  grocery  business. 
Upon  the  latter’s  death,  he  assumed  charge  of  the  wholesale  grocery,  which 
he  sold  after  three  years.  He  then  joined  his  two  brothers,  Stanley  and 
Hugh,  in  the  meat  packing  business  under  the  name  of  the  Universal 
Packing  Company.  Three  years  later  this  business  was  sold,  and  the 
three  brothers  then  entered  the  importing  and  jobbing  business  as  whole¬ 
sale  dealers.  Their  store  in  1910  was  situated  at  the  corner  of  Loepere 
and  Stanislaus  streets  in  Buffalo  and  there  they  remained  for  nine  years, 
then  moved  to  the  present  location  where  their  business  activities  are  now 
centered.  They  ship  their  goods  to  all  parts  of  western  New  York,  and 
are  recognized  as  most  reputable  and  honorable  business  men. 

In  years  gone  by,  Mr.  Golebiewski  was  a  manufacturer  of  shoe  polish, 
and  sold  the  business  after  he  had  conducted  it  with  success  for  some 
time.  He  likewise  sold  patent  medicines,  under  the  firm  name  of  the 
Electric  Specialty  Company,  having  been  representative  in  western  New 
York  for  the  Trulax  Sales  Company.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Bank;  a  director  of  the  Guardian  National  Bank;  and  also  a 
director  in  the  Polish  Business  Men’s  Association.  He  belongs  to  the 
Polish  Lions  Club. 
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W.  George  Golebiewski  was  married  May  30,  1893,  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  to  Mary  Kaminski,  a  native  daughter  of  Poland,  who  came  to 
America  with  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Kaminski,  when  she  was 
five  years  old,  the  family  settling  in  Buffalo.  Her  father  was  a  merchant 
tailor,  and  both  parents  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Golebiewski 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children.  Bernard,  the  first  born,  died  at 
the  age  of  one  year.  Frank  J.,  served  in  the  infantry  during  the  World 
war,  and  is  now  manager  of  his  father’s  business.  He  married  Blanche 
Zielinski,  a  native  of  Buffalo  and  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Martha  Zielinski, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  Frank  J.  and  Blanche  Golebiewski  have  two 
children,  namely:  Irene,  born  in  1924,  and  Eugene,  born  in  August,  1928. 
The  third  child  of  W.  George  Golebiewski  and  his  wife  was  Annette,  the 
wife  of  Aloysius  S.  Zielinski,  who  is  in  the  wholesale  tobacco  business  and 
the  proprietor  of  the  Lincoln  Tobacco  Company  of  Buffalo.  They  have  one 
child,  Adelle.  Helen  attended  the  public  schools  and  Hurst’s  Private  School, 
and  is  now  bookkeeper  in  her  father’s  store.  John  is  now  a  salesman  for 
his  father’s  firm.  He  married  Helen  Makarewicz  of  Buffalo.  Thomas  is 
now  manager  of  salesmen  for  his  father’s  firm.  Seventh,  and  last,  among 
the  children  is  Thedius,  who  is  a  salesman  in  his  father’s  store.  The 
mother,  Mrs.  Golebiewski,  died  July  19,  1930.  The  Golebiewski  family  are 
members  of  the  Transfiguration  Church  of  Buffalo. 


JOHN  J.  SULLIVAN 

For  thirty  years,  John  J.  Sullivan  has  practiced  law  in  Buffalo,  and 
has  steadily  built  up  a  clientage  in  harmony  with  the  high  character  of  the 
work  he  has  put  forth  in  the  interests  of  his  profession.  He  has  likewise 
been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Lackawanna,  New  York,  where 
he  has  held  important  civic  positions. 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  July  6,  1876  at  Buffalo,  a  son  of  Cornelius 
and  Maria  (Gallagher)  Sullivan.  The  father  was  born  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  in  1854,  and  died  at  Buffalo  October  22,  1926.  He  was  by  occupa¬ 
tion  a  stationary  engineer,  was  a  stanch  democrat,  and  a  loyal  member  of 
St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral  parish.  His  wife  was  born  at  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  died  at  Buffalo,  October  26,  1929. 

John  J.  Sullivan  completed  his  public  school  education  at  Buffalo,  then 
attended  the  Buffalo  University  Law  School,  which  conferred  upon  him 
the  B.  L.  degree  in  1898.  In  1900  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  New 
York  state  and  has  practiced  alone  ever  since.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
New  York  State  Bar  Association,  and  the  Bar  Association  of  Erie  County. 
Politically  he  is  a  democrat.  He  has  served  as  corporation  counsel  for 
the  city  of  Lackawanna,  New  York,  and  is  now  attorney  for  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  school  board.  He  is  an  active  member  of  Our  Lady  of  Victory 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  Lackawanna  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  at  Lackawanna,  and  the  Benevolent  Protective  Order 
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of  Elks  at  Buffalo.  During  the  World  war  he  was  on  the  legal  advisory 
boards  of  Lackawanna  and  several  other  towns  of  this  district. 

On  August  18,  1906,  at  Buffalo,  Mr.  Sullivan  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  T.  Eustace,  a  native  of  Corfu,  New  York,  and  daughter  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Chapman)  Eustace,  natives  of  Ireland,  and  now  deceased.  John 
Eustace  was  an  employee  of  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  at  Buffalo. 
Mrs.  Sullivan  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Normal  School  and  prior  to 
her  marriage  was  a  school  teacher.  She  is  a  member  of  Our  Lady  of 
Victory  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Lackawanna.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan 
have  become  the  parents  of  five  children:  Edward  G.,  born  July  8,  1907, 
is  a  student  at  the  Harvard  School  of  Business;  Marian  E.,  born  November 
3,  1908,  is  a  student  at  the  College  of  Mt.  St.  Vincent,  New  York  city; 
John  J.,  Jr.,  born  August  11,  1910,  is  attending  Canisius  College  at  Buf¬ 
falo;  Robert  T.,  born  August  16,  1913,  and  Paul,  born  February  13,  1917, 
are  students  at  Canisius  high  school  in  Buffalo. 


ALBERT  BENT  WRIGHT 

Albert  B.  Wright  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  stock  brokerage 
circles  of  western  New  York,  and  is  of  the  third  generation  in  the  paternal 
line  of  his  family  to  be  a  member  of  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Wright  &  Co.,  the 
offices  of  which  are  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Erie  County  Bank  building  in 
Buffalo.  Mr.  Wright  has  been  identified  with  the  stock  brokerage  and 
investment  security  business  since  the  beginning  of  his  active  career.  He 
has  followed  along  the  established  lines  of  his  honored  father  and  grand¬ 
father,  and  in  his  connection  with  the  management  of  the  firm’s  business 
he  has  upheld  the  finest  traditions  which  history  has  associated  with  this 
organization  during  the  sixty-six  years  of  its  existence. 

Albert  B.  Wright  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  August  9,  1879,  a 
son  of  Albert  J.  and  Gertrude  (Bent)  Wright,  detailed  mention  of  whom 
appears  upon  another  page  of  this  publication.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Nichols  School  of  Buffalo.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies, 
he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  stock  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness,  and  in  1905  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  A.  J. 
Wright  &  Co.,  which  was  originally  established  in  1865  as  Preston  & 
Wright,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  at  that  time  being  Alfred  P.  Wright, 
the  grandfather  of  Albert  B.  The  business  was  established  at  the  corner 
of  Whitehall  and  Pearl  streets  in  New  York  city,  and  on  the  Central  wharf 
in  Buffalo.  In  1880,  upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Preston,  Albert  J.  Wright, 
the  father  of  Albert  B.,  became  junior  member  of  the  firm,  the  name  of 
which  was  changed  to  A.  P.  Wright  &  Son.  For  ten  years  this  partner¬ 
ship  was  continued,  and  was  dissolved  in  1890  when  the  elder  Wright 
retired,  leaving  control  of  the  business  to  his  son,  Albert  J.,  who  is  now 
senior  member  of  the  firm.  They  are  members  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange,  New  York  Cotton  Exchange,  New  York  Coffee  &  Sugar  Ex- 
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change,  Rubber  Exchange  of  New  York,  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  Buffalo 
Stock  Exchange,  and  associate  members  of  the  New  York  Curb  Exchange, 
and  operate  branch  offices  in  Auburn,  Rochester,  Syracuse,  Niagara  Falls, 
New  York,  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  Toronto,  Canada,  representing 
one  of  the  largest  stock  brokerage  clienteles  in  the  state  outside  of  New 
York  city.  Albert  B.  Wright  is  one  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Buffalo  Stock  Exchange. 

On  November  3,  1903,  Mr.  Wright  married  Lusyd  Magee  at  Watkins 
Glenn,  New  York.  They  have  one  daughter  Lusyd  Wright  Keating,  whose 
husband,  Robert  P.  Keating,  is  associated  with  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Wright 
&  Co.  Mrs.  Keating  was  educated  at  the  Park  School  of  Buffalo,  at  Miss 
Wright’s  at  Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Paris,  France.  Mr. 
Wright’s  home  is  in  the  Park  Lane  apartments. 

Mr.  Wright  is  well  known  in  club  circles,  being  a  member  of  the  Buffalo 
Club,  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club,  the  Saturn  Club  of  Buffalo,  the  Buffalo 
Tennis  &  Squash  Club,  the  Buffalo  Country  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Chamber 
of  Commerce.  He  is  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason,  belonging  to  Ancient 
Landmarks  Lodge,  No.  441,  F.  &  A.  M.;  Buffalo  Consistory,  A.  A.  S.  R.; 
Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.,  and  the  Royal  Order  of  Jesters.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States.  His  religious 
faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  Trinity  Episcopal  Church. 


CHARLES  EDWARD  ROESCH 

Charles  Edward  Roesch,  Buffalo’s  popular  mayor,  is  a  native  son  and 
lifelong  resident  of  the  city  who  has  been  actively  identified  with  the 
wholesale  and  retail  meat  business  here  during  the  past  three  decades. 
He  was  born  March  31,  1886,  at  613  North  Oak  street,  Buffalo,  his  parents 
being  Jacob  M.  and  Julia  (Fuellhart)  Roesch,  of  American  birth  and 
German  ancestry,  the  former  born  March  24,  1858,  and  the  latter  July 
29,  1860.  He  has  always  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  and  has  moved 
only  once — from  613  to  633  North  Oak  street,  having  made  his  home  at 
the  latter  address  since  June,  1914. 

Charles  E.  Roesch  was  graduated  from  Buffalo  Public  School  No.  15 
in  June,  1901,  and  then  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  meat  business,  in  which  he  has  been  engaged  for  himself  since 
1915.  He  has  also  been  active  in  the  wholesale  poultry  business  since 
1917  and,  in  addition,  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  automobile  trade 
between  the  years  1912  and  1928.  He  has  earned  for  himself  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  careful  man  of  business  and  in  his  dealings  is  known  for 
his  prompt  and  honorable  methods,  which  have  won  him  the  deserved 
and  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellowmen. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1914,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  Roesch  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Mabel  C.  Klinck,  who  is  American  born,  of  German 
ancestry,  her  natal  day  being  July  10,  1884.  Her  father,  William  H. 
Klinck,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  was  successfully  engaged  in  business  as 


634 


HISTORY  OF  NIAGARA  FRONTIER 


treasurer  of  the  C.  Klinck  Packing  Company  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  mother  of  Mrs.  Roesch  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Julia  Fuhrmann, 
was  also  born  in  Buffalo  and  now  resides  at  23  Highland  avenue  in  this 
city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roesch  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Charles  Jacob 
and  William  Klinck,  who  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Roesch  has  always  been  affiliated  with  the  republican  party  and 
has  served  on  the  finance  committee  of  republican  organizations  for  Erie 
county.  He  made  a  creditable  record  as  chairman  of  the  Buffalo  board 
of  health  from  January  16,  1928,  to  May,  1928,  and  in  November,  1929, 
was  elected  mayor  of  Buffalo,  assuming  office  on  the  1st  of  January,  1930, 
for  the  term  expiring  December  31,  1933.  His  is  a  businesslike  and 
progressive  administration,  characterized  by  many  measures  of  reform 
and  improvement,  and  one  which  fully  justifies  the  faith  and  support  of 
his  constituents.  He  was  director  in  1929  of  the  Broadway-Fillmore 
Business  Men’s  Association  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  International 
Stewards’  Association,  the  Buffalo  Stewards’  Club,  the  Buffalo  Hotel 
Men’s  Association,  the  Greater  Buffalo  Advertising  Club,  the  Buffalo 
Athletic  Club,  Uncle  Sam’s  Republican  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Turnverein. 
His  religious  faith  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in  the  First  Universal- 
ist  Church  of  Buffalo,  while  fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  following 
Masonic  bodies:  Transportation  Lodge,  No.  842,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  served  as  master  in  1918;  Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of 
which  he  is  a  life  member;  and  Ismailia  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  N.  M.  S.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Lodge  of  Elks  and  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Orioles.  Mr.  Roesch  has  gained  an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends 
in  the  varied  relations  of  life,  for  his  salient  characteristics  are  such  as 
everywhere  command  confidence  and  esteem. 
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